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PREFACE. 


lA  PEEiOD  of  fifteen  months  of  the  life  of  Nelsox  is  ilhis- 
I  trstej  by  liis  Correspondence  in  this  Volnme;  and  as  his 
oreer  approached  its  close,   hia   Lettera  increased  in 
interest  and  importance. 

These  Letters  extend  from  May  1804  to  July  1805, 
during  the  whole  of  which  time  he  was  Commander- 
in-Chief  in  the  Mediterranean,  watching  the  French 
Sqaodron  in  Toulon,  until  it  sailed,  in  April  1805,  to 
Uie  West  Indies,  whither  it  was  pursued  by  Lord  Nelson 
with  a  Tery  inferior  force. 

Besides  showing  Nelson's  unabated  energy,  his  un* 

wearied  attention  to  the  minutest  details  of  his  Com- 

muid,  hia  constant  regard  iiir  the  comfort  of  the  Crews 

of  his  Ships,  as  to  their  provisions  and  clothing;  his  con- 

^^bial  efforts  to  prevent  any  waste  of  stores,  and  the 

^^■Temment  from  being  imposed  upon  hy  Contractors, 

^Hv  most  remarkable  parts  of  his  Letters  in  1804  arc, 

^^hiaps,   those   relating  to   Vice-Admiral    La   Toucbe 

^^^rille,  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  French  Squadron 
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IV  PREFACE. 

in  Toulon^  whose  premature  death,  according  to  Monsienr 
Thiers,  was  the  principal  cause  of  England's  not  having 
been  invaded ! — to  the  refusal  of  Artillery  OflScers  em- 
barked on  board  of  Bombs  to  submit  to  Naval  disci- 
pline, which  led  to  the  formation  of  the  Corps  of  Royal 
Marine  Artillery — ^those  to  the  Lord  Mayor,  on  receiving 
the  thanks  of  the  Corporation  of  London  for  "  blockad- 
ing Toulon,"  when  he  assured  the  Lord  Mayor,  that 
instead  of  having  ^'  blockaded"  that  Fort,  he  had,  on 
the  contrary,  afforded  the  French  Fleet  every  opportu- 
nity of  putting  to  sea,  and  expressed  his  determina- 
tion not  to  be  separated  in   Thanks  from  the   two 
Admirals  under  his  orders,   whom    he  considered  to 
have  been  unjustly  neglected  by  the  Corporation — and 
the  Letters  in  which  he  denounced  the  Gibraltar  Priva- 
teers as  a  '^  horde  of  sanctioned  robbers,"  whose  piratical 
proceedings  were  '^  disgraceful  to  the  character  of  th^ 
British  Nation." 

His  Letters  respecting  Vice- Admiral  La  Touche  Tr^^ 
ville,  are,  however,  so  characteristic,  as  to  justify  parti- 
cular attention  being  drawn  to  them.  On  the  1st  oi 
June  1804,  LdKD  Nelson  said  he  had  sent  Rear- Admiral 
Sir  Richard  Bickerton  to  another  station ;  and  that  he  waa 
himself  close  off  Toulon  with  five  Sail  of  the  Line,  "  im 
hopes  tQ  tempt  Mr.  La  Touche  out  of  Port."  On  the 
7th,  he  said,  ^^  Do  not  think  I  am  tired  of  watching  Mr. 
La  Touche  Tr^ville.  I  have  now  taken  up  a  method 
(if  making  him  angry.  1  have  left  Sir  Richard  Bicker- 
ton,  with  part  of  the  Fleet,  twenty  leagues  from  hence, 


ind,  with  five  of  tlie  Line,  am  preveiiting  bis  uuttiiig 
capers,  which  he  had  done  for  some  time  past,  oft"  Cape 
Sicie.  Mr.  La  Touche  has  several  times  hoisted  his  top- 
sail  yards  np ;  and  on  the  4th  of  June,  we  having  hoisted 
the  Standard  and  saluted,  lie  sent  outside  tiepet,  about 
oDe  mile,  five  Sail  of  the  Line  and  two  Frigates,  and  kept 
three  Snil  and  three  Frigates  with  their  yai-ds  aloft,  him- 
self one  of  them,  and  the  Real'- Admiral  anotjier,  there- 
fijte  I  did  not  believe  him  in  earnest ;  however,  we  run  as 
■  near  as  was  proper,  and  brought  to.  Tliey  formed  a 
ITCtty  line  at  snnset,  and  then  stood  into  the  Harbour. 
A  Ship  of  the  Line  and  Ffigate  every  morning  weigh, 
lod  stand  between  Sepet  and  La  Malgue.  8ome  happy 
day  I  expect  to  see  his  eight  Sail,  which  are  in  the 
Outer  Road,  come  out;  and  if  he  will  get  abreast  of 
PorqHerolIe,  I  will  try  what  stuff  he  is  made  of." 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  14th  of  June,  eight  Ships  of 
the  Line  of  the  Enemy  came  out  of  Toulon,  and  Lokd 
KumiN',  witli  only  five  Sail  of  the  Line,  formed  in  Order 
rf  B&ttle  to  receive  them ;  but  they  retiirued  into  Port. 
He  attached  no  impoi'tance  to  this  proceeding ;  and 
"riling,  on  the  IStli  of  June,  merely  said,  "  We  ai-c  as 
BsDal.  The  Frencli  Fleet  safe  in  Toulon ;  but  upon  the 
Hth,  Monsieur  La  Touche  came  out  with  eight  Sail  of  the 
Line  iind  six  Frigates,  cut  a  caper  off  Sepet,  and  went  in 
BgWn.  I  was  off,  with  five  Sail  of  the  Line,  and  brought 
ibr  bis  attack,  although  I  did  uot  believe  that  any- 

was  meant  serious,  but  merely  a  gasconade." 
It  is  uot  difficult,  from  Nelson's  chivalric  sense  of 


VI  PREFACE. 

honour,  and  deep  love  of  truth,  to  understand  the  sor* 
prise  and  indignation  with  which  he  read  Vice- Admiral 
La  Touche  Tr6ville's  official  report,  wherein  he  ventured 
to  assert  that,  on  the  14th  of  June,  the  English  Admiral 
^^  recalled  his  Ship  and  his  two  Frigates,  which  were 
among  the  Islands,  and  bore  away.    I  pursued  him  until 
night ;  he  ran  to  the  South-East.     In  the  morning,  at 
daylight,  I  saw  no  more  of  him."     The  insult  sank  deep 
in  Nelson's  mind.     To  the  Admiralty  he  merely  said, 
that  "  Although  I  most  certainly  never  thought  of  writiog 
a  line  upon  Monsieur  La  Touche's  having  cut  a  caper 
a  few  miles  outside  of  Toulon  on  the  14th  of  June, 
where  he  well  knew  I  could  not  get  at  him  without 
placing  the  Ships  under  the  batteries  which  surround 
that  Fort,  and  that,  had  I  attacked  him  in  that  posi- 
tion, he  could  retire  into  his  secure  nest  whenever  he 
pleased,  yet  as  that  gentleman  has  thought  proper  to 
write  a  letter  stating  that  the  Fleet  under  my  com^ 
mand  ran  away,  and  that  he  pursued  it,  perhaps  i^ 
may  be  thought  necessary  for  me  to  say  somethin^^ 
but  I  do  assure  you.  Sir,  that  I  know  not  what  to  say"^ 
except  by  a  flat  contradiction ;  for  if  my  character  i^ 
not  established  by  this  time  for  not  being  apt  to  rur^ 
away,  it  is  not  worth  my  time  to  attempt  to  put  th^ 
world  right;"  but  in  his  Private  Letters  he  used  thc^ 
most  emphatic  language  on  the  subject.  ^^  You  will  have^ 
seen  Monsieur  La  Touche's  letter,''  he  said  to  his  brother, 
"  of  how  he  chased  me,  and  how  I  ran.     I  keep  it; 
and,  by  God^  if  I  take  him,  he  shall  Eat  it  ;•'  while  to 


his  friend  Davison,  he  observed,  "  I  am  expecting  Mon-    ■ 
sieur  La  Toiiche  (aa  he  has  wrote  a  letter  that  I  ran 
ftway)  to  come  out   of  his   nest.     The   whole  hiatory 
was  too  contemptible  for  my  notice,  but  I  have  thought 
it  right,  not  upon  my  own  account,  but  for  the  satis. 
factlou  of  the  Admiralty,  &c.   to  eend  a  copy  of  the 
Victory's  Log :  for  if  my  character  for  7wt  running  away, 
is  not  fixed  by  this  time,  it  is  not  wortli  my  trouble  to 
put  the  world  right   at  my  time  of  life;  and  if  any 
Englishman  has  believed  for  one  moment  the  story,  I 
may,  to  my  friend,  say,  witliout  fetir  of  being  thought 
;irrogant,  that  they  do  not  deserve  to  have  me  serve 
tliem;  but  I  have  kept  Monsieur  La  Touche's  letter; 
iiiid  if  I  tate  him,  I  shall  either  never  see  liim,  or,  if 
1  do,  make  him  eat  his  letter.     Perhaps  sovereign  con- 
tempt is  the  best."     Similar  expressions  occur  in  many 
Cither  letters;  but  as  the  French  Admiral  died  early  in 
i^ugust  following,  the  meeting  never  took  place,  and  the 
Kaamand  of  the  French  Squadron  was  given  to  Vice- 
Admiral  Villeneuve. 

In  August  1804,  Lord  Nelson's  state  of  health  obliged 
him  to  apply  for  leave  to  go  to  England,  which  reached 
fcim  in  December;  but  the  War  with  Spain,  and  the 
gwat  probability  that  the  Enemy  would  put  to  sea, 
induced  him  to  remain,  and  he  kept  the  authority  to 
give  up  his  Command  a  profound  secret.  At  this  period 
iiis  feelings  were  greatly  mortified  by  Ids  Command  being 
divided,  and  the  Ships  off  Cadiz  formed  into  a  separate 
Squadron,  under  Vice- Admiral  Sir  John  Ordt!,his  senior 


Officer,  whose  jealousy  of  Nelson  had  bIiowii  i 
years  before.  "  1  almost  liegin  to  think  that  he  is  8eBl 
off  Cadiz  to  reap  the  golden  harvest,"  he  said,  "  as 
Campbell  was  sent  off  Cadiz  by  Cornwaflis  (by  ordere 
from  England)  to  reap  my  sugar  harvest.  It's  very  odd, 
two  Admiralties  to  treat  me  so:  surely,  I  have  dreamt 
that  '  I  have  done  the  State  some  service.'" 

While  the  Squadron  was  at  the  Madalena  Islands  ftt 
water  and  refreshments,  intelligence  was  brought  to  him, 
in  the  afternoon  of  the  19th  of  January,  1805,  that  the 
Enemy,  consisting  of  eleveu  Sail  of  the  Line,  under  Vio^ 
Admiral  Villeneuve,  had  put  to  sea ;  and  as  it  was  steei^ 
iog  South,  or  S.  by  W.,  he  concluded  that  it  was  bound 
round  the  Southern  end  of  Sardinia,  whereas  its  real  desti- 
nation was  out  of  the  Straits,  and  thence  to  the  West  Indies. 
Lord  Nelson's  Squadron,  likewise  ctmsistiug  of  eleven 
Sail  of  the  Line,  inuuediately  got  under  weigh,  ran  through 
the  Passage  l>etween  Biche  and  Sardinia,  and  then  bore  ' 
away,  round  the  East  side  of  that  Island,  for  Cape  Carbo- 
naro,  its  South- Easternmost  iioint.  A  heavy  gale  of  wind  i 
forced  the  Enemy  back  to  Toulon,  on  the  21st;  but  LosD 
Nelson,  impressed  with  the  belief  that  they  had  either  re- 
turned to  Port,  crippled  in  the  gale,  or  that  tliey  had  gone 
to  Egypt,  passed  the  Fai'o  of  Messina  with  a  foul  wind, 
(being  the  first  Fleet  that  was  ever  known  to  have 
"  beaten"  through,)  and  proceeded  to  Egypt.  His  Let- 
ters show  that  his  anxiety  was  not  less,  and  his  exertions 
to  obtain  information  as  great,  as  when  in  a  similar 
pursuit  in  1798;  and  it  was  not  until  his  return  from 


liltHiodria,  on  the  19th  yf  February,  that  he  knew  the 

EDch  Fleet  was  in  ToiUoiu 

iTowuib  the  end  ol'  March,   the  Squadron  went  to 

;  and  on  the  4th  of  April,  the  day  after  Lord 

vm  sailed  from  Fiila  Koads,  in  the  Gulf  of  Cagliari, 

.  reoeiTed  intbmiatiou  that  the  French  had  quitted 

'  Touloii  in  the  night  of  the  3Ut  of  March,  when  he 

Uti  every  effort  to  get  to  the  Westward,  supposing  that 

they  iutendtd  to  make  the  Island  of  Galita. 

Our  Annals  afford  no  instance  in  whiuli  a,  man  was 
ijiure  entirely  devoted  to  the  service  of  his  Country, 
.->a  Nelson  during  liis  pursuit  of  the  French  Fleet 
m  1805.  !t  was  well  said,  soou  after  the  event,  that 
■■  in  this  part  of  his  glorious  career  of  Public  duty,  this 
was  perhaps  the  most  glorious;"  and  that  "  few  great' 
diaraclers  in  oui*  History  were  capable  uf  adopting, 
and  uone  have  ever  put  so  great  and  noble  a  measure 
i.lo  execution."'  From  the  moment  he  heard  of  the 
ivjiorture  uf  the  French  Squadron  from  Toulon,  until 
it  WBS  beyond  his  reach,  the  ardour  of  pursuit,  the 
aspintions  of  vitlour,  the  responsibilities  of  command, 
the  eager  desire  to  meet  the  Enemy,  and  the  bitternees 
'  iiis  disappointment  at  having  missed  them,  are  power- 
■  iii!y  described  in  his  Letters.  No  one  can  read  these 
:-^iiuine  expressions  of  his  feelings  without  emotion ;  and 
'  Officers  they  are  animating  examples  in  their  career 
:  professional  fame.     While  ignorant  of  the  destination 


'  Annual  Register,  1805,  p.  226. 
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of  the  Enemy,  Nelson  said,  ^^  I  have  nothing  to  mA 
for  but  to  meet  them" — ^'  I  am,  in  truth,  half  dead ;  but 
what  man  can  do  to  find  them  out,  shall  be  done;" 
^^  I  can  neither  eat,  drink,  or  sleep.  It  cannot  last  l<Hig 
what  I  feel" — "  Under  the  severe  affliction  which  I  fed 
at  the  escape  of  the  French  Fleet.  "-^Impeded  by  a  fool 
wind,  he  said,  ^^  My  good  fortune  seems  flown  away. 
I  cannot  get  a  fair  wind,  or  even  a  side  wind.  Dead 
foul ! — dead  foul !  • .  •  I  believe  this  ill  luck  will  go  near 
to  kill  me."  Yet  even  when  his  mind  was  thus  a  prey 
to  care  and  anxiety,  his  usual  goodness  of  heart  dis- 
played itself  in  kind  feelings  and  good  offices. 

He  learnt,  at  last,  that  the  Enemy  had  passed  the 
Straits.  To  follow  them,  "  either  to  the  West  Indies,  or 
to  the  Antipodes,"  was  to  Nelson  a  simple  act  of  duty. 
Accordingly,  on  the  11th  of  May  1805,  he  pursued,  with 
only  ten  Sail  of  the  Line,  the  Combined  Elect  com- 
posed of  eighteen ;  and  all  he  thought  it  necessary  to 
say  to  his  dearest  friend  of  the  immense  responsibility 
he  incurred,  or  of  the  risk  which  so  great  a  disparity  of 
force  involved,  was,  ^'  My  lot  is  cast,  and  I  am  going  to 
the  West  Indies,  where,  although  I  am  late,  yet  chance 
may  have  given  them  a  bad  passage,  and  me  a  good 
one :  I  must  hope  the  best."  He  certainly  need  not  have 
supposed  that  the  world  would  (as  he  seems  to  think  the 
Admiralty  might)  "  imagine  he  was  on  a  party  of  plea* 
sure,  running  after  eighteen  Sail  of  the  Line  with  ten^  and 
that  to  the  West  Indies."  During  his  voyage  he  drew 
up  a  Plan  of  Attack,  remarkable  alike  for  its  terseness^ 


\-  and  for  its  gi'eot  professional  truths.  "  The  business  of 
an  English  Commander-iu-Cbief,",  was,  he  said,  "  first  i 
to  bring  an  Enemy's  Fleet  to  Battle,  on  the  most 
advantageous  terms  to  himself,  (I  mean  that  of  lay* 
iug  liis  Ships  close  on  board  the  Enemy,  as  expedi- 
tiously as  possible;)  and  secondly,  to  continue  them 
there,  without  separating,  until  the  business  is  de- 
cided." .  ..."  If  the  two  Fleets  are  both  willing  to 
fight,  but  little  manffiuvring  is  necessary;  the  less  Uie 

Iwitter; — a  day  is  soon  lost  in  that  business," 

"  Signals  from  these  moments  are  useless,  when  every 
man  is  disposed  to  do  bis  duty.  The  great  object  is 
for  us  to  support  each  other,  and  to  keep  close  to  the 
Enemy,  and  to  leeward  of  him.  If  the  Enemy  are 
running  away,  then  the  only  signals  necessary  will  be 
to  engage  the  Enemy  as  an-iving  up  with  them."  On 
the  success  of  his  Plan  depended,  he  truly  added,  "  not 
only  the  honour  and  glory  of  our  Country,  but  possibly 
its  safety,  and  with  it,  that  of  all  Europe,  from  French 
tyranny  and  oppression." 

On  the  4tb  of  June,  the  Squadron  arrived  at  Bar- 
badoes,  and  finding  it  to  be  the  general  opinion  that  the 
Enemy  intended  to  attack  Tobago  and  Trinidad,  and 
being  informed  by  General  Brercton  that  they  had 
passed  St.  Lucia  iu  the  night  of  the  28th  of  May,  he 
accepted  Lieutenant- General  Sir  William  Myers's  offer 
to  embark  two  thousand  troops  for  the  relief  of  those 
Islands,  and  sailed  on  the  following  day,  in  the  full  con- 
fidence of  a  Battle.     "  I  hope,"  he  observed,  "  that  my 


uiixt  Icttei-  will  I'e  wortli  all  I  have  hitherto  ig^ 
Oil  spproachiug  Tobago  the  Sqnadron  prepared 
Battle,  but  the  Enemy  were  uot  there;  and  a  V* 
having,  by  mistake,  made  the  signal  for  their  htxnf 
at  Trinidad,  Lord  Nelson  hastened  thither.  He  ym, 
however,  again  disappointed;  for  the  Combined  fleet 
had  never  been  off  St.  Lucia,  but  had  gone  to  Hl^ 
tiiiique,  whence  they  returned  to  Europe.  Informa- 
tion of  the  arrival  of  the  Enemy  at  Martinique  reached 
Lord  Nelson  on  the  8th  of  June;  the  troops  were 
disembarked  at  Antigua;  and  in  the  tbrenoon  of  tbe 
i;ith,  the  Scjuadron  was  on  its  way  towards  the  Stniiti 
of  Gibraltjir. 

IjORD  Nelson's  vexation  at  having  been  misled  H 
General  Brereton's  report,  was  unbounded.  To  At 
Vakil  of  Clarence  he  said — "  Your  Eoya!  Highness  ^ 
onaiiy  I'onceive  tbe  misery  i  am  feeling  at  having  hitherto 
niisfwd  the  French  P'teet.  .  .  .  Hut  for  that  false  iofonofr 
tion,  1  should  have  been  off  Fort  Royal  as  they  were 
putting  to  sea,  and  our  Battle,  most  probably,  would 
have  been  (ought  on  the  spot  where  the  brave  Rodney 
beat  Dc  lirassc."  In  his  other  Letters,  which  are  nearly 
tilled  with  tiic  subject,  he  said — "  I  have  no  reason  to 
blamo  Dame  Fortune:  if  either  General  Brereton  could 
not  have  wrote,  or  his  look-out  man  bad  been  blind, 
nothing?  could  have  prevented  my  lighting  tliem  ou  the 
6th  of  Juiic." — '*  There  would  have  been  no  occasion 
for  opinions,  had  not  General  Brereton  sent  his  d— d 
intelligence  from  St.  Lucia;  nor  would  I  have  received 


lare  acted  by  it,  but  I  was  assured  that  hia  in- 
fomation  was  very  correct.  It  has  almost  broke  my 
heart,  hut  I  must  not  despair."—'*  I  am,  as  you  may 
readily  believe,  very,  very  unhappy  at  not  having  got  at 
the  Enemy:  they  were  missed  by  General  Brereton'a 
unlucky  information;  but  I  shall  be  close  after  them  in 
Enrope,  and  when  I  have  housed  them,  I  shall  certainly 
instantly  return  to  England:  I  want  rest." — "  You  will 
lament  the  unfortunate  intelHgeuce  from  General  Brere- 
tOD,  which  led  me  a  wrong  road,  or  June  6th  would  have 
been  a  fighting  day  for  me,  and,  1  trust,  a  glorious  one  for 
our  Country.  However,  I  must  not  despair  of  getting 
np  with  them  before  they  enter  the  Straits." — "  Saw 
three  pknks,  which  I  think  came  from  the  French  Fleet. 
Vffy  miserable,  which  is  very  foolish !"  On  reaching 
Ci^  Spartel,  lie  wrote  in  his  Piary — "  Cape  Spartel 
IB  sight,  but  no  French  Fleet,  nor  any  information  about 
tfcera:  how  soiTowful  this  makes  nie;  but  I  cannot  help 
myBelf!"  To  his  friend  Vice-Admiral  Collingwomi,  off 
Cadiz,  lie  said — "  I  uni,  as  you  may  suppose,  miserable 
It  not  having  fallen  in  with  the  Enemy's  Fleet,  and  I 
un  utmost  increased  in  sorrow  iu  not  finding  them. 
Tbe  name  of  General  Brereton  will  not  soon  be  forgot: 
I'll!  for  his  false  information,  the  Battle  would  have  been 
I'onght  where  Kodney  fought  his,  on  June  6th.  I  must 
"ow  only  hope  that  the  Enemy  have  not  tricked  me, 
'iniiguneto  Jamaica.  Tlie  moment  the  Fleet  is  watered, 
and  got  some  rel'resliments,  of  which  we  are  in  great 
want,  I  shall  come  out  and  make  you  a  visit — not,  my 


dear  friend,  to  take  your  Command  from  you,  (for  I*^ 
may  probably  add  mine  to  you,)  but  to  consult  hoin' 
we  can  best  serve  our  Country,  by  detaching  a  part  of  ^ 
tliis  large  force." — "  I  am,  my  dear  Mr.  Marsden,  as '  i 
completely  miserable  as  my  greatest  enemy  could  wIsK  ■  i 
nie;  but  I  neither  blame  fortune,  or  my  own  judgment,  '■* 
Oh,  General  Brereton!  General  Brereton!"     But  it  wM  '^ 
to   his  confidential  friend   Mr,  Davison,   that   he   ex- 
pressed his  feelings  most  fully : — "  I  am  as  miserable  as 
you  can  conceive.     But  for  General  Brereton's   d — A 
information.  Nelson  would  have  been,  living  or  dead, 
the  greatest  man  in  his  Profession  that  England  ever 
saw.     Now,  alas !  I  am  nothing — perhaps  shall  incur 
censure  for  misfortunes  which  may   happen,  and  have 
happened.     When  I  follow  my  own  head,  I  am,  in  gene- 
ral, much  more  correct  in  my  judgment,  than  foUovring 
the  opinion  of  others,     I  resisted  the  opinion  of  General 
Brereton's  information  till  it  would  have  been  the  height 
of  presumption  to  have  carried   ray  disbelief  further. 
I  could  not,  in  the  face  of  Generals  and  Admirals,  go 
N.W.,  when  it  was  apparently  clear  that  the  Enemy 
had  gone  South.     But  I  am  miserable." 

The  Squadron  arrived  at  Gibraltar  on  the  19th  of 
July,  and  the  next  day  Lord  Nelson  went  on  shore, 
which  was,  he  says,  "the  first  time  since  the  16th  of 
June,  1803,  and  from  having  my  foot  out  of  the  Victory, 
two  years  wanting  ten  days."  He  sailed  on  the  23rd  of 
July ;  and  being  informed  in  the  morning  of  the  25tfa, 
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^at  the  Combined  Fleet  had  been  seen  steering  to  the 
Northward,  he  instantly  bent  his  course  for  Ushant. 

No  other  observations  are  necessary  in  explanation  of 
ihe  contents  of  this  Volume,  except  to  remark  that  the 
**  Letter-Book"  and  "  Order-Book,"  from  which  so  many 
documents  have  been  taken,  end — ^the  former  on  the  6th 
cf  October,  and  the  latter  on  the  15  th  of  November, 
1804.  That  there  were,  similar  Books  of  a  much  later 
date,  is  certain ;  but  they  have  not  fallen  into  the  Editor's 
liaods. 

He  has  the  pleasure  of  being  able  to  add,  that  Lord 
Nelson's  Letters  to  the  first  Earl  Spencer  have  been 
obligmgly  communicated  to  him  by  the  present  Earl, 
to  whom  he  begs  leave  to  offer  his  best  thanks  for  so 
yaloable  a  contribution.  Those  Letters,  with  numerous 
others  (and  some  of  them  of  the  highest  interest)  that 
reached  him  too  late  for  insertion  in  their  proper  places, 
will  be  found  in  the  Seventh  and  last  Volume,  which 
will  be  published  about  the  beginning  of  April. 

Torrington  Square^ 

2lst  February y  1846. 
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To  his  Excellency  Hugh  EUiot,  Esq. .    .    .      Naples,  28th  August 
To  his  Excellency  Hugh  Elliot,  Esq. .    .        Victory,  28th  August 

To  Captain  Parker Victory,  28th  August 

To [August] 

To  N.  Taylor,  Esq At  Sea,  28th  August 

To  John  James,  Esq At  Sea,  29th  August 

To  Sir  William  Bolton At  Sea,  30th  August 

To  Lady  Hamilton       Victory,  31st  August 

To  Cardinal  Despuig August 

To  Captain  Thomas  Staines       At  Sea,  1st  September 

To  the  Captains  or  Conunanders  of  any  of  H.  M.  Ships,  &c. 

At  Sea,  1st  September 
To  Captun  Pettet   ........       At  Sea,  1st  September 

To  Captain  Raynsford At  Sea,  2nd  September 

To  Captain  R.  B.  Vincent 2nd  September 

ToCapt  At  Sea,  2ttd  September 
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I* At  Sea,  '2iid  September  ] 

1*  Cifbin  adtonibeTg At  S«s,  Siid  September  I 

b  O^tuii  SchMnbMg At  Sob,  3ad  September  ' 

Ti  Ifaiar  Lowe 6th  September  1 

I*  Mqar<G«iKnl  VUlettei Gth  September  : 

t»  Boir-Adiuiral  Sir  Richard  Bickerton      Victory,  6th  Si-ptember  I 

Tf  St  Aiexuder  BkU ^'ictory,  6th  Stptember  ' 

I*  Jobi  Timball,  Et<\ At  Sm,  7th  September  : 

r*  William  Mukden,  Eaq.       At  Sea,  8th  September  : 

!•  Caftaia  Bttyh At  Sea,  8th  September  : 

T»J.  B.  Cil«rt,E«i At  Sen.  10th  September 

TaCaytaui  W.  Xlurl«n         AtSea,  11th  September 

Ti  WiUiaa  Uantden,  Emj At  Sen,  12th  September 

Ti  Caftein  BichBrdson At  Sea,  14th  September 

To  Cafitaiti  Gore At  Sea,  ISth  September  ! 

laCaftMnCockt         At  Sea,  17th  September  : 

To  C^Cam  RiehanUon At  Sea,  20th  September  : 

I*  Dactar  Baird Victorj,  22nd  September  : 

la  Zdirard  Cany,  £»q At  Sea,  22nd  September  : 

Ta  Bdwwd  Carejr,  Esq Victory,  22nd  September  : 

T«  WaEuii  Uaraden,  'Esq At  Sea,  2^ad  Sept«mbeT  : 

ToWaHanMuaden,  £»q At  Sea,  22ad  September  : 

la  J.  fi.  Gilcft,  Esq At  Sea,  25th  September  ' 

Ta  Ladjr  Uamiltaii Victory,  SSth  September 

Ta  Ciftua  Sdiomberg At  Sea,  39th  September  ! 

Ta  C^fieaiii  C<wk>        At  Sea,  9»tfa  September  : 

Ta  Captais  RichardjH>D At  Sea,  29th  September  : 

Ta  Ca(«»D  Lord  Kerr Off  Toulon,  1st  Octi>l<er  ! 

T*c44aul<Ioabny Off  Toulon,  I  «t  Ootober  ! 

Ta  llw  Ciftaiaa  oi  Cammanden  of  any  of  iat.  Majesty's  Shipu,  &g. 

At  Sea,  4th  October  • 

Ta  CipHia  Schomberg At  Sea,  4th  October  : 

Ta  UtaUeaat  Shaw        At  Sea,  4th  October  : 

Ta  Captain  Schomberg At  Sen,  4th  October  ! 

Ta  CafitMii  Crscnft At  Sea,  4th  October  I 

Ta  UmcaaBt  Shan At  Sea,  4th  October  ■ 

Ta  CafiluD  Vincent         At  Sea,  4th  October  ! 

Ta  Sir  Aleiauler  Ball 4th  October  ! 

Tv  l.irntctiant  Sp«ic«I At  Sea,  4th  October  ! 

Ta  lambUn  £*te,  Eaq Victory,  4tb  October  ! 

TatbrHooourable  il.  Doscan      .    .     .         Victory,  4th  October  : 

la  Uajor-Ganeral  VUlettei       ....         Victory,  4th  October  : 

Ta  Captain  Ctacraft At  Sea,  4tb  October  ' 

Ta  Majav-Genaral  VUlettca       ....         Victory,  5th  Oclol>er 
I«CaBnu««KNWT()tnay  ....  Victory,  6th  October 

b  hta  Kicillwtfy  Hugh  Elliot,  Stq.       .     ■     Victory,  7tb  October 
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To  hia  Excellency  Ilngh  Elliot,  Esq.       .    .     Victory.  7th  C 

To  the  Chevalier  Micfaeroui        ....         Victory.  7th  October 

Tu  hi«  Eicellenty  Hugh  Elliot,  Esij.        .     .     Victory,  7th  October 
To  hU  Excellency  Hugh  Elliot,  Esq.       .....      7th  October 

To  his  Excellency  Hugh  Elliot,  Ebij.  .  .  Victory,  8lh  October 
To  the  Right  Honourable  the  Earl  Cundcn,  K.G. 

At  Sea,  lOlh  October 
To  the  Right  Honourable  Earl  Spencer     .     Victory,  10th  October 

To  ViKount  Melville       lOlh  October 

To  William  Marsdeu,  Eb<{ At  Sea,  10th  October 

Tu  William  Maraden,  Esq At  Sea,  10th  October 

To  William  Moraden,  Esq At  Sea,  lOlh  October 

To  Williaui  Marwlen,  Esq At  Sea,  10th  October 

To  William  Maraden,  Esq At  Sea,  10th  October 

To  the  Bight  Honourable  the  Earl  Camden,  K.G. 

Victory,  1 1th  Octohr 
To  the  Right  Honuumble  the  Earl  Caiiiden,  E.G. 

Victory,  UthOctobo- 

To  Lord  Harrowhy  11th  October 

To  C^toin  Cnwraft  1 2  Ih  October 

To  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  Harronby   ....   11th  October 

To  C^tun  Cncraft Victory,  l-2tli  October 

To  Mr.  Tyson Victory,  12th  October 

To  Vice-Admiral  Bligft     .......  Victory,  12tli  October 

To  Lieutenant  C.  AdaiDMHi Victory,  12tb  Octobw 

To  Viscount  Melville At  Sea,  12th  OctiAer 

To  the  Ctptain-General  of  Barcelona   .     .     .  Victory,  12th  Octobw 

To  Captain  Gore Victory,  13th  October 

To  William  Marsden,  Esq At  Sea,  13th  October 

To  Captain  Gore Victory,  I3th  October 

To  Captun  Sir  Richard  Stmchan,  Bart.  .     .    At  Sea,  13th  October 

To  Ijidy  Hamilton         Victory,  13th  October 

To  William  Maraden,  Esq Virtory,  13th  October 

To  Mr.  J.  Debrett At  Sek,  13th  October 

To  William  Marsden,  Esq At  Sen,  14th  October 

Tu  Lieutenant  Kortwright At  Sea,  Hth  October 

To  William  Marsden,  Esq At  Sea,  Uth  October 

To  Coptain  Richordaon Victory,  15th  October 

To  Captain  Porquhar At  Sea,  15[h  October 

To  Captain  Boyle Victory,  19th  October 

To  Lieutenant  Woodman        Victory,  20th  October 

To  Mr.  Thomas  Atkinson       .     .       Madalena  laland*.  20th  October 

To  Sir  Ali-iander  Bull       Victory,  22nd  October 

To  Ilie  Mustera  of  H.  M.Shijtt  .  MaUulena  Isbinds,  22nd  October 
Tu  IVilliaiu  Marsden,  Esq.  .  .  Madiilena  laland.t,  24th  Octobeir 
To  George  Cocks,  Esq.      .    .    .      Hadalena  lalandsi,  26th  October 
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DUDt  Melville 30th  October 

n  iar  lUchard  John  Stmchan,  Bnrt.   At  Se»,  30th  October 

n  Gore At  Sea,  30th  October 

aCrM* At  Se«,  1st  Noremher 

a  Gore At  Sea,  1st  Noreniber 

n  MMtdeo,  Eiq At  Sea,  Ist  Novemlier 

hrl  Cunden 3rd  November 

imbton  Eate,  KfA\ 4th  November 

k  CfauDbefUin,  E^ Victory,  4tb  November 

n  Bobeit  i'ettet At  Sea,  4lh  November 

ii  Csptain  or  Commandir  of  H.  M.  ShipR,  &p. 

At  Sea,  4th  November 

n  GoTe Vittory,  4th  November 

itain  Gore At  Sea,  5th  November 

PC^)tun  Vincent At  Sea,  5th  November 

pC^itaiii  Richardson At  Sea,  8th  November 

_  nlui  Eicellency  Hugh  Elliot,  Eaq.  .     .      Victurj,  8th  November 

To  William  Manden,  Esq At  Sea,  8th  November 

f"  Vaplain  Gore Victory,  9th  November 

I'  LieqMiiant  Bobprt  Lloyd  ....  At  Sin,  9th  November 
1  Sif  Aleunder  Ball,  Bart Victory,  10th  November 

I  Tstilitrin  Durban At  Sea,  lath  Noveml«r 
litWSUimiMarsdpn,  Esq.  .  .  .  Off  Barcelona,  15lh  November 
Tn  Uu  R«apert)ve  Captains,  &c.     .    .    .     At  Sea,  Ifith  November 

7"  Ctptain  Jomea  Hillyar At  Sea,  15th  November 

f"  iKp  rwpectise  Captains  and  Commanders  of  his  Majesty's  Ships, 

fc; At  Sea,  IJth  November 

T"  Cipttin  Hnilowetl [About  ISth  November] 

T" [About  J3th  November] 

^ttMitiy  to  the  Navy  Board       ...      At  Sea,  20th  November 

To  William  Maraden,  Esq At  Sen,  20th  Novpmber 

To  WiGiim  Manden,  Esq At  Sea,  23rd  Noveml>er 

To  Alexander  Davison,  Esq Victory,  23rd  November 

To  Lily  Hamilton Victory,  28rd  November 

To  Comiuissioner  Otway Victory,  ■241h  November 

ToStrAleiaaidiTBall,  Bort Victory,  2flth  November    ' 

Itamniun  Marsden,  Esq At  Sea,  2Gth  November 

% CommiMioneT  Otwsy Victory,  Ist  December 

To  William  Marsden,  Esq At  Sea,  1st  December    ' 

i " '  iftaiu  Keats Victory,  3rd  December    : 

■ '  HMir-Admiral  Campbell At  Sea,  4th  December    : 

i'ltmr-Adralnil  Campbell At  Sea,  4th  December    : 

'    ^Viilbm  Marsdei^  Esq At  Sea,  4tli  December    ! 

'  "  ^ir  Alexaodcr  Ball,  Bart A'ictory,  5th  December    : 

"  IVilliain  Msr»lcii,,  Esq Sardinia,  14lh  December 

' '  lunmlraonnr  OtK-ay Victory,  14th  December 


^ 
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To  CitptBiii  Sutton       

To  Vice-Admiral  Sir  John  Orde,  Bart. 

.  Pula  Bay,  16th  Decemlwr    a 

To  hiB  EiceUency  Hugh  ElUot,  Esq.  . 

-    Victory,  I9th  December    i 

To  hk  Excelleocy  Hugh  ElUot,  Esq.  . 

To  hi«  ExcsUcDcy  Hugh  ElUot,  Esq.  . 

.    Victory,  19th  DeoenJier    3| 

TotheQueenortheTwoSicilks  .   Gulf  of  Falnw,  19tb  December    4 

To  WiUiam  Mamden,  Eaq 

.      At  Sea,  2l8t  December    9| 

To  Willifttn  Msrsden.  Esq 

.      AtSea,21>tDeoembeT    H 

To  Captain  ParkM Off  St.  Sebastians.  23rd  December    Si 

.    Victory,  25th  December    9t 

To  Willimn  Man^den,  Esq 

.     At  Sea,  26th  December    Sl 

To  WUliam  Marsden,  Eiq 

At  Sea,  26th  December    il 

To  William  Marsden,  E«i 

.      At  Sea, -ieth  December    31 

To  William  Marsden,  Esq 

To  Williun  Manden,  Eeq 

.     At  Sea,  26th  December    31 

To  AVUliwn  Manden,  Esq 

.      At  Sea.  26th  December    31 

To  WiUiam  Mariden,  Esq 

.     At  Sea,  2Gth  Decamber    3l 

To  Robert  Cartwright,  Esq 

.      At  Sea,  aath  December    » 

To  the  Dey  of  Algiers 

Off  Toulon,  28th  December    31 

To  C^taiD  Keats 

.    Viot«ry,  2Bth  December    3l 

To  Earl  CwndeD,  K.G 

.     Victory,  aaai  December    « 

To  Vice-Admiral  Sir  John  Orde,  Bart 

.      At  Sea,  29th  December    9 

To  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Walpole  .     . 

To  Captain  KeaU 

.    Victory,  29th  December    a 

To  Alexander  Davison,  Esq.      .     .     . 

.    Victory,  29th  December    31 

To  WUliam  Marsden,  Esq 

To  Captain  Parker 

.      At  Sea,  30th  Decerabw    » 

Private  Instrnctions  to  CaptMn  I'arker 

....     80th  December    » 

To  Viscount  MelvUle 

ToLOTdMoi™ 

.    .    .    [About  December]    S. 

1805 

To  SirAlexander  Ball,  Bart.      .    .     . 

1st  January    3', 

To  his  Higlmess  the  Grand  Vizir  .     . 

.    OffTouJon,  2nd  January     3: 

.    .    Victory,  2nd  January    3! 

To  Capt^  F.  S.  Mouat 

.     .     ,  At  Sea,  4th  January    3! 

Majesty's  Ships,  &c. 

At  Sea,  4tb  January    S: 

To  Captain  Bennet 

.    .     At  Sea,  4tb  January    3 

To  William  Marsden,  Esq 

.     .      At  Sea,  4th  January     3! 

.     .     Victory,  7th  January     S 

To  his  EicellP"      ■•    -b  Elliot,  E»<i. . 

.    .  Victory,  1 3th  January    3 

XoCBptaiu                            .... 

.    .  Victory,  lUth  January    3: 

ISOS, 

Tn  In,  Exrelkucy  Uagb  Elliot,  Esq, .    .    .  Victorj-,  latli  JauuaTj 
To  CipUin  I'ntiL  Sulberan  .     .     .Hadtleiiu  IslAtids,  l-tth  Jaututrjr 

T"  t.'»ptMn  Kttmla Victory,  15th  Jwiuary 

'  ^Villudi  Maraden,  Esq.    .     .     .  MndoleDS  liUnds,  IQth  Jwiuary 

■'m  Right  Han.  EbtI  Camden    ....  Victorj-,  16th  Jauutrp 

■     .<iDunixsioDer  OtwBj Victory,  18th  Janiuiy 

■^■y IBthJanuwy 

< npUiD  ThomaK,  H.M.  S.  .^tna  .    .    .  Victor}',  19th  Jumary 
.    hit  EioelleDcy  Sir  John  Acton,  Bart.       Victory,  22nd  Juiuary 

i '  ^ir  AlexMider  Ball,  Bsit Victory,22nd  January 

Ui")- 22nd  January 

To  hit  £tc«lkncy  Ungb  Elliot,  Esq- 
Gulf  of  Cagliari,  25th  January 
Tu  hii  EKcellency  Sir  John  Acton,  Bart.      Victory,  '2flth  Junuary 
I»  hit  EMtllency  the  TTlce-Roy  of  Sicily        At  Sen,  a6th  January 

IWntB  Diary     , Victory,  29th  January 

lb  William  Martden,  Eaq.    .     .     .    Faro  of  Mesiinik,  29tb  January 

lb  Sit  Alexander  Ball,  Bart Victory,  Slat  Janoary    : 

lb Victory,  I»t  Februaxy 

ToWilliamMarsden,  E»q At  Sea,  4th  Febmary 

TgSuoual  Bri^ga,  Esq Victory,  4th  February 

' ' 'Minuel  Briggs,  Esq Victory,  4th  February 

'  '  ^ViUiaai  Marcden,  Eeq At  Sea,  8th  February 

.   Mt  Alexander  Ball,  Bart.        Off  Goio  of  Candia,  llth  February 
lu  WiUiam  Moraileii,  Esq. 

Off  the  West  End  of  Candiu,  12th  February 
IvUie  Right  Honourable  Lord  Viscount  Melville       14th  February 

Td  Wlliiam  Marsden,  Etq At  Sea,  leih  February 

I'j  William  Handen,  Eaq At  Sea,  2l9t  Fehruary 

^Vllliam  Marsden,  Esq At  Sea,  22nd  February 

Kjar-Adiuinl  Sir  Richard  Bickerton     .    .    .     27th  February 
: '  H'iUiam  Manden,  Esq At  Sea,  4th  March    . 

i-r»l  Order [About  4th  March] 

ij  Alexander  Ball,  Bart.       Victory,  Gulf  of  Palma,  8th  March 

I "  i.&dy  Hamilton        Victory,  9th  March 

In  Viscount  Melviilt       .    .       [Apparently  about  the  9th  March] 

Id  IVilliiiD  Mar^den,  Es<| At  Sea,  lOth  March 

to  Uk-  Bight  Honourable  Viscount  Melville       At  Sea,  10th  March 

10  Akiander  Davison,  Esq Victory,  llth  March 

'   ''^ilain  Bayntun 11th  March    . 

'  "'III'  Surgeon,  Furaer,  and  Clerk  of  U.  M.  Sloop  Raven 

At  Sea,  12th  March    . 

i"  M'iffiam  MoTidcn,  Esq Victory,  13th  March     . 

Xo  .llexauder  Darison,  Esq Victory,  13th  March     . 

TorKK-idmiralCollingwood Victory,  13th  March 

ftWUlton  Mandeu.  B*q At  Sea,  Uth  March 
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To  William  Marsden,  Esq At  Sea,  14th  Itfarch 

To  William  Marsden,  Esq At  Sea,  14th  March 

To  Captain  Sutton Victory,  14th  March 

To  William  Marsden,  Esq At  Sea,  14th  March 

To  William  Marsden,  Esq At  Sea,  14th  March 

To  General  Fox Victory,  14th  March    i 

To  William  Marsden,  Esq At  Sea,  14th  March    i 

To  Admiral  Lord  Badstock Victory,  15th  March    * 

To  Earl  Camden Victory,  15th  March    l 

To  William  Marsden,  Esq At  Sea,  17th  March    t 

To  William  Marsden,  Esq At  Sea,  18th  March    i 

To  Captain  F.  S.  Mouat At  Sea,  18th  March    S 

To  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy     ...       At  Sea,  18th  March    9 

To  William  Marsden,  Esq At  Sea,  19th  March    S 

To  William  Marsden,  Esq At  Sea,  20th  March    S 

To  William  Marsden,  Esq Falma  Bay,  26th  March    S 

To  William  Marsden,  Esq Falma  Bay,  26th  March    3 

To  his  Excellency  Hugh  Elliot,  Esq.      Gulf  of  Pahna,  27th  March    3 

To  William  Marsden,  Esq Sardinia,  27th  March    2 

To  Fatrick  Wilkie,  Esq Falma  Bay,  27th  March    S 

To  Captain  Brahazon        [Ahout  29th  March]    £ 

To  William  Marsden,  Esq Sardinia,  29th  March 

To  Sir  Alexander  Ball,  Bart Victory,  29th  March 

To  William  Marsden,  Esq Victory,  30th  March 

To  Commissioner  Otway Victory,  30th  March 

To  Captain  Keats Victory,  30th  March 

To  William  Marsden,  Esq Falma  Bay,  30th  March 

To  William  Marsden,  Esq Victory,  30th  March 

To  Doctor  Sewell [Ahout  30th  March] 

To  the  Commissioners  of  the  Transport  Board 

Sardinia,  30th  March 

To  Alexander  Davison,  Esq Victory,  80th  March 

To  Vice- Admiral  Bligh Victory,  31st  March 

To  Earl  Camden,  K.G Victory,  Ist  April 

To  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  Radstock     .     .    Victory,  1st  April 

To  Earl  Camden,  K.G Victory,  3rd  April 

To  Ci^tain  Sir  Richard  Strachan,  Bart. .    .    .    Victory,  Srd  April 

To  Captain  Thomas Victory,  3rd  April 

To  Captfun  Durban 4th  April 

To  William  Marsden,  Esq At  Sea,  4th  April 

To  William  Marsden,  Esq At  Sea,  5th  April 

To  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  Melville 5th  April 

To  Earl  Camden,  K.G 5th  April 

To  .the  Grand  V5«S«*-       5th  April    2 

To  Cominia^  Victory,  6th  April    t 

1\>8irA^  .    •    .    •    .     Victory,  6th  April    a 
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To  Sir  Alexwider  B»ll,  Bart Victory,  1 0th  Miy  4 

To  Admir&l  Cfttnpbell 10th  May  i 

To  the  Commander  of  any   of  hia   Miyesty'*  Ships  or   Ves»eU  in 

search  of  the  Meditemnean  Squadron  .    Lagos  Bay,  lOth  ilty  4 

To  William  Marsden,  Esrj Victory,  10th  May  41 

To  lUnr-Admira]  Knight lllh  May  4 

To  Waiiam  Marsden,  Esq.                Off  Cape  St.  Vincent,  11th  May  41 

To  William  Maraden,  Esq.                OfTCape  St.  Vlnoent.  11th  May  41 

To  Viscoant  Sidmouth     .    .    .      Off  Cape  St.  Vincmt.  llth  May  II 

To  WUliam  Mandon,  Etq Victory,  14th  May  41 

To  Earl  Camden,  K.G. Victory,  14th  May  ti 

To  Earl  Camden,  K,0 Victory,  Uth  May  4< 

To  Alekander  Daviaon,  Eicj Victory,  Uth  May  44 

To  William  Haslewood,  Esq Victory,  18th  May  U 

To  Lady  Hamaton At  Sea,  16th  May  44 

To  Captain  Keala        Victory,  19th  May  * 

Plan  of  Attack « 

To  WilUom  Maraden,  E«q.         .     .    .      Off  Cariials  Bay,  4th  Jane  41 

To  William  Mar^len,  Eiq.         Victory,  4th  Jnn*  « 

To  C^tain  Hardy         Barbadoefl,  5th  June  44 

To  William  Marsden,  E»q.         ...            Off  Trinidad,  8th  June  « 

Diary 8th  June  41 

To  the  Bight  Honourable  Lord  Seaforth      ....           8th  June  4' 

To  CapUin  J.  W,  Maurice         At  Sen,  8th  June  * 

To  Simon  Taylor,  Esq 10th  June  * 

To  William  Marsden,  Eaq.        .    .    Under  (tuadaloupe,  11th  June  4 

To  William  Maraden,  Eaq Victory,  12th  Juns  « 

To  William  Manden,  Esq Victory,  12th  June  4. 

To  Alexander  Datison,  Esq Victory,  lath  June  ♦ 

To  Sir  Alexander  Bal),  Bart [About  12th  June]  « 

To  the  Kight  Honourable  Earl  Cainden             [About  12th  Jnne]  4 

To  H.  R.  H.  the  Duke  of  Clarence 12th  June  4 

To  William  MoTBden,  Eaq Off  Antigua,  12th  June  4J 

To  the  Bight  Honourable  Lonl  Fitxgerald   .         At  Sea,  15th  June  it 

To  Captwn  Malcolm          Victory,  1 6th  June  4 

To  Sir  Evan  Nepean,  Bart Victory,  16th  Juno  4J 

To  theCapliunaofanyof  H.M.  Ships  cruising  off  the  Wen  (em  Islands 

17th  June  41 

To  M^or-General  Villettea IBthJune  4 

To  hia  Eicellency  Sir  John  AL-ton,  Bart.              Victory,  18th  Jnne  4 

To  William  Maraden,  Esq IHth  June  41 

To  hia  Eicallency  Hugh  Elliot,  Esq 18th  June  « 

To  Commissioner  Olway 18th  June  41 

To  \^'illiam  Marsden,  Esq Victorr,  18th  June  41 

To  Captain  Keats             Victor)-,  19th  June  41 

To  Captain  S<                       Victory,  30th  Jum  41 
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160S,  tonlimud. 

1 aiatJune     ■ 

|Bi  Uarsden,  Esq At  Sen,  26tli  June    ' 

to  BnttMi  Victory,  SOth  June    ' 

In  Mknd«i,  Eiq At  Sea,  30th  June    ■ 

ViUan,  E*q Victon',  30tt>  June    ■ 

ifa  Fwluir Victory,  SOth  June     ' 

^dmirol  Louis        Victorj,  1st  July 

pip  HBgiead        Victory,  Ut  July    < 

8th  July    ■ 

Keob Victory,  10th  July    ■ 

MlMkni«T  Otviy Victor^-,  lOth  July    ' 

kAdminl  Knight Victory,  10th  July    ■ 

pm  Uarwl«D,  Esit At  Scb,  loth  July 

"n  Pnker  10th  July     • 

17th  July    . 

18th  July 

teiral  Collingwood Victory,  18th  July 

n  lUrsden,  Esq July,  20th  July 

20th  July 

it  HoDoumble  Lord  BArham  Victory,  20th  July 

miiftl  ColUngwood  ,     .     .  Victory,  20th  July 

n  Hsnden,  Esq [About  'JOth  July] 

sncy  Hugh  EUiot,  Esq,      .     .         Gibraltar,  2lBt  July 
Mllency  Sir  John  Acton,  Bart.    Gibrftltnr  Bay,  2lBt  July 
"  rr  John  Ball.  Bart       .     .     .      Gibrsltar,  21st  July 

J  Naples Gibraltar,  2lBt  July 

Ldmiral  Sir  Richard  Biekerton,  Bart.    Victory,  21»t  July 
J  Sir  Richard  Biekerton,  Bart.    Victory,  21rt  July 

d  Knight Victory,  2Ut  July 

Victory,  2 lit  July 

BMandra,  E«q.    .....  Gibraltar  Bay,  21  st  July 

n  Bayntnn Victory,  '21st  July 

Adminl  Knight  ........  Victory,  22od  July 

Adnural  Knight 22ml  July 

Victory,  22nd  July 

1,  Esq Victory,  22nd  July 

sand  July 

&  Marsden,  Eiiq Victory,  23rd  July 

it  Honoaruble  Lord  Barbam  .     .     .    Tetuau,  23rd  July 

ninble  Captain  Capel Victory,  23rd  July 

a  Manden,  Eiq.  Victory,  23rd  July 

B  Handen,  Esq Tetnan  Bay,  23rd  July 

liniral  Knight Tetuan  Bay,  23M  July 

T  DaviMo,  Esq Victory,  24lh  July 

n  Parker Victor^.  25th  July 

D  I^ker       Off  C*di»,  23lh  July 
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rAM 

To  William  Marsden,  Esq Victory,  25th  July  M 

To  Vice- Admiral  Collingwood       ....        Victory,  25th  July  497 

To  Vice- Admiral  CoUingwood       .    .    .  Off  Cadiz,  25th  July  497 

To  Bear- Admiral  Sir  Richard  Bickerton,  Bart., 

Victory,  25th  July  498 

To  William  Marsden,  Esq Victory,  26th  July  499 

To  Admiral  the  Honourable  William  Comwallis 

Off  Cape  St  Mary%  27th  July  500 

To Off  Cape  St.  Mary's,  27th  July  501 

To  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  Gardner 

Off  Cape  St.  Mary's,  27th  July  501 
To  the  Conmianders  of  any  Frigates  or  Vessels  on  the  Irish  or 

Channel  Station     ....      Off  Cape  St  Mary's,  27th  July  50i 


ANALYSIS 


OF  THB 


LIFE     OF     NELSON, 


FROM  MAT  1804  TO  JULY  1805. 


MOVTH.  FACTS. 


1 804-  )     VicB- Admieal  of  thb  White,  Commanding 

—  Miy  >        in  Chiefin  the  Mediterranean,  with  hifl  Flag 

J         in  the  Victory,  off  Toulon. 

—  —      11th Anchored  at  the  Madalena  Islands. 

—  —      19th Proceeded  off  Toulon. 

to  )     Off  Toulon.    On  the  14th  of  June,  the  French 

—  July    30th         )         Fleet  came  out,  hut  returned  to  Port. 

31st Anchored  in  Palma  Bay,  Sardinia. 

—  August  7th Sailed 

—  —       8th Anchored  in  Pula  Roads,  in  the  Gulf  of  Cag- 

liarL 

—  —     10th Proceeded  off  Toulon. 


to  I 

rlTth      J 


OctoherlTth       ^    Off  Toulon. 

—      1 8th Anchored  at  the  Madalena  Islands. 

—      27th Proceeded  off  Toulon. 

^        v^,*uu      |... Off  Toulon. 
Decemher  12th      ) 

—      13th Anchored  in  Pula  Roads,  in  the  Gulf  of 

Cagliari. 

—      17th Sailed. 

—      I8th Anchored  in  Palma  Bay. 

—      19th Proceeded  off  Toulon. 


**^,,^      I... Off  Toulon. 
Y  11th      3 


1805-  January  11th 

I2th Anchored  at  the  Madalena  Islands. 


«J 
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TRAI.  IfOXTH.  riCTS. 

1805,  eontimud   Vice-Abhibal  op  the  Whitb.  | 

-^    January  19th Received  informatkm  that  the  French  Flail  . 

had  sailed  on  the  18th  from  Toulon,  aii  • 
immediately  proceeded  with  the  Sqnadna, 
on  the  East  side  of  Saidinia,  to  the  Soathoa 

end  of  that  Island. 

—  —       22nd Sixteen  leagues  East  of  Cape  Carbonara. 

—  —       25th  In  the  Gulf  of  Cagliari. 

—  —       29th  Passed  the  Faro  of  Mfwina,  and,  supposmg 

that  the  Enemy  had  gone  to  i^ypt,  pro- 
ceeded to  Alexandria. 

—  February  8th  Off  Alexandria. 

—  —       12th  Off  Candia.    Hearmg  nothing  of  the  Freuch 

Fleet,  proceeded  hack  to  Sardinia. 

—  —       19th  OffMalta.    Learnt  that  the  French  Fleet  bad 

returned  to  Toulon. 
-^      —       28th  Anchored  in  Pula  Roads,  Sardinia. 

—  March  4th    After  two  attempts  to  put  to  sea,  sailed  from 

Pula  Roads. 

—  —        7th    Anchored. 

—  —       8th    Sailed,  and  anchored  in  Palma  Bay. 

—  —       9th    Proceeded  off  Toulon. 

*°,         I...  Off  Toulon. 

—  —     26th         i 

—  —     27th    Anchored  in  the  Gulf  of  Palma. 

—  —      30th  '• Sailed. 

—  ^     31st    Anchored  in  Pula  Roads. 

—  April  3rd      Sailed. 

—  —      4th     Received  intelligence  that  the  Enemy*s  Fleet 

was  at  sea,  having  left  Toulon  on  the  SOth 
or  31st  of  March.  Proceeded  to  the  West- 
ward, between  Galita  and  Sardinia. 

—  —    18th     Off  Tore.    Learnt  that  the  French  Fleet  had 

passed  Gibraltar  on  the  8th,  and  proceeded 
to  Gibraltar. 

—  Moy  4th     Anchored  at  Tetuan 

—  —      5th     Sailed  from  Tetuan. 

—  —      6th     Anchored  at  Gibraltar,  and  sailed  in  the  evening. 

—  —      9th     Anchored  in  Lagos  Bay. 

—  —     1 1  th    Proceeded  to  the  West  Indies,  in  pursuit  of  the 

Combined  Fleet 

—  June  4th     Anchored  in   Carlisle   Bay,   Barbadoes,    and 

having  heard  that  the  Enemy*s  Fleet  had 
gone  to  Tobago  and  Trinidad,  embarked 
2000  Troops.     . 

—  —      5th    SaUed, 
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nA&.  MOKTH.  FACTS. 

WAy  eamthtmed    Yicb-Admibal  of  the  Whitb. 

—  June  6th     OffTobago. 

—  —       7th     Anchored  in  the  Gulf  of  Paria,  Trinidad. 

_      —       8th     Sailed.    Heard  that  the  French    Fleet   had 

arrived  at  Martinique  on  the  4th,  and  was 
erroneouilj  informed  that  it  was  to  sul  for 
an  attack  on  Grenada  and  Dominica. 

—  —      9th    In  St  George's  Bay,  Grenada. 

—  —     11th    Off  GuadakHipe. 

—  «•     12th Anefaored  at  St  John's,  Antigua ;  disembarked 

the  Troops,  and  determined  to  proceed  to- 
wards the  Mediterranean,  believing  that  the 
Enemy  had  returned  to  Europe. 

—  —     ISih Sailed  from  Antigua. 

—  July  8th     Off  the  Azores. 

—  —     18th    Off  Cape  Spartel. 

—  —     19th    Anchored  at  Gibraltar. 

—  —     22iid   Sailed  from  Gibraltar,  and  anchored  at  Tetuan. 

—  —     2drd    Sailed  from  Tetuan,  and  having  heard  that  the 

Enemy  had  been  seen  on  the  19th,  steering 
for  the  Northward,  proceeded  for  Ushant. 


LETTER  S. 


1804— iET.  45. 

TO  UKAR-ADMIRAL  SIR  KDWARI)  PKLLKW,  BAUT.' 

[From  Clarke  aud  M*Artlinr,  vol.  ii.  p.  .*m-2.] 
^  May  iKe.  18(U. 

You  have  always,  my  dear  Sir  Edward,  proved  yourself  so 
equal  to  command  a  Fleet,  that  it  would  be  a  sin  to  place  you 
in  any  other  situation,  and  my  services  arc  very  nearly  at  an 
end;  for,  in  addition  to  other  infirmities,  I  am  nearly  blind: 
however,  I  hope  to  fight  one  more  Battle.     I  am,  &c.. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  J.  B.  GIBERT,  ESQ^  HIS  MAJESTY'S  VICE-COXSUU 

BARCELONA. 

[Autograph  draagbt  in  the  possession  of  Earl  Nelson,  and  Letter-Book.] 

Sir,  Victory,  at  Soa,  Ist  May.  Ift04. 

I  am  much  obliged  by  your  letter  of  the  25th  ultimo, 
respecting  the  Hindostan ;'  but  I  am  afraid  that  little  of  value 
except  anchors  is  unbumt,  and,  therefore,  that  it  would  hardly 
answer  the  expense  of  sending  for  Nea{>olitan  divers.  How- 
ever,  if  any  person  save  any  of  the  effects,  I  nm  perfectly 
ready  to  allow  them  a  most  liberal  salvage ;  but,  as  I  said 
before,  unless  it  is  the  people  who  live  in  the  Bay,  and  watch 
the  opportunity  of  fine  weather,  I  much  doubt  if  it  would  pay 
the  expenses  of  the  undertaking.     Captain  Lc  Gros  certainly 

>  Aft«nrard«  Admiral  Viscoant  Exmouth,  G.C.B.,  who  hod  then  expressed  his 
icsire  to  serve  under  I^ord  Nelson, 
s  Viiie  Tol.  T.  p.  .00:). 

VOL.  VU  B 


Llbopc  u> 


^rntlcr  of 
^^^  ibli!,  Bend- 
^MUoT  Sardinia,  for 

^ , I'ince  of  gpcai  rt-^xm  ; 

_^,..    Ihc  h\t  of  Vnrli,.  nr 
■'■  pYc  tbcm  Uif-'ii  li 
'  mill  otlvisu  fnr.l  i 
[^lund  I  dn  tuii  ' 
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belonging  to  any  State  which  can  give  it  Neutrality.  From 
thence,  passing  under  the  Cannes,  and  either  pass  between 
Plane  Island,  and  the  Point  of  Porto  Farino,  or  outside  of  i^ 
steer  for  the  Islands  of  Zimbra,  from  which  place  last  yearooe 
of  these  Captains  of  French  Privateers  made  captures  of  oar 
Ships  passing,  using  the  Tunisian  flag,  and  dressing  their 
men  with  turbans  &c. ;  and  on  representing  the  capture  to  the 
Bey  of  Tunis,  his  answer  was,  that  the  Islands  of  Zimbrawere 
Rocks  in  the  sea,  from  which  the  English  might  look  out,  m 
well  as  the  French,  but  that  Prizes  must  not  be  taken  within 
gun-shot  of  his  Coast  It  is  therefore  evident  that  the  Bey 
did  not  consider  the  Zimbras  as  part  of  his  Coast,  and  there- 
fore that  you  may  take  Vessels  close  to  Zimbra,  and  you  nuiy 
do  the  same  close  to  the  Rocks  called  Cannes,  which  arc 
several  miles  from  the  shore ;  but  you  will  be  very  careful  not 
to  infringe  the  Neutrality  of  Tunis,  by  making  captnret 
within  cannon  shot  of  the  shore. 

Should  you  gdn  no  information  of  the  Privateers,  you  will 
stand  over  to  Pantellaria,  and  from  thence  to  Maritimoi  in* 
quiring  at  those  places,  and  Trepani,  for  information ;  and  nol 
being  able  to  get  such  information  as  may  lead  you  to  suppoK 
it  in  your  power  to  get  at  them,  you  will  return  and  join  roe. 

I  would  recommend  disguising  both  the  Brigs  from  th 
moment  of  separation,  and  I  rely  upon  your  exertions  it 
getting  hold  of  these  gentry ;  and  if  you  do,  take  them  tt 
Malta,  and  take  care  the  Captains  and  Officers  of  the  Privft 
teers  are  not  liberated  upon  any  account 


TO  THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE  LORD  HOBAUT,  SECRETARY  OF 
STATE  FOR  THE  WAR  DEPARTiMENT. 

[Autograph,  in  the  Colonial  Office.] 

Victorr,  May  3rd,  1804. 

My  dear  Lord, 
In  addition  to  what  I  have  formerly  said  about  Sardinia^ 
have  only  to  add,  that  such  is  its  present  state,  that  an  otS 
will  generally  be  made  of  it  to  the  French,  if  we  will  not  tal 
it,  by  treaty,  or  some  other  way ;  for  under  the  presei 
G(  'be  Inhabitants  do  not  wj^h  to  live.    Having, 
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ftrmcr  letters,  stated  its  ioimcnse  importance,  I  only  now 
presome  to  bring  the  subject  forward  to  your  Lordship's  most 
ferionis  consideration.  The  question  is  not,  shall  the  King  of 
Sndinia  keep  it  ?  that  is  out  of  the  question ;  he  cannot,  for 
toy  length  of  time.  If  France  possesses  it,  Sicily  is  not  safe 
ID  hour;  and  the  passage  to  the  Levant  is  completely  blocked 
^  Pardon  me,  my  Lord,  for  bringing  this  important  subject 
«gUD  before  you :  but  I  really  think  that  I  should  not  do  my 
dutj  to  my  Country  if  I  did  not    I  am,  &c.. 

Nelson  and  Bromte. 


TO  J.  B.  GIBERT,  ESQ^  HIS  iMAJESTV's  VICE-CONSUL, 

BARCELONA. 

[Letter  Book.] 

Victoiy,  at  Sen,  3nl  May,  18(U. 

Sir, 
In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  1st  instant,  I  herewith 
endosc  you  a  list  of  the  late  Swift  Cutter's  crew,  received  by 
bis  Majesty's  Ship  Juno,  and  Camcleon  Sloop.*  I  am  happy 
to  find  that  our  two  Countries  still  continue  in  amity,  though 
I  bare  very  much  to  complain  of  the  limited  supplies  of  bul- 
locks and  fresh  beef  at  Rosas,  as  contrary  to  the  subsisting 
treaties  between  them,  and  request  you  will  officially  mention 
this  to  his  Excellency,  the  Captain  General  at  Barcelona.     I 

ttn,  with  much  respect,  &c., 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  LADY  HAMILTON. 
[From  **  Lord  Nelsou's  Letters  to  Lady  Ilamilton,"  vol.  ii.  p.  Xi.] 

Victory,  May  ntli,  isoi. 

I  find,  my  dearest  Emma,  that  your  picture  is  very  much 
rfmired  by  the  French  Consul  at  Barcelona ;  and  that  he  has 
not  sent  it  to  be  admired — which,  I  am  sure,  it  would  be — by 
BooDaparte.     They  pretend,  that  there  were  three  pictures 

'  On  tbe  9rd  of  May  1H04,  Lord  Nelson  signed  an  acknowledgment  to  ]iR\e 
leeeifed  from  J.B.Gibert,  Knq.,  lii«  Britannic  MiijeHiy's  Vicr-Consul  nt  BnrcelonH, 
fcf  the  Jiim>  and  Camelcon,  Mr.  Ihaac  Watson,  Master,  tlie  Gunner,  Boatswain, 
§ai  iftee B  Seamen,  late  belonging  to  the  Swift  Cutter. — LctUr-Book. 
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taken.     I  wish  I  had  them ;  but  they  arc  all  gone,  as  irre- 
trievably s\8  the  dispatches — unless  we  may  read  them  in  a 
buck,  as  we  printed  tlieir  correspondence  firom  Egypt.^    Bu^ 
from   us,  what  can  they  find  out?     That  I  love  you  most 
dearly;    and  hate  the  French  most  damnably.     Dr.  Scott 
went  to  Barcelona,  to  try  to  get  the  private  letters ;  but,  I 
fancy,  they  are  all  gone  to  Paris.    The  Swedish  and  American 
Consuls  told  him,  that  the  French  Consul  had  your  picture, 
and  read  your  letters ;  and,  the  Doctor  thinks,  one  of  tbem 
probably  read  the  letters.     By  the  M aster^s  account  of  the 
Cutter,  I  would  not  have  trusted  a  pair  of  old  shoes  in  her. 
He  tells  me,  she  did  not  sail,  but  was  a  good  Sea-boat. 

I  hope,  Mr.  Marsden  will  not  trust  any  more  of  my 
private  letters  in  such  a  conveyance  ;  if  they  choose  to  trust 
the  affairs  of  the  Public  in  such  a  thing,  I  cannot  help  it 
I  long  for  the  Invasion  being  over ;  it  must  fmish  the  War, 
and  1  have  no  fears  for  the  event 


TO  CAPTAIN  CRACRAn\  II.M.  SHIP  AXSON. 

[Order-Book.] 

Victor}',  Rt  Son,  Oili  May,  IRU. 

Whereas,  it  has  been  represented  to  me  that  the  Private 
Marme  named  in  the  margin,  had  for  some  particular  reasons 
entered  into  the  service  by  that  name,  but  is,  in  realit}',  a 
young  man  of  genteel  family,  with  good  expcct^itions,  and  his 
discharge  having  at  tlie  same  time  been  solicited,  you  arc 
hereby  recjuired  and  directed  to  discharge  the  said  Charles 
Taylor  from  his  Majesty's  Ship  under  your  command,  into  the 
first  Ship  of  War  going  to  England,  durecting  the  Commander 
of  such  Ship  to  state  to  the  Admiralty  the  particulars  of  his 
case,  in  order  that  their  Lordships  may  grant  him  his  dis- 
charge from  the  Service,  in  such  manner  as  may  appear  to 
them  proper. 

Nelson  akd  Bronte. 

•  Vide  Tol  V.  p.  503,  note  4. 


TO  CAPTAIN  MOUBRAY,  H.M.  SiriP  ACTIVE. 


Vioiorf,  u  Sti„  lOib  Mnt.  leot. 

reas,  it  is  my  iolcotion  to  proceed  imniedialcly  with 

fqaadroti  to  the  Madalcna  Islands,  for  the  purpoee  of 

licting  the  wood  and  water  of  tlie  different  Sbipg,  and 

ling  the  Doccsary  refreshments  for  their  Companies, 

p  will  Dot  detain  me  more  than  five  or  six  days  at  that 

;  You  arc,  therefore,  hereby  required  and  directed 

t  his  Majesty's  Ships  named  in  the  mar^n '  under  your 

land,  and  remain  on  Rendezvous  No.  102,  for  the  pur- 

lof  watching  the  Enemy's  motions  at  Toulon,  and  ac- 

g  any  of  Iiis  Majesty's  Ships  or  Vessels  in  search  of 

^nadron  where  I  am  gone  ta     You  will  take  an  early 

inity  of  reconnoitring  the  Enemy's  force  at  the  above 

'^Titioned  place,  and  as  they  are  occasionally  in  the  habit 

sending  out  two  or  three  of  tlieir  Frigates,  (sometimes 

i/cr  cover  of  a  Ship  of  the  Line),  you  will  perform  this 

'ii-c  with  proper  caution,  so  as  to  eitable  you  to  asccrtma 

'  ^r  real  situation,  without  the  risk  of  being  captured.    And 

:;  will  be  desirable  for  roe  to  know  the  Enemy's  motions, 

'.  will  on  the  first  eicaniination  of  Toulon,  afler  my  leaving 

1.  tend  a  Frigate  to  Madalena  with  an  account  thereof,  and 

;i;nue  frequently  with  the  rest  of  your  Ships  to  reconnoitre 

:i,  during  my  absence  as  above  mentioned;  taking  par- 

:l-ir  care  that  some  Vessel  of  War  is  leii  upon  Rendezvous 

102,  in  order  to  acquaint  anything  in  search  of  the  Fleet 

I  re  it  is  gone  to,  calculating  from  the  time  I  leave  you, 

II  the  Squadron  may  be  able  to  gain  the  anchorage  at 

'  'Inleoo,  and  bearing  in  mind  that  it  will  only  remain  there 

fin;  or  six  days  for  the  purpose  before  mentioned ;  and  after- 

ttflrds,  if  the  wind  is  from  the  F^tward,  the  Squadron  will 

proceed  on  the  West  side  of  Corsica,  but  if  from  the  Wcet- 

nnlon  the  East  side  of  that  Island,  to  Rendezvous  No.  102, 

where  you  will  keep  a  good  look-out  for  my  return,  in  order 

!lttt  I  may  be  joined  by  the  Frigates  the  moment  I  arrive  on 

^Hrid  iteodezvous.     Should  the  Enemy  in  the  meantime 

^^H  '  AeilTO,  Sulianc,  Flivbe,  AmuDu. 
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put  to  sea,  you  will  be  governed  in  eommimicating  an  account 

thereof  to  me,  from  the  circumstances  above  stated,  sending 

a  Vessel  on  the  East  and  West  side  of  Corsica  to  fall  in  witb 

me,  in  case  the  Squadron  should  have  left  the  Madalent 

Islands, 

Nelson  and  Bbonte. 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ.,  ADMIRALTY. 
[Origtiifil,  in  tUe  Admiralty.] 

.  Victory,  at  Sen,  lOtli  May,  1801 

Sir, 
I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  4th  ultimo,  with  a  copf 
of  the  letter  therein  mentioned,  vrhich  has  been  written  by 
the  Secretary  of  State  to  Sir  Alexander  Ball,  respecting  the 
appropriation  of  the  Palace  of  Bugia  for  the  service  of » 
Naval  Hospital ;  and  you  will  please  to  acquaint  the  Lorto 
Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  that  I  have  sent  Doctor  Snipe 
to  Malta  to  consult  with  Sir  Alexander  Ball,  and  to  assist  ia 
forming  an  estimate  of  the  expense  attendiijg  the  same  for  Lord 
Ilobart's  information.  You  will,  at  the  same  time,  acquaint 
their  Lordships,  that  the  additional  building  to  the  said  Palace 
mentioned  by  Doctor  Snipe  is  absolutely  necessary,  for  tte 
convenience  and  comfort  of  a  Naval  Hospital,  and  that  * 
certain  space  of  ground  attached  to  the  said  building  is  alao 
indispensably  necessary  for  a  garden,  a  place  for  the  con- 
valescent Seamen  and  Marines  to  enjoy  a  little  exercise  and 

fresh  air.     I  am,  &c.. 

Nelson  and  Bronts. 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEX,  fllSQ.,  ADMIRALTY. 

[Originnli  in  tbe  Admiralty.] 

Victory,  at  Sen,  10th  May,  ISOL 

Sir, 

1  have  received  your  letter  of  the  16th  March,  togethc 

\vith  a  copy  of  the  one  therein  mentioned  from  the  Secretar 

to  the  Board  of  Ordnance,  rcs^ii^cting  the  negotiation  for  arm 

at  Vienna  hav'  and  signifying  their  Lonlships'direc 
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tion  to  roe  to  recall  the  Ships  named  in  the  margin '  from 

tlie  Adriatic ;  In  answer  thereto,  you  will  please  to  acquaint  the 

Lofds  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  that  the  Monmouth 

proceeded  direct  for  England,  and  that  I  have  ordered  the  Agin- 

coort,  after  receiving  her  guns  at  Gibraltar,  and  escorting  the 

kvpi  and  such  Trade  as  may  be  under  her  protection,  twenty 

or  twenty-five  leagues  to  the  Westward  of  Cadiz,  to  return  to 

Malta  (callinn;  in  her  way  at  Gibraltar  for  any  Vessels  which 

may  be  desirous  of  proceeding  with  her  to  Valetta  Harbour) 

fertile  purpose  of  being  joined  by  the  Thisbe,  and  convoying 

oor  Trade  from  the  Archipelago  and  Adriatic  to  England.     I 

iODf  Sir,  &C., 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TOTIIE  PRINCIPAL  OFFICERS  AND  COMMISSIONERS  OF  1118 

ALUESTY'S  XAVV,  LONDON. 

[Letter- Book.] 

Victor)',  at  Sen,  10th  Muy,  lb04. 

Gentlemen, 
I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  14th  February  last, 
scqaainting  mc  that  his  Majesty's  Store-ship  Diligent  is 
ordered  to  be  loaded  at  Woolwich  with  stores  for  Gibraltar. 
As  my  letters  of  the  10th  January  last  have  reached  your 
Board,  as  acknowledged  by  yours  of  the  6th  March,  I  must 
Kqaest  that  you  will  reply  to  my  letter  under  the  first-men- 
tioned date,  inclosing  a  copy  of  one  from  Commissioner  Otway, 
togetlier  with  Vouchers  for  caulking  his  Majesty's  Ship  Victory, 
^  therein  set  forth,  in  order  that  the  Carpenter  of  the  said 
^p»  and  people  employed  on  the  occasion,  may  be  satisfied 
that  the  discontinuing  this  necessary  remuneration  (should 
such  be  the  ease)  for  their  extra  labour,  does  not  remain  with 
^  It  is  to  be  lamented  that  the  Carpenters  and  their  Crews 
^  not  apprised  of  any  circumstance  of  this  nature,  to  prevent 
tDurmtir  or  discontent  amongst  them.     I  am,  &c., 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

*  MouiDoiith,  Agincourt.     Vide  vol.  v.  p.  358. 
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IX)  CAFTAIK  GfOCE.  E.  IL  SHIP  inDrSiA. 


[Lrtter-BiMiL.     Fndrr.  Htli  lUr.  3«4f«^     <- Jb  in  aJU  rtiiftiwi  Mil  al 

luid  h*jws^  ujf'liun-il  in  ibf  Evten  Brr :  Boiiivii  ui  EsBeDmt  is  tlw  Wolen 

TittOfT.  MaddOM  Ido^  ISA  Vir,  IWi 


I  hare  reoeiTed  jour  letter  of  the  2(hh  nltimoy  and  copiei 

of  the  ones  thereiDHBientioiied,  addrened  to  the  C^ainsof 

'  the  Orpheus  and  Amphkm,  whkrh,  fiom  the  reaaoos  stated  in 

your  said  letter,  I  very  much  approve  o£     I  am  sony  to  find 

that  the  main^eel  of  the  Medusa  is  ao  much  injured^  and 

hoiK'  an  opportunity  may  soon  offer  for  heaving  down  thit 

•Ship,  and  effectually  rcpidring  the  damages  she  has  sustuned. 

It  is  rather  unfortunate  that  the  Maidstone  shotild  at  this  time 

have  K]>rung  her  foremast  and  bowsprit;  but  I  am  satisfied 

tiiat  every  exertion  will  be  used  in  making  good  her  defects, 

afler  the  Ilalcyon  is  ready  for  sea.     You  have  done  perfectly 

right  in  anchoring  the  Maidstone  off  the  Mole- Head:  her 

u[)parcnt  readiness  for  sea  may  check  the  Privateers  firom  an; 

de])rcdation  on  our  Trade.     I  must  request,  the  moment 

the  Halcyon  is  ready  for  service,  that  you  will  keep  Captaio 

PearHc"  on  the  alert,  as  I  am  sorry  to  observe  that  the  Service 

liaH  not  derived  that  benefit  from  her  which  might  have  beei 

cx|)ectcd  from  so  fine  a  VesscL     I  am,  &c.. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  GORE,  H.M.  SHIP  MEDUSA. 

[Letter-Book.] 
Victory,  Madalena  Islands,  1 2th  Mar,  18(U. 

Sir, 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  12th  ultimo,  acquainting 

me  with  the  loss  of  the  Apollo,  and  Merchant-vessels  thereii 

mentioned,  on  the  (voast  of  Spain.     I  approve  of  the  ordei 

you  hiivc  given  Captain  Pcarsc  to  proceed  to  Gibraltar  foi 

'  III  II  huhNcqiiriii  Letter,  Lord  Nelson  said  he  was  mistaken  on  tbis  point,  aiii 
tiN|irr«Mi<d  liiiiiHclf  fully  salisfled  with  Captain  Pearse's  exertions.   Vide  p.  137,  post 


•  of  being  repaired,  but  am  eorry  to  find  that  the 
6  constantly  in  want  of  gomcthing  done  tu  bcr.  It  i» 
int  iJiat  any  differences  between  our  Boats'  Crews  and 
i'  should  have  taken  place;  but  I  am  glad  to  tind  the 
mce  should  have  been  so  mnieably  settled  between 
c  Frencb  Captain,  tind  tbat  their  Seamcu  in  future 
rated  from  wearing  aims.     I  am,  &c.. 

Nelson  and  Bbonte. 


TO  SIR  ALEXANDER  JOHN  BALL,  BART.,  MALTA. 
tLelter-Book.] 

Viclor;',  Mndulniil  Idmid't,  l^lL  Mny,  1^04. 

!  to  enclose  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr,  Secre- 
te ilalcd  the  4lh  of  April,  together  with  a  copy  of 
'  I  referred  to,  from  Mr.  John  Sullivan,  commu- 
I  Hobart's  directions  on  the  subject  of  convening 
VBughay,  in  Malta,  to  a  Naval  Hospital,  lest  the 
r  the  last-mentioned  letter  should  not  have  reached 
>  thought  it  proper  to  send  Doctor  Snipe, 
J  to  the  Fleet  under  my  command,  to  Malta,  on  this 
HI,  in  order  that  he  may  consult  with  you,  as  to  the 
If  of  wing's  being  built  to  the  intended  Naval  Hospital 
Ighay,  or  any   other  circumstance   which    may   relalc 
i,  and  assist  in  forming  the  estimate  alluded  to  in  the 
pdd  letter.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bbonte. 


TAIN  PHILIP  LAMB,  AGENT  FOR  TRANSPOHTS,  MALTA. 
[Fram  •  Co(f  in  the  Admiralty.] 

Vktor/,  Mad&litiia  IsloBds,  !^>lb  Mnv,  111104, 

rewith  transmit  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Secre- 

■len,  together  with  the  lists  No.  1  and  2,  therein 

1  tu,  directing  that  the  Transports  on  the  highest  tenna 

f  be  sent  home  as  soon  as  poBsihIc  after  the  arrival 

■  Tba  Frtnfih  Lliw-ot-BuUe  BUp  ii  Codix. 
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uf  lliusc  which  nrc  now  about  to  siiil,  ficcortliiig  lo 
mentioned  iJst.     I  must,  therefore,  refer  you  to  my  li 
the  20lh  March,  wilh  its  inclosure,  on  the  snbjcct  of 
all  the  Transports  to  England  without  delay,  except 
altsohilcly  wanted  fur  the  service  of  Maiut   and  tbo 
under  my  command ;  and  desire  that  the  most  strict 
is  paid  to  their  Lordships'  instnictions  contained  in  ibei 
Mr.  Secretary  Morsden's  letter  above-mentioned,  as  well 
present  as  on  nil  future  occasions,  thnt  Government 
be  put  to  unnecessary  expense  by  the  detention  of  Ti 
in  the  Mcdilerranean,  which  may  not  be  wanted. 

The   moment   the   two   coppered   Transports, 
charge  of  Lieutenant  Woodman,  return  from  the  Blad^ 
(provided  neither  of  them  are  wanted  to  bring  the  rerii" 
the  provisions  or  Naval  stores  purchased  by  Mr.  ~ 
Odessa  for  the  Fleet  in  these  seas,)  you  will  send  tbi 
lo  England,  under  the  first  Convoy. 

I  mtist  also  dcsti-e  that  you  will  comniunicftte  to 
General  Villettcs  the  orders  you  have  received  lo  fiend 
Transports  which  arc  not  n-aalcd  for  the  iumiediatc 
this  Country  to  England;  and,  at  the  same  time,  beg 
General  lo  inform  you  whether  the  Transports  now  at  _ 
rea<ly  to  embark  Troops,  are  wanted  for  that  service  ?  othera I 
that  yon  will  include  them  in  the  number  for  England.  I  am 
not  aware  that  there  are  Troops  at  Malta  intended  for  distant 
service  at  this  moment ;  but  should  that  hereafter  be  ihe  case, 
I  trust  the  trunsporiution  of  them  vrill  not  be  difficult,  as  I 
presume  a  sufficient  number  of  Vessels  will  soon  be  procured 
to  answer  the  purpose.     I  am,  &c., 

Nbi-son  and  Bronte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  STEl'llEN  PETKR  MOUAT,  AGENT  Fon  THAXSl'OnTS 
ETC.,  MALTA. 


Sir, 


[Lfller-Dook.] 
VifWry.  M»d»leuii  IsUnas,  ICih  I 


I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  Slat  ultiuio,  wiih  the  li»t 
of  Transports  that  arrived  at  Gibraltar,  under  convoy  of  ihc 
Leviathan  therein  mentioned,  and  a  daily  account  of  Prisoners 
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mar,  from  the  Sth  to  tlie  SIst  of  Ajinl,  acquainllng  uic  also 
pibe  Harmony  and  Ibbetaon  are  laden  with  coals  for  the 
—that  the  former  was  sent  to  Malta,  and  the  latter 
d  at  Gibraltar,  by  order  of  the  Senior  Officer,  to  supply 
Jhipa  that  may  want  coals,  until  further  directions  should 
pven  respecting  her.  In  answer  thereto,  I  have  to  ae()uaint 
I  that  the  Harmony  arrived  under  convoy  of  the  Leviatlian^ 
I  has  supplied  the  diftercnt  Sbi]is  of  the  Squadron  with  the 
I  tlint  were  wanted,  and  proceeded  to  Malta  with  the 
"lie,  for  the  use  of  his  Majesty's  Yard,  at  that  place.  I 
^ve  of  the  Senior  Officer's  having  detained  the  Ibbetaon, 
e  purpose  of  supplying  the  different  Ships;  and  must 
e  that  the  remainder  is  received  into  bis  Majesty's  Stores 
libmltar,  for  the  use  of  tlie  Yard,  and  to  answer  any 
»  emergency  of  service.  I  am  glad  that  the  postscript  of 
h  letter  takes  notice  of  the  quantity  of  coals  which  were  on 
J  the  Hnrmonv  on  Government  account,  and  am  rather 
scd  that  there  was  not  a  rogiihir  Bill  of  Lading  sent  out 

^nlhem  from  England,  that  it  might  have  been  ascertained 

■W  quantity  the  Master  had  actually  to  deliver,  independent 
f  his  private  consumption,  and  that,  from  comparing  the 
"liulei^ues  with  such  Bill  of  Lading,  it  ini^ht  have  ap{>earcd 
W  Cir  the  Pursers,  and  stores  at  Malta,  had  been  done  justice 
by,    I  am,  &c., 

Nelson  and  Bbonte. 


TO  rAI'TAIN  THOMAS  BRIGOS,  tl.  M.  SHIP  AGIMCOURT. 


Sir, 


[LclK^r-BuDk.] 
Vicloiy,  Mnrtttlpii 


I  received  a  letter  from  his  Majesty's  Vice  -  Consul  at 
'  ^liari,  in  the  Island  of  Sardinia,  acquainting  mc  that  he 
'""i  5ii[iplied  his  Miijeaty's  Ships  named  in  the  margin,'  with  six 
iiiilioi'iis  each,  when  tliey  were  last  in  the  Bay  of  Palma,  which 
'^'^<^  not  paid  for,  and  requesting  that  I  would  remit  him  the 
"iKnini.  It  appears  very  extraordinary  that  no  mention  was 
"i^li;  In  mo  of  this  circumstance,  when  the  Agincourt  was  last 

'  Atgo,  Aginoourt. 
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in  company  with  the  Fleet,  or  that  the  Parser  of  that  Ship 
did  not  transmit  the  Agent- Victualler  an  account  thereof  ii 
well  as  of  their  produce,  the  same  as  Captain  Hallowell  of  dw 
Argo.  I  must,  therefore,  desire  you  will  immediately  acquiint 
me  with  the  particulars  of  this  transaction,  that  I  may  be 
governed  in  the  payment  of  the  said  cattle,  and,  at  the  sune 
time,  transmit  me  a  regular  account  of  their  produce,  s^ed 
by  all  the  Signing  Officers.     I  am,  &c.. 

Nelson  and  BBONTii 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ.,  ADMIRALTV. 
[From  a  Copy  In  the  Admiralty.] 
Sir,  Victory,  Madalena  Islands,  18th  May,  ISOi 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  6th  ultimo,  together  widi 
a  list  of  all  the  regular  Transports  now  in  the  MediterraneaDi 
and  of  those  under  orders  to  proceed  hither,  signifying  their 
Lordships'  directions  to  send  home  the  Transports  on  tk 
highest  terms  of  hire,  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  arrival  of  dune 
which  are  now  about  to  sail,  according  to  the  last-mentioned 
list,  reserving  in  preference,  if  necessary,  the  lowest-priced 
coppered  Ships. 

In  answer  thereto,  I  herewith  transmit  you  a  copy  of  my  letter 
of  the  20th  of  March  last,  to  Captain  Lamb,  Agent  for  Trant- 
ports  at  Malta,  with  a  copy  of  the  one  therein  alluded  to;  alflo 
copy  of  my  letter,  of  the  15th  April,  to  Captain  Mouat,  Resident 
Agent  for  Transports  at  Gibraltar,  together  with  a  copy  of  my 
letters  of  yesterday's  date  to  those  Agents,  which  you  will  please 
to  lay  before  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  for 
their  information ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  acquaint  their  Lord- 
ships  that,   aware   of  the   great   expense   incurred   by  the 
Transport  Service,  every  means  in  my  power  has  been  taken 
to  prevent  the  detention  of  Transports  in  this  Country,  except 
those  absolutely  wanted  for  the  Island  of  Malta,  and  the  Fleet 
under  my  command.     The  Transports  mentioned  in  the  last 
part  of  my  letter  of  yesterday  to  Captain  Lamb,  it  appean, 
were  thought  necessary  by  General  Villettes  and  Sir  Alex- 
ander Ball  to  be  held  in  readiness  to  convey  Troops  from  Malta 
to  Sicily.     1  have,  however,  not  conceiving  the  immediate 
want  of  them,  directed  their  return  to  England.     I  am,  &c.. 

Nelson  and  Bbohte. 


Z  COUUANDERS  OF  II.  M.  nOMD-«HlPS  ETNA,  THUNDUl, 
AND  ACUEHON, 

[From  B  Copy  In  ibc  Adminlty.] 

Wcvitj,  ApactHin  Sound,  l^lUi  Uf,  IMU. 

r  HemoranduDi. 

Il  is  my  directions  that  the  Artilleiy  embarked  on  board 
"  Bomb-Ships  do,  when  in  Port,  keep  watch  as  sentinels, 
<i,  when  at  sea,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  Ship's  Company. 
Nelson  and  Brontb. 


TO  niE  RESPECTIVE  0PFICEI18  OF  HIS  MAXESTTi"^  YARD'  AT 

!  MALTA. 


[liCtMr-Book.] 
ridorr,  UiJileiu  Isluids,  Ulfi  Majr,  18(i4. 


Gentlemen, 
Lords  Commiaaioncrs  of  the  Admiralty  having  directed 
^Niger  to  be  put  on  the  establishment  of  a  twenty-eight 
pn  Ship,  it  is  nty  intention  to  send  her  to  Malta,  in  the 
mine  of  a  few  days,  fur  the  purpose  of  getting  carronades 
fittrd  in  llie  room  of  her  guns.  I  therefore  desire  you  will 
hire  eTctythtng  ready  for  mounting  the  Madras'a  carronades, 
ad  nich  as  may  have  been  moved  from  tlic  late  Raven  on 
bond  the  Niger,  on  her  arrival  in  Valetta  Harbour,  I  have 
•nxe  to  Captmn  Schombcrg  on  tiua  subject,  who  will  order 
ibe  cammades  to  be  sent  you  from  the  Madras,  and  assist  in 
&cniuting  the  Niger's  C(|uipmeDt  as  far  as  may  depend  upon 
him.    1  am,  &c., 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

»t0  major-general  villeties. 
[Anlogr^li.  in  (h>  poase^iioa  af  J.  D.  Heiib,  Kaq.] 

VUwry,  Mof  141l>,  18(14. 

My  dear  General, 

Niidiiog  parlionlnr  hiiH  happened  in  the  Fleet  since  I  had 

tin;  pUfflsiirc  of  writing  you  some  time  ago  ;  the  French  Fleet 

I  am  Mliafied  hnve  an  ul)ject  in  view,  and  the  longer  it  is 

1  lite  nearer  must  be  its  attempt  at  accomplishing  it; 
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some  day  we  shall  have  them,  and  then  we  must  tiy  and  mate 
them  make  us  amends  for  all  our  toils.  I  am,  in  my  Commandi 
deriving  as  much  pleasure  as  a  man  can  do  who  is  always  at 
sea,  for  the  health  and  cheerfulness  of  every  individual  in  this 
Fleet  cannot  be  exceeded. 

I  have  the  Papers  from  Paris  of  May  Ist — not  one  word  of 
M oreau ;  on  the  30th  of  April  a  motion  was  proposed  to  be 
discussed  in  three  days  afterwards,  and  those  who  intended  to 
speak  for  or  against  it,  were  to  inscribe  their  namea  The 
question  was,  *  shall  Buonaparte  be  declared  Emperor  of  the 
Gauls?'  Fourteen  inscribed  their  names  for  the  appointment 
to  the  Imperial  Purple,  and  Camot,  of  famous  memory,  hoping 
that  liberty  of  speech  would  be  allowed,  declared  that  he 
should  argue  against  the  appointment ;  the  result  may  bring 
great  events  to  pass.  From  Rosas,  in  Spain,  of  May  llthi 
the  Spanish  funds  have  suddenly  fell  ten  per  cent,  and  the 
people  fear  a  War  with  England,  but  I  hope  that  will  be 
avoided.  I  want  not  riches  at  such  a  dreadful  price ;  Peace 
for  our  Country  is  all  I  wish  to  fight  for, — I  mean,  of  coiine^ 
an  honourable  one,  without  which,  it  cannot  be  a  secure  onei 
We  have,  via  Paris,  London  news  to  April  21st  I  should 
rather  think  the  Ministry  are  not  very  firm.  The  almost  entire 
union  of  Pitt  and  Fox — in  all  general  questions  they  have 
declared  their  union — has  in  some  questions  relative  to  the 
Irish  Militia  been  hard  run ;  with  300  members,  the  Minister 
has  only  had  a  majority  of  25 — that  is,  nothing  in  these  times. 
I  think  I  have  given  you  all  my  news. 

Captain  Lamb,  the  Agent  for  Transports,  will  call  upon 
you  officially  to  know  whether  the  Transports,  fitted  and 
victualled  when  the  Argo  returned  from  Egypt,  are  wanted 
by  you,  as  I  am  ordered  to  send  all  home  which  arc  not 
wanted.  The  embarkation  of  the  2000  men  for  Sicily — a 
voyage  of  twenty-four,  or  forty-eight  hours — cannot  want 
many  Transjx)rts,  or  much  fitting,  and  the  Ships  of  War  which 
may  be  at  the  moment  at  Malta,  would  of  course  take  on 
board  as  many  as  possible.  I  am  ever,  my  dear  General,  with 
the  sinccrest  esteem  and  regard,  your  most  obliged  and  faithful 
friend, 

Nei^son  and  Bronte. 


[  H)  KlTTIAMF.r,  TAYLOR,  ESQ..  NAVAL  OFFiCF.B,  MALTA. 

[L«11«.B«nk.] 
t   Sr,  ^'iFlary.  Mulaleaii  Ixtaiids.  Uili  Mnr.  IBAl. 

KCoDceiTiog,  from  the  loss  of  bis  Majesty's  late  Sliip  Ilin- 
,  ttiat  Seamen's  bedding,  oanvus,  and  cordt^,  wotiltl 
nth  wanted,  I  directed  Captain   Ryvea,  previous  to  hia 
g  Maples,  to  pnjcure  a  sample  of  a  Seaman's  bed  com- 
h  Icgether  with  ihe   price  thereof,  and   number  which 
^  be  luul  on  A  short  notice,  and  also  of  tlie  price  and 
■jr  of  canvas  and  cordage  which  might  be  procured  at 
E  for  the  use  of  the  Ticet  under  my  command,  should 
!  become  necessary'.     I  therefore  send  j'on  the 
if «  letter  from  Mr.  John  James,  Pro-Conaul  at  Naples, 
ttia  Ryves,  on  the  above  subject,  in  case  our  wauts 
3  oblige  us  to  apgily  lo  that  quarter ;  but  it  is,  at  the  same 
a  be  observed,  that  I  do  not  ilunk  it  would  be  safe  to 
I  Mr.  Jdines  with  any  money  in  advance,  and  only  to 
r  and  ptiif  for  such  articles  as  may  he  purchn;^d  fmrn 
I  muiit  therefore  desire,  if  you  have  not  entered  into  an 
riLineiit  with  any  person  to  supply  bedding,  cordage,  and 
'  uit,  that  you  will  proceed  to  Naples  as  early  as  possible, 
■'■  pnrcKiifc  of  the  said  Mr.  James,  Pro-Consul,  the  number 
"viuncn's  beds  complete,  coils  of  ropes,  and  bolts  of  canvas 
i  T-menlioued,  for  the  nse  of  the  ileel,  applying  to  Cap- 
ri Schninbcrg,  or  the  Senior  Officer  at  Malta,  tor  a  convey- 
■  ■V  to  Naples;  and  on  your  arrival  there,  I  would  recommend 
-  ."  prcfcrtnco  to  he  given  to  ihc  said  Mr.  James  for  the 
lea  hefore-tnentionod,  as  the  samples  herewith  sent  appear 
':  of  (heir  tind,  and  fit  for  his  Majesty's  Service,  and  no 
jt  the  procuring  of  them  has  been  attended  with  some 
nwiierable  trouble.     The  Ixrds,  cordage,  and  canvas,  which 

Kbt  purt-hased  at  Naples,  you  will  put  on  hoard  his 
^'a  Ship  Kcnl,  to  he  taken  care  of  lilt  I  shall  think 
r  lo  send  for  them  to  the  Fleet,  or  order  them  to  Malta ; 
■ad  tor  the  payment  ihereoti  you  wiAdraw  hills  on  the  Com- 
nimonera  of  bis  Mnjcity's  Nnvy,  taking  care  to  transmit  to 
tbrir  BtNird  regular  Vouchers  for  the  same  accordinglv-     I 

Nelson  and  Hiionte. 
»pi-  n.  c 
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TO  DR.  ALLOTT,*  DEAN  OP  HAPHOE. 
[From  Clarke  and  M* Arthur,  vol.  ii.  p.  363.] 

1401  Mtj,  laoi. 

I  remember  you,  deaf  Sir,  most  perfectly  at  Buniham«  and , 

I  shall  never  forget  the  many  little  kindnesses  I  received  from  ^ 

your  worthy  brother,  with  whom  I  was  always  a  great  faToarilfr  i 

Most  probably  I  shall  never  see  dear,  dear  Bumham  again;./ 

but  I  have  a  satisfaction  in  thinking  that  my  bones  will  pnh  . 

bably  be  laid  with  my  Father's,  in  the  Villi^  that  gave  me 

birth.     Pardon  this  digre^on ;  but  the  thought  of  fimMr  - 

days  brings  all  my  Mother  into  my  heart,  which  shows  itsdf 

in  my  eyes.     May  Heaven,  my  dear  Sir,  long  preserve  yoa  ia 

healdi,  for  the  sake  of  your  family  and  friends ;   and  amongit , 

the  latter  allow  me  to  place  the  name  of  your  veiy  fidthfifl; 

servant. 

Nelson  and  BRomii 


TO  SIR  ALEXANDER  JOHN  BALL,  BART.,  MALTA. 
[Autograph,  in  the  pouession  of  Sir  William  Keith  Ball,  Bart] 

Viotorj,  May  14fh,  1801 

My  dear  Ball, 
Captain  Keats  will  tell  you  all  our  news,  therefore  it  iril 
be  superfluous  in  me  to  detail  it  to  you.   Keats  is  going  apiii 
to  Algiers,  as  our  Government  wish  to  avoid,  if  ponUe,  a 
quarrel  with  the  Dey ;  but  as  I  have  reason  to  believe  diit'' 
Mr.  O'Brien^  is  not  quite  a  faithful  interpreter  of  our  commih 
nication  with  the  Dey,  I  wish  you  could  find  a  proper  penov 
for  that  o£Scc  at  Malta,  and,  of  course,  if  any  money  is  futh 
ccssary  to  be  paid  him,  do  you  say  the  sum,  and  I  will  eithtf 
repay  you  (if  you  pay  him)  or  send  the  money  to  MaltL 
Captain  Ry ves  is  just  arrived  from  Naples ;  by  Mr.  EllioA 
letters.  General  Acton  is  certainly  on  the  eve  of  quitting  hii 

*  Doctor  Richard  Allott,  Dean  of  Raphoe,  waa  brother  of  Reverend  Bria 
Allott,  Rector  of  Bumham,  in  Norfolk,  who  died  in  September,  1B03.  Tha  Defl 
of  Re^hoe  died  at  Beanrivage,  near  Lansanne,  in  1882,  aged  87.  Vide  the  **  Q«i 
tleman's  Magazine,"  vol.  cii.  p.  873. 

*  The  American  Consul  at  Algiers. 
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employments ;  the  new  Emperor  will  insist  upon  it :  he  is  to  be 

divorced  from  Madame  B.  and  married  to  a  Blood  Royal  of 

Germany.     Mr.  Elhot  thinks,  it  is  possible  the  French  may 

attack  Malta,  and  the  French  papers  say,  they  have  more 

fiiends  in  that  Island  than  we  think.     Great  events  are  cer- 

lunly  near,  and  I  only  hope  they  will  tend  to  give  a  secure, 

tnd  of  course,  honourable  Peace.     Believe  me  ever,  my  dear 

Bill,  your  most  obliged  and  affectionate  friend. 

Nelson  avu  Bronte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  SIR  ROBERT  BARLOW,  H.M.  SHIP  TRIUMPH. 

[Letter-Book.] 
Victory,  Madftlena  Itlaadf,  15th  Mat,  I8Q1. 

Sir, 
I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  13th  instant,  representing 
to  me  that  the  thirty-seven  men  named  on  the  other  side 
hereoj^  are  afflicted  with  an  inveterate  scurvy,  and  requesting 
that  an  additional  allowance  of  sugar  may  be  ordered  them  in 
consequence ;  and  the  Physician  of  the  Fleet  having  acquainted 
me,  that  it  is  necessary,  in  order  to  remove  an  inveterate 
scurvy,  to  give  each  man  so  afflicted  six  ounces  of  lemon 
juice,  and  two  ounces  of  sugar,  daily,  in  addition  to  the  present 
quantity  issued  by  the  Purser,  for  the  space  of  twelve  days, 
I  am,  therefore,  to  desire  you  will  order  the  Purser  of  his 
Majesty's  Ship  under  your  command  to  issue  to  the  Surgeon 
of  the  said  Ship,  six  ounces  of  lemon  juice  and  two  ounces  of 
sugar  to  each  of  the  before-mentioned  thirty-seven  men,  in  ad- 
dition to  what  is  usually  supplied  them,  for  the  space  of  twelve 
days  from  the  date  hereof,  when  it  is  to  be  discontinued,  and 
report  made  to  the  Physician  of  the  Fleet,  by  the  Surgeon  of 
the  Triumph,  of  the  effect  this  mode  of  treatment  has  in  remov- 
ing an  inveterate  scurvy.     I  am,  &c., 

Nelson  akd  Bronte. 


c2 
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TO  CAPTAIN  RICHARD  GOODWIN  KEATS,  H.  M.  SHIP  SUPERB. 

[Order-Book.] 
Victory,  Madalena  Islands,  15th  Mmy,  180L 

You  are  hereby  required  and  directed  to  proceed  imme- 
diateljy  with  his  Majesty's  Ship  Superb,  under  your  command 
to  Malta ;  and  on  your  arrival  there,  endeavour  to  procure  an 
intelligent  Interpreter,  who  is  perfectly  acquainted  with  the 
language  spoken  by  the  Dey  of  Algiers,  that  you  may  be  able, 
•with  exactitude,  to  communicate  through  him  with  the  Dey, 
on  the  different  objects  of  your  instructions,  which  are  here* 
with  transmitted.  So  soon  as  you  have  procured  an  Inter- 
preter, you  will  proceed  immediately  from  Malta  (taking  with 
you  the  Renard  Schooner,  or  any  of  the  Sloops  of  War  which 
may  be  at  that  place)  to  the  Bay  of  Algiers,  and  endeavour  to 
put  in  execution  the  purport  of  my  letter,  which  accompanies 
this.  When  the  object  of  your  instructions  is  settled  with  the 
Dey,  you  will  send  the  Renard,  or  such  other  Vessel  as  may 
be  with  you,  to  Malta,  with  an  account  of  the  result  thereof, 
to  Sir  Alexander  Ball  at  that  place,  and  join  me  in  his  Ma- 
jesty's Ship  Superb,  on  Rendezvous  No.  102,  without  a 
moment's  loss  of  time. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  LEWIS  SHEPHEARD,  H.M.  SHIP  TIHSBF. 

[Letter-Book.] 
Victory,  Modolena  Islands,  10th  May,  1804. 

Sir, 
I  am  to  desire  you  will  proceed  with  his  Majesty's  Ship 
Thisbe,  together  with  the  Victuallers  under  your  charge,  and 
join  me  on'  Rendezvous  No.  102,  as  communicated  to  yon  by 
Captain  Donnelly  of  the  Narcissus,  where  you  will  find  the 
Squadron,  or  orders  for  your  further  proceedings.  In  joining 
me  on  the  said  Rendezvous,  I  must  recommend  you  will  pro- 
ceed through  the  Straits  of  Bonifaccio,  passing  on  the  West 
side  of  the  Island  of  Corsica,  and  not  attempt  to  go  round 
Cape  Corse,  as  in  the  event  of  the  wind  coming  strong  from 
the  N.W.,  it  would  be  an  awkward  passage  for  a  stranger, 
particularly  with  Victui^llers  under  his  charge.     I  am,  &c., 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  WILLIAM  IWARSDEX,  ESq,  ADMIRALTY. 

'.  LilUi-Book.  •■  TbHrtdny,  I7lh  Msj— At  fl,  f.m.  wriglicd.  lu  did  llie 
Mult  ■■il  ima  [lie  Enatcrn  Bar.  At  Old.  uicbDrcd :  Squmdron  anrh' 
I  ndkv.  I>'l1i  May.  A.II.  A[  U  ;)().  treigbed  und  made  huI  Id  Ibe  Eutvur 
il.-?  Birbfl  Chiuind.  u  did  Ibv  Sqiindron  fdr  Terruiovi  Daj.  Al  1,  r.a. 
(-ul  uid  uiBlioied.-  SquBdroQ  uicliored  here.  Snlnrdiy,  llldi  May,  a.h. 
ssiKlietl  uid  Dude  anil  uul  of  Terruiovk  Bay,  Stood  to  Ibe  Eulwud, 
SqiiuIrDD.  TeriMguii  icjoined.  Tbree  Algcrine  tVniiera  in  Lbe  K.W 
our  Coluiin  tu  tlirm.     At  R,  r.M,  a  Sbip  iii  lbe  3.W.  mide  Ibe  siKnaJ  D 


■nting 


nt  Ibe  : 


that  H«Dted  uniatuice  prond   to  lie  lbe  Emllent.  wUicb  Htnirk  on  ui  ' 
reef  Ui  tlio  Knsletii  passage  lu  lbe  Mudalena  J.iIuuIb." — I'iclorg'i  £oj-] 


Sir, 


1,  MHdBlFUii  lulaiidfl,  l?tb  Ui>y,  IHtU. 


I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  4th  ultimo,  tt^ther  with 
a  ropy  of  a  nieuiorandum  iroin  Captain  Bligb,  respecting  the 
variance  in  tlio  two  ('harts,  made  by  Captain  Ryvea,  of  the 
Madalena  and  Darelino  Islands,  and  also  the  copies  of  them, 
i^ilying  their  Lordships'  direction  to  transmit  such  remarks 
I-  may  contribute  to  the  ]}crfection  of  the  said  Charts.  In 
iiiiswcr  tbereto,  you  will  please  to  acquaint  tlie  Lords  Com- 
miauoners  of  the  Admiralty,  that  Captain  Hyves,  and  the 
Masters  of  the  Gibraltar  and  Victory,  have  Sirictly  examined 
the  said  two  copies,  and  cannot  discover  any  material  difl'er- 
ence,  except  the  soundings  marked  in  red  ink,  taken  by  the 
Victor;',  and  a  few  small  rocks,  which  are  visible  above  water, 
in  what  is  called  AginconrC  Sound,  but  of  no  consequence 
whatever.  Captain  Ryves's  Chart  is,  therefore,  as  perfect  in 
its  original  state  as  can  be  made,  except  by  the  nice  and  ac< 
curate  hand  of  an  expert  Surveyor,  and  then  it  would  not  be 
more  useful.     I  am,  &c.. 

Nelson  and  Bhonte. 

P.S, — On  passing  by  the  East  entrance  of  the  Madalena 

Island^  on  the  20th  instant,  his  Majesty's  Ship  Excellent  struck 

on  a  reef  of  roclts,  which  is  not  laid  down  in  Captain  Ryves's 

f  CbarL  She  received  no  hurt  whatever,  being  perfectly  smooth 

ter  when  she   struck.      The  bearings,  &c.,  of  this   reef, 

f  Mr.  Atkinson,  Master  of  the  Victory,  are  herewith 

N.  AND  B. 
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TO  CAPTAIN  GEORGE  COCKS,  H.M.  BOMB-VESSEL  THUNDER. 

[From  m  Copy  in  the  AdndnUy.] 

Vietory,  HAdalena  Itlandt,  ITth  Bfty,  180i. 

Sir, 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  yesterday's  date,  acquain&i 

me  that  you  had  confined  James  Braid  of  the  Royal  ArdOer 

afi^reeably  to  the  tenour  of  your  instructions  from  the  Lon 

Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  dated  the  28th  March  180 

for  disobedience  to  your  orders  in  replying  to  your  commaii 

'  that  he  was  ordered  neither  to  pull  nor  haul  till  he  receivi 

'  that  order  from  his  own  Officer.'    In  reply  thereto,  I  xni; 

express  my  surprise  that  you  have  not  cither  communicati 

my  order  of  the  13th  instant  to  the  Officer  of  Artillery  < 

board  the  Thunder,  or,  if  you  have,  that  he  has  been  guilty 

so  much  neglect  of  his  duty,  as  not  to  have  informed,  in 

regular  manner,  the  Artillerymen  that  they  must,  upon  eve 

occasion,  be  obedient  and  respectful  to  all  commands  of  t 

Officers  of  the  Ship;  and  that,  if  they  have  any  cause  ofcoi 

plaint,  they  will  report  it  to  their  OHflScer,  who  will  represc 

it  in  a  respectful  manner  to  the  Commander  of  his  Majest 

Bomb,  that  any  real  grievance  may  be  immediately  redresff 

If  the  man  confined  has  not  been  informed  of  my  order  oft 

13th  instant,  he  may  have  erred  through  ignorance;  but 

the  Officer  of  Artillery,  being  informed  of  my  order,  1 

neglected  to  inform  the  Artillerymen  of  it,  you  will  acquai 

him  that  he  has  been  guilty  of  a  great  neglect  of  his  du^. 

am,  &c.. 

Nelson  and  Brok' 

to  the  respective  officers  of  the  naval  yard  at 

MALTA. 
[Letter-Book.] 
Secret  victory,  Madalcna  Islands,  ]7th  May,  180 

Gentlemen, 
There  being  reason  to  suppose  that  the   coals    supp! 

by  Mr.   ,  Master  of  the  Harmony  Transport,  fi 

improper  measure  in   the  hold  of  that  Vessel,  have  b 
delivered  to  the  respective  Pursers  of  the  Squadron  nearlj 
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■tb  short,  I  therefore  transmit  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  irom 
I  Transport  Office,  Btating  the  quantity  of  coals  shipped 
I  the  Harmony  for  the  use  of  the  Navy,  and  deeirc 
■mil,  the  moment  that  Transport  arrives  in  V^etta  harbour, 
■ber  alongside  the  wharf,  and  see  the  coals,  which  may  be 
ing  on  board  her,  measured  with  the  stricicst  attention ; 
Bn  order  to  ascertain  the  exact  quantity  supplied  the  Pursers, 
■  will  call  upon  the  Master  of  the  Harmony  for  the  receipts 
I  them  respectively,  which  you  will  tottle  up  and  add  to 
Iquantity  you  may  find  remaining,  which,  consequently, 
n  compared  with  the  original  quantity  shipped,  will  show 
I  may  have  been  de&auded  by  improper  delivery,  which 
nlue  quantity  I  am  to  desire  you  will  seize  and  det^,  as 
ight  and  property  of  the  Pursers  of  the  Ships  supplied 
i  the  Harmony  at  this  anchorage.     Vou  will  take  into 

iDt  {if  it  does  not  appear  that  Mr. has  purchased 

pivile  coals  for  the  use  of  his  Transport)  the  quantity  he  may 
reawnably  have  used  from  the  time  of  his  leaving  England, 
^(i  furnish  me  with  the  paniculars  of  your  proceedings  by 
'he  fint  opportunity.     I  am,  &c., 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 
N.B. — The  deficiency  of  coals  is  supposed  to  have  arisen 
^roia  ihe  Maaler  of  the  Harmony  not  having  acquainted  the 
'Officers  attending  the  deUvery,  that  the  basket  ought  to  be 
^tiltd,  which,  consequently  was  not  done. 


TO  CAPTAIN  OEOBOE  COCKS,  H.M.  BOMB-VESSEL  THUNDER, 
ughi  in  Uie  poiseseiou  of  the  BeTerand  Henr;  Girdleslone,  Hml  n 
Vkton-.  Bt  Sem  IDlh  Uty,  ISOl. 

from  representations  made  to  me,  it  appeal's  that  the  Officers 
■rf  Artillery  embarked  on  board  his  Majesty's  Bombs  Thunder, 
Ktna,  and  Acheron,  are  entirely  ignorant  of  the  Act  of  Par- 

'iiieni  for  the  regulation  of  his  Majesty's  Ships,  Vessels,  and 
'  'feus  by  Sea ;  it  is,  therefore,  my  directions  that  you  deliver 
' '  ihe  Officer  of  Artillery  embarked  to  serve  on  board  bis 

liijcBty's  Bomb  Thunder,  under  your  command,  the  Act  of 
'"iiliamcQt  inclosed  in  a  letter,  in  order  that  in  future,  he 


^ 
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may  not  plead  ignorance  of  the  Act  above  mcntionedi 

will  be  made  answerable  for  a  breach  of  it. 

You  will  direct  the  Officer  of  Artillery  to  muster,  when  ji 

think  necessary,  the  clothes  of  the  Artillery,  and  durect  hi 

to  take  care  that  the  men  are  kept  in  cleanliness  and  disciplic 

becoming  such  a  fine  body  of  men.     You  will  give  directio 

that  the  mortars  and  Artillery-stores  are  examined  occasionall 

in  order  that  they  may  be  always  fit  for  service,  and  direct  tl 

Officer  of  Artillery  to  report  to  you  any  defect  in  them,  th 

such  directions  may  be  given  as  the  case  shall  require.    Ae 

in  every  respect  you  will  pay  the   same  attention   to  tl 

Artillery  embarked  on  board  the  Bomb  under  your  comman( 

as  is  paid  to  Officers  and  Men  of  the  Navy  of  like  rank. 

am,  &c.. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

N.B. — A  letter  of  the  above  tenour  and  date  w:;s  dcliverc 
to  the  Conmianders  of  the  Etna  and  Acheron  Bomb- Vessel 

Nelson  and  Bbonte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  Tin:  HOXOURABLK  COCRTENAY  IJOYLF,  H.M.  Sill 

SKAIIOUSK. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Virton-,  nt  Sea,  lOih  Mty,  lh04. 
o*  * 

oir. 
Should  this,  contrary  to  my  expectation,  find  you  at  t 
Madalcna  Islands,  I  am  to  desire  you  will  join  the  S<[uadi 
(who  is  proceeding  by  Cape  (]orse  to  Rendezvous  No.  U 
without  a  moment's  loss  of  time.     I  am,  &c.. 

Nelson  and  Bbonte 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEX,  ESQ^  ADMIRALTi'. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victon-,  lOth  Mar.  IfiO 

Sir, 
I  herewith  transmit  you  a  letter  from  Mr.  Bauguier,  Pm 
of  his  Majesty's  Sloop  Termagant,  which  you  will  please  to 
before  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  for  tl 
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ooDsideration ;  and,  at  the  same  time  acquaint  their  Lordships 
that  I  have  not  thought  proper  to  comply  with  his  request 
without  their  direction^  as  it  is  not  possible  for  me  to  judge 
how  far  the  necessary  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  provisions  and  stores  committed  to  his  charge^ 
once  his  appointment  to  that  Sloop.     I  am,  &c.> 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  RYVES,  II.  M.  SHIP  GIBRALTAR. 

[Lcttcr-Book.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  lOth  Maj,  lb(U. 

Sir, 

On  examining  the  Vouchers  for  the  purchase  of  provisions 

for  the  Company  of  his  Majesty's  Ship  Gibraltar,  under  your 

command,  between  the  2lst  September  1803,  and  the  6th 

instant,  at  Naples,  there  appears  a  charge  of  upwards  of  a 

hundred  pounds  sterling,  for  onions,  cabbages,  leeks,   and 

pumpkins,  for  the   people   during   the  said   time.     I  must 

therefore  desire,  as  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Purser  of  the  said 

Ship  to  have  purchased  a  sufficient  quantity  of  vegetables  for 

the  Ship's  Company's  soup,  the  fresh  meat  days,  which  ought 

not  to  have  been  included  in  the  vouchers,  that  you  inform 

roc  with  the  reason  of  this  very  extraordinary  charge.     I  am, 
&c., 

Nelson  and  Brontk. 


TO  WILUAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ^  ADMIRALTY. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  lOtli  May,  18(U. 

Sir, 
h  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  6th  ultimo,  I  request  you 
^ill  be  pleased  to  inform  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the 
Admiralty,  that  although  Mr.  Thomas  Pearsc*  did  not  produce 
^'ocuinents  for  having  served  his  time,  yet  the  Passing  Captains 
^cre  satisfied  that  he  had  done  so,  and  that  he  had  taken  out 

*  Qaery,  if  the  present  IJentenant  Thomas  Pearse,  who  obtained  that  rank  on 
^IwlitofAagTOtlSOT* 
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his  time  at  the  Nary  Office,  wbicb,  b;  some  mistake,  he  faad 
led  behiud.  It  also  comes  witliia  my  cerUia  knovrlcdge, 
Mr.  Pearse  has  becQ  upwards  of  six  jears  in  bU  Majestj% 
Service.     I  am,  &c., 

Nelboh  sho  Bbomtb. 


TO  WILLIAM  UARSDEN,  ESQ*  ADMIRALT\'. 
[Origin^,  in  ihe  Adninlrr,  lod  "Loudon  Oueile' of  Jane  1F*(U.1 

ViMorr,  al  Sn,  Ifltb  H*j,  Ism. 
Sir, 
I  berewith  transmit  you  for  the  infonnation  of  the  Locda 
Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  a  copy  of  a  letter*  fron 
CaptaUt  Pcttet,  commander  of  bis  Majesty's  Sloop  Termagant, 
giving  an  account  of  tbe  Boats  of  tbat  Sloop  having,  on  the 
15th  instant,  taken  possession  of  the  French  Xcbeck  Privateer, 
Felicitfi,  off  Port  Favona,  in  Coreica,  which,  it  appears  lb« 
Enemy  had  scuttled  previous  to  leaving  ber,  as  she  soon  aRtrf 
wards  sank.  I  am  very  much  pleased  with  Captain  Pettct's 
exertions  in  having  destroyed  this  Vessel,  as  she  was  one 
tbe  finest  Privateers  in  this  Country,  and'  had  captured  two  o 
our  Merchantmen  last  year  off  Tunis.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  WILUAM  MABSDEN,  ESQ,  ADMIRALn-. 

[Original,  in  the  Adminllr.] 

Victarr,  U  Sm,  lOdi  Uit,  ISCU. 

Sir. 
I  have  received  the  duplicate  and  triplicate  of  your  Secret 
Letter,  dated  the  9th  March  last,  signifying  their  Lordsbipe' 
direction  to  govern  myself  in  conformity  with  the  instructions 
contained  in  Lord  Hobart's  letter,  with  respect  to  the  Dey  of 
Algiers,  so  far  as  the  same  can  be  done  consistently  with  the 
due  attention  to  the  more  important  object  of  watching  the 
French  force  in  Toulon.  Li  answer  to  wbicb,  you  will  ]>lca80 
to  ac'iutunt  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  that 
I  have  sent  the  Superb  to  Algiers  and  given  Captain  Keats 

'  TMa  leltcr  iras  pablislied  in  die  London  QHcUe. 


^^ 


to.] 
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inccesswy  instructions  for  lus  gpTemment,  conformably 
"I'll  the  s|>int  of  those  received  from  Lord  Ilobart,  and  ehall 
^^-iiiwi  the  re&uU  of  his  misaion  for  their  Lordships'  in- 
i  I'tnaiion  ihe  moment  the  Snperb  returns  from  Algiera.     I 


alll,&e.. 


Nelson  and  Bromte. 


TO  WILUAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ,  ADMIRALTY. 
[Original,  in  tlie  AiimirBlty.] 

Vielory,  it  Sel^  M»J  Sind.  ISO*. 

Sir, 

On  being  joined  by  the  Bomb-Vesseb  named  in  tbc  mai^in," 
I WM  informed  tliat  on  coming  to  sea,  the  .;\rtillerymen  were 
utdcied  lo  keep  watch  the  same  a»  the  people  composing  tboir 
Compiuiies,  (the  Bomb- Vessels  at  that  time  being  on  no  par- 
I'lilar service  ;)  but  were  prevented  from  it  by  their  Officers, 
■  ■"'had  directed  them  not  to  keep  watch.  The  Commanders 
'  iltese  Vessels  not  judging  it  prudent  to  enforce  their  com- 

iiii.'e,  in  consequence,  I  presume,  of  their  Lordships'  in- 
"iciiona  to  them  respecting  the  Artillery,  allowed  this 
'"^Mure,  so  subversive  of  discipline,  to  remain  for  my  di- 
fwtions!  and,  in  consequence  of  such  comraunicationj  I  gave 
out  ui  order,  dated  the  13th  instant,  a  copy  of  which  (No,  1) 
"tertwiib  transmitted.  On  the  16th  following,  I  received  a 
'Iter  from  Captain  Cocks  of  the  Thunder,  a  copy  of  which 
Nil.  2)  also  accompanies  this,  together  with  a  copy  of  my 
■i^wer  thereto,  and  also,  a  copy  of  my  letter  (No.  4),' which  I 
'iJid  necessary  from  ihc  conduct  of  the  Artillery  Officers  to 
■i'f  lo  the  respective  Commanders  of  the  said  Bomb-Vcasek, 
'■'''i-'b  1  desire  you  will  please  to  lay  before  the  Lorda  Com- 
""wiimerB  of  the  Admiralty  for  their  informalion  ;  and,  at  the 
^e  tune,  acquaint  their  Lordships,  that  I  have  read  their 
'""ructions  which  have  been  given  to  the  Commanders  of  the 
'''"nlffl,  which  may  be  interpreted  as  not  rendering  the  Officers 
■"i  Soldiers  embarked  in  the  Bomb-Vessels  liable  to  be  tried 
;•  Court-Martiah  I  am,  however,  decidedly  of  opinion  that 
■"Wiui^;  short  of  an  Act  of  the  Legislature  can  lay  aside  the 

b  uf  Parliament  by  which  our  Naval  Service  is  directed  to 

•  XhttodeT,  iEtOK,  AobeiDQ.  *  Vide  pp.  2i,  23,  uae. 
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be  governed ;  and  as  these  Acts  clearly  point  out  that  SoMien 
are  (with  the  exception  only  of  their  being  embarked  in  Tiau- 
port-Ships)  as  liable  to  the  regulations  of  that  Act  of  Parliament 
as  any  Seaman,  and  as  it  is  impossible  that  two  Commanden 
can  exist  in  the  same  Ship,  and  the  very  salvation  of  ourNavj, 
perhaps  of  our  Country,  depends  upon  the  perfect  subordina- 
tion of  every  individual  to  the  Commander  thereof, — I  have  to 
request  their  Lordships  will  take  this  most  important  subject 
into  their  serious  consideration,  that  such  directions  may  be 
given  thereupon  as  the  wisdom  of  Parliament  shall  think 
proper ;  for,  until  the  Act  of  Parliament  is  altered,  I  shall 
hold  it  my  indispensable  duty  to  enforce  obedience  from  the 
Artillery  Officers  before-mentioned  to  the  orders  of  their 
respective  Commanders,  be  it  by  Court-Martial  or  otherwise, 
and  communicate  the  result  to  the  Commander-in-Chief  of 
the  Army  in  the  Mediterranean,  in  order  that  it  may  be  laid 
before  the  King. 

I  lament  that  it  is  necessary  for  me  to  call  their  Lordshipa' 
attention  to  this  very  recent  circumstance  of  the  Army  servii^ 
on  board  his  Majesty's  fleet :  the  Sea-Lords,  to  whom  I  par- 
ticularly address  myself  on  this  most  serious  subject,  are  well 
aware  of  the  dangerous  tendency  of  insubordination,  and  of 
the  consequences  which  would  result  from  placing  the  Aimjt 
who  serve  in  the  different  Shii)s,  independent  of  the  Officers 
who  command  them.     I  am,  &c.. 

Nelson  and  Brontb. 


TO  JOHN  JULIUS  ANGERSTEIN,  ESQ.,  CHAIRMAN  TO  THE  COM- 
MITTEE FOR  THE  I'ATRIOTIC  FUND,  LLOYD'S  COFFEE-HOUSE, 

LONDON. 

[Letter-Book.] 

victory,  at  Sea,  S4tli  May,  1801. 

Sir, 
I  received  your  letter  of  the  6th  of  March  last,  requesting 
that  I  would  transmit  you  the  name  and  family  of  a  Seaman 
who  was  killed  on  board  his  Majesty's  Sloop  Morgiana,  that 
the  Committee  for  the  Patriotic  Fund  may  take  the  same  intc 
consideration.  In  answer  to  which,  you  will  please  to  acquunt 
the  Committee  that  I  have  given  a  general  order  to  return  the 
names  and  families  of  all  the  Officers  and  men  who  have  been 
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BBiBj  be,  Isiiled  or  wounded,  on  board  the  different  Ships  J 
r  my  command,  which  shall  be  transmitted  agreeably  to  I 
r  request.     I  nm,  Stc,  Nblson  and  Brontb. 


TO  ADMIRAL  LUTWIDGE. 


rAutiigmtiU,  iu  (he  possi 


■>t  Uigor  I.mwiilge,] 

Vieiory.  Mny  -Wlb.  IftlU. 


My  dear  AdmimI, 

ftSfany,  many  thanks  for  your  kind  letter  of  April  3rd,  and  I 

[  you  will  tliank  good  Mrs.  Liitwidge  for  hers  ;    for   in 

"  I,  by  one  conveyance,  I  can  only  write  to  one  in  a  house ; 

i  botli  your  letters  arrived  the  same  day,  by  the  Leviathan. 

Hire  that  I  shall  always  be  happy  in  paying  attention 

I  jour  recummendations,  and  shalt  certainly  see  Mr.  Baker,    [ 

T  bave  not  the  smallest  chance  of  being  useful  to  him ;  fur, 

"    is  not  tipo  French  Fleets  that  nil!  clear  the  way  of  what 

-I-  on  tht  Admiralty,  and  my  list.     I  think  the  Admiralty 

i«  hatl  B  hard  mn,  and  if  Pitt  goes  on,'  I  do  not  think  my 

irmX  Addiitglon  can  stand  the  united  parties  of  Pitt  and  Fox. 

'  >iir  dear  Lady  Hamilton  fur  ever  speaks  of  your  and  Mrs.  L.'s 

.  ndoeu  to  her :  her  good  heart  is  feelingly  atlve  to  such  acts. 

Our  .ShijM  have  been  very  unfortunate,  latterly ;  the  loss  of 

\|ii>llo'  niid  Convoy  is  shocking,  off  Brest;    I  am  only  sur- 

Hsod  more  are  not  lost,  or  rather,  that  any  ai'c  saved.     I  am 

iriily  Surry  for  yniir  nephew,'  for  I  ace  no  prospect  of  an 

tvclijri^r  of  Prisoners  with  the  Republic,  but  the  new  Em- 

prror  may  think  differently,  and  I  should  not  be  surprised  if 

-  Oalh*  tikliarMBrch.  1 101.  Mr.  PiUbrougUt  foraud  >  molinD  on  Ibe  stole  uf 
'  '  !>B*ii  Dvlrnac  uf  tlir  ('oiiiitrf;  niul.  in  a  loug  speech,  gensund  llig  Admirully 

-  1L..1  xiicnwing  tha  N>i7.  lUid  npeclillj  fat  not  b*Ting  pKpired  «  FlolIU*  to 

.    .  '  t)in  Rofinf.     Tba  drbnlp  on  that  ooFiwion  ii  very  fUlty  reiiotieil  iu  lUa 
.     Ntdr,"  (vol.  %i.  p.  UlU,  cl  uq.}  villi  edilorinl  comment*  in  aiippoil  of 

111  FtttpUe,  C'ii|>liiin  J.  W.  T.  Diiiin,  with  hnj  sail  of  brr  Couvoy, 
VVrtt  Inilifis  »»  wrfcked  n»t  Cape  Mondega,  un  the  CdiuI  at  Por- 
I>|  nf  April  1M)1.  C141IU11  Djion  uid  niuiy  of  Mh  OKcen  uul  entr 
'^  lulrniting  DftrriCive  of  llie  circnmBtuices  is  giien  in  tbe  "  Naml 
.-.1.  »i.p.  3M'i. 
'  i^i  iiu  iiaui  llenry  LnlnLdge.  vbo  vw  sbipnrefknl  on  the  Sninls',  in  iLe  tlu.--iiu 
-  ,-*u.  la  I'vhmary  IHOl,  liikeu  priaaner,  itiid  detained  in  France  till  the  end  ot 
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wc  have  a  epccd;  Peace,  for  be  mast  wntt  to  settle  finnl;  IM 
new  dig:nity;  bravo  Cortieanf    When  jou  write  to  KingBiai]^^ 
remember  me  kindl;  to  iiim,  and  make  acceptable  mj 
sincere  good   wishes  to  3Ir3,  Lutwidge,  and  that  sbe  maj 
never  be  ill ;  and  believe  me,  my  dear  Admiral,  that  I  am  f 
ever,  your  most  grateful  and  obliged  friend, 

N8L90M  AVD  BbOSTK 

I  have  sent  Daltoo  his  letter,  and  have  Eince  seen  him. 


TO  REAR-ADUIRAL  CAMPBELL. 
rFrani  Qlukt  and  M<ArUiar,  «1.  it  p.  880.] 

2ia,  iSw,,  leoi. '' 

1  am  more  obliged  to  you  than  I  can  express,  for  toot  tttft 
allowing  the  very  superior  force  of  the  Enemy  to  bring  yon  to 
Action.'  Wliatever  credit  would  have  accnied  to  your 
and  your  gallant  Companions'  exertione,  no  sound  advantage* 
could  have  arisen  to  our  Country  ;  for  so  close  to  their 
harbmir  they  could  always  have  returned,  and  left  your  Shipi 
unfit,  probably,  to  Iieep  the  sea.  I  again,  my  dear  AdminJ, 
thank  you  for  your  conduct.  Some  day,  very  soon,  I  have  no 
doubt  but  an  opportunity  will  offer  of  giving  them  feir  Battle 
and  that  it  may  arrive  very,  very  soon,  is  the  most  sincere 
wish  of,  my  dear  Campbell,  your  most  obliged  friend. 

Nelson  akd  Bhontb. 

'  Admird  Sir  Bobnl  Kingsmill,  But.,  bo  frcqaenllj  ntmUoned.    Vide  nl.  L 
p.  10. 

'  "  On  the  91th  of  Mkj.  in  the  rbrmoon.  u  Ihe  Cuiopui,  Dotiagal,  mi 
Amviaa,  having  brtn  ileUcticd  ftom  ilic  HeFL.  Ibea  oul  at  sight  ju  the  oBlag,  *M« 
(IKTHllng  upDD  ihr  lirbourd  Mat  with  a.  tight  tii  from  Ibe  BoiitL-Weit,  aWc  to  tl 
MmIkiuiI  nfC*]Hi  SrpM.  fur  tlio  puqioie  of  rMonnaiMring  ihc  rimlln  TodIod, 
Frenoh  Unc-ef  BuiIb  8hfp  nnil  Fri^aU  wen  obBened  under  soil  beivetn  lb 
('i|wi  Sep*t  uid  Bnin,  which  torai  the  enlnnioe  W  the  biibour.  Al  btit-fmt 
noun,  whdD  ■bout  thnre  milea  thiiii  the  ihore,  Uie  Amuon,  DoucgiJ,  and  CMMfrSB 
lucked  iu  ituoci'Baiuu.  Nn  Booner  hud  the  Cuiopue  put  Bbout.  ihui  Mien)  Ftaneti 
(luti'bouti  awepl  from  under  Cap«  fiepeu  uid,  proBtisg  by  Ibe  edm  staH  of  (he 
weMlier,  apened  a  dlslut  flre  upou  her  uid  the  Amuon.  The  Cmopiu,  In  m> 
tarn,  dinh&rgnl  •  hit  of  her  lower-deck  guDa,  uid  atood  on  to  the  aooib-Ean 
b]F  Eut,  with  Iho  wind,  no*  a  moderate  breeie  ^m  Ibe  Weat-Kortb-WaM. 
On  lieoriug  the  firing,  two  Freuch  Ships  uf  the  Line,  and  two  FrigatM  bid 
■lipped  Iheir  eahlei,  and  madB  mil,  la  aMinl  the  Line-of-Baule  Sliip  aod  I'tipu* 
already  outside.  At  2h.  SOm.  f.v.,  two  more  Sul  of  the  Una  8lip[>ed,  and  hUawtd- 
the  olhen;  mnkiiig  nnw  five  Sail  of  the  Line  and  llircc  Fri^alea  tliatmre  in  . 

of  iha  iMonuifiiiiiig  Sliip*,    Slionl;  iflennrdi  ilie  Freodi  Tu-Frigato,  being  on 


TO  UI8  EXCELLENCY  SIR  JOHN  ACTON.  BART. 
[From  ■  Cop;,  in  llic  Eilioi  Fajien.] 


Mon  cher  Chevalier, 
v^cCuellemeQt  je  ne  pcnsc  pns  vous  iacommodcr,  puisque  jc 
^ns  que  voub  aurez  un  vrai  plaisir  ii  rendrc  service  a  la  cberc 
i-a/dj  Hamilton. 

Le  Chevalier,  lors  de  son  mariage,  lui  assigna  800  livres 
sterling  par  an,  et  comme  il  avoit  destine  exactement  la  meme 
sotnme  ^  sa  premiere  feninic,  Tan  1752,  il  croyoit  avoir  agi 
»vec  beaucoup  dc  liberalite.  Mais  lea  temps  ont  si  fort 
dttnge,  que  800  livres  Gterling  nc  siiflisent  plus  pour  une 
dame  dans  la  position  dc  veuve  du  Chevalier  Hamilton,  et  nc 
donnent  gueres  de  quoi  acheler  du  pain  et  du  fromagc. 
Munaieur  Addington  est,  je  le  sais,  triis  bien  intentionne 
cnTcrs  Milady,  maia  lea  frais  de  la  guerre,  et  probablement  le 
BUuique  dc  quelqu'un  qui  pousse  I'aJfaire,  le  rendent  un  peu 
oifficile,  quand  il  s'agit  d'accordor  une  pension,  quoiqu'il 
<loil  RTOuer,  avec  lout  Ic  monde,  que  cetCe  pension  est  due,  ct 
a  ^li>  bicQ  meritec. 

Ia  Heine  de  Naples  est,  j'en  suis  convaincu,  aussi  sincdre- 
^''nt  atlachec  h  Lady  Hamilton  qu'elle  le  doit,  puis  qu'Elle 
'  1  jamais  cu  une  amie  aussi  sincere  et  aussi  desintercaaee. 
i^nsisi  Sa  Majeste  vouloit  avoir  la  condescendance  d'ecrire 
"'c  ligne  u  Monsieur  Addingtoii,  sans  que  cela  passe  par  le 
mul  de  Castelcicala,  mais  dh-ectcment  k  Monsieur  Adding- 
tv>i  je  suis  sur,  que  Ton  ne  r^fuseroit  plus  la  pension.  Je 
Mdis  rien  dc  plus,  cxceptL'  que  je  serai  aussi  tres  oblige  &  la 
**iM,  si  Ellc  veut  ecrirc  cette  lettre  k  Monsieur  Addiugton,  et 
i"  wJ!  persnade  que  le  cccur  dc  la  Heine  est  trop  genereuz 
r  pwr  oublier  son  Emma.  Je  suis  a  Jamais,  mon  cher  Che- 
Mlin,  Sk., 

Nelson  and  Bbonte. 

'  *>«lbri.qauler  of  Uie  Cuispua,  opened  a  lire  ujion  Lei  ood  \h»  Douegif, 
'-'ti  UvH  ifhipx  imniMiiMEl]'  returned.  WiUi  mi  aaperior  a  fores  il  wu  in  vun 
'  "n«id,  HI]!!  ttnr-Adrnintl  Ciuti|ibEl]  direcled  liis  liule  Division  Lo  make  aul. 
Il  SOm.  T.H..  Hndjng  punuii  niclfss.  Uie  Freni^h  Sliiim  locked,  imd  Blood  hack 

'  il'iii  Piirl;  and  Ht  Uli.  ddm.  pm.,  und  not  liefore,  llho  Cuuipiie  ind  Lcr  I«o 
ig|iiUOBi  )oUicd  llie  \io\orf  imd  tlie  Fket." — Jmncit  Navid  HMory,  vol.  iii, 

'.  H«,  «T.     Sea  tXto  h'aval  Chnnick,  vol.  xii.  p.  2W. 
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TO  THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE  GEORGE  ROSE. 

[Autograpli,  in  the  possession  of  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  George  Boee,  O.C.H.] 

Viotoiy,  May  25th,  1804. 

My  dear  Sir, 

Many  thanks  for  your  good  wishes.  I  bear  your  friends  in 
mind ;  but,  alas !  I  sec  no  prospect  of  being  useful  to  them 
during  the  probably  short  stay  ray  health  will  allow  me  to 
serve  in  the  Mediterranean  without  some  rest ;  and  I  expect  to 
eat  my  Christmas  dinner  in  England^  and  much  sooner  if  tbe 
French  Fleet  will  come  out.  I  only  serve  to  meet  them.  That 
done,  I  feel  the  great  demand  of  my  Country  is  complyd 
with. 

I  have  read  with  attention  Mr.  Pitt's  speech*  respecting  the 
Admiralty.  My  mind  has  been  long  formed  upon  that  subject; 
and  with  all  my  personal  regard  for  Lord  St  Vincent,  I  am 
sorry  to  see  that  he  has  been  led  astray  by  the  opinion  of 
ignorant  people.  There  is  scarcely  a  thing  he  has  done  since 
he  has  been  at  the  Admiralty  that  I  have  not  heard  him 
reprobate  before  he  came  to  the  Board.  I  do  not  mean  hot 
that  the  attempt  to  prevent  the  gross  abuses  in  our  Dock- 
yards, &c.  &c.,  was  laudable  ;  but  it  is  the  mode  of  reforming 
those  abuses  which  I  disapprove  of:  but  this  is  too  long  a 
subject  for  me  to  enter  into  upon  paper. 

I  had  wrote  a  Memoir,  many  months  ago,  upon  the  pro- 
priety of  a  Flotilla.     I  had  that  command  at  the  end  of  last 
War,  and  I  know  the  necessity  of  it,  even  had  you,  and  which 
you  ought  to  have,  thirty  or  forty  Sail  of  the  Line  in  the 
Downs  and  North  Sea,  besides  Frigates,  &c. ;  but  having 
failed  so  entirely  in  submitting  my  thoughts  upon  three  points, 
I  was  disheartened.     They  were  upon  the  speedy  Manning 
the  Navy  at  the  commencement  of  a  War* — the  inducing  the 
Seamen  to  fly  into  the  Naval  Service  instead  of  from  it — and 
for  the  better  payment  of  Prize-money.'  I  have  not  the  vfnity 
to  think  that  any  of  my  plans  were  perfect;  but  they  were 
intended,  by  contradicting  my  plans,  to  bring  forth  better: 


■  Vide  p.  29,  ante.  *  Vide  rol.  v.  p.  44. 

*  Vide  Tol.  T.  p.  53.    Tbe  Memoir  on  tlie  Flotilla  has  not  been  foand. 
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t  oothing  has  been  doue,  and  something  wo^  uml  U 

I  t}poa  ibe  acccsatun  of  the  new  Emperor,  cither  the  Invasioa  I 
4  ulce  pUicc,  or  we  shall  have  Peace.  Hoping  soon  to  lak*  | 
Wyou  by  the  hand,  I  am  ever,  my  dear  Sir,  your  much  obliged  I 
'   friend, 

Nei-son  and  Bronte. 
The  Kcvercnd  Mr.  Scott  desires  ine  lo  present  liis  best  1 
nspecU;  and  I  cannot  let  this  opportunity  slip  of  tellinz  you  | 
ihttt  bis  abilities  are  of  a  very  superior  cast,  and  be  would  be  I 
-  most  useful  person  to  you,  or  any  one  high  in  Ofiit-e,  for  J 
.  -niga  iiialtepj  and  languages:  he  lives  with  me,  and,  there- 
-rp,  I  ran  «|>enk  cunfidfintly  of  his  abilities. 


TO  ADMIRAL  THE  R.\RL  OP  ST.  VIXCF.XT,  K.tl. 
[Frvm  Clntke  uiJ  M-AnliUr.  vol.  ii.  p.  :U\1.} 

■t!nU  May.  isoi. 
Th*rc  is  no  real  happiness,  my  dear  Lord,  in  this  world: 
ih  all  content  and  smiles  around  me,  up  start  these  Artillery 

■  ys;*  I  nndcrstond  they  are  not  Ijeyond  that  age,  and  set  us  I 

I  ai  defiance— speaking  in  the  most  disrespectful  maimer  of 
I-  Navy  and  its  Commanders,  &c.     I  know  you,  my  dear 

! .'.rd,  so  well,  lliat  with  your  quickness,  the  mailer  would 
ve  b«cn  settled,  and  perhaps  some  of  ibem  been  broke.     I 

II  perUa{i8  more  patient,  but  I  do  assure  you  not  less  re- 
ived, if  my  plan  of  conciliation  is  not  attended  to.  Yuu 
id  I  arr  on  the  cvc  of  quilting  the  theatre  of  our  exploits; 
ii  we  owe  it  to  our  successors,  never,  whilst  we  have  a 
'i^im:  to  speak,  or  a  hand  to  write,  to  allow  tlie  Navy  to  be 

it>e  smallest  degree  injured  in  its  discipline  by  our  conduct. 
.    iheac  continued  attacks  upon  the  Navy  arc  to  be  carried  on 

try  two  or  three  years,  it  would  be  much  better  for  the 

■\  iv J  to  have  itfl  own  Corps  of  Artillery :'  the  present  case  is 

ilred  with  lads;  but  they  are  set  on  by  men,  I  can  see 

■  Tiic  FP'  ■«.  ■■i^.  •""■ 

Till*  *■•  illrrirwdii  don*  b;  t)io  r^lolilialinii'iil  nr  »  1>r»iii'l>  lA  ilis  lloi^il 
•  ii^,  mtlRl  ihr  ~  U"'"!  Marine  Arlilierv.' 
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that  very  clearly.  The  new  Emperor  (bravo,  Conricanl)  will 
I  hope,  begin  his  reign  by  ordering  his  Fleet  to  come  oat 
for  if  they  do  not  very  soon,  they  will  wear  ua  oat,  and  moi 
particularly  myself.  My  health  has  sufiered  vety  mocb,  bo 
I  am  as  happy  in  the  command  aa  man  can  be.  I  am,  &&, 
Nelson  and  Bbobtl 


TO  ADMIRAL  SIR  CHARLES  POLE,  BART.* 
[From  Ct*rk«  md  M'AithnT,  vol.  U.  p.  3B6.] 

[About  20th  M>T,  IS0I.1 

I  am  sure  Lord  St  Vincent  ought  to  feel  gratefiit  for  yoa 
zealous  suppoit  of  his  measures  ;*  and  I  hope,  my  dear  Fok 
you  will  stand  by  the  Navy  against  all  attempts  to  hiT 
Soldiers  placed  in  our  Ships,  independent  of  the  Naval  At 
of  Parliament,  from  whatever  quarter  it  may  be  attempted 
when  that  takes  place,  there  is  an  end  of  our  Navy,— thei 
cannot  be  two  Commanders  in  one  Ship.  We  are  all  as  happ 
as  a  set  of  animals  can  be,  who  have  been  in  fact  more  thaa 
year  at  sea,  or  rather  without  going  ashore :  for,  with  & 
exception  of  anchoring  under  the  Northern  end  of  Saidiiui 
not  a  Ship  has  been  to  a  Naval  Yard  to  refit  during  that  Qnn 
Hope  keeps  us  up.    I  am,  &c.. 

Nelson  and  Bbonte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  SIR  THOMAS  TROUBRIDGE,  BART,  ADMiaALTV. 
[From  CltiHw  and  H'AHbar,  vol.  il.  p.  361.] 

[About  26tli  M>T,  teOL] 

My  dear  Troubridge, 
You  will  see  that  I  have  been  obliged  to  write  a  letta 
the  Admiralty,  on  the  subject  of  Soldiers  embarked  on  hot 
Ships  of  War ;  and  I  have  written  it  strong,  as  I  know  it  oh 
go  further  than  your  Board.  It  is  the  old  history — iryii 
to  do  away  the  Act  of  Parliament ;  but  I  trust  they  n 
never  succeed — for  when  they  do,  farewell  to  our  Naval  sut 

•  ViUeTol.  i.p.  37. 

"ouse  of  Couimoiis,  on  the  aith  of  Mu 
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riority !  We  should  be  prettily  commanded  I  You  may  say, 
*  they  are  not  intended  to  command  the  Navy,  but  that  the 
Navy  is  not  to  command  Soldiers  on  board  a  Ship.'  Let 
them  once  gain  the  step  of  being  independent  of  the  Navy  on 
board  a  Ship,  and  fliey  will  soon  have  the  other,  and  command 
us.  It  may  be  said,  *  if  the  Soldiers  behave  improperly,  they 
would  be  tried  by  a  Court-martial  on  shore :'  were  that  pos- 
sible, of  what  Members  would  that  Court  be  composed  ? 
Hostly  Subalterns,  I  fancy,  who,  although  we  might  think 
the  Officer  had  behaved  very  improperly,  might,  and  probably 
would  think  that  he  bad  behaved  very  properly  to  us  Sea- 
brutes.  But,  thank  God,  my  dear  TVoubridge,  the  King 
himself  cannot  do  away  the  Act  of  Parliament  Although 
my  career  is  nearly  run,  yet  it  would  embitter  my  future  days 
and  expiring  moments,  to  hear  of  our  Navy  being  sacrificed 
to  the  Army.  I  can  readily  conceive  the  attempts  of  the 
Army  at  this  moment,  when  they  think  themselves  of  such 
great  importance.  The  Admiralty  order  might  lead  those 
wrong  who  do  not  know  that  nothing  but  an  Act  of  Parliament 
can  do  away  an  Act  of  Parliament   Ever,  my  dear  Troubridge, 

yours  most  faithfully, 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  RICHARD  HUSSEY  MOUBRAY,  H.  M.  SHIP  ACTIVK. 

[Order-Book.J 

Victory,  at  Sea,  27tb  May,  ISai. 

You  are  hereby  required  and  directed  to  take  his  Majesty's 
Ship  named  in  the  margin*  under  your  command,  and  proceed 
immediately  to  the  head  of  the  Gulf  of  Lyons,  where  you  will 
-•ke  a  sweep  for  the  space  of  forty-eight  hours,  in  order  to 
^b  intelligence  of  the  Enemy^s  intended  movements  at 
[onion,  and  to  capture  or  destroy  any  of  their  numerous  Pri- 
tteers,  which  I  understand  are  fitting  out  at  Marseilles;  and 
t  the  expiration  of  eight  days  from  the  date  hereof,  you  will 
in  me  on  Rendezvous  No.  102,  where  you  will  find  tlie 
]aadron,  or  orders  for  your  further  proceedings. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

'  Seahorse. 
D2 


TO  LADY  UAMILTOX. 
[From  "  Lord  NelMo't  Letlen  lo  Lsl;  TlMDUlaii.' 


r.Jiwjf: 


My  dearest  Emma, 

Yesterday,  I  took   Chsrlcs   Connor  on  board, 
Phwbe,  to  try  what  we  can  do  with  biin.     At  prei 
fellow,  he  has  got  a  very  bad  eye — and,  I  almost : 
will  be  blind  of  Il^owing  to  an  olive-stone  striking  0 
but  the  Surgeon  of  the  Victory,  who  is  by  far  the  r 
medical  man  I  have  ever  seen,'  and  etjuatly  so  as  a 
[says]  that,  if  It  can  be  saved,  he  will  do  it.     The  otl 
plaint,  in  his  head,  is  but  little  more,  I  think,  thi 
when  he  first  came  to  Deal ;  a  kind  of  silly  lau] 
spoken  to.     He  always  complains  of  a  pain  in  the 
of  his  head;  but  when  that  is  gone,  I  do  not  pen 
that  he  is  as  wise  as  many  of  his  neighbours.     Yon 
ray  dear  Emma,  that  nothing  shall  be  wanting,  on  □ 
render  him  every  service.     Capel,'  although,  1  am  sui 
kind  to  younkers,  I  do  not  think,  has  the  knack  of  " 
them  in  high  discipline ;  he  lets  them  be  their  own 
too  much.     I  paid  Charles's  account,  yesterday  ; 
been  in  the  Phcebe,  £155  14s.     However,  he  must  noi 
new  leaf;  and  I  sincerely  hope,  poor  fellow,  hewillyel 

I  wrote  you  on  the  22nd,  through  Rosas,  in  Spain  f 
shall  write,  in  a  few  days,  by  Barcelona :  tins  goes 
raltar.  I  have  wrote  Admiral  Lutwidge;  Mrs.  '. 
must  wait,  for  I  cannot  get  through  all  my  numei 
for,  whoever  writes,  although  upon  their  own 
oflcnded  if  they  are  not  answered.  I  have  not 
Bailey  :  I  suppose,  he  is  in  the  Leviathan.  By  the 
see,  he  is  in  the  Canojius  ;  and  I  can,  at  present,  be  of  no  ust 
to  him.  Charles  is  very  much  recovered.  I  write  you,  thift 
day,  by  Barcelona.  Your  dear  phiz — but  not  the  least  like 
you —  on  the  cnp,  is  safe ;  but  I  would  not  use  it,  for  the  world 
for,  if  it  was  broke,  it  would  distress  me  very  mueli.  Your 
letters,  by  Swift,  I  shall  never  get  back.     The  French  ConanI, 

•  ponoT.  iinw  Sic  George  Magr.ub.  K.ll. 

■  l'iipl»in,  iiu«  ViEf-AilniiriiJ.  llie llonounOilt  Kii  T1iom«a  BUlen  I'upri,  K.C.B 
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[u  Barcelona,  is  bragging  that  lie  hns  three  pictures  of  you 
from  ihe  Swift.     I  do  not  believe  him ;   but,  what  if  he  had  a 

liuniired  I I  see,  Lord  SlafFoi-d  is  going  to  oppose  Mr. 

Addingtoo  ;  the  present  Ministry*  cannot  stand.     1  wish  Mr. 

Additigtou  had  given  you  the  pension ;  Pitt  and  hard-hearted 

"  EDTille,  never  will.     What  a  fortune  the  dcalh  of  Lord 

lelford  gives  him  I  Everytliiog  you  tell  mc  about  my  dear 

Ilia  charms  me.     I  think  I  sec  her,  hear  lier,  and  admire 

but  she  is  like  her  dear,  dear  mother 

Falcon  is  a  clever  man.     He  would  not  have  made  such 

iJer  as  our  triend  Drake  and  Spencer  Smith.     I  hear  the 

coming,  via  Trieste,  to  Malta.     Perhaps,  be  wants  to 

I  to  Constantinople ;  and,  if  the  Spencers  get  in,  the  Smiths 

get  anything.     Mr.  Elliot,  I  hear,  is  a  candidate  for  it. 

Fcomplains  of  the  expense  of  Naples,  I  hear ;  and,  that  he 

lot  make  both  ends  meet,  although  be  sees  no  company. 

histories  of  the  Queen  are  beyoud  whatever  I  have  heard 

Sir  William.      Prince  Leopold's   establishment  is  all 

EDch.    Tlie  Queen's  favourite,  Lieutenant-Colonel  St.  Clair, 

«M  B  subalteni ;    La  Tour,  the  Captain  in  the  Navy  ;    and, 

MHrther  I    However,  I  never  touch  on  these  matters ;    for,  I 

ore  not  how  she  auiuses  herself.     It  will  be  the  upset  of 

Acton ;  or,  rather,  he  will  not,  I  am  told,  stay.     The  King  is 

>ogiy  with  her ;  his  love  is  long  gone  by.  I  have  only  one  word 

"»!?— Do  not  believe  a  syllable  the  newspapers  say,  orwhat 

jouhear.     jStankind  seems  fond  of  telling  lies.     Remember 

lEC  kindly  to  Mni,  Cadogan,  and  to  nil  our  mutual  friends, 

■odbe  assured  that  I  am,  &c.  Nelson  and  Bronte. 

George  Campbell*  desires  tne  always  to  present  his  best 
Jwpects;  and  make  mine  to  good  Mr,  Yonge.  What  can  I 
Wile  him  ?  I  am  sure  he  must  have  greot  pleasure  in  altcnd- 
"■g  Jitu:  and  when  you  sec  Sir  William  Scolt,'  make  my 
Ikh  regards  acceptable  to  him.  There  is  no  man  I  have  a 
'I'Sticr  opinion  of,  both  as  a  public  an(l  private  character. 
'  "I  wiU  long  ago  have  bad  my  letter,  with  one  to  Davison, 
- -iiring  be  will  pay  for  the  alterations  at  Merton.  I  shall  send 
,  II  a  letter  for  the  hundred  pounds  a  month  to  the  Bank.' 

■  Rcw-Ailmiritl  George  Cumiiliell.  *  .Ulemnni-.  I.i.nl  Sio»l-1I. 

'  tltn  ibf  <l«Ui  ol  Sir  Williaui  lI«mlIlou,  Lord  Nilion  made  Ad;  lliimillou 
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TO  WILLIAM  iMARSDEN,  ESQ^  ADM1R.VLTY. 

[Lctter-Book.  "  Monday,  '28th  May,  a.ji.  Al  0,  Cape  Sieie  bore  N.  b  W.  J  W« 
diHtaut  7  or  H  leagues.  Ligbt  breezes  and  clear.  Cleared  Ship.  Obserred  the 
Kueiuy's  Ships  coming  round  Cape  Sepet.  At  Noon,  Cape  Sicie  bore  N  ^  W^  dla- 
tant  ((^  Icagncs.  Excellent  and  Leviathan  in  company.  P.V.,  moderate  breem 
and  clear.  ^  past  I'-i,  hauled  our  wind  on  the  Larboard  Tack,  and  made  sail 
Hove  to,  and  tried  the  current,  and  found  it  act  nearly  I  mile  in  0  houn,  W.X.W.  by 
compass.  At  :)*.'}0,  filled,  and  exercised  great  gnns.  At  4,  hove  to.  The  Enemy'i 
Ships  still  standing  to  the  Eastword  alongfihore,  consisting  of  4  Ships  of  the  Linei 
n  Frigates,  and  '-i  Brigs,  with  some  Gun-boats.  Light  breezes.  Eaemj'a  Shipt 
tacke<l  and  stood  in  for  Sepet.** — Tuesday,  *20th  May,  at  Noon.  Two  of  the 
Enemy's  Ships  under  suil  off  Cape  Sepet.  Cape  Side  bore  N.  ^  W.,  diaiant  4 
leagues.  Excellent  and  I<eviathan  in  company.  .Moderate  breezes  and  haiy. 
J-  post  1*2,  hauled  our  wind  on  the  Larboard  tack,  and  made  all  sail  in  ehaae  of  a 
French  Ship  of  the  Line.  At  1,  bore  up ;  at  *2,  hauled  to  S.  b  E.  Fresh  breens 
and  hazy.  At  4*30,  saw  the  Fleet,  S.£.  b  S.  At  5*45,  joined  ditto,  eonaiating  of 
lioyal  Sovereign,  Canopus,  Donegal,  Belleisle,  Benown,  Gibraltar,  TriuBph,  £tna, 
Thunder,  and  Acheron." — J'irlory's  Log.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  2»th  May,  l&0«i 

Sir, 
I  herewith  transmit  you>  for  the  information  of  the  Lords 
Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,*  a  copy  of  my  order  of  this 
day  to  Captain  Ryves,  of  the  Gibraltar ;  and  also,  of  my  letter 
to  Commissioner  Otway,  respecting  the  refit  of  that  Ship, 
which  you  will  please  to  communicate  to  their  Lordships; 
and  also,  acquaint  them  that  the  Kent  will  be  ordered  to 
proceed  to  England  in  July  next — being  the  most  moderate 
season  of  the  year;  and,  fearful  of  any  accident  happening  to 
her,  I  shall  direct  a  Transport  to  accompany  her  on  the 
passage.  The  Renown  will  take  her  place  at  Naples,  but  she 
ought  to  proceed  to  England  before  the  winter,  and  the  Superb 
must  also  be  sent  to  England  before  that  period  arrives,  as  her 
stem,  and  the  knees  of  her  head,  are  loose  and  broke; 
nothing  but  the  great  exertions  of  Captain  Keats  has  kept  her 
at  sea  this  last  season.  The  Triumph  will  go  to  Gibraltar  to 
get  a  new  foremast,  and  probably  be  careened  before  the 
winter,  if  their  Lordships  do  not  think  proper  that  she  should 
proceed  to  England.     I  am,  &c., 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


Wr.  45.  J 


[Order- Book.] 

Violory,  at  Se^  '-ieili  M«y.  IWU. 

The  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  having  ordered 

Comnussioner   Otway  to  refit  his  Majesty's  Ship  Gibraltar, 

under  your  command,  as  signified  to  me  in  Sir  Evan  Nepeau'e 

leitiir, dated  the  Slst  December,  1803,  You  arc,  in  obet^encc  to 

their  Lordships'  direction,  hereby  required  and  directed  to  pro- 

cecJ  with  his  Majesty's  said  Ship  to  Gibraltar,  and  put  her 

'  (he  hands  of  the  Naval  Yard  Officers  at  that  place  ;  but 

lid  Commissioner  Otway,  afler  examining  the  Gibraltar, 

1 1  Lliat  she  cannot  be  made  au  efiicieut  Ship,  I  have  directed 

Itiiii  to  Btatc  the  same  to  you  officially  by  letter,  upon  receipt 

of  nhich,  you  are  to  proceed,  without  a  moment's  loss  of  time, 

^"  Rendezvous  No.  97,  under  Cape   Su  Sebastians,  where 

'  tl  is  a  Frigote  stationed  to  acquaint  any  ol'  his  Majesty's 

;  1,  of  my  Rendezvous ;  and  upon  your  joining  mc,  I  shall 

■[  die  Gibraltar  to  proceed  to  Malta,  for  the  purpose  of 

•I;;  the  Trade  which   may  be  collected  there   from  the 

Jii[ielago  and  Adriatic  to  England.     Commissioner  Otway 

iimishcd  with  a  copy  of  this  order,  that  no  delay  may 

WLui  il5  being  put  into  immediate  execution. 

Nelson  and  Bbontc 
Memorandum. 
Itij  my  directions  that  you  receive  Doctor  Scott  and  the 
Agent  Victualler  of  the  Fleet  on  board  the  Gibraltar ;  and  if 
lu  pissing  Rendezvous  No.  97,  under  Cape  St.  Sebastians, 
Tuu  should  fall  in  with  the  Juno,  you  will  deliver  the  accom- 
pinjiug  letter  to  Captain  Richardson,  and  afterwards  land 
I^ior  Scott  with  my  dispatches  at  Barcelona, 


TO  CAPTAIN  SUTTON,  H.  M.  SHIP  AMPIIION, 

[Aampvpb.  in  tlie  i>osBession  otCiiptuu  Ives  BuiIod.j 

My  dear  Sutton,  Vwiorj,  hUy  -im.  it^rn. 

If  by  aiiy  chance  a  Ship  of  the  Line  should  become  vacant, 
ill!  you  like  to  have  her?  I  have  been  told  ihat  you 
III :  and  you  will  believe  tliat  I  shall,  upon  every  occasion, 
■■^'PJ  to  meet  your  wishes,  beirtg  most  tndy,  your  much 
Nelson  and  Bronts. 
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TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ.,  ADMIRALTY. 

[Original  in  the  Admiralty.] 

Victorv,  at  Sea,  *^9ai  Mar,  1804 

Sir, 
You  will  please  to  acquaint  the  Lords  Commissioners 
the  Admiralty,  that  his  Majesty's  Ship  Victory,  ou  her  pas8a| 
to  the  Mediterranean,  captured  the  Ambuscade  French  Fi 
gate,  manned  her  with  a  sufficient  number  of  Officers  an 
Seamen,  and  directed  her  to  proceed  to  Gibraltar.  On  b( 
way  there,  and  after  she  had  parted  company  with  the  Victor 
she  fell  in  with  and  captured  the  Marie  Therese,  a  Frenc 
Merchantman,  and  carried  her  with  her  to  that  place.  0 
the  Ambuscade's  arrival  off  the  Mole  with  her  Prize,  as  abo?( 
the  llevolutionaire  and  Bittern,  who  were  lying  there,  sei 
out  their  Boats  to  the  said  Merchant- Ship,  (knowing  her  1 
be  the  Ambuscade's  Prize,)  and  afterwards  laid  in  their  claii 
as  joint  captors  in  the  Vice- Admiralty  Court  at  Gibraltar 
but  upon  trial  of  the  said  Vessel,  their  claim  was  thrown  ou 
and  the  Marie  Therese  condemned  as  sole  and  legal  prize  1 
the  Victory.  The  Agent,  consequently,  (after  keepmg  tl 
proceeds  a  considerable  time  in  his  possession  to  meet  ll 
claims  of  those  Ships,  in  the  event  of  any  having  bee 
established  by  them  in  England,)  not  hearing  of  any  claii 
being  made,  sent  the  Prize-money  to  the  Victory  for  distr 
bution ;  but  has  since  acquainted  the  Captain  of  that  Shi 
that  the  Marie  Therese  is  claimed  as  a  Droit  of  Admiralt 
I  therefore  request  you  will  be  pleased  to  lay  this  particult 
case  before  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  an 
move  their  Lordships,  under  the  circumstances  before  mei 
tioned,  to  order  the  Admiralty  claim  (if  any  has  been  mad 
to  be  withdrawn,  as  I  consider  it  a  very  great  hardship  upc 
the  Officers  and  Seamen  of  the  Victory.*    I  am,  &c., 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


•  Lord  Nelson  repented  this  inquirv  on  the  l«t  of  August,  1805,  and  the  Ada 
l-nlty,  having  refrned  to  their  Proctor,  Mr.  Gosling,  they  forwarded  his  Report 
Lord  Nelson  ou  the  '^',*nd  of  that  uiouth.  It  stated  that  the  Lord»  of  Appeal  lu 
on  the  'Hh  of  April  I^(i">,  reversed  the  neutence  by  which  the  Maric-Therese  li 
been  adjudged  a  Prize  to  the  Victory,  and  cundenincd  the  Ship  and  Cargo  tt 
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TO  DR.  BAIRD. 

[From  "  Tbe  Athensum/'  and  Clarke  and  M*Artbur,  toI.  ii.  p.  307.J 

Victory,  May  30tb,  1804. 

My  dear  Sir, 
I  have  many  thanks  to  give  you  for  your  truly  kind  letter 
of  January  24tb.     From  what  we  hear  about  Buonaparte's 
being  Emperor,  perhaps  it  will  bring  about  a  Peace;  and  if 
we  give  up  Malta,  it  will  be  unnecessary  to  make  a  Naval 
Hospital.     I  have  sent  Dr.  Snipe  to  look  at  the  place,  with 
Sir  Alexander  Ball,  and  to  take  care  that  we  have  the  ground 
Vith  tbe  house ;  for,  with  the  ground,  it  is  the  most  healthy 
lod  eligible  situation  in  Vaktte  Harbour;  without  it,  con- 
fined with  four  bare  walls,  it  would  be  the  very  worst  place 
Id  the  place,  for  the  heat  would  be  intolerable. 

Tbe  health  of  this  Fleet  cannot  be  exceeded ;  and  I  really 
believe  that  my  shattered  carcase  is  in  the  worst  plight  of  the 
whole  Fleet.  I  have  had  a  sort  of  rheumatic  fever,  they  tell 
me ;  but  I  have  felt  the  blood  gushing  up  the  left  side  of  my 
bead,  and  the  moment  it  covers  the  brain,  I  am  fast  asleep : 
I  am  now  better  of  that ;  and  with  violent  pain  in  my  side, 
and  night-sweats,  with  heat  in  the  evening,  and  quite  flushed. 
The  pain  in  my  head,  nor  spasms,'  I  have  not  had  for  some 
time.  [Mr.  Magrath,  whom  I  admire  for  his  great  abilities 
every  day  I  live,  gives  me  excellent  remedies ;  but  we  must 
W  such  men  from  our  Service,  if  the  Army  goes  on  in 
encouraging  Medical  men,  whilst  we  do  nothing.  I  am  sure 
much  ought  to  be  done  for  our  Naval  Surgeons,  or  how  can 
^e  expect  to  keep  valuable  men  ?  I  look  to  you  not  only  to 
propose  it,  but  to  enforce  it,  to  Lord  St  Vincent,  who  must  be 
anxious  to  preserve  such  a  valuable  set  of  men  to  the  Navy.*] 
With  every  kind  wish  for  your  health  and  happiness,  I  am 
always,  my  dear  doctor,  your  much  obliged  friend. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

Droit  of  AdmiraltT,  taken  by  the  Non-Commissioued  Ship  Ambuscade ;  aud  the 
^'^  tesipieU  tlie  accounts  of  sales  and  proceeds  to  be  brought  in." — Oriyinal 
^f^  in  the  Croker  Papers. 

'  ^'TUe  paiu  in  my  lieart,  not  spaMms/'  in  the  copy  in  Churkc  and  M'Artliur. 

*  The  passage  within  brackets  is  supplied  from  the  copy  in  Clarke  aud  M'Arthur* 
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»■ 

I  wish  it  may  be  in  [mj]  power  to  be  useful  to  your  fiicHS  •■ 
Mr.  Hammick,'  on  board  the  Renown ;  but  I  see  no  pnMpedB . 
at  present.  .  _ 

0RD£R8  FOR  R£AR-ADMIRAL  SIR  RICHARD  BICKERTONt  BAIR 

[Autograph  draught  in  the  possession  of  the  BeTerand  Henry  GinOesUHMiiiit ' 

Order-Book.] 

Yictoiy,  at  Sea,  Slst  Msj,  1804. 

I  am  going  off  the  Port  of  Toulon  with  the  Van  Dhrjakl^ 
of  the  Fleet     You  are  to  remain  with  the  Lee  Division  ibA 
Bombs,  South  of  Porto  Cross ;  but  on  no  account  to  cmne  tt^ 
the  Northward  of  42 :  20  N.,  as  nearer  than  that  distance 
Ships  are  seen  from  the  Hieres  Islands.    And  as  the  VictoH^* 
lers  are  hourly  expected  from  Malta,  you  will  direct  the  Ship^ 
with  you  to  complete  to  five  months.     You  will  send  me  ^^ 
account  when  the  Victuallers  arrive,  that  I  may  return  aX^^ 
clear  them. 

Should  the  Childers  join,  you  will  send  her  to  me,  and  al^^ 
the  Narcissus ;   and  should  anything  particular  happen,  so  ^^ 
to  make  a  communication  for  other  purposes  necessaiy,  yor^ 
will  send  a  Ship  to  me,  directing  her  Commander  to  approac/' 
Toulon,  or  the  Ships  off  that  place,  with  great  caution. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  HIS  EXCELLENCY  COUNT  WORONZOW^. 

[From  Clarke  and  M' Arthur,  toI.  ii.  p.  308.] 

Slst  May,  1804. 

These  gentlemen,*  being  lads,  must  be  treated  in  a  different 
manner  to  the  grown-up  OflBcers  we  have  formerly  had.  The 
allowance  made  them  from  the  Emperor,  is,  I  understand, 

*  Mr.  Htephen  Love  Hammick,  Surgeon  of  the  Renown,  was  for  many  years 
Surgeon  to  the  Royal  Hospital  at  Plymouth.  He  was  created  a  Baronet  in  July 
1834. 

>  Some  young  Hussian  gentlemen,  who  were  placed  in  our  Ships  in  the  Medi- 
terraiienn,  that  they  mi^ht  learn  our  Naval  system,  (vide  vol.  v.  p.  44b.)  The  policy 
of  our  having  taught  Foreigners  to  become  Naval  Officers  seems  incomprehensible. 
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£40  a  year^  which  sum  is  very  well  after  the  youngsters  are 
fitted  oat,  and  the  Ship  they  are  in  has  sailed ;  but  to  fit  them 
out  and  keep  them  a  year,  it  is  by  no  means  a  su£Bcient  sum. 
I  would,  therefore,  propose,  that  the  twelve  lads  who  came  out 
in  the  Royal  Sovereign,  should  have  all  their  outfit  paid,  and 
pasBage  to  Plymouth,  and  that  the  £40  a  year  should  not 
commence  until  the  day  the  Royal  Sovereign  sailed  fi*om 
PI;moutlL  It  costs  an  English  lad  firom  70  to  j£100  to  fit  him 
oat,  besides  his  yearly  stipend ;  and  these  very  fine  lads  must 
bave  hats,  shoes,  &c.,  and  money  for  their  mess.  I  do  not 
thmkthey  will  have  many  opportunities  of  spending  their 
OMmey  ashore.  I  shall  cause  inquiries  to  be  made  into  their 
little  wants,  and  shall  advance  the  money.  They  are  most  ex- 
ceedmgly  good  boys,  and  are  very  much  liked  in  the  Ships 
the;  are  placed  in.    I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE  LORD  HOBART. 

[Aatograpb,  in  tUe  Colonial  Office.] 

Victory,  May  aist,  1804. 

My  Lord, 
I  have  been  honoured  with  your  Lordship's  duplicate  letter 
^f  March  8th' — the  original,  I  presume,  taken  in  the  Swift 

■  "  Secret. 

"  Downing  Street,  8tli  March,  1801. 

"  My  Lord, — I  bave  received  your  Lordship's  letters  referred  to  iu  the  margin, 

C^-nd  December,  1803;  4th  January,  1804;  0th  ditto;  10th  ditto;  20th  ditto ; 

<(Kh  ditto,)  and  I  have  great  pleasure  in  expressing  the  approbation  of  his  Miyesty's 

<^o&&deiui«]  servants,  of  the  energy  and  spirit  which  have  marked  your  Lordship's 

^^uct,  in  the  measures  that  you  have  taken  with  respect  to  the  Dey  of  Algiers, 

*>vtU  18  the  discretion  and  good  sense  with  which  your  orders  have  been  executed  by 

^9Uin  Keats.     The  instructions  of  the  0th  January,  which  by  his  Mi^esty  s  com- 

**^  1  communicated  to  your  Lordship,  will  have  reached  you  shortly  after  the 

™*  of  youp  last  Dispatches,  and  your  Lordship  will  have  observed  that  they  per- 

feeily  accord  with  the  determination  you  had  previously  taken,  to  forbear  proceed - 

iBg  to  actual  hostilities,  until  you  can  strike  an  effectual  blow  agaiust  the  Algerinc 

^niizerB.    But  as  your  Lordship  has  mentioned  the  latter  end  of  the  month  of 

April,  as  the  period  which  you  would  fix  for  the  commencement  of  operatious,  it 

^  appeared  advisable   to  liis  Miyesty's  Ministers  that  another  communication 

*bgniA  be  made  to  tlie  Dey  of  Algiers,  in  the  hope  that  means  may  yet  be  found  for 

pfMuing  due  satisfaction  for  the  honour  of  this  country-,  without  having  recourse 
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Cutter.    Expecting  your  Lordship's  answer,  I  did  not, 
course,  commence  hostilities  against  the  Dey's  CruizerB»     X 
meant  that  the  28th  of  April  was  about  the  time  of 
sailing,  and  when  an  effective  blow  might  be  struck.    I 
not  think  the  Dey  has  ventured  to  send  his  Cruia^ra  to 


to  measures  of  decided  bostilitr.    By  personal  commnnication  with  Mr. 
the  fact  of  the  Moorish  women  having  been  found  in  hw  house,  is  deariy  catahliiheJ  ; 
but  from  the  representation  of  that  gentleman,  no  doubt  con  be  entertained  of  dieir 
having  been  introduced  witliout  his  knowledge.    As,  however,  it  is  understood  thai 
the  women  themselves,  as  well  as  a  French  servant  belonging  to  Mr.  Falcon,  Jbm'VC 
beeu  induced  to  declare  that  Mr.  Falcon  and  his  Secretary,  were  the  penons   o« 
whose  account  they  were  admitted  into  the  house  of  the  Consul,  the  conduct  of 
Dey,  witli  reference  to  tlie  prejudices  of  the  Moorish  people,  may  admit  of  some 
gree  of  palliation,  although  it  is  not  possible  fur  him  to  justiA'  the  insult  offered  to 
his  Majesty's  Representative,  by  the  abrupt  manner  in  which  he  was  sent  a'«^*7 
fh)m  Algiers.     I'nder  this  impression,  and  in  consequence  of  Mr.  Falcon's  rej'"'*" 
seutation  since  his  return  to  England,  intimating  that  many  circumstances    La^ 
occurred,  which  were  calculated  to  render  him  peculiarly  obnoxious  to  the  I>^'- » 
and  OS  the  Dey  has  signified  liis  readiness  to  receive  any  other  person  whom  *^ 
Mi\jeMty  might  think  proper  to  nominate  as  liis  Consul  at  Algiers,  his  Majesty 
Ministers  are  of  opiuiou  tliat  your  Lordnliip  should,  with  the  least  possible  del^« 
take  such  measures  as  shall  appear  to  you  most  proper,  for  causing  it  to  be  siguifi^ 
10  the  Dey  that  your  Lordship  might  be  induced  to  interpose  your  good  offices  wito 
his  Majesty's  Government,  for  the  purpose  of  having  the  appointment  of  Connd 
conferred  n|uiu  some  other  person,  provided  the  Dey  shall,  in  the  first  instaneft 
express  his   concern  for  the  disrespect  which  had  been  shown  to  the  accredited 
Agent  of  his  Majesty,  in  the  person  of  Mr.  Falcon ;  and  providinl,  likewise,  that  the 
Maltese  inhabitants  captured  by  tlic  Algerine  Cniizers.  and  lield  in  slavery  at 
Algiers,  be  restored,  jls  also  their  Vessels  and  cargoes,  or  a  pccuniiuy  com|)ensation 
made  for  the  damages  sustained  by  their  detention.     If  the  communication  of  such 
a  favourable  disposition  on  the  piurt  of  your  Lordship,  should  fail  to  produce  the 
effect  that  miglit  reasonably  be  expected  from  it,  it  will  then  become  necessarj'  that 
the  Dey  should  be  made  to  feel  that  the  power  of  punishment  for  the  insult  offered 
by  him,  is  equal  to  the  moderation  and  forl>carance  that  have  been  observed  towards 
him;  and  I   have  an  entire  confidence  that  your  Lordship  will  so  regulate  your 
proceedings,  as  to  be  able  to  take  the  most  effectual  measures  for  that  purpose. 
Indexed  I  send  your  Lordship  a  copy  of  the  Treaty  of  the  10th  of  Man*h,  li<i)\, 
entered  into  by  his  Majesty's  Agent   and   Consul-Generol,  Mr.  Falcon,   and   his 
Hijfhness  Mustapha  Dey,  Uashaw  and  Governor  of  Algiers,  by  which  your  Loni- 
sliip  will   observe  that,  from  the  7th  of  December  18(K),  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Islnnd  of  Malta  are  to  be  treated  upon  the  same  footing  as  the  rest  of  his  Majestv'a 
subjects.     I  liave  the  honour  to  be,  &c. — Hobart." — Original, 

Copy  of  the  Treaty  enclosed  in  the  preceding  Letter : — 

•*  Whereas  the  Island  of  Malta,  in  the  Mediterranean  Sea,  has  been  conqnered 
by  his  Britannic  Mryesty's  arms,  it  is  now  hereby  agreed,  and  fully  concluded, 
between  Johu  rjdcon,  Ksquire,  his  Britannic  Majesty's  Agent  and  Consnl-Generol 
for  the  City  and  Kingdom  of  Algier,  and  his  Highness  Mustapha  Dey,  Bashaw 
and  Governor,  &c.  &c.  of  Algier,  that  from  the  seventli  day  of  December  last,  IHCK), 
the  inhabitants  thereof  shall  be  treated  upon  the  same  footing  as  the  rest  of  hia 
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I  have  sent  Captain  Keats  to  Algiers ;  and,  unless  the  Dey  is 
set  on,  and  supported  by  the  French  against  us,  I  have  every 
hope,  that  now  Mr.  Falcon  is  out  of  the  question,  matters 
will  be  amicably  settled.  As  for  three  Bombs  going  against 
Algiers,  I  could  as  soon  whistle  the  walls  down.  If  force  is  to 
be  used,  not  less  than  ten  or  twelve  Sail  of  the  Line,  and  as 
many  Bombs  as  possible,  could,  in  my  opinion,  produce  the 
proper  effect  of  humbling  him;  and  I  feel  that  a  Fleet  is  not. 
It  this  moment,  to  be  crippled  on  such  a  service. 

The  moment  Captain  Keats  returns,  I  shall  write  to  your 
Lordship  the  result  of  his  mission ;  and  I  am,  &c.. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  SPIRIDION  FORESTI,  ESQ.,  CORFU. 
[From  CUrke  and  M'Artbur,  rol.  ii.  p.  305.] 

[Abont  dlst  May,  1804.] 

The  only  place  to  guard  against  a  coup  de  main  from,  was 
Toulon,  where  12,000  Troops  are  ready  for  embarkation  :  this 
I  have  taken  effectual  care  to  prevent,  by  a  perseverance  at 
sea  never  surpassed  in  the  annals  of  the  world — not  a  Ship  in 
this  Fleet  has  been  into  any  Port  to  refit  since  the  War,  and 
to  this  moment  I  never  have  had  my  foot  out  of  the  Ship.'  I 
am,  &c..  Nelson  and  Bronte. 

TO ,  MANAGER  OF  THE  ESTATE  OF  BRONTF^ 

[From  Clarke  and  M'ArtUur,  vol.  ii.  p.  dOC] 

[About  May,  1804.] 

lam  80  little  versed  in  business,  that  I  hardly  know  how  to 
^wer  your  letter.     Ungrateful  as  the  Brontese  have  behaved, 

firitauiic  Mijeftty*s  subjects ;  and  the  said  Inland  shall  be  considered  in  nil  respects 
lib  tlie  other  places  subject  to  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain,  and  agreeable  to  tlie 
^'<mreQtion  made  with  his  Britannic  Majesty  by  Bracen  Rais,  Ambassador  from  his 
'^■^ness  the  Dey.  Confirmed  and  sealed  in  the  warlike  City  and  Kingdom  of 
^Ipw,  in  tlie  presence  of  Almighty  God,  the  19th  day  of  March,  1801,  and  in  the 
ywoftbe  Hegira  1'21H,  and  the  0th  day  of  the  moon  Gelip — Johx  Falcox. 

'  Clarke  and  M^Vrthur  sCate,  in  a  note  to  this  letter,  on  the  authority  of  the  Duke 
^Cltrenee,  (vol.  ii.,p.  .'J(J2,)  that  "Lord  Nelson  never  went  out  of  the  Victory  but 
'^timeii,  and  then  on  the  King's  service,  from  his  leaving  England  in  18(^^  to 
Us  reuun  in  August  1805 ;  and  none  of  these  absences  from  his  Ship  exceeded  an 
hour." 
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yet  the  Prince  • shall  never,  upon  any  consideradoD, 

their  roaster  for  an  hour.  In  Sicily,  I  suppoae,  they  Ii 
certain  forms  and  customs  as  we  have  in  England.  1 
gentry  may  forget  that  I  am  master.  I  consider  that  we  d 
on  the  strictest  honour,  our  wards  are  our  bonds.*  You  n 
assure  the  Brontese,  that  I  shall  never  consent  to  anyth: 
which  can  oppress  them.  At  this  moment  I  can  only  thi 
of  the  French  Fleet     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bbontb. 


TO  GEOhGE  MATCH  AM,  ESQ. 
[From  Clarke  uid  M'Arthur,  vol.  ii.  p.  dOG.] 

I  fear  my  friends  think,  that  I  neglect  those  I  ought  to 
attentive  to ;  but  be  assured,  my  dear  Mr.  Matcham,  tl 
whether  I  write  or  not,  my  heart  always  stands  in  the  ri( 
place  to  you,  my  dear  Sister,  and  her  family.     I  am,  &c., 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  HENRY  RICHARDSON,  H.M.  SHIP  JUNO. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  8 1st  May,  180i 

Sir, 
As  the  Enemy  at  Toulon  are  in  the  habit  of  sending  tbi 
Frigates  several  leagues  from  Cape  Sepet,  under  the  cover 
two  or  more  Ships  of  the  Line,  I  am  to  desire  that  you  v 
acquaint  the  Captain  or  Commander  of  any  of  his  Majest 
Ships  or  Vessels,  in  search  of  me,  thereof,  and  recommend  t 
greatest  caution  to  them  in  passing  that  place,  on  their  waj 
join  me,  on  my  Rendezvous  No.  102.  Should  Mr.  Ford,  \ 
Agent- Victualler,  join  the  Juno,  you  will  land  him  at  Palam 
or  as  near  the  Bay  of  Rosas  as  you  may  judge  prudent,  c( 
sistent  with  the  service  you  are  employed  on.     I  am,  &c.. 

Nelson  and  Brontr 

*  "  In  a  letter  afterwards  to  a  noble  Spaniard,  his  Lordship  said,  *  I  can  aa 
you,  Sir,  that  the  word  of  honour  of  every  Captain  of  a  Britisli  Man-of-Wa 
equal,  not  only  to  mine,  hut  to  that  of  any  person  in  Europe,  however  elevated 
rank.'  "^Chrke  an'  '1.  ii.  p.  300. 
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10  CAPTAIN  ROBERT  PETTET,  H,  M.  SLOOP*  TERMAGANT. 

[Order-BoolL] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  let  Jane,  1804. 

Yon  are  hereby  required  and  directed  to  receive  my  public 

dispatches  on  board  his  Majesty's  Sloop  Termagant,  under  your 

c(Hnmand,  and  proceed  witn  them  to  Naples  with  as  little  delay 

M  possible ;  and  on  your  arrival  there,  you  will  deliver  them  to 

hifl  Excellency  Hugh  Elliot,  E^.,  his  Majesty's  Minister  at  that 

Court,  acquainting  him  that  you  are  directed  to  wait  for  his 

aoswers,  and  such  dispatches  as  he  may  have  to  forward  to 

me  (which  I  hope  will  not  detain  you  long).     Having  received 

Mr.  Elliot's  answers  to  my  letters,  you  will  return  and  join 

me  on  Rendezvous  No.  102,  without  a  moment's  loss  of  time, 

where  you  will  find  the  Squadron,  or  orders  for  your  further 

proceediiigs. 

Nblson  and  Brontb. 
Memorandum. 

If  the  weather  permits,  you  have  my  permission  to  pass  on 

the  East  side  of  the  Island  of  Corsica,  in  your  way  to  Naples, 

in  order  to  intercept  a  French  twenty-gun  Ship,  which  I  have 

'^ived  information  is  cruizing  on  that  coast. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  his  excellency  HUGH  ELLIOT,  ESQ. 

[Aotognph,  in  the  Elliot  Papers.  '*  Friday,  Ist  June.  At  0  a.m.,  Cape  Side 
^  N.  b  W.  I  W.,  distant  5  leagues.  At  II,  a  Ship  of  the  Line  and  one  Frigate 
tf  the  Enemy's  under  sail,  near  Cape  Sepet."— Ftctory*!  Log,] 

Victory,  June  Ist,  1804. 

Mj  dear  Sir^ 
I  was  honoured  by  the  Gibraltar  with  your  Excellency's 
'fitters  of  May  6th,  and  I  have  read  with  much  interest  (now 
*od  then  with  sorrow)  their  contents.  The  politics  of  Europe 
^  probably  so  completely  turn  upon  a  Monarchical  Govern- 
nient  being  again  formed  in  France,  that  I  believe  no  one  can 
gQ688  what  the  two  Emperors  of  Russia  and  Germany  will  do. 
If  they  acknowledge  Napoleon  as  their  brother,  there  is  no 
great  honour  in  being  allied  to  their  family ;  but  I  think  in 
that  case  it  will  give  us  peace.     If  they  will  not  call  him 
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bnithtr  (Gracious  Heaven  I  thy  ways  arc  hid  from  man 
Jack  Corse  brother  ig  two  Emperora  I  then  I  sup]>ose 
)iHve  a  general  War.  Either  wny,  it  must  benefit  liolb  Engl 
and  Naples.  The  French  pfti>ers  tell  us  of  the  great  pnd)* 
bility  of  a  change  of  Ministry.'  It  is  eerlaia  they  ci 
carry  on  the  business  of  the  Nation  with  oaly  a  majority 
ibirty-seven  in  the  House  of  Commons:  and  I  rather 
in  the  House  of  Lords  ihcy  will  be  in  a  minority, 
most  likely  you  know  these  matters  sooner  than  we  do.  I 
a  line  from  Mr.  Frere  of  May  2nd.  In 
respecting  the  probability  of  a  Spanish  War,  he  eays- 
'  Not  having  my  cipher  at  hand,  I  can  only  ^y  that  I 
you  need  not  be  influenced  by  the  apprehensions  which  yfl 
mention :'  therefore,  I  should  think  that  Mr.  Frere 
hardly  wilfully  lead  me  into  a  blind  security.  He  would 
a  severe  responsibility  if  he  did. 

I  observe  what  you  say  about  888.  Vou  may  safely  relj 
that  I  never  trust  a  Coretcan  or  a  Frenchman.  I  would 
the  devil  all  the  good  ones  to  take  the  remainder, 
am  close  off  Toulon,  with  Victory,  Canopns,  Don^al,  Bel 
leislc,  and  Excellent,  in  hojws  to  tempt  Mr.  La  Tonche  cm 
of  Port.  Sir  Richard  Bickerton  I  have  sent  to  anolhi 
station.  The  French  have  eight  Sail  of  llic  Line  in  tl 
Outer  Road,  and  six  Frigates,  and  two  or  three  of  the  Line  1 
the  Inner  Road.  I  must  try  and  finish  ray  career  before 
winter;  for  I  hare  notan  idea  of  being  able  to  encounter  sucll 
another  as  the  last.  You  may  be  assured  his  Sanlinian 
Majesty  shall  want  no  support  in  my  power  to  give  hint. 
The  answer  fif  Russia  is  unworthy  a  great  Emperor  to  a  littl* 
King,  whom  he  pretends  to  protect;  hut  such  things  are.  [Be- 
lieve] at  least,  that  I  am,  with  the  truest  respect  and  esteem, 
your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  faithful  Servant, 

NEI.SOM  AND  BttONTB. 

■  A  cbuinc  at  Ailminiilimliau  \aii  laken  plsvc  on  Hie  I'illi  of  Mii>,  itbtn  Mt. 
Pitt  ■acDFadod  Mr.  Adilinglan  ■«  Prime  Uiaittcri  Kul  I'ltBduu  bci^uH  SemwiMrj 
ofSwiplbrDta  Wht  DppAmneut;  and  tW  m-w  Boird  at  Ailnuraltjr  mraiiMcd  of 
ViKCamil  Melvill*  (Finl  Lord)  i  &u  Pliilip  Slvpben*,  Bin.; 
Ounlrisr:  Cuplsiu  Rjr  Unrry  Biirrord  Neulf,  Urul.l  AJuiirBl  Sir  Jnliii  ro1])aT>,K.B.^ 
Vice  AdniiiK]  I'liitip  fmlton:  aiul  Willwm  Dlokonson,  Esq.  Of  llipw  MtmWni. 
Sir  Piaiip  8ii>]ilieiu  itnd  Sir  iltrrj  BnrnirJ  NubIc  liwl  beloiiged  lo  Hie  iimirdiNg, 
£o«nl:  uid  tlulbriMrliid  bcniK  Lord  of  ttwAdnirallf  since  Msr. 
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TO  Ills  EXCELLENCY  HUGH  ELLIOT,  ESQ. 
[Autograph,  in  the  Elliot  Papera.] 
My  dear  Sir,  Victory,  June  Ist,  l8iU. 

,  I  have  taken  your  son  William*  out  of  the  Gibraltar,  and 
Captun  Parker  of  the  Amazon  has  been  so  good  as  to  take 
him  in  that  Ship,  when  she  next  joins.  The  Gibraltar  is  too 
lai|e  for  him.  I  am  sure  he  will  make  a  Seaman :  his  bent 
bys  that  way,  and  his  real  good  sense  is  rarely  met  with  in 
Qj  age  of  life.  Captain  Ryves  sailed  yesterday  for  Gibraltar 
—I  am  sure,  fully  impressed  with  the  kindness  of  their 
Majesties,  your  Excellency,  and  Sir  John  Acton  towards 
bim.  With  respect  to  the  conduct  of  the  Gibraltar,  I  trust 
erery  English  Ship  of  War  will  conduct  herself  equally  well. 
I  wonder  that  General  Acton  should  for  one  moment  believe 
the  professions  of  General  St.  Cyr,  more  especially  coming 
through  the  mouth  of  Michcroux,  who  I  know  of  old.  Did 
the  French  ever  appear  friendly,  but  for  the  purpose  of  more 
Kadily  destroying  those  whom  they  can  cajole  f  This  word  is 
English,  although  it  writes  very  bad.  I  have  more  fears  for 
Naples  and  Sicily  than  Malta. 

I  have  not  mentioned  any  time  in  Captain  Pettet's  orders, 
but  I  rely  that  your  Excellency  will  not  keep  him  many  days, 
lam  so  distressed  for  Small  Craft,  that  I  do  not  know  which 
way  to  turn  to  send  a  letter.  I  am  ever,  my  dear  Sir,  your 
nmch  obliged  friend.  Nelson  and  Bkonte. 

When  your  Excellency  sees  the  Prince  Trebbia,  pray  tell 
him  that  I  thank  him  for  his  polite  letter,  and  that  I  would 
h«?e  wrote  to  him,  but  that  my  Italian  writer  (DoctoY  Scott) 
*  gone  to  Spain.  I  beg  my  respectful  compliments  to  Mrs. 
Elliot 

TO  LADY  HAMILTON. 
[From  **  Lord  Nelson's  Ij«»tters  to  Ltuly  Hamilton,"  vol.  ii.  p.  48.] 

Victory,  June  Oth,  1804. 

Since  I  wrote  you,  my  dearest  Emma,  on  the  30th  and  3 1st 
^y>  nothing  new  has  happened ;   except  our  hearing  the 

Mr.  WUliaro  Elliot,  so  frequently  mentioned,  oLtnined  tbe  rank  of  T.ieutrnant, 
■^iWjomig. 
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feu-de-joie  at  Toulon,  for  the  declaradon  of  Emperor/  What 
a  capricious  Nation  those  French  must  be  I  However,  I 
think,  it  must,  in  any  way,  be  advantageous  to  England. 
There  ends,  for  a  century,  all  Republics !  By  Vessels  ftm 
Marseilles,  the  French  think  it  will  be  a  Peace ;  and  they  saj, 
that  several  of  their  Merchant-Ships  are  fitting  out  I  earnestly 
pray,  that  it  may  be  so ;  and,  that  we  may  have  a  few  jem 
of  rest  I  rather  believe  my  antagonist  at  Toulon  begins  to 
be  angry  with  me :  at  least,  I  am  trying  to  make  him  so;  and 
then,  he  may  come  out,  and  beat  me,  as  he  says  he  did,  off 
Boulogne.  He  is  the  Admiral  that  went  to  Naples  in  December 
1792  [1793],  LaTouche  TrevUle,  who  landed  the  Grenadier' 
I  owe  him  something  for  that 

I  am  better,  my  dear  Emma,  than  I  have  been,  and  shall  get 
through  the  summer  very  well ;  and  I  have  the  pleasure  to  teD 
you,  that  Charles  is  very  much  recovered.     There  is  no  more 
the  matter  with  his  intellects  than  with  mine !     Quite  the 
contrary ;  he  is  very  quick.     Mr.  Scott,  who  has  overlooked 
all  his  things,  says  his  clothes,  &c.  are  in  the  highest  order  be 
has  ever  seen.     I  shall  place  him  in  the  Niger,  with  Captain 
Uillyar,  when  he  joins ;  but,  all  our  Ships  are  so  full,  that  it  ifl 
very  difficult  to  get  a  berth  for  one  in  any  Ship.     Would  yott 
conceive  it  possible !  but,  it  is  now  from  April  2nd,  ^ce  I 
have  heard  direct  from  Ball.     The  average  time  for  a  Frigate 
to  go  and  return,  is  from  six  to  seven  weeks.     From  you,  I 
had  letters,  April  5th,  and  the  papers  to  April  8th,  receiTed 
May  10th,  with  a  Convoy.     This  goes  through  friend  Gaynet 
Sir  William  Bolton  joined  last  night ;  and  received  his  letteiHi 
announcing  his  being  called  papa.     He  is  got  a  very  fine 
young  man  and  good  Officer.     Lord  St  Vincent  has  deeued 
he  may  have  the  first  Admiralty  vacancy  for  Post ;  but  nobodj 
will  die  or  go  home.     Apropos  !  I  believe,  you  should  buy  • 
piece  of  plate,  value  fifty  pounds,  for  our  god-daughter  d 
Lady  Bolton  ;  and  something  of  twenty  or  thirty  poundi? 
value,  for  Colonel  Suckling's 

•  Sunday,  3rd  June,  7  p.m.  "  The  Ships  in  Toulon  fired  a  salute.**— Fidory*! 
Log. 

^  **  The  last  nsit  the  King  of  Naples  had,  was  from  a  French  Grenadier  beloaf* 
ing  to  Monsr.  Truguet's  Fleet,  threatening  him  vith  War  if  he  did  not,  trithil 
an  liour,  disavow  his  remonstrances  against  the  reception  of  Monsieur  SemoBiflk 
at  Constantinople  "   *'"^-  Nelson's  Letter,  7th— llih  September,  1798,  toL  L  p.Sdl' 
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D  CAPTAIN  ROBERT  CORBET,  II.  M.  SLOOP  BITTERN*. 

fUU*r-Buok." 

Viclory,  otr  Toiilou,  7Hj  Juii».  |Hm. 

n  Sohomberg  of  his  Majesty's  Slup  Madras  has  trans- 
e  your  Icttei*  of  the  third  ultimo,  giving  an  account 
t  having  captured  the  Hirondelle  Frencli  Privateer,  and 
the  two  English  Merchantmen  named  in  the 
I*  her  piiies ;  I  therefore  beg  to  assure  you,  that  your 
rt  and  perseverance  in  the  capture  of  the  said  Privateer, 
per  Prizes,  merit  my  entire  approbation,  and  I  must 
t  ih*t  you  will  be  pleased  to  receive,  and  to  express  my 
■  to  ihe  Officers  and  Company  of  the  Bittern,  for  their 
certioDs'  on  the  occasion.     I  am,  &c., 

Nelson  aN'd  Bronte. 


TO  SIB  ALE.\.^rJDKR  JOHN  BALL,  BART„  MALTA. 


'  Jrifognpli.  ill  ibf  poMtExi 


ll  BaU,  Burl.] 


My  dear  Ball, 
I  ii;ive  been  so  unwell  for  this  last  fortnight,  although  nut 
,  ihiit  I  cannot  do  more  than  run  over  hastily  an  answer  to 
letter,  and  write  a  line  to  General  Villeltes,  for  I  am  likc- 
:nisious  to  get  the  Thisbe  to  Malta,  as  I  hope  the  Agin- 
I  is  by  this  time  arrived  to  take  the  Convoy  to  England.  I 
■M  nut  think  them  safe  if  ihey  have  proceeded  in  any  num- 
inlh  the  Maidstone,  who  Captain  Baynlun  ordered  to 
;i  wiili  our  Convoy,  and  lo  bring  down  another;  but  ihe 
iu'c»  (U-c  very  different  at  this  season  when  the  Westerly 
i- so  constantly  prevail.  The  going  oniu  the  routine  ofa 
>n,  if  interrupted,  is  hke  stopping  a  watch — the  whole 
liKic  gets  wrong.  If  the  Maidstone  takes  the  Convoy, 
■vhen  Agincouri  arrives,  there  Ja  none  for  her  or  Thisbe, 

•  ]-'iia  Coibtl't  liiMr  U  in  [b«  "  Loiidon  GewtlF."  at  Angtal  IHII4. 
'  niiu-,  L'iiilt«riiie. 

'.'  <.*iT«  oT  ttw  Biueru  "  writ  u  lite  Sveeiis  for  ibiTly.itli  hour*  wIlLoiit  <n' 
'  ijo,  inm  (o  IB**]*,  in  iilili>b  Uma  Ihey  nrepi  (be  8bip  DO  mile*,  irithoui  an 
-,t..|.— fiif(n(ji  CVrSrtV  Lrtl'r. 

F.  2 
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it  puzzles  me  to  know  what  orders  to  give  them.  If  they  chice 
the  Convoy  to  Gibraltar,  the  Maidstone  may  have  gone  oo 
with  them  to  England,  and  in  that  case,  two  Ships,  unless  I 
begin  to  give  a  new  arrangement,  will  either  go  home  without 
(yonvoy,  or  they  must  return  in  contradiction  to  the  Ad- 
miralty's orders  to  send  them  home  ;  I  am  sure  you  see  it  in 
its  true  point  of  view.  I  am  thankful  you  did  not  allow  that 
General  to  come  to  me — I  would  not  have  seen  him;  I  an* 
swered  his  letter  to  Smyrna,  and  wrote  Mr.  Werry  thit 
everything  he  had  to  propose  he  might  send  to  England,  or  to 
some  of  Her  Ministers,  for  that  I  neither  could  or  would  hive 
anything  to  do  with  him  or  his  plans.  Mn  Elliot  wanted  to 
send  me  a  good  Frenchman,  that  I  might  land  and  take  on 
board  occasionally.  My  answer  was.  No!  I  knew  the  force  it 
Toulon,  and  that  nothing  would  be  of  any  use  to  me  but  i 
copy  of  the  French  AdmiraPs  sailing  orders.' 

The  dispatches  taken  in  the  Swift,  Captain  Keats  will  tell 
you,  related  only  to  'Algiers,  and  thank  God,  there  was  none 
of  any  consequence !  The  loss  of  the  King  George  Packet' I 
am  sincerely  concerned  at,  and  I  would  give  you  at  least  two 
more  Sloops  if  I  had  them,  but  in  the  event  of  having  di^* 
patches  to  send  to  either  you,  Naples,  or  Gibraltar,  I  hate 
only  the  two  brigs  Cameleon  and  Childers.  I  send  yoa 
some  intercepted  paj^ers  from  Egypt ;  I  cannot  make  out  the 
ciphers ;  they  were  hid  in  a  Ragusa  Vessel  from  Alexaodriii 
except  what  may  be  in  cipher  they  do  not  appear  of  muck 
consequence  ;  when  read,  pray  take  a  copy  of  them,  and  en* 
close  the  originals  to  Lord  Hobart,  and  let  me  know  the  ciphtf 
if  you  can  make  it  out  I  send  you  our  last  Paris  papavS 
in  addition  to  their  contents,  the^  French  Fleet  in  ToukiO 
fired  SLfeu-de-joiey  dressed  Ship,  &c.  on  the  3rd,  for  his  taking 
upon  himself  the  title  of  Emperor.  At  Marseilles  they  talk 
of  Peace,  and  you  will  see  the  probability  of  a  change  fl^ 
Administration.  I  have  nothing  from  Madrid  later  than 
May  2nd,  all  was  then  quiet,  and  I  do  not  believe  that  the 
reports  of  Mr.  Frerc  being  on  the  eve,  in  April,  of  leaving 
Madrid,  had  any  foundation  beyond  the  fancy  of  the  Neapo* 

2  Vide  vol.  V.  p.  2:W. 

»  The  King  George,  Malta  Government  Brig,  was  captured  on  the  27th  of  Aptfl 
IROA,  bv  L'Hiroi"^  *^  Privateer,  of  Cape  Passoro. 


»■] 
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nmislcr  at  Madrid.     The  Victory  in  Juno,  1603,  cap- 

d  a  French  Tarlan ;  and,  to  avoid  being  pnt  into  qiiaran- 

line,  be  sunk  hcv,  and,   as  the  Captain  conceived,   French 

|irojXTty  lo  the  amount  of  several  thousand  pounds;  it  was  so 

iraW  disinterested  a  measure  that  it  met  mj'  most  sincere 

approbation.     My  head  is  so  bad  that  I  must  finish.     I  have 

"rule  to  Mr.  Elliot  and  General  Acton  my  surprise  that  they 

"uIJ  believe  any  declaration  made  by   General   St.   Cjr, 

»:iiiillyaverbalone,passing  through  the  mouih  of  Micheroux, 

■  ■'  is,  in  my  opinion,  ahcays  in  the  French  Bervicc.     Acton 

'  lindfl  I  am  right ;  be  is  probably  out  of  the  Ministry  by 

lime.     Gallo  wants  to  be  in  his  place.     I  am  ever,  my 

■■irlSall,  &c., 

Nblson  and  Bronte. 


Tu  .yAJOR-GENERAL  VILLEITFA  MALTA. 


[Anlogi^li,  in  ilip  rno-^eKtion  ol 


son,  E.,.] 


My  dear  General, 
liincerely  hojie  that  the  Convoy  brought  up  by  the  Maid- 
Hflne  has  relieved  yoiu"  anxiety  about  letters.  By  the  papers  I 
li»ve  sent  Ball,  you  will  not  be  surprised  nt  a  change  of 
Ministry  ;  it's  reported  to  Ijc  a  coalition  between  the 
Priuce  of  Wales  and  Mr.  Pill.  The  names  seem  lo  mark 
il«8  such  to  the  exclusion  of  the  Grenvilles:  Pitt,  Chief; 
foi,  Lord  Jloira,  and  Grey,  Secretaries  of  State  ;'  Lord 
-Mflville,  Admiralty ;  Erskiuc,  Attorney-General;  the  other 
plwca  filled  np  alternately.  I  rather  think  this  change,  with 
'iufinaparte  being  Emperor,  may  bring  about  a  Peace.  The 
fiiauge,  however,  from  a  llepublic,  must  be  advantageous  to 
L'ljrid;  and,  if  the /m-o  Emperors  like  Brother  Napoleon, 

>iuiot  object. 

1  .igree  with  you  about  the  fatal  security  which  the  (Cabinet 

cf  Naple:?  so  readily  falls  iulo;  General  St.  Cyv  only  meant 

lo  deceive  them,  for  within  a  few  day^  the  French  Minister 

Md  the  uiost  insulting  language.    General  Actou  is  probably 

Iffore  tbis  time.     I  am  truly  sensible  of  all  your  kindness, 

*  Lord  !(«l<iou'ii  iuTonaiitiou  wm  not  cancel. 
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my  ()car  General,  and  good  wishes :  they  are  reciprocal 
the  truest  sense  of  the  word.  I  have  been  but  very  so 
but  I  hope  to  last  the  summer,  or  at  least  till  Mr.  La  Toud 
pleases  to  come  out  of  his  nest  which,  if  it  is  as  hot  as  it : 
outside,  must  be  very  warm ;  but,  perhaps,  be  fancies  1 
should  find  it  hotter  outside.  But  out  he  must  come,  son 
day  or  otbcr,  and,  as  he  says,  he  beat  mc  at  Boulogne,  it  i 
I  think,  luy  turn  now  ;  and,  thai  it  shall  be  so,  nothing^ 
be  wanting  on  the  part  of,  my  dear  friend,  your  tnoi 
obliged, 

NSLSOH  AND  BBCalT^ 


10  SIR  ALEXANDER  JOIIX  BALL.  liAHT.,  JIALTA. 

;AiHognir!i.  'u  l-lie  iHMSEssioii  of  Sir  Williniu  KeiOi  Ball,  Bun,] 

Viclorr.  Juue^lh.  IbOi. 
My  dear  Ball. 
I  do  most  earnestly  desire  that  you  will  not  feil  sayin 
anythiug  to  me  that  you  please,  I  can  never  take  it 
but,  as  you  sec,  the  jumble  which  will  be  about  Maidston 
and  Agincourt,  upsets  my  arrangements.  Do  not  think  I 
tired  of  watching  Mr.  La  Touche  Treville.  I  hare  nc 
taken  up  a  metliod  of  making  him  angry.  I  have  left, 
Richard  Bickerton,  with  part  of  the  Fleet,  twenty  lesgnl 
from  hence,  and,  with  five  of  the  Line,  am  preventing  " 
cutting  capers,  which  he  had  done  fur  some  time  past. 
Cape  Sicie.  Mr.  La  Touche  has  several  times  hoisted 
topsail-yards  up;  and  on  the  4th  of  June,  we  having hoisle 
the  Standard  and  saluled,'  he  sent  outside  Scpet,  about 
mile,  five  Sail  of  the  Line  and  two  Frigates,  and  kept  thro 
Sail  and  three  Frigates  with  their  yards  aloft,  hirnself  one  i 
them,  and  the  ^ffrur- Admiral  another,  therefore  I  did  m 
believe  him  in  earnest ;  however,  ive  run  as  near  as  was  pw 
per,  and  brought  to.  They  formed  a  pretty  line  at  sunse 
and  then  stood  into  the  Harbour.  A  Ship  of  the  Line  an 
Frigate  every  morning  weigh,  and  stand  betweou  Sepet 
La  Malgue.  Some  happy  day  I  expect  to  see  his  eight  Sai 
which  are  iu  the  Outer  Road,  come  out ;  and  if  he  will 


let  of  Porquerolle,  I  will  try  what  stuff  he  is  made  of; 
;  you  see,  my  dear  Ball,  I  have  no  occiision  to  be 
I  the  coDtrary,  I  am  full  of  hopes,  aud  cummaud  a 
Bt  which  never  gives  me  an  uneasy  moment. 

[A  pug*  of  lli«  l*ll*r  ie  luiaaing,] 

If  by  the  Nimble  the  Agincourt  is  gone  with  the  Convoy, 
without  waiting  fur  Tbisbe,  I  have  directed  her  to  remain 
nDder  Captain  Schomberg's  orders.  From  the  accounts  I 
hnt:  heard,  I  am  sorry  to  have  mcutioued  the  names  of  Mr. 
ud  Mra.  L.  :*  send  them  to  TripoU. 


0  CAPTAIN  CHARLES  MAHSH  SCHOMBERC,  II.BI.  SHU*  ^UDRAS. 


Viclory,  off  Toolan,  7tb  June,  1804. 

Sir, 
In  the  event  of  the  Agincourt'a  having  sailed  from  Malta, 
»iti  the  Trade  for  England,  previous  to  the  arrival  of  the 
uiibe,  and  you  should  judge  that  the  Convoy  is  too  far  on 
It)  passage  for  the  Thisbe  to  overtake,  I  am  to  desire  that  you 
"ill  detain  Captain  Shepheard  at  Malta,  for  the  purpose  of 
"Wmpanying  the  next  Convoy  from  the  Adriatic  and  Archi- 
pelifio,  employing  the  Thisbe  in  such  manner  as  you  shall 
'iije  best  for  the  service  of  the  Island,  and  collecting  the 
i iide  until  I  shall  think  proper  to  appoint  a  Convoy  to  pro- 
aii]  to  Euglaod.  Captain  Shepheard  lias  received  my  orders 
inihe  event  of  the  Agincourt'a  having  proceeded  from  Malta, 
loput  himself  under  your  command.     I  am,  &c., 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

N  B. — You  will  render  every  assistance  in  your  power  to 
^<  tlie  Uirondelle  for  actual  service,  and  lend  her  men  to  assist 
ill  iiavigittiog  her. 

'  Mr.  >wl  Mrs.  LoJigTunl. 
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TO  THE  RKSPECTIVE  OFFICERS  OF  HIS  MAJESTY'S  YARD  AT 

MALTA. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory,  off  TouIod,  7tb  June,  18(M. 

Gentlemen, 

Captain  Schombeig  of  his  Majesty^s  Ship  Madrasj  having 
transmitted  to  me  the  valuation  of  the  French  Cutter  L'Hiron- 
delle  captiurd  by  his  Majesty's  Ship  Bittern,  by  which  it  19- 
I>ear8  that  she  is  in  good  condition  ;  and  if  you  consider  her 
in  every  res{)cct  fit  for  his  Majesty's  service,  I  am  to  desire 
you  will  mention  it  to  Sir  Alexander  Ball,  and  submit  to  him 
(as  she  is  intended  for  the  service  of  Malta)  the  propriety  of 
her  being  made  a  Schooner,  as  a  more  handy  Vessel  for  the 
said  8er\'ice ;  and  upon  his  approbation  being  signified,  you 
will  use  every  exertion  in  completing  her  for  immediate  ser- 
vice. The  necessary  orders  for  your  proceedings  herein  shall 
be  sent  to  Malta  by  the  Transports,  together  with  answers  tc 
your  several  letters,  &c,  as  there  is  only  time  for  the  present 
to  say  they  are  received.     I  am,  &c., 

Nelson  and  Brokte. 

N.B. — Since  writing  the  above,  I  understand  that  L'Uiron- 

dellc  is  not  a  Cutter,  and  therefore  it  is  probable  she'  will 

answer  the  service  she  is  intended  for  better  in  her  present 

state.     But  you  will  act  in  this  as  Sir  Alexander  Ball  maj 

think  proper. 

N.  &  B. 

TO  CAPTAJN  RICHARD  HUSSEY  MOUBRAY,  II. M.  SHIP  ACTIVE. 

[Letter  Book.] 

VictorA-,  off  Toulon,  ^th  June,  I«m. 

Sir, 
I  herewith  transmit  you  a  letter  which  I  have  received 
from  the  Governor  of  St.  Pierres,  respecting  two  Sardiniar 
Vessels  employed  in  the  Tunny  Fishery,  which,  as  theii 
names  arc  not  mentioned,  I  cannot  comply  with  his  request : 
but  in  order  to  remove  the  evil  as  far  as  it  is  practicable,  1 
have  enclosed  two  blank  Certificates,  which  you  will  see  pro- 
perly filled  up,  with  the  Vessels'  names,  and  those  of  theii 
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Commanders,  .and  explain  to  the  Governor  the  reason  of  his 
letters  not  being  answered  in  Italian  is  owing  to  Doctor  Scott's 
being  absent     I  am,  &c«, 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  VINCENT,  H.M.  SLOOP  ARROW. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory,  off  Toulon,  Jane  8th,  I8(U. 

Sir, 
I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  11th  ult,  addressed  to 
Captain  Cracraft,  of  the  Anson,  together  with  the  defects  of 
Us  Majes^'s  Sloop  Arrow,  under  joiu:  command ;  and  I  must 
desire,  on  your  return  into  Valetta  harbour,  that  you  will  put 
ber  in  a  state  for  being  hove  down,  or  otherwise,  as  the* 
Builder  may  think  necessary,  to  repair  her  defects.  If  the 
tanks  cannot  be  repaired,  water  casks  must  be  substituted  in 
their  room.  I  have  sent  an  order  to  the  Master  Shipwright 
^  this  purpose ;  and  must  desire  that  every  exertion  which 
depends  upon  you,  to  facilitate  her  equipment,  may  be 
^,  that  the  service  of  this  Country  may  be  deprived  of  so 
fine  a  Vessel  but  for  as  short  a  time  as  possible.  I  am. 
Sir,  4c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  captain  VINCENT,  H.M.  SLOOP  ARROW. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory,  off  Toulon,  June  8th,  1804. 

Sir, 
Ihave  received  your  letter  of  the  6th  of  April  last,  acquaint- 
ing me  with  your  return  from  Smyrna  on  the  5th  of  that 
month,  with  such  Trade  as  were  ready  to  accompany  you  to 
Jtfalta;  and  that  you  were  about  to  proceed  again  to  Smyrna, 
irith  two  English  Vessels  and  Transports,  under  the  charge 
of  Lieutenant  Woodman,  which  you  mean  to  escort  into  the 
Dardanelles,  and  afterwards  bring  the  Trade  from  Smyrna  to 
Valetta  harbour.     In  answer  to  which,  I  approve  of  the  line 
of  conduct   you  mean  to  pursue  in  the  execution  of  your 
orders,  and  also  of  your  correspondence  with  his  Excellency^ 
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Mr.  Stratton,  oar  Minister  at  Constactinoplc,  relative  to  the 
conduct  of  the  Governor  of  tlie  Castle  on  the  European  dd^ 
on  entering  the  Dardanelles;  and  make  no  doubt  that  the 
Ottoman  GovemmeDt  will  sufficiently  account  for  the  conduct 
of  the  Castle's  firing  upon  the  Arrow  and  Convoy,  and 
the  necessary  reparation  to  oar  Jlinister  for  the  ineulL  'Hie 
two  letters,  &c,  from  Mr.  Thomas  M'Giil,  mentioned  in  younl 
of  the  6th  April,  have  also  been  received,  and  I  obserre, 
some  degree  of  surprise,  the  protection  afforded  the  Frciu^ 
at  Ancona,  contrary  to  the  laws  of  Neotrality.  You  bate 
done  perfectly  right  in  eirculating  the  informatjon  of  the  Pri- 
vateers and  Com  Vessels  to  all  the  Captains  on  your 
and  hope  they  may  be  intercepted.  I  have  also  to  ackaow- 
ledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  7th  April,  with  the  list 
of  Vessels  captured  and  detained,  as  therein  mentioned.  I 
am,  Sir,  &c. 

Nei30N  ash  Bronte. 


TO  WILUAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ,  ADMIRALIT. 
[Orlgiiul  In  Uit  Admirall)',  and  ••  Landau  GtiPtl«."  AnguM  ISOi.] 


Sir, 


>,  ptt  TonloD,  »\h  June,  I80L 


I  herewith  transmit  you,  for  the  information  of  the  Lords 
Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  a  copy  of  a  letter  dated  the 
3rd  ultimo,  from  Captain  Corbel,  of  his  Majesty's  Sloop  Bit- 
tern, to  Captain  Schombeig,  Senior  Officer  at  Malta,  giving 
an  account  of  his  having,  on  the  28[h  of  April  last,  captured 
the  Ircnch  Privateer  L'llirondeile,  and  recaptured  the  two 
English  Merchant  Ships  named  in  the  mat^n,'  her  prizes. 
The  conduct  of  Captain  Corbet,  the  Officers  and  Company  of 
the  Bittern,  entitles  them  to  my  warmest  thanks  for  their 
very  great  perseverance  and  exertions  in  the  capture  of  the 
above  Privateer,  which,  I  understand,  is  a  remarkably  fine 
Vessel,  and  had  greatly  annoyed  our  Trade  in  this  Country. 
1  am,  &c. 

Nelson  a«d  Bboittb. 


LETTKRS.  fiS 

TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN.  E3(J„  AD^aRA^.TV. 
'Original,  iu  itip  AdmJnltir.] 

\'i«iorj-.  off  Toulon,  tith  Junf.  1801. 

,  addidoD  to  my  lelter^  of  the  lOlb  January  and  15th 
i  lot,  and  in  further  compliance  with  their  Lordships' 
nkiD,  contained  in  Sir  Evan  Nepean's  duplicate  letter  to 
b  of  the  9lh  November  last,  respecting  the  conduct  of  Lieu- 
nt  Shaw,  of  the  Spider  Brig,'  I  herewith  transmit  you  the 
■  of  a  letter  from  Captain  Seliombei^,  of  the  Madras, 
"i  1  request  jou  will  be  pleased  to  lay  Ijefure  the  Lords 
loners  of  the  Admiralty  for  their  information,  and 
inl  their  Lordships  that  I  consider  Lieutenant  Shaw's 
tduct  on  this  occasion  very  meritorious  and  praiseworthy; 
I  I  bare  to  hope  that  their  Lordships'  approbation  of  his 
'-'mdocl  will  be  signified  to  him ;  for  while  the  Sicilian  Go- 
'  LiTinient,  and  that  of  the  Republic  of  the  Seven  Isles,  as 
Tiffdtioncd  in  my  letter  to  you  of  this  date,  hold  forth  such 
ri-titats,  and  allow  such  piratical  proceedings  by  the  Enemy's 
PrirateerE,  from  their  Ports,  in  .violation  of  the  laws  of  Neii- 
tnlity,  it  certainly  becomes  tlie  duty  of  every  British  Officer 
lu  capture  or  destroy  any  Enemy's  Vessel  that  attacks  him, 
'thctevcr  the  attack  ia  made.  Enclosed  arc  the  copies  of  a 
letter  and  note  which  I  gave  the  Captains  of  the  Anson  and 
Thabe  on  this  subject.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bhontb. 
P.S. — Enclosed  are  affidavits  from  the  Masters  of  the  Ves- 
«b  carried  into  Girgcnti  by  a  French  Privateer. 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEX,  ESQ.,  ADMIRALTY. 

rOrigiuiJ,  in  llie  Admiralty.] 

Viclor.,  off  TouloD,  eili  June,  IHOJ 

Sr, 

I  herewith  transmit  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Captain 
Shepheaid  of  his  Majesty's  Ship  Thisbe,  dated  the  let  ultimo, 
and  of  the  one  therein  mentioned  from  Lieutenant  Robert 

'  VUt  \al.  >.  p.  tlOA. 
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Mr.  StrattOD,  our  Minister  at  ConstaDtinople,  relative  to  the 
cooduct  of  the  Governor  of  the  Castle  on  the  Europeim  side) 
on  entering  the  Dardanelles ;  and  make  no  doubt  that  the 
Ottoman  Government  will  sufficiently  account  for  the  conduct 
of  the  Castle's  firing  upon  the  Arrow  and  Convoy,  and  malte 
the  necessary  reparation  to  our  Minister  for  the  insult.  The 
two  letters,  &c.  from  Mr.  Thomas  JI'GJU,  mentioned  in  yoan 
of  tlie  6th  April,  have  also  been  received,  and  I  observe,  ^th 
some  degree  of  surprise,  the  protection  afforded  the  French 
at  Ancona,  contrary  to  the  laws  of  Neutrality.  You  have 
done  perfectly  right  in  circulating  the  information  of  the  Pri- 
vateers and  Com  Vessels  to  all  the  Captains  on  your  station, 
and  hope  they  may  be  intercepted.  I  have  also  to  acltnovr- 
ledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  7th  April,  with  the  list 
of  Vessels  captured  and  detained,  as  therein  mentioned, 
am,  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  akd  Beiokte. 


TO  WILLUM  MABfiDEN.  ESQ^  ADMlllALTV. 


[Oii|iiul  in  die  Adnunai;,  mi  "  Loudou  Gu 


Sir, 


.  offTonlou,  eiU  Jun 


I  hcrewiih  transmit  you,  for  the  information  of  the  Lords 
Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  a  copy  of  a  letter  dated  the 
3rd  ultimo,  from  Captain  Corbet,  of  his  Majesty's  Sloop  Bit- 
tern,  to  Captain  Schomberg,  Senior  Officer  at  Malta,  giving 
an  account  of  hia  having,  on  the  28th  of  April  last,  captured 
the  French  Privateer  L'HirondclIc,  and  recaptured  the  two 
Enghsh  Merchant  Ships  named  in  the  margin,'  her  prizes. 
The  conduct  of  Captain  Corbet,  the  Officers  and  Company  of 
the  Bittern,  entitles  them  to  my  wannest  thanks  for  their 
very  great  perseverance  and  exertions  in  the  capture  of  the 
above  Privateer,  which,  I  understand,  is  a  remarkably  fine 
Vessel,  and  had  greatly  annoyed  our  Trade  in  this  Country, 
lam,  &c. 

Nelson  anq  Bi 

'  Mentor,  dulieriiie. 


:iT.  45.] 


»rO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ.,  ADMIRALTY. 
[Origiiul,  iu  the  AdminliT.] 
VLolorv,  off  Tuulon,  Bill  Juiic  ISW, 

Sir, 

(u  addition  to  mj  letters  of  the  lOth  January  and  15tli 

Hnrdi  last,  and  in  fiirther  compliance  with  their  Lordships' 

direction,  contMned  in  Sir  Evan  Nepean's  duplicate  letter  to 

tne  of  the  9th  November  last,  reapecting  the  conduct  of  Lieu- 

teaant  Shaw,  of  the  Spider  Brig,'  I  herewith  transmit  you  the 

copy  of  a  letter  from  Captain  Schomberg,  of  the  Madras, 

irliidi  1  request  jou  will  be  pleased  to  lay  before  the  Lords 

Cotnmis^ners  of  ibe  Admiralty  for  their  information,  and 

aciiuaint  their  Lrfjrdships  tliat  I  consider  Lieutenant  Shaw's 

conduct  on  this  occasion  verj-  meritorious  and  prinscworthy; 

anJ  I  have  to  hope  that  their  Lordships'  approbation  of  his 

eondnct  will  be  signified  lo  him  ;  for  while  the  Sicilian  Go- 

vcrament,  and  that  of  the  Republic  of  the  Seven  Isles,  as 

mentioned  in  my  letter  to  you  of  this  date,  hold  forth  such 

r  treats,  and  allow  such  piratical  proceedings  by  the  Enemy's 

'  fvateers,  from  their  Ports,  in  .violation  of  the  laws  of  Nen- 

■■My,  it  certainly  becomes  the  duty  of  every  British  Officer 

'"  capture  or  destroy  any  Enemy's  Vessel  that  attacks  him, 

"Wrever  the  attack  is  made.     Enclosed  are  the  copies  of  a 

'f«er  and  note  which  I  gave  the  Captains  of  the  Anson  and 

ITiifbe  on  thia  subject.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Brontk. 
P.S, — Enclosed  are  affidavits  from  the  Masters  of  the  Ves- 
«isearried  into  Girgenti  by  a  French  Privateer. 


TO  WILUAM  MAR8DEN,  ESQ..  ADMIRALTY. 

iOrigind.  la  tLe  Admii'iJl}'.] 

Violory,  off  Touloa,  siU  June,  IftW. 
Sir, 
I  lierewith  transmit  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Captiuit 
^"fpheard  of  his  Majes^s  Ship  Thisbe,  dated  the  1st  ultimo, 
^■d  of  the  one  therein  mentioned  from  Lieutenant  Robert 

•  VHe  vol.  *.  p.  liloa. 


^ 
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Comer  of  that  Ship,  giving  an  account  of  his  having  taken 
possession  of  La  Vcloce  Privateer,  bearing  the  colours  of  the 
Italian  Republic,  and  retaken  a  Brig,  one  of  the  Thisbe's 
Convoy,  captured  by  the  above  Privateer,  or  rather  Pinoe, 
close  in  with  a  Bay  in  Great  Cephalonia.     I  also  transmit 
you  a  copy  of  Captain  Shepheaid's  letter  to  me,  dated  at 
Corfu,  6th  May,  together  with  copies  of  the  letters  theron 
alluded  to,  and  also  a  copy  of  one  from  Spiridion  Foresti, 
Esq.,  bis  Majesty's  Minister  to  the  Seven  Islands,  on  the 
subject  of  the  said  capture,  in  consequence  of  an  Official  Note 
from  Count   Moncenigo,  the  Russian   Minister  to  the  said 
Republic,  a  copy  of  which,  with  Mr.  Foresti's  answer,  ako 
accompanies  this,  which  I  request  you  will  lay  before  the 
Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  for  their  information; 
and,  at  the  same  time,  acquaint  their  Lordships,  that  I  vei; 
fully  approve  of  every  part  of  Captain  Shepheard's  conduct 
on  the  above  occasion.    The  piratical  conduct  of  the  Enem/s 
Privateers,  which  are  allowed   to  use  the  Harbours,  Bay8» 
Creeks,  &c.,  of  the  Republic  of  the  Seven  Isles,  from  whence 
they  capture  our  Trade,  and,  when  attacked,  complain  of  * 
violation  of  the  Neutrality,  is  so  notoriously  practised,  to  th^ 
great  annoyance  and  destruction  of  our  Trade,  that  I  submi^^ 
to  their  Lordships  the  necessity  of  a  very  strong  remonstranC^ 
being  made  to  the  Government  of  the  Seven  Islands,  in  ord^^ 
to  prevent  those  Privateers  the  use  of  their  Harbours  ai>^ 
Ports,  &c.,  for  such  piratical  purposes.     I  am.  Sir,  &c., 

NET^o{f  AND  Bronte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  SCIIOJMBERG,  II. M.  SHIP  MADRAS. 

[Letter- Book.] 

Victor}-,  oir  Toulon,  8tb  June,  1h(U. 

Sir, 
I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  10th  ultimo,  inclosing 
one   from  Captain  Corbet   of  his   Majesty's  Sloop  Bittern^ 
giving  an  account  of  his  having  captured  L'Hirondelle  Frencb 
Privateer,  and  recaptured  the  two  Merchaut-vessels  named  ia 
the  margin,*  her  Prizes.   I  am  very  much  pleased  with  Captain 

*  Mentor,  Catherine. 
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Corbet's  exertions  on  this  occasion,  and  have  expressed  my 

sentiments  of  approbation  to  him,  his  Officers,  and  Company. 

And  I  have  also  to  Acknowledge  your  watchful  attention  to 

the  capture  of  the  said  Privateer,  and  am  very  much  pleased 

with  your  having  sent  the  Bittern  in  search  of  her.     Your 

letter  of  the  15th  ultimo,  with  the  valuation  of  L'Hirondelle, 

has  also  been  received ;  and  I  am  very  much  obliged  by  your 

anticipating  my  wishes^  as  it  appears  stie  will  answer  the 

service  of  Malta.     I  am,  &c.. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  SCHOMBERG,  H.  M.  SHIP  MADRAS. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory,  off  Toulon,  8tb  June,  1804. 

Sir, 
I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  7th  April  last,  together 
with  the  several  letters  and  papers  therein  referred  to,  on  the 
subject  of  Lieutenant  Shaw's  late  conduct  at  the  Port  of 
Girgenti,  and  I  am  very  fully  and  most  perfectly  satisfied  with 
yoor  proceedings  on  the  occasion,  and  have  no  hesitation  in 
believing  that  the  Admiralty  will  equally  approve  of  Lieu- 
tenant Shaw's  conduct ;  but  as  they  desire  that  it  may  be  left 
for  them  to  determine,  on  receiving  my  report,  I  cannot  take 
npqn  me  officially  to  express  my  approbation  to  Lieutenant 
Shaw.    I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

TO  CAPTAIN'  CRACRAFT,  H.  M.  SHIP  ANSON. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory,  oflf  Toulon,  8th  June,  1801. 

Sir, 
.  I  We  received  your  letter  of  the  12th  ultimo,  together 
^th  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Captain  Corbet,  Commander  of 
'^is  Majesty's  Sloop  Bittern,  requesting  a  Court-Martial  on 
^^^  five  men  named  in  the  margin,  for  having  deserted  from 
tbe  said  Sloop,  at  Messina  on  the  14th  April  last  In  answer 
tlieieto,  I  am  to  acquaint  you  that  Captain  Corbet's  original 
letter  ought  tp  have  been  sent  to  me,  and  not  a  copy,  as  a 


fl2  LETTERS. 

Court-Martial  cannot  be  ordered  upon  the  latter.  Bat  I  am  i 
inclined  to  think  that  Captain  Corbet,  from  the  said  men's 
long  confinement,  and  their  late  exertions  in  capturing  L'Hi- 
rondelle,  French  Privateer,  may  be  inclined  to  forgive  them. 
You  will,  therefore,  signify  the  purport  of  this  letter  to  Captaia' 
Corbet,  that  if  he  is  disposed  to  for^vc  them,  1  have  no 
objections,  imder  the  present  circumstances.     I  am,  &c.,  i 

Nelson  and  Bkontk,     , 


TO  THE  RIGHT  HOKOUEABLE  LORD  HOBABT. 
[AawgnfiU,  in  Ibe  Colgnial  Offiov,] 

\ia«n,  off  Toulon.  &lb  Jodc.  ISOL 

My  Lord, 
I  have  the  honour  to  transmit,  for  your  Lordship's  informa- 
tion, a  letter  from  Captain  Schomberg  of  his  Majesty's  Ship 
Madras,  together  with  a  letter  from  the  Bey  of  Tunis,  vid 
papers  therein  referred  to ;  and  beg  to  observe  to  your  Lord- 
ship, that  the  di^raceful  conduct  of  the  Privateer  in  question 
calls  loudly  for  redress,  and  may  involve  unpleasant  conse- 
quences between  our  Country  and  the  Bey  of  Tunis,  who 
very  justly  demands  redress,  and  considers  that  my  power  is 
not  only  equal  to  this  measure,  but  to  prevent  similar  conduct 
in  these  Pirates  in  future.  I  have  exceedingly  to  lament  that 
this  line  of  conduct,  so  di^raceful  to  the  character  of  (he 
British  Nation,  is  practised  by  the  Gibraltar  Privateers  in 
these  seas  every  day,  as  complaints  arc  constantly  laid  before 
mc  from  the  Government  of  Sardinia  of  their  nefarious  conduct, 
which  I  have  transmitted  to  the  Governor  of  Gibraltar  for  his 
interference,  as  Naval  Commanders  have  no  authority  what- 
ever over  those  Pirates.     1  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  I7th  ultimo,  with  the  Uet 
of  Transports  therein  mentioned,  and  must  desire,  on  the 
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Rtiim  of  the  Transports  from  Odessa,  &c.,  that  you  vill  pay 
doe  sltCDtioQ  to  loy  iDStructions  on  the  subject  of  sendbg 
them  to  England,  provided  they  are  not  wanted  for  the  imtne- 
dntcKLrvicc  of  this  Country.  With  respect  to  sending  Pri- 
noenof  War,  to  England  in  Ships  charged  with  Convoys,  or 
ID  unoccupied  Transports,  as  mentioned  in  your  said  letter,  I 
ffioft  desire  to  observe,  that  but  very  few  could  be  sent  in  the 
Slips  of  War ;  and  certainly  a  very  SDiall  number  of  deter- 
mined Prisoners,  on  board  of  any  Transport,  might  at  pleasure, 
b;  taking  advantage  of  the  night,  rise  upon  her  Company 
nnd  run  away  with  her.  It  therefore  strikes  nie  as  a  very 
iiupruper  way  of  sending  them  to  England,  and  I  do  not  feel 
jiiEtiEed  in  acquiescing  in  it  without  directions  from  the  Ad- 
oimliy  for  that  piupose.  But  should  Sir  Alexander  Ball 
wish  to  h&ve  any  of  the  Officers  scot  from  Malta  to  England, 
inibc  manner  before  mentioned,  I  have  no  objections  to  your 
ilong  BO,  m  there  cannot  be  any  consequences  apprehended 
from  two  or  three,  under  strict  watchfulness,  being  sent  in 
wj  of  the  Ships  of  War  or  Transports.  The  Senior  Officer 
"'  Malta  will  give  the  necessary  direction  for  their  being 
iiceived  and  victualled  at  two- thirds  allowance  during  their 
i««ge.    I  am,  &c.. 

Nelson  and  Bronte, 


IX)  WILLI.UI  MAR.SDEN,  ESQ.,  ADMIRALTY, 


Sr, 


.  off  Tniilon.Rlh  June,  ISM. 


'  berewith  transmit  you  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  Captun 
Philip  Lamb,  Resident  Agent  for  Transports,  &c.,  at  Malta, 
'  '^eiber  with  an  extract  of  my  letter  of  this  date,  in  answer 
'"^rpto,  which  you  will  please  to  lay  before  the  Lords  Com- 
'"**loners  of  the  Admiralty,  for  their  consideration;  and 
■'■'liwinl  their  Lordships,  that  although  the  Agent  for  Trans- 

"'^w  at  Gibraltar  is  in  the  habit  of  sending  Prisoners  of  War 
'"ni  thence  to  England,  in  the  manner  mentioned  in  the  ex- 
'~"'i  u{  Cnpta'ui  Lamb's  said  letter,  yet  I  conceive  there  is  a 
*'Jff  difference  ;  for  before  any  plan  could  be  devised  by  the 
'  ''lioncrs  lor  the  purpose  of  running  away  with  the  Transport 


^ 
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they  might  be  on  board  of,  the  Convoy  from  Gibr«ll      

the  ocean ;  but  from  Malta  to  Gibraltar  tbc  case  Is  difTeimt 
and  the  frequent  calms,  and  uncertain  changes  of  wealhet  la 
those  seas,  would  afford  an  opportunity  fur  bad  intentions. 
Their  Lordships  will,  therefore,  give  such  direetiuns  on  this 
subject  as  may  appear  to  iheui  proper.     I  am,  &c., 

Nelsojt  AMD  Bbohtb. 


TO  CAPTAIX  WILLIAM  EDWARD  CRACHAn'.  H.M,  SHIP  AXSOX, 


Sir, 


!larj,  off  Toulon,  Sill  June.  1301. 


I  have  received  your  letters  of  the  13lh,  14th,  and  15th 
ultimo,  acquainting  tne  with  your  arrival  at  Malta,  after 
having  made  a  circuit  of  the  Adriatic,  that  you  left  at  Corfu 
three  Russian  Frigates,  and  that  a  much  larger  force  was  ex- 
pected at  that  place.  I  am  sorry  to  find  that  the  Arrow  is  in 
so  defective  a  stale,  and  very  much  surprised  that  a  vessel  of 
her  description  cannot  be  repaired  at  Malta;  surely  the  Master 
Shipwright  cannot  have  weighed  his  report  maturely.  I  shall: 
however,  send  him  an  order  to  take  her  into  hand,  and  repair 
her  dofecls.  I  hope  the  Anson's  being  docked  at  Constantinople, 
as  communicated  in  your  said  letter,  will  not  be  attended  with 
any  heavy  expense.  The  arrangement  you  have  made  with 
the  Sloops  named  in  the  margin'  will,  I  trust,  sufficiently  pro- 
tect our  Trade  from  the  Enemy's  Privateers,  and  prevent  them 
from  making  any  movement  with  Troops  till  your  return, 
Your  letter  of  the  15ih  ultimo,  enclosing  a  lisl  of  three 
Vessels  detained  by  the  Jalotise,  has  also  been  received, 
with  the  State  and  Condition  of  that  Sloop.     I  am,  &c, 

^  Nelson  and  Bronte. 

'  Ann*.  Biiieni.  Horginjii,  Jilaase. 


ID  NATITANIEL  TAYLOR,  ESQ.,  NAVAL  OFFfCEK.  MALTA. 


Vimnr,  off  Tonlou.btli  June,  IHOt. 

Sir, 
Ihave  received  your  letter  of  the  17t]i  ultimo,  acquainting 
me  Ihat  as  there  was  very  little  rope  for  sale  in  the  Island  of 
Malia,  you  liad  written  to  the  proprietor  of  the  Syracuse  manu- 
feciory,  to  know  on  what  temis  he  will  make  rope,  and  at  tlte 
«ane  time  requested  hinito  send  ten  ton  of,  from  five  tothrce- 
iach,  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Fleet,  in  order  to  judge  if  its 
qiality  will  answer.  In  answer  to  which,  I  approve  of  yonr 
hmg  ordered  the  cordage  fi-om  Syracuse ;  and  request  you  will 
famish  me  with  the  particulars  of  the  purchase,  and  the  terms 
upon  which  the  said  Proprietor  of  the  Manufactory  will  agree 
lo  supply  any  future  demand  for  rope,  which  the  exigency  of 
ihe  Service  may  render  necessary.  The  sails,  &e.  sent  on 
MMi!  liic  Narcissus  and  Thisbe,  have  been  received,  as  ac- 
tnowledged  by  the  Captain  of  the  Fleet,  and  also  Mr.  I-eard's 
«tler,  with  an  account  of  the  cordage  sent  from  Fiume.  On 
tie  subject  of  ihc  appoinlment  of  two  Foremen  to  the  Master 
Shipwright  and  Master  Attendant,  I  must  desire  to  refer  you 
to  niy  letter  of  the  7tli  October,  1803,  and  to  acquaint  you 
"W I  Hhould  deem  it  excessively  improper  to  make  any  add!- 
™i  or  alteration  whatever  in  the  establishment  of  his  Majcaty's 
iMd  at  Malta,  as  the  Navy  Board  must  be  ]>erfectly  aware  of 
''»  propriety  of  their  appointment ;  and  therefore  you  must 
'"alie  Tour  application  to  them  on  the  present,  and  on  all  future 
'"■tasioLis.     I  am,  &C., 

Nelson  and  Brontr. 


TO  SIR  JOHN  ACTON,  BART„  NAPLES." 
[From  Clu-ke  uid  U'Anlinr,  vol.  ii.  p.  finn.] 

[AhoiilJiiiie  fidi.  1«fM.] 

The  following  observations  naturally  arise  from  looking  i 
tiiropc  at  tbia  moment.     The  restoration  of  a  Monarchy 

'  Tbimgl,  nc>l  menlioijid  in  Mr.  EllioCn  coneHpondeuce  witli  Lonl  Nelnon,  tlie 
'    ""inglrticr  (Km  llie  QuMn  dT  Nsjilca  i.appurentl)')  lo  Sir  J  alio  Actnii,  wauld 
'  "■  lUl  ■  nfcn  proToiled  lU  N*ple«,  lawiuda  Uie  end  of  iUj  ISCU,  tlial  Nelson 
VOU  VI.  p 


m 


France,  altliough  it  may  be  of  disadvamage  to  the 
must  be  beneficial  to  Europe — the  reign  of  Republics  is  OTffl 
for  a  century;  and  in  particular,  both  Great  Britain  and 
Naples  must  feel  the  immediate  consequence.  If  the  two 
Emperors  of  Russia  and  Germany,  do  not  acknowledge 
Ruonaparte  as  Emperor,  then,  if  there  be  a  grain  of  spirit  left 
in  them,  they  will  go  to  war ;  and  if  it  be  prosecuted  with 
vigour  in  Italy,  I  think  that  all  the  Italian  Republic  aod 
Piedmont  may  be  restored.  We  have  both,  roy  dear  Sir, 
lived  long  enough  in  the  world  to  know,  that  Nations  ore  lile 
individuals^ make  it  their  interest  to  do  what  is  right,  and 
they  will  do  it ;  with  very  few  exceptions  of  any  man,  or 
Nation,  being  so  devoid  of  principle  as  to  act  the  part  of  a 
villain  without  an  interest.  Therefore,  if  the  Italian  Republic 
were  to  be  changed,  and  submit  to  a  Monarch,  I  am  sure,  tf 
the  Emperor  of  Germany,  with  a  large  Army,  promises  bia 
former  Subjects  more  privileges  tban  they  have  enjoyed  under 
Buonaparte,  and  also  a  quietus  for  their  purchases  of  land, 
&c,  they  would  return  to  their  obedience,  and  probably  beh&ve 
better  than  ever. 

I  feel  much  obliged  for  all  the  particulars  you  have  given 
me,  of  the  honourable  reasons  that  induced  you  to  retire  to 
Palermo.  I  well  know,  that  upon  every  occasion  you  sacrifice 
your  own  feelings,  for  the  benefit  of  our  dear  good  Sovereigns; 
and  that  same  feeling  induces  you  not  to  desert  them  at  this 
critical  moment.  I  beg  that  your  Excellency  will  aay,  that  I 
have  received  the  honour  of  their  Majesties'  letters;  and 
although  in  doing  my  very  utmost  I  only  perform  my  duty,  yet 
that  it  shall  be  done  with  cheerfuluess,  and  to  the  full  extent 
of  my  abilities:  the  more  their  Majesties  may  want  my  exer- 
tions to  serve  them,  tlie  more  they  shall  be  given,  to  the  last 
drop  of  my  blood.     I  have  ou!y  to  be  told  their  wants  and 

liiul  bpen  killed  m  til  ArlioD  with  llie  French  Fli^t:  liul  as  Uus  ]elui  «u  urigi- 
unllj  indorsed  "  STlh  Mbj.  lm\"  Ihe  Qupcu  may  Lsre  misdalwl  il,  in  itliieh  case, 
ond  mure  probabl}-,  tbc  rumour  wu  provaient  in  Uie  Inter  fsu-,  sUeii  McUoD  wu 
ill  pnnuii  of  ilio  Enem/a  Fleet ; — 

"  Je  aais  duu  ]■  plus  Tire  ingtiielade  ponr  tes  nonvellee  qni  se  i¥puid«tll,  qiM 
dins  nn  combu  noire  hems  iiiiii*eiir  n  bionhileiir  Nelson  >  pori ;  je  rouii  prie  da 
HP  Tontoir  mniiuiliBer,  lur  ees  noucrlteK,  qni  me  IJennent  duig  les  plu*  Tim 
■iMKins,  rl  crojre*  ijioi,  inun  dijfue  Cliendier,  »t«c  lea  eoii«tanU  sentimens  ijni 
rbti  nol  »onl  inr«riiM«s,  voire  bleu  aSboiiania,  Cbabi^ttb. — Le  97  Mai,  1^01." 
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nim,  aod  ss  fiir  as  I  am  able  tbcy  shall  be  complied  wilh. 
I  am  in  hopes  to  shmaG  La  Touchc  out  of  his  nest ;  aod  when 
Irelluctou  his  iusult'  to  my  Sovereigns,  al  Naples,  Id  1793, 
it  iriU  odd  vigour  to  my  attack.  My  first  object  must  ever 
be  to  keep  the  French  Fleet  in  check ;  and  if  tlicy  put  to  sea, 
to  have  tbree  enough  with  me  to  annihilate  them ;  and  that, 
flith  God's  blessing,  I  have  no  fear  of  being  able  to  perform. 
That  would  keep  the  Two  Sicilies  free  from  any  attack  from 
fit  If  the  French  Fleet  could  carry  12,000  men  into  the 
Bty  i)f  Naples,  whilst  their  Army  was  marching  by  land,  the 
canseqaences  would  be  fatal  to  ihat  Capital,  The  2000 
TroopG  are  ready  at  Malta,  and  it  was  only  on  the  7th,  that  I 
pn^ed  General  Vilettcs  to  keep  them  in  readiness ;  and  if 
fm  Excellency  were  to  think  it  proper  to  write  a  confidential 
Itttcf  to  the  General,  I  am  sure  he  would  be  much  Uattcred. 
I  am  glsd  to  find  Russia  thinks  properly,  and,  I  trust,  there 
•ill  be  no  jealousies,  but  that  both  Countries  will  try  who 
on  best  serve  and  save  the  Two  Sicilies.  Temporizing  may  be 
nttcaory  io  small  States ;  in  large  ones  it  ought  not  to  happen 
—it  is  humiliating.  Eitlicr  Peace,  or  100,000  Russians  and 
MBuny  Austrians,  in  Italy  ;  but  I  cannot  help  thinking  that 
BiMi^>artc  will  wish  for  Peace  ratlier  than  a  War  with  two 
Ui[ire«.  Again  and  agnin,  my  dear  Sir  John,  you  may  rely 
Dpoonie.     I  am  &c.,  Nelson  and  Bronte. 


rFrom  Clarke  uid  M'Artlinr,  vol.  ii.  p,  310.] 

[Al>0Hl  lOUi  June,  lew.] 

The  events  which  are  daily  happening  through  the  ambi- 
"'1  of  Buonaparte,  are  much  better  known  to  you  tlian  they 
■"1  l)C  to  mc,  who  have  now  been  at  sea  from  the  first  day 
"flhc  War,  and  never  had  my  foot  outside  the  Ship.  I  hope 
uiiMn  and  Austria  will  assist  the  good  cause,  and  Piedmont 
If  nsuxcd  to  the  King  of  Sardinia ;  but  Courts  very  seldom 
''Jw  together;  and  it  is  the  more  sincerely  lobe  regretted 
iliis  lime,  wb«D  a  common  interest  ought  to  unite  them 
■  Vi,ic  p,  SO,  miU). 
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closely — but  I  am  touching  on  a  subject  out  of  my  j 
Monsieur  La  Touche  Treville  seems  inclined  to  try  huiJ 
with  us,  and  by  my  keeping  so  great  an  infcriori^] 
to  him,  perhaps  he  may  some  day  be  tempted. 

Nbl90N  and  Bw 


TO  LADY  HAMILTON. 
[From  "  Lonl  Nclsan's  Lerier<i  to  Lftdy  IlunilUm,'  voL  u.  p 
Virtory,  Jane 
My  dearest  Emma, 

I  wrote  to  you,  on  the  6tb,  vid  Rosas :  this  goes  by 
lona ;  to  which  place  I  am  sending  Sir  William  Boll 
fetch  Dr.  Scott,  who  is  gone  there,  poor  fellow,  for  the  benefit' 
of  his  health,  I  have  jtisl  had  very  melancholy  letters  from 
the  King  and  Queen  of  Naples,  on  account  of  General  Acton's 
going  to  Sicily.  The  insolence  of  Buonaparte  was  not  to  be 
parried  without  a  War ;  for  which  they  are  unable,  if  nn- 
assistcd.  I  have  letters  Irom  Acton,  May  28,  on  board  the 
Archimedes,  just  going  into  Palermo.  He  will  probably 
return  to  Naples,  unless  new  events  arise :  and  that  may  be ; 
for  a  Minister,  once  out,  may  find  some  ditficulty  in  renewing 
his  post.     He  has  acted  with  great  and  becoming  spirit. 

I  am  better,  but  I  have  been  very  unwell.  It  blows,  here, 
as  much  as  ever.  Yesterday,  was  a  little  hurricane  of  wind.  I 
dare  say.  Prince  Castelcicala  knows  it  by  express;  if  not,  you 
may  tell  him,  with  my  best  respects.  He,  and  every  one  else, 
may  be  sure  of  my  attachment  to  those  good  Sovereigns. 
By  this  route,  I  do  not  choose  to  say  more  on  this  subject. 

With  my  kindest  regards  to  Horatia,  and  your  good  mother, 
Charlotte,  Miss  C,  and  all  our  friends,  believe  me,  &c., 

Nelson  and  Bkontb. 

I  fear  Sardinia  will  be  invaded  from  Corsica  before  you  gel 
this  letter.  1  have  not  small  Ships  to  send  there,  or  anywhere 
else ;  not  in  the  proportion  of  one  to  five.  You  may  com- 
municate this  to  Mr.  Addington,  if  you  think  that  he  does 
not  know  it ;  but,  to  no  one  else,  except  Castelcicala,  of  what 
relates  to  Naples.  I  have  very  flattering  letters  from  the  Grand 
Vizir,  in  the  name  of  the  Sultan;  and  from  Cadi r,  now  Capitan 
Pacha. 


TO  MATIIANIEL  TAVi.OH,  tSQ.,  NA\'AL  OFFlCEir,  .MALTA. 


Sir, 


[Lcllcr-Book-] 
Viclorv, 


As  it  is  csseotially  necessiiry  that  the  Captain  of  the  Meet 
iiinlcr  my  command  should  know  the  exact  remains  of  every 
lieKiiplion  of  stores  m  his  Majesty's  magazines  under  your 
charge, —  I  am  therefore  to  desire  that  you  will  tranamit  me  aa 
Kcount  of  the  remains  of  every  article  of  stores  by  the  first 
npportmiity,  and  coutiuue  to  do  So  monthly,  that  it  may  at 
lU  times  be  known  hi  case  of  exigency  what  dependence  may 
be  had  upoo  the  stores  under  your  charge.     I  am,  &c., 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  THO;(lAa  WARRINGTON.'  ESQ.,  NAPLES, 


Sir, 


rv,  offTouloii,  rjllj  June,  ISIkl. 


I  received  your  letter  of  the  2nd  instant  by  the  Maidstone, 
ii'inainling  me  that  Colonel  M'Neil,  previous  to  his  leaving 
Miilta,  transmitted  you  my  acceptance  of  his  proposals  tu 
t'liljthe  I'lect  under  my  command  with  one  hundred  oxen, 
■'  a  staled  price  and  weight ;  that  you  bad,  in  consequence, 
i'Jrchaftcd  that  number  of  cattle,  wUicli  was  ready  to  embark 
'icnevcr  I  shall  think  proper  to  send  for  them.  In  answer 
"»liich,  I  have  to  acquaint  you  that  Colonel  M'Neil  dc- 
''>L'wt  Captain  Keates  of  the  Superb,  when  that  Ship  was  at 
Naples,  in  July  last,  proposals  for  supj)lytng  bullocks,  &c.  to 
''m  S«iuadron — that  in  September  tbllowing  he  offered  to 
ipply  one  or  two  hundred  head  of  oxen  at  Naples ;  in  con- 
'jueiice  of  which  I  wrote  him  a  letter  dated  the  Ist  Novem- 
tr,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  enclosed  ;  and  at  the  same 
(le  ordered  Transports  in  readiness  to  proceed  to  Naples  for 
Siimdred  head  of  oxen,  mentioned  in  the  copy  of  my  said 
L'lcr,  which  were  kept  in  that  state  for  a  considerable  time; 
uut  iiot  lieaiing  more  of  this  busiaess,  the  Transports  were 

'  AAvnranti  Brlltsli  Caiuiil  Bt  M«siiu>. 
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■ 

sent  away,  and  I  considered  the  matter  as  entirely  gone  past, 

till  I  received  a  letter  from  Colonel  M*Neil,  dated  at  Maltej 

19th  January  last,  extract  of  which   accompanies  this,  b} 

which;  it  appears,  that  previous  to  his  leaving  Naples  ii 

November,  he  had  directed  you  to  acquaint  me  with  thu 

earliest  time  the  bullocks  in  question  would  be  ready,  anc 

hoped  even  at  that  time,  (January,)  you  had  done  so :  there 

fore,  after  such  a  lapse  of  time  (notwithstanding  so  many  op 

portunities    of  communication    between    Naples    and   th 

Squadron)  I  considered  that  you  had  totally  relinquished  th 

idea ;  and  Government  having  in  the  intermediate  time  ap 

pointed  an  Agent- Victualler  to  the  Fleet,  I  have  now  nothioi 

at  all  to  do  with  purchases.     But  as  it  appears  by  your  sak 

letter  that  you  have  purchased  a  hundred  head  of  cattle  foi 

the  Squadron,  I  shall  direct  the  Kent  to  receive  sixty  of  then 

from  you  at  Salerno,  upon  the  terms  mentioned  in  Colone 

McNeil's  letter  of  the  26th  o^  July  last,  a  copy  of  which  i 

herewith  enclosed,  and  shall  order  the  Agent-Victualler  tbpa; 

you  the  jtmount  agreeably  thereto.     The  other  forty  I  shal 

order  to  be  taken  from  you,  as  soon  after  as  possible^  upon  tli( 

same  terms.     I  am,  &c.. 

Nelson  and.  Bbohte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  PULTENEY  MALCOLM,  H.  M.  SHIP  KENT. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory,  off  Toulon,  12th  Jane,  1903. 

Sir, 
I  herewith  transmit  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Wtf 
rington,  dated  the  2nd  instant,  together  with  a  copy  of  m; 
answer,  and  the  several  papers  therein  referred  to ;  and  mitf 
desire  that  previous  to  your  leaving  Naples,  you  will  give  tb 
said  Mr.  Warrington  sufficient  notice  to  bring  sixty  head  ( 
oxen  to  Salerno,  where  you  will  proceed  and  embark  then 
for  the  use  of  the  Fleet,  together  with  a  sufficient  quanUty  < 
fodder  to  last  them  during  the  passage,  directing  your  Puri 
to  draw  bills  on  the  Commissioners  for  Victualling  hb  Majesty 
Navy,  fot  the  amount,  at  thirty  days.  And  I  must  desire 
recommend  that  the  sixty  bullocks  so  piu*chased  from  W 
Warrinr  'he  weight,  and  not  exceeding  the  pric 
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itioDcd  in  the  copy  of  Culonel  M'Neil's  letter  to  Captain 

1,  dated  tbe  26tb  July  last,  by  which  you  will  particularly 

1  yourself  in  thie  tr&DsacUoD,  that  Government  may  not 

I  it  pal  to  an  unnecessary  expense  on  the  present  cxKraaion,  or 

llie  bullocks  be  inferior  in  weight  or  quantity  to  what  is  con- 

IfldeRd  an  agreement.      1  must  also  desire   that  you  will 

ait  the  whole  of  these  papers,  from  No.  1  to  o,  to  the 

r  who  I  shall  think  proper  to  send  to  Naples,  together 

li  a  copy  of  this  letter,  in  order  that  he  may  proceed  to 

,  and  brio};  with  bim  the  other  forty  bullocks  &oai 

ItWininglon,  who  is  hereby  directed  to  pay  for  them  in  the 

ic  manner,  and  to  govern  himself  t^eeably  to  the  said 

iciioos.    1  am,  &c.. 

Nelson  and  Beomtb. 


TO  THE  GRAND  VIZIR. 
tFrom  Cl«Ae  tnd  M'Artliur,  Tdl.  ii.  p.  371.3 

13lli  JuDP,  IHOi, 

I  Bomapftrte,  by  whatever  name  he  may  choose  to  call  him- 

wMjeneral,  Consul,  or  Emperor — is  the  same  man  we  have 

*l»s_Ts  known,  and  the  common  disturber  of  the  human  race ; 

lamucb  more  dangerous  to  be  his  friend  than  his  enemy. 

ffilh  the  appearance  of  friendship  he  deceives ;  to  be  on  the 

l«Ier  terms,  tbe  hand  should  be  always  on  the  sword.     May 

God  grant  his  Imperial   Majesty  health  and  length  of  days, 

•Dd  may  your  Highness  for  many,  many  years,  guide  bis 

councila  with  your  wiedom.     I  beg  of  your  Highness  to  assure 

liit  Imperial  Majesty,  that  I  am  penetrated  with  his  con- 

descen^on  ui  remembering  my  former  exertions  in  the  execu- 

tioa  of  tny  duty :  whilst  my  health  remains,  they  shall  never 

tenc     Other  Admirals  will  readily  be  found  of  probably 

more  abilities,  but  none  with  more  zeal  to  cement  the  harmony 

■I'i  perfect  good  understanding  between  our  two  good  Sove- 

'igas.     The  French  Fleet  is  quite  safe  in  Toulon,  and  for 

Lt  nunmer   they  cannot  readily  escape  without   a  Battle. 

Hix  God  pre  the  victory  to  the  just  cause.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  MB.  STODDARD,  OEXOA.* 

[PromClu-lu  and  M-ArOiiir,  ml.  ii.  p.  303.    ■'  Fridi)-,  l.iith  JuH,  l^^H'^ 
*llvntoan  of  TboTBdij.  tlie  Itth  aTJaoe.)     "At  J-3<.l,  boR  np  for  tlM  G 
or  ttie  Hiirn  Inluids ;  Ht  sludiliDg-MJU.  uul  rojul^.     At  0,  olMrrva)  tlw  £ 

Sliip*  pnniing  out  nf  Toulon:  in  Htndding-ikils  tnd  my*]!,  uid  I  .  . 

Baltle  on  tk>  MuboBTd  luk,  (he  Eunnv's  t^liips  comiiling  of  rtglil  S*i1  of  l| 
Lina  uul  fiHir  FrigRtcB.  Won  Slup.  At  7  ;1S,  luked;  in  Hi  ■ml  'ItA  r 
lopMils.  KlodenUc  and  clru.  Cape  Sicie,  bote  K.W.  b  K.,  ilixl.  T  Iragoca, 
tlie  S.E.  end  of  ParqtieroUe  bore  K.E.  b  E.  }  £.,  diiiluit  i  miln.  Freuli  krea 
in  3nl  leeft  lopsvls,  down  jib  anil  1iRniI«l  iLe  mainuil.  At  12'2(),  wort  8 
At  1-30  [i.M.  of  Fridi;,  latb],  wore  and  boTe-lo.  Al  S'V),  ont  3nl  naf  i 
sails;  let  the  fbreuil.  -l,WDr«,  and  set  tlie  mainnil  aoi  ajiaoker-  Unl  Sad  TC 
wl  top  gaUaiil  RiiU  aud  royals.  In  roTBl!i  and  «laj-!iiul9.  Cain  Side  boic  V.  ^  W. 
disl.  T  or  eiglit  leagiiei.  Tuckfd;  modfmle  and  rlrir.  Made  and  shoncBMl  an 
occasioniU;.  Out  1st  rmftapBaila.  and  firl  tUe  royal*.  Bore  np  la  llie  K  JI.K.  i 
noon,  tlie  N.W.  end  of  Porqneroll*  bore  E.  bj  N.  i  N^  dist.  11  i 


■'  Sunday,  ITlli  June.  lS(t4. 

Iwaring  N.E.  b  E.       Sit  studding-sails  aud  roya! 

sail,  and  joined  all  (he  Sqnadron — ^ni..  Royal  fiovei 

Down.  Active,  Scalione,  MaidsdoUF,  Tbnndcr,  Aclieroii.  Etna,  and  iliire  Trana- 

pon*.    Employed  gelling  on  board  bread  from  llie  Clisthani  Tnumport." — lldorg't 

Log.} 

IlitL  Jnne,  1801. 

I  am  blockading  Genoa,  &c.,  aud  am  continuing  it  in  the 
way  I  think  most  proper.  Whether  modem  law  or  ancient 
law  makes  my  mode  right,  I  cannot  judge ;  and  surelj  of  the 
mode  of  disposing  of  a  Fleet,  I  must,  if  I  am  fit  for  my  poet^ 
be  a  better  judge   than  any  landsman,  however  learned  he 

'  ClaikB  and  U'Artbur,  tiiI.  ii.  p,  JG*2,  give  fragmenli  of  two  ulLer  LeUeis  Irom 
Lord  Nelson  lo  Mr.  Slodinrd,  al  Oenoi,  one  wrilleu  in  MarcL,  ivM ;  but  ni 
in  aisigned  lo  tbe  olber; — "  In  writing,  during  lUe  monlli  nf  Marrli.  lu  Ur. 
danl,  at  tienaii,  hi*  Loidabip  Ifaua  uiswereil  sane  objectiom  that  bad  be*ii 
teapMting  ihe  Mofknde  of  lliat  Port,  and  the  wiziirc  of  Ve»eli' 
dnly.  Sir,  [0  make  lluiae  aeiiurea,  and  ibey  will  be  conliuued  iiiilil  llic  Admiialt] 
order  Ibe  conu-ary.    Wliellier  tlie  Admftatly  be  rigbl,  or  wrong,  lu  giring 

order*.  if>  not  my  bnsinens:  obi^irnre  i*  iny  duly. Elevoi  yean^ 

rieniw  lias  laugbl  me  bow  to  blockade  Genoa,  or  any  other  Port  in  Ibe  H«dilpr- 
raneau,  and  Ibe  capture  of  Ve9..ielB  breaking  the  blockade,  b,  I  believe, 
of  it.'  lu  a  lubieqiieut  teller,  Le  added  :  '  In  my  humble  opinion,  Vessels  ot  Wu 
never  ought  to  be  seen  from  Genoa;  and  if  I  knew  of  forty  Sail  intending  to  leavB 
Genoa  tor  Cadiz  or  Lisbon,  for  instance,  I  xhonld  order  a  look  ont  to  be  kepi  tori 
them  more  particularty  ia  Ibe  Out  of  Gibraltar,  Iban  nny  other  place ;  and,  trvwA 
my  knowledge  of  Genoa  and  iu  Gulf.  I  asaerl,  wilbonl  fear  of  Dautradiction,  tbalJ 


;r  Sliipii  (Tolne 
tbal  PoH,  or  their  ei 


e  the  escape  of  Vesaels  fttmi] 


J 
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Bh^  ap])ear.     It  wuuld  be  the  act  uf  a  fool  to  tell  Europe 

lulierc  I  intend  to  place  the  Ships,  for  the  purpose  of  effec- 

nully  obeying  my  orders ;  not  a  Captain  can  know  it,  and  their 

,   po<itioD3  will  vary,  according;  to  informalion  I  inuy  receive : 

therefore,  if  I  were  so  inclined,  I  can  assure  you,  upon  my 

wonit  thai  I  cannot  at  any  one  moment  tell  the  most  likely 

ipol  lo  intercept  the  commerce  of  Genoa  and  Especia.     I 

ndeavour,  hs  well  as  I  am  able,  to  obey  my  orders,  without 

I  coteriDg  iuto   the  nice  distinctions  of  lawyers.     I  will  nut 

hfcnlier  take  up  your  time  on  a  suhjeet  which,  without  being 

^Uvycr,  merely  as  a  man,  could  have  admitted  of  no  dispute. 

Nelson  and  Bbonte. 


HBTHECAFFAJN  OR  COMMANDER  OF  ANY  OF  1118  SlAJIiSTY'S 
SHIPS  OB  VESSELS  IN  THE  ADIUATIC. 


Viclory,  al  Sen,  ISili  June,  IHIU. 

Should  his  Excellency  Thomas  Jackson,  Esq.,  his  Bri- 
i^iinic  Majesty's  Minister  to  the  King  of  Sardinia,  judge  it 
"wpRsary,  from  the  PoIiticHl  circumstances  of  that  Country,  lo 
'f«e  Rome,  it  is  my  directions,  upon  this  letter  being  pro- 
'JuceJ,  that  you  immediately  receive  Mr.  Jackson,  his  suite, 
■Miii  bnggagc,  on  board  his  Majesty's  Ship  or  Vessel  under 
.'"ur  command,  and  proceed  with  them  to  "rricBtD,  Venice,  or 
"ny  other  Port  in  tlic  Adriatic  whore  his  Excellency  may 
"«ire,  and  you  shall  think  perfectly  consistent  with  the  safety 
"flii»  Majesty's  Ship  [to  go.]  Having  performed  this  service, 
joii  are  immediately  to  return  to  the  execution  of  your  former 
"'lien.    I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  abd  Bhonte. 


[IW* 


[Letter- Book.] 

Victory,  U  Stu,  IStli  Juu,  1801. 
Gentlemen, 
As  the  substitution  of  rice  for  cheese  is  not  in  genenl 
liked  by  the  Ships'  Companies,  who  do  not  take  opneartheil 
allowance  of  that  species  of  provisions,  it  may,  therefor^ 
shortly  be  expected  that  lists  of  the  savings  of  rice  as  chefse 
will  be  delivered  to  me,  by  the  respective  Captains  of  tl" 
Fleet  under  my  command,  for  payment.  I  must,  thereftr« 
desire  to  acquaint  you  therewith ;  and  that  as  it  has  been  ih 
custom  of  this  Country  to  pay  the  Ships'  Companies  tbei 
savings  of  oil  as  butter  and  cheese,  and  the  measure  appeal 
ing  to  me  so  just  and  reasonable,  that  the  savings  of  rice  l 
cheese  should  be  paid  for  as  savings  of  the  latter,  that  I  cfl 
have  no  doubt  of  its  propriety.  But  as  the  quantities  may  \ 
considerable,  it  is  my  wish  that  the  payment  of  such  savinl 
should  have  the  approbation  and  authority  of  your  Boar 
and,  therefore,  I  request  that  you  will  furnish  me  with  yoi 
regulations  on  this  subject  accordingly.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  aio)  Bbokts. 


TO  CAPTAIN  PULTENEY  MALCOLM,  ll.M.  SHIP  KENT.         I 

[AiLtngrsfli,  io  the  poHsesHion  of  Beu-Adnuritl  Sir  CbiHee  Halcalm.] 

Victory,  Jane  ISUi,  181U. 
Dear  Sir, 
I  am  much  obliged  by  your  letter  of  June  3rd,  by  tli 
Maidstone.  If  the  French  do  stop  our  supplies  from  N^la 
wc  shall  do  very  well.  I  have  always  looked  too  (ar  forwaO 
ever  to  be  really  distressed ;  but  I  dare  say  anything  may  t 
got  off  from  Naples,  with  prudent  management.  When  ya 
come  away,  which  will  be  in  about  a  month,  if  Mr,  Warrinj 
ton  has,  on  account  of  Colonel  M'Neil,  bought  100  bead  i 
cattle  for  the  Fleet,  you  will  have  to  go  to  Salerno,  to  tak 
them  on  hoard ;  and  you  will  take  care  that  all  impedimeni 
are  remo^  i  you  proceed  there.     The  price,  weigh 


tic,  u  fixed,  iin<l  will  be  sent  you  with  the  order.  I  up- 
pmje  very  much  of  Mr.  Taylor's  return  lo  Malta.  Il  never 
nan  uiy  intention  that  he  should  [go]  further  than  to  arrange 
Njaiiers,  and  that  the  articles  were  uot  to  he  paid  for,  until 
flclJTered  to  the  Kent,  or  other  King's  Ship. 
I  thank  you  for  your  letter  of  May  24th,  and  for  the  news- 
,  which  was  very  interesting.  I  am,  dear  Sir,  your 
i  and  obedient  servant. 

Nelson  and  Bkonte. 


IS  EXCELLENCY  HUGH  ELLIOT,  ESQ. 

[Autogtipli,  in  llie  Elliot  Pipcn,] 

Viawij.  June  leih,  XSOl. 
r  My  dear  Sir, 

"  B  Mudstonc  I  was  favoured  with  your  truly  interest- 
'  ii^  letters  respecting  the  removal  of  Sir  John  Acton.  The 
Ceneral  must,  1  think,  possess  more  than  ever  tbc  contidence 
of  imth  our,  and  the  Russian  Ministry,  from  the  very  circum- 
'  nice  of  his  being  so  much  hated  by  the  French.  Gallo  and 
Mi^heroux  never  can.  They  have  shown,  on  all  occasioiu, 
"u  evident  a  partiality  to  the  French,  or,  to  say  no  worse, 
iialike  to  <ib-  I  am  obliged  by  your  sending  mc  the  letter 
fr"in  Sir  John  Warren,  which  your  Excellency  did  most 
perfectly  right  in  reading.  I  beg  to  trouble  you  with  au 
uuwer,  which  the  Russian  Minister  will  forward.  I  was  in 
■wpes  to  hear  of  100,000  Russians,  and  as  many  Anstriane, 
5  into  Italy^that  would  do  everything  which  we  could 
The  changes  of  Ministry  can  make  none  in  our  con- 
B  with  Foreign  Powers ;  but  I  still  think  it  may  bring 
B  a  Peace. 

f «  arc  as  usual :  the  French  Fleet  safe  in  Toulon ;  but, 
B  the  14tli,  Monsr.  La  Touohc  came  out  with  eight  Sail 
e  Line  and  six  Frigates,  cut  a  caper  off  Sepet,  and  went 
I  was  off  with  five  Sbij)s  of  the  Line,  and  brought 
r  his  attAck,  although  1  did  not  believe  that  anything  was 
It  acriotis,  but  merely  a  gasconade.  I  wrote  to  General 
I,  by  the  Fame'  on  the  10th;  but  he  desired  me  lo  answer 

Coneiie,  wliicli  Usd  brougliL  Lord  Neisun  dispaioLt*  off  Tnuluu. 
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the  King  and  Queen's  letter  by  a  Conrette  of  my  own,  vhid 
I  bare  not  been  able  to  do  till  last  night  Doctor  Scott  is 
translating  my  letters  into  Italian  for  the  King,  and  French 
for  the  Queen. 

My  health  has  been,  latterly,  but  very  so-so,  and  I  wish  the 
French  Fleet  would  give  me  an  early  opportuniQr  of  finishing 
my  career;  for  I  do  not  believe  it  possible  for  me  to  stand  the 
hiuxl  service  of  another  winter.  I  am  ever,  with  the  highest 
respect  and  esteem,  your  Excellency's  most  obedient  servant. 

Nelson  and  Bbonte. 

Pray  keep  the  Bomb  as  short  a  time  as  possible ;  for  I  am 
distressed  enough  by  the  non-arrival  of  the  Termagant  Yoa 
will,  I  am  sure,  take  care  that  my  letters  get  to  the  ELing  and 
Queen  without  being  opened.  There  is  one  for  Acton  in  the 
King's,  as  he  desired.  William  is  very  well  on  board  the 
Amazon. 


TO  SIR  JOHN  ACTON,  BART^  NAPLES. 

[From  Clarke  and  M< Arthur,  vol.  ii.  p.  372.] 

18th  June,  18(4. 

The  great  change  of  Ministry  canuQt,  unless  it  gives  ^ 

Peace,  which  I  think  by  no  means  improbable,  make  aD? 

alterations  respecting  Russia,  and  the  assistance  which  o^^ 

Country,  is  in  duty  and  honour  bound  to  give  Naples.     ^ 

trust  that  Austria  will  also  assist  in  preventing  this  ne"^ 

Charlemagne  from  possessing  the  old  Empire.     Monsr.  1^ 

Touchc  came  out  on  the  14th.     I  was  off  the  Hieres  with  fiV* 

Ships ;  he  had  eight  of  the  Line  and  six  frigates.     In  d^^^ 

evening  he  stood  under  Sepct  again ;  and,  I  believe  I  may  ca^ 

it,  we  chased  him  into  Toulon  the  morning  of  the  15th.     1 9X^ 

satisfied  he  meant  nothing  beyond  a  gasconade ;  but  am  coi^-^ 

fident^  when  he  is  ordered  for  any  service,  that  he  will  ris^^ 

falling  in  with  us,  and  the  event  of  a  Battle,  to  try  and  accon^^ 

plish  his  orders.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte* 


"mjM.] 


0  KiTIUXIEL  TAYLOR,  ESQ.,  NAVAL  OFFICER,  MALTA. 


Sr, 


VkloiT,  u  3e«,  l^tL  Jim 


As  it  is  impossible  that  any  gencml  order  can  apply  itself 

'  U  lU  circumstances,  or  shut  the  door  of  purchases  when  they 

,  from    unforeseen   causes,  absolutely  necessary,    I  must 

4ercfore  desire  thai  you  will  regard  my  order  and  letter  of 

the  20ih    March   last,    as  meant  only  to  preclude  the  un- 

Decessary  purchase  of  stores,  and  to  prevent  any  Senior  Captain 

onving  at  Malta,  &om  giving  orders  to  purchase  stores,  either 

for  bis  own  Ship,  or  general  service,  to  which  there  would  be  no 

1     But  I  wish  it  to  be  perfectly  understood,  that  whilst  I 

■ire  the  utmost  regard  to  be  had  to  prevent  the  unnecessary 

iichase  of  stores,  his  Majesty's  Ships  or  Vessels  arriving  at 

1  ilia  in  want  of  repairs  must  not  be  delayed  on  any  account 

'  III  will,  consequently,  after  having  aci[uainlcd  the  Senior 

'  ulcer  with  the  deficiency  of  the  Stores  under  your  chai^, 

,  '"Ciirc  his  approbation  for  the  purchase  of  such  articles  as 

IV  be  absolutely  wanted  for  the  particular  service  of  the 

Miueiit,  till  the  arrival  of  Store  Ships,  which  order  I  will 

'prtjve  of,  upon  its  being  transmitted  to  me  for  that  purpose. 

1  ..m.  &c., 

Nelson  and  Bhonte. 

N.R. — If  you  will  specify  the  tiuantity  of  canvas  purchased 
fur  the  repairs  of  sails,  as  mentioned  in  your  letter  of  the 

Farch,  an  order  shall   be   transmitted  you   for    that 
St 


I  TO  NATHANIEL  TAYLOR,  ESQ.,  NAVAL  OFFICER,  MALTA. 

[LeHer-B<Nk.] 

Viclory,  01  9i 


Sir, 


1.  18lb  Juoe,  imoi. 


For  tbc  very  great  want  of  slops  for  the  different  Ships  of 
ibe  Fleet  under  my  command,  I  must  desire,  as  there  is  none 
in  the  vturcs  under  your  charge,  that  you  will  purchase  a 
nfficient  (quantity  of  Malta  cotton,  of  the  quality  and  width 
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of  the  enclosed  pattern,  to  make  five  thousand  banyan^  and 
five  thousand  pairs  of  trowsers.    The  quantity  required  to 
make  each  banyan  and  pair  of  trowaers  to  be  cut  out  at  Malti^ 
and  the  necessaiy  quantity  of  thread,  with  four  moulds  for 
each,  put  up  with  them ;  and  I  must  also  desire  that  you  will 
send  a  particular  account  of  the  price  of  each  banyan  and  pair 
of  trowsers,  including  thread,  (of  which  plenty  must  be  sent,) 
and  moulds,  to  me,  that  the  distinct  chaige  of  each  article 
may  be  entered  on  the  respectire  Ship's  Books.     It  most  be 
remembered,  that  if  the  cotton  so  purchased  is  not  agreeable 
to  the  pattern,  it  will  be  return^,  without  any  aUowanoe 
being  made  for  it    I  am,  &c 

NSLSON  AMD  BaORTIi 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ^  ADMIRALTV. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory,  at  Set,  20ch  Jose,  1804. 

Sir, 
As  there'is  doubt  that  the  late  Private  Signals,  establiabed 
for  his  Majesty's  Brigs,  Cutters,  Luggers,  &c.,  on  this  stadoD^ 
commanded  by  Lieutenants,  were  taken  in  the  Swift  Cutter» 
I  herewith  transmit  you  a  Sheet  of  Signals  altered  on  the  lOtb 
instant,  and  issued  to  the  different  Ships  under  my  commandi 
which  you  will  please  to  lay  before  the  Lords  Commissioners 
of  the  Admiralty,  in  order  that  their  Lordships  may  direct 
Lieutenants  commanding  Vessels'  of  the  above  descripticHit 
sent  to  this  Country,  to  be  furnished  with  them  previoiis  to 
their  leaving  England.    I  am,  &c. 

Neibon  and  Bbohts* 


TO  CAPTAIN  RICHARD  HUSSEY  MOUBRAY,  H.M.  SHIP  ACTIVE.' 

[Older-Book.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  20th  Jane,  ISOi 

Whereas  it  is  my  intention  to  intercept  and  cut  off  all  coiD- 
merce  between  Italy  and  the  Enemy's  Ports  at  Marseilles 

•  On  the  23rd  of  June.  Captain  Donnelly,  in  the  NarM8*nw,  wa«  ordered  to  idiew 

the  Active  on  ♦' ' ''^e ;  and  that  Ship  waa  directed  to  join  Lord  NelaoB 

diately. — 0 
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uloD,  You  RTC  hereby  required  and  directed  to  take 
frMajesty's  Ships  named  in  the  mai^ia'  onder  your  com- 
wnd,  and  proceed  with  them  immediately  to  the  Ilidres 
dind^  where  you  will  anchor,  or  cruise  between  thnt  and 
j^  TailUt,  as  yoti  may  trom  circumstances  judge  most 
ttely  to  fell  in  with  and  destroy  the  Enemy's  commerce,  or 
my  of  their  Vessels  of  War  which  may  accompany  it.  The 
itriclest  attention,  however,  must  be  pmd,  and  a  good  look- 
OBt  kept  on  all  occasions  upon  tlic  Enemy,  that  you  arc  not 
surprised  by  a  superior  force;  and  I  must  also  desire  that 
JM  endeavour  to  keep  the  Squadron,  which  I  am  about  to 
[TOcecd  with  off  Toulon,  as  much  as  possible  in  sight,  and 
endeavour  to  communicate  with  me  by  Boat,  or  otherwise 
lend  a  Brig,  once  in  forty-eight  hours,  at  least ;  and  should  the 
Enemy  come  out  in  force,  and  you  judge  that  they  intend  to 
Wn^un  an  Action,  you  will  immediately  join  me  with  the 
i^liips  under  your  command. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  HI3  EXCELLENCY  MR.  JACKSON. 

[From  CluiM  uid  &I'ArUiur,  toI.  ii.  p.  3T3.] 


^B  [Abmil  20lb  Jane,  180JO 

^^ke  been  favoured  with  your  account  of  what  had  passed 
^mi4  Vecchia,  respecting  a  Spanish  Vessel  detained  by 
^  English  Privateer.  The  conduct  of  all  Privateers  is,  as 
'"M  I  have  seen,  so  near  pu'acy,  that  I  only  wonder  any 
■utilized  Nation  can  allow  them.  The  lawful  as  well  as  un- 
Wld  commerce  qf  the  Neutral  flag  is  subject  to  every  viola- 
Qon  and  spoliation;  but  I  do  not  believe  that  any  Foreign 
Power  can  make  itself  a  judge,  whether  the  detention  be  legal 
"f  not.  The  Spanish  Consul,  if  he  thought  the  conduct  of 
the  English  Privateer  wrong  by  an  unjust  detention,  had  only 
'"  »pply  to  the  Court  of  Vice- Admiralty  at  Gibraltar  or 
«»lla.  You  know,  my  dear  Sir,  tliat  no  person  in  our 
l-oiinity  can  interfere  with  the  laws.  I  am  always  sorry 
unpleasant  circumstances  arise.  You  will  sec  hy  the 
"  papcn,  the  supposed  improper  conduct  of  the  Papal 

*  Amuou.  Mudsione,  TLnnder,  Cliilden,  CudcIiod. 
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Government  at  Ancona ;  but  I  do  not  enter  into  the  subject 
for  I  ctuinot  be  a  judge  by  oaly  hearing  one  Bide.  I  admit 
the  very  unpleasant  Bituation  of  the  Papal  Government;  for  I 
am  well  aware,  if  they  were  just  in  their  Neutrality,  lint 
Buonaparte  would  take  Rome  from  his  Holiness,  as  he  hu 
done  before :  I  have  always  directed  the  Neutrality  of  the 
Papal  State  to  be  attended  to.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  ahd  Brokte. 


DISPOSITION  OF  HIS  MAJESTY'S  SHIPS  AND  VESSEI^  ON  THE 
MF.D1TERRANEAN  STATION,  UNDER  THE  COMMAND  OF  JVE 
BIGHT  HONOliRAHLE  LORD  NELSON,  K.B.,  DL'KE  OF  BBONTB. 


Victory,  off  Toulon,  ilsl  Jonp.  ISU- 

Victory,  Royal  Sovereign,  Canopus,  Donegal,  Belleisle, 
Triumph,  Leviathan,  Renown,  Seahorse,  Active,  AmaKuD, 
Maidstone,  Chiltiers,  Cameleoo,  Thunder-Bomb — Cmizing 
with  ihe  Commander-in-Chief  off  Ton  Ion, 

Medusa,  Amphion — Cruizing  outside  the  Straits  for  the 
protection  of  our  Trade  bound  into  the  Mediterranean,  and 
the  destruction  of  the  Enemy's  Privateers  and  Cruisers,  W 
continue  on  this  service  until  further  orders,  under  Captain 
Gore. 

Halcyon,  La  Sophie — Ordered  to  cruize  between  CeutJ 
and  Cape  Spartel  for  the  protection  of  our  Trade  in  the  StraiU 
of  Gibraltar,  and  destruction  of  the  EncmyV  Privateers  and 
Cruisers — affording  I-ieu tenant-General  Sir  Thomas  Trige 
every  assistance  he  may  require  for  the  tiealth  and  comfort 
of  the  Garrison.  To  continue  on  this  service  till  rehevetli 
under  the  Senior  Officer's  orders. 

Anson,  Arrow,  Bittern,  Morgiana,  Jalouse — Cruising  fiwa 
the  mouth  of  the  Archipelago  along  the  Adriatic,  as  ^  N 
Ancona,  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  the  Adriatic  open  to  the 
Trade  of  his  Majesty's  Subjects,  and  to  prevent  the  Eoeiay 
from  sending  Troops  into  the  Morea :  to  afford  every  protec- 
tion to  our  Trade,  and  to  appoint  Convoys,  not  only  front 
Malta  up  th»    *'''iatic,  but  also  to  bring  the  Trade  fixm 
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fffiittte,  Venice,  Fiumc,  Patras,  Zantc,  &c.,  to  V'aletia  Har-  J 

t*«jur,  and  to  render  every  assistance  to  our, commerce.  I 

Juno — Cruulng  oft'  Cape  St.  Sebastian,  for  the  purpose  of  1 

'  otnmunicaltng  occasionally  with  Barcelona,  and  of  obtaining  I 

Tttlligpncc  of  the  Intentions  of  Spain:  also  to  inform  any  I 

•  t  the  Ships  ordered  to  that  Rendezvous,  where  I  may  be  found  I 

•  >  ilh  the  Squadron.  I 

Aginco^t  19ih  April.  1804 — Ordered  (o  proceed  to  Giti-  I 
r.^ltar,  in  company  with  the  Argo,  to  receive  her  lower-deck  I 
rJjuns  on  board,  and  to  escort  tb»t  Ship,  and  the    Convoy  I 
■hicb  may  be  under  her  protection,  twenty  or  twenty-five  | 
jucs  to  ihe  Westward  of  Cadiz.     After  having  bo  done,  to  I 
1  to  Gibraltar,  and  lake  sucli  Trade  as  are  bound  up  the  I 
aediterranean  to   Valetta  Harbour,  where  Captain   Briggs  I 
r  till  be  joined  Ijy  the  Tinsbe,  and  proceed  from  thence,  with  | 
I  oar  Levant  Ships,  &c.,  to  Gibraltar  and  England.  I 
Kent — 26th  April,  Ordered  to  proceed  to  Naples  for  the  I 
fpiupow  of  relieving  the  Gibraltar,  and  to  remain  there  till  1 
:iic  arrival  of  the  Renown,  in  July  next,  (to  excciUe  my  secret 
inier,  in  the  possession  of  our  Minister  at  tlint  Court,  should 
I      die  puliljcol  circumstances  of  lliat  Country  render  it  neces-  1 
mry,)  when  I  shall  order  her  to   England,  most  probably  1 
attended  by  a  Transport — her  hull  being  in  so  bad  a  state  as  J 
tiudie^  it  tmsafe  to  trust  her,  even  at  this  season  of  the  year,  I 
3.S  mentioned  in  my  letter  of  the  28th  May.  I 
Superb — 16th  5Iay,  Ordered  to  proceed  to  Malta,  for  the  I 
purpow  of  partially  repairing  her  defects— afte fit ards  to  pro- 
nire  from  Sir  Alexander  Ball,  a  person  perfectly  acquainted 
with  tlif  Lingua  Franca,  spoke  at  Algiers,  to  which  place  he  is  ] 
to  pTOOccd  with  the  utmost  dispatch,  and  endeavour  to  accom- 
plish the  object  of  his  mission  to  the  Dey.     Captain  Keale  U  j 
ilirccttd  to  take  a  Cutter,  or  Vessel  of  War,  with  him  from  ] 
MbIu,  and  to  return  her  from  Algiers  to  Valetta  Harbour,  I 
with  on  account  of  the  result  to  Sir  Alexander  Ball,  and  to  J 
loia  tnc  in  the  Superb  without  loss  of  time.  I 

Niger— 19th   May,  Ordered  to  Malta,  to  get  carronades 
■>j(n  Ihe  Madras  in  lieu  of  her  nine-pounders,  and  to  beollier- 

.'  ,*e  completed  as  a  28-gun  Frigate,  agreeably  to  the  .Ad-  I 
:  liralty  establishment.     Having  so  done,  to  join  me  without 

<  -•  of  time.  I 

rou  VL                                  a  I 
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Gibraltar — 28th  May,  Ordered  to  Gibraltar  to  repair  her 
inasts  and  rigging  only,  agreeably  to  their  Lordships'  direc- 
tions ;  but  from  the  excessive  bad  state  of  her  hull,  I  have 
directeil  Commissioner  Otway,  if  she  cannot  be  made  lo 
efficient  Ship  for  a  winter's  cruize  in  these  seas,  not  to  enter 
upon  her  repairs,  but  to  signify  the  same  officially  by  letter  to 
(Captain  U vves,  who  I  have  ordered,  in  such,  case,  to  retoni 
and  join  me  immediately,  for  the  purpose  of  proceeding  to 
Malta  as  a  Convoy  to  our  IVade  from  the  Archipelago  ml 
Ix'vant  boiuul  to  Gibraltar  and  England. 

Termagant — 1st  «Tune  1804,  Ordered  to  Naples  with  mj 
public  disi^atches  for  his  Excellency  Mr.  Elliot,  and  to  return 
and  join  me  with  his  answer  without  delay. 

Narcissus — 11th  June,  Ordered  to  the  Madalena  Islands  to 
roi>air  her  bowsprit,  and  complete  her  wood  and  water;  after- 
wards to  join  mo  with  all  dispatch. 

Exccllont — li>th  «Tunc,  Onlered  to  take  the  Chatham  Vb« 
tuallcr,  with  empty  water-casks  from  the  Fleet,  and  proceed 
to  Porto  Contc,  in  the  Island  of  Sardinia,  for  the  purpose  of 
filling  them,  and  completing  her  own  wood  and  water,  with 
the  utmost  dispatch;  and  afterwards  to  join  me  without  delay, 
bringing  as  many  live  bullocks  for  the  Fleet  as  the  Excellent 
cnn  conveniently  stow. 

Pli<rl)c — 19th  Jime,  Ordered  to  the  Bay  of  Rosas,  witk 
the  Thetis  Trans|H)rt,  for  the  above  purpose,  and  to  join  we 
immediately  after. 

Acheron  Boml) — 19th  June,  Ordered  to  Naples  with  my 
public  dispatches  for  his  Majesty's  Minister,  and  to  join  me 
immediately  after. 

^tna  Bomb — I9th  June,  Ordered  to  proceed  to  Malta, 
with  two  empty  Victuallers,  and  to  bring  a  Transport,  loaded 
with  bread,  back  to  the  Fleet. 

Madras — Prison-ship  pro  tempore  at  Malta. 
Spider  Brig,  and  Renard  Schooner — Ordered  to  protect  the 
Trade  at  Malta,  and  to  proceed  with  dispatches  to  whercfer 
Sir  Alexander  Ball  may  require. 

L'Hirondelle — Ordered  to  be  purchased  into  his  MajestjV 
Service  at  Malta,  and  to  be  considered  as  attached  to  thiC 
Island,  under  the  immediate  directions  of  Sir  Alexander  BaD^ 

as  above. 

Nelson  asd  Bboxtk 


[Fnan  CldrtB  toi  M'AfHinr,  lol.  ii.  p.  313,] 

■MiiJiinf,  isiul. 

My  dear  Lord, 

In   cme  Earl    St.  Vincent  and   Sir  Thomas  Troubridgo 

hoald  not  send  you  my  letters  to  them,  respecting  the  con- 

ihtt  of  SotdieiB  embarked  to  sen'c  in  hig  Majesty's  Ships,  I 

ihinli  ii  of  great  consequence  to  the  Naval  Service,  j'on  should 

nfurraed  of  my  Bentimcnls  upon  that  subject.     It  requires 

■  I  lie  gift  of  prescience  to  assert,  if  Soldiers  embarked  in 

''.■jf.  of  War  arc  not,  as  heretofore,  left  subject  to  the  Act  of 

P,\rliamcnt  for  the  government  of  his  Majesty's  Ships,  Vesecls, 

onii  F<ircc?i  by  Sea,  whereon,  as  oar  forefathers  said, '  the  safety, 

■ralth,  and  prosperity  of  the  Kingdom  chiefly  depend,'  that 

tiw  Navy,  which  we  have  all  heretofore  looked  up  to,  will  be 

mined.    The  absolute  power  must  remain ;  there  cannot  be 

ivu  Commnndcrs  in  one  Ship,  nor  two  acts  of  laws  to  regulate 

I  conduct  of  those  embarked  in  the  same  bottom.     I  will 

,  my  Lord,  take  up  your  time   in  debating,  whether  it 

ult!  be  better  for  the  Navy  to   be  subject  to  the  same 

■Irticles  of  War  as  the  Army ;  but  we  may  take  a  lesson  from 

'lie epitaph,  *I  was  well;  I  would  be  better,  and  here  I  am:' 

"ij  opinion  is,  '  Let  well  alone.'     I  am,  &c.. 

Nelson  and  Bbonte. 


TO  LORD  HAWKEBBURV. 

fFroiD  Clarke  tM  H'Arlhiv,  tol.  ii,  p.  37i.] 

aand.tiiDP,  iHfu. 

Uis  Majesty  was  supported  by  the  Russian  Minister,  and 

Twu  lyordstiip's  words  were  quoted  to  me  :  the  consequence 

"''1  i«  the  Iocs  of  Sardinia — either  Fnmce  or  England  must 

L  it.     The  Io33  to  us  will  be  great  indeed.     T  do  not  think 

i:  the  Fleet  can  then  be  kept  at  sea.     From  Sardinia  we 

'  <-  "BtCT  and  fresh  provisions ;  the  loss  of  it  would  cut  us  off 

'iwn  Naples  except  by  a  circuitous  route,  for  all  the  purposes 

"f  getting  refreshments,  even  were  Naples  able  to  supply  us, 

02 
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I  have  Lilhorto  watched  Sardinia ;  but  at  this  moment,  vhc 
from  the  bad  condition  of  many  of  the  Ships  under  my  con 
mand,  I  can  barely  keep  a  sufficient  force  at  sea  to  attend  t 
the  French  Fleet,  I  have  not  Ships  to  send  to  Madalena:  no 
less,  my  Lortl,  than  ten  Frigates,  and  as  many  good  Sloop 
would  enable  mc  to  do  what  I  wish,  and  what,  of  cootk 
I  think  absolutely  necessary.  But  I  am  aware  of  the  grei 
want  of  them  in  England,  and  that  other  services  must  be 
starved  to  take  care  of  home.  If  I  were  at  your  Lordship) 
elbow,  I  think  I  could  say  so  much  upon  the  subject  of  Sv- 
dinia,  that  attempts  would  be  made  to  obtain  it ;  for  this  I 
hold  as  clear,  that  the  King  of  Sardinia  cannot  keep  it,  sai, 
if  he  could,  that  it  is  of  no  use  to  liim ;  that  if  France  gets  it, 
she  commands  the  Mediterranean;  and  that  by  us  it  would  be 
kept  at  a  much  smaller  expense  than  Malta:  from  its  poBitioi, 
it  is  worth  fiftv  Maltas.  Should  the  War  continue,  the  Uod* 
adc  of  Marseilles  is  a  measure  absolutely  essential,  and  tbe 
points  ncccssury  for  us  to  occupy  are  to  be  considered,  and! 
think  I  could  satisfy  your  Lordship  of  the  probability  ol 
holding  those  positions:  nothing  could  distress  France  so 
much,  and  make  her  wish  for  Peace  with  us  at  present.    Nol 

loss  than  forty  Sail  a  week  go  into  Marseilles I  will  ntf 

trouble  your  Lordship  with  a  longer  letter  on  the  variouf 
objects  well  worthy  of  consideration  within  the  Mediterranean 
and  which  the  experience  of  eleven  years  has  made  me  tnrr 
my  thoughts  to.     I  am,  &c.. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  THE  RIGFIT  IIOXOURABLK  LORD  MELVILLE, 

[From  Clarke  and  M* Arthur,  vol.  ii.  p.  074.] 

'2'2nd  June,  1^4. 

It  is  to  redeem  the  solemn  pledge  I  have  made,  never  to 
omit,  upon  any  change  of  Adminstration,  stating  the  jusi 
claim  which  I  consider  the  Battle  of  Copenhagen  has  to  the 
reward  of  Medals,  such  as  have  been  given  for  other  grMl 
Naval  victories:  I  therefore  inclose  for  your  Lordship's  perusal 
a  statement  of  facts,  and  the  letters  which  passed  between 
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£arl  Sl  \"inceni  upon  tiial  occasion;'  and  when 
Lonlship  has  leisure  lime,  I  request  your  perusal  of 
...  I  Mtn  aware,  my  Lord,  iliat  his  Majesty  has  the 
Fundisputed  right  to  bestow  Medals,  or  to  withhold  them, 
'  Vie  pleases.  No  man  admits  it  more  fully  than  myself; 
.  my  Lord,  I  turn  back  to  the  1st  of  June  1794;  from 
-■  moment  I  have  ever  considered,  that  his  Majesty,  hy 
plication,  pronounced  these  words  to  his  Fleet,  holding 

■  ii  the  Medal — '  This,  my  Fleet,  is  the  great  reward  which 
ill  bestow  for  great  and  important  Victories  Uke  the  pre- 

:;!  "  Considering  this  as  a  solemn  pledge,  his  Majesty  gave 
i-  the  reward  for  the  Battles  of  St.  Vincent,  of  Cauipcr- 
vi),  and  the  Nile:  then  cornea  the  most  difficult  achieve- 
'  Qi,  the  hardest- fought  battle,  the  most  glorious  result  that 
>  r  graced  the  Naval  Annals  of  our  Country :  the  Medal 
withheld,  for  what  reason  Lord  St.  Vincent  best  knows. 
iiuiii  it  be  said  that  the  Danes  were  not  brave  ?  the  contrary 
1^  always  been  shown.  Was  our  force  so  superior  that  there 
L-  no  merit  in  gaming  the  Victory  ?  If  guns  made  the  supe- 
">riiy,  the  Danes  were  very  superior.  Jf  it  bo  said,  'Ay, 
'11  your  Ships  were  superior:'  to  that  1  can  answer,  that 
«■'  force  placed  by  the  Danes  fur  the  presentation  of  their 
^"mal,  their  Fleet,  and  the  City  of  Copenhagen,  was  such, 

■  "I  of  that  description  of  Vessels,  which  they  thought  incx- 
i;;nable  by  any  force  that  could  bo  brought  against  ii,  I 
'i  no  more  to  say,  but  beg  to  refer  your  Lordship  to  the 
i:ifrs  sent  herewith ;  aiul  I  hope,  in  the  name  of  those  brave 

'  uiiuanders  who  were  under  my  orders  on  the  glorious  2nd 
'  April  1801,  for  your  recommendation  to  his  Majesty,  that 
'  iisy  be  pleased  to  bestow  that  mark  of  honour  on  the 
'■■"lie  of  Copenhagen,  which  his  goodness  has  given  to  the 
''Ji'tcs  of  St.  Vincent,  the  1st  of  June,  of  Campcrdown,  aud 
■■■"  Nile.     1  am,  &c., 

Nt:LS0K  AND  Bronte." 


v-p.w;. 


[1801. 
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■|0  CAPTAIN  ROSa  DOXNELLV.  il.M.  SHIP  NARCISSUS. 

[Aiitognpli,  in  Uic  |>oui«9iiDU  of  ilia  lUc  Ailun  BrDinilaw,  Esq.  Simdajr.  U4b 
Juue,  about  Noon. — •'  TLc  Fieucli  Sbipa  in  TuuIod  firnl  ■  i^ule." — FKlorg'i 
Leg.} 

My  dear  Sir, 

I  am  glad  that  the  Narcissua  did  not  suffer  the  other  day, 
and  I  am  sure  you  will  do  all  you  can  to  annoy  the  Enemy.  1 
really  am  of  opinion  that  it  will  force  La  Touche  out,  there- 
fore, be  prepared  to  join  me.  I  send  the  Termagant  for  her 
men,  and  I  wish  you  to  send  the  Childers  with  Termagant  to 
join  me,  as  I  want  their  services.  We  have  nothing  new. 
When  we  have,  you  shall  know  it.  Ever,  my  dear  Sir,  yours 
faithfully, 

N£t.8oN  AND  Bronte. 

Compliments  lo  all  around  you,  and  may  success  atteml 
you  I 


TO  THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE  LORD  HAWKESBURY., 


[AiitnBni|ili,  in  the  Golouisl  Office.] 


BURY.'^^^I 

Hobarl  that 
lat  the  mo- 
>f  the  result 


My  Lord, 
In  my  letter  of  May  31st,  I  acquainted  Lord  Hobart  that 
1  had  sent  Captain  Keats  to  Algiers,  &c,  and  that  the 
ment  he  retnrned  I  should  inform  his  Lordship  of  the  result 
of  Captain  Keats'  mission.  The  Superb  retumrtl  yesterday 
and  I  transmit  your  Lordship  Captain  Keuts'  very  intell^nt 
letters  and  papers,  by  which  you  will  see  that  things  at  Algiers 
are  better  than  they  were,  but  not  so  well  as  we  could  wish- 

With  great  deference,  from  giving  the  papers  all  the  atten- 
tion in  my  power,  and  from  the  very  intclhgcnt  explanations 
of  Captain  Keats,  I  venlure  to  lay  my  opinion  before  your 
Lordship — that  the  Ape,  being  bond  fide  the  property  of  an 
English  Merchant,  and  with  a  cargo  belonging  to  Government, 
although  the  Master  and  crew  were  actually  Neapolitans  and 
Sicilians,  must  be  given  up,  with  her  whole  crew ;  for  we  must 
"olluw  the  principle  of  their  interpretation  of  that  part 
TVeaty,  and  we  are  bound  in  honour  not  lo  leave  those 
jple  in  slavery.     Had  the  Uey  yielded  this  point,  and 


gnated  a  further  remuDeration  for  a  Maltese  Vessel  whuth  j 
was  sold,  and  the  aniuum  paid  to  the  Maltese,  although  a 
farther  sum  is  demanded,  and,  I  beheve,  admitted  by  the 
Dej'a  Miniiters  to  be  just,  I  should  have  had  no  difEcullj  in 
placing  a  Pro-Consul  at  Algiers,  and  left  tbe  other  pointa  for 
di^icuseion,  ur  to  be  given  up  as  bis  Majesty  might  think 
proper  to  direct. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  the  four  Vessels  recently  taken  in 
April  1803,  and  May  the  same  year,  are,  although  with  British 
Passes,  not  entitled  to  any  protection  from  us.  Allowing  the 
Dey's  to  be  a  legitimate  warfare,  what  would  Sir  William 
Scott  say  to  a  French  Ship,  French  crew,  French  cargo,  with 
the  Dcy'a  Passport? — Condemn.  Tbe  other  small  Vessels, 
taken  four  or  five  years  past,  are,  I  believe,  hopeless :  the  crews 
hare  been  restored ;  even  Mr.  Falcon  gives  them  up  as  a  lost 
case.  Therefore,  the  Dey  having  for  him  made  fully  the 
amtnde  konorabU  for  bis  conduct  to  Mr.  Falcon,  there  is  only 
tbe  Ape  and  a  further  remuneration  for  the  Maltese  Ves- 
«I,  vhich  prevents  perfect  harmony  being  restored.  Mr. 
M'Donough,  who  haa  been  our  Pro-Consul  at  Tripoli,  and 
who  was  so  good  as  to  attend  Captain  Keats,  is  going  to 
England,  therefore  I  shall  direct  the  Vessel  which  carries  him 
to  Gibraltar  to  put  into  Algiers,  in  order  that  yom:  Lordship 
may  be  informed,  whether  the  Dey  still  continues  to  refuse  our 
just  demand  about  the  Ape,  on  which,  probably,  will  depend 
his  Majesty  sending  another  Consul  to  Algiers. 

Had  aU  matters  been  amicably  settled,  I  should  have  ap- 
pmntcd  Mr.  M'Donough  Consul  pro  tempore,  as,  from  all 
accounifl  I  have  heard  of  him  for  several  years  past  at  Tripoli, 
he  strikes  me  as  being  most  perfectly  qualified  for  the  office 
of  ConsuL  I  never  saw  the  gentleman,  but  shall  when  the 
weather  moderates;  I  am  therefore  perfectly  disinterested, 
except  for  the  public  good. 

The  more  I  hear  of  Mr.  Falcon,  the  more  I  have  reason 

>  be  satisfied  of  bis  being  a  gentleman  qualified  for  a  far' 

r  situation  to  that  of  Consul  at  Algiers.     Upon  the 

■bole,  it  appears  that  the  mode  of  conduct  which  I  have  pur- 

1  towanls  Algiers,  has  given  them  great  uneasiness.     Not 

L  Cruiser  has  been  at  sea  this  year;   and   1  ought  not  to 

iclude  niy  letter  without  assuring  your  Lordship  that  I  con- 


d 
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aider  Captain  Keats'  conduct  to  have  been  sucb^  through  tD^ 
whole  of  this  very  delicate  mission,  as  to  merit  his  being 
mentioned  to  the  King.     I  have,  &c« 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  TIIK:  lUGIlT  HONOLRABLE  LORD  IIAWKESBURY. 

[Autog^pli,  iu  the  Colonial  Office.] 

Victory,  Jane  dOCh,  18(U. 

My  Lord, 
I  send  your  Lordship  a  translation  of  the  Dey  of  Algiers' 
letter  to  nic,  and  my  answer,  which  I  hope  your  Lordship 
will  approve.  Should  my  reasonable  demands  be  complied 
with,  it  is  my  intention  to  place  Mr.  M'Donough  in  the  situa- 
tion of  Consul  at  Algiers ;  and  from  my  former  knowledge  of 
his  abilities,  and  from  the  conversation  I  have  held  with  him 
this  day,  I  really  think  him  a  gentleman  every  way  qualified 
to  be  Consul  at  Algiers,  or  any  other  of  the  Regencies  of 
Barbary.  I  much  wish  that  Mr.  Longford,  the  Consul  sent 
out  to  Tripoli,  may  answer  our  purpose  with  the  Bashaw  of 
Tripoli ;  but  I  more  than  fear,  whatever  abilities  Mr.  L.  may 
possess,  that  the  situation  of  Consul  to  a  Barbary  Power,  is 
not  suited  to  either  his  abilities  or  disposition.  Your  Lord- 
ship will  be  informed  that,  both  in  the  last  and  present  War, 
the  Bashaw  of  Tripoli  has  consented,  if  it  is  necessary,  in  the 
event  of  the  French  getting  to  Egypt,  to  allow  of  our  occupy- 
ing Dcrne,  a  most  important  station,  to  prevent  the  French 
having  a  communication  with  Egypt.  I  have  sent  Mr. 
M^Donough  in  a  Sloop  of  War,  with  my  letter  to  the  Dey  of 
Algiers.  If  it  answers  my  wishes,  Mr.  M^Donough  will 
return  to  ine,  and  I  shall  send  Captain  Keats  to  place  him  in 
liis  Office ;  if  not,  he  will  present  your  Lordship  with  this 
letter.  Your  Lordship  will  find  him  very  equal  to  give  you 
much  information.  Mr.  M^Donough  has  had  no  remunera- 
tion from  me ;  that  I  leave  to  your  Lordship's  liberality  and 
justice.     I  have,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 
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TO  XUE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE  HENRY  ADDINOTON. 

[Autograpb,  in  the  Sidmoutli  Papers.] 

Victory,  30th  June,  18(U. 

My  dear  Sir, 
Friend  I  may  call  thee  now,  without  the  suspicion  of  adula- 
tion to  a  Minister ;  but  believe  me,  that  my  opinion  of  your 
honourable  abilities  as  a  Minister,  and  your  constant  friend- 
ship for  me  as  a  man,  have  ever  held  the  same  place  in  my 
heart  I  feel  pride  in  avowing  it,  now  you  are  a  private 
gentleman.  I  will  not  say  too  much,  because  when  a  change 
takes  place,  if  honourable  men  arc  to  take  the  helm,  I  am 
sure  amongst  the  foremost  will  be  placed  one  Henry  Adding- 
ton,  whose  sincere  friend  is  ever  his  attached  and  obliged. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

I  shall  see  you  before  Christmas ;  for  I  am  almost  worn  out 
and  blind. 


TO  COMMISSIONER  OTWAY,  GIBRALTAR. 

[Lett€r-Dook.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  ;30tli  June,  1804. 

Sir, 

As  many  of  the  Ships  in  the   Squadron  are  in  want  of 

canlking,  I  am  to  desire  you  will  be  so  good  as  order  twenty 

barrels  of  pitch,  and  ten  of  rosin,  to  be  sent  by  the  first 

opportunity  for  the  above  purpose ;  but  should  there  not  be 

any  rosin  in  store,  you  will  send  thirty  barrels  of  pitch.    You 

will  also  order  the  lower  masts  to  be  kept  in  the  greatest  state 

of  preparation,  and  a  foremast  for  the  Triumph,  which  ought 

16  have  been  put  in  when  she  was  last  at  Gibraltar.     That 

Ship  will  be  sent  to  the  Rock  as  soon  as  circumstances  of 

service  will  admit.     I  am,  &c.. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


90  LETTERa  [I80i^ 

TO  WILLUH  MARSDEN,  £SQ«  ADMIRALTY. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory,  at  Set,  30th  June,  1804. 

Sir, 
Commissioner  Otway  having  informed  me  diat  by  the  pre- 
sent plan  of  having  the  Mail  brought  fix>m  Lisbon  to  Faro^by 
land,  the  letters  become  liable  to  a  very  heavy  postage^  and 
that  there  are  now  many  letters  in  the  Post-Office,  for  the 
Seamen  and  Petty  Officers  of  the  Fleet,  unredeemed;  I 
therefore  request  you  will  please  to  conununicate  to  the 
Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  that  from  the  very 
high  charge  of  postage  from  Lisbon,  it  is  impossible  that  the 
Seamen  and  Petty  Officers  can  redeem  their  letters,  and  sab* 
mit  to  their  Lordships  the  propriety  of  directing  the  postage 
thereof,  being  paid  by  Government,  as  I  understand  has  be^ 
done  on  some  former  occasions.    I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  B.  M'DONOUGH,  ESQ.,  BRITISH  CONSUL  AT  ALGIERS. 

[From  a  Copy  in  the  Colonial  Office.] 

Victory,  June  dOtb,  1804. 

Sir, 

I  beg  leave  to  return  you  many  thanks  for  your  readiness 
in  attending  Captain  Keats  to  Algiers,  and  for  your  conduct 
in  transacting  the  business  between  Captain  Keats,  the  Dej, 
and  his  Ministers. 

I  have  now  to  request  your  fruther  services,  which  may 
prove  of  great  National  importance,  and  in  the  executicii  of 
them,  that  you  will  be  guided  by  the  instructions  transmitted 
herewith  for  your  guidance.  I  have  not  offered  you  any 
pecuniary  recompence  for  your  services,  as  I  am  sure  Lord 
Hawkesbury  will  have  the  greatest  pleasure  in  doing  the  thing 
in  a  handsome  manner.  Accept  again.  Sir,  my  sincere  thanks^ 
and  believe  me,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bbonte» 


^.m-] 


TO  D.M'DONOUGH,  EBQ. 
[Auiegnpb  Dnuglii.  in  the  pgiicinonorJuDM  XoangiEsq.i  of  Willi-] 


Sir, 


5tJiUy,  IBM. 


Vou  will  herewith  receive  my  letter  to  bis  HighneBs  the 
Dcy  of  Algiers,  and  proceed  in  his  Majesty's  Sloup  Terma- 
gant to  Algiers,  the  Commander  of  her  having  my  orders  to 
receire  you  on  board.  On  your  landing  at  Algiers  yon  will 
go  to  the  Ministers,  and  tell  them  that  you  have  s  letter 
from  me  to  bis  Highness,  which  you  desire  they  will  deliver  to 
bim. 

Thej  will  naturally  inquire  of  you  what  are  the  contents  of 
my  letter,  and  if  everything  is  amicably  settled;  to  which  yoa 
mil  reply  in  sucb  a.  manner  as  the  occasion  calls  for,  and 
accordiDg  to  the  purport  of  my  letter,  a  copy  of  which  b  bere- 
onto  amiezed.  You  will  give  them  to  understand  that  you 
are  merely  a  passenger  on  your  way  to  Gibraltar,  and  that 
unless  the  Dcy  wishes  to  sec  you,  that  you  have  no  business 
with  him.  You  may  safely  assert  from  your  knowledge  of  mc, 
and  from  what  you  have  heard  me  say,  that  the  British  Sloop 
Ape,  and  her  whole  crew,  is  a  point  which  never  will  be  given 
op;  and  you  may  espreas  ray  astonishment  at  her  capture  and 
detention,  and  much  more  that  she  should  not  have  been  giren 
up  directly  to  Captain  Keats. 

Should  my  demands  in  respect  to  the  Ape  and  her  crew  be 
coaipUed  with,  you  will  state  the  loss  at  6000  hard  dollars : 
and  with  respect  to  the  other  case  of  further  remuneration  for 
the  St.  Antonio  de  Padua,  that  shall  be  settled  amicably ;  and 
that  until  these  two  points  are  settled,  that  I  never  will  send 
sii  English  Consul  to  Algiers,  but  that  the  moment  these  just 
(lemjmds  are  complied  with,  that  1  will  send  a  Consul  to 
arrange  amicably  the  otlier  matters. 

Should  tlie  business  terminate  favourably,  you  will  return  lo 
mc  from  Gibraltar  with  all  expedition,  as  I  wish  lo  place  yon 
as  Consul  to  Algiers,  and  transmit  my  letter  to  the  Right 
Honourable  Ixird  Hobart;  but  should  matters,  contrary  to 
oiy  wulies  and  just  expectations,  not  be  amicably  settled,  in 
that  case  you  will  give  Am  Lotdship  an  account  of  your  pro- 
tndmfft,  deliver  my  letter  to  Lord  Uawkeabury,  and  explain 
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lo  Iiiui  juur  upiniun  upon  the  prcBcnt  state  of  affmrs,  not  only 
in  Algiers,  but  also  in  Tripoli,  Wighing  you  every  success,  I 
am,  Sir,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant. 

Nelson  and  Brontk. 


TO  THE  DEY  OF  AXGIERS. 


;,Viilogfij.lidrBiigbl,iQllic|'o«ica»ionorj«aneii  Vouiig,  Esq.,  ot  WelU.J 

\ii<lory.  St  Svo.  Isi  July,  1(HU. 
Sir, 

I  have  received  your  Highness's  letter  of  June  15th,  by 
Captain  Keats ;  and  he  has  explained  to  me  your  Highness's 
Bolemn  declaralioo,  that,  in  future,  you  never  will  commit 
such  an  tudlgnlty  to  his  Majesty,  at>  sending  off  his  Agent  and 
Cunsul-Gcneral  to  the  Regency  of  Algiers.  Captain  Keats 
lias  also  informed  rae,  that  he  had,  according  to  your  wisliee, 
talked  over  with  your  Ministers  the  precise  situatioji  of  the 
several  Vessels  taken  with  Passes  from  the  Governor  of 
Malta. 

Upon  seveml  of  them  much  may  he  said  on  both  sides, 
and  time  might  be  allowed  i'or  serious  and  deliberate  dis- 
cussion, that  strict  justice  might  be  done  without  endangering 
the  harmony  which  ought  ever  to  subsist  between  his  Majesty 
and  the  Regency  of  Algiers,  and  which  I  have  done  every- 
thing in  my  power  to  preserve,  in  interesting  myself  tor  the 
removal  of  Mr,  Falcon,  who  it  appears  was  not  a  pleasant 
Consul  to  your  Highness.  Your  Highness'  utmost  wishes 
being  gi'atitied  in  these  respects,  it  is  with  no  small  degree 
of  surprise  I  observe  that  your  Highness  should  by  your  own 
act  prevent  a  Consul  being  placed  at  Algiers,  by  the  detention 
of  a  bim&Jide  English  Vessel  called  the  Ape,  with  an  English 
cargo,  under  the  pretence  that  the  Vessel  was  not  navigated 
with  one-lhinl  of  her  crew  English.  Such  a  pretence  (where 
the  two  first  and  only  real  objects  for  detention  were  perfectly 
clear — viz.,  the  Ship  and  cargo  being  English)  ought  to  have 
subjected  the  Rals  who  seized  her  to  your  Highness's  severest 
punishment ;  and  I  did  expect  that  my  worthy  friend  Captain 
Keats  would  have  brought  me  an  account  of  your  Highness's 
having  delivered  up  the  Ape  and  her  lolwle  crew,  wherever 
they  may  med  to  be  born,  with  many  aiwlogies  for 
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Pier  unjust  lieteiition ;  and  also,  promised  such  further  remu-  J 
Iteration  as  to  justice  should  belong,  in  the  case  of  the  St.  ] 
-Antonio  de  Paihia.     When  your  Highness  shall  have  com-  | 
plied  with  these  just  claims,  I  will  then  send  a  Consul  to 
.llgiers:  therefore,  from  this  moment,  if  an  English  Consul 
is  not  at  Algiers,  the  cause  rests  entirely  with  your  Highness. 
Nelson  and  Bronte. 


ft 


TO  D.  M'DOKOI'GII,  VSQ. 

[From  n  Copy  [ji  llie  Colmiii.l  Offlcf 


Sir, 


Virlorj',  Jnlj  l«l,  1804, 


Should  the  Dey  of  Algiers  have  settled  all  my  just  demands, 
and  wrote  me  word  so,  in  that  case  you  will  deliver  to 
Captain  Peltet  the  enclosed  letter,  in  order  that  he  may 
r«tum  to  the  Fleet,  and  enable  me  to  place  you  at  Algiers  as 
suon  as  possible.  But  as  Captain  Pcttet  is  charged  with  all 
my  Public  dispatches,  you  will  not  deliver  him  the  letter, 

L^mless  yon  arc  sure,  from  under  the  Dey  or  his  Minister's 

Bikanda,  that  everything  is  finally  settled,  and  ready  for  Cap-  ] 

^■kio  Kcals'  conclusion.     I  am,  &c. 

^^F^  Nelson  and  Bronte, 

I' 


TO  CAPTAIN  ROBERT  PETTET,  II.  SI.  SHIP  TERMAGANT. 
[Onlfr-Buok,] 


Virion',  Bl  Sea.  lal,tuly,  lfi(M. 

Yoo  are  hereby  required  and  directed  to  receive  Mr.  M'Do- 
noogh  on  board  his  Majesty's  Sloop  Termagant  under  your 
command,  and  proceed  with  him  as  expeditiously  as  possible 
to  AJgieis,  where  you  will  remain  in  the  Bay  for  the  space  of 
throe  (laya,  (should  that  time  be  necessary  for  the  accomplish- 
ment of  his  mission  with  the  Uey,)  but  on  no  account  longer. 
Vou  will  then  proceed  with  Mr.  M'Donough  lo  Gibraltar, 
when,  after  having  landed  blm,  you  will  cause  every  possible 
;  used  in  refming  the  Termagant,  (which  mi 
are  than  seven  days.)   Having  so  done,  and  co 


)>lete<l  your  provisions,  water,  and  necessaries,  to  the  umt 
lime,  yoii  will  return  and  join  me  on  Rendezvous  No.  Wp 
under  Cape  St.  Sebastians,  where  you  will  find  tne,  or  oiden 
for  youT  further  proceedings,  taking  care  to  bring  with  yon 
any  Transports  which  may  be  loaded  for  the  Fleet 

Nblsoh  and  Bhonts. 


TO  CAPTAIN  PETTET,  H.  M.  SLOOP  TERMAGANT. 
[Aniograpli,  in  the  posHssion  of  Tlionus  Girwood,  Esq.] 

Virtorjr,  Jidy  lal, 


I 


Sir. 

K  Mr.  M*Donough  delivers  you  this  letter, 
you  thnt  everything  is  settled  at  Algiers,  ready  to  receive 
Consul,  in  that  cose,  notwithstanding  any  former  orders,  you 
will  proceed  and  join  inc,  without  one  moment's  ioes  of  tlnaSf 
on  Rendezvous  No.  102;  and  should  you  meet  with  any  of 
his  Majesty's  Ships  going  to  Gibraltar,  you  will  put  my 
dispatches  on  board  of  them.     I  am,  Sir,  &<:. 

NSLSOK  AUS  BSONTS. 


TO  THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE  LORD  HAWKESBl'RY. 

[Auiogmpli.  in  Om  Coloni«l  Offlof,  ini  Auiogriph  Dnu^.] 

Vicioij,  U  Sti,  lit  Jtil;,  leOL 
My  Lord, 

I  send  you  a  translation  of  a  letter  from  the  Bey  of  Tunis, 
respecting  the  Passports  for  his  Vessels  coming  from  Hol- 
land with  hia  presents.  I  hope  Mr.  Clarke,  English  Pro-Consul 
at  Tunis,  has  made  all  tte  explanations  I  directed  liim  to  do 
to  the  Bey ;  but  I  much  fear,  by  the  Bey's  letter,  that  he  has 
neglected  my  instructions,  and  that,  from  so  great  a  delay, 
doubts  will  arise  in  the  mind  of  the  Bey,  as  to  onr  readiness 
to  comply  with  his  just  desires. 

The  effect  of  their  being  obliged  to  ask  us  for  permis- 
sion to  get  their  presents  across  the  seas,  is  attended  with 
very  good  effects.  I  understand  the  Dey  of  Algiers  mean^ 
when  we  have  settled  our  matters,  to  ask  for  Passports  to  get 
over  hie  French  presents.     I  send  your  Lordship  extracts  of 
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my  letter  to  Mr.  Clarke,  and  bis  answer,  therefore  I  have 
done  everrthing ;  but  the  want  of  proper  and  liitl<^  attentionft 
to  these  gentry,  do  us  much  harm.     I  have,  &c. 

Nelboh  and  Bbonte. 


TO  LADY  HAMILTON. 


[Fran  "  Lord  Nclion's  L«nen  (d  Laij  TIiunlltoD,'  tol.  il.  p.  M.] 

Viclorj,  Jiilj  Ut,  ISO*. 

Your  letters  of  April  13th,  22nd,  and  May  13th, 

through  Mr.  Falconet,  came  safe,  a  few  days  ago.  Mr.  Falconet 
li  the  French  banker;'  and  he  dare  not  buy  a  little  tnaccaroni 
lor  me,  or  let  an  Englishman  into  bis  bouse.  Gibbs  iit  still 
ai  Palermo :  I  fancy  he  will  make  a  good  thing  of  my  estate ; 
liuwercr,  I  wish  it  was  settled.  He  wrote  me,  u  short  time 
since,  that  he  wished  I  would  give  him  a  hint  (but  without 
noticing  tbai  it  came  &om  htm)  that  I  thought  Mrs.  Gnefer 
and  ber  child  had  better  go  to  England,  on  ]iretence  of 
educating  ber  daughter,  &c.  But  I  would  have  nothing  to  do 
with  any  such  recommendation:  it  would  end  in  her  coming 
to  me,  in  England ;  and  saying,  that  she  could  not  live  upon 
what  she  had,  and  that  I  advised  ber  to  come  to  England,  or 
she  should  not  have  thought  of  it.  In  short,  Gibbs  wants  to 
remove  ber.  He  is  afraid  of  his  pocket,  I  fancy ;  and  the 
daughter  is,  I  fancy,  now  in  some  seminary  at  Palermo,  at 
Gibbfi'e  expense.  I  wrote  him  word,  fully,  I  would  advise 
no  such  thing  ;  she  was  to  form  her  own  judgment.  What 
our  friends  are  aflcr  at  Naples,  they  best  know.  The  poor 
King  is  miserable  at  the  loss  of  Acton.  The  Queen  writeg 
me  about  'honest  Acton,'  &c.,  &c,,  and  I  bear,  that  she  has 
been  the  cause  of  ousting  him  :  and  tbey  say  (her  enemioe) 
that  Iter  conduct  is  all  French.  That,  I  do  not  believe; 
allhoogh  she  is  likely  to  be  tbe  dupe  of  French  emigres,  who 
always  l>e8Ct  her.  I  doubt  much,  my  dear  Emma,  even  her 
constancy  of  real  friendship  to  you ;  although,  in  my  letter  to 
Acton,  which  Mr.  Elliot  says  be  read  to  her,  I  mentioned  tbe 
obbgfttions  she  was  under  to  you,  &c.  &c.,  in  very  strong 
tenna.     What  could  the  name  of  the  Minister  signify  !  It  was 

>  At  N«fla. 


the  letter  wiiicb  was  wanted  to  the  Prime  MiQisler.  Bui, 
never  mind ;  with  prudence,  we  shall  do  very  well.  I  bvre 
wrote  to  Davison,  by  land :  who,  I  am  very  son-y  for  j  but,  be 
never  wonid  take  a  friend's  caution,  and  he  has  been  severeljr 
bit.'  Your  accounts  of  Merton  delight  me  ;  and  you  will  long 
ago  have  known  that  I  have  directed  the  bills  for  tlic  alurrv- 
lions  to  be  paid.  I  never  could  have  intended  to  have  takea 
it  from  the  hundred  pouodfi  a  month. 

You  will  not  hear  of  my  making  Prize-money.  I  have  not 
paid  my  expenses  these  last  nine  months.  I  shall  expect  to 
eat  my  Christmas  dinner  at  Merton ;  unless  those  events 
happen  which  I  can  neither  foresee  nor  prevent.  I  am  not 
well :  and  must  have  rest,  for  a  few  months,  even  should  the 
Country  [want  me],  which,  very  likely,  they  will  not.  News, 
I  can  have  none. 

April  9tb,  Leviathan  sailed;  so  Government  don't  can 
nmcb  for  us.  Kiss  my  dear  Iloratia,  for  me  I  I  hope  you  will 
have  her  at  Merton ;  and  believe  me,  &c.» 

Nelsoh  akd  Bbontb. 

to  captain  pl'ltexey  malcolm,  ti.m,  ship  kent.  ^h 

[LelUr-Daok.]  ^^M 

Viclorv,  m  Sre,  ]>i  Jul*,  ISOI, 
Sir, 
Having  thought  proper  to  appoint  Captain  White  to  super- 
sede you  in  the  Keni,  I  am  to  desire  that  you  will,  immcdiatclv 
atler  taking  command  of  the  Renown,  order  the  Kent  to  pro- 
ceed to  Salerno,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  on  board  the 
sixty  head  of  bullocks  (or  more  if  they  can  be  stowed,  for  the 
use  of  the  Fleet)  from  Mr.  Thomas  Warrington,  with  bay 
sufficient  to  last  them  during  the  passage,  as  mentioned  in  my 
letter  to  you,  dated  the  12ih  ultimo,  by  which  yon  will  govern 
yourself,  in  the  payment  of  ihe  said  sixty  bullocks  &c.,  and 
also  the  other  forty  bullocks  from  Mr.  Warrington,  either 
when  the  Renown  leaves  Naples,  or  by  such  Vessel,  as  I 
may  judge  proper  to  send  for  them.  I  have  to  observe, 
for  your  information,  that  the  twenty  coils  of  rope  sent  by 
the  Termagant,  run  upwards  of  six  hundred  fathoms  fhorl, 
'  Vide  vol.  V.  p.  lU. 
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and  it  is  perfectly  clear  that  none  has  been  cut  ofF,  as  the 

mnk  of  the  hooks  is  distinctly  seen  on  each  end  of  the  rope. 

A  sarrey  has  been  ordered  upon  the  said  rope ;  and  if  it  is 

pneticable,  the  reports  will  be  sent  to  you.     At  any  rate,  it 

will  become  necessary  to  state  this  uncommon  deficiency  to 

Mr.  James,  that  an  equal  quantity  may  be  sent  in  lieu,  and 

that  every  inch  on  board  the  Kent  which  may  have  been 

received  from  him,  is  measiured  most  strictly,  before  your 

Boatswain  grants  receipts  for  it.     You  will    consider  the 

Renown  as  employed  on  the  same  service  as  Kent,  and  remain 

It  N^)les  with  her  until  you  shall  be  relieved,  or  receive  my 

farther  directions,  as  mentioned  in  my  order  to  you,  dated 

Ae  26th  April  last    I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bbonte. 


TO  NATHANIEL  TAYLOR,  ESQ^  MALTA. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  Ist  July,  1804. 

Sir, 
I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  28th  May,  acquainting 
ine  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  make  some  purchases  of 
stores,  to  complete  the  Niger;  in  answer  thereto,  I  must 
^ire  you  will  send  me  an  account  of  the  stores,  which  it 
^7  be  found  necessary  to  purchase  on  the  above  occasion, 
approved  of  in  the  manner  mentioned  in  my  letter  to  you  of 
^^  18th  ultimo,  and  continue  to  do  so  on  all  future  occasions, 
where  purchases  may  become  absolutely  necessary.  With 
'fispect  to  lodgings  for  the  Artificers,  the  Senior  Officer  can 
we  nothing  at  all  to  do  with  it.  You  must,  therefore,  write 
to  the  Navy  Board  on  the  subject.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  DONNELLY,  H.]^L  SHIP  NARCISSUS. 
[Autograph,  formerly  in  the  possession  of  the  late  Adam  Bromilow,  Esq.] 

Victor}',  July  2n(l,  1804. 

My  dear  Sir, 
I  believe  your  orders  arc  to  cruise  or  anchor,  as  you  may 
judge  best  for  carrying  on  the  service  entrusted  to  you; 

VOL.  VL  U 
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therefore^  you  will  act  as  you  see  best    Your  Boats  can  be 
inside,  at  night,  in  moderate  weather,  and  in  day-time  yen 
can  work  between  the  Islands ;  but  I  should  wish  you  not  to 
be  out  of  the  reach  of  the  Fleet  in  case  Monsienr  La  Touche 
should  come  out  of  his  nest.      I  am  obliged  by  yonr  ac- 
counts of  Ilieres  Bay.      When  our  Fleets  occupied  it,  the 
Islands  were  not  fortified.     The  Enemy,  I  am  sure,  want  to 
get  some  small  Ships  of  War  to  the  Eastward,  probably  fiv 
the  invasion  of  Sardinia ;  and  by  disappointment  toir  some 
time,  I  think  the  Fleet  will  be  ordered  out  to  fight  doee  to 
Toulon,  that  they  may  get  their  crippled  Ships  in  again, 
and  that  we  must  then  quit  the  Coast  to  repair  our  damages^ 
and  thus  have  the  Coast  clear ;  but  my  mind  is  fixed  not  to 
fight  them,  unless  with  a  Westerly  wind,  outside  the  Hieres^ 
and,  with  an  Easterly  wind,  to  the  \Vestward  of  Sicie.     I  am 
sure,  one  of  these  days  they  will  come  out;  for,  besides  their 
degradation  to  all  Europe,  Marseilles  must  sufier  for  want  of 
her  usual  commerce.      I  have  only  again  to  repeat^  that  you 
will  keep  under  sail,  or  anchor,  as  you  please ;  and  I  am  sure 
you  will  always  be  upon  your  guard  against  a  surprise  firom  a 
superior  force.  We  have  nothing  new.   Algiers  is  rather  better 
than  it  was,  but  not  quite  so  well  as  we  could  wish.     Phcebe 
not  joined.      W^ith  my  best  regards  to  all  your  Squadron, 
be  assured,  I  am  ever,  my  dear  Sir,  yours  most  faithfully. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  HIS  EXCELLENCY  HUGH  ELLIOT,  ESQ. 

[Antograpli,  in  the  Elliot  Papers.] 

Victorj,  July  7Ui,  1804. 

Private. 
My  dear  Sir, 
Your  son  William  is  on  board  the  Amazon,  and,  I  am  sure, 
very  happily  placed  with  his  nionet/,  &c.  &c.  She  is  one  of 
the  Squadron  stationed  in  Ilieres  Bay,  which,  for  a  few  weeks 
in  summer,  will  stop  all  their  Coasting  trade.  We  have 
nothing  but  incessant  gales  of  wind,  and  I  am  absolutely  worn 
out.  From  Gantheaume's  having  hoisted  his  Flag  at  Brest, 
I  have  no  doubt  but  that  an  attempt  will  be  made  to  get 
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luperioritj  of  force  into   the   Mcdi  term  Dean.     Howerer, 
t  force  b  diminishing  daily.     Kent,  Renown,  and  Gibral- 
marc  gone  for  any  further  tise;  Superb  and  Triumph  must 
Several  of  the  Ships  want  to  go  into  Port  to  reiit ;  and 
[  was  lo  do  as  they  do  in  the  Channel,  I  have  not,  by  that 
~e  of  judging,  four  Sail  fit  to  keep  the  sea.     I  absohitely 
I  ihcm  out  by  raauagement ;  but  the  time  must  come 
ten  we  shall   break  up,  unless  the  new  Admiralty  act  very 
■ntly  from  the  old,  and  send  out  six  Sail  of  the  Line, 
I  fifteen  Frigates  and  Sloops ;  and  I  do  not  believe  that 
I  late  Admiralty  have  left  them  otw  to  send.     But  I  must 
t  indulge  these  thoughts,  or  I  should  say  much  more ;  but 
y  it  off  with  thinking.     I  am  ever,  my  dear  Sir,  yours 
,t  laithfully. 

Nelson  and  Bhoktb. 
With  respect  to  the  Queen's  writing  to  this  Minister  or 
that,  whether  Addington  or  Pitt,  it  cannot  matter.  It  de- 
pends upon  her  Majesty's  feelings  towards  the  beat  friend  she 
ever  had,  and  Lady  Hamilton  has  had  opportunities  of  serv- 
ing her  Country  which  can  fall  to  the  lot  of  very  few ;  and 
therefore  bas  those  claims  for  personal  services  which,  as  I 
said  before,  few  can  have.  As  Sir  William's  wife,  I  believe 
(indeed  am  sure)  they  will  give  her  not  one  farthing. 


i 


TO  HIS  EXCELLENCY  HUGH  ELLIOT,  ESQ. 

[Aniognpb.  id  ihs  TJKn  Pipen.] 

Viclory.  July  flili,  180t, 


I  My  dear  Sir, 
was  honoured  by  the  TermaganI  with  your  Excellency's 
letter  of  June  15th.  If  Russia  goes  to  war  with  France,  I 
hope  it  will  be  her  own  War,  and  not  joined  with  us.  Such 
'  Alliancgs  have  never  benefited  our  Country.  If  the  Emperor 
Genaany  joins  against  Franco,  something  good  may  arise. 
nij  Russia's  going  to  war  in  the  way  I  am  sure  she  will, 
e  the  loss  of  Naples  and  Sardinia;  for  that  Court  will 
imt  tend  100,000  men  into  Italy,  and  less  are  useless  for  any 
grand  purpose,  ^o;  Russia  will  take  care  of  the  Ionian 
r2 
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Republic,  ihc  Morea,  and,  in  the  end,  Constantinople.     Th 
views  of  Russia  are  perfectly  dear. 

The  French  Navy  is  daily  increasing,  both  at  Tookm  i 
Bretit,  whilst  ours  is  as  clearly  going  down- hill.   It  willreqo 
nil  Lord  Melville's  abilities  to  get  our  Fleet  a-head  of  that 
the  French,     Wo  made  use  of  the  Peace,  not  lo  recruit  c 
Navy,  hut  to  be  the  cause  of  its  ruin.     Nothing  but  a  speed) 
Battle,  a  complete  annihilation  of  the  Enemy's  Fleets,  and 
seven  years'  Peace,  can  get  our  Fleet  in  the  order  it  ought  1 
be;    therefore  I,  for  one,  do  not  wish  to  be  shackled  witl 
Allies,     I  am  for  assisting  Europe  to  the  utmost  of  our  powen 
but  no  Treaties,  which  England  only  keeps. 

I  hope,  my  dear  Sir,  your  next  letters  from  Naples  will 
((ive  roe  news  to  alter  my  opinion  of  degenerate  Etuope;  kt 
I  nm  sick  at  heart  at  the  miserable  cringing  conduct  of  the 
great  Powers.  But  I  have  done.  I  wish  Acton  bad  followed 
your  advice;  but  being  once  gone,  will  he  ever  be  able 
come  back  ng^n  ?  Not  without  Naples  is  actually  at  Wac 
What  could  have  had  no  ill  effects  to  resist,  may,  by  bringtO| 
Actou  back  again,  cause  a  War,  or  rather  a  pretence  (bi 
inking  Naples;  but  I  am  no  politician,  and  have  done, 
have  had  nothing  from  England  since  April  5lh ;  and  if  w< 
did  not  get  the  French  papers,  we  should  be  left  in  tot) 
ignorance.  The  Fleet  is  as  healthy  as  usnal ;  but  if  the  Ad- 
miralty do  not  very  largely  reinforce  this  Fleet,  so  as  U 
enable  me  to  send  some  Ships  home,  and  olhei's  into  Port 
refit,  it  cannot  be  kept  at  sea  another  winter.  I  am  ever, 
with  the  greatest  respect,  your  Excellency's  moat  obedien 
servant, 

Nelson  and  Bhonte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  DONNELLY,  H,M.  SHIP  NARCISSUS. 
[Aiiingmph,  fonneri]'  in  I1;e  pMtnsioa  at  the  tale  Adam  Bromilow,  E*q.] 

Vielorr.  Jiily  &ih,  im. 

My  dear  Sir, 
I  send  the  Seahorse  to  relieve  the  Amazon,  who  must  g 
for  water,  but  before  she  goes  I  would  have  her  complete  thi 
Thunder-Bomb,   (if  she   has  as  much  on  boanl.)       If  yi 
have  no  immediate  prospect  of  doing  much  where  you  arej 
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learc  Boyle  with  directions  what  to  do,  and  come  to  me  with 
the  Cameleon  Brig,  as  I  have  a  little  service  for  you  to  per- 
form. I  send  not  Amazon's  orders,  as  I  want  to  sec  Parker 
hefiue  he  goes  off.     We  have  nothing  new ;  ever  yours  most 

futfaftdly. 

Nelson  and  Bboxte.  - 


TO  CAPTAIN  DONNELLY,  H.M.  SHIP  NARCISSUS. 
[Antognph,  fonnerly  in  possession  of  the  late  Adam  Bromilow,  Esq.] 

Victory,  July  8tb,  1804,  7  p.m. 

Dear  Sir, 
I  was  sending  the  Seahorse  to  relieve  Amazon,  and  to  desire 
joaand  Cameleon  to  come  to  me ;  but  as  I  find  the  Thunder 
80  short  of  water,  and  it  blows  fresh,  I  fear  that  she  may  not 
beat  up  to  windward,  therefore  I  send  her  to  get  water: 
dmefbre,  you  will  remain  in  your  command,  which  you  so 
*bly  fill,  and  send  the  Cameleon  to  me  without  a  moment's 
W  of  time,  and  also,  the  Amazon.  I  am,  dear  Sir,  most 
Wthfiilly  yours. 

Nelson  and  Brontsu 


TO  captain  PULTENEY  MALCOLM,  H.M.  SHIP  KENT. 
[Autograph,  in  the  possession  of  Bear- Admiral  Sir  Charles  Malcolm.] 

Victor}',  July  8th,  1804. 

My  dear  Sir, 

You  may  be  sure  that  when  I  can  I  shall  always  be  glad 
to  meet  your  wishes,  in  respect  to  your  changing  into  a  Line- 
of-Battle  Ship,  likely  to  remain  in  this  Country.  You  will  see 
by  my  joint-letter  to  you  and  Captain  White,  that  I  have  given 
my  consent  to  all  convenient  changes ;  but,  with  respect  to 
roco,  you  will  be  glad  of  my  refusal ;  for,  I  never  knew  a 
Captain  to  take  followers,  but  that  he  took  so  many  un- 
grateful people,  and  always  troublesome  ones. 

It  is  possible  that  it  may  be  very  inconvenient  for  Mr. 
Friffilique^  to  go  to  England :  if  so,  and  that  you  are  inclined 
to  receive  him  into  the  Renown,  I  can  have  no  objection* 

*  Query,  Frocssolccque  ? 
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The  Rope  sent  by  Termagant  was  received  fiom  the  Ken^  I 
understand,  but  that  the  Boatswain  of  the  Sloop  gave  a 
receipt  to  Mr.  James*  for  it,  when  he  ought  to  have  given  it  to 
the  Boatswain  of  the  Kent;  then,  unless  the  Contractor 
makes  up  the  deficiencyy  it  would  have  been  properly  chaigcd 
against  the  Boatswain  of  the  Kent's  wages,  for  receiving  it 
without  measuring.  This  must  be  very  carefully  done  in 
future ;  and  if  Mr.  James  does  not  make  up  the  deficiency  of 
the  last,  i  desire  that  nothing  more  of  any  kind  or  sort  may 
be  taken  of  him ;  for  Grovernment  must  not  be  defirauded 
You  will,  I  am  sure,  take  care  that  nothing  is  got  off  publicly, 
which  can  in  the  least  bring  on  difficulty  with  the  Ftensk  and 
the  King  of  Naples.  I  am  ever,  my  dear  Sir,  your  most 
obedient  and  &ithful  Servant, 

NSLSON  AND  BbONTB. 


TO  CAPTAIN  PULTENEY  MALCOLM,  H.M.  SHIP  KENT. 

[Order-Book.] 

Victory,  at  Set,  8th  July,  1801. 

Should  any  political  change  of  affairs  at  Naples  render  it 

necessary  for  his  Majesty's  Subjects  to  leave  that  place,  bis 

Excellency  Mr.  Elliot  will,  of  course,  give  due  notice  thereof 

to  the  Merchants  and  others  residing  at  Naples.     You  are, 

therefore,  hereby  required  and  directed,  upon  receiving  such 

intimation  from  his  Excellency  Mr.  Elliot,  to  take  all  the 

Merchant-Vessels,  with  the  persons,  property,  and  effects  of 

his  Majesty's  Subjects  at  Naples,  imder  the  cover  of  your 

guns,  and  afford  them  every  assistance  and  protection  in  your 

power  for  their  safety. 

Nelson  and  Bbonte. 


TO  HIS  EXCELLENCY  HUOH  ELUOT,  ESQ. 

[Autograph,  in  the  Elliot  Papers.] 

Victory,  July  9th,  ISOi 

My  dear  Sir, 
The   Acheron  last  night  brought  me  your  Excellence's 
letter  of  June  28t'       **'    the  inclosure  from  the  Queen.    I 

HilatNa^. 
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lianlly  see  what  I  can  answer  to  her  Majesty,  for  her  con- 
tinued good  opinion  of  me,  except  that  it  shall  be  my  study 
lo  continue  to  deserve  it.  There  is  but  little  in  your  Excel- 
lency's letters  to  comfort  any  well-wisher  for  the  honour  of 
Europe ;  and  the  arrival  of  llussian  Troops  at  Corfu  and  the 
Mgrea  may  baflten  the  attack  upon  Naples. 

I  bad  a  letter  yesterday  from  Rear- Admiral  Cochrane,*  who 
'  inimands  off  Ferrol.  The  French  Fleet  at  Brest,  Rochford, 
: '1  Ferrol,  are  perfectly  ready  for  scaj  and  we  know  they 
iT'  ready  at  Toulon ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  hut  tliat  the 
Mediterranean  will  bo  the  scene  of  Action.  I  only  hope  that 
it  vill  very  soon  happen,  or  I  shall  have  nothing  to  do  with 
II:  for  I  do  assure  you  that  every  part  of  my  constitution  ia 
broke  up. 

I  never  hear  from  England,  but  as  we  manage  to  get  the 
Piiria  papers  regularly  through  Spain.  From  ten  days  to  a 
fortnight  we  get  them  from  their  date  at  Paris :  therefore,  we 
know  the  very  great  events  which  are  passing  in  Eurojre — at 
least,  as  much  as  the  French  people.  A  great  expedition 
(cemti  (itiing  out.  I  fear  it  is  to  send  abroad,  when  I  think 
It  might  be  much  more  usefully  employed  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean, and  in  taking  Belleisle.  I  send  you  our  Pro-Consul's 
letter  from  Barcelona.  I  very  seldom  hear  from  Mr.  Frere, 
allhough  Cochrane's  letter  must  have  passed  through  his 
binds,  yet  I  have  not  a  scrap  of  a  pen.  The  Renown  goes 
'■'  fcplace  the  Kent,  who  goes  direct  for  England.  Gibraltar 
absent-  Belleisle  leaves  me  to-night ;  for  she  cannot  keep 
■'tsea  even  these  summer  gales:  therefore,  I  shall  be  left 
«itL  only  seven  to  ten,  and  that  I  expect  reduced  by  the 
"liwruble  state  of  the  hulls  and  rifling,  &c.,  of  the  Ships. 
Adieu,  niy  dear  Sir,  and  believe  me  ever  your  Excellency's 
■iian  obedient  and  obliged  servanl. 

Nelson  and  Bhonte.  • 

Ahtrwuii)  Admiral  ibe  HonouribU  Sir  Aiouutdcr  Fprtfsuii  luglis  toulmuie, 


TO  CAPTAIN  THE  IIONODIUBLE  T.  B.  CAPEU  H.M.  SHIP  P^ 
;Or(lec-Book.] 

Viciorr,  U  Sex,  9lb  Jalf-.j 
Whereas  1  have  received  information  that  the  Edc 
coUectiDg  troops  and  stores  at  Porto  Ferr^o,  in  the  la 
Elba,  with  an  intent  of  making  a  descent  on   the  Isl 
Sardinia,  Yon  arc,  therefore,  hereby  required  auil  da 
take  his  Majcstys  Sloop  named  in   the  margin'   under' 
command,  and  proceed,  without  a  momenl's  loss  of 
Porto  Ferraio,  where  yoii  will  cruise  very  diligently  for  tbe| 
of  (en  days,  bet^vcen  that  place  and  Leghorn,  and  endeai 

capture  or  destroy  any  of  the  Enemy's  Vessels  of 

Transports  which  you  may  fall  in  with.  You  are  at  libeit^ 
during  the  said  period  of  time,  to  extend  your  cruising  ground 
as  far  as  Port  Sjwcia,  if,  from  information,  you  should  jadgC 
it  more  likely  to  fall  in  with  the  Expedition  before  menDonedf 
taking  care  to  join  the  Squadron  by  the  25th  instant  on  Reo- 
dczvoiis  No.  102,  where  you  will  find  rac,  or  orders  for  yotit 
further  proceedings. 

Nelson  and  Bronte, 


TO  CAITAIN  MALCOLM,  H.M.  SHIP  KENT. 
[Autogrniili,  in  lb<  irouesBion  of  Beu'-Adainl  Sir  CbwlK  Md 


lm.3 


Victory,  July  Oth,  wot 
Many,  many  thanks  for  your  Papers,  which  are  very  in- 
teresting. 

My  dear  Sir, 
The  Acheron  joined  me  last  night  with  your  letter  of  June 
28th.  I  am  glad  you  have  stopped  the  making  of  hcde.  I 
had  not  an  idea  that  there  was  a  single  bed  at  Malta  till 
Captain  Keats'a  arrival  a  week  ago.  I  wrote  you  yesterday 
about  the  rope.  I,  for  one,  am  glad  at  Monarchy,  under  any 
shape,  being  restored  in  France.  It  may  be  better  for  us— 
cannot  be  worae.  I  am  much  obliged  by  your  kind  offers  of 
Ber\icc.  The  Renown  will  pnrt  the  moment  the  weather 
moderates  that  I  can  get  water  from  her.  I  am  ever,  dear  Sir, 
your  most  obliged  sciTant, 

NSLSON  AND  BnONTB. 


TO  THE  yUEEN  OF  NATLES. 
[  From  "  TLc  Life  of  [be  Hev«reiid  Dotlor  Seoll,"  p.  1 U.] 

Viclorr.  lOUl  Julj-,  ISOi. 
Madam, 
I  have  been  honoured  by  your  Majesty's  gracious  and 
condescending  letter  of  June  28th.  I  have  no  other  reply  to 
nule  to  such  flattering  expressions  of  confidence,  than  to  offer 
myniost  devoted  thanks,  and  my  assurances  of  always  studying 
(o  merit  your  Majesty's  favonrable  sentiments,  and  those  of 
my  benefactor,  the  King. 

It  would  be  presumptuous  on  my  part  to  venture  to  speak  of 

potilicni  matters  in  a  letter  to  yom-  Majesty;  but  I  cannot  help 

irishing  that  Europe  was  like  a  handful  of  rods  against  France- 

If  it  be  proper  to  give  way  to  the  times,  let  us  temporise:  if 

to  make  War,  let  us  all  make  it.     On  this  principle,  I  could 

hare  wished  that  Russia  had  avoided  War,  unless  she  had 

been  joined  by  Austria.     Then,  acting  honourably  side  by 

ude,  tlicrc  would  have  been  sonic  hope  from  such  a  coalition. 

If  Kussia  sends  men  and  Vessels  to  the  Ionian  Republic, 

and  into  the  Morea  only,   I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying, 

that  she  compromises  Naples  much  more  than  if  she  had,  for 

the  moment,  bent  to  the  storm.     At  least,  50,000  troops  (it 

should  be  100,000)  are  necessary  to  answer  for  the  safety  of 

Italy.     To  say  the  truth,  I  do  not  believe  we  had  in  the  lost 

War,  and,  according  to  all  appearance,  we  shall  not  have  in 

the  present  one  either,  plans  of  a  sufficiently  grand  scale  to  force 

France  to  keep  within  her  proper  limits.     Small  measures 

kIucc  only  small   results.     I  dare  not  let  my  pen  run  on. 

lie  inlelligcnt  mind  of  your  Majesty  will  readily  comprehend 

e  great  things  which  might  be  effected  in  the  Mediterranean. 

D  this  side  Buonaparte  is  the  most  vulnerable.     It  is  from 

(  that  it  would  bo  most  easy  to  mortify  his  pride,  and  so 

rbiunble  him,  as  to  make  him  accept  reasonable  conditions   ' 

f  Peace.     I  entreat  your  Majesty's  pardon  for  having  cx- 

led  my  sentiments  with  such  boldness. 

It.  EUiot  ban  informed  me,  by  \vriliug,  of  what your  Majesty 

ibcd  to  say  on  the  subject  of  writing  to  the  Minister,  respcet- 

j  tlie  pension  for  your  Emma.     Poor  Sir  William  Hamilton 

^trcd  that  it  would  have  been  granted,  or  it  would  have 
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been  unpardonable  in  Hm  to  have  left  his  widow  with  »j  little 
mcanB.  Your  Majesty  well  knows  that  it  was  her  capacitf 
and  conduct  which  sustained  his  diplomatic  character  duiiiig 
the  last  yeai^  in  which  he  was  at  Naples.  It  is  unneceasa^ 
for  me  to  speak  more  of  it.  It  only  remains  for  me — hegffng 
pardon  for  having  occupied  your  Majesty's  time  so  Im^— u  < 
subscribe  myself  your  Majesty's  faithful  and  devoted  eemn^' 
Nelson  and  Brohtb. 


TO  THE  REVEREND  DAVID  EVANS,"  H.  M.  SHIP  Sl'PEHB. 


[AntogTipti,  i 


».] 


Viet6rj,JiUrI0lli,liO*, 

Dear  Sir, 
I  feel  very  much  obliged  by  your  kind  offer  of  tnnokliig 
any  pieces  for  me  in  case  of  Dr.  Scott's  ill  health  or  aboenaR 
I  have  no  doubt  but  that  the  translation  was  a  perfect  goo2 
one ;  and  should  I  want  your  kind  assistance  in  future,  yon 
have  encouraged  nic  to  apply  without  hesitation,  which  vei^ 
much  obliges,  dear  Sir,  your  very  tiiithful  servant. 

Nelson  and  Bbontb. 


.  im   I 


TO  CAl'TAIN  KEATS,  H.M.  SHIP  SUPERB. 

[AiiIognpL,  in  tbe  posMnioD  of  tlir  HeTrrend  Kdiard  KeUs.] 

Vitwrj.  Julj  lOtt.  IW* 

My  dear  Sir, 

If  your  nephew,  Mr,  Buck,'  can  effect  an  exchange  into  the 

Kent,  I  will  do  the  needful ;  but  if  an  exchange  cannot  be 

effected,  and  you  wish  your  nephew  to  go  home  a  passenger, 

had  he  not  better  remain  in  the  Kent,  and  go  home  a  passenger 

in  her?     Will  you  dine  here  to-morrow,  and  we  will  talk 

more  upon  the  subject.    Be  assured  whatever  you  wish  I  AaS\ 

be  happy  in  doing,  being  ever  your  moat  obliged  and  faithful. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

■  Tlien  Ub^liiu  of  llic  Superb,  nud  ■fterninla  ijecraury  lo  Admiral  Sii  a*arge 
Mkrtin,  O.C.B.,  G.C.M.G. 

*  Licnleiuiit  lUcliud  Biirli.  aan  nf  Geargv  9tnclef  Buch.  Etij..  hj  itutkt, 
daugliter  nf  th«  Rct.  Biiliud  K»t>,  and  aiiiFr  of  Admiral  Bir  RieluBil  Qooinln 
KuU,  O.C.B.E  bf  died  ■  Poil-Captun  in  Jni;  1890i  .^ 


To  8IR  JOHN  ACTON,  BART, 
[rmm  ClurliB  uxl  M'AnUnr,  vol.  ii.  p.  ,179.  ] 

[AboullOOiJiilv.  16M.] 
Admiral  CiaDtbeaume,  I  sec,  has  hoisted  hie  Flag  at  Brest }  1 
ure  indication  to  m^  mind,   that  at  least  a  part  of  that 
!l  is  destined  for  the  Mediterranean.     It  is  in  this  Country 
it  Buonaparte  wishes  to  make  himself  great,  and,  thcre- 
this   is  the   Country   where   largo  Armies  and  Fleets 
bould  be  placed.     I  trust  our  Government  will  take  care  not 
a  superiority,  beyond  my  power  of  resistance,  to  get 
into  the  Af  editcrranean.    I  calculate  upon  no  joint  exertion  of  j 
liie  Russian  Fleet,  even  should  the  Emperor  go  to  war;  and  | 
if  it  is  only  a  War  of  manifestoes,  as  Catherine's  War,  and  ' 
wnding  Troops  to  the  Morea,  and  Ionian  Republic,  I  do  not 
aee  any  good  cither  to  Naples  or  England  from  it ;  indeed,  I 
fear  bucIi  a  War  would  much  endanger  both  Naples  and  Sar- 
dinia.    I  am,  &c., 

Neleom  AMD  Bronte. 


TO  EDWARD  GAVNEIt,  ESQ,.  ROSAS. 

[Letler-Book.) 


Sir, 


uSea,  lIlliJulv,  tS04. 


I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  Ist  instant,  acquainting 
me  that  the  Captains  of  some  of  his  Majesty's  Ships  frequent- 
iog  Rosas  have  requested  you  to  pay  the  sum  of  eight  dollars 
for  tile  apprehending  any  Seamen,  &c.,  who  may  desert  from 
their  Ships,  and  that,  in  conae<^uenec,  you  had  paid  the  sum 
of  sixteen  dollars  for  two  Seamen  that  had  been  apprehended 
as  deserters  from  the  Phcebe,  and  eight  for  one  from  the 
Victory,  which  you  intend  putting  into  tlic  general  acconnt. 
In  answer  to  which,  1  frel  very  much  obliged  by  your  kind 
attention  to  this  circumstance  of  Service;  but  must  beg  to 
obaerve,  that  as  those  sums  are  charged  respectively  against 
the  Deserters  on  the  Ship's  Books,  and  paid  by  the  Captain's 
certiCcute,  I  can  have  nothing  at  all  to  do  with  it,  nor  must  it 
appear  in  the  general  account  you  allude  to.     The  Captain^ 


on  such  occasions,  paj  for  apprcbcDfling  Bcsertere  fro 
Ships,  and  are  reimbursed  hj  the  certificate  before  n 
I  must  beg  jou  will  be  good  enough  to  send  tne  s 
of  your  expensea  for  the  Uindostan's  jwoplc,  as  mentioi 
my  letter  of  the  26th  April,  in  order  that  I  may  d 
being  paid  immediately,  as  in  the  event  of  Captain  I 
accounts  being  closed  previous  to  yours  arriving  in  I 
it  is  more  than  probable  it  will  be  chained  ag 
am,  &c.  Nelson  akd  Biu 


TO  ADJtmAL  SIR  PETER  PARKER,  BART. 
[From  Clnrke  nnd  M'.Vnliur,  vol.  u.  p.  H^X] 

[AboalJul?.  ISOL]"' 
I  most  sincerely  condole  with  you,  od  the  premature  deftlt^' 
of  my  dear  friend  and  contemporary,  your  son.'  In  you*"^ 
grandson  Peter,  you  possess  everything  which  is  amiable^ 
good,  and  manly — an  Ofiieer  and  a  gentleman.  He  is  eure 
of  my  warmest  and  affectionate  interest  fur  his  welfare,  as  long 
as  I  live.  Never  whilst  1  breathe  shall  1  forget  your  kindnesa 
to  me,  to  which  I  owe  all  my  present  Honours.  Slay  God  bleas 
you,  my  dear  Friend,  and  keep  you  in  health  many,  manj 
years.     I  am,  &c., 

NKt.^lf  AHD  Brontb, 


TO  CAPTAIN  ROSS  DONNELLY,  H.M.  SHIP  NARCISSUS. 

[Aiitogtvpli  dniuglil,  uid  Order- Book.] 

Virion',  at  S*-m  Utb  Jo);,  leOL 

Memorandum. 

Lord  Nelson  has  received  with  much  satisfaction  the  report 

of  Captain  Donnelly,  of  the  gallant  conduct  of  the  Officers 

and  Men  employed  in  destroying  tlic  Enemy's  Vessels  at  La 

Vetidnra.'     The  judicious  arrangement  of  Lieutenant  Thomp- 

'  Vice  Admird  CLrislo|ilifr  Pnrkfr,  who  died  ou  ilip  Sfllli  of  M«*,  ISW,  learinK 
S  Hon,  Ptier.  wlio  sncceeded  liis  gnwdfUliFt  in  IliD  finrovlcy ,  in  Dcccnber  1811. 
nud  wu  iiillcd  iiliile  Ca]>tuii  of  iLe  .UeneltuB,  in  ■lonuiitic  aa  Americui  CHnp  •! 
ilallalrv,  neu  Baliimorr,  in  Aiigiisi  ISH. 

■  CupMlii  DauacIty'B  aoil  LleHWiuul  Jobn  T1kidi[mod'i  Uucn,  descrihhis  tliB 
tuceeB.illiI  Mlspk  b;  tlie  Boili  of  the  Nucixsun,  ScaliDfir,  and  MudsloBe,  OdMOii 
En<lli]r'i  VeiBtU  at  L>  Vmidour,  in  Hitre*  Paj,  in  liic  niglil  of  iLe  loilj  of  Julj, 
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jii  merits  my  praise,  for  without  thai,  bravery  would  be  use- 
less ;  and  the  example  of  Lieutenants  Parker,  Lumley,  and 
Moore,  was  such  as  to  ensure  the  bravery  of  the  inferior  Officers 
»i»l  Men ;  for  I  never  knew  the  superior  Officers  to  lead 
on  well  but  that  they  were  always  bravely  supported  by  the 
men  under  their  orders.     Wounds  must  be  expected  in  figlit- 
inir  the  Enemy.     They  are  marks  of  honour,  and  our  grateful 
iWury  is  not  unmindful  of  the  sufferings  of  her  gallant  de- 
I  nJers.     A  regular  list  will  be  sent  to  the  Patriotic  Fund  at 
i.l^ydV,  and  the  Captains  are  to  give  each  man  a  certificate 
before  he  leaves  the  Ship,  describing  his  wound,  signed  by 
ihe  Cftptain  and  Sui^eon.     The  wounded  men  to  be  sent  to 
(be  three  Flag-Ships,  as  they  will  probably  find  better  accom- 
modalion  than  in  a  Frigate. 

Nelson  and  Bhonte. 


TO  CAPTAT.V  ilARGOOD.  H.M.  SItIP  BELLKISLE. 
rOrdrr-Bouk,] 

Memorandum.  vioioi-y,  m  Sen,  lan.  Juij.  moL 

You  will  be  on  your  guard  against  a  surprise  of  the  Enemy, 
during  your  stay  in  Agincoiu't  Sound,  as  It's  by  no  means 
improbable  but  they  will  make  a  descent  on  the  Madalena 
Islands ;  in  which  case,  you  will  render  the  Governor  and  In- 
habitants every  assistance  in  your  power,  and  endeavour  to 
destroy  the  Enemy's  Vessels  and  Troops. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


^■r  "^^  CAPTAIN  ROSS  DONNELLY,  H.BI.  SHIP  NARCISSUS. 

^H  [Order.Bot>kO 

ViDlorf.  fd  Sea,  Ulh  JiUj,  ISOl- 

Having  received  information  that  the  Enemy  are  in  the 
habit  (rf  sending  their  Privateers  and  other  Vessels  of  War 


noinn  dLo  dipil  in  I  Ml).]  LkiilrnunI  J0I111  Iticlianl  Lamlfy 
onl  IH'il:  IJpnleliMlt  Ogle  Moara  died  ia  IIjuI  rank,  iboiil 
llnle  Pnkn  la  norr  a  Bck  Adtouil  of  Ihe  Blue,  and  ■ 
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from  Corsica  to  the  Port  of  Genoa,  You  are  hereby  required 
and  directed  to  take  his  Majesty's  Ship  named  in  the  mugin' 
under  your  command,  and  proceed  immediately  off  the  abofe- 
mentioned  Port,  where  you  will  cruize  veiy  diligently,  and 
endeavour  to  fall  in  with  any  Vessels  of  the  abo^e  descriplioD^ 
or  Transports  with  Troops  on  board ;  upon  doing  so  yoa  will 
use  your  utmost  exertions  to  capture  or  destroy  them*    In  the 
execution  of  this  service,  should  any  intelligence  be  obtained 
necessary  for  my  immediate  information,  you  will  join  me 
forthwith  on  Rendezvous,  No.  102.     At  all  events,  you  miut 
not  be  longer  absent  from  the  Squadron,  which  you  will  find 
on  the  said  Rendezvous,  than  the  10th  of  next  month,  August* 
It  is  my  intention  to  send  the  Thunder  Bomb-Vessel  on  this 
service,  the  moment  she  joins ;  you  will,  therefore,  take  hec 
under  your  orders,  and  employ  the  whole  as  you  may  find, 
best  for  the  execution  of  the  said  service. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 
The  closer  you  cruize  off  the  Mole  Head  the  better,  ati^ 
send  your  Boats  out  at  night.  N.  &  B. 


TO  CAPTAIN  ARTHUR  FARQUHAR,  H.M.  BOMB-VESSEL  ACHERoV^- 

[Order-Book.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  lOtb  Jaljr,  1804. 

Having  ordered  the  two  Transports  named  in  the  margin  ^ 
to  be  loaded  with  empty  water-casks  from  the  different  Ships, 
You  are  hereby  required  and  directed  to  take  the  said  Trans- 
ports under  your  charge,  and  proceed  immediately  with  them 
to  Porto  Conte  in  the  Island  of  Sardinia ;  and  on  your  arrival 
there  you  will  cause  the  utmost  exertion  to  be  used  in  filling 
the  same  empty  water-casks,  directing  the  Officers  super- 
intending that  service,  to  sec  that  the  greatest  care  is  taken  of 
the  casks,  in  rolling  them  to  and  from  the  spring,  that  no  injury 
may  be  done  them.  You  will  also  instruct  the  Officers  so 
employed  not  to  suffer  the  casks  to  be  filled  at  high  water,  as 
the  surface  of  one  of  the  wells  at  those  times  is  level  with  the 
sea,  consequently  impregnated  with  salt  water,     A  CorponVs 

•  Maidatooe.  «  Chatham,  Thetis. 


^ 
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if  Marines  will  be  sent  Id  each  of  the  Transports,  for  ihe 
of  attending  the  watering  parties  to  prevent  the  casks 
being  stolen  by  thclnhabilants,  andthemon  from  getting 
tk,  or  deserting,  to  whicli  the  utmost  attention  must  be 
as  these  people  are  very  much  in  the  habit  of  bringing 
ro  quantities  of  wine.     To  all  and  each  of  these  circuin- 
ices  I  must  desire  to  call  your  particular  attention.  DuriDg 
stay  at  Porto  Conte  you  will  purchase  ae  many  live 
as  may  bo  necessary  for  tlie  Bomb's  Company,  and 
vill  also  procure  a  hundred  quintals  of  good  onions,  for 
use  of  the  Squadron.    For  the  payment  thereof  the  Agent- 
Rctuiiller  will  supply  you  with  dollars,  upon  your  granting 
usual  receipt  for  the  same,  and  returning  the  proper  and 
regalar  vouchers  for  the  disbursement  tbereoH     Having  com- 
pleted the  sereice  above  mentioned,  which  is  to  be  done  with 
'he  utmost  possible  expedition,  you  will  return  and  join  the 
Sqmdron  on  Rendezvous  No.  102,  where  you  will  find  me, 
"f  OBJers  for  your  fiirther  proceedings. 

Nelson  and  BROim. 


TO  CAPTAIN  MOUBRAY,  II.  M.  SHIP  ACTIVE. 


you  are  hereby  required  and  directed  to  take  the  Vessel 
named  in  the  margin^  under  your  command,  and  after  the 
'luse  of  day,  you  will  proceed,  with  as  much  dispatch  as  pos- 
sible off  Marseilles,  for  the  purpose  of  intercepting  any  of  the 
Enemy "s  Frigates,  Vessels  of  War,  or  Merchant-Ship,  which 
may  be  going  into  that  Port.     You  will  afterwards  stretch 
r  to  Celte,  for  the  above  purpose,  laking  care  to  join  me 
Rendezvous  No.  102,  with  the  first  Westerly  wind,  and 
to  be  longer  absent  from  the  Squadron  than  four  or  five 
from  the  date  hereof 

Nelson  and  Bbonte. 


TO  RF.AR-ADMIRAL  CAMPBELL. 

[From  ClRrkp  uid  H'Anlmr.  vol,  ii.  p,  37B,] 


The  French  Ships  have  cither  altered  their  anchors 
some  uf  them  have  got  to  sea  in  the  late  gales :  the  idea  t 
given  me  half  a  fever.     I  am,  &c., 

Nei^on  and  Bronte. 


TO  BEAR-ADMIRAL  SIR  RICHARD  BICKERTOK, 
[From  Clarke  and  M'Anlinr,  vo!.  ii.  p.  Sid.] 

I  have  been  in  a  little  alarm  at  the  idea  of  Mons.  La  Toucba 
having  given  me  the  slip,  and  it  b  not  quite  cleared  up.  I 
am  sending  Active  and  Thunder  off  Marseilles  for  infonoa-* 
tion ;  for  I  am  sure  if  that  Admiral  were  to  cheat  me  ont  of 
my  hopes  of  meeting  him,  it  would  kill  me  much  easier  thaa 
one  of  his  balls.  Since  we  sal  down  to  dinner  Captain 
Moubray  has  made  the  signal,  but  I  am  very  far  from  being 
easy.  I  shall  place  Seahorse  and  Amazon  close  in  shore,  m 
order  to  eicaminc  Toulon  every  way  to-morrow.  I  am,  iic, 
Nelson  and  Bbontk. 


TO  CAPTAIN  MOUBRAV,  H.M.  SHIP  ACTIVE, 

[Leiler  Book] 


i 


Viclorj.  Juljr  I7| 

My  dear  Sir,  

I  believe  you  mistook  our  signal  this  morning — it  was  to 
reconnoitre  Toulon.  After  dark,  you  will  part  company,  and 
I  wish  you  good  luck.  Put  '  Thunder '  in  the  margin  of 
your  order.  As  I  am  still  inclined  to  believe  that  a  part  of 
the  Enemy's  Fleet  have  put  to  sea,  I  request  you  will  be  very 
inquisitive  for  information  from  any  Vessels  coming  from 
Marseilles ;  and  ir  all  others,  as  somebody  must  fall 
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in  with  them.  Vessels  from  Tunis  and  the  Levant,  if  they 
•re  bound  to  the  Levant,'  are  most  likely  to  meet  them,  and  if 
ytm  get  any  information  which  may  be  useful  to  me,  I  beg 
that  you  will  join  me  directly.  Ever,  dear  Sir,  yours  faith- 
fully, 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  LIEUTENAXT  H.  B.  LANE,  ROYAL  ARTILLERY,  SERVING  ON 
BOARD  HIS  MAJESTY'S  BOMB-VESSEL  THUNDER. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  17th  Jiilv,  1804. 

Sir, 

I  haTe   this   moment   received   your   letter   of  the  15th 

uistant,  stating,  '  that  finding  it  totally  impossible  from  the 

^rence  of  orders  sent  to  you  by  command  of  the  Right 

BoQOQiable  the  Earl  of  Chatham,  Master-General,  and  the 

Honourable  Board  of  Ordnance,  with  the  approval  of  the 

I^  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  and  those  given  by 

^  to  the    Commanding-Officer  of  the   Thunder,   Bomb- 

^csBel,  to  agree  with  him  on  your  different  branches  of  duty, 

^  to  be  responsible  for  the  mortars  and  stores  placed  in  your 

charge,  by  the  Board  of  Ordnance,  and  comply  with  their 

^^tes  in  every  respect ;'  in  return,  I  beg  leave  to  inform  you 

"^  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  allow  any  Officer  under  my 

^^ODunand  to  quit  his  duty  on  any  pretence.     The  orders  to 

*Mch  you  allude  as  given  by  me,  were  to  enforce  due  obe- 

"*®nce  to  Superior  Officers,  and  the  greater  care  of  the  mortars, 

"1^  and  artillerymen :  I  cannot  comprehend  that  it  is  pos- 

wde  any  disagreement  can  take  place  between  you  and  the 

Commander  of  the  Thunder-Bomb,  under  whose  command 

J^  are,  as  you  have  only  to  obey.     I  have  directed  Captain 

Cocks  to  order  you,  when  he  thinks  the  service  and  weather 

^  admit  of  it,  to  examine  the  mortars  and  stores  under 

your  ehaige,  in  order  that  they  may  always  be  kept  in  good 

^^^viditioD,  and  fit  for  immediate  service.     I  am,  &c.. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

>  Sic. 
▼OU  Yt  I 
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TO  CAPTAIN  GEORGE  COCKS,  H.  M.  BOMB  THUNDER. 

[From  a  Copy  in  the  Admlnlty.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  17th  July,  1804. 

Sir, 
I  herewith  transmit  yoa  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Lieutenant 
Lane,  of  the  Royal  Artilleryy  serving  on  board  his  Majesty^ 
Bomb- Vessel  Thunder,  under  your  command,  together  witt 
a  copy  of  my  answer  thereto ;  and  I  must  desire  that  yoawil 
cause  the  mortars  and  Artillery  stores  to  be  examined,  wher 
the  weather  and  Service  will  admit,  as  mentioned  in  thcf  cop^ 
of  my  said  letter,  and  transmit  me  a  report  thereof  for  my  in- 
formation.    I  am,  &c., 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ^  ADMIRALTY. 
[Original,  in  the  Admiralty.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  18th  July,  1801. 

Sir, 

I  herewith  transmit  you  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  Lieutenan 
Lane  of  the  Royal  Artillery,  serving  on  board  his  Majesty^ 
Bomb-Vessel  Thunder,  together  with  a  copy  of  my  answe 
thereto ;  and  also,  of  my  letter  to  Captain  Cocks,  Commande 
of  the  said  Bomb- Vessel,  which  I  request  you  will  be  pleasei 
to  lay  before  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  fo 
their  consideration. 

It  is  painful  for  me  to  consider  their  Lordships'  order 
alluded  to  in  Lieutenant  Lane's  letter,  as  in  any  degre 
sanctioning  that  Officer,  and  the  others  embarked  on  boan 
the  ^tna  and  Acheron,  to  act  or  hold  themselves  independen 
of  the  Commanders  of  these  Bombs,  particularly  so,  as  ever 
day's  experience  more  fully  convinces  my  mind  of  the  indis 
pensable  necessity  of  there  being  but  one  Commander  in  \ 
Ship,  and  that  every  Land  Officer  (whatever  his  rank  may  be 
if  embarked  to  serve  on  board  Ship,  should  most  implicitly 
conform  to,  and  comply  with,  the  orders  of  the  Captain  oi 
Commander  of  such  Ship  or  Vessel. 

Having  so  fully  ^ou  on  this  subject  in  my  lettei 
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dated  22nd  of  May/  with  the  papers  therein  referred  to  for 
their  Lordabips*  information ;  I  have  only  to  hope  that  their 
Lordships  will  see  the  immediate  necessity  of  having  this 
bosioeas  fully  cleared  up,  if  any  doubts  can  be  entertained  as 
to  the  construction  of  the  Act  of  Parliament  for  the  Govern- 
ment of  bis  Majesty's  Ships,  Vessels,  and  Forces  by  Sea.    I 

Nelson  and  Bronte« 


TO  THE  NAVAL  STOREKEEPER,  MASTER  SHIPWRIGHT,  AND 
MASTER  ATTENDANT  OF  MALTA  YARD. 

[Original,  in  tbe  Beconl  Office  in  the  Tower  of  London.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  2flth  July,  18Q4. 

Gentlemen, 
I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  5th  instant,  acquaint- 
ing me  with  the  circumstances  attending  the  unloading  and 
ineasoriDg  the  coals  from  the  Harmony  Transport,  and  that 
Aerewere  sixty  chaldrons  detained  and  received  into  His 
Majesty's  Stores  at  Malta,  for  my  further  directions ;  also, 
wbmittbg  your  opinion  that  there  did  not  appear  any  fraud, 

Of  intention  to  defraud,  to  be  imputed  to  Mr. ,  Master 

of  the  Harmony,  in  the  delivery  of  the  coals  to  the  Fleet 
wider  my  command,  as  from  his  report  there  was  great  hurry 
•nd  inattention  in  delivering  them.  In  answer  to  which,  I 
wiceive  it  was  improper  to  give  a  receipt  for  the  sixty 
childron  of  coals  which  the  Pursers  were  defrauded  of  by 

Mr. . »g  short  measurement ;  and  that  it  was  extremely 

^totif^  in  you,  and  not  consistent  with  my  order,  to  have 
oftred  an  opinion  exculpating  the  fraud  of  the  said  Mr. 
"^-^ ,  which  you  have  taken  upon  yourselves  to  do  from  his 
oiwnipie  dixit;  and  imputed  blame  to  those  who  received  the 
coih,  and  of  course  were  concerned  to  have  just  measure.  I 
sWl  transmit  a  copy  of  your  said  letter  to  the  Transport 
Board,  that  the  conduct  of  Mr, may  meet  its  deserts.     I 

Wl|&C, 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

•  Vide  p.  27,  ante. 
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TO  CAPTAIN  RICFIARD  BUDD  VINCENT,  H.M.  SLOOP  ARROW. 

[Origina),  in  the  Admiralty.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  28tli  Julv,  1804. 

Sir, 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  5th  June,  giving  an 
account  of  your  having,  on  the  3rd  of  that  month,  destroyed, 
and  set  fire  to  a  French  Privateer  under  the  Island  of  Faoo* 
The  destruction  of  the  Enemy^s  Privateers,  who  are  so 
numerous  in  these  seas  (and  contrary  to  all  known  laws  oi 
Neutrality,  shelter  themselves,  and  make  a  convenience  of  the 
Neutral  Territory  of  the  Powers  at  amity  with  Great  Britain 
from  whence  they  commit  the  most  unwarrantable  depredfl 
tions  on  our  Commerce),  becomes  an  object  of  serious  con 
sideration,  and  certainly  justifies  an  attack  upon  these  Pirate 

I  therefore  feel  pleased  with  your  conduct  in  the  destructio 
of  the  Privateer  before  mentioned,  and  shall  write  Mr.  Forest 
his  Majesty's  Minister  at  Corfu  (if  necessary)  to  remonstrat 
against  the  conduct  of  those  unprecedented  and  sanctione 
Pirates,  as  I  did  in  the  instance  of  the  Thisbe ;  for  certain) 
the  Neutral  Territory  that  does  not  afford  protection,  cann< 
be  allowed  to  give  it  to  the  original  breaker  of  the  Neutralit; 
and  therefore,  firom  the  offensive  state  of  the  Privateer  i 
question,  and  her  firing  upon  the  Arrow's  Boats,  I  cannot  bi 
approve  of  your  having  destroyed  her;  but  I  must  beg  to  I 
perfectly  understood,  that  I  would  on  no  account  have  tl 
Neutrality  broken  or  disturbed  by  his  Majesty's  Ships  i 
Vessels,  &c.,  under  my  command,  firing  upon  any  of  ll 
Enemy's  Privateers  or  endeavouring  to  destroy  them  und< 
the  protection  of  a  Neutral  Port,  unless  such  Privateers  she 
first  use  such  offensive  measures,  and  fire  upon  his  Majest} 
Subjects ;  in  which  case,  they  forfeit  the  protection  of  tl 
Neutral  Port,  and  ought  to  be  destroyed,  if  possible. 

I  am  sorry  for  the  Arrow's  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  c 
the  occasion,  as  stated  in  the  list  which  accompanied  yoi 
said  letter.  The  paper  of  instructions  saved  from  the  Pr 
vateer  before  alluded  to,  has  been  received.     I  am,  &c.. 

Nelson  and  Brontr. 


TO  CArrALV  V1NCE-\T,  II.M.  8L00P  ARIIOW. 


Vielorv,  nt  Sc*,  July  SyUi,  IMOl. 

rday  received  your  letter  of  ihc  ISlhuIt.,  ncquamiing 

h  jour  procpcdings,  in  consequence  of  the  orders  you 

1  from  Captain  Crncraft,  of  liis  Majesty's  Ship  Anson ; 

i  yon  had   visited  Zante,  Corfu,   Valona,  and   Otranto, 

ible  to  his  directions  ;  and  tliat  on  your  arrival  at  Corfu, 

'  Jwi  bad  received  a  lelter,  with  an  enclosure  from  Mr.  Forestij 

'  tijaaintittg  you  with  the  loss  of  the  Merchant  Brig,  General 

-"i;'rc,  near  Valona,  on  the  18lh  of  November  last ;  and  also, 

1j  the  treatment  tlie  Master  and  Crew  of  the  said  Vessel 

received  from  the   Bey  and  Vizir  of  Burat.     In  answer 

^ufattto,  I  am  very  much  pleased  with  the  whole  of  your  con- 

L  Mid  hope  that  your  remonstrances  will  not  only  induce 

Tuir  to  deliver  np  the  English  Subjects,  but  also  make 

lent  tcjwration  for  his  treatment  to  the  Master  and  Crew 

t  Slid  Vessel,  as  well  as  for  having  detained  them  and 

I  of  His  Majesty's  Subjects.     I  am  very  much  obliged 

:  communication  of  the  different  circumstanceB  that 

aiog  in  the  Adriatic,  mentioned  in  your  said  letter  and 

»k,  which  have  been  received,  together  with  copies  of 

roresti's  letter,  and  tlie  paper  which  accompanied  it ; 

fee  list  of  Vessels  boarded  by  the  j^Vrrow  as  stated  therein. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


Mcmy,  at  San,  'JSib  Jul*,  1W04. 

Sir, 
I  have  received  your  lelter  of  the  laih  instant,  acquainting 
with  your  having,  on  the  preceding  day,  captured  ihc 
ii'cplioii  French  Privateer,  mounting  two  brass  guns,  and 
■||«1  with  forty-seven  men.  In  luiswer  lo  which,  I  am 
■.^  much  pleased  with  your  succcjs  on  this  oct-asion,  and 
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hope  your  future  exertions  may  soon  enable  you  to  capture  or 

destroy  more  of  those  piratical  Privateers,  who  so  much  annoy 

our  Coasting  trade.     Your  log  and  weekly  account  have  been 

delivered  me  by  the  Captain  of  the  Fleet   Let  them  in  future 

be  transmitted  to  me.     I  am,  &c., 

Nelson  and  BbontSi 


TO  PATRICK  WILKIE,  ESQ^  AGENT  VICTUALLER,  MALTA. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  28Ui  July,  IBOi. 

Sir, 
I  have  received  by  the  ^tna,  your  letter  of  the  6th  instant, 
and  observe,  by  the  abstract  of  the  remains  of  provisions  therdn 
mentioned,  the  state  of  his  Majesty's  stores  under  your  chaigei 
which  will  meet  with  due  attention,  and  I  trust  be  soon  re- 
cruited with  every  species  of  provisions  fix)m  England,  by  the 
first  Convoy,  which  it  is  to  be  presumed  is  at  no  great  distance 
from  its  arrival.     I  observe  what  you  say  respecting  the  five 
hundred  pipes  of  wine,  contracted  for  at  Marsala,  and,  con- 
sequently, shall  approve  of  such  steps  as  the  Senior  Officer 
may  take  to  send  the  said  wine  to  England,     I  am  sorry  to 
obser>'e  that  the  wine  supplied  his  Majesty's  Ships  firom  the 
stores  under  your  charge,  is  excessively  bad  of  its  kind,  and 
very  much  inferior  to  what  we  receive  from  Gibraltar,  or  pur- 
chase in  the  vicinity  of  Rosas,  and  I  presume  higher  priced. 
I  therefore  desire  that  you  will  write  the  Contractor  on  the 
subject,  and  insist  upon  good  sound  wine  being  sent,  as  I  am 
satisfied  that  the  Faro  wine  is  excellent     You  will,  at  the  same 
time,  transmit  me  a  copy  of  the  said  contract,  that  I  may 
judge  how  far  a  public  remonstrance  to  the  Victualling  Board 
may  be  necessary  to  remedy  this  serious  evil.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bbonte. 

P.S. — In  future,  let  your  Returns,  or  Remains  of  provisions, 
&c.  in  the  stores  under  your  charge,  be  transmitted  to  mc. 


ST.  is.] 


10  NATUANILL  TAYLOR,  ESQ.,  NAVAL  OFFICER,  MALTA. 


Sir, 


[Letter- Bo«k.] 


Sen,  setb  July.  IttOJ. 


I  iuive  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  llic  6th 
ins'iiDt,  with  a  copy  of  the  list  of  cordage  undertaken  to  be 
i'lund  by  Mr.  Dyson  of  Syracuse,  also  a  list  of  canvas  and 
^'Bi\xT  which  you  have  ordered  from  Fiume,  for  the  use  of 
^'■^  Majesty's  stores  at  Malta,  together  with  a  list  of  canvas 
purchased  at  Maila  with  the  approbation  of  the  Senior  Officer, 
'"answer  thereto,  I  herewith  transmit  you  an  order  for  the  pay- 
ment of  tlie  canvas  purchased  at  Malta,  and  desire  to  ot)Bcrve, 
ilial  as  stores  are  now  arrived  in  the  Mediterranean,  it's  of 
little  consequence  whether  the  cordage  you  have  ordered  from 
Syracuse  is  received  or  not.     As  canvas  was  to  be  had  at 
Naples,  1  cannot  account  fur  your  having  ordered  such  a 
quantity  of  it,  and  other  stores,  from  Fiume,  on  your  return 
to  Naples  from  Malta,  as  there  appears  no  necessity  for  such 
a  measure;   and   my   instructions  only  justify  your    making 
inquiry  where  Naval  stores  may  be  had  in  case  of  emergency, 
and  not  to  purchase,  except  small  quantities,  and  that  in  cases 
only  of  absolute  necessity,  with  the  concurrence  and  authority 
of  the  Senior  Officer.     I  hope  your  conduct  on  this  occasion 
will  meet  the  approbation  of  the  Navy  Board,  and  that  the 
disbursement  of  the  Public  money  in  your  department  for 
every  article  purchased  may  be  perfectly  correct,  and  entirely 
lo  their  satisfaction. 

Id  future,  it  is  my  directions,  that  previous  to  the  purchase 
of  any  description  of  stores,  you  consult  with  the  Senior  Officer 
on  the  aecessty  thereof,  as  well  as  to  the  exact  quantity 
of  every  article  wanted;  and  upon  his  being  perfectly  and 
folly  bBtisfied  of  the  absolute  and  indispeuEablc  necessity  of 
■oeh  temporary  purchase,  you  arc  to  obtain  from  him  an 
order  for  that  purpose,  which  must  specify  the  particular 
quantity  of  evcrj-  article  intended  to  be  procured;  a  copy 
of  which  order,  &c.,  yon  will  transmit  to  me  immediately,  (in 
die  event  of  there  not  being  time  to  make  application  to  me 
in  the  first  instance,  which  is  always  to  be  done  when  prac- 
ticahlc))  and  also  an  account  fr^m  the  person  of  whom  the 
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])urchasc  is  made,  setting  forth  the  quuitity  and  price  oi  every 
article,  in  order  that  I  may,  on  any  future  occasion,  saUtf^ 
myself  with  the  correctness  thereof. 

I  approve  Lllirondelle's  being  fitted  in  her  present  stat^i 
and  hoj>e  she  will  soon  be  ready  for  active  service.    Her 
valuation,  and  a  list  of  the  remains  of  stores  under  your 
charge,  have  also  been  received.     I  am  very  much  surprieed 
that  directions  were  not  given  to  the  Master  of  the  Louisa,  to 
receive  the  lime  for  the  use  of  the  Fleet     Your  application 
ought  to  have  been  to  the  Senior  Officer,  who  would  have 
taken  the  necessary  steps  for  this  purpose.     I  shall,  however, 
direct  the  Agent  of  Transports  to  attend  to  your  request  on 
all  future  occasions.    The  Jolly-boat  for  the  Childers  has  been 
received,  and  also  the  Victory's  hammock-cloths;  but  I  am 
extremely  concerned   to  observe  the  inattention  which  they 
have  met  with  in  Malta  Yard.    They  have  been  badly  painted 
(if  it  may  be  called  painting),  as  it  is  all  run  in  flecks,  and  peels 
ofi^  with  the  least  touch.  In  addition  to  this,  a  considerable  part 
of  one  of  them  is  entirely  rotten.  The  want  of  these  hammock- 
cloths  will  be  severely  felt,  and  there  is  none  on  board  to  cover 
the  men's  bedding.     A  survey  shall  be  ordered  upon  them, 
and  a  report  thereof  sent  to  the  Admiralty  for  their  Lord- 
ships' consideration.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bbonte. 

P.S. — In  future,  let  the  monthly  return  of  the  stores  under 
your  charge  be  transmitted  to  me.  Your  letter  of  the  14th 
July,  acquainting  me  that  the  Jalouse  had  sprung  her  main- 
mast, has  been  received. 


To  CAPTAIN  SCHOMBERGi  H.M.  SHIP  MADRAS. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victon-,  at  Sea,  *a8th  July,  1801. 

Sir, 
I  have  received  your  letters  of  the  29th  June,  and  6th 
instant,  acquainting  me  that  the  Bittern  had  landed  Mr. 
Longford  and  suite  at  Trii>oli,  on  the  26tli  June;  transmitting 
me  a  list  of  Convoy  under  the  protection  of  the  Agincourt 
and  Thisbc  it  was  your  intention,  if  the  Agincourt 

had  not  ?  '•  sent  the  Niger  to  Gibraltar  with  the 
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■^pvonvoy,  on  account  uf  their  pcrishabio  cargoes ;  also,  that  it 
I      '9  Ihc  opiaion  uf  Sir  Alexander  Ball,  and  the  Officere  of  the 
Vaniat  Malu,  ihat  llic  Hirondellc  will  answer  better  in  her 
[>rcKnt  slate,  tlian  as  a  Schooner.     In  answer  to  whieh,  I  am 
perfectly  satisfied  with  the  orders  you  gave  Captain  Corbet, 
mid  am  very  glad  that  Mr.  Longford  and  suite  arc  at  last  Eufc 
anivcd  at  Tripoli.     The  list  of  Convoy  which  accompanied 
yourlaat-nientioned  letter  has  been  received;  and  your  inien- 
lions  of  sending  the  Niger  to  Gibraltar  with  the  Convoy, 
under  the  circumstances  stated  in  your  said  letter,  would 
have  met   my  approbation,  although   it   would   very  uiucli 
[butc]  interfered  with   my  arrangement,  as,  iu  the  event  of 
the  Agincourt  not  arriving,  I  bad  intended  the  Maidstone  to 
littvc  taken  the  Convoy  from  Alalia  to  England.     I  aui  per- 
fectly satisfied  with  the  Hirondelle's  remauiing  in  her  present 
■talc,  and  hope  she  may  soon  be  actively  cnip[oye<l  fur  tiie    ^ 
■tcrvicc  uf  Malta.     I  must  desire  you  will  direct  the  Masters 
of  any  of  the  Trans^wrta  coming  to  the  Fleet  with  stores  or 
provisions,  to  receive  such  articles  as  the  Naval  Storekeeper 

•Agent-Victualler  may  have  to  send  to  the  Squadron.  Mr. 
jloT  mentions  his  having  applied  to  one  of  the  Transports 
receive  twelve  barrels  of  lime,  which  he  declined  doing, 
oolwithstanding  he  had  previously  spoken  to  Captiiin  Lamb. 
I  am,  &c.  Nelson  and  Bhonte. 


»T0  CAITAIN  SCIIOMBERG,  H..M.  SlflP  MADRAS. 
[LrlWr  Book.] 

Vicwrr.  al  Sen,  -iSUi  Mj.  16U1. 

Sir, 

As  it  is  my  intention  to  appoint  the  Maidstone  to  convoy 

the  Trade  hound  from  Malta  to  England,  about  the  middle 

or  latter  end  of  September  next,  I  must  request  you  will  inform 

toe  aa  e^arly  as  possible  if  the  Trade  (whieh,  I  suppose,  cannot 

ly)  will  be  ready  by  that  time,  or  whether  a  fortnight 

T  will  answer  better,  in  order  that  the  Maidstone  may  be 

ft  by  the  period  yon  may  judge  proper  to  fix  for  tlieir 

and  you  will,  in  the  interim,  use  every  possible  exei-- 

cullcct  the  Merchant-Vessels  fi-om  Fiunic,  and  other 

II  the  Adriatic  and  Archipelago,  and  have  them  in 


linens  to  proceed  at  the  time  appoi 


itcd. 
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Tbc  Agent-Victniiller  having  applied  to  me  for  a 
or  Transports,  to  carry  five  hundred  pipes  of  ■ 
Marsala  to  England,  I  request  you  will  be  pleased 
such  Vessels  as  the  Agent  of  Transports  may  be 
home  to  proceed  to  the  above  place  for  the 
and  join  the  Convoy  before  mentioned.  And  I 
desire  that  you  will  in  future,  (in  case  (here  should 
sufficient  time  to  obtain  my  order  for  that  pur])Ose,) 
Naval  Storekeeper  to  fiirnish  you  with  the  particular 
he  may  want  to  piirchase :  and  after  yoiir  being  fully 
with  the  indispeos^blc  necessity  of  such  purchase, 
direct  it  to  be  made,  cnumemting  every  article  most 
on  the  said  order— a  copy  of  which,  together  with  iho 
so  ordered  for  purchase,  you  will  transmit  to  mc  for  myi 
fonuation,  as  1  am  by  no  means  satisfied  with  the  loose  msimcr 
these  purchases  arc  made  by  the  Storekee]>er.  I  trust  ih* 
stores  iliat  are  arrived  in  this  Country  from  England  "ill 
preclude  the  necessity  of  any  purchase  whatever  for  a  cob^ 
siderabic  time.  The  stores  ordered  fi-om  Fiume,  by  the  Nart* 
Officer,  appears  to  me  a  very  extraordinary  measure.  I  tdf^ 
&c.,  NEt,soN  AND  Bronte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  PHIUi'  l-AWB,  AGK.\T  FOii  TllANSPORT^  MALTA. 

[Ltller-BooV,] 

Victorv,  M  Sn,  ibtii  Julf,  IWL 
Sir, 
T  have  received  your  letter  of  the  7th  instant,  acquainting 
me  that  you  bad  ordered  the  Ellice  to  England,  under  convoy 
of  the  Agincourt,  and  transmitting  a  state  of  the  Prisoners  o( 
War  and  Transports  on  this  station.  In  answer  to  which,  I 
approve  of  your  havingseut  the  Eliice  to  England,  as  mentioned 
in  yoursaid  letter.  As  the  Naval  Storekeeper,  and  otberOflicers 
of  the  Yard,  have  frequently  occasion  to  send  things  to  the 
Fleet,  you  will  be  good  enough  to  direct  the  Master  of  any  of 
the  Transports  leaving  Malta  for  the  Squadron,  to  receive  such 
articles  as  either  of  those  Officers  may  have  to  send,  if  it  can 
bo  stow  ed ;  and  not  to  object,  as  was  lately  the  case,  on  the 
Naval  Storekeeper's  applying  for  twelve  barrels  of  lime  betsg 
received  for  conveyance  to  tbe  Fleet.     I  am,  &c.. 

Nelson  and  Bm 
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TO  WILLIAM  ^URSDE^',  ESQ.,  ADMIIULTV. 

rOflgtukI,  in  Ujc  KAminltj.} 

Vicmrj-,  at  Se«,  ai'ili  Jtilj,  ISW. 
Sir, 
Vaa  will  please  to  acquaint  the  Lords  Conitnissionen  of 

he  Admiralty,  that  his  Majesty's  Sbip  Arabuscade  joined  the 
■Squadron  this  moming,  and  that  I  have  taken  Captain 
Durban  end  the  said  Ship  under  my  command,  agrcciibly  to 

!i':ir  Lordships'  order  of  the  16th  May.  The  Ambuscade 
lins  brought  six  Vietuallers  and  two  Slore-shipB  under  her 
Cdiivoy  to  the  Fleet,  and  as  it  has  blown  a  gale  of  wind  for 
tbne  two  days  past,  and  atill  continues,  with  every  appearance 
if  iu  doing  80,  I  shall  proceed  immediately  with  the  Squadron 
w  the  Gulf  of  Pahna,  in  order  to  complete  the  provisions  and 
'»«cr  of  the  diSerent  Ships,  and  furnish  them  with  such  a 
[ifoportion  of  stores  as  the  quantity  sent  out  will  admit  of.  I 
whi  4c.  Nelson  awd  Bronte. 

to  slajor-gexeral  villettes. 

[From  Cluke  ud  M-Artiinr,  toI.  U.  p.  UTS.] 

[About  Jul)',  IBIU,] 

1  un  of  no  party :  I  hope  and  believe  that  any  Administra- 
"00  would  ever  act  to  the  best  of  their  judgment,  for  the 
l>OHpr  and  advantage  of  thpir  Country,  I  am  not  one  of  those 
^fio  tbink,  that  the  safety  of  the  State  depends  on  any  one,  or 
"pon  one  hundred  men ;  let  them  go  off  the  stage,  and  others 

I*oul(l  ably  supply  their  places.     I  am,  &c., 
^  Nelson  and  Bronte, 

b  to  mr.  r.  wilbraham, 

B  [t-'rgiu  Clarke  •dd  M'ArtUiir,  lal,  li.  p.  :i1\l.] 

[Aboiil  July,  I«(U.] 
The  coalition  of  parties  the  most  opposite  in  principles 
ought  not  to  EUrpnse  ua-  Windham  and  Fox  may  again  meet 
It  IIoLkham,  and  Pitt  join  the  party — such  things  are.  Poli- 
udans  are  not  like  other  men :  and  probably  all  other  men 
«fool(i  he  politicians,  if  they  had  the  sense.  1  am,  &c., 
^^B  Nelson  and  Bkonte, 
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TO  JAMES  DUFF,  ESQ.,  CONSUL  AT  CADIZ. 

[From  Clarkf  and  M*Arihur^  vol.  ii.  p.  379.] 

[About  July,  18IM.] 

I  live  in  hopes  yet  to  sec  Buonaparte  humbled,  and 
resuming  her  natural  rank  amongst  the  Nations,  whidi 
clever  scoundrel  prevents:  he  wants  to  have  her  revolutioni] 
or  that  he  should  have  more  money  for  preserving  the 
of  the  Spanish  Monarchy.     I  sincerely  hope  England 
Spain  will  long  remain  at  peace.     I  am,  &&, 

Nelson  and  BiuniTEi 

TO  THE  CAPTAIN  OR  COMMANDER  OF  ANY  OF  HIS  MAJESlrt 
SHIPS  OR  VESSELS  PROCEEDING  FROM  GIBRALTAR  TO  EKO- 

LAND. 

[Order-Book.] 

Victor}',  at  Sea,  Gist*  July,  1801. 

Whereas  Mr.  M^Donough,  his  Majesty's  late  Consul  at 
Tripoli,  intends  proceeding  to  England  by  the  first  opportu- 
nity from  Gibraltar,  You  arc  hereby  required  and  directed  to 
receive  the  said  Mr.  M^Donough,  his  servant,  and  baggage, 
on  board  his  Majesty's  Ship  under  your  command,  and  give 
them  a  passage  to  England,  with  such  accommodation  as  his 
situation  entitles  him  to,  bearing  them  on  a  supernumerary  list 
for  victuals,  at  whole  allowance  of  all  species,  during  their 

continuance  on  board. 

Nelson  and  Bbonte. 


% 


TO  THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE  THE  LORD  MAYOR. 

[From  "  The  Anuual  Register,"  vol.  xlvi.  p.  415.    "  Tuesday,  .'Hst  July.    p.m.  At 

7*40,  shortened  soil  aud  cnrae  to  in  FtUma  Bay.     Squadron  anchored  here 

Changed  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  Viscount  Nelson's  Flag,  Blue  at  the  Fore  to 
White."'  "Wednesday,  1st  August,  a.m.  Rear- Admiral  Sir  Richard  Bickorton 
changed  from  White  at  the  Mizeu,  to  Red ;  and  Rear-Admirol  Campbell  from  Blue 
at  the  Mizeu,  to  \Vliite."] 

Victory,  August  Ist,  1S(U. 

My  Lord, 
This  day,  I  am  honoured  with  your  Lordship's  letter  of 
April  9th,  transmitting  me  the  Resolutions  of  the  Corporation 

«  H\v,  but  more  probal,ly  the  /r*/  of  July,  as  it  follows  the  order  to  Captaiu 
Pettet,  of  that  date,  in  p.  \Y^^  ante. 
'  Vide  vol.  V.  p.  51.']. 
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of  London,  thanking  ine  as  commanding  the  Fleet  blockading    I 

Toulon.     I  do   assure  your   Lordship   tliat   there   is   not  n 

man  breathing  who  sets  a  higher  value  upon  the  tlianks  of 

liis  Fellow- Citizens  of  London  than  myself;    but  I  shonid 

'■■:el  as  much  ashamed  to  receive  them  for  a  particular  service 

m*rked  ia  the  Resolution,  if  I  felt  that  I  did  not  come  within 

lUat  line  of  service,  as  I  should  feel  hurt  at  having  a  great 

-A    Victory  passed  over  without  notice.     I  beg  to  inform  your 

J  Lonbhip  that  the  Port  of  Toulon  has  never  been  blockaded 

T  bj  tue :  <|nite  the  reverse — every  opportunity  has  been  offered 

liie  Enemy  to  put  to  sea,  for  it  is   there  that  wc  hope  to 

rcaliie  the  hopes  and  expectations  of  our  Country,  and  1  trust 

tiiatihey  will  not  be  disappointed. 

Your  Lordship  will  judge  of  my  feelings  upon  seeing  that 
all  the  Junior  FI^-OfEcers  of  other  Fleets,  and  even  some  of 
tlie  Captains,  have  received  the  thanks  of  the  Corporation  of 
Wdoti,  whilst  the  Junior  Flag-Officers  of  the  Mediterranean 
fleet  are  entirely  omitted.  I  own  it  has  struck  me  very 
fnreibly:  for,  where  the  information  of  the  Junior  Flag-Officers 
and  Capta'uis  of  other  Fleets  was  obtained,  the  same  informa- 
lion  could  have  been  given  of  the  Fiag-Officera  of  this  Fleet 
nnilitie  Captains;  and,  it  is  my  duty  to  slate,  that  more  able 
""i  xealoiis  Flag-Officers  and  Captains  do  not  grace  the 
^niisb  Navy,  than  those  I  have  the  lionour  and  happiness  to 
'■oiomantL 

II  likewi-ie  appears,  my  I-orJ,  a  most  extraordinary  cir- 
''iiimiance,  that  Sir  Richard  Bickerton  should  have  been,  as 
■'iwnd  in  Command  in  the  Meditcrr.inean  Fleets,  twice 
pnssed  over  by  the  Corporation  of  London :  once  after  the 
i^ptian  Expedition,  when  the  First  and  Third  in  Command 
were  thanked,  and  now  again!  Conscious  of  high  desert, 
inilead  of  neglect,  the  Rcar-Admiral  resolved  to  let  the 
matter  rest  until  he  could  have  an  opportunity  personally  to 
all  upoQ  the  Lord  Mayor,  to  account  for  snch  an  exlra- 
nlinary  omission ;  but  from  this  second  omission,  [  owe  it  to 
ir.t  excellent  Officer  not  to  pass  it  bj'.  I  do  assure  your 
i.ortUhip,  that  the  constant,  zealous,  and  cordial  support 
1  hsvc  had  in  my  Command,  from  both  Rcar-Admiral  Sir 
1  Bickerton  and  Rcar-Admiral  Campbell,  has  been 
I  as  colls  fiirlli  all  my  thanks  and  admiration.  We  have 
^iSttred  together  the  constant  attention  of  being  fourteen  months 
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at  sea,  and  are  ready  to  share  the  tlangera  and  glory  of 
of  Battle;  therefore,  it  is  impossible  that  I  can  crcr 
myself  to  he  separated  in  Thanks  from  such  supports 
have  the  honour  to  remain,  with  the  very  highest  n 
your  Lordship's  most  faithful  and  obedient  servant. 

Nelson  jmu  Bbow 


TO  THE  MASTERS  OF  HIS  MAJESTY'S  SHIPS  ^ICTOaif,  Alb 
AND  PHCEBE.' 


AbSP 


[Order-Dook.] 
Viutorf,  OulC  of  Palma,  Sanliiiin,  Snd  Aag 
Captain  Bayntun,  of  bis  Majesty's  Ship  Leviathan,  I 
represented  to  me  by  letter  of  this  dale,  that  in  reci 
bread  from  the  Atnlty  Transport,  a  bag  of  it,  said  to  o 
!12lbs,  by  accident  fell  overboard  into  the  sea,  and  t 
consequence  of  the  great  swell  and  the  Boats  pitchin] 
siderably,  the  said  bag  of  breatl  was  completely  wei 
thereby  rendered  unfit  to  issue,  and  requested  a  i 
thereon  ;  You  are  hereby  required  and  directed  to  rep 
board  bis  Majesty's  Ship  Leviathan,  and  strictly  and  cai 
survey  the  bag  of  bread  complained  of  as  above,  takinj 
to  sec  every  particle  of  it  particularly  picked,  and  th« 
wiped  otf,  in  order  that  as  much  as  poseible  of  it  m 
saved  for  further  use,  reporting  to  me,  from  under  your  1 
a  very  correct  and  distinct  account  of  your  proceedings  1 
stating  the  quantity  that  may  be  fit  for  issuing,  which  yt 
leave  in  charge  of  the  Purser  for  that  purpose,  and  aJs 
unserviceable  bread  to  be  dried,  and  returned  into  hi 
jesty's  Store ;  and  you  are  fiirther  hereby  directed  strie 
inquire  whether  blame  is  to  be  attached  to  any  indivlcli 
the  said  loss,  in  order  that  it  may  he  charged  again 
growing  wages. 

Nelson  and  Bro« 

*  "  Aa  soon  aa  llils  lellrr  tru  uiuli'  \nMlt,  Mr,  Dixon,  Coniniuii  Coiinoilm 
to  «ll  111*  newi[>B|Mn  no  eiplnnaiion.  wliipli  stiled  lb>t  tlic  ■  VoU  ot  Tb 
AdmiraJi  CorDwiiIlii  null  Tlioruborougli.  {ira|ioiieii  by  LiBueU,  waa  MM 
Aldermaa  Curtis,  will.  »  Vol.-  at  Tlimiks  lo  Lord  Nelioii.  The  worUiJ  Al 
it  BCsniB.  wlio»  good  motiTm  cunniil  b«  doubted,  did  not  linppcn  lo  reocl 
niiiiir<i  if  llip  Offiren  neilj^^ggpd." — Amnal  Brghlt^,  int.  xlrt.  p.  4' 

ed  bMBUae  tlioj  eliow  lUe  m 

nliiuli  Lord  NeisoD  ftif^^^g^^^  dcuuis  ct  liii  t^oaiuuid,  and  tii« 
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TO  CAPTAIN  R09ENHAGEN,  H.  M.  SI.OOP  LA  SOPHIF.. 


Sir, 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  7th  July,  with  a  Journal 

of  La  Sophie's  proceedings  from  15th  April  to  Slat  May  last: 

il«),  a  list  of  a  Vessel  detained,  and  since  condemned  in  the 

Vice-Admiralty  Court,  at  Gibraltar.     Your  letter  of  the  8th 

ultimo  has  also  been  received,  together  with  a  hog  of  your 

:!f,iceedings  since  your  leaving   the   Fleet.      In   answer  to 

'liich,  I  am  very  much  pleased  with  your  success  in  the  de- 

'ention  of  the  Vessel  above  alluded  to,  and  hope  the  sentence 

mdcmoation  may  be  confirmed  in  England.     Your  in- 

ftligable  escrliong  for  the  protection  of  our  Commerce,  and 

Hniction  of  the  Enemy's  Privateers  has  my  entire  appro- 

■  Mon;  and  I  trust  on  your  return  from  Malta,  that  your 

rodeavoiirs  for  the  destruction  of  those  Pirates  may  be  more 

ntcctsBful     I  am,  &c., 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  COMMISSIONER  OrWAY,  GIBIIALTAR. 


Sir, 


d  Aiipi-I,  IMOl. 


Lieutenant  Lloyd  commanding  the  Guerrier  Prison-Ship 
'laving  for  the  greater  protection  of  our  Traile,  and  destruction 
wl'  ihe  Enemy's  Privateers,  requested  that  I  would  place  a 
Uim-Boat  under  his  immediate  command, — as  his  request 
iippears  to  have  the  gootl  of  his  Majesty's  Service  fur  its 
oliject,  I  have  no  objections  to  a  Gun-Boat  being  placed 
under  his  orders,  provided  they  are  under  your  directions, 
and  no  reason  remains  with  you  to  the  contrary.  Encl(»ed  is 
ui  extract  of  my  letter  on  this  subject  to  Lieutenant  Lloyd,  for 
jKHur  frinbcr  information,     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  GORE.  H.M.  SHIP  MF.Dl'3A. 
[Leiim-BtKik.] 

Victan-,  Giiirof  Paimii,  Angasl  9ihI,  IML 
Sir, 
I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  Uth  July,  with  Ihe 
Report  of  Survey,  and  two  letters,  therein  mentioned.  In 
answer  thereto,  I  am  very  sorry  for  the  hurt  Mr.  Noot  hss 
received ;  and  perfectly  satisfied  with  your  having  taken  Mr. 
Bridges,  the  Boatswain  intended  for  the  Phoebe ;  and  herewith 
transmit  you  a  Warrant  appointing  him  to  the  Medusa.  With 
respect  to  Mr.  Ford,  the  Gunner,  whom  you  represent  as  a 
worthless  man,  and  incapable  of  doing  his  duty,  I  have  only 
to  observe  that  if  you  can  invalid  him,  I  will  appoint  either 
the  Gunner  of  Halcyon  or  Sophie,  if  you  particularly  desiie 
it, — otherwise  send  you  a  Gunner  from  the  Squadron  the 
moment  you  apply  to  me  for  that  purpose :  and  I  shoukl 
suppose  Eo  worthless  n  character  would  be  glad  of  getting 
away  with  his  Warrant,  sooner  than  risk  a  Court-Martial.  ^ 
am,  &c., 

Nbl3on  and  Bronte, 


TO  CAPTAIN  HEXUV  W.  PKARSE,  II.  M.  SLOOP  HAI.CVOX. 

[L«ltCT-BDDk.] 

Viotory,  Qnlf  of  Palina,  3nd  Auguit, 


m^ 


I  have  received  your  letters  of  the  dates  and  purport 
mentioned,  \h. : — 

Of  the  24th  of  May,  acquainting  me  with  your  having,  on 
the  16th  of  that  raontb,  proceeded  lo  Faro,  with  the  Mails  for 
Gibraltar,  and  that  on  your  return,  on  the  24lh,  near  Tarifa, 
you  fell  in  with  three  Settees,  under  Spanish  colours,  whose 
conduct  and  manoeuvres  soon  proved  to  you  they  were 
French  Privateers ;  that  after  firing  upon  them  they  pulled 
towards  the  shore  ;  and  that  two  of  them,  in  attempting  their 
escape,  were  drove  on  the  reefs,  one  of  which  was  entirely 
lost,  and  the  other  got  off  by  the  Spaniards,  and  transmitting  a 
1-og  of  your  pr^  5n  the  occasion,  for  my  information. 

And  of  the  -transmitting  a  Log  of  the  Halcyon's 
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pToceedings,  firom  1st  March  to  30th  June,  enclosing  two  lists 

of  Vessels  detained  by  the  said  Sloop.     In  answer  to  which,  I 

am  very  much  pleased  with  your  conduct  against  the  Enemy's 

Privateers,  or  rather  Pirates,  before-mentioned,   as  well  as 

with  your  detention  of  the  two  Vessels,  and  hope  they  may 

r  answer  your  expectations.     Your  future  exertions  for  the  pro- 

I  tectioQ  of  our  Trade,  and  destruction  of  the  Enemy's  Privateers, 

I    within  the  limits  of  your  Station,  will,  I  trust,  be  unremitting, 

:    ud  attended  with  success.     I  am,  &c., 

I  Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  COMMISSIONER  OTWAY,  GIBRALTAR. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory,  Golf  of  Palma,  2nd  August,  ISai. 

Sir, 
I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  20th  June  last,  together 
with  a  copy  of  your  letter  to  Captain  Ry  ves,  and  his  answer 
thereto,  on  the  subject  of  the  impossibility  of  refitting  the 
Gibraltar,  agreeable  to  their  Lordships'  direction,  in  con- 
sequence of  which,  you  had  recommended  Captain  Ryvcs's 
proceeding  immediately  to  England.  In  answer  to  which,  I 
wn  very  much  pleased  with  your  having  sent  her  to  England, 
as  I  never  approved  of  the  partial  and  ineflScient  refit  intended 
^J  the  late  Admiralty  order  to  you.     I  am,  &c.. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


^UEUTEXANT  ROBERT  LLOYD,  COMMANDING  HIS  MAJESTY'S 

PRISON-SHIP  GUERRIER. 

[Letter- Book.] 

Victory,  Gulf  of  Palma,  2nd  August,  1804. 

Sir, 
I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  lOth  July,  acquainting 
file,  that  on  the  28th  May  last,  you  assisted  with  the  Guerrier's 
Boat  at  the  capture  of  a  Polacca  Ship,  part  of  whose  cargo 
Im«  since  been  condemned  as  French  property,  in  the  Vice- 
Admiralty  Court  of  Gibraltar,  and  that  you  considered  your 
joint  assistance  in  the  said  capture  as  entitling  you  to  share 
fcr  the  Prize.      In  answer  to  which,  notwithstanding  the 

TOL.  n.  K 
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Privatcer^s  Boat>  mentioned  in  your  said  letter,  booded 
Polacca  Ship  first,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  pi 
the  Ciucrrior's  Boat  intimidated,  and  most  probaUyii 
the  |ioople  on  board  that  Vessel,  to  give  her  up  without 
unco ;  and  therefore,  if  tlie  Judge  has  not  decided 
-Yon>   1  should  most  certainly  have  considered  you 
to  share,  fn)m  the  circumstances  stated  in  your  said  letter; 
judgment  having  passed,  I  must  give  full  credit  to  the  seul 
satisfied  that  the  i)urity  of  our  laws  embrace,  and  mi 
weigh,  all  circumstances  before  sentence  is  given.     In 
answer  to  your  letter  on  the  subject  of  placing  a  Gun-l 
under  your  order,  for  the  greater  benefit  of  his  Majeftj^l 
St»r\-ice,  I  have  no  objections  to  this  measure,  provided  Com-i 
missioner  Otway  (under  whose  charge  I  presume  they  m^ 
and  to  whom  I  have  written  on  the  subject)   sees   no  in^j 
pn>priety  therein ;  and  therefore,  should  the  Commissif 
dvvm  it  pn»iH^r  to  do  so,  you  are  to  receive  his  instructionlr| 
on  all  services  when  it  may  l)e  necessary  to  employ  the  Gun- 

lioat  alluded  to.     I  am,  &c.. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

r»)  roMMissioxF.u  otway,  Gibraltar. 

I  LrttrrDook.  1 

S 
.  ir, 

I  have  rtHvivcd  vour  several  letters  of  the  dates  and  pur- 
port luuler  mentioned — viz.,  [here  follow  the  dates  and  purport 
of  the  munen>us  letters  alluded  to.]  In  answer  to  your  several 
above- men! ioneil  letters,  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  with  vour 
iiKjuirv  intv)  Mr.  V  ne«2:leet  of  duty,  in  refitting  the  Phoebe ; 
but  by  ni>  means  with  his  eonduct,  either  on  that  occasion,  or 
in  the  valuation  of  the  Ambuseade.  So  fine  a  Frigate,  and  so 
lately  repaired  as  she  was,  to  be  only  in  value  equal  to  the 
Haley  on,  is  extraordinary  indeed,  and  leaves  upon  my  mind 
no  very  favourable  opinion  of  ^Ir.  C 's  judgment,  particu- 
larly as  the  nuists  of  the  said  Frigate  were  considered  by  the 
Ollieei-s  at  Portsmouth  Yard  more  than  one-third  under  their 
real  vahie.  I  am  very  much  obliged  by  the  enclosures  which 
accompanied  your  several  letters.     The  abstracts  made  of  the 
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'-,  as  mentioned  in  yours  of  the   lOtli  ultimO)  do  not 

y  notice  of  Mr.  Itoss,  Boatswain  of  the  Halcyon,  beiug 

witliout     leave.     Allhuugh    it    appears,    by    Cuptain 

hca  letter,  that   he   left  that  Sloop  on  the   23rd  day  of 

'   last,    the    said   3[r.    Ross  docs    not    cither   appear 

I  un  the    abstract  for  March  last.     Tiie  Prevoyaute's 

iding  ^as  very  properly  sent,  as  it  will  enable  uie  to 

t  dependence  can  be  had  on  your  stores.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bbonte. 


]  BIK  ALbXANDkR  JOHN  BALL,  BART.,  MALTA. 

CFnim  Clvkc  uul  M'Aitliar,  vol.  ii.  p.  IITH.] 

Nn!  Aii(iii3t,  INIU. 

I  lliave  received,  my  dear  Bail,  your  sketch  of  the  views  of 

t  Ficncii  in  the   Mediterranean,  on  the  whole   outline  of 

I  I  perfectly  agree  with  you,  and  on  the  smaller  part 

;  oaly  shades  of  difference.     My  opinion  of  the  views 

■ll  Kissia  has  long  been  formed,  and  to  tiiis  moment  I  see 

■  ntrvtbin^  she  docs  works  to  the  same  cnd^the  possession 

i*/nll  Kiirn[>caii  Turkey,"   I  have  delivered  my  opinion  when 

I  in  Ei\<;Uind,  how  this  plan  of  Russia  might  be  turned  to  much 

■)^a^llage  for  us,  and  how  it  would  operate  against  France.   I 

<»  the  imjKtrtance  of  Malta;  but,  ray  friend,  I  fancy,  I  also 

*  how  fur  its  imjwrtance  extends:  on  this  point  wc  may 

'■  r,  but  wc  both  agree  that  it  never  must  be  even  risked 

<•£  iuKr  the  bands  of  France Look  at  the  position  of 

riinin;  I  have  luuehed,  I  recollect,  before  upon  That  subject, 
.  vou  should  be  Viceroy.  I  have  teamed  the  folks  at  home, 
I  fear  in  vain.  Algiers  will  be  French  in  one  year  after  a 
-L-e:  ytwi  see  it,  and  a  man  may  run  and  read;  that  is  the 
L  of  Buonaparte.  Respecting  Egypt,  I  agree  with  you 
'^cUy.     And  now,  my  dear  Ball,  I  will  not  plague 


I  now, 

|r  nonsensical 

Touche, 


ideas  t 


\  and  ha 


mly  to 


1  his  letter  to  Paris," 


ItLrttor,  nliicli  imiiinJI)'  ^tb  great 
Bfcjyolly  alladal.  Elie  folluwmg  i*  it  cap; ; — 

'■  Aliunl  du  BiK'MiLiuin 
1b  •Jii  Fniiul 


Lurd  Nl':«i.ii,  Mid  to  *lu<ili 
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•Ml    I   T\r.   rviv  'rrni  fcyn   on  June    14th,  will  give  me  aa 
•ri'ir:-    v     r  ^-r..  :  ,:  rxiy  account  betore  I  go  home,  which 

IJII.  Xc. 


•r-:;cr  deterred,   or  I    fhall    never  go.    I 


Xelsox  axd  Bboxte. 


I-     r=;\  '>: :.  e.*?'^..  malta. 


'i  "^  •«  ■-^ 


•\.  .> 


^  .., 


*   1 


•.  % 


•  ^ 


I      i 


t    »    • 


.V 


I   ■ 


%;;*•* 


•^. 


■\'  • 


•  V 


\  • 


"*    >.• 


;      ■•    :  -     :.u:.i..*-i    ^  <' .      It.  r.-lc   -Mlt*  thA 

-I  •.  1 :.    •.  :  -iv  I-   i.  I  f  •■.r.l  a:  tU  !'■'-:  i>ftcf 

,....(  .    •  r-  ■*  "•%  f  ■r'».kr'itd.      I  d;.l  tl  ♦•  -aaw  tf 

"••  I.-  I      •  -    A   r-   *«:v-r:il  f-r  L«.»r>l  N»N-'n.  :L*u  »^ 

■:  .'i  t" -••  :  "  ;  i:  «a.-  fr^ni  I..i  I'vucLf  Irt- 
.'•.  -. .;        .  .  l-r  :-'..:'•,  wL:cii  I  f  .rwHiii- d  :•>  !•«* 

^     ."!:'.••>•.   ir-i  I  •k/inr'vkards   rtcel>td  ibe  fol- 

\  ..  :..ry.  An.'-:*:  Mni.  IN>4. 

-  ■  '.   ^v  V  '.ir  letter  of  Julv  7th,  and 
-    .::-.'  'A  I'.o,  I  5uppo<e.  not  knowing 
-.•;:j  I  :^  Miiltii.     I  most  perfecllj 
^"v  ::    -rc^u'.arltv  of  our  Post  OfliceB 
•  :v.*..:-C  thciu  tl-vs  not  onlv  not 
".      •  .    •'  I  a;i<   :•   ::;cdJlo  or  rccom- 
:     •'   •     '■  -V        I    h-re    v»ni    lift    voui 
.  *••    ■•  l.r  '.::-.'.  v.h:  :irc  not  at  voui 
.  .  -•...  ...   \r^   1.  ok    from  Naples 

^     \:      >     :.*  C  ;:'.s:j.n:inople.     Wit! 
•    •>-.'■  ..r  •■'  .:c::  oV'.iiicd  scrN'ant, 

N*  '..S«  N   AND   BrOXTE. 

■■    »  •    ■■  -^     ■  "v   :'":  ^.•Ti'''*  i'l:  •''•I 

'     - :  !■  -         "  .1-  •   t  Hi.. r?  *.     1 

^     '.••>.■.    I-    {'■  ^.l•:^^r"l' 

•  ,'  •  ^»  .■-■»■.■.■••.■.   ■.  1.  cy.ii 

•  ■       •  ■        ■  — 

.  -   ^-^    .1. 


«         « ■ 


t    .  s 


■  "    >-.l' 


\       »      . 
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TO  COUNT  MOCENIGO,  AT  CORFU. 

[From  Clarke  and  M'Arthur,  vol.  ii.  p.  381.] 

[Aboat  4tli  Augast,  1804.] 

In  Sea  affairs,  nothing  is  impossible,  and  nothing  impro- 
bable.    I  am,  &c.. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

to  john  palmer,  esq. 

i  [Antograph,  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Palmer.] 

My  dear  Sir,  victory,  August  4th,  1804. 

lam  favoured  with  your  kind  letter  of  May  17th,  and  if  it 
had  been  in  my  power,  I  should  have  readily  kept  your  good 
son'  in  the  Mediterranean ;  but  we  have  no  Sloops  here.  I 
congratulate  you  upon  the  Earl's  promoting  him  before  he 
quitted.  I  wish  he  had  thought  of  my  nephew.  I  hope  the 
Ministiy  will  get  us  an  honourable  Peace :  we  want  one  for 
numy  reasons ;  and  for  none  more  than  for  an  opportunity  of 
getting  our  Navy  in  order  again.  When  you  see  Lord  Lans- 
downe,  I  beg  my  kindest  respects  to  him,  and  believe  me  ever, 
nij  dear  Sir,  your  most  obliged  servant. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  admiral  sir  ROBERT  KINGSMILL,  BART. 
[Autograph,  in  the  possession  of  Sir  John  Kingsmill.] 
My  dear  Kingsmill,  victory,  August  4th,  1804. 

It  gave  me  a  twitch  of  pleasure  to  see  your  handwriting 
■ptin;  and  believe  me,  my  dear  friend,  that  there  is  nothing 
4»tyoQ  can  desire  me  to  do,  that  I  should  not  fly  to  do  with 
^  greatest  pleasure.  Can  I  forget  all  your  former  kindness 
to  me  ?  No,  Horatio  Nelson  is  (all  that  is  left  of  him)  the 
*une  as  you  formerly  knew  him ;  nor  do  I  forget  all  Mary's 
Booduess  to  me. 

Bastard'  is  a  very  fine  young  man,  and  I  will  remove  him 

*  Aftenrarda  Ci^tain  Edmund  Palmer,  C.B.     Vide  vol.  ii.  p.  440. 
'  lieutenant  John  Bastard,  second  son  of  Edmund  Bastard  of  Kitley,  in  Devon- 
'^Etq.:  he  died  a  Post  Captain,  in  January  1835. 
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out  of  the  Bomb.  Indci>endcnt  of  your  friendship,  Mr.  Bastard/ 
Member  for  Devon,  is  a  character  that  we  must  all  respect  for 
his  high  worth  and  principles.  I  can  readily  believe  the  pleasure 
you  must  have  had,  in  meeting  some  of  my  friends  at  good 
Admiral  and  Mrs.  Lutwidge's.     I  am  sorry  to  tell  you  that 
my  health,  or  rather  constitution,  is  so  much  shook,  that  I 
Vloubt  the  j>ossibility  of  my  holding  out  another  winter,  with- 
out asses'  milk,  and  some  months'  quiet;   then  I  may  get  od 
another  campaign  or  two;  but,  my  dear  Kingsmill,  wheal 
riui   over   the   under-mentioned   wounds — Eye   in    CorsicSi 
Belly   off  Cape    St.    Vincent,  Arm  at  Teneriffe,  Head  in 
Egypt — I  ought  to  be  thankful  that  I  am  what  I  am.     If  Mon- 
sieur La  Touche  will  give  me  the  meeting  before  T  go  home, 
it  will  probably  finish  my  Naval  career.     He  is  ready,  and, 
by  their  handling  their  Ships,  apparently  well  manned ;  but  1 
command,  for  Captains  and  Crews,  such  a  Fleet,  as  I  never 
have  before  seen ;  and  it  is  impossible  that  any  Admiral  can 
be  happier  situated.     Rotten  Ships  neither  rests  with  me  no^ 
them.     God  bless  you,  my  dear  Kingsmill,  and  believe  m  ^ 
ever  your  most  faithful  and  affectionate  friend. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  SIR  EVAN  NEPEAX,  BART. 

[From  Clarke  aiid  M'^Vrtlnir,  vol.  ii.  p.  381.] 

August  4th,  1804. 

You  will,  I  am  sure,  see  with  regret,  that  my  shattered 
carcase  requires  rest.  The  leaving  this  Fleet,  where  every 
one  wishes  to  please  me,  and  where  I  am  as  happy  as  it  is 
possible  for  a  man  to  be  in  a  Command,  must  make  me  feel ; 
but  I  owe  to  my  King  and  Country,  and  to  myself,  not  to  let 
the  Service  suffer  upon  my  account.  I  have  not  interest,  nor 
can  I  expect  to  be  permitted  to  return  in  the  Spring  to  this 
Command.  Yet  is  this  place,  perhaps,  more  fitted  for  me 
than  any  other — but  I  submit  All  my  wishes  now  rest  that 
I  may  meet  Monsieur  La  Touche  before  October  is  over. 
I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

*  John  PoUex^  ^,,.^  „„^,^  ^^  Lieutenant  Bastaid. 
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TO  SIR  ALEXANDER  JOHN  BALL,  BART. 
[Antognr&pb,  in  the  poKsession  of  Miss  ColIinBon.] 

Victory,  AugtiHt  6th,  1804. 

My  dear  Ball^ 

This  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  Mr.  Curtis,'  who  goes 

Acting-Captain  of  the  Jalouse,  during  Captain  Strachey's 

going  on  shore  for  the  recovery  of  his  health.    Curtis  will  be 

confirmed,  therefore,  you  may  safely  call  him  Captain  Curtis. 

He  is  Sir  Roger's  only  son,  and  I  think  Sir  Roger  the  most 

i    likely  person  to  take  my  place ;  and  I  think  him  the  fittest  for 

il    He  is  an  able  Officer  and  conciliating  man.     Captain 

Parker  of  the  Amazon  I  believe  you  know :  he  is  only  to 

be  known  to  be  loved,  both  as  an  Officer  and  a  Gentleman. 

■     Ever,  my  dear  Ball,  yours  most  faithfully. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  WILLIAM  PARKER,  H.  M.  SHIP  AMAZON. 

[Order-Book.] 
Victory,  Gulf  of  Ptdma,  Sardinia,  5th  August,  1804. 

Memorandum. 
It  is  my  directions  that  you  receive  on  board  the  Amazon, 
the  crew  of  a  Vessel  detained  by  the  Donegal,  and  give  them 
*  passage  to  Malta,  that  they  may  share  the  fate  of  their 
»e8seL    You  will  also  receive  a  French  gentleman,  who  was 
found  a  passenger  in  the  said  Vessel;  and  on  your  arrival 
Ml  Valetta  Harbour,  you  will  carry  him  to  Sir  Alexander  Ball 
for  examination,  and  if  there  does  not  appear  anything  sus- 
picious or  improper  in  his  conduct,  he  may  be  allowed  to 
proceed  to  Corfu,  agreeable  to  his  intentions.     It  is  not  my 
wish  that  he,  or  the  people  above-mentioned,  should  be  treated 
as  Prisoners,  but  that  care  should  be  taken  of  them.     You 
will  also  receive  the  Officers  named  in  the  margin,  on  board 
the  Amazon,  together  with  such  other  persons  as  may  be 
going  to  Malta  from  the  different  Ships,  victualling  the  crew 
and  French  gentleman  found  on  board  the  detained  Vessel 

*  Now  Bear-Admiral  Sir  Lucius  Curtis,  Bart.,  C.B.,  eldest  son  of  the  late  Admiral 
Sir  Bo^er  Cortia,  Bart.,  G.C.B. 
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before  mentioned,  at  two-thirds,  and  the  others  a(  full  J 
ance  of  all  species  of  provisions,  during  their   paa 
Malta. 

N>i:i,SON  AND  Bm 


TO  CAPTAIN  RICHARD  iiHSSEV  MOl'aR.lV.  II.M.  SHIP  A 

[OnI«r-Book.] 
Viciui}',  Golf  of  Pilmi.  SardiniA.  <llL 

You  are  hereby  required  and  directed  to  take  his 
Ships  named  in  the  margin,'  under  your  cummand, 
ceed  immediately  with  them  to  Rendezvous  No.  102, 
you  wilt  find  the  Niger,  and  most  probably  the 
and  two  Transports  with  water  for  tlie  Squadron.  Yovi 
as  early  after  as  possible,  reconuoitre  the  Enemy  at 
leaving  the  Niger  and  Bombs  with  the  Transports  on  the| 
Rendezvous ;  and  you  will  deliver  my  letter,  herewith 
mittcd,  together  with  a  copy  of  this  order,  to  Captain  ~ 
that  he  may  give  thera  to  Captain  Ilargood,  on  the  Bellei 
joining  him,  in  case  she  should  not  have  done  so  previous  to 
your  getting  there.  You  will  also  desire  Captain  IJillyarto 
acquaint  the  Captiiiiia  of  the  Bclleisle  and  Kent,  or  any 
Vessel  that  may  be  in  search  of  me,  to  remain  on  RendeEvoiu 
No.  102,  as  I  ahaJl  proceed  with  the  Squadron  lo  that  place 
this  evening,  or  to-morrow  morning  early,  should  ihe  wind 
continue  from  the  Eiislward ;  but  if  from  the  Westward,  I 
shall  go  to  Pula,  in  order  to  complete  the  Squadron  with  water. 
You  will,  therelbre,  in  the  event  of  rhc  Enemy  having  put 
to  sea  from  Toulon,  take  these  circumstances  into  aecouDI, 
and  dispatch  a  Vessel,  without  a  moment's  loss  of  time,  with 
directions  to  her  Commander  to  look  into  this  anchorage,  and 
at  Pula.  Not  finding  the  Squadron  at  either  of  those  places, 
he  must  judge  from  the  wind  aud  weather,  where  it  is  most 
likely  to  fall  in  with  it,  in  its  way  to  the  he  fore- mentioned 
Rendezvous,  and  proceed  in  search  of  it  with  the  utmost  dis- 
patch. NEI.SON  AND  BkONTE. 
•  PLcebe.  SeiiLnrse. 


TO  CAPTAIN  CORK,  H.M.  SHIP  MEDUSA. 


I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  12th  ult.,  with  copies  of 
Jour  two  letters  to  his  Esccllencj  the  Marquis  de  Solano, 
Gmcmor  of  Cadiz,  and  to  Mr.  Frere,  his  Majesty's  Minister 
aiMiuirid;  also,  the  several  documents  which  accompanied 
ilicm,  ^letting  forth  the  enormities  and  unlicensed  outrages  of 
tlic  French  Privateers,  together  with  the  papers  transmitted 
Jim  by  Sir  Tliomas  Trigge  on  the  same  subject.  In  answer 
thereto,  I  beg  to  say,  how  sensible  I  am  of  the  interest  you 
I  III  taken  on  this  occasion,  for  the  good  and  protection  of 
i  Trade  of  his  Majesty's  Subjects  against  the  unprincipled 
"(luft  of  the  French  Pirates ;  and  hope  it  may  in  some  degree 
cbcck  them  in  futnrc,  though  I  much  fear  while  Spain  and 
Portugal  remain  in  their  present  state  of  quiet  and  fearful 
iJijeelion  to  the  tyrannical  yoke  of  France,  little  else  but 
fflsilst  depredations  can  he  expected.  Your  persevering 
widuci,  however,  on  this,  and  on  every  other  occasion,  has 
^3  CDtire  approbation.     I  am,  &c., 

Nelson  and  Brontr. 


TO  CAITAIN  GORE,  H.M,  SHIP  MEDUSA. 

[!.ener-Dook.] 

Viclory,  Gulf  of  Palmii,  lilli  Aiigiial.  1N(U. 

Sir, 

I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 

'"  uIl,  with  copies  of  the  several  orders,  and  Log-Buok,  &c  , 

"■ctn  mentioned,  and  to  express  my  full  approbation  thereof. 

'II  gliid   to  find  the  Halcyon  is  completely  repaired,  and 

!  'iiicularly  so,  that  Captain  Pearse'a  conduct  meets  your  ap- 

Thc  inactivity  of  that  Stoop  reached  me  through 

tent  channels ;'  but  I  am  satisfied,  from  yoiu'  account  of 

tate  of  the  Halcyon,  that  blame  is  not  imputable  to  her 

AaDdcr,  and  I  request  you  will  tell  him  so.     I  am  very 

•  Vide  p.  10,  Mle, 
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much  pleased  with  your  having  carried  Captain  Layi 
Linbon,  and  that  he  and  Captain  Whitby  were  so  forlui 
to  get  a  pussBge  to  England  in  the  Fl^^ard,  as  well  t 
your  exertions  to  procure  men  at  Lisbon  and  Oporti 
hope,  on  some  future  oecasion,  you  nill  be  more  foitl 
You  were  perfectly  right  in  taking  the  fifteen  eupernoi 
from  the  Poulette,  as  her  Commander  will  be  able  to  p 
some  men,  while  he  ia  waiting  for  the  Convoy  from  I 
The  station  you  occupied  with  the  Medusa,  ~ 
Halcyon,  for  the  protection  of  the  Ambuscade  and  C 
was  a  very  proper  one,  and  such  as  would  not  fail  to  3l 
ihvirsafcty.  Your  intentions  to  destroy  the  Enemy's  ~ 
and  other  Vessels  in  the  Gut,  I  hope  may  be  attended! 
Bucrvss,  At  any  rate  much  credit  is  due  fur  the  attempts 
I  feel  much  pleasure  in  acknowledginff  the  very  great  a 
your  unwearied  exertions  and  perseverance  have 
to  the  Trade  of  bis  Majesty's  Subjects,  as  well  as  to  i1ib3 
Btruc^liou  of  the  Pirates  who  infest  the  vicinity  of  Gib 
I  urn,  &c., 

Nelson  and  Bsokt&  J 


TO  TItE  COMMISSIONERS  OF  THE  TR,*XSPORT  HOARD.  LONDOlf. 

[Oil|[iuil,  id  •Cm  Bwonl  UfllnadhcTover  or  I^Dilon.  "  TdsbiIii;,  7ili  AngoM, 
imU.  Al  4-.1t)  A.M.,  «d^«il.  u  did  all  ilu  Squadron,  uid  mude  all  uil.  At  10 
r.M,.  aughond,  Wcdnrsdij.  SUi  Aagnal.  vvigLifd  uid  iuiul«  ftil.  Al  V>i(0.  u- 
diomt  111  PuU  Baub.  in  iar  Uatf  of  Cagliari.  wiUi  ibc  S^tudron.  Ai  I'lA, 
■•luted  bla  M»jwl)-'»  CodaiiI  iU  C«gli»ri  wiili  uine  pius.  nu  Us  cnnuiig  on  boud, 
and  (giiB,  U  "-Ift,  oil  Ilia  goiug  •w»j."' — Piirlifrsr'i  i*?.] 

Viclorj.  ■!  Sm,  -ih  August.  IWU. 
Gentlemen, 
It  hiiving  been  represenled  to  me  by  the  Captains  of  the 
Squadron,  that  the  coals  supplied  their  respective  Ships  from 
the  Harmony  Transport  at  the  Madnlena  Islands  in  May 
lost,  were  nearly  one-eighth  short  of  their  measure,  I  wrote 
to  the  Officers  of  Malta  Yard,  a  copy  of  which  letter  is  here- 
with enclosed,  together  with  the  Report,  and  ray  answer 
thereto,  by  which  it  appears  that  sixty  chaldrons  of  coals  were 
short  of  the  quantity  which  ought  to  have  been  delivered  to 
the   respective   Pursers  of  the    Squadron   be  fore- mentioned. 
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;  rraudoleut  conduct  of  Mr.  ■ ,  Master  of  the  said 

)ort ;  I  therefore  desire  to  observe  the  propriety  of  a 
t  eiamplc  bciiig  made  of  this  man,  for  such  a  dishonest 
;  and  of  the  very  great  necessity  of  giving  the  most 
i  instructions  to  the  Masters  of  all  future  TranEports, 
)Ut  to  the  Fleet  with  coals,  to  give  just  measure  in  the 
f  of  them  to  the  respective  Ships,  and  not  avail  them- 
•  of  any  false  pretence,  or  the  pressing  necessity  of  quick 
Itcb  to  rob  the  individual  of  his  property.     I  consider 
— 'b  conduct  the  more  reprehensible,  as  the  weather 
B  fair,  the  water  smooth,  and  his  Vessel  taken  alongside 
I  tub  Ship  at  the  Madalena  Islands  for  delivery. 

The  coaU  arc  in  store  at  Malta,  and  I  have  written  the 
CotnmisBioners  for  Victualling  on  the  subject,  that  they  may 
giw  the  respective  Pursers  credit  for  the  quantity  they  have 
Iwn  BO  defrauded  of;  and  have  at  the  same  time,  directed  the 
nSicers  of  Malta  Yard  to  consider  them  as  Government's  and 
'-•-  tilcm  accordingly,  transmitting  to  your  Board  and  to  the 
'  "iiiiniHsiotiers  for  Victualling  an  account  thereof.  I  am,  &c., 
Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEK.  KSQ,  ADMIRALTY. 
[UriKiniil.  in  llie  Ailmirilty.] 

VidiHiy,  m  Sel^  7ili  Aiigufll,  IWM. 

Sir, 
Your  letter  of  the  15th  May,  with  the  Commissions  therein 
mpiniuned,  appointing  me  Vice-Admiral  of  the  White  Stjua- 
ilrun;  Sir  Richard  Bickerton,  Bart,  Rear-Admiral  of  the 
h"i;  George  Campbell,  Esq.,  Rear-Admiral  of  the  White  ; 
and  George  Murray,  Esq.,  Rear-Admiral  of  the  Blue:  also  a 
t'oinmiseion  continuing  Rear-Admiral  Murray  Captain  of  the 
ITcct  under  my  command,  together  with  one  promoting  the 
HuDourable  Josccline  Percy'  to  be  Lieutenant  of  the  Medusa, 
hvtswer  thereto,  you  will  please  tu  acquaint  their  Lord- 
""  h  that  the  Commissions  to  the  Flag-Officere  above  inen- 
dluve  been  delivered,  and  that  the  Honourable  Lieu- 

n  t  Svir-Admirul  uf  ihc 
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iritiutt  Percy's  shall  bo  s«nt  to  him  tlie  fiist  opporttu 
lo  <iibni)ttur.     My  Serr«l»ry  hns  beco  directed  to  r 
Fmw  lUArlcd  on  tbem  respectively,  and  to  accoonl  to  j 
Ottce  <ur  the  same.     I  nm  Sir,  Stc, 

Nelson  aesd  Bw 


TO  WILUAH  MARSDEN.  ESQa  ADMIRALTY. 


[Orifiuoi,  in  Um  Adminill;.] 


'Sir. 

1  have  rvceiTe*!  your  letter  of  the  15ih  May,  incit 
cwpy  ot  a  rvpreseiiiaiioii  from  the  Underwriters  at 
Cufl«>c-lIoiuie  r\'s]M:>cttiig  itie  captures  made  by  the  £i 
Privalccrs  in  the  Adriatic:  also  inclosing  an  extract  of  «4 
from  a  gentleniaii  at  Trieste,  slating  tliat  the  Ship  B( 
been  capttiml  by  a  French  Privateer  off  the  Island  of  Chio 
in  consecjuctiee  of  her  having  been  incauliously  left  at  the 
entrance  of  the  Gulf  by  her  Convoy,  directing  me  to  nialtc 
inquiry  into  this  eirciinistance,  and  report  the  same  lo  yoih 
for  their  Lordships'  information,  and  further  directions. 

In  answer  thereto,  you  will  please  to  acquaint  the  Lord* 
Commissioners  uf  the  Admiralty  that  the  utmost  attention  boB 
been  iwid  lo  the  protection  of  our  Commerce  in  the  Adriatic 
and  Archiikelngo,  as  far  as  the  number  of  Frigates  and  Slot^ 
under  my  command  has  enabled  me,  (which  their  Lordships 
will  observe  by  the  DisjHeition  of  the  Squadron ; )  and  I  can 
say,  that  there  never  was  known,  at  any  one  time,  so  great  a 
number  of  Vessels  of  War  in  the  Adriatic  as  is  at  this  moment 
under  the  orders  of  Captain  Cracraft ;  hut  certainly,  if  two 
small  Frigates  or  large  Sloops  could  be  spared,  I  would  place 
one  at  Trieste,  and  another  at  Venice.  Such  arrangement  is 
not,  however,  in  my  power  at  present ;  and  to  reduce  Captaio 
Cracraft's  Squadron  would  leave  the  entrance  to  the  Adriatic 
without  a  sufficient  force  lo  prevent  the  Enemy  conveying 
Troops  into  the  Morea  at  pleasure. 

The  protection  afforded  the  Enemy's  Privateers  and  Row- 
boats  in  the  different  Neutral  Porta  in  these  seas,  so  contrary 
to  every  known  law  of  Neutrality,  is  extremely  destructive  to 
our  Commerce,  and  will  certainly  prove  so  in  spite  of  all  the 
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irhicb  can  l>e  brought  gainst  these  Pirates.  The  most 
■  orders  have  and  shall  be  given  to  the  Coaimanders  of 
irDTS  bound  from  Malta  up  the  Adriatic  and  Archipelago, 

E  the  Ships  and  Vessels  under  their  charge  iti  safety  to 
b  destinaticin,  and  inquiry  made  into  the  circumstances 
Boding  the  capture  of  the  Ship  Betsy,  before  mentioned, 
ri  report  made  accordingly.     I  am,  &c., 

Nur^ON  AND  BbONTE, 


[Letter- Book.] 


Gentlemen, 
I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  26th  March,  respecting 
the  claims  of  Mr.  Gibert,  Vicc-Consul  at  Barcelona,  for  his 
losses,  in  endeavouring  to  sup]>ly  l!ie  Fleet  under  ray  com- 
wand  with  wine ;  stating,  ar  the  same  time,  thai  you  consider 
the  investigation  into  the  said  losses  may  be  mure  eSicienlly 
" Loiuplislied  under  my  authority.  !n  answer  thereto,  I 
i^crnlio  take  the  said  wine  from  Mr.  Gibert  at  an  advanced 
|"iw,  previous  to  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Ford,  the  Agent  Vic- 
tulter  to  the  Fleet,  and  have  since,  through  him ;  but  Mr. 
Giben  vrill  not  fix  any  price,  and  only  wishes  us  to  take  the 
"ine,  which  has  been  since  kept  in  store  at  Rosas,  and  I 
■fc'iime  by  this  time  is  entirely  sour.  I  shall  make  another 
''Iii^ial  offer,  and  endeavour  to  bring  the  business  to  issue, 
'"rpsiili  of  which  shall  be  transmitted  to  your  Board.     1 


■'.  &c. 


Nelson  and  Bbomte. 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ.,  ADMIRALTY. 

[Origiuil,  in  Ote  Admirallf.] 


Sir, 


It  Sfi.  Tib  AupinL,  1804. 


r-I  herewith  transmit  you  a  copy  of  a  contract  entered  into 
T^Ooctor  Snipe.  Physician  of  the  Fleet,  and  Mr.  Gray,  Sur- 
■*  of  the  Naval  Hospital  at  Malta,  with  Mr.  John  Bn)ad- 


bent,  MercboDt  at  Messina,  fur  supplying  tturij  tbouiaDd 
gallons  of  lemon  juice,  for  the  ^ick  and  Hun  Boartl,  wbick 
you  will  please  to  lay  before  the  Lords  Cummissioncia  of  tin 
Admitalf y  fur  their  information,  as  it  appears  tu  mc,  frnni  lbs 
low  price  contracted  for,  lo  be  an  object  of  great  considenim 
in  the  Victualling  Department,  and  by  wbich  immense  bdoi 
might  be  saved  by  that  Board  in  tbeir  future  purchase  of  ihil 
article,  which  I  understand  from  the  Physician  of  the  Flwt, 
may  be  had  in  any  quantity. 

1  here  beg  to  observe,  that  Doctor  Snipe  went  &«* 
Malta  (where  he  was  on  senice)  to  Messina,  for  the  puipotf 
of  accomplishing  this  contract :  and  when  ii  is  considered  lb* 
lemon  jiuce  in  England  (if  so  it  may  be  called)  costs  ei^ 
shillings  per  gallon,  and  in  the  contract  before-mentioned 
only  one  shilling  for  the  real  juice,  it  will,  I  am  sure,  entitk 
Doctor  Snipe  to  their  Lordsliips'  approbation  for  his  conduct 
and  perseverance  on  tlie  occasion  ;  and  I  understand  from 
him,  that  Mr.  Broadbcnt's  profits  are  still  very  fair.  1  judge 
it  proper  to  remark  that  two  Pursers,  who  have  been  dlsmised 
their  situations  for  improper  conduct,  are  both  employed  at 

Malta ;  one,  Mr. ,  as  Agent  to  the  Hospital,  and  the 

other,  Mr.  - — ■ —  ,  as  Agent  to  the  Contractor  for  Prisoners 
of  War.  The  conduct  of  the  former  has  already  been  ex- 
tremely improper,  as  represented  by  Doctor  Snipe  to  the  Sick 
and  Hurt  Board;  and  it  will  naturally  occur  lo  their  Lord- 
eliips  the  impropriety  of  appointing  such  characters  to  Public 
situations  abroad. 

I  am  informed  it  is  the  intention  of  the  A^nt  to  the  Con- 
tractor for  Prisoners  of  War,  to  discontinue  giving  them  &edi 
beef,  and  lo  supply  them  with  salt  in  lieu,  on  account  of  the 
latter  being  so  much  more  reasonable  than  the  former.  I 
must,  therefore,  beg  to  observe  to  their  Lordshijis,  that  as 
Prisoners  of  War  are  not  allowed  wine,  the  giving  them  salt 
beef  instead  of  fresh,  will,  from  their  long  and  close  con6ne- 
inent,  naturally  produce  disease  and  very  dangerous  conse- 
quences; and  it  is  with  much  deference  I  take  the  hberty  of 
mentioning  to  their  Lordships  (that  as  Frenchmen  are  in  the 
habit  of  drinking  small  wine  in  their  own  Country)  the  pro- 
priety of  allowing  Prisoners  of  War  a  certain  quantity  each 
per  day.     I  am,  &c 

Nelson  and  BftONTB. 


[UUCT-Booli.] 


Viciory.  *I 


isl,  lSO-1. 


Getilltmcu, 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  27tli  April,  acquainting 
OB  ihst,  in  consequence  of  directiuns  from  the  Lords  Com- 

misioocrs  of  rlie  Admiralty,  you  had  dismissed  Mr. 

noiu  ihc  situation  of  Dispenser  at  Gibraltar  HoBpital,  and 
ippoinied  Mr.  Christie  in  his  room.  In  answer  thereto,  lam 
tttiemely  happy  thai  a  character  so  dangerous,  not  only  to 
^  individual,  but  also  to  the  Fublic  Service,  is  dismissed 
bm  it  with  disgrace  ;  and  1  hope  it  may  be  a  warning  to  all 
u>  tutwrtlinate  situations,  and  prevent  them  irom  attempting, 
■y  nicb  infamous  means,  to  succeed  in  their  advancement,  at 
■ht  expense  of  sacrificing  the  upright  and  honest  man.  I 
W,&c 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


;)  TAITAIN  .lOHX  GORE,  II. M.  SHIP  MKOLSA. 

[LmieT-Booi.] 

Viclofy,  Bt  Spb,  Till  Aiigusl.  IW-l. 

Sr, 
lU  no  General  Order  can,  un  all  occasions,  embrace  the  good 
■'f 'he  individual,  and  at  the  same  time  prevent  his  Majesty's 
^rvico  from  beiftg  imposed  on,  by  the  invaliding  improper 
'ijpct?,  (too  frequently  done  lo  fjel  clear  of  bad  and  wortKlesa 
'iiifBclcru,)  my  order  of  the  10th  May,  directed  to  ihe  Senior 
OlGcer,  was  meant,  as  much  as  possible,  to  do  away  this  iast- 
"Kutioned  custom  ;  and  to  prevent  every  Senior  Officer  from 
onlering  Surveys  at  Gibraltar  Hospital,  when  they  thought 
pwper,  and  by  no  means  intended  to  preclude  discreet  Officers 
from  holding  Sur\eys  on  proper  objects.  You  will,  there- 
^°tv,  order  such  men  to  be  examined  as  may  appear  to  you 
pfoper  ubjccis  for  invalidinji,  and  continue  to  do  so  on  all 
t  occasions  when  you  may  deem  it  necessary ;  but  I  have 
1  the  Sui^on  of  the  Hospital  to  consider  my  said  order 
D  force,  except  when  you  might  think  proper  to  direct  it 


otherwise,  so  that  this  service  is  enlirelj  at  joui ^ 

and  I  must  desire  that  no  olbet  Officer  may  interlere  « 
I  am,  &,c. 

Nelbon  akd  Bnosi] 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEX,  ESQ.,  ADMlRALn'. 


Sir, 
I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  I4th  May,  acqi 
me  that  their  Lordships  had  ordered  Captain  Durl 
furnished  with  two  Time-keepers,  and  that  he  has 
himself  with  instruments  necessary  for  making  obsei 
and  surveys,  their  Lordships  intending  that  he  should 
ployed  in  the  Black  Sea,  for  the  further  purposes  coi 
caled  in  your  said  letter.  In  answer  to  which,  youwilLi] 
to  acquaint  their  Lordships  that  with  Sir  Evan  Ni 
ter  to  me,  of  the  28th  September  last,  was  transmitted 
of  a  letter  from  Count  Woronzow,  the  Russian  Minister: 
Court,  to  Lord  Hawkcsbiiry,  and  of  one  from  Count  Alexaode' 
Woronzow,  at  St.  Petersburg,  prohihiling,  in  the  strongest' 
manner,  the  navigation  of  the  Black  Sea,  by  any  descrip-^ 
tion  of  Armed  Vessels.  Under  such  instructions,  it  is  im- 
possible that  their  Lordships'  intentions,  communicated  to 
me  in  your  letter  be  fore -mentioned,  can  for  the  present  be 
put  in  force;  and  I  am  also  informed  that  there  is  an  objec- 
tion, on  the  pRrt  of  the  Porte,  to  any  Ships  passing  beyond  the 
Seven  Towers,  without  a  particular  convention.  On  this 
subject  I  have  wrote  to  Mr,  Stralton,  our  Minister  at  Con- 
stantinople.    I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Broktb: 


TO  WILLIAM  MAIISDE.V,  ESQ.,  ADMIRALTY. 

[  Lei  Wr- Book.] 


I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  9th  April,  with  the  in- 
closure  therein  mentioned,   from   the    Spanisli    Klinister   to 
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Lord  Hawkesbury,  complaining  of  the  conduct  of  the  Com- 
nuuMler  of  the  British  Privateer  Les  Deux  Freres,  in  capturing 
a  Spanish  Vessel  close  off  the  Port  of  Palamos,  in  Catalonia, 
and  signifying  to  me  their  Lordships'  direction  to  make  the 
necessary  inquiry  into  the  circumstances  therein  stated,  and 
take  sQch  steps  as  the  case  may  require.  In  answer  thereto, 
joa  will  please  to  acquaint  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the 
Admiralty,  that  if  I  had  the  least  authority  whatever  in  con- 
trolling the  Privateers,  whose  conduct  is  so  disgraceful  to  the 
British  Nation,  I  would  instantly  take  their  Commissions 
from  them ;  but  as  Naval  Commanders  have  no  power  over 
them  whatever,  I  am  obliged  to  hear  from  the  Sardinian 
Government  and  others,  of  their  daily  depredations,  without 
heing  able  either  to  check,  or  put  a  stop  to  it  The  only 
thing  I  can,  therefore,  do  in  the  present  instance  (as  I  have  in 
sereral  other  similar  ones)  is  to  transmit  your  letter,  and  its 
enclosure  to  the  Governor  of  Gibraltar,  that  he  may  take 
iQch  steps  as  may  appear  to  him  proper,  to  put  a  stop  to  the 
piratical  proceedings  of  such  a  hoard  of  sanctioned  robbers. 

Iam,&c 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  GEORGE  RYVES,  H.M.  SHIP  GIBRALTAR. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  7th  August,  1804. 

Sir, 
I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  15th  June,  together  with  a 
^y  of  the  one  therein-mentioned  fh)m  Commissioner  Otway; 
•"^d  I  am  very  much  pleased,  and  extremely  happy  that  you 
I*^>cceded  to  England  with  the  Gibraltar,  instead  of  re-joining 
*^  as  I  have  long  seen  the  necessity  of  that  Ship's  being  in 
**k.    lam,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


^ouvt 
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TO  HIS  EXCELLENCY  SIR  THOMAS  TRIGGE,  K.B. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory,  at  Seft,  7th  Angnst,  D 

Sir, 

I  beg  leave  to  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Seer 

Marsden,  dated  the  9th  April  last,  together  with  a  copy  c 

one   therein-mentioned,  from   the  Spanish  Minister  at 

Court  to  Lord  Hawkesbury,  respecting  the  conduct  o 

Commander  of  Les  Deux  Freres,  Privateer,  in  capturi 

Spanish  Vessel,  as  therein  stated.     It  is  not  necessary  fc 

to  point  out  the  disgraceful  conduct  of  the  Gibraltar  Privf 

in  these  seas,  as  so  many  circumstances  must  long  ago 

satisfied  you  with  this  truth.     I  shall,  therefore,  say  no 

on  the  subject;  and  only  beg  to  express  a  hope  that  the 

exemplary  punishment  may  be  inflicted  upon  the  delinqi 

when  the  enormity  of  their  crimes  can  be  proved  to  cc 

tion,  in  order  to  deter  them  from  future  depredation 

am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bron' 


TO  CAPTAIN  SIR  EDWARD  BERRY. 
[From  a  Copy  in  the  Nelson  Papers.] 

Victor}*,  August  8th,  1 

My  dear  Sir  Edward, 
You  must  think  that  I  took  your  offer  of  not  imsw 
your  kind  letter  of  March,  (which  I  take  to  mean  March 
but  I  only  received  it  by  the  Ambuscade,  which  only  ai 
ten  days  ago.  I  sincerely  hope  now  a  change  has  taken  ] 
that  you  will  get  a  Ship.  I  attribute  none  of  the  tyrai 
conduct  of  the  late  Board  to  Lord  St  Vincent  For  the 
I  have  a  sincere  regard,  but  he  was  dreadfally  ill-advisee 
I  fear  the  Service  has  suffered  much  from  their  conduct 
Faddy'  has  the  impudence  of  the  devil :  however,  I  have 
her  son  a  Lieutenant.  He  seems  a  smart  young  man,  t 
full-grown.  I  do  assure  you,  my  dear  Sir  Edward,  that 
letters  always  give  me  much  pleasure ;  and  I  have  no 

'  Vide  Tol.  iii.  pp.  7,  8,  127,  and  vol.  iv.  p.  403. 


iEr.45.]  LETTERS.  147 

cause  for  anxiety*  for  I  certainly  command  as  fine  a  portion 

of  Ships  as  are  in  the  Service.     Hardy  is  very  well  and  desires 

his  kind  remembrances.     Sutton"  is  stationed  at  Gibraltar:   I 

hare  not  seen  him  for  a  year  past     I  am  ever,  my  dear  Sir 

Edward,  your  much  obliged  friend, 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  THE  REVEREND  DR.  NELSON. 

[Autognph,  in  the  Nelson  Papers.] 

Victory,  August  8th,  1804. 

My  dear  Brother, 
Mr,  C.  B.  Yonge*  had  joined  the  Victory  long  before  your 
letter  was  wrote,  and  he  is  a  very  good,  deserving  young 
Mn,  and  when  he  has  served  his  time,  I  shall  take  the  earliest 
opportunity  of  putting  him  into  a  good  vacancy ;  but  that  will 
Dot  be  antU  October,  the  very  finish,  I  expect,  of  my  remaining 
^i  for  my  health  has  suffered  much  since  I  left  England, 
ttd  if  the  Admiralty  do  not  allow  me  to  get  at  asses'  milk 
^  rest,  you  will  be  a  Lord  before  I  intend  you  should. 
I  am  glad  the  vnne  was  good  and  acceptable.  I  have  been 
expecting  Monsieur  La  Toucbe  to  give  me  the  meeting 
every  day  for  this  year  past,  and  only  hope  he  will  come  out 
Wore  I  go  hence.  Remember  me  kindly  to  Mrs.  Nelson 
**d  believe  me  ever,  your  most  affectionate  brother. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

Voa  must  excuse  a  short  letter.  You  will  have  seen 
Monrieur  La  Touche's  letter*  of  how  he  chased  me  and  how  I 
**!•    I  keep  it ;  and,  by  God,  if  I  take  him,  he  shall  JEat  it  I 

*  CifCain  Stmnel  Sutton,  of  the  Amphion. 
Mr.  CharlM  B.  Yonge,  a  distant  relation  of  Mrs.  (afterwards  Countess)  Nelson : 
7  ^  appointed  Acting  Lieutenant  of  the  Seahorse,  on  the  12th  of  October  follow- 
^*  lad  appears  to  hare  died  between  1806  and  1809. 

'^p.  131,  note,  ante. 


l2 
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TO  ALEXANDER  DAVISON,  ESQ. 

[Autognpb,  in  the  possession  of  Colonel  DtTison.] 

Victory,  August  0th,  1804. 

My  dear  Davison, 

What  can  be  the  reason  that  since  the  Leviathan,  I  ha'' 
never  received  a  scrap  of  a  pen  from  you ;  but  as  I  know  tb 
I  have  a  box  missing  sent  me  by  dear  Lady  Hamilton,  I  ho] 
that  there  are  some  letters  from  you  in  it ;  for  I  should,  or 
dear  friend,  be  sorry,  could  I  either  think  that  you  take  to  hea 
your  present  uncomfortable  situation'  beyond  what  a  man  mu 
naturally  feel,  or  that  you  could  forget  for  a  moment  tl 
sincerest  of  your  friends.  We  all  know,  that  if  it  was  broug] 
forth,  that  I  am  sure  all  the  House  of  Commons,  and  I  da: 
say,  every  Freeholder  in  the  United  Kingdom,  would  be  wit 
you ;  for  *  directly  or  indirectly,  every  man  has  his  price.'  5 
said  Sir  Robert  Walpole.  Never  mind.  Do  not  take  it  i 
heart.  It  will  soon  pass  away,  and  I  shall  come  and  see  jc 
in  the  Christmas  holidays,  and  we  shall  laugh  at  the  event 

I  have  on  former  occasions  wrote  to  you  all  about  my  Mert( 
improvements,  that  I  am  sure  you  wull-  order  everything  to  1 
paid.  If  the  new  building  is  finished,  I  shall  have  a  ve 
comfortable  house ;  and  I  hope  the  Architect  has  made  tl 
passage  from  the  kitchen  to  the  servants'  hall.  I  would  n 
have  one  farthing  taken  from  the  hundred  pounds  a  mont 
for  any  of  these  improvements ;  and,  as  I  before  wrote  you, 
wish  to  have  them  in  a  separate  account,  that  I  may  know  t 
cost  I  am  expecting  Monsieur  La  Touche  (as  he  has  wroti 
letter  that  I  ran  away)  to  come  out  of  his  nest  The  wb 
history  was  too  contemptible  for«iy  notice,  but  I  have  thou^ 
it  right,  not  upon  my  own  account,  but  for  the  satisfaction 
the  Admiralty,  &c.  &c.,  to  send  a  copy  of  the  Victory's  Log: 
if  my  character  for  nnt  running  away,  is  not  fixed  by  t 
time,  it  is  not  worth  my  trouble  to  put  the  world  right  at : 
time  of  life ;  and  if  any  Englishman  has  believed  for  ( 
moment  the  story,  I  may,  to  my  friend,  say,  without  fear  of  be 
thought  arrogant,  that  they  do  not  deserve  to  have  me  se 
them ;  but  I  have  kept  Monsieur  La  Touche's  letter ;    anc 

*  Vide  vol.  ▼.  p*  143.  '  His  allowance  to  Ladr  Hamilton. 
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I  tiike  bim^  I  shall  either  never  see  him,  or,  if  I  do,  make  him 

Eat  his  letter — perhaps,  sovereign  contempt  is  the  best 

This  conveyance  will  carry  my  letter  for  returning,  for  the 

re-establishment  of  my  health,  for  a  few  months.     I  expect 

that  the  Admiralty  will  give  this  Command  to  some  other 

Officer,  and  not  allow  of  my  return,  if  I  am  able,  in  the  Spring. 

Bat  I  may  say,  as  the  famous  De  Witt  said,  ^  my  life  I  will 

fineely  risk  for  my  Country,  but  my  health  I  must  take  care  of.' 

If  the  mind  is  not  strong  from  good  health,  depend  on  it  the 

other  fiiculties  are  in  unison  with  it.     Asses'  milk  and  a  few 

Bumths  rest  may  do  much  for  me.     But,  my  dear  Davison, 

believe  me  for  ever,  at  all  times,  your  most  sincere  and 

t^tioDate  friend. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  JAMES  8YKES,  ESQ.* 

[Aitograpb,  in  the  possession  of  Rear-Admiral  Sykes.  "  Friday,  10th  August. 
^  n  A.1I.,  weighed  and  made  sail.  At  .'>'45  p.m.,  anchored.  Saturday,  11th 
^NtoL    At  5  A.M.,  weighed  and  made  sail"— Victory's  Log.'] 

Victorj',  August  9th,  1804. 

Dear  Sir, 
I  am  favoured  with  your  letter  of  May  18th,  regarding 
your  nephew ;  it  was  hardly  possible  for  a  young  man  to 
come  to  a  worse  station  for  promotion  than  the  Mediterranean, 
for  we  have  no  deaths.  If  the  French  Fleet  come  out  during 
^J  stay,  we  may  have  a  chance  for  promotion,  when  I  will  do 
^J  best  for  your  nephew,  if  our  success  is  equal  to  the  wishes 
0?  dear  Sir,  your  very  obedient  Servant, 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


*  Mr.  Sykes  was  a  respectable  Navy  Agent,  whose  business  devolved  upon  Messrs. 
W]»e|i  and  Son,  of  22,  Arundel  Street,  Strand,  to  whose  professional  ability,  in- 
t^Sritj,  tnd  personal  worth  the  Editor  has  sincere  pleasure  in  bearing  testi- 
wwy.  Mr.  Sykes'  nephew  is  the  present  Reai-- Admiral  Sykes,  mentioned  in  the 
JMee. 
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TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEX,  ESQ..  ADMIRALTY. 

[Original,  in  the  Admiralty,  and  autograph  draughts  in  the  possessioD 
Rev.  Henry  Girdlestone,  and  of  James  Young,  Esq.,  of  Wells.] 

Victorv,  at  Sea,  12tb  August, 

Sir, 

Although  I  most  certainly  never  thought  of  writing 
upon  Monsieur  La  Touche's  having  cut  a  caper  a  few 
outside  of  Toulon,  on  the  14th  of  June,  where  he  well  k 
could  not  get  at  him  without  placing  the  Ships  und 
batteries  which  surround  that  Port,  .and  that,  had  I  atl 
him  in  that  position,  he  could  retire  into  his  secun 
whenever  he  pleased,  yet  as  that  gentleman  has  tl 
proper  to  write  a  letter  stating  that  the  Fleet  under  mi 
mand  ran  away,  and  that  he  pursued  it,  perhaps  it  ir 
thought  necessary  for  me  to  say  something.  But  I  do 
you.  Sir,  that  I  know  not  what  to  say,  except  by  a  flat  c 
diction ;  for  if  my  character  is  not  established  by  this  ti 
not  being  apt  to  nm  away,  it  is  not  worth  my  time  to  a 
to  put  the  world  right.  It  is  not,  therefore,  I  do  assur 
Lordships,  with  any  such  intention  that  I  stain  my  pap€ 
a  vaunting  man's*  name,  and,  therefore,  I  shall  only  stat 
the  Fleet  I  have  the  honour  and  happiness  to  comman 
the  highest  state  of  discipline,  good  order,  good  humoi 
good  health,  and  that  the  united  wishes  of  all  are,  I  ac 
to  meet  Monsieur  La  Touche  at  sea :  then  I  ought 
doubt  that  I  should  be  able  to  write  a  letter  equally  si 
tory  to  my  King,  my  Country,  and  myself. 

I  send  you  a  copy  of  the  Ship's  Log.'     I  observe  thf 
the  return  of  Monsieur    La  Touche    into    Toulon 
noticed — so  little  must  have   been  thought   of  the    ] 
returning  into  Port  that  day,  more  than  any  other. 


*  Lord  Nelson  originally  wrote  **  coxcomb's,"  but  altered  the  word  to  "  i 

*  "  Which  I  have  never  seen  till  this  day.  I  observe  that  so  little  was 
of  Monsieur  La  Touche's  return  to  Toulon  harbour  more  than  any  other  t: 
it  is  not  even  noticed,  although^  by  the  bearings  at  Noon,  and  htitude^ 
were  but  four  miles  outside  the  Port,  where  he  was  snug  at  anchor,  and  th 
o'clook  we  attempted  to  get  at  the  Swiftsure,  which  was  the  only  Ship 
the  harboiir.''— ^iitoyrc^A  draught. 
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>Q  the  bearings  of  the  land  for  the  14th  and  15tb/  and  the 
ovements  of  the  Squadron  on  the  evening  of  the  14th  June. 
am,  SiCy  Nelson  and  Bronte. 

French  Fleet  under  Monsieur  La  Touche — Eight  Sail  of 
le  Line,  and  four  Frigates,  two  Frigates  and  a  Brig  in  Hieres 
ay,  who  joined  in  the  night. 

British  Fleet — Five  Sail  of  the  Line,  and  two  Frigates,  one 
which,  the  Excellent  74,  and  two  Frigates,  did  not  join  till 
le  middle  of  the  night,  having  been  sent  into  Hieres  Bay. 

From  6*10  to  7*28  p.m.,  the  British  formed  in  I  t>  «  ?, 

line  to  receive  Monsieur  La  Touche,  main-  -.  t-i  i* 

.,       ,  DoneiraL 

jpsail  to  the  mast  V  V"  t 

Movements  of  the  Squadron  on  the  evening  of  the  14  th 
line  1804. 

At  5*43  P.M. — Prepared  for  Battle. 
5*49  ....  Recalled  the  Excellent 
6*10  ....  Formed  the  Line  of  Battle. 
7*28  ....  Came  to  the  wind  together  on  the 

larboard  tack. 
7 '45  ....  Tacked  together. 
7*59  ....  Formed  the  Order  of  Sailing. 

•  Nelson  and  Bronte. 

'  **  And  tlBO  of  the  inclosed  Signals  mtde/'— JHi^ 

iqp 


Laying  to 


iSu,) 


.    .    TscktogeUier     •    .    •    •    7*40^ 

.     .    Beef  topsails. 

Alter  eourse  to  Port 
.    .     Keep  in  the  AdmiraTs  Waka. 
.    .    Fonn  Order  of  Sailing  .    •    7*08. 

MoTements  of  the  Squadron,  evening  of  Jane  lith:^ 
H.  M. 
6  43      18     ...     .    Prepared  for  BatUe. 

5  09  ....    Becalled  the  Excellent 


6  6  10  44  ...  .  Formed  Line  of  Battle. 

^  7  28  102  ...  .  Came  to  the  Wind  together  on  the  Larboard  Taek. 

I.  7  45  06  ...  .  Tacked  together. 

*3  7  00  72  ...  .  Formed  the  Order  of  Sailing. 


Sie.)        N:B — AH^SrM^nsiewff  I^i  Tsashs  toefccd 
Xliia  Ust  of  Signals  is  flrom  the  A^Oognph^  in  the  possession  of  Esrl  Nelson. 
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TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEX.  ESQ^  ADMIRALTY. 

[itriginal.  in  the  Adminltr,  and  **  London  Guene  "] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  12th  Angast,  1B(U. 

Sir, 

Herewith  I  transmit  vou  for  the  information  of  the  Lords 
Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  a  copy  of  a  letter  from 
('aptain  Donnelly,  of  his  Majesty's  Ship  Narcissus,  with  a 
copy  of  one  to  him  from  Lieutenant  Thompson  of  the  said 
Shi|),  detailing  the  destruction  of  several  of  the  Enemy's 
Coasting-vessels.  The  importance  of  this  service  may  be  but 
little,  but  the  determined  bravery  of  Lieutenants  Thompson, 
Parker,  Lumley,  and  Moore,  and  the  Petly-Ofiiccrs,  Seamen, 
and  Marines  employed  under  them,  could  not  be  exceeded. 
I  am  concerned  to  observe  that  Lieutenant  Lumley  has  been 
obliged  to  suffer  amputation  at  the  shoulder ;  but  I  have  much 
pleasure  in  adding,  that  this  fine  young  man  is  fast  recovering. 
His  sufferings,  I  am  sure,  will  meet  their  Lordships'  con- 
sideration. 

I  have  placed  Lieutenant  Moore  in  the  Seahorse,  and  given 
Mr.  Bedingfield,*  who  was  shot  through  the  hand,  a  Commis- 
sion for  the  ^Maidstone,  which  is  going  to  England  with  the 

first  Convoy.     I  am,  &c., 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  LADY  HAMILTON. 

[Trom  "  Lord  Nelson's  Letters  to  Lady  Ilamiltou,"  vol.  ii.  p.  0*2.] 

Victory,  Augtist  12tb,  ISCU. 

Although,  my  dearest  Emma,  from  the  length  of  time  my 
other  letters  have  been  getting  to  you,  I  cannot  expect  that 
this  will  share  a  better  fate,  yet,  as  the  Childers  is  going  to 
Rosas,  to  get  us  some  news  from  Paris — which  is  the  only 
way  I  know  of  what  is  passing  in  England — I  take  my  chance 
of  llic  post :  hut  I  expect  the  Kent  will  be  in  England  before 
this  letter,  and  by  which  Ship  I  write  to  the  Admiralty 
relative  to  my  health.  Therefore,  I  shall  only  say,  that  I  hope 
a  little  of  your  good  nursing,  with  asses'  milk,  will  set  me  up 

•  Vide  vol.  V.  p.  488. 
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for  another  campaign,  should  the  Admiralty  wish  me  to 
iL'tiini,  ill  the  spring,  for  unuilier  year;  but,  1  own,  I  ihiiik  we 
-imllhave  Peace, 

The  Ambuacade  arrived  tills  day  fortnight  with  our  Vic- 
tuallers, &c.,  and  very  acceptable  they  were.  By  her,  I 
[L'ceived  your  letters  of  May  I4lh,  22d<1,  and  3()th,  vid  Lisbon ; 
»nd  of  April  9th,  18th,  25th,  May  10th,  IStb,  29th,  June  Isl, 
Sill,  through,  I  suppose,  the  Admiralty.  The  box  you  meii- 
liott  is  not  arrived ;  nor  have  I  scrap  of  a  pen  from  Davison. 
The  weather  in  the  Mediterranean  seems  much  altered.  In 
July,  seventeen  days  the  Fleet  was  in  a  gale  of  wind.  I 
Ittve  olien  wrote  lo  Davison,  to  pay  for  all  the  improve- 
iientsttt  Mcrton.  The  new  building  the  chamber  over  the 
ditiiog-rooni,  you  must  consider.  The  stair  window,  we  set- 
tled, was  not  to  be  stopped  up.  The  under-ground  passage 
*ill,  1  iiupe,  be  made ;  hot  I  shall,  please  God,  soon  see  it  all  I 
'  We  wrole  you,  my  dear  Emma,  about  Iloratia;  but,  by 
'w  Kent,  1  shall  write  fully.     May  God  bless  you,  &c. 


TO  WILLIAM  M.^RSDEN,  ESQ.,  AD.MIRALTY. 


[llrigiaal,  iu  tlie  Admir&llv.] 


Sir, 


ll  Sea,  l-JOi  AHgoal,  IBM. 


<  Oil  will  please  to  acquaint  the  Lords  Commissioners  of 
'''*>  Admiralty,  that  the  Diligent  Transport  has  brought  out 
'■''Jcks  and  trowsers  for  the  use  of  the  Fleet  under  my  com- 
""Uiii ;  but  instead  of  their  being  made  of  good  Russia  duck, 
"^  Was  formerly  supplied  the  Seamen  of  his  Miijcsiy's  Navy, 
"'•^  frocbs  at  4i.  Sd.  each,  and  the  trowsers  at  4«.  per  pair, 
"">sesent  out  are  made  of  coarse  wrapper-sluff,  and  the  price 
""^■WMed— the  frocks  two-pence  each,  and  the  trowsers  three- 
'"fi«  per  pair,  which  makes  ihe  former  4s.  10(/.  and  the  ktlcr 
'■  3rf.  I  therefore  think  it  necessary  to  send  yuu  one  of  ca<h, 
'  order  that  their  Lordshi[>s  may  judge  of  their  quality  and 
i'lce;  and  at  the  same  time  beg  lo  observe,  for  their  informa- 
'**^»i,  that  the  issuing  such  coarse  stuff  to  the  people,  who  have 
"^*^U  accustomed  to  good  Russia  duck  cheaper,  will  no  doubt 
anon  murmur  and  discontent,   and  may   serious   conse- 
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quences.  I  therefore  am  most  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  the 
Contractor  who  furnished  such  stuff  ought  to  be  hanged;  and 
little  lees,  if  anything,  is  due  to  those  who  have  received  them 
from  him.  I  shall  say  no  more  on  the  subject,  as  their  Lord- 
ships will  naturally  see  the  propriety  of  this  evil  being  remedied 
as  early  as  possible.     I  am,  &c.. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

P.S. — Enclosed  is  a  letter  from  Captain  Hardy  of  the 
Victory  on  the  subject  of  the  frocks  and  trowsers.  TTie  Malta 
cotton  therein  alluded  to  is  sent  in  a  box,  with  a  sample  of  the 
Slops  lately  received  by  the  Diligent  Store-ship. 


TO  COMMISSIONER  OTWAY,  GIBRALTAR. 

[Autograph,  in  the  possessioD  of  Rear- Admiral  Inglefield,  C.B.] 

Victory,  August  14th,  1B04. 

My  dear  Sir, 

I  have  been  favoured  with  your  letter  of  July  14th :  the 
whole  of  your  conduct  is  so  correct,  that  I  can  have  no  doubt 
but  it  must  always  give  me  satisfaction.  With  the  various 
species  of  Stores  which  we  have  been  able  to  get  at  Naples, 
and  in  the  Adriatic,  the  Fleet  is  not  badly  supplied.  The 
canvas  and  cordage  at  Naples  is  excellent,  and  I  believe 
much  cheaper  than  in  England ;  but  I  rather  doubt  that  the 
Naval  Storekeeper  at  Malta  did  not  like  purchasing  at  Naples  so 
well  as  in  the  Adriatic;  and  therefore  doing  the  thing  publicly, 
occasioned  a  complaint  from  the  French  Minister.  Now 
I  am  upon  the  subject  of  purchasing  Stores,  I  feel  it  my  duty 
(if  you  think  you  are  authorized  by  anything  I  can  say)  to  urge 
your  visiting  the  Naval  Yard  at  Malta,  and  to  examine  into 
the  expenditure  of  the  Public  money.  All  may  be  correct 
there,  but  there  does  appear  to  me  very  great  irregularity.  I 
can  have  no  doubt  but  that  the  Admiralty  consider  you  as 
eligible  to  overlook  both  Yards.  If  you  have  not  that  power, 
you  either  should  have  it,  or  another  Commissioner  be  sent  to 
Malta. 

I  approve  most  fully  of  the  Gibraltar's  being  sent  home. 
She  ought  to  have  gone  years  i^o.  The  Kent  is  in  a  miserable 
state.     Superb  cannot  keep  the  sea  this  winter.     Renown  and 
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Tnumpb  ought  also  to  go  home :  ii  would  be  saviog  five  ^hips 
htttead  of  deetro^iD};  them.  I  shall  see  Ganges  and  Terrible. 
and  also  tny  friend  Oiway,'  wiili  great  pleasure,  although  from 
my  stote  of  health,  it  will  probably  be  under  another  Com- 
mander-in-Chief they  will  have  to  serve.  The  Maidstone 
goes  to  Malta  for  any  Etr.iggling  Merchant-Ships,  and  from 
thence  to  England.  We  have  nothing  new  here  :  seventeen 
days"  gale  of  wind  in  July,  I  am  always,  my  dear  Sir,  with 
the  highest  esteem,  your  much  obliged  Sei  vant. 

Nelson  and  Bkonte. 


TO  THE  HF.V.  ROBERT  ROLFE,  8AHAM  WATTON,  NORFOLK. 


[Autngnijib. 


1  the  {HJlBfBHiuv 


Df  the  RevEKnd  Raberl  RuUe,] 

Victory,  August  latb,  l&M. 


My  dear  Rolfe, 
Your  recommendation,  Mr.  BedingOetd,*  has  been  wounded 
in  tlie  hand,  which  the  Surgeons  say  will  go  off  wiili  only  a 
stiff  finger;  in  order  to  complete  the  cure  I  have  given  him  a 
Lieutenant's  commission ;  he  is  a  fine  young  man  and  bears 
an  excellent  character.  Remember  me  kindly  Lu  your  good 
mother,  my  aunt,  and  your  sister,  and  believe  me  ever,  my 

t  Rolfe,  your  aficctionate  Cousin, 
Nelson  and  Bronte. 
h. 


TO  CAPTAIN  8AMUE1.  SUTTON,  ILM.  SHIP  AMPHION. 


t^Antogrspb,  in  (be  poiii 


,tion  of  Caplain  Ith  Sullon.] 

Vicwry,  Aiigusl  In 


My  dear  Sutton, 
[  have  received  your  letters  of  June  17th  and  27th.  I 
thought  it  possible  you  might  wish  a  good  Seventy-four,  and 
one  at  that  time  I  thought  very  probable  to  be  vacant.  For 
Tour  own  sake  and  good  Hardy's,  I  wish  you  success ;  but  for 
QTSelf,  I  had  rather  hear  of  your  destroying  two  Privateers 
3  taking  a  Merchant-Ship  of  £20,000  value.     I  am  not  a 

•  Tbc  protnl  Admlial  Sir  fioben  WiJlei  Otw.y,  Bart.,  G.C.B. 
P  »  Mr.  BeaiDBfeliJ  w«"  "ounded  in  Uie  bo.«  of  hie  abip,  tb»  Nmiasaa,  in  mi  Wlwk 
«  SsIItci  on  the  nighl  of  Ibe  I  lUi  Inlf.  ISM. 
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money-getting  man,  for  which  I  am*  probably  laughed  at.  I 
am  but  very  so-so,  and  probably  you  will  soon  see  another 
Commander-in-Chief  in  the  Mediterranean.  But  wherever 
I  am,  believe  me  always,  dear  Sutton,  your  much  obliged 
friend. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  HIS  ROYAL  HIGHxVESS  THE  DUKE  OF  CLARENCE. 
[From  Clarke  and  M'Artbur,  vol.  ii.  p.  081.] 

15th  August,  18U4. 

If  anything  the  least  new  was  to  occur  here,  your  Royal 
Highness  is  sure  that  I  should  have  written  to  you ;  but  we 
have  an  uniform  sameness,  day  after  day,  and  month  after 
month — gales  of  wind  for  ever.  In  July,  we  had  seventeen 
days  very  severe  weather ;  the  Mediterranean  seems  altered. 
However,  with  nursing  our  Ships,  we  have  roughed  it  out 
better  than  could  have  been  expected.  I  have  always  made 
it  a  rule  never  to  contend  with  the  gales ;  and  either  run  to 
the  Southward  to  escape  its  violence,  or  furl  all  the  sails  and 
make  the  Ships  as  easy  as  possible.  Our  friend  Keats  is  quite 
well ;  in  his  own  person  he  is  equal  in  my  estimation  to  an 
additional  Seventy-four ;  his  life  is  a  valuable  one  to  the  State, 
and  it  is  impossible  that  your  Royal  Highness  could  ever  have 
a  better  choice  of  a  Sea  friend,  or  Counsellor,  if  you  go  to 
the  Admiralty.  Keats  will  never  give  that  counsel  which 
would  not  be  good  for  the  Service.     I  am,  &c.. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDExV,  ESQ.,  ADMIRALTY. 

[Original,  in  the  Admiralty,  and  autograph  draught  in  the  posseasion  of  the 

Rev.  Henry  GirdleHtone.] 

[No  date;  bat  about  the  l^th  August,  1804.] 

Sir, 
It  is  with  much  uneasiness  of  mind  that  I  feel  it  my  duty 
to  state  to  you,  for  the  information  of  their  Lordships,  that  I 
consider  my  state  of  health  to  be  such  as  to  make  it  absolutely 
necessary  that  I  should  return  to  England  to  re-establish  it. 
Another  winter,  such  as  the  last,  I  feel  myself  unable  to  stand 
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A  few  moatbs  of  quiet  maj  enable  me  to  serve  J 
tin  next  spring;  and  I  believe  that  no  Officer  is  more  anxious  ] 
terve  than  myself.     No  Officer  could  be  placed  in  a  more  1 
triable  Command  than  the  one   I  have  the  honour  to  be 
and  no  Command  ever  produced  so  much  happiness 
la  Commander-in-Chief,  whether  in  the  Flag-Officers,  the 
japtains,  or  the  good  conduct  of  the  Crews  of  every  Ship  in 
1  this  Fleet;  and   the   constant   marks  of  approbation  for  my 
conduct  which   I   have  received   from  every   Court   in   the 
Mediterranean,  leave  mc  nothing  to  wish  for  but  a  belter  state 
of  health. 

I  have  thought  it  necessary  to  state  thus  much,  that  their 
LordsbJ[)e  mi^ht  not  for  a  moment  suppose  that  I  had  any 
uneasiness  of  mind  upon  any  acconnL  On  the  contrary, 
every  person,  of  all  ranks  and  descriptions,  seem  only  desirous 
to  meet  my  wishes,  and  to  give  me  satisfaction.  I  must,  there- 
fore, intreat  their  Lordships'  permission  to  return  to  England 
for  the  re-establishment  of  my  health,  and  that  their  consent 
may  reacli  me  as  soon  as  possible,  for  I  have  deferred  my 

i application  already  too  long.     I  have  the  honour,  to  be,  &c., 
Nelson  and  Bbontg. 
1: 


TO  VISCOUNT  MELVILLE. 


L  [Autognpli  il 


!lfl  Rev  ere  nd  Hear;  Oiidleslonv,] 
ilorj,  [»buut  Aiignat  l,1t|],  ISOl.] 


My  dear  Lord, 

Nothing  but  what  I  think  an  absolute  necessity,  your  Lord-  ' 
ship  will,  I  trust,  believe,  could  have  induced  me  to  write  to 
the  Board,  de^ring  permission  to  return  home  in  order  to  re- 
establish my  health,  and  which,  I  flatter  myself  a  few  months' 
quiet,  and  asses'  milk,  will  restore  to  me  in  a  certain  degree, 
and  enable  me  to  serve  again  next  spring,  either  here,  where 
I  have  served  nine  years,  or  wherever  the  Board  may  tliink  fit 
to  employ  me.  I  therefore  request  yonr  Lordship's  influence 
with  the  Board,  that  they  may  grant  me  their  permission, 
before  the  winter  gets  loo  far  advanced. 

I  know  there  are  many  Admirals  desirous  of  this  Command, 
with  better  health,  and  probably  with  greater  abilities  than 
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myself^  but  none,  my  dear  Lord>  allow  me  to  say,  without 
being  thought  vain^  who  will  ^rve  with  more  zeal ;  therefore 
I  can  hardly  expect,  should  even  my  health  be  perfect,  to  be 
allowed  to  return  to  this,  my  favourite  Command :  but  should 
any  such  plan  occur  to  your  Lordship,  it  is  my  duty  to  state, 
and  it  is  well  known  to  the  Board,  that  the  Second  in  Com- 
mand here,  who  has  held  that  post,  and  the  Command  of  the 
Fleet,  for  four  years.  Sir  Richard  Bickerton,  is  an  OflScer  of 
not  only  distinguished  merit,  but  also  a  most  perfectly  correct 
and  safe  Officer,  and  fit  to  command  any  Fleet. 

The  Superb,  from  the  state  of  the  knee  of  her  head,  cannot 
be  kept  at  sea  this  winter,  without  being  docked ;  therefore, 
if  it  suited  the  Board's  arrangements,  I  should  prefer  going 
home  in  her,  to  any  other  of  the  Ships  who  ought  to  go  home. 
Six  weeks  in  dock,  will  enable  that  Ship  to  run  for  two  or 
three  years.  The  same  I  may  say  of  the  Triumph  and 
Renown.  They  are  certainly  amongst  our  finest  Ships,  and 
absolutely  going  to  ruin  for  want  of  a  few  weeks  in  dock. 
The  state  of  the  Kent  will  show  what  would  have  been  saved, 
had  she  gone  home  last  year,  as  I  ventured  to  propose ;  but  as 
it  is  not  my  intention  to  criticise,  I  shall  not  touch  upon  these 
subjects,  but  conclude  by  assuring  you  of  the  respect  with 

which  I  am,  my  dear  Lord,  your  most  faithful, 

N.  &  B. 

TO  VISCOUNT  MELVILLE. 
[From  Clarke  and  M'Arthiir,  vol.  ii.  p.  382.] 

[About  10th  August,  1804.] 

I  am  sure  that  your  Lordship  will  allow  me  to  present  to 
you  Lieutenant  Lumley,  of  the  Seahorse,  who  had  almost  a 
miraculous  recovery  from  his  severe  wounds.'  The  arm  is  not 
only  taken  out  of  the  shoulder-joint,  but  much  of  the  shoulder- 
bones  has  been  extracted.  His  general  conduct  as  an  Officer 
has,  from  the  report  of  the  Honourable  Captain  Boyle,  been 
such  as  always  to  merit  approbation ;  and  his  conduct  upon 
the  occasion  of  losing  his  arm,  has  been  such  as  to  claim  all 
our  regard  and  esteem,  and  I  am  sure  his  good  behaviour  and 
sufferings  will  attract  your  Lordship's  notice.     I  am,  &c 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

■  Vide  p.  109,  ante. 
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TO  CAPTAIN  JOHN  CHAMBKRS  WHITE,  H.M.  SHIP  KENT. 

[Urirv  nook. J 

•VKXotr,  ■!  Sei,  ICIlli  Au^nl,  WH. 

You  are  hereby  required  and  directed  to  receive  my  Public 
dispatches  on  board  his  Majesty's  Ship  Kent,  under  your 
commaad,  and  proceed  with  liiem  immediately  to  Gibraltar, 
where  you  will  deliver  those  for  that  place  to  Commissioner 
Otway,  and  inform  yourself,  without  a  moment's  loss  of  time, 
wbelbcr  the  Merchants  have  anv  money  to  ^end  home,  and  if  j 
there  ore  any  Sbijis  perfectly  ready  to  accompany  you  to 
England.  Shoidd  there  be  any  Trade  (which  I  rather  sup- 
pose not)  ready  and  willing  to  avail  themselves  of  yonr  protec- 
tion, you  will  take  them  under  your  convoy)  but  not  to  wait 
longer  than  forty-eight  hours,  as  aConvoy  will  soon  arrive  there 
from  Malta,)  and  proceed  with  them,  with  all  convenient  dis- 
patch, consistent  with  their  safety ;  and  in  order  the  morecffec- 
tuully  to  enable  you  to  take  the  Trade  from  Gibraltar  and 
rCadii,  I  have  directed  the  Senior  Officer  at  G  ibraltar  to  accom- 
^bftny  yuu,  or  send  a  Sloop  of  War  to  escort  the  Kent,  and 
^Ptoch  Trade  as  maybe  under  her  protection,  from  Gibraltar  to 
Cadic,  twenty  or  twenty-five  leagues  to  the  Westward  of  the  last- 
mentioned  place,  where  you  will  call  for  such  Vessels  as  may 
be  ready,  and  also  receive  such  money  as  the  Merchants  may 
have  to  send  home.  Having  so  done,  you  will  proceed  with 
the  whole,  as  expeditiously  as  possible,  to  Spilhead,  dropping 
such  as  are  bound  to  Ports  in  the  Channel  on  your  way  up  ; 
and  on  your  arrival  at  that  place,  you  will  deliver  my  Public 
dispatches  for  the  Admiralty  to  Admiral  Montagu,  or  the 
Commanding  Officer  at  Portsmouth,  who  will  forward  them 
without  delay.  You  will  acquaint  the  Secretary  of  the  Ad- 
miralty with  your  arrival,  apd  transmit  to  him  an  account  of 
vour  proceedings  for  Ihcir  Lordaliips'  information,  and  remain 
the  above  anchorage  for  their  further  orders. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


[IBW 


TO  WILLIAM  MAHSDEN,  ESQ.,  ADMTRALTV. 


[Origilul.  in  Ihe  Admiraltr.     ■■  Tbunaay.  18ih  Aagun.   R.M.  Shifs  BtOatla, 
Keat,  AMi>«.  Seikban«,  NtreiMDS,  Pha)b«.  MudiUonr,  mnA  Nifrer.  uid  Aebe 
with  Ihs  TruisporU,  rejoined.     H.U.  Ship  Fifgnid.  from  Engluid,  joinad  ( 
pMT.' — tlrlory'i  Lng.} 


Sir, 


Vieutrj.  U  Seu  ISih  Angnn,  UKU. 


You  will  please  to  acquaint  the  Lords  Commis^oDere  of 
tlie  Admiralty,  that  on  the  Squadron's  return  from  Pahna 
this  morning,  I  was  joined  by  the  FisgarU,  and  as  the  Kent  it 
juBt  proceeding  to  England,  1  have  only  a  moment  to  acknow- 
ledge your  several  letters,  &c.,  which  shall  be  duly  attended 
to,  and  answered  by  the  first  opportunity. 

The  Fleet  ia  complete  in  provisions  and  water  to  Sti 
months,  and  in  stores  as  far  as  we  have  been  able,  and  I  havi 
the  pleasure  to  add,  is  in  most  perfect  health.  Nine  Sail  o 
the  Enemy's  Line-of-Battle  Ships,  and  seven  Frigates, 
out  on  the  14th  instant  a  few  miles  from  Sepet,  and  returoeit 
into  Pori  in  the  evening.     I  am,  Sec, 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  THOMAS  TYRWHITT,  ESQ.* 


I,  l'2,lU2iii  llie  Briliab  Musi 


)NTE.       J 


Sir, 


kngDit  ISlb.  IflM. 


The  box  left  by  Mr.  A'Courl  for  H.  R.  H.  the  Prince  ot 
Wales  must  have  gone  home  in  either  the  Argo  or  Agincourt, 
as  they  were  the  only  large  Ships  that  left  the  Fleet,  and  I 
was  fearful  that  in  a  small  Vessel  they  would  get  wet.  1  hope 
they  are,  long  before  this  time,  safe  arrived,  1  beg  to  present 
my  humble  duty  to  his  Royal  Highness.  I  have  the  honour 
to  remain,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bbontb. 

*  KF«|>«r  or  ibo  Privy  Sed,  PrivMe  SecreUry  (o  H.  R.  H.  lie  I'rincp  of  W»li 
and  Lord  Wuden  of  the  Suntiftriei.  He  wis  sppoinled  GonUemiui  Ueher  of  ll 
BImsk  Rod,  and  Knigliicd  ia   1612 ;  and  difd  at  Calsis,  on  Ihe  Hitb  of  FebniMJ 


rt-  45.J 


To  CAPTAIN  JOHN  CHAMBERS  WHIT?:,  JI.M.  SHIP  KENT. 


■  Viclory,  at  Srn.  lOth  Augusl.  1801. 

tlaviDg  received  a  letter  from   the   Honourable   Captain 

Boyle  of  bis  Majesty's   Ship   Seahorse,  which   is   herewith 

Iransmittctl,  respecting  James  Reynolds,  aUas  James  Clarke, 

ooailve  of  MuUingar,  who  acknowledges  himself  ihe  murderer 

of  a  Mr.  Rochfort,  and  the  said  raan  having  delivered  himself 

up  to  (lie  Civil  Law,  You  are  herehy  required  and  directed 

to  receive  him  on  board  his  Majesty's  Ship  Kent,  under  your 

command,  and  keep  him  in  confinement,  as  a  person  guilty  of 

llie  crime  he  has  acknowledged,  until  your  arrival  in  England, 

when  you  will  deliver  him  up  to  the  Civil  Power,  with  the 

before-mentioned  letter,  acquainting  the  Comnianding-OfTicer 

at  Portsmouth  of  the  circumstances,  previous  to. your  doing  si 


You  will  victual  the  s 
p^ay  during  the  passage. 


1  the  same  as  your  Ship's  Com- 
Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  JOHN  RORi:,  H.BI.  SHIP  MEDUSA. 


Sir, 


1,  ll^lh  AugiiM,  lHn4. 


hare  received  your  letter  of  the  22nd  ultimo,  and  very 
mudi  approve  of  your  having  sent  the  Fisgard  direct  to  me, 
09  well  as  of  your  ordering  the  Termagant  to  Malta  with  the 
Convoy.  I  am  glad  it  was  convenient  for  you  to  take  Mr. 
M'Donough  and  my  dispatches  to  Lisbon,  and  sincerely 
hope  you  may  join  the  Amphion,  and  fall  in  with  the  French 
Frigates  mentioned  in  the  enclosure  which  accompanied  your 
said  letter.  You  did  perfectly  right  in  detaining  the  Fisgard, 
for  the  purpose  of  bringing  the  Public  money  to  the  Fleet.  I 
am,  &C. 

Nelson  and  Bbontk. 
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TO  SIR  ALEXANDER  JOHN  BALL,  BART„  MALTA. 

[Autognpb,  In  tlie  posmwHiou  of  Sit  William  Kcilh  Ball,  Bart.] 

My  dear  Ball,  vitiorj,  August  iBUi.  iwM. 

Since  the  Amazon  left  lis,  except  the  arrival  of  the  Fisgard, 
which  you  know  of,  but  Utile  has  occurred.  She  is  a  fine 
Frigate ;  but  both  Maidstone  and  Narcissus  must  go  home- 
therefore,  I  am  still  reducing.  Except  some  PubHc  letters  of 
no  consequence,  I  have  not  a  scrap  of  a  pen  from  any  one  in 
Office.  The  French  Ships  have  been  out  a  few  miles ;  but 
they  see  so  far  that  the  Coast  is  clear,  that  there  is  but  very 
little  prospect  of  getting  at  them:  they  are  now  reported 
nine  Sail  of  the  Line  in  the  Outer  Road,  and  seven  or  eight 
Frigates,  I  am  keeping  as  many  Frigates  as  possible  round 
me  ;  for  I  know  the  value  of  them  on  the  day  of  Battle  :  and 
compared  with  that  day,  what  signifies  any  Prizes  they  might 
take?  1 

I  yet  hope  to  get  hold  of  them  before  my  successor  arrives, 
then  ten  years  will  be  added  to  my  life.  Although  I  have  no 
particular  complaint,  my  general  constitution  has  suffered 
much  the  last  winter,  and  I  ought  not,  in  justice  to  myself,  to 
encounter  another.  I  think  either  Sir  Roger  Curtis  or  Youn^ 
are  likely  to  come  here :  either  will  do  well ;  but  they  may 
leave  the  command  with  Sir  Richard  Bickerton.  Sir  Johu' 
Orde  {Lord  Mark  Kerr'  says)  is  gone  to  succeed  Young  at  Piy- 
mnuth.  If  so,  he  is  either  coming  here,  or  going,  instead  of 
Pellew,  to  command  in  India ;  but  I  can  only  guess,  for  none 
of  them  write  me  news.  Your  sister  Emma,'  was  very  well' 
June  23rd,  and  always  desires  to  be  remembered  to  you  and  to 
Macaulay;  say  so  to  him.  I  send  you,  in  confidence,  a  copy, 
of  my  letter  to  the  Admiralty  about  Monsieur  La  Touche: 
they  may  do  as  they  please,  I  care  not.  Such  a  Uor  is  below 
my  notice,  except  to  thrash  him,  which  will  be  done,  if  in  the 
power  of,  my  dear  Ball,  your  sincere  friend. 

Nelson  and  Bhonte. 

I  am  so  much  pleased  with  Mr.  M'Donough's  conduct  at  I 

*  Aftmranli  Admiral  Sir  Witlioin  Young,  G.C.B.     Vide  vol.  i.  f.  BS.  , 

*  Thlnl  ion  of  WUllani  John.  SfOi  Marquis  of  Laddan,  K.T. ;  uid  CapMiii  al 
[lie  Fixgard,  irluob  bad  lalely  joiaed  Lord  Nclaan  from  England;  he  disd  ■  Bmi-I 
Admiral  at  the  Bed,  in  September  I8iil. 

'  Lad;  HamiUoB. 
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Algiers  in  the  Termagant,  that  I  Iiave  recotnmendcil  him  for 

Tripoli  in  the  room  of  your  friend,  who,  I  am  sure,  is  unfit 

for  that  place.  I  shall  write  the  Dey  of  Algiers  a  trimmer.* 


TO  a^PTAIN  WILLIAM  PARKER,  H.M.  SHIP  ASLAZON. 

[I^twr-Booli.] 
Sir,  ViploT,  Hi  Sea,  lOlli  Augosl.  ISHl. 

His  Majesty's  Ship  Amazon,  under  your  command,  being 
sent  to  Malta,  for  the  purpose  of  refitting  with  all  dispatcb, 
and  as  the  different  Port  duties  might  materially  interfere  with 
your  constant  attention  to  the  more  important  service  of  com- 
pleting the  Amazon  for  sea,  I  would  recommend  your  allow- 
ing Captain  Schomberg  to  carry  on  the  Port  duty,  and  not 
give  yourself  the  trouble  of  interfering  with  it,  as  your  own 

I  concerns  will  afiord  you  sufficient  employment     I  am,  &c. 
Nelson  anij  Brontk. 
t 


§'.70  CAPTAIN  THE  HONOURADLK  GEORGE  ELLIOT,  ILM.  SHIP 
^^IDSTONE. 

[Orfi^r-Book.] 

Victory,  al  ScB.  lOtb  AugilBl,  1804. 

Whereas  it  is  my  intention  that  his  Majesty's  Ship  Maid-  1 
Btone,  under  your  command,  shall  proceed  to  England  with 
the  Convoy  from  Malta,  about  the  middle,  or  20th  September 
next,  or  earlier,  should  Captain  Schomberg  signify  to  you 
officially,  that  they  are  ready  for  that  purpose.  You  are 
hereby  required  and  directed  (when  Captain  Schomberg  shall 
signify  to  you,  as  above,  that  the  Trade  are  ready  to  proceed 
to  the  United  Kingdom,)  to  make  the  signal  for,  and  take  the 
whole  which  may  be  collected  from  the  different  Ports  in  the 
Adriatic,  Archipelago,  and  Sicily,  under  your  convoy  and 
pruteclion,  and  proceed  with  them  as  expeditiously  na  poB- 
^ble,  consistent  with  their  safety,  to  Gibraltar,  taking  care  on 
your  passage  to  that  place  that  you  do  not  keep  too  near  to 
Algiers,  as  the  intentions  of  the  Dey  towards  us  may  not  be 
friendly.     On  your  arrival  at  Gibraltar,  you  will  consult  with 
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the  Senior  Officer  on  the  probability  of  getting  our  Trade 
from  Cadiz,  should  the  French  have  a  superior  force  in  that 
Port,  and  be  governed  by  his  instructions  on  the  subject  of 
calling  for  them  on  your  way  to  England,  as  it  is  impossible 
fur  me,  at  this  distauce,  to  fix  a  line  of  conduct  for  that  parti- 
cular service,  I  must,  therefore,  leave  it  to  the  discretion  of  the 
Senior  Officer  to  act  as  circumstances  may  render  necessary. 

You  will  lake  such  Trade  as  may  be  at  Gibraltar,  whose 
Masters  are  ready  and  willing  to  avail  themselves  of  your  pro- 
tection, and  proceed  with  the  whole  of  ihem,  without  a  mo- 
ment's loss  of  time,  to  England,  (govennng  yourself  with 
respect  to  our  Trade  at  Cadiz,  as  above-mentioned)  paying 
the  most  particular  attention  to  every  Vessel  under  ■  your 
chai^,  and  regulate  your  rate  of  sailiTig  with  that  of  the 
worst  going  Ship  of  your  Convoy,  in  order  ihat  none  of  them 
may  separate  from  the  Maidstone,  or  fall  inio  the  bands  of 
the  Enemy's  Privateers.  On  your  arrival  otF  Plymouth,  you 
will  order  the  Trade  bound  for  Ireland,  or  the  Bristol  Chan- 
nel, to  put  into  Cawsand  Bay,  and  apply  to  the  Commanding 
Officer  at  that  place  for  convoy,  proceeding  with  the  Ships 
bound  for  London  to  the  Downs,  dropping  such  as  are  destined 
to  the  Ports  in  the  Channel  on  your  way  to  that  [ilace.  On 
your  arrival  in  the  Downs,  you  will  immediately  acquaint  the 
Secretary  of  the  Admiralty,  and  transmit  to  him  an  account 
of  your  proceedings,  for  their  Lordships'  information,  and 
'  1  there  for  further  orders. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  RICHARD  BULKELEY,  ESQ.' 

[From  Cluke  mad  H'Artbnr,  vol.  ii.  p.  307.] 

[Apparenllj  almiil  AiiguM  Mthli,  IflW.] 

You  will  have  read  of  my  running  away  from  Mons.  La 
Touche;  but,  as  I  have  written  to  the  Admiralty,  if  my  cha- 
racter is  not  established  by  this  time  for  not  being  apt  to  run 
away,  it  is  not  worth  my  while  to  put  the  world  right  I 
never  was  more  surprised  than  to  see  the  fellow's  letter ;  but 
the  nest  French  paper  makes  a  sort  of  apology.  I  am.  Sic 
Nelson  and  Brokte. 


'  Vide  vol.  il.  f.  415, 


M 


TO  CAPTAIN  SUTTON,  H.  M.  SHIP  AMPHION. 


[Fro. 


07.] 


[AlHiiit  Augusl  20lh,  1804.] 

1  have  every  reason  to  think,  that  if  this  Fleet  gets  fairly  up  ' 
"ith  Mons,  La Touche,  his  letter,  with  all  his  ingenuity,  must 
be  different  from  his  last.  We  had  fancipd  that  we  had  chased 
bim  into  Toulon ;  for  blind  as  I  am,  I  couid  see  his  water- 
line  when  he  clued  his  topsails  up,  shutting  in  Sepct;  but 
from  the  time  of  his  meeting  Captain  Hawker  in  the  Iris,  I 
never  heard  of  his  acting  otiierwise  than  as  a  poltroon  and  a 
Mar.*  Contempt  is  the  best  mode  of  treating  such  a  miscreant. 
I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bhonte. 


*  Is  ilie  Memoir  of  Vies-Admiral  L>  Toncbe  Trevillii,  published  in  die  Honilcur 
olthc  lUof  Seplembcr,  IHIM.  tlUr  his  deul).  (which  look  place  U  Tonlou  on 
Vu  Idlh  ofAngast,)  ii  is  aiid  Ibat  be  commsnileil  tlie  Hennione  FrigUe,  ou  Iba 
Cool  of  America,  in  KUO,  when  he  attickeil  tite  Englitli  Frigale  Iris,  of  equal 
fane,  •ml  iliai  ihe  Iris  aul>  Qwed  faer  aafely  lo  superior  nailing,  wtiich  enabled  lier 
Is  lake  refuge  in  New  York.     The  /aril,  however,  are  thiii  Btuwd  iii  Ibe  Log  o1 

"  June  17B0.  Wedueaday  7tli,  Saudj  Hook,  Wcsl,  distance  iH  Leagues.     Fresh 
^^^MIH  aod  clDudj  Healber.     At  'i  r.a.,  saw  a  strange  Sail,  imd  gaTi 
^^^•nl  ibot  at  her.     Al  i  dilLo,  the  rail  uliore  on  Long  Island.     Out  Boa 
IPISmI  tittm  on  board  ihe  Sriuw.     Al  0,  sLoneaed  still  fur  (be  Snow.     }  pasl  i. 

mtm  ■  nnuige  Sail  to  the  Soulliward :  gave  chase.     Al  11,  left  off  ebasing  Ihe  Brig. 
Chaard  a  Sloop,  and  Schooner  Privaieer,  lo  ihe  NorthwaH.     Al  7,  saw  a  Frigau 
braiiDg  N.W.     Let  off  cbaiing  Ihe  abo*e  Vessels,  and  chased  the  Frigate.     Soon 
after,  (be  lacked,  and  Blood  tonard*  n«.  Cleared  Ship  tor  Action.  AlRbonl  a  mns 
sboi  she  hoisted  French  colonn.     Proved  lo  be  the  La  Hermianr.  of  3H  guns. 
t>.  we  began  a  close  Action,  which  coDtinued  an  hour  and  Iwenlj  mut 
thr  French  Frigale  made  sail  from  us,  Hilli  all  tl 
lowed  her  ftr  thren]ua«cn  of  an  hour,  when  another  Sail  wis  eeeu  ahead,  and  « 

•err  much  duBoged  in  our  sails  and  rigging.    We  hid  7  men  killed  and  B  woundn 
tat  among  Ihe  latter  is  Lieuieuant  Bourne,  of  the  Marines.     Employed  knolling, 
•plidng,  and  reeving  running  rigging."     "  Thursday,  rtth.  Fresh  breeies,  Sto.,  ise." 
■■  Fridaj.  Utb,  Dillo."     "  SMurJiiy,  10th.    luside  the  Hook.     Uubent  »«!»,  i 
moored  Ship." 

Captain  Jame*  Hawker's  official  report  of  the  Action  bus  not  been  bund:  he  dis- 
Itttfiiahed  hinucK  in  eooimaud  or  the  Hero,  of  71  guus.  iu  the  Action  oilh  Adnunl 
^■iftdn,  iu  Porto  Prayu  Bav,  in  April  1761,  and  died  in  17B7. 


[!«M. 


TO  CAPTAIN  ROSS  DONNELLY,  H.M.  SHIP  NARCISSUS. 


Vieinrr,  offCiipe  8l.  SehnatianB,  aOth  Angusl,  1W«. 

Whereas  it  is  my  intention  to  try  every  possible  means  to 
induce  the  French  Fleet  at  Toulon  to  put  to  sea,  Yoii  are 
hereby  required  and  directed  to  lake  his  Majesty's  Ships 
named  in  the  margin'  under  your  command,  and  proceed  off 
the  West  end  of  PorqueroUe,  in  order  to  Induce  the  Enemj 
to  get  to  the  Eastward,  as  it  is  my  intention  to  get  into  the 
Gulf  of  Lyons,  and  to  push  round  Cape  Sicie  the  first  favour- 
able wind.  Your  appearance  may,  therefore,  tempt  them  to 
come  out  and  stand  to  the  Eastward,  or  to  anchor  in  Hieres 
Bay,  which  may  afford  the  Squadron  under  my  command  an 
opportunity  of  bringing  tlicm  to  Action. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  LADY  HAMILTON. 


[Frum  "  LoTd  NfIsou's  Letlen  la  Luly  Hwnilton,"  vol.  i: 


>i.^H 


Viclorj,  August  201b,  1801. 
My  dearest  Emma, 
The  Kent  left  us  three  days  ago ;  and,  as  the  wind  has  been 
perfectly  fair  since  her  departure,  I  think  she  will  have  a  very 
quick  passage,  and  arrive  long  before  this  letter.  But,  as  a 
Ship  is  going  to  Rosas,  I  will  not  omit  the  opportunity  of 
writing  through  Spain ;  as,  you  say,  the  letters  all  arrive 
safe.  We  have  nothing  but  gales  of  wind ;  and  I  have  had, 
for  two  days,  fires  in  the  cabin,  to  keep  out  the  very  damp 

I  still  hope  that,  by  the  time  of  my  arrival  in  England,  we 
shall  have  Peace.  God  send  it  I  I  have  not  yet  received  you^ 
muff;  I  think,  probably,  I  shall  bring  it  with  me,  I  hope^ 
Davison  has  done  the  needful,  in  paying  for  the  alterations  at 
Merlon.  If  not,  it  is  now  too  late  ;  and  we  will  fix  a  complcta 
plan,  and  execute  it  next  summer.     I  shall  he  clear  of  deb^ 

*  FiagBRt,  AnibuscaJe,  [>igi!T. 
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and  what  I  have  will  be  my  own.     God  bless  you  I    Amen. 
Amen.       George   Elliot  goes    to   Malta,   for  a   Convoy  U>  ] 
England,  this  day.     If  you  ever  see  Lord  Minto,  say  so. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  WJLUAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ.,  ADMIRALTY. 

»  [Original,  in  llie  Admitoll;.] 

Viclorf.  at  Sea,  SSDii  August.  1804. 
Sir, 
Toil  will  please  to  acquaint  the  Lords  Com  missi oners  of 
the  Admiraltj,  that  agreeably  to  their  order  of  the  27lh  June, 
I  have  taken  Captain  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  Mark 
Robert  Kerr,  and  his  Majesty's  Ship  Tisgurd,  under  my  com- 
mand; and  in  fiu-ther  obedience  to  their  Lordships  instructions 
communicated  to  mc  in  your  letter  of  the  29lh  of  the  said 
month,  I  have  sent  the  Maidstone  (being  very  much  in  want 
of  repairs)  to  Malta,  to  take  the  Trade  from  thence  and 
Gibraltar  to  England  ;  and  as  the  Narcissus's  Cover's  gun-car- 
riages are  almost  rendered  useless,  anil  she  cannot  be  supplied 
^■with  others  in  this  Country,  a  considerable  quantity  of  copper 
tieing  also  off  her  bottom,  and  otherwise  in  want  of  repairs, 
it  is  tuy  intention  to  send  her  in  a  few  days  to  Gibraltar,  to 
cruize  in  the  Gut  for  the  protection  of  otir  Trade,  and  de- 
struction of  the  Enemy's  Privateers,  until  the  arrival  of  the 
Maidstone  and  Convoy  from  Malta,  when  I  shall  direct 
Captain  Donnelly  to  take  the  said  Trade,  together  with  such 
as  may  be  at  Gibraltar  and  Cadiz,  under  his  protection,  and 
proceed  with  them,  in  company  with  the  Maidstone,  to 
England, 

I  am  extremely  happy  that  their  Lordships  intend  sending 
out  Ships  of  the  Line  to  relieve  such  of  those  under  my 
command  as  are  in  want  of  repairs,  and  I  hope  they  may 
arrive  time  enough  to  enable  me  to  send  home  the  three 
Ihips  named  in  the  margin,"  before  the  winter  sets  in,  as 
wy  are  certainly  not  equal  to  meet  another  season  of  bad 
reather,  without  very  great  injury  to  their  hulls.  The  Officers 
F  Malta-Yard  having  informed  me  that  the  Arrow  cannot 

*  Superb,  Benowu,  TtiuDipb. 


168 


LETTEB9. 


[1804. 


be  repaired  la  this  Country  on  account  of  her  t&nks  anJ 
other  defects,  (which  they  interfere  with,)  it  is  my  intenDon 
to  send  her  to  England  in  tlic  Autumn,  with  the  next  Convoy 
after  the  Narcissus  and  Maidslone,  which  I  hope  will  meet 
their  Lordiihips'  approbation.     I  am,  &c.. 

Nelson  and  Bbomts. 


TO  ALEXANDER  DAVISON,  ESQ. 
[Aalognpb.  in  IL?  possession  or  Colonel  Dirison.] 

My  dear  Pavison, 

By  the  Spencer  yesterday  I  had  dear  Lady  Hauiilton's 
letters  to  July  19th,  and  she  tells  me  that  you  have  wrote; 
but  not  a  scrap  of  a  pen  comes  to  me,  I  have  not  heard  from 
you  these  sis  months.  However,  I  shall  see  you  soon,  and 
then  all  these  things  will  be  explained,  and  my  only  hope  is 
to  make  a  finish  before  I  leave  this  truly  fine  Fleet,  I  dare  say, 
MonsieurLaTouche  will  have  a  different  sort  of  letter  to  write, 
if  I  can  once  get  a  shake  at  him.  Whether  the  world  thinks 
that  I  ran  away  or  no,  is  to  me  a  matter  of  great  indifference. 
If  my  character  ia  not  fixed  by  this  time,  it  is  useless  for  me  to 
try  to  fix  it  at  ray  time  of  life.  There  will  be  many  trying  for 
this  Command,  and  as  I  see  I  have  voted  against  the  Ministry, 
I  can  have  no  right  to  expect  that  they  will  allow  me  to  rettun 
to  it.  I  hope  my  house  will  be  finished,  and  I  rely  that  you 
have  done  the  needful.  If  not,  I  shall  arrange  it  all  for  next 
year.  God  bless  you,  my  dear  Davison,  and  believe  me  ever, 
your  moat  attached  and  affectionate  friend, 

Nelson  and  Bbonte. 

I  hope  Mr.  Marsdon  will  take  care  that  I  am  not  kept  in 
Quarantine  whenever  I  may  arrive.  When  you  see  or  com- 
municate with  Lord  Moira,  remember  me  kindly  to  him; 
and  from  my  heart  I  wish  him  every  felicity  of  which  the 
marriage'  state  is  capable — particularly  children  to  inherit  his 
virtues. 

'  Frinois,  Moond  Ewl  of  Moi™,  iDwrieil.  on  UieJltli  of  July,  IfiOi,  Flon  Hujr 
CuDpbell,  CoudUbi  of  Loudon  in  her  own  riglil. 
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least  of  the  Defence  Bill,  further  than  thai  it  is  good  to  have 
as  large  a  rcpiilar  Army  as  possible,  and  in  the  quickest  waj; 
ami  I  hope  Lord  Moira  thought  so  too.  I  have  the  very 
highest  opinion  of  his  honour  and  abilities  as  a  Soldier.  Mr. 
Pitt  is  a  host  of  strength  in  himself.  The  Powers  on  the 
Continent  are  a  set  of  dirty  fellows ;  and  I  do  not  beliere,  if 
every  person  of  all  parties  were  in  Administration,  that  they 
would  be  able  to  move  those  Powers  to  either  assist  us,  or 
support  their  own  honour.  If  they  do  ever  go  to  war  with 
France,  I  hope  it  will  be  for  themselves,  and  not  to  involve  us 
in  their  tiuarrcls.     I  am,  &c.. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  HIS  HIGHNESS  TriE  DEV  OF  ALGIERS. 

p^rom  B  Copj.  ronncrl}  in  llie  |>o«Besaioa  of  Ibe  late  Adun  BromiloK,  Esq.    I 
"  SUurday,  SSth  AoguBt.  Noon.    Bo^i)  Suverflgn,  Triumph,  Eieellenl,  and  B«Ilc- 
JBle  puled.     Three  Hen-of-Wor,  bearing  E.  h  S.,  which  prox^  French,  doM  in 
with  Cspe  Sicie These  Ships  rejoined  in  the  evening." — Vicloty'i  L«t-] 

Viclon-,  August  aOth,  1804. 

Sir, 
I  have  received  your  Highncss's  letter  of  July  6tb,  and  as  it 
appears  that  my  great  attentions  to  your  Highness  seem  not 
to  have  made  all  the  impression  they  ought  to  have  done,  I 
therefore,  now  state  to  your  Highness  my  unalterable  senti- 
ments and  determination,  which  must  be  complied  with  before  . 
I  ever  send  an  English  Consul  to  Algiers, 

The  English  Vessel  the  Ape,  or  her  value,  shall  be  restored 
before  any  Consul  lands.  With  respect  to  El  Veloce,  yocr 
Highness  knows  that  it  has  been  proved  that  her  whole  cargo 
was  French  property,  and  that  not  one  farlhing  of  its  value 
belonged  either  to  you,  or  any  of  your  Subjects,  and  if  any  one 
has  told  your  Highness  to  the  contrary,  they  have  told  you  a 
falsehood.  His  Brilannic  Majesty,  my  Royal  Master,  con-  ' 
descended  to  write  you,  that  the  cargo  was  condemned  by  the 
acknowledged  laws  of  all  Naiions  for  being  Enemy's  property. 
I  am,  therefore,  much  surprised  at  your  Highness  renewing , 
this  subject- 
No  Consul  will  ever  enter  into  this  matter;  it  is  finished, 
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and  the  legal  captors  have  received  the  amount  I  have  done 
all  in  my  power  to  please  your  Highness,  but  I  niiist  now 
infonu  you  that  I  shall  never  send  to  Algiers  again  about  the 
Consul,  for  I  do  not  understand  being  trifled  with;  your 
Highness  may  send  me  your  sentimeuls  when  and  how  you 
ptease.  1  am,  your  Uighncss's  most  obedient  Servant, 
~  Nelson  and  Bkontb, 


r 


TO  CAPTAIN  ROeS  DONNELLY,  H.M.  SHIP  NARCISSUS. 


You  are  hereby  required  and  directed  to  receive  my  dis- 
patches for  the  Dey  of  Algiers,  and  proceed  with  them  to  that 
place  ill  his  Majesty's  Ship  under  your  command,  without  a 
momeut's  loss  of  time;  and  as  the  intentions  of  the  Dey  are 
very  doubtful,  and  may  be  hostile  towards  us,  you  will  take 
the  necessary  precaution  to  anchor  the  Narcissus  well  out  of 
reach  of  their  guns  and  batteries,  until  you  have  sent  a  Boat 
with  an  Officer  on  shore,  and  are  assured  of  their  peaceable 
disposition.  You  will  then  land,  and  send  my  letter  to  the 
Dey  immediately  through  his  Ministers,  who  I  desire  you 
will  acquaint  with  my  astonishment  at  the  Dey's  conduct  after 
all  the  couciliatory  measures  1  have  taken  on  his  account  with 
our  Govemment.  In  the  event  of  the  Dey's  wishing  a  per- 
sonal interview,  you  will  wait  upon  him,  but  by  no  means  on 
your  part  desire  it ;  and  in  such  case,  you  will  express  to  him 
in  the  strongest  manner,  my  astonishment  at  his  conduct,  as 
before-mentioned.  I  herewith  transmit  you  a  copy  oF  my  letter 
to  the  Dey,  for  your  guidance  in  this  mission,  and  desire  you 
will  govern  yourself  agreeably  to  the  spirit  of  the  said  letter. 
Uaving  remained  at  Algiers  twenty-four  hours,  you  will  pro- 
ceed immediately,  with  such  letter  or  other  information  as 
yon  may  receive  from  the  Dey,  to  Gibraltar,  and  deliver  them 
to  Commissioner  Otway,  to  be  transmitted  to  me  by  the  first 
opportunity;  and  afterwards  put  yourself  under  the  command 
of  Captain  Sir  Robert  Barlow  of  the  Triumph,  and  follow  his 
orders  for  your  further  proceedings. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  SIR  ROBERT  BARLOW,'  U.M.  SHIP  TRUIMPU, 


^Fu.  STth  AnguM,  1801. 


You  are  hereby  required  and  directed  to  proceed  imme- 
diatelj,  with  his  Majesty's  Ship  Triumph  under  your  com- 
mand, to  Giliraltar;  and  on  your  arrival  tliere,  you  will  use 
every  dispatch  in  woolding  and  securing  the  foremast,  and 
also  in  sirengtbening  the  mainmast,  if  necessaiy  to  put  them 
in  a  proper  stale  for  a  short  period  of  service ;  but  you  are  on 
no  account  whatever  to  take  out  either  your  fore  or  mm 
mast  at  Gibraltar;  or  to  give  the  Triumph  any  kind  of  refit, 
which  may  take  the  stores  from  that  Arsenal,  but  such  as  may 
be  absolutely  necessary  for  temporary  service.  Having  secured 
your  foremast,  &c.  you  will  proceed  outside  the  Straits  (taking 
care,  previous  to  your  leaving  Gibraltar,  to  acquaint  the 
Merchants  at  Cadiz  and  Malaga,  that  a  Convoy  will  sail  for 
England  very  early  in  October,  in  order  ihat  they  may  be 
ready  to  avail  themselves  of  its  protection,)  and  cruize  in  such 
a  situation  as  you  may  think  most  likely  to  insure  the  safety 
of  a  Convoy  hourly  expected  from  England.  But  should  you 
judge  that  the  Triumph's  presence  iu  Cadiz  would  more 
effectually  protect  them  from  L'Aigle,  or  any  of  the  Enemy's 
small  Cruizers  which  may  be  there,  you  are  at  liberty  to  put 
in  there,  and  remain  until  you  shall  leam,  or  are  satisfied,  that 
the  said  Convoy  has  entered  the  Straits,  and  safe  arrived  at  Gib- 
raltar, when  you  will  return  to  that  place,  bringing  with  you 
the  Trade,  and  such  money  as  the  Merchants  at  Cadiz  may 
have  to  send  to  England,  if  they  are  ready  to  accompany  you. 
Having  directed  the  Captains  of  the  Narcissus  and  Maidstone 
to  follow  your  orders  for  their  further  proceedings,  yuU  will 
take  them  under  your  command  accordingly;  and  it  Is  my 
positive  directions  that  the  former  is  not  allowed  to  take  out 
her  bowsprit,  or  get  any  repairs  whatever  at  Gibraltar,  but 
such  as  may  really  be  wanted ;  and  you  will  be  very  careful 
not  to  take  any  more  stores  or  provisions  in  the  Ships  under 
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potir  orders  than  may  be  necessary  for  the  passage ;  and  so 
ixia  as  the  Maidstone  arrives  with  the  Trade  from  Malta, 
■(which  I  expect  will  be  about  the  latter  end  of  next  month, 
early  in  October,)  jou  will  proceed  with  the  whole  Convoy 
I  Malaga,  Gibrallar,  Malta,  and  Cadiz,  as  expeditiously 
b  possible,  consistent  wilh  their  safety,  through  the  Straits, 
and  accompany  them  till  they  are  round  i-ape  St.  Vincent, 
and  clear  of  L'Aigle,  when  you  will  direct  Captain  Donnelly 
to  continue  on  wilh  the  whole  of  ihem  (taking  care  to  regu- 
late his  rate  of  going  with  that  of  the  worst  sailing  Vessel  in 
his  Convoy,)  till  it  shall  be  deemed  proper  for  the  Trade 
bound  to  Ireland  and  the  Bristol  Channel  to  part  company, 
when  you  will  order  him  to  make  the  signal  for  that  purpose  j 
aod  as  the  Maidstone  is  in  a  very  bad  state,  and  not  equal  to 
encounter  a  winter's  gale,  direct  Captain  Donnelly  to  proceed 
with  the  before-mentioned  Trade  in  the  Narcissus,  and  send 
ihe  Maidstone  on  wilh  the  rest  of  them  to  the  Downs  ;  in- 
structing the  Honourable  Captain  Elliot  to  droj>  such  as  are 
bound  to  Ports  in  the  Channel  on  his  way  up,  and  to  inform 
the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty  with  hia  arrival  and  proceed- 
ings, and  wait  at  that  anchorage  for  ilieir  Lordships'  further  ■ 
ordera.  And  when  the  Narcissus  shall  have  seen  the  Trade 
under  her  protection,  for  Ireland  and  the  Bristol  Channel,  in 
safety  to  their  destination,  you  will  order  him  to  proceed  lo 
Spithead,  and  acquaint  the  Admiralty,  as  above-mentioned. 
With  respect  to  the  mode  of  getting  the  Trade  from  Cadiz,  and 
such  money  as  the  Merchants  may  have  to  send  to  England 
by  the  Triumph,  I  must  leave  it  entirely  with  you  to  deter- 
mine upon,  and  act  as  circumstances  may  render  necessary, 
as  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  give  an  opinion,  and  therefore  I 
must  desire  you  will  adopt  the  most  advisable  measure  for  this 
purpose  ;  and  after  having  seen  the  whole  of  the  Convoy  safe 
round  Cape  St.  Vincent,  and  given  the  necessary  orders  to 
Captain  Donnelly,  as  before  mentioned,  you  will  proceed  with 
the  utmost  possible  dispatch,  in  his  Majesty's  Ship  Triumph 
under  your  command,  to  Spithead  ;  and  on  your  arrival  there, 
acquaint  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty,  and  transmit  to  him 
an  account  of  your  proceedings,  for  their  Lordships'  informa- 
tion, and  remain  at  that  anchorage  for  their  further  ordera. 
Nelson  and  Bbontb. 
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TO  CAPTAIN  SIR  ROBERT  BARLOW.  H.M.  SHIP  TRIUMPH. 
[Ordur-Buuk,] 

[ApiiarPDllj  Bboul  STili  AugoBi.  ISM.] 

Memorandum. 
Having  received  information  thai  the  Enemy  have  two 
large  Row-boat  Privateers  at  Malaga,  which  have  done  con- 
siderable destruction  to  our  Trade,  it  is  my  directions  that 
you  send  the  Narcissus,  immediately  on  her  arrival  at  Gibral- 
tar, to  cruize  off  that  place  and  Cape  de  Gatte,  until  the  arrival 
of  the  Maidstone  and  Convoy  from  Malta,  for  the  purpose  of 
their  greater  security,  and  the  destruction  of  the  said  Row- 
boats,  caUing  occasionally  at  Europa  Point,  to  obtain  informa- 
tion of  the  Maidstone's  arrival,  or  any  orders  you  may  leave 
for  him. 

Nelson  and  Brohte. 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDE\,  ESQ.,  ADMIRALTY. 


[OrigiuiJ,  in  the  Adiairally.J 


)STH^ I 


Sir, 


Victory,  U  Sett,  STtli  Aupist,  IMIM. 


I  herewith  transmit  you  copies  of  Acting  Orders  which  I 
have  given  to  the  two  gentlemen  named  in  the  margin,'  in 
the  room  of  the  Lieutenants  therein  mentioned,  who  have 
been  invabded,  which  I  request  you  will  be  pleased  to  lay 
before  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  for  their 
information  ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  acquaint  their  Lordships 
that  Mr,  Woodin'  is  the  son  of  a  very  old  and  faithful  servant 
of  the  Country,  who  was  Master  with  Lord  Hood  for  a  con- 
siderable time,  and  has  since  been  appointed  Master- Attendant 
at  Gibrallar.  He  is  a  very  worthy,  good  man,  and  his  services 
will,  I  trust,  induce  their  Lordships  to  promote  his  son  (who 
was  in  the  Vanguard  with  me  in  the  action  of  the  Nile,  and 
has  always  conducted  himself  with  great  propriety)  to  the 
rank  of  Lieutenant.     In  consequence  of  the  Purser  of  the 


•  Mr.  Aleidnder  Dixie,  Mr.  John  WooJin. 

•  Lieulfiuuil  John  Woodio  WM  nrpoLnletl  lo  (he  B 
Ship  U  TrefalgBT. 
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TO  LORD  HAWKESBURY. 

Trom  ClBTke  aud  M'AKhiir,  toI.  ii,  p.  3fU.  j 

AueD«l2Tlli,  18(M. 
'   The  deplorable  state  of  the  finances  in  the  Island  of  Sar- 


Narciesus  being  invalided,  I  have  appointed  Mr.  Chenoweth 
of  the  Camcleon  to  that  Ship,  and  Mr.  John  M'Arthur  of  the 
Victory  to  supersede  him  in  the  last  mentioned  Ship,  which  I 
hope  will  meet  their  Lordships'  approbation.     I  am,  &c. 

I  Nelson  and  Bhonte. 

dioia,  has  been  represented  to  me  not  only  by  the  Viceroy, 
but  also  by  ail  the  Governors,  &c.  Not  one  of  their  few 
Soldiers  has  been  paid  for  years,  nor  a  Governor  or  Officer. 
The  Forts  are  going  to  niia;  there  is  not  a  gun-carriage  fit 
to  bear  a  gon,  and  their  Gallies  are  to  be  laid  up,  from  the 
impossibility  of  even  purchasing  provisions  for  them.  In 
short,  my  Lord,  Sardinia  is  gone,  if  the  French  make  a 
lauding;  not  from  ihcir  regard  to  the  French,  for  I  am  sure 
the  greater  part  bate  them,  but  the  Islanders  must  be  released 
from  their  present  miserable  condition.  I  wrote  to  Lord 
Hohort  fully  upon  the  necessity  of  keeping  the  French  out  of 
it ;  for  even  should  they  take  a  temporary  possession,  how  is 
Toulon  to  be  watched  ?  and  great  difficulty  woidd  be  found 
ID  getting  a  Convoy  either  to  ur  from  Malta.  I  have  said 
enough  to  your  Lonlship's  intelligent  mind ;  and  if  it  is  not 
lo6t  before  I  have  the  honour  of  seeing  you,  I  think  I  can 
Batisfy  your  Lordship  of  the  absolute  necessity  of  having 

^■jfiardinia  open  to  us.     I  am,  &c., 

^^F  Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  UIS  EXCEIXENCY  HUGH  ELLIOT,  ESQ. 

[Aulogrrtpb,  in  tba  Elliot  P*pn«.] 

Vitlorj,  Augn»l  ■SUb,  IBM, 


My  dear  Sir, 
Since  I  received  yonr  letter,  by  the  Kent,  we  have  had  b 
severe  galeof  wind,  and  have  been  blown  under  St.  Sebastians, 
from  whence  I  only  got  back  on  Saturday  the  26th,  on  which 
day  I  examined  Toulon  myself.     Twenty  Ships  of  War  are  ia 
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the  Outer  Road  of  Tonlon :  nine  certainly — I  believe  ten — 
are  of  the  Ltoe ;  the  rest  Frigates  and  large  Corrcties,  besides 
Brigs,  &c  &o.  In  the  loner  Harbour,  one  Ship  of  the  Line 
and  a  Frigate.  Monsieur  La  Touche's  Hag  was  not  Qying  oi 
board  Ship,  but  wc  suppose  he  was  up  on  Cape  Sepec  with 
his  flag,  directing  any  movements  which  he  might  think  ne- 
cessary. The  Kent  left  me  for  England  on  the  17lh,  and 
yesterday  the  Triumph  and  Narcissus  for  the  same  place. 
Maidstone  is  gone  to  Malta  for  a  Convoy,  and  from  thence  to 
carry  them  to  England.  The  Spencer  seventy-four  has  joined 
me  from  Plymouth,  and  the  ITsgard  Frigate.  The  Renown 
is  ordered  to  be  sent  home,  and  then  Superb :  indeed,  1 
expect  every  day  the  Ships  to  relieve  ihem. 

It  is  not  upon  my  own  account,  but  that  I  may  be  able  to 
answer  fur  my  conduct  to  the  Admiralty,  that  I  must  ask  this 
question  of  the  King  of  Naples'— viz ,  do  you  think  your 
situation  requires  ihe  constant  presence  of  an  English  Ship  of 
the  Line  at  Naples?  Uis  Majesty  and  the  Queen  know  that 
I  would  sooner  fight  the  Enemy's  Fleet  with  an  inferior  force, 
than  have  them  in  the  least  uneasy  ;  hut  Ministers  may  not 
always  think  as  their  attached  Nelson  and  Bronte  does: 
therefore,  my  dear  Sir,  you  will  see  the  necessity  I  am  under 
of  repeatedly  asking  the  same  question ;  and  I  beg  that  the  i 
answer  may  be  direct  to  the  point,  that  if  I  go  (aod  if  I  do  not 
go  before  next  winter,  I  shall  never  go)  to  England,  that  my 
successor  may  not  have  the  power  of  taking  the  Ship  from 
Naples,  without  the  King's  consent  first  obtained.  i 

I  have  wrote  to  Lord  Melville  my  desire  to  return  to  this 
Command  in    March,  or  April,  if  I  am  removed;    but  the   , 
Administration  may  have  so  many  other  Admirals  looking  to 
them,   that   I   may  very  possibly  be  laid  upon  the  shelf.     I   , 
dare  not  presume  to  think  that  with  all  my  zeal  and  attach- 
ment to  their  Sicilian  Majesties,  that  I  am  of  sufficient  im- 
portance for  the  King  to  express  his  wish  to  England  for  my    ' 
return.     That  must  be  for  him  to  consider;  and  if  he  thinks 
proper  to  do  it,  nothing,  I  suppose,  but  a  letter  to  his  brother 
George  can  do  it,  and  that  nmst  not  go  through  roe,  but 
through  bis  Minister  Castclcicala.     I  have  to  thank  your  Ex-    , 
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cellency  for  news  from  Berlin,  &c.  &c.  I  jet  hope  that 
Europe  will  be  roused.  On  August  11th,  I  see  Buonaparte 
was  upon  the  Coast,  and  it  was  thought  the  attempt  upon 
England  would  no  longer  be  deferred.  We  hare  reports  from 
Leghorn  ;  but  I  believe  no  credit  is  to  be  given  to  them  of- 
an  Action  in  the  Channel,  destruction  of  Gun-Boats,  &c.  &c. 
August  30th,  Noon.— Close  in  with  Toulon  :  all  safe,  and 
looking  very  smart,  T  nm  ever,  my  dear  Sir,  your  Excellency'a 
most  faithful  and  obliged  Servant, 

Nelson  and  Bkohtb. 


TO  HIS  EXCELLENCY  HUGH  ELLIOT,  ESQ. 


[Autosrnpb,  in 


,.] 


Vielory,  AugTlBt  a8tb,  1801. 

My  dear  Sir, 
Before  our  friend  Dr.  Scott  leaves  the  Medilerranean,  he  is 
very  anxious  to  pay  his  respects  in  the  hot-bed  of  diplomacy, 
and,  joking  apart,  to  pay  his  respects  to  you.  He  is  very 
much  in  my  friendship,  and  confidence,  to  a  certain  extent. 
He  has  heard  so  much  of  the  King  and  Queen  of  Naples 
and  the  Royal  Family,  that  if  he  could  be  presented  to  them 
in  private,  as  belonging  to  me,  the  Doctor  would  be  very 
much  gratified,  and  I  own  it  would  please  me.  Both  Admiral 
Murray  and  good  Captain  Hardy  have  suffered  by  this  con- 
stant being  at  sea:  they  are  neither  of  them  in  good  health. 
I  beg  my  best  respects  to  Mrs.  Elliot,  and  believe  me  ever, 
my  dear   Sir,   your  Excellency's  most  faithful  and  obliged 


Nelson  and  Bbonte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  PARKER.  ll.M.  SHIP  AMAZON. 


IS  writun  wliiU  the  Anuston   I 


li^tOB  s  Copy  in  tbf  Nelson  Pupera.     Tl 
■M  RSIUBK  U  M*1u.} 

Victory,  Augnsl  ysth,  Ifl04. 

My  dear  Parker, 
I  hope   you  are  making  haste   to  join  me,  for  the  day  of  J 
Battle  cannot  be  far  off,  when  I  shall  want  every  Frigate; 
fur  the  French  have  nearly  one  for  every  Ship,  and  we  may 
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aa  well  have  a  Battle  Royal— Lin e-of-Ba«]e  Ships  opposed  lo 
Ships  of  the  Line,  and  Frigates  to  Frigates;  but  I  am  satisfied 
of  your  exertions ;  and  be  assured  that  I  am  ever  faithiully 
youis. 

Nelson  and  Boonte. 


[Fram  Clarke  and  M'Anbnr,  vot.  ii.  p.  3S3,  wboalue  that  Lord  Nelsan,  b<iB| 
much  hart  *t  an  iiusiniialioD  vhicli  bad  b«ea  tbrona  ont  bj  some  MenuUile 
of  Uis  baving  bvoorsd  some  Merobouts  more  Iban  otbcr*.  sent  ihe  talla«iiif( 
loonearibiiirCbairmen.] 

AoguBl,  m 

I  can  imagine  no  circumstance  that  could  possibly  iofluencfi 
me,  as  a  British  Admiral,  to  grant  more  particular  protection 
to  one  British  Merchant,  in  preference  to  another;  all 
equally  entitled  to  the  protection  of  his  Majesty's  Ships,  and 
if  my  own  brother  were  in  your  situation,  I  should  scold  lunJ 
most  sincerely  for  venturing  to  suppose  that  any  iofluencu 
would  make  me  unjust.     I  am,  &c.,  I 

Nelson  and  Bronte.     ' 


TO  NATHANIEL  TAYLOR,  ESQ",  NAVAL  STOREKEEPER.  MALTA. 
[From  a  Copj:  io  tlie  NbIsud  Pati«r«.] 

Viclorj,  al  Sea,  ieiU  August,  1901. 

Sir, 
On  my  directing  you,  by  letter  of  the  14th  May  last,  tc 
proceed  to  Naples,  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  canvas  an^ 
cordage,  &c  for  the  Fleet  under  my  command,  it  is  perfectly 
clear  that  the  instructions  therein  contained,  authorized  and 
directed  you  to  procure  these  articles  upon  the  best  and  moat 
reasonable  terms,  (giving  a  preference  to  Mr.  James,  for  the 
reasons  therein  mentioned)  and  to  draw  bills  for  the  payment 
thereof  on  the  Navy  Board.  This  I  took  for  granted  yoq 
had  done,  until  I  received  a  letter,  a  few  days  ago,  from  Mr, 
James,  wherein  he  charges  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  upon  the 
amount  of  the  whole  purchase.  This  bciug  a  measure  so  veij 
extraordinary  and  unusual,  (as  I  consider  you  the  purchaser, 
and  him.  "s,  the  Merchant  of  whom  the  articles  were 
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(cured,)  that  I  must  desire  you  will  transmit  copies  of  the  \ 
feetnent  you  may  have  made  with  Mr.  James,  as  well  as  of  I 
f  paper  relative  thereto,  as  I  cannot  suppose  you  went  to  1 
hples  without  ECttUng  a  iixed  price  upon  every  article,  aud  i 
mode   of  payntenls   by  bills  upon   the  Navy  Board,   afi 
directed ;  and  therefore  the  charge  of  two  and  a  half  per 
cent,  appears  to  me  an  imposition  on  Govemmeni,  which    I 
cannot  snhmit  to.     The  Captain  of  any  of  bis  Majesty's  Ships 
could  have  purchased  Stores  for  the  Fleet  (if  I  had  not  thought 
vou  the  most  proper  person  for  thai  service)  without  a  charge 
of  any  per  centage  whatever  being  made  ;  and  1  do  venture 
to  assert,  that  in  every  instance  where  purchases  are  made  on 
Government  account,  the  blUs  given  for  the  payment  thereof 
include  every  charge,     I  must,  therefore,  desire  your  answer 
to  this  by  the  very  first  Vessel  coming  from  Malta,  with  a  I 
copy   of  the   agreement   and  papers   before   mentioned.     I 

Nelson  and  Bhonte. 


,TO  JOHN  JAMES,  ESQ,  HIS  MAJESrV'S  PRO-CONSUL.  NAPLES. 


Victury,  U  Sea,  20th  Aagaal,  1804. 

r- Admiral  Murray  having  transmitted  to  me  your  letter 
'  ihe  26th  ultimo,  with  the  duplicate  account  of  storcB 
therein  mentioned,  purchased  by  Mr,  Taylor  from  you,  and 
sent  in  the  Termagant  for  the  use  of  the  Fleet  under  my 
command,  and  as  I  consider  Mr.  Taylor,  his  Majesty's  Store- 
keeper at  Maha,  the  purchaser,  and  you  the  Merchant  of 
whom  the  Stores  before  alluded  to  were  bought,  I  cannot 
help  expressing  my  astonishment  at  observing  in  the  said 
accoimts,  not  only  a  Custom-House  charge  and  agio  on  the 
ducat,  but  also  a  commission  of  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  on 
the  whole  amount.  I  must,  therefore,  request  that  you  will  ' 
transmit  me  a  copy  of  the  agreement  or  contract,  which  Mr. 
Taylor  may  have  entered  into  with  you,  and  other  papers  rela- 
in  order  that  I  may  most  fully  understand  i 
msaction,  which  at  present  I  do  not ;  for  my  idea  of  pi 
at  if  I  agree  with  a  Merchant  to  deliver  me  a  O 
N  2 
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tain  quantity  of  goods  on  board  any  Ship,  or  otherwise,  at  a 

certain  price,  I  consider  that  that  price  includes  everything, 

and,  therefore,  I  protest  against  the  two  and  a  half  per  cent, 

and  desire  the  business  may  be  put  a  stop  to  for  the  present 

I  am,  &c 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

P.S. — As  the  cordage  of  every  description  ischai^d  to  the 
Board  of  his  Majesty  Navy,  in  fathoms,  the  rope  you  sent  on 
Board  the  Kent  and  Termagant  ought  also  to  have  been  in 
fathoms. 


TO  SIR  WILUAM  BOLTON,  COMMANDER  OF  H.  M.  SLOOP 

CHILDERS. 

[Order-Book.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  30th  Aagust,  1804. 

You  are  hereby  required  and  directed  to  proceed  to  Barce- 
lona in  his  Majesty's  Sloop  Childers,  under  your  command, 
with  all  dispatch  (using  the  necessary  precaution  in  commu- 
nicating with  the  shore,  previous  to  your  anchoring  the  said 
Sloop)  and  deliver  my  letter  to  Mr.  Gibert,  his  Majesty's  Pro- 
Consul  at  that  place,  and  receive  from  him  such  letters,  papers, 
&C.  as  he  may  have  for  me.  Having  so  done,  you  will  make 
the  best  of  your  way  to  Rosas,  and  deliver  my  letter,  herewith 
transmitted,  to  Mr.  Edward  Gayner,  Merchant  at  that  place, 
who  will  give  you  such  letters  and  papers,  as  he  may  have  for 
me,  with  any  Political  information  he  may  be  able  to  obtain, 
with  which  you  will  return  and  join  the  Squadron  on  Ren- 
dezvous No  102,  where  you  will  find  me,  or  orders  for  your 
further  proceedings ;  and  as  I  am  exceedingly  anxious  for  in- 
formation from  England,  and  also  with  respect  to  the  Political 
state  of  Spain,  I  must  desire  that  this  service  is  performed 
without  a  moment's  loss  of  time. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


WAS.-} 


TO  LADY  HAMILTON. 
[From  "  Lard  Nelton'*  Letters  Id  Ladf  HuniltDD," 


'lory,  AugQBt  3l8l. 


;h  Sjiiiit. 


Mj  ever  dearest  Emma, 
Yesterday,  I  wrote  to  you,  through  Spaio;  this  goes  by 
Naples.  Mr.  Falconetj  I  think,  will  send  it;  although,  I  am 
sure,  he  feels  great  fear  from  llie  French  Minister,  for  having 
anything  to  do  with  us.  Mr.  Greville  is  a  shabby  fellow  I  It 
never  could  have  been  the  intention  of  Sir  William,  but  that 
you  should  have  had  seven  hundred  pounds  a  year,  ucat 
money ;  for,  when  he  made  the  Will,  the  Income  Tax  was 
double  to  what  it  is  at  present;  and  the  estate  which  it  is  | 
pEwd  from  is  increasing  every  year  in  value.  It  may  be  hiw, 
but  it  is  not  just;  nor  in  equity  would,  I  believe,  be  consi- 
dered as  the  will  and  intention  of  Sir  William.  Never  mind  I 
Thank  God,  you  do  not  want  any  of  his  kindness ;  nor  will 
he  give  you  justice  ! 

I  may  fairly  say  all  this ;  because  my  actions  are  different, 

even  to  a  person  who  has  treated  me  so  ill.     As  to ,  I 

know  the  full  extent  of  the  obligation  I  owe  him,  and  he  may 
be  usefiil  to  me  again ;  but  I  can  never  forget  his  unkindness 
to  yoiL  But,  I  guess,  many  reasons  influenced  his  conduct, 
in  bragging  of  his  riches,  and  my  honourable  poverty ;  but, 
i  I  have  often  said,  and  with  honest  pride,  what  I  have  is 
liy  own;  it  never  cost  the  widow  a  tear,  or  the  Nation  a 
~  rthing.  I  got  what  I  have  with  my  pure  blood,  from  the 
Enemies  of  my  Country.  Our  house,  my  own  Emma,  is  built 
upon  a  solid  foundation  ;  and  will  last  to  us,  when  his  house 
aad  lands  may  belong  to  others  than  his  children,     [  would  not 

KfC  believed  it,  from  any  one  but  you  I  But,  if  ever  I  go 
vad  again,  matters  shall  be  settled  very  differenlly.  i  am  | 
rking  hard  with  Gibbs  about  Bronte,  but  the  calls  upon  me 
are  very  heavy.  Next  September,  I  shall  be  clear;  I  mean, 
September  1805.  I  have  wrote  to  both  Acton  and  the  Queen 
about  you.  I  do  not  think  she  likes  Mr,  EUiot;  and,  there- 
fore, I  wish  she  had  never  shown  him  my  letters  about  you. 
We  also  know  that  he  has  a  card  of  his  own  to  play.  Dr. 
Scott,  who  is  a  good  man — although,  poor  fellow  t  very  otlea   i 
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wrong  in  the  head — is  going  with  Staines,  in  the  Cameleon, 
just  to  take  a  peep  at  Naples  and  Palermo.  I  have  intro- 
duced him  to  Acton,  who  is  very  civil  to  everybody  from  me. 
The  Admirahy  proceedings  towards  me,  you  will  know  much 
sooner  than  I  shall.  I  hope  they  will  do  the  thing  hand- 
somely, and  allow  of  my  return  in  the  Spring;  but  I  do  not 
expect  it.  I  am  very  uneasy  at  your  and  Horatia  being  on 
the  Coast;  for  you  cannot  move,  if  the  French  make  the 
attempt;  which,  I  am  told,  they  have  done,  and  been  re- 
pulsed.    Pray  God,  it  may  be  true  ! 

I  shall  rejoice  to  hear  you  and  Horatia  are  safe  at  Merton ; 
and  happy  shall  I  be,  the  day  I  join  you.  Gannam  Justem, 
Gaetano  is  very  grateful  for  your  remembrance  of  him.  Mr. 
Chevalier  is  an  excellent  servant  William  says,  he  has  wrote 
twice :  I  suppose  he  thinks  that  enough.  This  is  written 
within  three  miles  of  the  Fleet  in  Toulon,  who  are  looking 
very  tempting.  Kind  regards  to  Mrs.  Cadogan,  Charlotte, 
&c.  and  compliments  to  all  our  joint  friends;  for  they  are 
no  friends  of  mine,  who  are  not  friends  to  Emma.  God  bless 
you,  again  and  again!  Captain  Hardy  has  not  been  very 
well ;  and  I  fancy,  Admiral  Murray  will  not  be  sorry  to  see 
England,  especially  since  he  has  been  promoted he  ex- 
pects his  flag  may  be  up.  God  bless  you,  my  dearest  Emma, 
and  be  assured  I  am,  &c. 


TO  CARDINAL  DESPUIG. 

[From  Clarke  and  M*Arthur,  vol.  ii.  p.  385.] 

August,  1804. 

Having  always  paid  the  greatest  attention  to  your  Brother 
Cardinals,  and  to  the  Sovereignty  of  the  Pope,  particularly  in 
1798,  when  I  saved  them  from  Naples,  and  in  1799,  when  a 
British  Naval  Officer  under  my  orders  hoisted  the  Papal 
colours,  and  hauled  down  the  French,  upon  the  Castle  of  St 
Angelo,  I  therefore  send  (although  I  am  sure  no  British 
Officer  requires  such  an  order)  an  order  for  every  Officer 
under  my  command  to  pay  your  Eminence  all  the  respect 
due  to  your  high  rank,  and  also  to  give  you  every  facility  in 
their  po  'vard  the  successful  termination  of  your 
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toage  :  and  if  I  can  be  useful  in  sending  your  Eminence  to 
ply,  only  tell  me  so,  and  I  shall  be  happy  in  the  opportunity 
issuring  your  Eminence  with  what  respect  I  am,  your  moBt 
iedi«nt  servant, 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


3  CAPTAIN  THOMAS  STAINES,  ESQ-  H.M.  SLOOP  CAMELEON. 
[Order-Book.] 

Viclory,  u  Sei.  Isi  8opWmber,  IH04. 

Most  secreL 

You  are  hereby  required  and  directed  tu  proceed  without 
a  moment's  loss  of  time  in  bis  Majesty's  Sloop  Cameleon, 
under  your  command,  through  the  Faro  of  Messina  into  the 
Adriatic,  and  cruise  and  search  for  the  numerous  French 
Privateers  which  infest  that  sea,  as  you  will  observe  by  iho 
enclosed  list.  You  will  call  occasionally  at  Trieste,  Pirano, 
Fiumc,  Ragusa,  and,  in  short,  at  any  place  not  occupied 
by  the  French,  where  you  may  possibly  gain  information, 
except  Ancoaa  and  Af  anfircdonia  :  both  these  last-mentioned 
places  appear  to  require  great  caution  in  approaching  their  | 
harbours,  you  will,  therefore,  act  with  respect  thereto  as  from 
circatnstances  may  be  proper.  As  the  object  of  the  service 
e  to  be  employed  on,  is  secret  and  confidential,  you 
Vtrill  conceal  it  from  any  Senior  Officer  you  may  fall  in  with, 
fad  also  from  our  Consuls,  acquainting  them  that  you  expect 
latches  either  for  me,  or  orders  lo  meet  you  at  the  place, 
c&c,  which  will  regulate  your  future  conduct;  consequently, 
your  stay  in  the  Adriatic  and  time  of  leaving  it,  will  also 
remain  with  yourself.  In  the  event  of  your  being  applied  to 
take  Convoy,  except  from  Trieste  to  Venice,  or  a  similar 
distance,  which  will  only  employ  the  Cameleon  for  a  few 
hours,  you  will  on  no  account  do  so,  stating,  as  a  reason,  that 
you  are  employed  on  a  particular  senice,  and  expect  orders 
or  dispatches  for  me,  and  therefore  cannot  divert  from  it  a 
moment ;  but  in  this  your  judgment  will  point  out  what  may 
be  most  proper ;  and  I  am  led  to  hope  from  your  disguising 
ibe  Cameleon,  added  to  the  known  abilities  and  perseverance 
ks  on  all  occ^ions  marked  your  conduct,  that  your 
lent  vint  to  the  Adriatic  will  clear  that  place  of  tlie 
kivateers  before  alluded  to. 
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The  EneniT's  Veaseb  which  too  may  capture  can  be  sent 
into  any  of  the  Aostrian  Ports,  or  certainlT  into  Corfii,  until 
TOQ  retiun  to  3Ialta,  when  tou  will  take  any  Convoy  from  the 
Adriatic,  which  may  be  ready  to  proceed  to  Valetta  Harbour, 
under  your  protection.  I  herewith  transmit  you  a  copy  of  a 
letter  from  Captain  Raynsford,  of  the  Morgiana,  which  will 
enable  you  to  form  a  judgment  how  to  act,  together  with  an 
order  to  prevent  any  Senior  Officer  from  interfering  with 
you,  or  to  demand  a  sight  of  this,  which  is  most  secret. 

I  hope  the  state  of  the  Cameleon,  in  every  respect,  will 
enable  vou  to  continue  on  thb  service  in  the  Adriatic  until 
the  end  of  October,  when  you  will  return  to  Malta,  and  deliver 
the  accompanying  order  to  the  Officers  of  that  Yard,  which 
will  enable  you  to  make  her  complete,  and  fit  for  any 
future  service.  In  the  execution  of  these  instructions  I  rely 
with  confidence  on  your  judgment  and  exertions,  and  must 
leave  it  for  you  to  act  as  from  circumstances  of  information 
you  may  judge  best  for  the  destruction  of  the  Enemy's 
Privateers. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  THE  CAPTAIN  OR  COMMANDER  OF  ANY  OF  HIS  MAJESTTi's 
SHIPS  OR  VESSELS  WHO  MAY  FALL  IN  WITH  HIS  MAJEST\'S 
SLOOP  CA^IELEON. 

[Order-Book.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  Ist  September,  1804. 

You  are  hereby  required  and  directed  on  no  account  to 
interfere  with  Captain  Staines,  or  to  demand  a  sight  of  his 
Orders,  which  are  most  secret^  unless  from  particular  circum- 
stances it  may  be  judged  necessary,  in  which  case  you  are  to 
keep  them  most  inviolably  secret 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  ROBERT  PETTET,  H.  M.  SLOOP  TERMAGANT. 

[Order-Book.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  Ist  September,  1804. 

You  are  hereby  required  and  directed  to  proceed  without 
a  momenta  '         "  time  in  his  Majesty's  Sloop  Termagant, 
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under  your  command,   to  Palermo,  and  deliver   my  i 
dispatches  herewith    transmitted    to  Captain   Staines  of  the  I 
Cameieon,  passing  through  the  Straits  of  Bonifaccio,  on  youp  I 
way  to  the  ahove  mentioned  place  (but  on  no  account  to  I 
anchor    at    Madalcna).        Should    the    Cameieon    not    have   ] 
arrived  at  Palermo,  you  will  watt  there  for  Captain  Staines, 
and  receive  Jrom  him  such  letters,  &c.   as   he   may   have 
brought  from  Naples;    and  afterwards,   remain   at  Palermo 
three  days  for  such  dispatches  as  Sir  John  Acton  and  Mr. 
Gibbs  may  have  to  send  lo  me.     Having  waited  at  Palermo, 
and  received  the  letters,  &c.,  as  above  mentioned,  you  will 
return  and  join  me  with  all  possible  expedition,  passing  to   ' 
the  Southward  of  Sardinia,  in  order  to  get  your  Westing,  and   | 
join  mc  on  Rendezvous  No.  102,   where  you  will  find  the 
Squadron,  or  orders  for  your  further  proceedings.      Should  j 
you  be  fi)rced  to  the  Westward  as  far  as  Minorca,  and  as  Cape 
St.  Sehastiana  is  not  far  out  of  your  way,  it  is  possible  the  Fleet  J 
may  be  there :  you  will,  consequently,  judge  the  propriety  of  ] 
passing  through  Rendezvous  Na  97. 

I  Nelson  and  Bbonte. 

TO  CAPTAIN  ROBERT  RAYNSFORD,  H.M.  SLOOP  MOltGlANA. 
[From  a  Copj  in  ibe  AdmiraJty.] 
Vie  Lory,  at  Sea,  ■Zni  Septemlwr,  1801. 
i 


Sir, 


I  have  received  your  letters  of  the  29th  and  30th  July,  to- 
!thcr  with  the  several  inclosures  which  accompanied  them, 
and  I  have  great  satisfaction  in  expressing  my  full  and  entire 
approbation  of  every  part  of  your  conduct,  as  mentioned  in 
your  foresaid  letters.  With  respect  to  the  line  of  conduct 
necessary  to  be  observed  with  the  Enemy's  Privateers,  under  ] 
similar  circumstances,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  name  any^  I 
precise  mode  of  proceeding ;  for  if  the  laws  of  Neutrality  are 
not  adhered  to,  and  enl'orced  by  the  Powers  in  amity  with  all 
the  world,  it  will,  I  fear,  if  remonstrances  are  not  atteuded  to 
by  those  Powers,  become  necessary  to  destroy  the  Enemy's 
Privateers  wherever  they  may  be  found.  But  this  measure 
must  not  be  resorted  to  until  proofs  of  misconduct  on  the  part 
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of  our  Enemies  have  been  made  manifest  In  that  case,  I  am 
clearly  of  opinion,  that  on  the  spot  where  the  breach  of 
Neutrality  has  been  committed  by  the  French,  the  Enemy  has 
no  right  to  claim  the  protection  of  Neutrality,  if  he  should  be 
overpowered.  I  am  sure  it  is  the  furthest  from  the  wish  of  our 
Grovemment  to  break  the  Neutrality  of  any  State,  although  the 
French  may ;  but  it  is  no  longer  a  Neutral  spot,  if  the  French 
are  permitted  to  commit  hostilities  against  us.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bbonte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  VINCENT,  H.  M.  SLOOP  ARROW. 
[From  "  The  Naval  Chronicle,"  vol.  xvu.  p.  278.] 
gir^  Victory,  at  Sea,  2nd  September,  1804. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  8th  of  August  last,  with 
the  several  enclosures  therein  mentioned,  and  very  highly  ap- 
prove, of  your  complying  with  Mr.  Foresti's  request  in  convey- 
ing his  dispatches  to  Venice,  and  landing  the  Russian  courier 
at  that  place.  I  am  very  much  obliged  by  the  information 
contained  in  your  said  letter  and  enclosures ;  and  particularly 
satisfied  with  the  whole  of  your  proceedings.  With  respect 
to  the  line  of  conduct  necessary  to  be  observed  in  the  de- 
struction of  the  Enemy's  Privateers,  I  must  beg  to  remark  to 
you  the  same  as  I  have  done  to  Captain  Raynsford — viz.,  "  It 
is  impossible  for  me,"  &c.  [Vide  p.  185,  ante.]     I  am,  &c., 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

to  captain  phiup  lamb,  resident  agent  of  transports, 

MALTA, 
[Letter-Book.] 
Sir,  Victory,  at  Sea,  2nd  September,  1804. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  20th  ultimo,  transmit- 
ting, for  my  information,  the  state  of  the  Transports  and 
Prisoners  of  War,  under  your  charge.  I  am  perfectly  satis- 
fied with  your  ready  acquiescence  in  every  point  of  service, 
and  I  am  equally  so,  that  your  fiiture  attention  to  the  good 
and  interest  of  his  Majesty's  Service  in  your  department,  will 
be  unremitting.     I  am,  &c.. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 
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i  LIEUTENANT  HARDING  SHAW,  COMMANDING  H.  M.  BHIG 
SPIDER. 


Sir. 


It  Se^  -iai  September,  IBOi. 


I  have  received  your  letters  of  the  9th  July  and  20th  ' 
ultimo ;  the  former  acquainting  me  with  the  detention  of  the 
Kagusa  Brig,  Madonna  del  Rosario,  from  Caaca,  Island  of 
Candia,  bound  to  Morsciiles,  with  oil;  auJ  the  latter  ques- 
tioniag  the  existence  of  a  British  Consul  at  Canea,  by  the 
name  of  Bertrand,  who  it  appears  had  signed  some  of  the  I 
eaid  VesseFa  papers  as  such,  observing,  at  the  same  time,  that 
it  might  he  to  the  advantage  of  our  Cruizers  to  ascertain  this 
fact,  and  to  permit  your  going  there  for  that  purpose.  In 
answer  thereto,  I  hope  the  concealed  papers  you  mention, 
and  other  circumstances,  may  determine  the  Judge  of  the 
Vice-Admiralty  Court  at  Malta  to  deem  her  a  legal  prize; 
hot  I  cannot  see  the  necessity  of  your  proceeding  to  Canea, 
for  the  purpose  stated  in  your  said  letter,  as  there  is  no  doubt  < 
that  vou  will  be  able  to  ascertain  the  fact  from  Sir  Alexander 
Ball,  who  must  know  all  the  British  Consuls,  and  from  any 

I  Vessel  arriving  at  Malta  from  that  place,  or  Merchant  who 
mg^  have  correspondents  at  Canea.     I  am,  &c., 
F  Nblson  any  Bronte. 

f 


0  CAPTAIN  CHARLES  MARSH  SCHOMBERG,  H.M.  SHIP  MADRAS. 
[Letter- Book.] 


FU,  ■itii  September,  1B(U. 

Dear  Sir, 
[  am  sorry  to  observe  that  his  Majesty's  Ship  Madras, 
under  your  command,  bears  a  Lieutenant  more  than  her 
cslabtished  complement,  in  consequence  of  Lieutenant  Isaac 
SlnitlV  being  invalided  as  belonging  to  that  Ship,  and  from 
the  report  of  survey  on  the  said  Lieutenant,  stating  him  as  one 
of  her  proper  Officers,  I  appointed  Mr.  Charles  Royer  in  his 
,  without  adverting  to  the   circumstance  of  Lieutenant 

*  Us  di«d  M  Uenleuuit,  about  1S23.  I 
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Strutt's  having  belonged  to  the  Donegal^  and  exchanged 
duties  with  Mr.  Seymour/  who  was  appointed  to  the  Madras 
in  the  room  of  Lieutenant  Coltman,  invalided  from  that  Ship 
on  the  14th  January  last,  and  afterwards  succeeded  by  Lieu- 
tenant Adderley,"  appointed  by  the  Admiralty.  This  late  ap- 
pointment of  Mr.  Adderley's,  led,  in  the  first  instance,  to  the 
mistake  ;"and  the  suffering  Lieutenant  Strutt,  of  the  Donegal,  to 
be  invalided  from  the  Madras,  when  in  fact  he  ought  to  have 
been  retumedto  his  proper  Ship,  or  discharged  from  the  Service 
on  Lieutenant  Adderley's  joining,  has  led  to  a  subsequent  one. 
But  we  must  endeavour  to  get  rid  of  it  the  best  way  we  can, 
and,  therefore,  I  have  enclosed  an  Acting-Order  for  Mr.  Royer, 
in  the  room  of  Lieutenant  Waller,  and  request  you  will  be  so 
good  as  date  the  said  order  the  day  after  Mr.  Waller  may  be  in- 
valided, and  acquaint  me  therewith,  that  I  may  also  date  the 
copy  in  my  possession.     I  am,  with  much  regard,  dear  Sir,  &c.. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  CHARLES  MARSH  SCHOMBERG,  H.  M.  SHIP  MADRAS. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victorv,  at  Sea,  2ud  September,  1804. 

Sir, 
Lord  Elgin  having  requested  through  Sir  Alexander  Ball 
that  I  would  allow  a  Ship  to  call  at  Cerigo,  to  bring  from 
thence  to  Malta  some  marble  antiquities,'  and  as  I  am  per- 
fectly disposed  to  meet  his  Lordship's  wishes  on  this  occasion, 
I  am  to  desire  you  will  send  a  small  Transport  to  Cerigo,  with 
the  first  Convoy  going  up  the  Levant,  and  leave  her  there,  for 
the  purpose  of  receiving  the  antiquities  before-mentioned  on 
board  (provided  it  is  a  safe  place  for  her  to  remain  at)  till  the 
return  of  the  Convoy,  when  you  will  direct  the  OflScer  in 
charge  thereof  to  call  at  Cerigo,  and  bring  the  Transport  with 
his  Lordship's  antiquities  on  board,  safe  under  his  protection 
to  Malta,  when  Sir  Alexander  Ball  will  direct  the  disposal  of 
them ;  and  if  it  is  intended  to  send  them  to  England,  you  will 
give  the  necessary  orders  accordingly.     I  am,  &c 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

*  Vide  vol.  V.  p.  415.  ■  Now  Captain  Arden  Adderley. 

'  The  Elgin  Marbles,  now  in  the  British  MuBeum. 
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TO  MAJOR  LOWE. 

[Aiiiogrspb,  in  ihe  poiipasion  of  Joai«h  Fl«nch,  Esq.] 

Vicwi7,  Scpiembrr  Dth,  t8(M. 
Dear  Sir, 
I  have  been  favoured  with  your  letier  of  August  2l5t,  and 
Stepbano  Scapero  shall  be  sent  to  Comle  Revel)  who  I  have 
also  wrote  to  upon  the  subject,  assuring  him  ihat  it  was  un- 
desigQedly  Captain  Morati  enlisting  him ;  but  Captain  M, 
has  trusted,  as  Comte  Revel  vrrites  me,  unfaithful  (>eopIe  in 
the  environs  of  Sapirc  to  recruit  for  him.  Considering  upon 
what  tender  ground  the  recruiting  is  upon  everywhere,  we 
should  be  very  guarded  in  our  conduct,  and  not  commit  the 
only  Power  who  overlooks  our  recruiting  in  their  Dominions. 
I  am  sure  your  orders  have  been  correct.  I  am,  dear  Sir, 
wishing  you  every  succesa  in  completing  your  Corps,  your  very 
,  &itliful  servant, 

Nelson  and  Bbonte. 


TO  MAJOR-GENERAL  VILLETTES.*  MALTA. 
[Autagn^b,  in  the  pusaegBinu  of  Mr.  M.  M.  Ilolloway.] 

VictDI7,  September  Hlb,  IBOl. 

My  dear  General, 
[  Scapero  is  received,  and  I  have  wrote  to  Comte  Revel,  I 
if  the   man  is   not  really  a  deserter,  he   may   be   re-  . 
tomed.     But,  in  fact,   the  Sardinian  Government  allowing 
r  recruiting  at  Madalena,  is  such  an  act  of  kindness  in 
rthem  (when  none  of  the  Great  Powers  will   permit  it)  ai 
demands  all  our  attention  with  respect  to  the  consequences    , 
of  giving  up  ihia  Sardinian  ;  it  is  but  an  act  of  common  jus-    i 
tice,  as  they  give  up  all  ours.     And,  to  say  the  truth,  1  bad 
rather  that  not  one  Corsican  or  Italian  was  raised,  if  it  is  to 
be  at  the  expense  of  perhaps  losing  double  the  number  of 
English   Seamen ;  for   such  is  the  love  for  roaming  of  our 
len,  ihat  I  am  sure  they  would  desert  from  heaven  to  hell, 
lerely  for  the  sake  of  change. 

»  Of  Ihis  Offlter.  some  accounl  will  b«  found  in  vul.  i.  p.  378.     H«  died  a  L 

U-Oenenl,  «hil«  comnuuidiag  Ibe  Forces  iu  JsmmicB.  on  the  I3lb  of  July  J 
»,  »gtd  M.  A  Memoir  of  him  i»  given  in  the  GBnlletB«l'»  Mtguine.  ««1.'^ 
t-ftttl-f.  i^T,  *ni  pan  ii.  |i.  798. 
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I  should  be  very  sorry  if  the  few  Recruits  we  gel  for  the 
Marines,  ehouid  interfere  with  recruiting  for  the  Army.  I 
never  wish  to  see  an  Italian  recruit.  If  they  come,  I  must 
receive  them ;  but  I  give  no  encouragcmcut  to  the  raising 
Italians.  Good  Germans  I  cannot  iiave  any  objections  to. 
If  the  Russians  continue  increasing  their  Naval  Force  in 
this  Country,  I  do  not  thiuk  tho  French  will  venture  to  the 
Eastward ;  therefore,  I  rather  expect  they  will,  as  the  year 
advances,  try  to  get  out  of  the  Straits;  and  should  they  accom- 
plish  it  with  7000  Troops  on  board,  I  am  sure  we  should  lose 
half  oiu-  West  India  Islands,  for  I  think  they  would  go  there, 
and  not  to  Ireland.  Whatever  may  be  their  destination,  I 
shall  certainly  follow,  he  it  even  to  the  East  Indies.  Such  a 
pursuit  would  do  more,  perhaps,  towards  restoring  me  to 
health  than  all  the  Doctors;  but  I  fear  this  is  reserved  for 
some  happier  man.  Not  that  I  can  complain  ;  I  have  had  S 
goo<l  race  of  glory,  but  we  are  never  satisfied,  althougli  I 
hope  I  am  duly  thankful  for  the  past ;  but  one  cannot  help, 
being  at  sea,  longing  for  a  little  more.  La  Touche  has  given 
me  the  slip — he  died  of  the  colic ;  perhaps  Buonaparte's,  for 
they  say  he  was  a  rank  Republican.  Dumanoir  is  the  Rear- 
Admiral  at  present  in  Toulon.  God  bless  you,  my  dear 
General,  and  believe  me  ever,  your  much  obliged  friend, 
Nelbon  and  Bronte. 


TO  UEAR-ADMIRAL  SIR  RICHARD  BICKERTON.  BART. 


[From  Clarke  and  M'Arlllur,  vol.  ii.  p.  SSB.    "Thun.ds 
Piuted  H.  M,  Sliipa  Roj«I  Sovemgn,  apenoer,  LeiiHtl 

Thuader,  ind  Aolieron Out  all  reefi  of  lUe  (opsai!*. 

in  for  Toolou  iindsr  all  smil  n-iUt   the   Sliuboard  Divin 


iplrmbfr.  6  x.ti. 
fUtat,  BBlleide, 
>,  irore  and  atood 

n,  except  tlia  SprHMf. 

n  tbe  nfBng.    Squidnn 


AtS' 


Nigrr  rejoined.     MnaLered  nl  quu-Iers :  LurboBrd  Di 

in  Oompttif.    At  Noim,  Cipe  Slcie  North,  pight  1ei| 

Bul,  urkmi,  and  Love  to.    At  2'45,  made  aail  on  tlie  tarboud  tack.    At  (t'lO,  Ml 

royals.  Joioed  H.&l.  Ships  Bojal  Sovereign,  Spencer,  BelleiaU,EiEFUeDl,Lenathai 

Thunder,  aud  Acheron." — nrioty'*  Log,} 

VietDi7,  Septemher  eth,  1604. 

I  shall  stand  inshore  with  tlie  Starboard  Division,  and  I 
therefore  desire  you  to  keep  your  present  position.  I  shall 
come  back  again  in  the  evening,  merely  wishing  to  take  a 
look   •  '      ■"■€  out;  for  I   think  they  will  now  pueh  to  the 
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Westward,  and  if  they  should  get  out  of  the  Straits,  I  am  of  1 

opinion  lliey  will  try  for  the   West  Indies,  and  then,  with  I 

7000  Troops,  farewell  our  Islands.     I  am,  &c,  I 

Nelbon  and  Bronte.       1 

^k  tosir  alexander  john  ball,  baht„  malta.*  i 

^L  [Aatognph.  in  tlie  poiusHioii  at  Sir  WilliBm  Kiiilh  Bid),  But.]  I 

^L  My  dear  Ball,  Viilorj.  SepleuibCT  Hlh,  1M04. 

^L    Many  thanks  for  your  Virnl  letter  of  August  20th.     I  am 
^nensible  of  your  partiality  for  tne  ;  but  I  cannot  bring  myself 

^Br  '  or  ibis  vble  Omcer,  the  foUowiDg  brief  notice  will  prabubl^  be  read  with  In- 
^nbnH.  AfterMringmuchserviej,  inclndinij Lord  Bodnej'n  Aclioo  in  1782.  C^Uin 
*  Ban  ohuiaed  PdsI  Bulk  in  171^)  ;  Uiil  luting  gone  lo  Fnaoe  diuing  Ihe  Peicb,  hi 
met  Nelaon  It  Si.  Omer's,  in  Novembsr  of  chat  yeut,  jibtie,  M  bu  been  alirmdj 
obsened,  ibe7  imbibed  «  mutual  dislike  Tor  escb  otber.  (Vol.  i.  p.  RS.)  Ths 
fcnwHiable  manner  ia  which,  after  an  inteml  of  mimy  jtm,  Lheir  ftieodBbip 
oommmcpd.  baa  ileo  bfen  slated,  (vol,  iii,  p.  21,)  aod  it  baa  been  ahown  IbU 
Captain  Boll  gieallj  diBlinguished  biinafllf  at  the  Battle  nf  Ibe  Nile,  in  cammBud  of 
the  Al«aiider.  In  Ociuber  17nH,  bu  woa  plaitd  bj  Lord  Nelsou  in  command  of  Ibi 
Squadron  blockading  MiJla,  and  "  al  the  reqaest  of  the  Chief  of  the  cnnlending  fic- 
[ioOB  in  that  Island,  he  medinled  between  tbem,  mcoeeded  in  restoring  barmon;.  and 
bj  big  «i»  and  eonefliator;  eouduet,  secored  the  ronlldeuee  of  the  Maltese  people. 
He  preKidfd  over  their  coum^ila,  organized  the  gOTemmenC,  and,  vith  tilDgnlar  :ieal 
and  energy,  directed  the  operalionn  of  Ibe  nnlive  baltalions."  At  the  request  of  the 
HalU«,  bia  Sicilian  HajealT  appointed  him  Governor  of  Malta;  and  tboagb  be 
joiaed  Lord  NeUon  in  Ibe  Alexander,  in  Ua;  17DD.  be  aonn  after  returned  lo  the 
government  of  Malta,  at  Ibe  eamcil  desire  of  (lie  inhabitants.  Ill  March  1801, 
Captain  Ball  was  supeneded  al  Malt*  bj  Miyor-Ceneral  Pigot.  the  Commander  of 
die  Fopcea;  and,  in  Jnne  following,  his  eminecl  sen-ices  were  rewarded  bj  it 
Baroneiev.  iR^vionol]'  lo  which  he  bad  obtained  penniHion  to  wear  the  Cross  oT 
Conunander  of  the  Order  of  8l.  Ferdinand  and  Merit,  and  of  the  Order  of 
Malta.  Bjr  the  Trcaij  of  AiDieiut,  the  Island  of  Malta  nan  to  retert  to  Ihe  Order 
of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem,  and  Sir  Ahixander  Ball  was  sent  to  Malta  as  British 
Plcnipolcntiarr,  where  be  was  received,  on  his  arriial  in  August  IHOS,  with  the 
strongevt  drmaiutnuiona  of  gralilude  and  aflection.  Soon  afler,  the  Civil  Go- 
vrrnmenl  of  the  Island  was  lemporaril;  placed  in  his  hands;  and,  in  ISIS,  be  *ai 
eonllnned  a*  bis  Miyeal/s  Comnussioner  for  the  Civil  Affairs  of  Mall*.  In  ISOB, 
he  obtained  the  rank  of  Rear-Ailmiral,  and  in  l(iDT,  tiut  ordeied  lo  hoist  bia 
Flaf,  and  rairj'  on  Ihe  Naval  dnliei  of  the  harbour  of  Vuletla.  in  conjrmelion  with 
tba*e  of  Civil  Governor.  Sir  Alexander  Ball  died  at  Malla,  a  Sear-Admiral  of  Ibe 
White,  on  Ihe  Uih  of  Orlolier  leiOD,  aged  n2,  deeply  lamented  by  all  to  whom  lie  waa 
kuowti :  and  mure  npecial!}  by  tbe  Maltese,  who.  from  his  paternal  care,  and  kind- 
t,  had  bellowed  upon  him  the  appellation  of  their  "  father."    The  high 


which  Nelson  entertained  of  his  I 


i>  pnblication  of  a  Memoir  i 


r  his  Services,  ii 


nbyb 


npondcneo ; 


lulling  a  selection  from  ia%  Leltrra, 
1  poaitioD  among  the  Natal  Worthies  ot  bii 
0  Keith  Ball,  Dart.,  ihe  PubUc  are  indebted 


to  suppose  Ijut  tbat  one  half  of  the  Admirals  on  ihe  list  wiQ 
perform  the  duty  of  the  Mediterranean  Command  as  well,  «t 
least,  as  myself;  and  if  the  other  half  of  the  Admirals'  list  wu 
to  hear  of  my  vanity  they  would  think  mc  a  fool;  but  be  that 
as  it  may,  I  am  very  far  from  well.  At  the  same  time  if  I  was 
to  get  better,  nothing  could  please  me  so  much  as  returning 
to  this  Command;  but  I  have  no  interest  and  another  mil 
come,  and  I  think  very  probably  Orde,  or  Curtis — Young 
seems  fixed  at  Plymouth.  With  respect  to  Mr,  Fagan,  you 
sent  me  Admiral  Murray's  letter  instead  of  his,  (but  I  can 
assure  you  I  have  not  read  it)  I  have  beard  Mr.  F^an  well 
spoken  of  by  several  of  our  travelling  gentry,  and  I  carried 
Wm  from  Naples,  and  returned  him  to  Leghorn ;  but  if  I  had 
interest,  I  must  knovi-  more  of  bis  services  than  1  can  recollect 
at  present,  and  what  remuneration  an  Artist  can  claim  from 
Government  I  know  not.  He  wants,  I  fancy,  to  be  Consul 
and  Agent  at  Civiti  Vecchia  and  Rome,  which  Mr.  Dennis 
has  been  long  appointed  to.  The  Vice-Consul  at  Girgenti 
has  much  greater  claims  upon  the  Government  than  Mr. 
Fagan,  and  both  you  and  I  ought  to  escrt  ourselves  to  get 
him  a  small  pension  as  Vicc-Consul ;  but  of  his  merits  you 
know  even  more  than  I  do,  I  have  read  the  account  of 
the  Marquis  Dasscrto,  I  never  intended  to  hold  any  com- 
munication with  him.  I  considered  him  as  a  French  spy,  and 
for  that  reason  referred  him  to  Diplomatic  characters,  if  he 
had  anything  to  coramunicatc.  Mr.  Elliot  wanted  to  send  me 
some  good  Frenchmen,  to  go  ashore,  and  to  get  me  informa- 
tion. My  [answer]  to  all  these  offers  [is],  '  I  can  be  told 
nothing  of  any  consequence  to  me ;  but  a  copy  of  the  French 
Admiral's  orders;  when  he  is  to  put  to  sea,  and  where  be  is 
destined  to,  is  the  only  useful  information  I  can  care  about.  I 
can  sec  the  number  and  force  at  Toulon  any  day  I  please,  and 
as  for  the  names  of  the  Captains  or  Admirals,  I  care  not  what 
they  are  culled;'  therefore,  as  you  may  suppose,  I  have  none 
of  these  '  good  Frenchmen'  about  me.  I  will  direct  the  Agent 
of  Transports  to  send  a  Vessel  to  Ccrigo  with  the  first  Convoy 
destined  into  the  Levant  for  Lord  Elgin's  things,  if  she  will 
lay  in  safety  there,  and  one  of  our  Ships  shall  call  for  her 
upon  her  return.  I  wish  I  had  any  Sloops  of  War ;  but  you 
have  them  all  to  the  Eastward,  and  at  Gibraltar  the  Childere 


U5.J 


be  only  one  I 


raltar  to  be  hove  down.     I 
I  tired,  and  they  have  left  off 
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1  call  upon.      The  Termagant  is  going  to 


wrote 

answeri: 


iers.      The  late  Adm 


alty  thought  I  kept  too  ii 


the  Admiralty  until  I 

ng  those  pans  of  my 

f  to  the 


Eastward  of  Sicily;  the  Smyrna  folks  complain  of  me,  so  do 
the   Adriatic,  so  they  do  between  Cape  de  Gatle  and  Gib- 
raltar.    But  all  I  liave  arc  to  the  Eastward,  as  by  list. 
Bittern,  Arrow,  Halcyon,  Sophie — Gibraltar. 
Morgiana,  Termagant — going  to  heave  down. 
Seahorse,  Childers — between  the  Fleet  and  Spain. 
Renard — September  20tb,  found  bad ;  gone  to  Gibraltar  to 
heave  down. 

Spider,  Hirondelle,  Camelcon — gone  to  the  Adriatic. 
If  I  had  them,  I  do  assure  you  not  one  of  tliem  should  go 
Prize  hunting :  that  I  never  have  done  j  and  to  this  day,  I 
can  solemnly  assure  you,  that  I  am  a  poorer  man  than  the  day 
I  was  ordered  to  the  Mediterranean  Command,  by  upwards  of 
£1000 ;  but  money  I  despise,  except  as  it  is  useful,  and  I  espect 
my  Prine-money  is  embarked  in  the  Toulon  Fleet.  I  should 
think,  now  the  Russians  are  getting  ho  lai^e  a  Naval  Force 
into  tlie  Mediterranean,  that  the  Toulon  Fleet  will  not  think  of 
going  to  the  Eastward.  I  should  rather  think  the  West  Indies 
more  likely  for  them  to  succeed  in.  Suppose  this  Fleet 
escapes,  and  gets  out  of  the  Straits,  I  rather  think  I  should 
bend  my  course  to  the  Westward ;  for  if  they  carry  7000  men 
— with  what  they  have  at  Martinico  and  Gnadaloupe— St. 
Lucia,  Grenada,  St.  Vincent,  Antigua,  and  St  Kitls  would 
fall,  and,    in  that  case,  England  would  be  so  clamorous  for 

3  Peace,  that  we  should  humble  ourselves.     What  do  you  think? 

■Mril  me.     I  have  weighed  Ireland  against  the  West  Indies. 

HVith  me  the  latter  throws  the  beam  up  to  the  ceiling ;  but  I 
may  be  wrong.  It  is  at  best  but  a  guess,  and  the  world  attaches 
wisdom  to  him  that  guesses  right.  I  wish  I  could  see  you 
in  Sanlinia ;  for  if  we  do  not  man^e  to  have  it,  France 
will;  and  what  shall  we  do  then  ?  I  have  wrote  a  last  letter 
upon  the  importance  of  it;  but  I  dare  say  my  opinions  are 
thrown  aside,  as  either  ignorant  or  impertinent :  so  be  iL  God 
bless  you,  my  dear  Ball,  and  ever  be  assured  that  I  am  your 
moel  faithful  friend, 

Nei^on  and  Bronte. 


TO  JOHN  TURNBULL,  ESQ.,  CHA1RMA^  OP  THE  BRITISH 
MERCHANTS  TRADING  TO  THE  MEDITERRANEAN. 


■  Copj  iu  Ihe  Ntlaon  Poptre.] 


Sir, 


■1  Set.  TOi  September,  IBOi. 


I  have  received  through  Mr.  Iliggioa,  Merchaat  at  MaltSi 
jour  letter  without  date,  stating  that  some  little  delay  has 
been  experienced  at  that  place,  by  ihe  Merchant  Vessels 
arriving  from  Englaud,  bound  to  Ports  in  the  -Adriatic  and 
Levant,  being  obliged  to  wail  in  Valetta  Harbour  for  Con- 
voy. Id  answer  to  which,  I  herewith  transmit  you  a  letter 
from  CaptEUD  Schomberg,  of  the  Madras,  dated  the  7lh  Octo- 
ber 1803,  which  will  show  my  general  desire  that  every  poe- 
sible  protection  is  to  be  afforded  the  Trade  bound  to  and 
from  the  Adriatic  and  Levant,  &c.  I  might  also  transmit 
you  several  estracts  of  my  letlers  and  orders  to  Captain  Cra- 
craft  of  the  Anson,  and  other  Officers  employed  in  the 
vicinity  of  Malta,  on  the  same  subject,  but  do  not  judge  it 
necessary,  as  I  am  satisiicd  that  my  instructions  on  that  head 
have  been  as  fully  executed  as  possible  ;  and  it  will  ever  be  my 
particular  desire  to  expedite  our  Trade  to  its  destination,  and 
protect  it  to  the  utmost  of  my  power  from  falling  into  the 
hands  of  the  Enemy. 

I  have  to  observe  on  the  subject  of  the  Enemy's  numerous 
Privateers  and  Row-Boats,  who,  in  violation  of  every  known 
law  of  Neutrality,  capture  our  Trade  under  the  veiy  forts 
which  ought  to  protect  them,  that  the  conduct  of  those  Piratea 
has  been  fully  slated  to  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Ad- 
miralty, and  that  I  have,  in  the  meantime,  adopted  the  most 
effectual  measures  in  my  power  for  their  destruction.  Mr. 
Higgins's  application  to  the  Senior  Officer  at  Malla,  respecting 
Convoys,  will  always  meet  with  due  attention.  I  am,  &c. 
Nelson  and  Bhoh' 


rit.  45.] 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN.  ESQ,  ADMIRALn'. 


[OrigiluJ,  in  I  lie  Ailminll}'.] 


Sir, 


I>  Seplen 


I  herewith  transmit  you  copies  of  two  letters  from  Captain 
Raynsford  of  the  Moi^iana,  dated  the  29th  and  30th  of  Jiilj 
last,  together  with  copies  of  hia  letter  of  the  27th  June,  and  a 
list  of  Privateers  alluded  to  in  his  first-mentioned  letter,  which 
joii  will  please  to  lay  before  the  Lords  Commissionera  of  the 
Admiralty  for  their  information  ;  and  also  a  copy  of  my  answer 
thereto,  dated  the  2nd  instant,  which  also  accompanies  tbia. 
Their  Lordships  will  observe,  by  Captain  Raynsford's  before- 
mentioned  letters,  the  piratical  proceedings  of  the  Enemy's 
Privateers  in  the  Adriatic,  and  the  necessity  of  making  snch 
remonstrances  with  the  Imperial  Court,  as  may  prevent  similar 
robberies  under  their  forls  in  future.  I  must  here  beg  to 
observe  that  the  conduct,  not  only  of  the  Morgiana,  but  also 
of  all  the  Vessels  of  War  employed  in  the  Adriatic  and 
Levant,  has  been  such  as  merits  my  warmest  thanks,  and 
will,  I  hope,  entitle  them  to  their  Lordships'  approbation, 
i  am,  &c. 
^H  Nelson  and  Bronte. 

I 

^^B  Whereas  it  is  my  intention  to  proceed  immediately  with  the 
^^BquadroD  to  Rendezvous  No.  97,  under  Cape  Sl  Sebastians, 
You  are  hereby  required  and  directed  to  take  his  Sfajesty's 
Ship  named  in  the  margin/  under  your  command,  and  station 
yourself  between  Rendezvous  No.  102  and  Toulon,  in  such 
position  as  you  may  judge  best  for  watching  the  Enemy's 
motions  in  that  Port,  and  for  ascertaining  with  correctness 
their  putting  to  sea,  in  case  they  should  do  so.  In  recon- 
Dttring   and  watching   the   Enemy  as   above -directed,  the 
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greatest  care  must  be  taken  that  you  do  not  approach  Touhm 
so  as  to  render  yourself  liable  to  being  becalmed,  and  conse- 
quently to  an  attack  from  a  superior  force  of  Ships  and  Gun- 
boats in  such  situation.     You  will  occasionally  proceed  to 
Rendezvous  No.  102,  in  order  to  acquaint  any  of  his  Majesty's 
Ships  that  the  Squadron  is  gone  to  Rendezvous  No.  97,  where 
they  will  find  me,  or  intelligence  where  I  am  gone  to.     The 
moment  the  Active  joins  from  Port  de  Torres,  yon  will  de^re 
Captain  Moubray  to  follow  me  immediately  to  Rendezvous 
No.   97,  and  also  order  the  Amazon  (daily  expected  from 
Malta)  to  join  me  at  that  place.     Should  any  other  of  his 
Majesty's  Ships  arrive   on   Rendezvous   No.  102,  you  will 
direct  their  Captains  to  join  me  forthwith ;  and  in  the  event 
of  the  Enemy's  putting  to  sea,  or  any  important  intelligence 
obtained  respecting  them,  you  will  join  me  yourseli^  or  send 
the  Niger  to  Cape  St  Sebastians,  with  all  dispatch. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  J.  B.  GIBERT,  ESQ.,  PRO-CONSUL,  BARCELONA. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  10th  September,  1804. 

Sir, 
I  have  received  the  copy  of  your  letters  dated  the  14th  and 
22nd  ultimo,  the  former  acquainting  me  that  you  had  for- 
warded some  letters  from  Madrid  and  England,  by  the  Master 
of  a  Vessel  leaving  Barcelona,  who  was  good  enough  to  say 
that  he  would  deliver  them  to  some  of  the  Fleet,  and  the  latter 
on  the  subject  of  Mr.  Ford's  offer  for  your  wine  at  Rosas.  I 
have  likewise  received  your  two  letters  of  the  1st  instant,  ac- 
quainting me  that  an  epidemical  disease  had  again  broke  out 
at  Malaga — that  you  had  determined  not  to  send  any  more 
letters  to  me  by  casual  Vessels,  from  the  great  uncertainty  of 
their  delivery,  and  enclosing  a  letter  from  Mr.  Hunter 
from  Madrid.  In  answer  to  your  said  letters,  I  am  ex- 
tremely obliged  by  your  kindness  in  forwarding  my  letters, 
but  request,  as  mentioned  in  my  last  letter  by  Sir  Wil- 
liam Bolton,  that  no  more  of  my  Public  dispatches  or 
private  letters  are  sent  out,  unless  by  a  Vessel  directed  to 
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cruize  lill  she  shall  fall  in  witli  some  Ship  of  War  belongiDg 
lo  the  Fleet.  It  is,  however,  strange  that  the  Vessel  yoii 
mention  to  have  taken  out  my  letterB,  should  have  missed  the 
Fleet,  or  some  of  the  look-out  Frigates,  whieh  are  constantly 
cruizing  in  the  vicinity  of  Toulon. 

I  have  [to  offer  you]  many  thanks  for  your  forwarding  my 
letters  to  England,  and  very  much  obliged  by  your  sending 
me  Mr.  Hunter's  letter,  the  answer  to  which,  herewith  trans- 
mitted, I  shall  beg  you  to  forward.  On  the  subject  of  the 
wine,  I  have  sent  Mr.  Ford,  the  A  gent- Victualler,  to  make  a 
final  settleiDcnt,  with  respect  to  the  quantity  at  Rosas  which 
may  be  fit  for  his  Majesty's  Service ;  and  you  will  judge  from 
the  sentiments  communicated  in  my  private  letter  to  you  of 
this  date,  the  propriely  of  making  a  Statement  of  the  toss  sus- 
tained from  its  being  so  long  kept,  &c.,  in  order  that  I  may 
use  my  influence  with  the  Victual  ling- Board  for  such  remu- 
neration being  made  you  us  may  appear  proper.  Mr.  Ford, 
being  perfectly  acquainted  with  these  matters,  will  assist  you 
in  the  arrangement.     I  am,  &c., 

NEtrSOM  AMD  Bronte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  WILUAM  DURBAN,  H.M.  SHIP  AMBUSCADE. 
[■.[Antogntph  draugbl,  in  ll^e  poaaeB! 


19  Dolloii,  of  Bumliun,  ■ 


■      TO 

^B'TAUoi 

^K  VicUiiT.  al  Sea,  IIlli  Sepumber,  ISOl. 

^^VWhereas  I  wish  very  much  to  be  made  acquainted  with  the 
^J^horage  and  Gulf  of  Palma,  in  the  Island  of  Majorca,  and 
as  a  most  favourable  opportunity  now  prescnU  itself  by  the 
circumstance  of  the  Cardinal  Despnig  wanting  a  passport 
from  me,  and  as  he  is  brother  to  the  Viec-Roy,  the  Marquis 
dc  Monte  Negro,  You  are  therefore  hereby  required  and 
directed  to  proceed  to  Palma,  and  first  by  offering  to  salute 
the  place  upon  the  assurance  of  an  equal  number  of  guns 
being  returned,  deliver  my  letter  to  the  Cardinal,  and  per- 
sonally assure  his  Eminence  of  my  earnest  desire  to  meet  his 
wishes  -,  BO  much  so,  that  even  should  he  wish  to  go  to  Italy 
in  the  Ambuscade,  that  you  are  at  liberty  to  carry  him  to 
eidier  CivilA  Vecchia  or  Naples,  without  any  further  order 
from  me,  provided  his  Eminence  is  ready  to  embark  in  forty- 
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eight  hours,  lo  which  time  I  must  limit  your  stay;  during 
which  time  you  are  to  examine  not  only  everything  laid  down 
in  the  printed  orders  of  the  Admiralty,  but  esamtne  the 
(reneral  state  of  the  Island,  its  forts,  and  the  probability  of  lU 
being  taken,  in  case  of  a  Spanish  war.  You  will  examine  in 
the  environs  of  Palma,  the  best  place  for  landing  Troops,  tbe 
situatioD  of  the  forts  or  towers  which  arc  in  the  Gulf,  the 
best  mode  of  approaching  the  Town,  the  strength  of  its  forti- 
fieatioDS,  both  on  the  land  and  sea  side ;  whether  there  is  a 
ditch ;  how  deep ;  and  what  is  the  probable  height  of  the 
wall ;  whether  Ships  could  approach  near  enough  to  batter 
the  to rtifi cations ;  how  Bomb- Vessels  could  act ;  what  is  the 
general  Garrison;  in  short,  everything  which  my  opinion  of 
your  good  sense  and  abilities  leads  me  to  espect  from  you. 
Whether,  if  the  Fleet  was  to  anchor  there,  that  it  would  be 
ill  or  well  received;  the  cattle  or  other  refreshments  it  could 
obtain.  Having  made  the  observations,  &c.,  at  Paloia,  as 
before- mentioned,  which  must  not  detain  the  Ambuscade 
more  than  two  or  three  days,  you  will  leave  that  place,  and 
return  and  join  the  Squadron  on  Rendezvous  No,  97,  under 
Cape  Sl  Sebastians,  with  all  possible  dispatch,  where  you 
will  find  me,  or  orders  for  your  further  proceedings.  But 
should  Cardinal  Dcspuig  express  a  desire  to  be  conveyed  to 
Italy  in  the  Ambuscade,  you  will  receive  his  Eminence  and  ' 
suite  on  board,  and  proceed  with  them,  with  all  convenient  I 
expedition,  either  to  Civita  Vecehia  or  Naples,  where  you  ' 
will  land  them,  and  afterwards  return  and  join  me  on  Ren- 
dezvous No.  97,  without  delay,  as  before  directed.  You  are 
not  to  wait  for  his  Eminence  at  Palma,  in  the  event  of  his 
going  with  you,  longer  than  the  time  above-mentioned. 

Nelson  anq  Bronte. 


TO  WILLIAM  MAR8DEN.  ESQ.,  ADMIRALTY. 

[Odgiuol,  ID  Uie  Admiralty,} 

Viciorj,  al  Sen.  izth  SrpWTober,  leoi. 


4 


Sir, 

I  herewith  transmit  you  for  the  informatioD  of  the  Lorda 
Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  a  copy  of  a  Survey  held  on 
Lieutenant  Thomas  Vol,  of  hia  Majesty's  Ship  Niger,  and 
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quest  you  will  be  pleased  to  acquaint  their  Lordships  that  I-H 
red  Lieutenant  Nicholas'(at  his  own  request)  to  the 
ind  have  appointed  Mr.  Edward  Fiin,°  of  the  Victory,  to 
t  in  the  Bittern,  in  consequence  thereof;  a  copy  of  whose 
Jctiog-Order  is  also  herewith  transmitted.  I  must  beg  to 
lerve  that  Mr,  Flin's  conduct  very  justly  merits  my  appro- 
ktion  as  stated  in  the  margin  of  (lie  satd  Acting-Order,'  and 
tat  his  general  conduct  since  he  has  been  in  the  Victory,  has 
1  very  meritorious.  I  therefore  hope  their  Lordships  will 
TDve  of  my  having  placed  him  in  this  invaliding  vacancy, 
1  confirm  the  appointment.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  CAPTAI\  HEXRY  RICHARDSON,  H.  M.  SKIP  JUNO. 


[Ord 


Book.] 


Viciorr,  al  Ses,  Ulb  September,  1804. 
You  are   hereby  required   and   directed  to  proceed  im- 
mediately to  Barcelona,  for  the  purpose  of  lauding  the  pas- 
sengers found  on  board  the  Vessel  detained  by  his  Majesty's 


oldieda. 
iComi 


Ihlin,  B 


C^  CaiiMdft,  in  AagmX  IKUU. 

'  Tbe  circumstance  is  thus  noliccd  in  i 
SeptcBiber.  p.m.  Ai  OiX  Junes  Archibalil, 
■Bd  got  Itim  in  saTe.  being  nved  bj 


tamul,  feU  overboB 
.  eiBater'B  Male,  t 


■TuesJaj,  lllh 
i :  dawn  Cutler, 


board  afUrliiin."  In  the  "Beeolleciiona  of  Dr.  Scott,"  p.  lys,  wliere  the  acoident 
is  (rrrenaoaiilj  atalcd  to  bare  occnrred  "  ana  bright  moinin^',  nliilc  Mr.  Fliu  "  vai 
Billing  on  the  deck,  comfortablj  aketcbing,"  uid  nbcre  the  man  is  BBJd  to  ha«« 
been  Mr.  Flin'a  Brnaat.  the  tolloning  aaecdnte  is  added: — "On  Lurd  Nelaoa't 
prtaeuticg  Mr.  Flin  villi  liia  Cammission,  a  Inad  hnlza  boa  Ibc  Mldship' 
n«i,  vbam  tbe  iocidenl  bad  oolleoted  on  deck,  and  who  were  tlitowing  up  their 
bkU  in  hoDOor  of  Flin'*  good  fortune,  arrealed  Lard  NeUon's  nllention.  There  wu 
•omeibing  significant  in  the  Ions  of  their  cheer,  which  he  imniediaieir  recugniBed, 
and  pulling  up  his  hand  tor  Bileoce,  and  leaning  over  to  Ibe  erawd  of  Middlei. 
be  aaid,  with  ■  good-natured  amile  on  Ms  (ace — '  Slop,  young  genlleraen  !  Mr. 
Flin  has  done  a  galJaui  thing  to-daj.  and  he  has  done  mujf  gallunf  tilings  before, 
>  ftc  «Ueb  he  bat  gal  bia  reward.  But  mind,  I'll  bate  no  more  uiaUng  lieulenanla 
■  hlling  OTerboirdr"  Mr.  Ftin  died  a  Post  Captain,  and  a  Compinion 
IttteBalh,  iuMay  1819. 
*  The  Mirginal  Note  nas  aa  followB ;— "  Appointed,  in  conseqoeuce  uf  bis  having 
4  OTerboard.  on  the  mgbl  of  the  1 1th  Instiut,  then  ver;  dark,  and  at  Ibe  risk 
libald,  a  Seaman  belonging  to  ibe  Victorj,  vbo  bad  by 
i(  fiallen  oTcrboard,  and  certainly  would  haie  been  drowned.     Mr,  Flin's  con- 

NSLiOH  AID  BaOHTI." 
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Ship  Juno,  under  your  command,  a  few  days  aga  And, 
whereas  it  is  my  intention  to  proceed  with  the  Squadron  the 
first  strong  Westerly  wind  off  Toulon,  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
connoitring the  Enemy  at  that  Port,  and  from  thence  pass 
through  Rendezvous  No.  102,  to  receive  any  information  the 
Ships  there  may  have  obtained  of  them,  You  are  hereby  re- 
quired and  directed,  the  moment  you  have  landed  the  pas- 
sengers before-mentioned  at  Barcelona,  to  return  to  your 
station,  and  inform  any  of  his  Majesty's  Ships,  Vessels,  or 
Transports  arriving  on  Rendezvous  No.  97  thereof,  and  direct 
their  Commanders  to  remain  on  the  last-mentioned  Rendez- 
vous, under  Cape  St  Sebastians,  until  my  return,  whatever 
may  be  the  importance  of  their  orders,  as  the  Squadron  will 
only  take  the  route  above-mentioned,  and  return  immediately 
to  Rendezvous  No.  97,  where  the  strictest  look-out  is  to  be 
kept  for  arrivals  from  England,  Malta,  &c.,  daily  expected. 

Nelson  anb  Bronte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  JOHN  GORE,  H.  M.  SHIP  MEDUSA. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  15th  September,  1804. 

Sir, 
As  no  Return  has  been  made  by  the  Ships  that  have  lately 
joined  the  Squadron,  of  any  men  being  sent  by  you  to  the 
Victory,  to  complete  the  complements  of  the  different  Ships, 
as  I  may  judge  proper,  I  must  desire,  in  future,  whether  tiie 
men  are  sent  by  a  Senior  or  Junior  OflBcer  to  the  Victory,  that 
you  transmit  me  a  regular  list  of  their  names,  entries,  and 
charges,  &c.,  in  order  that  they  may  be  discharged  to  the 
different  Ships  in  want  of  them,  and  not  detained  on  board 
the  Ship  bringing  them  from  Gibraltar,  at  the  pleasure  of  the 
Captain.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


_.TO  CAPTAIN  GEORGE  COCKS,  H.M.  UOHB-VESSEL  THUNDER. 

■  [Letter-Book.] 

W^  Victory,  at  Sea,  17th  Seplembflr,  IfHH. 

Sir, 
As  I  intend  proceeding  from  hence  with  the  Squa<lron 
very  shortly,  and  probably  before  the  return  of  the  Juno,  I 
am  to  desire  jou  will  remain  on  Rendezvous  No.  97,  under 
Cape  St.  Sebastians,  till  you  are  joined  by  his  Majesty's  Ship 
Juno,  when  you  will  dehver  the  accompanying  letter  to 
Captain  Richardson,  and  put  yourself  under  his  command.  In 
the  meantime,  should  any  of  liis  Majesty's  Ships  arrive  on  the 
above  Rendezvous  in  search  of  me,  jou  will  detain  them  till 
(he  return  of  the  Juno,  who  baa  my  directions  for  their  further 
proceedings.     I  am,  &c. 

NELsoif  AND  Bronte. 


i 


TO  CAPTAIN  RICHARDSON,  H.  M.  SHIP  JUNO. 
[LellerBook.] 

Victory,  U  Sea.  HOUi  Seplembi 


Sir, 

Having  transmitted  to  Captam  Cocks  of  the  Thunder,  a. 
letter  for  you,  dated  the  17th  instant,  dircctingyou  to  take  that 
Bomb-Vessel  under  your  command,  and  cruize  off  Cape  St. 
SebfkstianB,  and  on  Rendezvous  No.  97,  for  the  reasons  therein 
mentioned,  1  am  to  desire  you  will  make  the  signal  for  the 
Thunder  to  accompany  the  Juno,  and  proceed  immediately, 
(without  regard  to  the  motions  of  the  Squadron)  to  Rendez- 
vous No.  97,  for  the  purpose  of  acquainting  any  of  his 
Majesty's  Ships  or  Vessels  which  may  be  there  in  search  of 
the  Squadron,  where  I  am,  as  when  the  weather  comea  fine, 
we  have  to  clear  the  Transport  with  water.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bbontb. 
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TO  DR.  BAIRD. 
[From  "  The  Athensum."] 

Victory,  September  22nd,  1804. 

My  dear  Sir, 
I  feel  truly  sensible  of  all  yoar  kindness  and  good  wishes, 
for  which  I  hope  soon  to  thank  you  in  person.  We  have 
been  very  near  losing  Dr.  Snipe,  in  appearance  by  a  con- 
sumptive complaint,  but  he  is  getting  better.  He  is  in- 
defatigable in  his  duty,  to  which,  and  to  his  trip  to  Sicily 
about  the  lemon-juice  for  England,  we  attribute  his  very 
serious  complaint,  spitting  blood,  &c  My  complaints  have 
not  been  so  violent,  but  are  sufficient  to  make  me  require  a 
few  months'  rest  Since  the  16th  June  1803,  I  have  never 
set  my  foot  outside  the  Ship.  Experience  teaches  us  that  this 
climate  is  the  worst  in  the  world  for  hectic  complaints — at 
least,  it  is  so  at  sea.  Of  the  few  men  we  have  lost,  nine  in 
ten  are  dead  of  consumption.  Upon  the  best  mode  of  keeping 
a  Fleet  healthy,  much  may  be  said,  and  much  must  be  done — 
there  are  various  opinions ;  suffice  it  for  me,  that  although 
other  places  may  be  better,  yet  that  we  have  no  sick.  We 
shall  talk  of  this,  and  many  other  matters,  before  any  great 
length  of  time.  When  you  see  the  Earl,'  remember  me  kindly 
to  him,  and  believe  me,  my  dear  Doctor,  yours  most  fiiith- 

fully, 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  EDWARD  CAREY,  ESQ^  MASTER  SHIPWRIGHT,  GIBRALTAR. 

[From  a  Copy  in  the  Nelson  Papers.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  22nd  September,  1804. 

Sir, 
I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  28th  July  last,  with  the 
enclosures  therein  alluded  to,  and  in  answer  desire  to  acquabt 
you,  that  no  endeavour  to  impress  my  mind  with  an  un- 
favourable idea  of  your  conduct  has  been  attempted.  The 
opinion  of  Captain  Capel  was  honourable  and  public,  and  as 
such  transmitted,  that  you  might  be  made  acquainted  with  it 


•  Earl  St.  Vincent. 
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With  respect  to  your  complying  with  the  orders  you  rec«ive 
for  ibe  repairs  of  any  of  hia  Majesty's  Ships  or  VeHsels  sent  to 
Gibraltar  for  that  purpose,  I  take  it  for  granted  thai  every 
Officer  and  person  under  Government  exert  themselves  to  the 
utmost  of  their  abilities  in  the  faitliful  performance  of  the 
duty  and  trust  imposed  on  them ;  and  therefore  have  only  to 
recommend  to  you  the  same  line  of  conduce,  which  cannot 
fail  to  give  salisfaciion  to  Commissioner  Otway,  and  the 
Commander-in-Chief  of  bis  Majesty's  Ships  and  Vessels  on 
this  station.     I  am,  &c-, 

Nelbon  and  Bronte. 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ.,  ADMIRALTY 


Sir, 


le  Admirall)'.] 

Victory,  Septemljw  Wnd,  1804, 


Herewith  I  transmit  you  a  letter  from  Captain  Hardy  of 
H.  M.  Ship  Victory,  The  measure  of  paying  for  such  pro- 
visions which  the  Seamen  do  not  either  take  up,  or,  which  is 
not  issued  to  them,  either  from  scarcity,  or  from  its  not  being 
in  the  Fleet,  is  so  just  that  it  cannot  be  controverted;  but 
upon  the  present  case  there  seems  doubts  whether  the  men 
have  a  right  to  be  paid  for  the  half  allowance  of  oatmeal, 
when  no  molasses  is  to  be  procured.  I  am  sure  their  Lord- 
ships will  see  the  justness  of  the  case  as  plainly  as  I  do. 
Each  man  was  formerly  allowed  a  pint  of  oalmeal  on  cer- 
tain days.  As  it  was  found  that  generally  a  man  could  not 
gel  a  pint  of  dry  oatmeal  down  his  throat,  and,  I  suppose, 
thinking  it  no  longer  necessary  to  present  this  saving  to  the 
Purser,  half-a-pinl  uf  oatmeal  was  ii-sued  instead  of  the 
pint,  and,  in  lieu  of  the  other  half-pint,  a  proportion  of 
molasses.  It  has  sometimes  occurred  in  the  Channel  Fleet 
that  no  molasses  could  he  procured,  nor  was  there  any  allow- 
ance made  for  such  temporary  omissions.  In  the  West  Indies 
cocoa  and  sugar  are  allowed ;  in  the  Channel,  I  hear,  tea  aod 
Bugar ;  in  the  Mediterranean  we  have  no  molasses,  nor  any 
substitute ;  nor  is  our  want  uf  molasses  temporary,  but 
lasting. 

I  beg,  therefore,  with  all  due  respect,  to  call  their  Lord- 
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ships^  attcntioQ  to  the  circumstance,  and  to  propose  that  when 
niolasses  cannot  be  obtained,  a  proportion  of  sugar  should  be 
allowed  to  be  mixed  with  the  oatmeal,  in  lieu  of  molasses; 
and  that  if  sugar  cannot  be  obtained,  the  men  having  no  sub- 
stitute in  lieu,  should  be  paid  the  saving,  as  in  all  other  species 
of  provisions.  It  is  not  necessary  to  enter  more  at  large  upon 
this  subject :  their  Lordships'  wisdom  will  direct  their  pro- 
ceedings.    I  am,  Sic 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN.  ESQ.,  ADMIRALTY. 


Sir, 


VicLOrj,  &t  Sea.  ZSud  Seplemher,  180L 


Finding  it  necessary  from  the  defects  of  his  Majesty's  Ship 
Childcrs,  to  send  her  to  Gibraltar  to  have  them  made  good) 
I  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  to  acquaint  you  for  the  in- 
formation of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  that 
no  news  or  intelligence  of  any  kind  has  reached  me  since  the 
sailing  of  hia  Majesty's  Ship  Triumph,  on  the  27th  ult.,  as  there 
have  been  no  arrivals  from  Gibraltar,  Malta,  or  Naples.  I  am, 
however,  tn  daily  expectation  of  something  joining  me  from 
those  places. 

As  the  Triumph  was  directed  to  cruise  outside  the  Straits. 
for  the  greater  security  of  any  Convoy  arriving  from  England, 
until  the  Maidstone  (who  was  to  sail  about  the  middle  of  this 
month  from  Valetta  Harbour)  might  be  expected  with  the 
Trade  from  Malta,  I  therefore  feel  confident  that  L'Aigle  will 
be  prevented  from  making  any  attempt  to  intercept  the  said 
Convoy.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  BaoMTE. 


TO  J.  B.  GIBERT,  HIS  MAJESTY'S  PRO-CONSUL  AT  BARCELOMp  | 


[Lelter-B 


k.] 


Sir, 

As  it  t' 
the  mp 


than  probable  the  four  Seamen  named  in 
eserted  from  his  Majesty's  Bomb-Vessel 
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Acheron,  in  the  Bay  of  Rosds,  on  the  17lh  iuslant,  have,  or 
will,  come  the  way  of  Barcelona,  I  am  to  request  you  will  give 
the  most  strict  orders  for  their  being  apprehended  as  deserters 
from  the  said  Bomb-Vessel ;  and  you  will  be  so  good  as  pay 
ibe  person  who  shall  apprehend  them  the  sum  of  eight  dollars 
for  each,  which  I  shuM  cause  to  be  rolmbursed.  Those  men 
faaring  most  audaciously  left  their  duty,  cannot  be  considered 
'■s  straggling;  and,  therefore,  the  greatest  care  is  to  be  taken 
to  prevent  their  escape.  You  will  please  to  send  them  on 
board  the  first  Ship,  or  Vessel  of  War,  calling  at  Barcelona, 
that  they  may  be  brought  to  the  Fleet.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bhonte. 


WTii 


TO  LADV  HAMILTON. 

[From  "  Lord  Nelson's  Letters  to  Lady  Hamilton,"  vol.  ii.  p.  79.] 

Victory,  SepUjmtwr  aOlli,  IBlU. 

is  day,  my  dearest  Emma,  which  gave  me  birth,  I  con- 
nder  as  more  fortunate  thaa  common  days,  as,  hy  my  coming 
into  this  world,  it  has  brought  mc  so  intimately  acquainted 
with  you,  who  my  soul  holds  most  dear.  I  welt  know  that 
you  will  keep  it,  and  have  my  dear  Horatia  to  drink  my 
health.  Forty-six  years  of  toil  and  trouble  1  How  few  more 
the  common  lot  of  mankind  leads  us  to  expect ;  and,  there- 
fore, it  is  almost  time  to  think  of  spending  the  few  last  years 
in  peace  and  quielnessl 

By  this  time,  I  should  think,  cither  my  successor  is  named, 
or  permission  is  granted  me  to  come  home ;  and  if  so,  you 
will  not  long  receive  this  letter  before  I  make  my  appearance; 
which  will  make  us,  I  am  sure,  both  truly  happy.  We  have 
had  nothing  for  this  fortnight,  hut  gnlcs  of  Easterly  winds  and 
heavy  rains  ;  not  a  Vessel  of  any  kind  or  sort  joined  the 
Fleet.  I  was  in  hopes  Dr.  Scott  would  have  returned  fi'om 
Naples,  and  that  1  could  have  told  you  something  comfortable 
for  yon,  from  that  quarter;  and  it  is  now  seven  weeks  since 
we  heard  from  Malta,  therefore  I  know  nothing  of  what  is 
passing  in  the  world.  I  would  not  have  you,  my  dear  Emma, 
cillow  the  work  of  brick  and  mortar  to  go  on  in  the  winter 
months.     It  can  all  be  finished  next  summer;  when  I  hope 
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we  shall  have  Peace,  or  such  an  universal  Wftr  as  will  opwl 
that  vagabond  Buonaparte.  I  have  been  tolerably  well,  till  tlua 
last  bad  weather,  which  has  given  me  pains  in  my  breast ;  bat, 
never  mind,  all  will  be  well  when  I  gel  to  Merton.  Admiral 
Campbell,  who  is  on  hoard,  desires  to  be  remembered  to  von. 
He  does  not  like  much  to  stay  here,  after  my  departure.  In- 
deed, we  all  draw  so  well  together  in  the  Fleet,  that  I  flatter 
myself  the  sorrow  for  my  departure  will  be  jsrelty  general 
Admiral  Murray  will  be  glad  to  get  home  ;  Hardy  is  as  good 
as  ever;  and  Mr.  Secretary  Scott  is  an  excellent  man.  God 
bleas  you,  my  dearest  Emma  I  and  be  assured  I  am  ever  yonr 
most  faithful  and  affectionate, 

N.  &B. 
Kiss  dear  Horatia.     I  hope  she  is  at  Merton,  _/?j:«f. 


TO  CAPTAtN  CHARLES  MARSH  SCHOMBERG,  H.M.  SHIP  MADR&Si 
OR  SENIOR  OFFICER  AT  MALTA. 


Ticwrx.  ■>  Sea,  -29lh  September,  IBOL 

Sir, 
Having  ordered  his  Majesty's  Bomb- Vessel  Thunder  to  pro- 
ceed immediately  to  Malta,  for  the  purpose  of  convoying  the 
Victuallers,  mentioned  in  my  letter  to  tlie  Agent- Victualler  of 
the  20th  August  last,  to  the  Madalena  Islands,  it  is  my  direc- 
tions that  you  afford  every  facility  in  your  power  for  their  quick 
dispatch ;  and  as  their  safe  and  speedy  arrival  at  the  Madalena 
Islands  is  of  the  utmost  consequence,  (as  you  will  observe  bj 
Captain  Cocfcs's  order,)  I  am  to  desire,  should  there  be  any 
of  his  Majesty's  Ships  or  Vessels  in  Valetta  Harbour  ready 
for  sea,  that  you  will  direct  the  Commander  thereof,  to  ac- 
company the  Thunder  and  Victualler  to  the  Madalena 
Islands;  and  after  having  seen  tbem  to  that  anchorage  in 
safety,  to  return,  (if  belonging  to  Captain  Cracraft's  Squadron, 
or  under  Sir  Alexander  Ball's  directions,)  and  follow  their 
former  orders.  You  will  also  direct  Captain  Cocks  to  receive 
on  board  the  Thunder  such  stores,  &c.,  as  the  Naval  Officer 
may  have  to  send  to  the  Fleet,  provided  there  is  not  sufficient 
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for  them  on  board  the  Victuallers,  and  cause  every 
cdble  expedition  to  be  used  for  their  immediate  dispatch 
[the  I^Iadaleoa  Islands,  as  before  mentioned.     1  am,  &c. 
Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  GEORGE  COCKS,  H.M.  BOMB-VESSEL  THUNDER. 


Viclorj,  >t  Sr*.  2Brli  Seplember,  1604. 

Having  directed  the  ^\gent- Victualler  at  Malta,  by  letter 
of  the  20th  August  last  (a  triplicate  of  which  is  herewith 
transmitted)  to  have  Transports  laden  with  provisions  for 
(he  Fleet,  and  ready  to  sail  from  Valetta  harbour  by  the 
middle  of  October,  under  the  protection  of  any  Ship  of  War 
which  might  be  leaving  Malta  to  join  ine  about  that  time,  or 
such  Convoy  as  I  should  think  proper  to  send  for  them  ;  and 
whereas  I  am  apprehensive  that  no  opportunity  is  likely  to 
offer  for  that  purpose,  You  are  hereby  required  and  directed 
to  proceed  in  hia  Majesty's  Bomb-Vessel  Thunder,  under 
your  command,  to  Malta,  with  the  utmost  possible  dispatch ; 
and  on  your  arrival  ihere,  you  will  deliver  my  aforesaid  letter 
to  the  A  gent- Victualler,  and  also  the  inclosed  one  to  Captaia 
Schomberg,  or  the  Senior  Officer  at  that  place,  who  is  directed 
to  send  such  Sliip,  or  Vessel  of  War,  as  may  be  there,  to 
accompany  you  to  the  Madalena  Islands.  But  should  there 
not  be  any  Vessel  of  War  at  Malta,  jou  will  take  the  Victu- 
allers under  your  protection,  and  proceed  with  them  without 
a  moment's  loss  of  time,  to  the  Madalena  Islands,  passing  on 
the  East  side  of  Sardinia  to  the  anchorage  in  Agineourt 
Sound;  and  as  it  is  possible  that  the  Enemy  may  have 
possessed  themselves  of  those  Islands,  and  the  Victuallers 
being  of  the  utmost  consequence  to  the  Fleet  under  my  com- 
mand, you  are  to  approach  the  said  Islands  with  great  caution, 
until  you  have  fully  satisfied  yourself  that  the  Enemy  have 
not  taken  possession  of  them ;  when  you  will  moor  the  Victu- 
allers in  safety  in  Agineourt  Sound,  and  hold  them  and  the 
Thunder  in  momentary  readiness  to  leave  that  place,  on  the 
appearance  of  an  Enemy  of  superior  force ;  and  in  order 
the  more  effectually  to  discover  their  approach,  you  are  to 
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keep  a  constant  watch  on  I'oitit  Lechc  by  day,  and  a  Guari- 
boat  rowing  in  such  situation  during  night,  as  may  be  most 
likely  to  inform  you  thereof,  and  have  the  Thunder  per- 
fectly prepared  to  defend  theni,  or  proceed  to  sea,  shonid  it 
become  necessary.  In  the  execution  of  this  service,  lie 
utmost  dispateh  is  to  be  used,  in  onler  that  the  Victuallen 
may  be  at  the  Madaleua  Islands  by  the  20th  October,  where 
you  will  remain  (observing  the  above  instructions)  till  mj 
arrival,  or  you  receive  orders  for  your  further  proceedings. 
Nelbon  and  Brokte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  RICHARDSON.  H.M.  SHIP  JUNO. 


Victory,  nt  Sea,  aSih  September.  ISO*. 

Whereas  it  is  my  intention  to  proceed  with  the  SquadroOi 
the  first  Westerly  wind,  off  Toulon,  for  the  purpose  of  rtcon- 
Doitring  the  Enemy  at  that  Port,  and  from  thence  pass  through 
Rendezvous  No.  102,  to  receive  any  information  the  Ship6 
there  may  have  obtained  of  them,  You  are  hereby  required 
and  directed  to  keep  on  your  station,  Rendezvous  No.  97, 
and  inform  any  of  his  Majesty's  Ships,  Vessels,  or  Transporta 
arriving  on  the  said  Rendezvous  thereof,  and  direct  their 
Commanders  to  remain  there,  under  Cape  St.  Sebastians, 
until  my  return,  as  the  Squadron  will  only  take  the  route 
before-mentioned,  and  return  immediately  to  Rendezvous 
No.  97,  where  the  strintest  look-out  is  to  be  kept  for  arrivafa 
from  England,  Malta,  &c.,  daily  expected.  Having  ordered 
the  Thunder  Bomb-Vesael  to  Malta,  you  will  uke  ite 
Acheron  in  her  room,  under  your  command,  and  employ  ber 
on  the  service  mentioned  in  my  letter  to  you  of  the  17tli 
instant. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


r.  46.3 


LETTBBS. 


209 


O  CAPTAIN  LORD  MARK  ROBERT  KERR,  H.M.  SHIP  FISGARD. 

[Order-Book.] 

Viclorj,  off  Toulon,  lat  Oclober,  1804. 

Whereas  I  am  proceeding  with  the  Squadron  to  Rendezvous 
10.  97,  under  Cape  St.  Sebastians,  You  are  hereby  required 
ad  directed  to  take  his  Majesty's  Ship  named  in  the  margin' 
nder  jour  command,  and  station  yourself  between  Ren- 
ezvous  No.  102  and  Toulon,  in  such  position  as  you  may 
idgebest  for  watching  the  Enemy's  motions  in  that  Port, 
nd  for  ascertaining  with  correctness  their  putting  to  sea,  in 
sse  ihey  should  do  so.  In  reconnoitring  and  watching  the 
inemy  as  above  directed,  the  greatest  care  must  be  taken 
bat  jou  do  not  approach  Toulon,  so  as  to  render  yourself 
able  to  being  becalmed,  and  consequently  to  an  attack  from 

superior  force  of  Ships  and  Gun-boals  in  such  situation. 

o'l  will  occasionally  proceed  to  Rendezvous  No.  102,  in 
Her  to  acquaint  the  Commander  of  any  of  his  Majesty's 
ibipe  or  Vessels  that  the  Squadron  is  gone  to  Rendezvous 
h  97,  where  they' will  6nd  me,  or  intelligence  where  I  am 
one  to.  You  will  therefore  direct  them  to  join  me  under 
■ape  St.  Sebastians  with  the  utmost  dispatch.  In  the  event 
flhe  Enemy  putting  to  sea,  or  any  important  intelligence 
Ittained  respecting  them,  you  will  join  me  yourself,  or  send 
l«  Niger  to  Rendezvous  No.  97,  with  all  dispatch. 

Nelson  and  Bbont£. 


^0  CAPTAIN  RICKARD  HUS9EY  MOUBRAV,  II.  M.  SHIP  ACTIVE. 

[OrdrrBook.] 

Victory,  off  Toujnn.  Ut  Oclober.  ISOL 

You  are  hereby  required  and  directed  to  take  his  Majesty's 
bip  named  in  the  margin'  under  your  command,  and  steer 
iio  the  Gulf  towards  Marseilles,  and  take  a  sweep  of  that 
■ace,  for  the  purpose  of  falling  in  with  any  of  the  Enemy's 
essels  of  War  or  Trade,  which  may  be  cruizing  in  that  vici- 
''I.  and  join  me  in  three  or  four  days'  time  from  the  date 
^Kot,  on  Rendezvous  No.  97,  under  Cape  St.  Sebastians, 
Iwre  you  will  find  me,  or  orders  for  your  tiirther  proceedings. 
Nei,80n  and  Bronte. 


VOL.  VI. 


TO  THE  CAFTAIXS  OR  COMMANDERS  OF  ANY  OF  HIS  MAJESTY'S 
SHIPS  OR  VESSELS  EMPLOYED  IN  THE  ADRIATIC. 


Sir, 


[LertCT-Book,] 
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Sea,  1th  Ortober,  IVH. 


Captain  Leake,  of  the  Royal  Artillery,  who  is  directed  by 
Government  to  proceed  to  Corfu,  and  may,  from  the  nature 
of  his  instructions,  find  it  necessary  to  remove  to  the  More^ 
or  Albania,  it  is  my  particular  directions,  should  his  Majest;^ 
Ship  or  Vessel  under  your  command  be  in  the  environs  rf 
either  of  the  before-mentioned  places,  and  Captain  LeaJie 
malie  application  to  be  removed,  that  you  comply  with  hi* 
request,  provided  the  more  important  service  which  yoa 
may  be  then  employed  on,  will  admit  of  your  so  doing.  I 
am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bbokte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  SCHOMBERG,  H.M.  SHIP  MADRAS. 
[UlWr-Boot] 

Vidorj,  at  Sea,  4ih  Oetobw,  ItBL 

Sir, 
As  Vessels  of  very  valuable  cargoes  may  soon  be  expected 
at  Malta  from  England,  under  the  convoy  of  the  Hydra  and 
other  Ships  of  War,  for  the  Levant,  Constantinople,  and  the 
Adriatic,  it  is  my  particular  directions  that  you  appoint  suffi- 
cient Convoys  for  the  protection  of  any  Merchant  Ship  or 
Vessel  destined  to  either  of  the  above-mentioned  places,  in 
order  that  they  may  not  be  in  danger  of  capture  by  the 
Enemy.  And  I  am  to  desire,  on  the  arrival  of  the  Hero  from 
England,  which  is  freightetl  by  Government,  and  bound  to 
Constantinople,  that  you  will  give  the  moat  strict  orders  to 
the  Officer  charged  with  that  Vessel,  to  see  her  in  safety  to 
her  destination.  It  perhaps  may  not  be  necessary  to  codtoj 
the  Shipa  bound  to  Constantinople  further  than  the  Dards- 
nelles,  but  of  this  you  will  be  the  best  judge,  having  been 
more  recently  there.  You  will  give  strict  orders  to  the  Officers 
chained  with  these  Convoys  to  bring  all  the  Trade  from  the 
Ports  in  t^"  *''chipelago  in  safety  to  Malta.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Brontb. 


Sir, 


Victory,  U  8e>,  1th  Oclobn,  IRM. 


I  have  received  joiir  letter  of  the  6th  ultimo,  acquaiating 
De  with  the  circumstance  of  your  having  flogged  John  Carter, 
ieaman,  belonging  to  the  Spider,  on  the  5th  of  that  month ; 
iBt  Goon  iftcT,  a  BhoC  was  flung  from  forward  hy  some  of  the 
;ople,  which  fell  close  by  you,  and  Mr.  Langdon,  the  Master ; 
id,  in  order  to  discover  the  offender,  you  judged  it  necessary 
\  threaten  them  with  individual  punishment,  which,  as  they 
ould  not  confess,  you  had  inflicted  upou  each  of  your  com- 
iny,  by  calling  them  over  by  the  watch-bili,  and  giving  them 
dozen  each.  In  answer  to  which,  I  cannot  approve  of  a 
easure  so  foreign  to  the  rules  of  good  discipline  and  the  ao- 
istomcd  practice  of  his  Majesty's  Navy,  and  therefore  caution 
lu  against  a  similar  line  of  condticL  Had  you  fixed  upon 
ic  or  more  guilty  individuals,  and  punished  them  severely, 
might  have  had  the  desired  eifect,  or  put  them  into  confine- 
ent,  and  brought  them  to  a  Court- Martial.  I  trust  your 
itchful  conduct  will  prevent  any  such  confusion,  or  disposi- 
in  to  riot,  from  happening  again.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


» 


TO  CAPTAIN  SCHOMBEKG,  H.M.  SHIP  MADRAS. 

[Leller-Book.] 

Victory,  ■(  Set,  ith  Oftober,  ISOi. 


Sir, 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  1st  ultimo,  tt^ether  with 
e  one  therein  mentioned  from  Lieutenant  Spencer,  of  the 
enard,  stating  the  circumstance  of  his  having  chastised  the 
rench  privateer  as  therein  mentioned.  In  answer  thereto  I 
rrcwitb  transmit  you  a  letter*  for  Lieutenant  Sjwncer,  on 
e  subject,  which  you  will  be  so  good  as  seal  and  deliver.  I 
nnot  here  omit  observing  how  desirable  the  destruction  of 
e  Enemy's  Privateers  is,  when  they  commit  any  act  of  hos- 

>  Vide  p.  314,  poBl, 


tilitj ;  but  in  the  present  instance,  it  does  not  appear  in 
the  Enemy  fired  a  shot.     I  have  to  acknowledge  the  rmi|*| 
of  your  letter  of  the  lat  September,  with  its  enclosure,  &«»  I 
Captain  Rajnsford,  of  the  Morgiana,  respecting  the  ciicm»l 
stances  of  the  capture  of  the  Betsy  Merchant  Vessel,  Mie  otl 
his  Convoy,  in  March  last ;  and  you  will  he  pleased  to  « 
quaint  Captain  Raynsford  that  I  shall  transmit  his  letter  to  1 
the  Admiralty  for  their  information.     Your  letter  of  the  194 1 
September,  with  the  enclosures  therein  mentioned,  respecODg  I 
the  purchase  of  Stores,  has  been  received,  and  I  very  moA  I 
approve  of  the  order  which  you  gave  the  Naval  Officer  nO  I 
that  occasion,  and  which  you  will  desire  him  to  consider  V  I 
sufficient  authority  for  the  payment  thereof,  and  settling  li  I 
accounts  for  that  particular  service.     I  am,  &c, 

Nei-son  and  Brqktk 


[LeWr-Book.] 

Victorj,  U  Sea,  ith  Oilobcr,  IS 

Sir, 

Captain  Leake,  of  the  Royal  Artillery,  being  employed  bj 
Government,  and  directed  to  proceed  to  Corfu  as  early  as 
possible,  I  am  to  desire  you  will  order  him  a  passage  to  that 
place,  by  the  very  first  Vessel  of  War  goiug  there,  or  which 
can  he  spared  for  that  service ;  and  as  Captain  Leake  may, 
from  the  nature  of  his  instructions,  find  it  necessary  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  Morea,  or  Albania,  it  is  my  directions,  whenever 
any  of  his  Majesty's  Shi[>9  or  Vessels  under  your  command 
may  be  in  the  environs  of  Corfu,  &c.,  if  consistent  with  the 
more  important  service  they  are  there  employed  on,  that  yoo 
will  give  the  necessary  directions  to  their  Commanders  to 
receive  Captain  Leake  on  his  application  for  that  purpose, 
and  give  him  a  passage  to  or  from  either  of  the  before-men- 
tioned places,     I  am,  &c. 

Xelbon  and  Bbonte. 


I  UEITTENAMT  HARDING  SHAW,  COMMANDING  HIS  MAJESTY'S " 
BRIG  SPIDER. 


Viclory,  M  Ses,  4th  Octobsr,  1S04. 

\  I  herewith  transmit  jou  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Lon^ 

I,  Master  of  his  Majesty's  Brig  Spider,  under  your  com- 

id,  and  am  to  desire  that  you  will  immediately  transmit 

ean  account  of  all  the  ceriifjeates  you  have  granted  the 

■aster  of  the  said  Brig  for  Pilotage,  since  you  commanded 

:  and  also  account  to   me  for  your  very  extraordinary 

ndact  in  demaadiug  from  Mr.  Langdon  the  one-half  of 

i  aaid  Pilotage,  that  I  may  judge  the  propriety  of  order- 

1  public  inquiry  into  your  conduct  on  this  occasion.     I 

«  tu  caution  you  against  giving  certificates  for  Pilotage 

■  future,  unless  under  particular  circumstances,  as  I  conceive, 

1  the  length  of  time  you  have  been  in  this  country,  that 

are  perfectly  acquainted  with  any  Port  in  those  seas. 


Nelson  a 


3  Brohtk. 


TO  CAPTAIN  RICHAED  BUDD  VINCENT,  H.  M.  SLOOP  ARROW. 


Sir, 


Vklory.  U  Sea,  Jtli  October,  1801. 


I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  10th  ultimo,  acquainting 
me  with  your  return  to  Malta  from  the  Adriatic,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  completing  your  provisions,  and  putting  the  Arrow  in 
a  condition  fur  further  service.  In  answer  to  which,  I  am 
perfectly  satisfied  with  tlie  necessity  of  your  return  to  Valetta 
harbour,  and  am  led  to  hope,  from  the  Master  Shipwright's 
Report,  that  the  Arrow  will  answer  for  the  service  of  this 
country,  during  the  winter  season,  and  that  the  repairs  she  has 
had  will  enable  you  to  keep  her  actively  employed  during  that 
time;  it  will  then  be  taken  into  consideration  the  propriety  of 
sending  her  to  England  to  be  docked.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bbontb. 


TO  SIR  ALEXANDER  JOHN  BALL.  BART.,  MALTA. 
[From  Cltilct  imd  M'ArtUnr.  Tgl.  ii.  p.  887.] 

Oclobei  lib,  leOL 

Cspt^n  Leake,'  who  1  believe  has  letters  for  you,  if  not,  I 


tnow  he  is  instructed  to  correspond  aiid 
joii,  is,  as  you  will  see,  a  person  perfectly  in  the  confidenc* 
of  Government ;  and  he  is  very  highly  spoken  of.  From  ibe 
little  I  have  seen  of  hini  in  one  day,  I  think  he  merits  tbeir 
confidence  by  his  good  sense.  He  has  begged  me  to  present 
him  to  you.  I  sincerely  hope,  my  dear  Ball,  that  the  Rds- 
eians  will  not  act  so  as  to  have  the  Austrians  united  with  the 
French  and  Turks  against  them  and  us ;  but  Russia  must  be 
careful  how  she  conducts  herself  in  the  Ionian  Rcpubtic  and 
the  Morea.  I  have  great  fears  ;  I  think  I  see  much  too  close 
a  connexion  between  France  and  Austria,  and  we  know  the 
Turks  would  jump  to  join  such  an  alliance.  The  times  art 
big  with  great  events.  I  wish  my  health  was  better.  I  hive 
mentioned  to  Lord  Melville  what  you  have  thought  about  St 
Richard  Bickerton,  in  case  I  should  be  able  to  return  ;  hut  I 
do  not  expect  such  a  comphance — time  will  show.  Toulon 
was  safe  on  Sunday  last,  as  Boyle  will  tell  you.  No  Admiral 
has  hoisted  his  Flag  in  the  room  of  La  Touche ; — he  is  gone, 
and  all  his  lies  with  him.  The  French  papers  say  he  died  in 
consequence  of  walking  so  often  up  to  the  Signal-post,  upon 
Sepet,  to  watch  ns :  I  always  pronounced  that  that  would  be 
his  death.     I  am,  &c. 

Nei<80N  and  Brontb. 


ViPlory,  ■(  Set,  4th  October.  ISM. 
Sir, 
I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  30th  July,  acquainting  , 
me  that,  on  account  of  the  weather,  you  judged  it  necessary  to 

•  ColontI  Leake  "m  Englisb  EeBidenl  in  liie  Morfu,  «nd  from  1603  lo  180B,  W- 1 
sided  ohieHy  •!  (be  Court  of  All,  Piehi  of  Yannini.  Hia  inlerestiiig  rccooBI  of  hii  | 
inTela  in  Mores,  Northera  Greece,  Asis  Minor,  lit.,  u  mil  known. 


Wr,  46.] 

let  ihe  four  small  Vegsels  under  your  convoy  on  the  28th  of 
Hiat  month,  anchor  to  the  Southward  of  Cape  Mora  di  Porco, 
*nd  took  that  occasion  to  reconnoitre  a  Vessel  to  leeward ;  in 
tie  meantime  a  strange  Vessel  came  round  ihe  Cape  from 
Syracuse,  which  the  Masters  of  those  four  Vessels  judging  to 
iic  a  Privateer,  cut  their  cable,  and  ran  down  to  you  ;  that  on 
iho  said  Privateer  observing  you  stand  towards  her,  she  ran 
upon  the  rocks,  and  landed  her  men ;  and  that,  from  the  fre- 
quent violations  of  Neutrality  which  the  Enemy's  Privateers 
Etad  been  guilty  of,  you  judged  it  a  good  occasion  to  chastise 
iiem.  In  answer  to  which,  however  much  the  destruction  of 
he  Enemy's  Privateers  under  the  violation  of  the  laws  of 
S^eutrality  may  be  desired,  I  cannot,  in  the  present  instance, 
ustify  your  leaving  the  Vessels  under  your  Convoy  exposed 
o  the  risk  of  capture,  under  any  circumstances  whatever, 
lad  you  been  in  company  with  your  Convoy,  a  legal  oppoi^ 
unity  might  have  offered  for  capturing  or  destroying  the 
*iiTateer  alluded  to.  The  instructions  for  Officers  charged 
rith  Convoys,  are  so  strict  and  well  known,  that  I  am  sorry 
M>meB  necessary  for  me  to  call  your  most  strict  attention 
1  in  future.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


|-LAMBTON  E3TE.  ESQ,  PRIVATE  SECRETARY  TO  CHARLES 
LOCK,  ESQ,  CONSUL-GENERAL  IN  EGYPT. 

fAntogT^h  in  lite  poaieuion  of  Dr.  Luubtoa  Eale.    He  bad  been  tppoinud 
etrtarj  wi  Fbyiiciui  to  Mr.  Lock'a  miiaioik  lo  Egfpt  and  the  Levant.] 

Victory,  Otlobet  i\li.  I8(M. 
My  dear  Sir, 
I  am  much  obliged  by  your  obliging  letter  of  August  20th, 
nd  in  your  note  of  September  16th,  announcing  the  death  of 
rfr.  Lock,'  which  I  am  most  sincerely  sorry  for,  unless  you 
an  gel  his  appointment,  which  I  am  sure  Sir  Alexander  Ball 
bsaks  would  be  a  wise  measure  of  Government;  and  I  wish 
t  was  60,  for  we  want  men  fit  for  places,  and  not  places  for 


*  Ht.  Lock,  fonneiBf  CDOalil  at  Naples,  "bo  b«s  been  often 
be  pli^e,  in  tbe  La^ueilo,  at  Malta,  oa  tbe  13tli  of  September  IB04,  togetb«r 
Fiih  (WO  of  bis  snitc.  They  were  a»»iduoualj  Bllendetl  bj  Mr.  (now  Dr.)  Este, 
rbo  pUsed  liiinself  in  Uie  Luuello  nilb  tbem  for  that  purpoae. 


men  who  are  too  often  uii6t  for  ihem.  I  shall  see,  most  pro- 
bably, your  worthy  Father  before  you ;  but,  at  all  events,  be 
assured,  dear  Sir,  that  I  shall  be  hai>py  in  being  useful  to  yoa, 
on  his  account,  and  your  own  merit,  and  that  I  am  your  much 
obliged  and  humble  servant, 

Nei^on  and  Bbodts. 


TO  UEUTENANT  THE  HONOURABLE  HENRY  DUNCAN,' HJt  ffllF 
ROYAL  SOVEREIGN. 

[ADlDgnph,  in  ibe  posseBsiDii  ol  AlBiander  Ualduw,  Eiq.] 

Violoi;,  October  Uh,  LSOL 
My  dear  Sir, 
There  is  no  man  who  more  sincerely  laments  the  heavj 
loss  you  have  sustained  than  myself:'  but  the  name  of  Duncaa 
will  never  be  forgot  by  Britain,  and,  in  particular,  by  ils 
Navy,  in  which  service,  the  remembrance  of  your  worthy 
father  will,  I  am  sure,  grow  up  in  you.  I  am  sorry  not  to 
have  a  good  Sloop  to  give  jou ;  but  still  an  opening  offers, 
which  I  think  will  insure  your  confirmation  as  a  Commander. 
It  is  occasioned  by  the  very  ill  state  of  health  of  Captain 
Corbet  of  the  Bittern,  who  has  requested  a  few  weeks  leave  to 
reside  on  shore  at  the  Hospital.  You  will  be  confirmed 
before  be  resumes  his  command.  You  had  belter  get  your 
things  on  board  the  Seahorse  this  afternoon,  as  she  will  go  to 
Malta  in  the  morning.  I  am  ever,  my  dear  Sir,  with  every 
kind  wish,  most  faithfully  yours. 

Nelson  and  Bbontx. 


TO  MAJOR-GENERAL  VILLETTES,  MALTA. 


[Autogr*pli,  in  Ibe  posseasioD  o 


JoriBb  Freuch,  E>q.] 

Victoiy,  October  4Ui, 


4 


My  dear  General, 

Many  thanks  for  your  kind  letter  and  good  wishes,  but' 

home  I  ought  to  go,  if  they  will  let  me.     I  think  that  appear. ' 

*  Seconil  BDn  of  Adniirn]  Viscoimt  DimcBit,  iflcrwordB  Cipuin  the  Hon.  Sir  , 
Henry  Duncan.  C,B..  K.C.H, :  Le  died  in  Norember  lyaS.  | 

*  TUb  LelWr  v*3  gccampanied  bj  s  nenspaper,  which  annonnoed  the  BoditeB{ 
dekth  ofAdiDinii  Vi«caant  Duncui,  on  his  va;  (o  Scolluii),  on  the  itb  of  AogUfli  i 
1004. 
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ances  are  such,  that  you  may  be  soon  called  upon  for  the 
Troops  to  garrison  Messina.  I  only  write  from  what  I  hear  is 
passing,  for  when  Russia  goes  to  war,  I  consider  it  very 
probable  that  Naples  will  be  taken  hy  the  French.  My  orders 
are  repeated  to  take  care  of  Sicily ;  but  I  know  that  you  are 
always  ready.  I  have  nothing  later  than  Hydra  will  bring 
you ;  but  believe  me  ever,  my  dear  General,  yours  most 
fiuihiully. 

Nelson  and  Bkonte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  CRACRAFT,  H.M.  SHIP  ANSON. 


Sir, 


[From  ■  Cpp}  in  the  Nelaon  Papers.] 

Viclorj,  U  Sei,  i 


^^1  have  received  your  letter  of  the  30lh  August  last,  ac- 
quainting me  with  the  return  of  his  Majesty's  Ship  Anson, 
under  your  commaud,  from  Constantinople  with  the  Convoy, 
and  that  the  Sublime  Forte  bad  not  made  any  charge  for  the 
repairs  of  the  said  Ship,  except  fees,  which  you  bad  drawn 
for  on  the  Navy  Board,  amounting  to  £41  sterling.  I  am 
very  happy  that  the  Anson  has  again  resumed  her  station, 
and  hope  that  the  Sloops  under  your  command  will  soon  be 
in  a  state  to  join  you.  The  active  and  unwarrantable  conduct 
of  the  Enemy's  Frivateers  in  the  Adriatic,  will  require  the 
most  watchful  and  alert  conduct  on  the  part  of  our  Cruizers 
in  that  sea ;  but  your  indefatigable  zeal  for  his  Majesty's 
service  leads  me  to  hope  that  those  Pirates  will  be  kept  in 
pretty  good  check,  and  destroyed  the  moment  they  attempt 
to  proceed  without  the  protection  of  Neutrality. 

I  shall,  as  soon  as  a  reinforcement  of  Small  Vessels  arrive, 
send  you  more  force,  as  it  may  be  necessary  to  order  the 
Arrow  to  England  with  the  next  Convoy,  Your  letter  of  the 
SOth  August,  res[jecting  the  Bittern's  five  men  being  forgiven 
by  Captain  Corbet,'  and  also  that  of  the  31st,  inclosing  a  list 
of  sails,  have  been  received.     I  am,  &c., 

Nelson  and  Bkonte. 
•  Vide  p.  ea,  «ile. 


[ISOb 


TO  MAJOR-GEXERAL  niXETTEa. 
[Aulugn^b.  in  liit  puueuiou 


rj.  Bullock,  Eiq.] 

-,       ,  „  ,  Vielorj,  Odohfrfitt,  180L 

My  dear  OeneraJ, 
Captain  Leake,  a  gentleman  moat  fully  in  the  confidence 
of  Government,  is  going  to  Albania,  Morea,  &c  &c,  to  look 
about  bim,  and  give  opinions ;  and  as  I  fmti  he  is  not  per- 
sonally known  to  you,  I  beg  leave  to  present  him  lo  your  kind 
attention.  He  is  most  strongly  recommended  to  me  by 
Government.  I  am  ever,  dear  General,  most  faithfully  vouis, 
Nelson  and  Brontb. 


TO  COMMISSIONER  OTWAY.  GIBRALTAR. 


Sir, 


Vislorj,  M  Sei,  Bth  Ootobn,  IBM. 


I  have  received  your  several  letters  of  dates  and  purports 
undermentioned.  [Here  follow  the  dales  and  purport  of  the 
several  letters.]  In  answer  to  your  above-mentioned  letters, 
1  am  very  much  obliged  by  the  Spanish  '  Naval  Occurrences 
at  Cadiz,'  as  well  as  by  the  list  of  arrivals  and  sailings  to  and 
from  Gibraltar,  and  the  account  of  the  Stores  unloading  from 
the  William  Storeship  at  that  place.  1  very  much  approve  of 
the  inquiry  you  have  made  into  Mr.  Pownall's  omission  in 
not  checking  the  Boatswain  of  the  Halcyon,  on  mustering  that 
Sloop,  and  trust  his  attention  in  future  to  that  part  of  his 
duty  will  render  such  a  measure  unnecessary.  I  am,  however, 
sorry  to  observe  that  the  Ships  in  the  vicinity  of  Gibraltar  are 
prevented  from  delivering  in  their  Muster-Books  from  want 
of  muster-paper,  and  beg  you  will  be  good  enough  to  write 
the  Navy  Board  again  on  that  subject  The  Woollen  slops, 
which  you  very  properly  directed  tlic  Storekeeper  to  [send 
to]  the  Fleet,  will  be  very  acceptable  indeed.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bhontb. 


\46.] 


TO  HIS  EXCELLENCY  HUGH  ELLIOT,  ESQ. 


[Aotogrspb.  in 


,e  ElIiDi  Papers 


^K    Mj  dear  Sir, 

^LAn  English  Ship  of  War  shall  always  remain  at  Naples,  as 
H^  as  his  Sicilian  Majesty  may  think  it  necessary.  You  will 
uiow  that  it  is  necessary  for  me,  now  and  then,  to  ask  the 
question.' 

Your  Excellency's  summary  account  of  the  situation  of 
Naples  since  the  negotiations  with  Russia,  and  of  your  very 
interesting  communication  with  the  King  in  person,  are  per- 
fectly clear :  and  [even]  if  I  did  not  know  Naples,  and  the  men 
who  move  the  wheels  of  Government,  so  well  as  I  do,  would 
makelhesitualionof  the  affairs  of  that  Kingdom  perfectly  clear 
to  any  person,  I  was  in  hopes  Circello  would  before  this  time 
have  been  in  ihe  place  of  Chevalier  Micheroux.  Our  Govern- 
ment, nor  any  English  Minister  or  OiEcer,  dare  place  con- 
fidence in  him,  I  hope  he  is  loyal  and  true  to  his  King,  hut 
much  more  is  required  for  a  Foreign  Court  to  trust  its  plans 
of  operations  and  ultimate  views  to.  Implicit  confidence  must 
be  placed,  and,  with  the  Chevalier  Micheroux,  so  far  from 
confidence,  the  greatest  distrust  must  prevaiL  This,  I  assert, 
is  my  opinion,  of  which  your  Excellency  will  make  a  proper 
use, 

The  new  Ministry  seem  to  have  honoured  me  with  un- 
bounded conMence,  and  I  understand  that  your  letters  relative 
to  all  the  affairs  of  Naples,  both  as  to  its  safety  and  pecuniary 
assistance,  are  to  the  same  tenour  as  mine.  (I  have  wrote  to 
General  Villettes  to  keep  the  two  thousand  men  ready  to 
embark  for  Messina.)     The  regret  of  General  Acton's  leaving 

■  lo  wplj  W  this  qnealion  in  Lord  Nelson's  letter  lo  Mr.  EUiot  on  ths  asth  of 
Aoffuit,  (vide  p.  ITU,  uite,)  tbU  Minuter  itifurmed  him  od  llie  8th  of  September, 
thu  die  KiDg  of  NipUs  bad  desired  htm. "  lo  uqQwot  janr  Lordship,  ufficUllr, 
Ihal  in  do  period  since  [he  cammencement  of  hostilities,  hu  the  pressnee  at  » 
8rilj*b  Ship  ot  Wu  lieen  mors  neceastry  for  Ibe  prot«etiaa  of  (his  Capital,  and  the 
■eouritj  of  hb  Family.  Ihui  at  the  present  critii^al  DOPJunclUN.  His  Sioilinn  Ma- 
jejlj  Uiereforo  iriiBU  that  yoiu  Lordship  will  not  And  it  Incompatible  with  the  other 
objects  of  your  inporiiuil  comtnntid,  lo  leaTe  B  Briliah  Ship  of  Ibree  in  this  road, 
natil  aoine  fittourabk  obauge  shall  have  taken  plaoe  in  Ihe  uafbrtnnBM  lituation  of 
this  Kin^om." — Orijinal,  iu  the  Elliot  Papers. 


L^ 


the  helai  at  such  an  important  Dioinenl  b  must  strongl; 
expressed.  We  none  of  us  can  have  equal  confidence  in  anj 
other  man.  Circello,  I  believe,  is  sincerely  attached  to  Acton 
and  the  King.  Our  great  and  good  Queen  sometimes,  I 
fear,  allows  herself  to  be  guided  hy  people  not  possessed 
of  one  half  of  her  excellent  head  and  heart.  But  the  times 
are  9uch  that  Kingdoms  must  not  be  placed  with  ;  for  it  ia 
not  difficult  to  sec  that  if  Austria  joins  with  France,  so  will 
the  Turks,  and  then  Russia  will  have  her  bands  full;  and  so 
far  from  Russia  assisting  Xaples,  it  may  involve  her,  withoat 
the  greatest  care  and  circumspection,  in  total  ruin.  Naples 
must  not  be  hastily  involved  in  a  war  with  France.  Sicily 
mustbesavecL  The  Calabriansmust  he  kept  from  the  entrance 
of  French  Troops.  If  wc  are  consulted,  we  must  assist 
Naples  in  keeping  off  the  blow  as  long  as  possible,  and  of 
giving  up  as  little  as  possible  every  time  she  may  be  pushed 
too  hard,  and  that  a  crisis  arrives. 

It  is  certainly  most  important  that  the  King's  person  should 
not  fall  into  the  power  of  the  French ;  but  the  esact  time  when 
he  should  retreat  to  Sicily  should  be  well  weighed.  If  he  goes 
too  soon,  it  may  be  said  that  he  leaves  his  Subjects  in  distress : 
if  be  stays  too  long,  he  may  be  forced  to  sign  things  that  may 
lose  him  his  Kingdom.  There  are  times  when  a  King  should 
put  himself  at  the  bead  of  his  Troops,  and  defend  his  Kingdom. 
Naples  has  not  the  means  of  resisting  the  enormous  power  of 
France  unassisted.  How  far  it  might  be  right  to  leave  the 
Queen  and  Prince  Royal,  I  really  feel,  without  much  more 
information  than  I  could  obtain — without  talking  to  your 
Excellency  and  Sir  John  Acton  confidentially — unable  to 
give  an  opinion;  and  I  ought  to  beg  your  pardon  for  having 
ventured  to  say  so  much  as  I  have  done ;  but  independent  of 
my  duty  to  protect  their  Sicilian  Majesties,  I  feel  naturally,' 
having  before  seen  them  in  the  deplh  of  adversity,  that  my 
heart  feeb*  for  their  situation.  What  I  can  do,  shall  be  done ; 
and  perhaps  my  being  in  England,  and  conversing  with  the 
Ministers,  if  I  am  to  be  in  their  confidence,  will  be  of  more 
real  use  to  the  Kingdom  of  Naples,  than  my  being  here  the 
winter,  completely  done  up,  and  in  the  spring  be  obliged  to 
retire  for  ever.       1  sincerely   hope   that  your  Excellency's 
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news  is  correct  from  Berlin ;  but  I  have  mj  doubts.  It  would 
be  too  much  happiaess  for  J£urope,  which  seems  bent  upon 
destroying  itself.  I  am  ever,  with  the  highest  respect,  your 
Excellency's  most  obedient  bumble  Servant, 

Nelson  and  Brokte. 


I 


TO  HIS  EXCELLEXCY  HUGH  ELLIOT,  ESQ. 

[Auiogr»pb,  in  Uic  Elliot  r»pcrB.] 


Violorr,  October  7tli,  ISOl. 

My  dear  Sir, 

I  am  truly  sensible  of  the  kind  concern  you  express  for  the 

state  of  my  health ;'  but  yoti  might  be  sure  that  if  I  had  not 

found  it  indispensably  necessary,  that  I  should  not  have  made 

the  application  for  a  few  months'  rest.     If  I  am  able,  it  is  my 

•  On  tlie  t)lb  or  S«plf  mlisr,  1801.  Mr.  Elliot  wrule  the  foUowliig  letter  to  Lord 

Siciliui  Mqcsliei  luTe  kunl  your  detenninnlion  of  qnilting  jour  Cominaiid  iu  Ibe 
Medilemaeui,  and  of  going  lo  Engluid  \ha  wiatvr  Tor  the  re  eBtnbltahment  of 
your  licaltb.  Their  Sicilian  H^esties  aie  in  tlii»  nnt  more  concerned  for  your  in- 
dispoiiiion.  thftn  they  ue  aniioui  fTom  the  etil  eDbcu  which  Ibej  appreheud  must 
eosoe  to  their  interest,  in  conaeqnence  of  jonr  Lordship's  absence  tiara  the  Medi- 
terraneaa.  I  know  it  is  the  King's  intention  to  write  to  the  Prince  uf  Casldcicala, 
lo  apply  to  the  British  Gosemnieal  for  your  Lordship's  speedy  return  lo  these  eeas, 
in  order  lo  reniime  the  high  Caramand  yon  have  hitberlo  exercised,  iritb  no  less 
credit  to  yoiirulf  ihao  adcanuge  lo  Ibe  many  Counlries,  whose  fulnre  security  resli 
entirely  apnc  the  skill  by  which  a  Briti-ib  Admiral  may  be  enabled  to  mainliuii  the 
•nperioiity  of  Ihe  British  Fleet  orer  that  of  the  Enemy  in  the  Mediten»nean. 
When  such  great  interests  are  concemsd,  I  shsll  not  presume  lo  dwell  upon  my 
own  feelings,  allhongh  I  cannot  but  recall  lo  your  Lardchip.  that  1  only  consented 
to  depiit  09  abruptly  as  t  did  ham  England,  lo  nndenake  this  arduout  and  ruinons 
Misaioo,  from  the  expectation  that  my  aSbrts  lo  direct  tlie  counoiU  of  this  Kingdom 
would  have  been  seconded  by  your  pre-eminent  tnleuts  and  Judgment.  Allow  me, 
bowerer,  my  Lord,  in  this  emergency,  to  propose  to  your  consideraUoD  s  plan,  con- 
ceming  which  I  hate  already  had  much  coniersation  with  the  Queen,  and  which, 
if  it  can  be  adapted,  will  obiiale  many  of  the  misfortunes  to  which  we  shonid  ba 
eiposed  by  yonr  absence,  As  your  Lordship's  health  requires  that  yon  should  not 
be  exposed  to  the  rigonni  of  another  winter's  cruize  in  the  Gnlf  of  Lyons,  it  is  the 
sineere  wish  of  this  Court  thai  you  would  spend  the  soTcre  months  of  the  year, 
either  here  or  at  Palermo,  without  abandoning  your  chief  Command  in  the  Medi- 
terranean. I  only  do  my  duty  in  siiggealing  this  idea  lo  your  I.otdship,  withoat 
venturing  lo  press  upon  you  the  many  arguments  by  which,  I  think,  1  could  proye 
its  expediency.  You  must  be  sensible,  ray  Lord,  that  no  Admiral  who  is  not  as 
weU  acquainted  as  yourself  with  the  political  stale  of  these  Kingdoms,  or  other 
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AagaM  Ktit.  vidi  d»e  9e<(<tnl  W^Jcbuics  respecting  the  < 
Am«  «rtke  Bom  «tim  MijeatyS  Skop  Bittern,  in  the  Mole  of 
Klfli^Md«fA*CMidaeiarUsM^estTs  Schooner  Renaid, 
•»  iW  C^MT  af  Sk^,  ID  ihiajiwg  a  PrirUe«r  belongbg  to 
dK  ttafiM  ScpabBe.'  Yow  EieJencj  haTing  wrote  officially 
I*  W  EncJka^  Mr.  EKm  i^Ma  dkose  so^ects,  which  fa« 
Wb  mmmtnti  l»  »»,  I  hare  sent  mT  aoswers  to  his  Excel- 
lanyt  «W  viN  Rgnlarhr  eommanicate  them  to  too.  Bat 
vWk  Twr  EshBmktV  IcaTc,  I  win  replj  to  such  parts  of 
^Nwr  wOcr  m  bia  Mafcftj's  good  opm'Mxi  of  mj  conduct 
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nds — that  I  should  express  that  it  still,  and  ever  will  be, 
I  pride,  to  deserve  his  Majesty's  continued  good  opinion, 
T  I  shall  venture  to  do  it  with  that  openness,  which  a  mind 
1  of  offence  is  able  to  do ;  and  I  rely  that  your  Excellency 
t  approve  of  what  I  shall  say,  and  acquiesce  in  the  justness 
K>me  of  the  observations. 

pThe  trivial,  although  certainly  irregular  conduct  of  the  Bit- 
B*8  Boat,  was  not  worth  the  time  of  your  Excellency  to  write 
BPnblic  Minister.  In  the  first  instance,  if  the  Captain  of  the 
,  or  Naval  Officer,  had  gone  with  the  complaint  to  Cap- 
Malcolm,  he  would,  in  the  first  instance,  have  not  only 
disapproved  the  proceeding,  hut  reprimanded  the  Officer,  as 
he  has  done  when  communicated  to  him,  for  his  conduct. 
The  searching  for  Uesertera,  or  for  men  absent  from  their 
Ships,  has  in  all  Countries  been  tolerated.  If  improper  conduct 
b  pursued,  certainly  it  is  cause  for  just  offence;  but  none  is 
stated  to  have  happened.  All  Vessels  in  the  Mole  of  Naples 
are  Neutrals,  as  far  as  relates  to  any  of  the  belligerent  Powers ; 
therefore  no  offence  could  he  given  to  either  French  or  Dutch. 
It  may  be  an  irregularity,  searching  for  absent  Seamen,  but  it 
13  tolerated  by  all  Nations.  Do  not  other  Nations  look  for 
their  men  every  day  at  Naples?  Certainly  they  do.  But  it 
is  my  wish  to  have  our  conduct  so  correct,  that  envy  and 
malice  itself  should  not  be  able  to  find  fault  with  uB,  and  to 
contrast  our  conduct  with  that  of  French  Armed  Vessels,  in 
the  Mole  of  Naples,  to  the  British  Officers  and  Men. 

I  have  sent  Mr.  Elliot  the  Officer's  Report  of  his  destroying 
the  Privateer  upon  the  Coast  of  Sicily,  and  I  have  already 
directed  a  strict  inquiry  into  the  transaction;  for  although 
the  conduct  of  the  Enemy's  Privateers  is  so  infamous,  and  in 
defiance  of  all  laws  of  Neutrality,  yet  their  doing  wrong  is  no 
rule  why  we  should.  There  is  a  general  principle  which  I 
have  laid  down  for  the  regidation  of  the  Officers'  conduct 
under  my  command — which  is  never  to  break  the  Neutrality 
of  any  Port  or  place.  But  never  to  consider  as  Neutral  any 
place  from  whence  an  attack  is  allowed  to  be  made, — the 
attacker  forfeits  all  Neutrality. 

^  The  result  of  this  inquiry  shall  be  sent  to  Naples  as  soon 
ssibte ;  and  I  beg  leave  to  request  that  your  Excellency 
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}  an  EXCXLLSSCT  HDGH  ELUOT.  ESQ. 


TMtof?.  Octshcr  Tlh.  tsni. 

Mt  dor  Sir, 
Aa  I  «end  ym  mj  answer  to  Cberslier  Micheroox's  IdUr, 
U  wiD  not  be  necemrj  to  enter  into  an;  detail  of  my  opinions 
to  joar  £xcriIeDcy.  The  fault  of  the  Bittern's  Officer*  WM 
DodiiDg,  if  be  coodocted  himself  properly.  It  is  an  iir^u- 
larity  coounitted  bj  all  Nations,  every  day,  in  every  Foit. 
Bot  certainty  Captain  Malcolm's  reprimand  was  full  and 
■mple  for  every  hurt  which  the  (bot  of  a  British  Officer  coold 
do,  in  tramf^ing  npoa  the  deck  of  a  French  or  Dutch  Ship. 
I  certainly  wish  nothing  to  be  done,  nhich  could  tn  any 
manner  commit  the  good  King  of  Naples  with  the  French. 
TTiey  wish  for  nothing  better.  I  send  your  Excelleacy  Lieu- 
tenant Spencers  letter.  I  have  not  approved  of  his  conduct ; 
for  although  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  this  Vessel  would  have 
committed  herself,  yel  as  she  does  not  appear  to  have  done  it, 
under  that  presumption  Mr.  Spencer  was  hasly.'  This  Priva- 
teer has  before,  I  dare  say,  broke  the  Neutrality ;  at  least,  I 
hope,  for  Mr.  Spencer's  sake,  that  it  will  appear  so  in  the 
inquiry  I  have  ordered.  The  conduct  of  the  French  in 
Sicily,  and  of  many  of  the  Governors,  has  been  shameful. 
Nothing  would  prevent  their  being  complained  of,  but  the 
consideration  of  the  very  delicate  situation  of  his  Sicilian 
Majesty.     I  am,  my  dear  Sir,  your  most  faithful  servant, 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 
With  respect  to  the  Neapolitan  Vessels  taken  near  Espeda, 

'  In  Ih.  «fl«rtioon  of  the  aUM  of  Augqst,  1«CH.  m  Officer  uid  Bo«fa  crew,  imei 
■ilh  cniliHM,  belonging  to  iIjb  Bilteni,  weot  dd  bo«rd  of  Uiree  Dalch  Vt—Ot  In 
(he  MuleiuNipU'.""  MUMliottonrdeBerlers;  batoot  aoding  Ihem,  Ihry  pnott4»d 
to  ■  FroncU  Urig.  '■1"  Miuiiiif  of  wliich  li«Ting  pohitiielj'  refiiBeil  lo  illow  hje  Veucl 
to  be  euunioed,  nitUoiit  f  rirrlec  from  the  French  AmbwMilor,  the  OfScer  retunitd 
10  the  flitwra  for  fiir  N'otliing  more,  howoter,  took  pl«ce. 

•  Vide  p.  'ii^'  0' 
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I  is  not  the  direct  road  to  Barcelona ;  and  how  little  must 

e  Chevalier  koow  of  our  just  laws,  to  think  that  either  you, 

1 1,  or  even  the  King,  dare  to  communicate  with  a  Judge. 

BiisCice  will  be  done,  be  it  for  or  against  the  captor  of  these 

pessek 


TO  HIS  EXCELLENCY  HUGH  ELLIOT,  ESQ. 

[Aulograpb.  in  tbe  EUiol  Pliers.} 

Private.  Viilorr,  Ootober  Tib,  1B04. 

My  dear  Sir, 

^Doctor  Scott  13  delighted  with  your  kind  attention  to  him. 
i  joined  us,  October  3rd.  The  wind  blows  [eo]  strong 
iBterly,  that  nothing  can  leave  me.  I  am  very  anxious  to 
ud  your  dispatches  from  the  Secretary  of  State.  I  have 
been  better  than  I  am,  but  at  this  moment  I  am  very  unwell 
We  shall  see  what  the  Admiralty  will  do  with  me.  I  beg  my 
re^tectful  compliments  to  Mrs.  Elliot,  and  believe  me  ever, 
s  most  faithfully. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 
Tom  over. 

Your  son  is  very  well ;  the  Amazon  is  with  us.     Pray,  for- 
ward my  letter  to  Mr.  Jackson. 


TO  Hia  EXCELLENCY  HUGH  ELLIOT.  ESQ. 

[Aalograpb,  in  Ibc  Elliol  Psprn.] 

Viciorj.  Ociobtr  8Ui,  IBM. 
My  dear  Sir, 
Captain  Leake,  Royal  Artillery,  who  has  wrote  to  you  upon 
the  subject  of  a  Drafbman,  is  anxious  that  I  should  write  you 
a  line  to  mention  him  to  your  Excellency.     Captain  L.  is 
VtTj  high  in  the  confidence  of  Government,  and  employed  on 
s  Military  mission,  and  to  look  about  him,  that  we  may  know 
what  is  really  going  forward  with  the  Russians,  &c.  &c.     I 
a  ever,  ray  dear  Sir,  most  faithfully  yours. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 
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jimr  LaRSBup  -rrar  zie  lusneis  rtJHJCLiing  fK<»  deten- 
tji  :^  sd  Tnxiaaa  VokL  2  scred;  and,  I  hare  the 
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TO  TEE  KIGffT  BOSQC3JkBUi  iAML  9EXCZ3U  KjG. 

^3saK7.  lOck  OeoAer,  1804. 

I  do  Mme  TOO,  mj  dear  Locd^  that  doc  ooe  of  all  jonr 
Natal  ftimday  and  joa  oogbt  to  hare  muiT,  lores^  hoDoon, 
aad  respects  too  more  than  mT%t^  or  b  more  gratefbl  for  all 
joor  kixKiiiesB.  CircumstaDces  maj  hare  separated  os:  bat 
mj  sincere  respect  and  attachment  can  nerer  be  shaken  by 
eiiher  political  or  other  cooaderatioDs :  and  it  will  always  give 
me  pleasure,  in  showing  m j  regard  for  the  Father  by  atten- 
tioDS  to  the  Son.^  The  aght  of  yoor  letter  called  fiuth  feel- 
ings of  which  I  hare  reason  to  be  proad,  bat  which  cannot  be 
readily  expressed ;  therefore  I  shall  only  say  for  myself  that 
Nelson  nerer  has,  nor  can  change.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bbonte. 

*  The  HoBOorablc  Bobert,  afkerwvds  Ciptain  Sir  Bobot  Spencer,  K.C.H^  iriio 
dMd  on  Om  ith  of  Norcmber,  1830. 


A 


To  VISCOUNT  MELVILLE,  FIRST  LORD  OF  THE  ADMIRALTY. 

C^Vom  Clirii?  uid  M'Anbur,  toI.  ii.  p,  S88,  who  Male  llisl  "  Ihc  AdmiriJ  ex- 
>«a«l  him'elf  &9  Ving  satisfied  iriLb  tlie  UTBngemcms  tbat  had  betn  mndc  liy 
■  Bond  or  Admirall;,  u  to  Lin«-af-Butle  Ships,  jel  lomenled  tb(^  mannrr  in 
>ith  (be  Service  coDtinned  to  be  onunped  for  wuit  of  Frigales.  A  deficiency  o( 
Bn  is  the  Hedilemneui  Blloired  the  Fnemy's  PriTiUeerB  to  increaie.  and  can- 
I«nli1e  depndcdani  lo  be  made  nn  our  valuable  Trade  in  Uiai  aea;"  nod  be 

lOlhOclubsr,  I6M, 

But  I  am  sure,  my  Lord,  from  jour  wise  beginning,  that  a 
j!I  crop  of  credit,  and  I  believe  of  glory,  will  accrue  to  the 
loard  of  Admiralty.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


PTO  WILLUM  MARSDEN,  ESQ.,  ADMIRALTY. 
[Original,  in  the  Admiraliy.] 

Victory,  al  Sea,  lOlh  October,  1801. 

Sir, 

You  will  please  to  acquaint  ihe  Lords  Commissioners  of 
le  Admiralty  that  I  have  received  their  order,  dated  the  31st 
ilj  last,  directing  me  to  hold  in  readiness,  in  such  Port  as 
sy  be  ^jeed  upon  by  Mr,  Jackson,  his  Majesty's  Minister 

the  King  of  Sardinia,  and  myself,  one  of  the  Ship^  under 
y  command,  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  his  Sardinian 
[ajeatf  to  such  Fort  in  the  Mediterranean  as  he  may  ap- 
lint;  and  to  adopt  such  measures  for  the  Naval  defence  of 
e  Island  of  Sardinia  as  may  be  best  calculated  for  that  pur- 
ise,  and  consistent  with  the  other  services  entrusted  to  my 
re.  In  answer  to  which,  you  will  please  to  acquaint  the 
ords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  that,  in  the  very  early 
irt  of  my  communication  with  Mr.  Jackson,  the  removal  of 
a  Sardinian  Majesty  was  a  principal  consideration ;  and  that 
have  frequently  wrote  to  that  Minister  on  the  same  subject, 
id  have  constantly  had  the  safety  of  his  Sardinian  Majesty 

view. 

I  wrote  on  the  7th  instant  to  Mr.  Jackson,  and  the  moment 
I  signifies  his  Sardinian  Majesty's  pleasure  to  me,  a  Ship  of 
ar  shall  be  sent  agreeably  to  his  wish,  to  remove  his  Majesty 

any  Port  in  the  Mediterranean  which  he  may  think  proper. 
q2 


Tbe  defence  of  the  Island  of  Sardioia  shall  be  constaDtljiepI 
in  view,  and  the  necessary  measures  adopted  for  that  pii> 
pose,  as  far  as  may  be  compatible  with  the  other  services  en- 
trusted to  mj  care.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  amd  Bbonte. 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ.,  ADMIR.\LTY. 


[Origlnkl,  iD  llie  Admiralty.] 


Sir, 


Virtory.  tt  Se«.  JOlh  Oelober.  IWt, 


I  herewith  transmit  you  a  letter  from  the  Reverend  Mr. 
Hughes,'  Chaplain  to  the  Naval  Hospital  at  Gibraltar,  which 
jou  will  please  to  lay  before  the  Lords  CommissioDera  of 
the  Admiralty  for  their  consideration  ;  and  at  the  same  time 
acquaint  their  Lordships  that  Mr.  Hughes  is  a  very  respect- 
able Clergyman,  and  appears  to  me  deaer\-ing  of  some  relie£ 
A  former  application  from  Mr.  Hughes  was  transmitted  in 
my  letter  to  Sir  Evan  Nepean,  dated  the  18th  August,  1803. 
I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bbonte. 


TO  WILUAM  MABSDEN,  ESQ,  ADMIBALTY. 

[Original,  in  lh«  Admiralty.] 

VicUiry,  u  S»,  lOth  OotobWi 


St,'  ac-  I 


I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  28th  August  last,'  a 
qnainting  me  that  it  Is  the  wish  of  his  Majesty's  Confidential  j 

'  Mr.  Hughes'  loiter  alinei  that  be  bad  performed  the  duty  in  the  Qibrilwr 
Nttal  Hoepital  anil  Yard  far  fourteen  years.  i>i1h  no  remnnetatioD  but  buriil  (teil 
■nd  be  Hierefgre  requeaUd  to  be  alloweil  a  salary.  | 

*  Tbe  letter  referred  to  bas  not  been  found ;  bat  Lord  Nelaon  tben  rrceired  llie 
following  letters  from  Earl  Camden,  Secretary  of  Sui«  tor  tbe  War  Departmeat.  i 
and  from  Lord  Harrowby,  Secrelary  of  Stale  for  Foreign  Affairs,  |  to  some  ot  whieh   I 
be  aftcrwardB  alludes,)   which  show  tbe  high  \alue  the  Govemmenl  attwbed  10  J 
bla  opinion*,  especially  rospecting  Sariinia; — 


"  Most  private  and  confldenlial. 
■■  My  Lord.  "  Downing  Street,  SOth  Apgnst,  11 

"  Hie  M^eely  liavini  been  graeioualy  pleased  to  place  in  my  hasdi  Uie  Seill  of  1 
[he  Colonial  -inmeDl,  Ihe  leltera  which  your  Lordship  a 


..46.] 

SeiYBiits  that  I  should  keep  a  watchful  look  over  any  motions 
Wot  the  Euemy  that  may  have  a  tendency  to  injure  any  of  the 
1  rights  and  pussessions  of  the  Allies  of  Great  Britain  in  this 
I  Country,  and  signifying  to  me  their  Lordships'  direction  to 

L  ^-oii  Hcb»rt  DD  poUlicnl  aulyePK,  liive  bEcn  dpUvertd  to  me.     In  lliis  disjiiilcli  I 

I  cooSiie  DiyselT  W  tlie  caniiaaiucuioDH  received  from  foar  Lordsbip  an 

be  gnu  imporunce  irbjob  j^ou  UUfti  to  tbe  InUnd  uf  Sardinia,  boib  as  i\a  posaea- 

^  whiob  tbin  Couutry  uiusl  Blwayn  loak  in  ibe  MnUtemne*)], 

I*  in  oeeopation  b;  France  would  enable  IhU  Power  lo  oounleisct  tbese  ubjecls, 

!t  licT  own  Tiens  in  Lliat  pan  of  die  worid. 

"  Tbis  letter,  u  «eU  as  one  of  ibii  date  wbicb  joar  Loidsbip  will  recein  from 

•i  UeliJUc,  will  appri«e  jour  Lonbbip  bow  mucb  weigbl  is  Jostly  given  [o  jonr 

ling  apon  tbe  subjeet  of  the  Island  of  Sardinia.     Lord  Melville'e 

r,  whicb  his  Lordship  lias  communicated  to  me,  makes  it  unneceB8ai7  for  m 

'  Naval  part  of  ibis  aubjecl,  as  eunnected  wilb  Ibat  leland: 

Btddilian  In  die  ubBemiions  coalained  in  LLat  letter,  and  Ilie  ioBtruelions  wluo]|   i 

f  eomejed  to  jou  in  it,  your  Lordsliip  will  nuurallj  expect  Ci 

alioD  of  the  probahihl;  of  our  being  eualiled  lo  deUeb  from  this  Countij  d 
Id  be  emplojed  in  tbe  Uedileiranean. 
•■  'Hw  exleniiTe  preparations  of  tbe  Enemy  on  tbe  uppoaile  Ciiasia  of  France,  J 
nier  it  abaolatel)  ineipedient  In  ailvise  a  preienl  reduclioi 
Britain  and  Ireland,  bj  delacbiog  «tij  part  of  il  Dpon  distant  eipeditioos :  and  uatU  J 
ibe  seuon  of  tbe  jtcar  sbatl  render  tbe  proposed  Mlempt  of  the  Enen 
bflble.  or  BDiil  ibe  meaaures  in  progresa  for  augmenliTiB  the  Arany  shall  kave  takes  J 
place,  no  addition  can  be  node  lo  tbe  force  now  in  ihe  Mediterranean. 

'■  Whenever  auch    addilion   can  be  made,  tbe  Kin^s   Hiniilera    conaidei   the 
objeota  in  that  quarter  as  of  tbe  highest  importance,  and  tbe  preventing  of  the  Ihland 
of  Sanliuia  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  France,  auongai  I]ie  very  Brat  olgeeta  to 
be  aneiulcil  to.    As  for  u  the  nrriTal  of  reinforce meuta  bears  upon  that  Hiilyeet.  I 
eaoDOl  bold  out  to  yoni  Lordablp  any  expeclatinn  of  that  event  before  the  cloae  af 
tbe  prtamt  year.     Until  such  reinforcemettU   may  airive,  tbe  inatroclions   bam  I 
Lord  Melville.  lo  which  I  have  allnded,  point  out  the  olijects  to  which  it  ia  desired    | 
yooi  Lordsliip  shall  attend.  >e  far  aa  respects  ihe  Naval  liew  nf  the  subject.    Witb 
ngard  lo   the  Military  inijoiricB  to  be  made,  the  Memorandum  which  Captain 
Leake  (who  had  before  been  inatmcled  by  Lord  Harrowby  lo  proceed  to  Corfu, 
•sd  tbe  Cout  of  European  Tnrkcy)  has  received  from  hu  Lordship,  makes  il  unne- 
tmaary  for  me  to  ilo  more,  Ibaa  to  deaiie  yonr  Lordnliip  lo  afford  whatever  usistaUM 
your  ntoation  enables  you  lo  the  inquiries  it  is  auggesled  thai  Officer  shall  ti 
in  case  you  should  tliiak  it  adviaable  thai  he  should  proceed  to  Sardinia  for 
porpoae.     1  entirely  concur  in  the  Memorandatn  alluded  to,  and  to  which  t  refer    I 
youi  Lordship. 

"  Wbeaeter.  from  Captain  Leake'a  report,  or  from  any  other  source  on  Hhiob 
joa  may  depend,  your  Lordship  is  enabled  to  give  a  more  miunte  and  detailed 
aeeount  nf  the  blaud  of  Sardinia,  both  aa  Ibe  oppanunity  ia  afforded  ID  lake  posara- 


o  of  il.  u  well  a«  u 
Biiw  of  tbOM  I 


il  aflerwards,  you 
lu  the  ui 


le  Ihe  earliest  infomta- 


r  Lordship  will  n 


it  any 


b  of  Sardinia  or  Sicily  falling  in 


lisfortmie  lo  this  Country,  lu  lb*   i 


le  hands  of  Frnnoe. 


ir  Lordship  tbrtber  tban  to  ihank  yon  for  tbe 
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afford  his  Majesty's  Allies  in  the  Mediterranean  every  pTO- 
tection  in  my  power,  consistent  with  a  due  attcQtioa  ta  ik ' 
other  important  duties  committed  to  my  care.  In  answer  to 
which,  you  will  please  to  acquaint  the  Lords  Commissioons 
of  the  Admiralty  that  due  regard  shall  be  paid  to  their  in- 
structions ahove  mentioned.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Broittr. 

tions  nbioli  hive  bepD  receircd  IVoni  yon,  and  lo  request  n  coBtinauice  oflbUfli 
reapoDdcDce  whicli  my  predecessor  bad  the  idviintitee  of  enjojing  Willi  jaac  Lori 
■bip,  on  poibU  >d  essenliiiJ  to  bis  M^ealy's  inlereslg  in  IbU  quoxter  of  ibe  g\iii. 
in  irblcb  jonr  Loidsbip  is  m  deBi»bly  uid  so  aserully  employed.  1  ban  lla 
bonoDT  to  nmain,  wilb  greU  trtith  lud  Kgud.  tour  Lordsbip's  most  aincct*  nil 
(utbful,  bumble  serviiql,— Cahdeb."— (Orijinai,  Id  the  possession  of  the  Bi^T 
Honourable  John  WiJson  Croker.) 


■■  My  Lor, 
■'  I  bope  yoi 
useful  mud  odTanlageous 


wiU  p 


"  Dovnisg  Street,  August  iHtb,  160L 
if  Hut  tt 


■i  Hobut  liul  Ibe  tdnntage  of 
lOrdship  ;  uiil  1  trust  il  is  uuaecsssirjr  to  autin-  yoa  thai  in 
intnuliDg  to  tne  your  Lordship's  sentiments  ou  Ibe  polilicd  snbjects  eoimecled 
with  the  MediteiTuiesu,  you  repose  ihem  in  a  person  uho  jnstly  sppreciMes  jonr 
opinions,  and  baa  the  liigbest  ulminiliDn  of  your  oharRcler.  My  leller  of  this  dale 
will  inform  yon  bov  much  weight  the  Goremment  gives  to  yonr  representatiaiii  on 
the  BUbjec!  of  SDrdinis.  iind  1  un  very  sorry  lo  bold  out  to  you  odIt  ■  diiiut 
prospeet  of  the  WTivit]  of  reinlbrcetneals  in  the  Mediterrauemn,  as  it  regards  tlie 
particular  snbjeet  of  Sardinia,  as  well  as  other  iuterestiug  objects  in  tlial  qnaner. 

"  Your  Lordship's  dispUehes  and  their  inclosores,  on  the  GUbject  of  the  poinuin 
dispute  with  the  Dey  of  Alters,  have  arrived  so  lately  in  tliis  connlry.  Ibaf  t  am 
at  enabled  lo  send,  by  the  present  conTeyanoe,  instructions  ou  that  aubJMt.  I  beg 


your  Lordship,  hi 
cretion  and  addref 
yoa  employed  to  < 
opponunily  to  rel 
to  my  request  abo 


be  assured  of  the  bigb  opinion  1  entenain  of  your  di 
n  the  orders  yon  have  given,  and  in  tbeaeleetion  of  the  pen 
cote  them.  1  request  your  Lordship's  permission  to  lake  i 
u  you  my  thanks  for  the  KIcniion  you  were  so  good  as  to  j 
my  nephew.  Ur.  James.  I  Inment  be  did  not  accept  your  c 
lain  in  the  Mfdil^rraneui,  and  still  more,  that  he  baa  ai 
quitted  the  Sea  for  the  Land  Service.  I  bare  Ihe  honour  to  remain,  with  ftdtd  ' 
troth,  your  LordsLip's  most  obedient,  hnmblo  servant, — C*«rEK." — {Aulajraph,  i 
in  Ibe  possession  of  the  Right  Uononnible  John  Wilaou  Croker.) 


■a  which  your  Lordship  bad 
ance  of  your  Lordship's  cor-  J 

ss  of  thai  deportmeut  which  ' 


Ltnge  of  pemsii 


"  Downing  Street,  20th  Aogust,  ISOi. 
"  My  LorJ, 
"  Having  had  the  ad' 
MUl  lo  Lord  Hawkeshiir 
respaudence,  upon  snob  points  as  relate 
his  Mqesty  has  been  gradously  pleased 

"  This  leller  wi"  *       "-'-vered  to  you  by  Captain  Leake,  of  the  Boyai  AttiUary, 
u  OScit  Of  I?  itit,  wba  served  with  the  Torkiih  Aim;  in  Kopl  i 


h.  46.] 


^B  TO  WILLIAM  MAHSDEN,  ESQ^  ADMIBALTY-  ■ 

^H  [Originsl,  in  tlie  Adminll;.]  I 

^H  Viclorr,  bI  Sea.  lOlb  Oclober.  180t'  I 

H  ^^'  I 

^■I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  17th  August,  signifying  I 

^■me  their  Lordships'  direction  to  cause  the  Recruits  raided  I 

^K  Captain  Adair  for  the  Royal  Marines  to  be  placed  to  the  1 

^Hcant  Companies,  in  order  to  ascertain  them.     In  answer  I 

^Bereto,  I  herewith  transmit  jou  a  letter  from  Captain  Adair,  I 

^Bgetherwitha  Return  ot'Recruits  that  have  joined  the  Victory  1 

^Btween  the  1st  September  and  4th  instant,  which  you  will  | 

^Bease  to  lay  before  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admi-  I 

^^Bh  directed  to  proceed  upon  &  Milltar;  misnion  to  Allwnia,  and  tLe  Murea,  Tor     I 
^^koHS  bill]'  detailed  in  instmcdaiis  whicb  lie  iiill  commuiucale  lo  yoar  Lord-     J 
^B^>     He  it  uliio  directed  to  put  luniBeir  Doder  foar  orderB.  in  case  you  sliDDld     ■ 
ddnk  il  adiisilile  to  ascertain  with  more  preciaion,  hj  the  aniatiince  of  Ma  profea-     I 
•tonal  knowledge,  Tariaas  poiota  resipecLicg  tlie  laland  of  Sardiaia,  [bat  are  ape ciBed     I 
io  a  Memoruidiua  which  I  h&te  put  iDlo  his  handa,  or  any  other  poinlB  on  vhieh     I 
jnn  bh;  chink  it  deaimble  thil  rurtber  iofariDalioo  ehould  be  obtained.     VoD  will.       J 
DA  dunbt.  be  untible  that  a  misaion  of  Ihi?  ualare  will  rcqaire  eonaiderable  addreai 
and  luitiou  in  the  eiecntion.  Ai,  for  various  renaona,  which  I  oajinot  now  detail,  no 
comniQniealion  has,  or  cut  well  be  made,  to  the  King  of  Sardinia,  or  to  bis  MiuiMer 
here,  upon  auch  a  aubject,  Csplain  Leake  must  be  eousjdered,  in  caae  jou  think  it 
proper  be  ahonld  proceed,  at  ortinj  under  jnur  Lnrdthip't  orderi  only.     The  fre- 
qaetit  coniniunieatiDDB  whioh  you  roual  neceaaarily  hue  with  different  porta  of  Iha      I 
Iitand  of  Siirdinia,  will  enable  yon  lo  direct  llie  conduct  of  Captain  Leake,  and  of     1 
any  Natal  Officer  whom  he  tnay  accompaoy,  in  enoh  a  inatiner  as  to  give  the  leant      | 
poaaible  oceaaloD  to  jealoney  or  alarm.     II  id  pecnliarlj  important  that  no  prema- 
ture inspicion  alioidd  arise  of  the  occupation,  in  anj  contingency,  of  any  part  of 
Sardinia  by  British   Troops,  as  aucb  a  anapicion  would  only  ser>e  to  haaten  the 
attack  of  the  French.  You  will  have  icen,  by  Lord  Camden's  letter,  that  Doauffieienl 
force  CDiild  at  present  be  apared  for  that  piirpoee ;  and  the  only  hope  of  preaening 
il,  IB  the  meantime,  teals  upon  the  Naval  del^nee,  which  the  reinforcelnenl  now 
aent  you,  may  enable  yun  with  leaa  inconvenience  to  atation  near  the  Straili  of 

"  Captun  Leake  i»  charged  with  the  dnplioatea  of  some  dispiitchea.  which  wera  I 
•ml  b*  a  Courier  to  Mr.  KUiot  two  months  ago,  and  with  another  dispatch  of  Ibli  I 
date,  which  it  ia  dcairable  should  reach  liim  without  risk,  or  losa  of  time.  I  La«e  I 
d  them  to  be  put  under  a  flying  seal,  in  order  that  your  Lordship  may  be  I 
id  of  his  Hajealy**  aentimenls  and  inslrBctions  respecting  an  object  whicli 
'•  lIwaTa  near  at  heart,  and  lo  which  your  eflbrts  have  so  ea«entia,lly  contil- 
le  piegcnalian  of  the  Persona  and  Dominions  of  their  Sicilian  M^eatiea.  ' 
■t  the  hnnonr  to  be,  ke — IIibbowbv. 

ii  there  is  not  time  to  have  this  letter  copied,  yonr  Lordship  will  have  tba 
>  to  eicuae  the  form  in  which  it  cornea." — lAulografh,  in  the  poaaeuion  of 
It  Honourable  John  Wilaon  Croker.) 


SSS  LETTERS.  [ISM. 

raltj,  for  their  information ;  and  at  the  same  time  move  tbeir 
LordBhips  to  give  the  necessary  directions  for  Captain  Adair's 
being  allowed  the  sum  of  one  guinea  and  a  half  for  each  of 
the  Recruits  he  has  so  raised.     It  h  but  justice  to  mention  . 
that  Captain  Adair  has,  by  the  most  indefatigable  exertions,   ' 
procured  the  men  he  has  already  enlisted  without  ever  going 
out  of  the  Ship,  or  sending  an  Officer  for  that  purpose ;  con-  ] 
sequently,  aa  their  Lordships  will  observe,  he  is  obliged  to  ; 
give  a  certain  pecuniary  reward  to  the  people  who  procure  I 
them  for  him,     I  must  also  heg  to  mention  that  the  Recruits  ' 
have  all  been  raised  from  the  different  places  in  the  Mediter-  i 
ranean,  and  not  enlisted  &om  the  Squadron,  as  I  believe  was  ' 
done  in  many  instances  by  Colonel  Flight,  during  Lord  St.  ' 
Vincent's  Command  in  these  seas.  i 

If  any  Officer  employed  on  this  service  is  entitled  to  an  | 
additional  consideration  for  inspecting  Recruits,  1  must  beg  to 
recommend  Captain  Adair*  as  justly  deserving  it.     I  am,  &c 
Nelbon  and  Bhonte. 


.ift^l 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ,  ADMIRALTY. 

[Originil,  in  (be  Admirally.] 

Sil-_  Viclorr,  Hi  Seft,  inUi  Oclob«r,  IM 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  4th  August,  with  the 
inclosure  therein  mentioned  from  Mr.  Stanley,  Consul  at 
Trieste,  to  the  Master  of  Lloyd's  Coffee-house,  and  signifying 
their  Lordships'  direction  to  call  upon  the  Captain  of  his 
Majesty's  brig  Moi^iana  to  account  for  his  having  left  his 
Convoy.  In  answer  thereto,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  my  , 
letter  of  the  8th  ult,,'  with  its  inclosure  from  Captain  Raynsford 
of  the  said  Brig,  giving  a  very  full  and  correct  account  of  bia 
proceedings  on  the  occasion  alluded  to  in  Mr.  Stanley's  said  ^ 
letter,  which  I  have,  as  their  Lordships  will  observe,  approved 
of,  and  trust  his  conduct  will  also  meet  their  approbation. 

I  cannot  here  omit  noticing  the  very  indecent  liberty  which  < 
Mr.  Stanley  takes  with  the  conduct  of  Captain  Raynsford, 
which,  not  only  on  the  present,  but  on  all  former  occasions  that  ' 
have  come  within  my  knowledge,  has  been  highly  to  that 
Officer's  credit,and  the  good  ofhis  Majesty's  Service,  Iam,&c., 

Nei^^on  and  Bronte. 
•  Captun  Adair  wag  killed  in  Ibe  Victar;,  at  Trafalgar.  '  Vide  p.  IQtt,  ai 


TO  THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE  THE  EARL  CAMDEN,  KXJ. 


[AitwgTBpb,  in  the  Colonid  0 


.e.] 


Vieiorj,  Oclober  IHL,  IBCM, 

My  Lord,  ' 

I  have  been  honoured  with  jour  Lordship's  letter  of  August 
29th,  and  having  answered  Lurd  Melville  and  Lord  Harrowby 
on  the  subject  of  Sardinia,  it  would  be  a  waste  of  your  Lord- 
ship's time  to  repeat  again  what  I  have  wrote  them,  and  which, 
of  course,  will  come  to  your  Lurdsbip ;  and  as,  from  the  state  of 
my  health,  I  shall  be  in  England  nearly  as  soon  as  this  letter,  I 
shall  tlien  be  happy  to  give  your  Lordship  all  the  information 
which,  you  may  suppose,  I  possess  relative  to  Sardinia, 
Naples,  Sicily,  Morea,  Barbary  States,  &c.  &c. 

I  send  your  Lordship  the  last  return  of  French  troops  in 
Corsica  and  Elba.  Captain  Leake  is  going  to  Malta  and 
Corfu,  &c.  &c,  not  thinking  it  proper  he  should  go  to  Sar- 
dinia, as  we  possess  every  information  about  it,  and  another 
Officer's  going  would  probably  hasten  the  French  viewa 
upon  it.  , 

I  shall  always  keep  a  constant  watch  upon  the  French  in 
^^Corsica,  that  they  shall  not  get  over  if  I  can  help  it.  I  have,  &c. 
^L  Nelson  and  Brontk. 


TO  THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE  THE  EAHL  CAMDEN,  K.G. 


[Aulograpli.  in  llie  Colanial  OfBoe 


■tdry,  Oolober 


My  Lord, 
I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  you  my  correspondence  with 
tlie  Dey  of  Algiers,  since  Mr.  M'Donough  went  there.  I  have 
done  wiib  him-  He  wishes  to  be  thought  a  Marabout.  Next 
Spring  it  will  be  thought  necessary  to  turn  the  thoughts  of 
Ministers  towards  Algiers ;  but  the  more  we  appear  to  give 
way,  the  more  insolent  he  is.  The  business  of  the  Veloce 
was  the  Ship  he  sent  an  Ambassador  to  England  about,  in 
the  year  1800,  and  everything  was  settled.  The  Jews  who 
have  led  him  wrong,  are  now  seriously  alarmed,  but  nobody 
can  give  your  Lordship  such  correct  information  as  his  Ma- 


jeetr's  Ute  C<Mi9ui,  Mr.  Falcon ;  and  allow  me  to  saj  it 
my  faamble  opinion,  Mr.  F.  would  fill  the  place  of  the  1 
Mr.  Lock  in  Egypt,  with   great  advantage  to  the  Stale.  ' 
hare,  &c 

Nelsoh  and  Broi(t&  I 


TO  THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE  LORD  HARROWBY. 


[FRrm  CUrk»  md  M'Anhnr,  toI.  ii.  p, 

lltb  October.  IHM.  I 
My  Lord, 
You  must  excuse  that  want  of  regularity  and  method  in 
arranging  the  various  subjects,  so  easy  to  Statesmen,  but  irilli 
which  a  roan  who  has  been  all  his  life  at  sea  cannot  be  sup- 
posed to  be  so  well  acquainted.  I  received  Captain  Leake 
with  that  openness,  which  was  necessary  to  make  myself  aa 
well  acquainted  with  him  in  three  days,  as  others  might  do  in 
85  many  years.  I  have  given  him  all  the  knowledge  of  the 
men,  their  views,  &c.  &c.,  as  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  fonn 
a  judgment.  We  know  everything  respecting  Sardinia  which 
is  necessary — that  it  has  no  money,  no  troops,  no  means  of 
defence. . .  I  will  only  mention  the  state  of  one  Town,  Alghiera, 
fortified  with  seventy  large  cannon,  and  containing  10  or 
12,000  inhabitants.  It  has  foriy  Soldiers  and  a  Governor,  not 
one  of  whom  has  been  paid  any  wages  for  more  than  three 
years.  They  levy  a  small  tax  upon  what  comes  in  or  goes  out 
of  the  Town.  Guns  honeycombed  for  want  of  paJnt,  and  only 
two  carriages  fit  to  stand  firing ;  and  the  Governor  shows 
this,  and  says,  '  How  long  cau  we  go  on  In  this  manner  T 
This  place  was  intended  to,  and  would,  in  our  hands,  possess 
the  whole  of  tbe  coral  fishery  ;  but  for  want  of  active  com- 
merce, grass  grows  in  the  streets.  I  could  repeal  the  same 
miserable  slate  of  the  City  of  Sassari,  where  there  is  a  regular 
University  established,  now  in  misery.  The  French  mean  lo 
make  thai  tbe  seat  of  Government ;  it  is  in  a  beautiful  and 
fertile  plain  twelve  miles  from  the  sea,  to  which  a  river  fiowB. 


I  am,  &c., 


Nelson  a 


0  Baom^^^J 


?.4«.] 


TO  CAPTAIN  CHACRAIT.  H.M.  SHIP  ANSON. 


[Pre, 


*  Cap;  in  the  Admiralty.] 


Victarr,  Outober  13th,  ISM. 

My  dear  Sir, 

I  As  the  Medusa  will  very  sliortly  proceed  to  England,  and 

p  I  do  not  sec  the  necessity  of  keeping  so  large  a  Frigate  to 

!  Eastward,  now  the   Ionian  Republic  and  the  Morea  are- 

ft  well  secured  by  the  Russians,  and  if  there  are  no  immediate 

idications  of  an  embarkation  from  the    Heel   of  Italy,   for 

Icily,  I  think,  as  you  wish  it,  that  you  may  as  well  lake 

'  are's  place,  as  the  Medusa  must  go  to  England  to  be  docked ; 

erefore,  if  you  see  nothing  necessary  to  keep  you  at  Malta, 

f  to  the  Eastward,  you  will  give  all  the  necessary  directions 

lativc  to  the  protection  of  the  Convoys,  and  proceed  to  take 

t  Medusa's  station  outside  the  Straits— orders  will  be  sent 

wn  for  your  guidance.      I  am  ever,  my  dear  Sir,  with  high 

!Ct,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Nei-son  and  Bhonte. 


TO  JOH^  TVSON,  ESQ. 

'    fAolograph,  in  the  posseBgioo  of  Edwin  Beedell,  Esq.]  | 

VictDiT,  October  lath,  ISDi. 
My  dear  Tyson, 
Many  thanks  for  your  letter  of  July  S3rd,  and  for  all  the 
good  things  you  have  sent  me  by  the  William,  which  the 
Conqueror  antl  Tigre  brought  me  from  Gibraltar.  I  am  glad 
to  see  my  account  so  far  worked  down ;  the  balance  I  owe 
you,  and  much  more,  but  that  we  will  settle  in  the  Christmas 
holidays,  by  which  time  I  expect  you  will  have  settled  the 
Genoa  businesii.  Forgive  my  short  letter,  and  only  believe 
me  ever,  your  much  obliged  and  faithful  friend. 

Nelson  and  Bbonte. 
P.S. — I  am  much  obliged  by  your  attention  to  the  Toulon 
business' — it  is  likely  to  be  a  shameful  business. 

net  Sot  the  caplure  of  Ships  and  Stores  U  Toulon,  in  ITSS. 


TO  VICE-ADMIRAL  BUGU. 
[Fran  UinlutU'i  "  XbtiI  Bjagr^h;."  Su]ipj»meiil.  part  L  p.  181.] 


Your  kiad  present  of  Newspapers  of  August  I3lh  and  Slsl 
arrived  safe,  for  all  which,  accept  my  sincere  thanks.  Tour 
son  has  never  done  wrong-^that  I  can  answer  for,  since  he 
sailed  in  the  Viclorj-,  and  I  wish  I  could  promote  him,  but  I 
see  no  prospect :  the  Admiralty  fill  all  vacancies  except  dtath, 
and  nobody  will  die ;  therefore,  I  recommend  you  to  ask  Lord 
Melville  to  let  him  be  put  upon  the  Admiralty  list,  and  then 
I  may  be  able  to  give  him  the  step,  which  will  afford  grett 
satisfaction  to,  my  dear  Admiral,  yours,  &c , 

Nelson  asd  Bbontb. 


[Aniogriph,  ii 


taion  ot  bis  ion,  Limununt  John  Adamson.  B-X. j 


Viitory,  Oflober  laili,  1'<IM. 

Dear  Sir, 
I  have  only  just  received  your  letter  of  June  26th,  respecting 
your  nephew  Mr.  Hathwaiie,'  on  board  the  Canopus.  Without 
a  Battle  and  Victory  complete,  it  may  not  be  in  my  power, 
from  the  very  few  vacancies  which  occur  in  this  healthy 
climate,  and  from  the  Admiralty  List  being  so  long,  in- 
dependent of  those  naturally  looking  up  to  me  from  serving 
in  the  same  Ship ;  but  I  will  place  him  upon  my  list,  and  in 
the  event  of  such  a  Victory,  as  I  may  expect  from  the  services 
of  the  Fleet  under  my  command,  I  will  not  forget  your  re- 
lation. I  remember  you  most  perfectly  well  in  the  Race- 
horse,' and  my  wonder  has  often  been  excited  at  your  remain- 
ing a  Lieutenant,  and  when  all  your  living  shipmates  have 
rose  to  high  rank  in  the  Service,  I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  most 
obedient  servant.  Nelson  and  Bronte. 

■  Lieuienuit  Cutliben  Adunaon  was  Seeoad  LieutCDUit  of  the  Rucebotw  in  ibe 
Expedition  to  the  Nonh  Pole,  in  1773,  wlien  Lord  Nelson  wu  a  Midsliipmui  ot 
llie  Carctui',  Captun  Lutwidgc,  (ride  toI.  i.  p.  -i.)  Failiiig  to  oblsin  pratnotioD, 
Mr.  Adamaou  retired  on  baJf-paj.  and  died  in  November  1804,  a  fcw  daj<  baton 
Ihi)  leller  reached  NeKcaslJe. 

*  A  Mr.  William   Hail'  "ude  a  Lieiueiuni  in  Seplember  IBOO,  ud 

diadiniliatniUE,ial8 


TO  VISCOUNT  MELVILLE,  FIRST  LORD  OF  THE  ADMIRALTY. 

[Ori^nil,  in  the  Admiral  ij.] 

Viilory,  u  Se*.  Uih  Oclobir,  1801. 

Mj  Lord, 
I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  your  Lordship  a  Memorial 
from  several  of  the  Surgeons  belonging  to  his  Majesty's  Ships 
under  my  command ;  and  as  the  particular  case  of  so  valuable 
aod  so  respectable  a  body  of  men  is  no  doubt  well  known  to 
your  Lordship,  it  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  make  any  com- 
ments on  tbe  justness  of  their  request  as  mentioned  in  the 
said  Memorial.     I  am,  &c., 

Nelson  and  Bhonte. 


TO  HIS  EXCELLENCY  THE  CAPTAIN-GENERAI,  BARCELONA. 


Sir, 


Victory,  Ontober  ] 


» 


[ 


I  have  just  received  from  Mr.  Gibert,  the  English  Vice- 
Consul  at  Barcelona,  a  letter,  in  which  he  states  to  me  that 
your  Excellency  has  received  an  account  of  a  bad  fever 
having  broke  out  at  Gibraltar  since  the  15tb  of  September.  I 
have  tbb  day,  via  Barcelona  and  Madrid,  received  letters  from 
Gibraltar,  in  which  no  mention  whatever  is  made  of  such  a 
dreadful  circumstance,  nor  will  your  Excellency  give  the 
smallest  credit  to  the  report.  As  far  as  we  know  yet,  from 
what  I  am  going  to  relate,  his  Majesty's  Shi{)s  Conqueror  and 
Tigre  sailed  from  England  September  2nd,  arrived  at  Gib- 
raltar September21st,  sailed  from  thence  tbe  22nd,  and  joined 
the  Fleet  a  few  days  ago.  The  CaptainB,  before  I  allowed 
tliem  to  communicate,  declared  that  Gibraltar  was  in  perfect 
bealth;  and  I  bad  letters  from  Sir  Thomas  Trigge,  tbe  Go- 
Temor  and  Sir  Robert  Barlow,  the  Commanding  Sea-Officer, 
not  mentiuniuK  a  word  of  any  fever. 

Since  the  Termagant  joined  this  day,  the  Childers  Brig, 
who  I  had  sent  with  dispatches  to  Sir  Robert  Barlow,  of 
His  Majesty's  Ship,  Triumph,  on  tbe  22nd  of  September, 
Rixived,  with  dispatches  from  Sir  Robert  Barlow,  cruizing 
Europa  Point,  dated   October  Ist,  ten  o'clock  at  night 


—that  eince  the  26th,  all  his  Majesty's  Ships  had  left 
Gibraltar,  and  only  communicated  through  the  Lazaretti 
that  a  fever  similar  to  thai  at  Malaga  had  broke  out  and 
carried  oft'  a  number  of  the  lower  class  of  people,  but  thai  the 
Troops  were  very  healthy  ;  that  they  were  all  encamped,  and 
that  a  Lazaretto  camp  was  formed  upon  the  Neutral  Ground, 
and  ihat  frocn  the  precautions  taken  it  was  hoped  that  the 
disease  would  not  spread.  From  the  care  which  your  Excel- 
lency takes  of  the  health  of  the  Province  of  Catalonia,  and  from 
your  Excellency's  liberal  conduct  towards  his  BritanoicMajesty'i 
Ships,  I  think  it  is  right  to  inform  you  of  every  circumstance;  and 
1  therefore  beg  leave  this  day  to  inform  your  Excellency  up<Mi 
my  sacred  word  of  honour  that  not  <me  man  is  confined  in  the 
whole  Fleet,  by  either  sickness  or  accident.  And  at  the  same 
time,  I  assure  your  Excellency,  on  the  word  of  an  Officer,  that 
when  the  Fleet  is  sickly  that  I  will  inform  you,  for  this  sick- 
ness is  in  its  nature  the  curse  of  Europe.  I  have  the  honour 
to  be,  with  high  respect,  your  Excellency's  most  obedient 
servant, 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  JOHN  GORE,  H.M.  SHIP  MF.DUSA. 


1801. 


[Anlogr^b,  In  the  poisessioD  of  the  Biglit  Honooritble  John  Wilion  Craktr.] 
Victorj,  October  ISlh, 

Sir, 

I  am  most  exceedingly  sorry  for  the  bad  account  you  give 
of  the  Medusa,  and  as  Gibraltar  is  entirely  out  of  the  ques- 
tion, I  have  no  alternative  than,  if  it  is  necessary,  that  you 
must  take  the  Medusa  to  England;  and  until  I  can  get  the 
Anson  to  relieve  you,  you  must  direct  Captain  Graham 
Moore  to  take  your  station  ;  for  our  Runners  from  Newfound- 
land, and  Convoys  from  England,  &c,  must  not  be  left  at  the 
mercy  of  the  French  Ships  in  Cadiz.  This  is  the  only  order 
I  can  give  you,  for  I  can  say  nothing  about  either  Gibraltar  or 
Cadiz.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  WILLIAM  MAR8DEN,  ESQ..  ADMIRALTY. 


'Antogi^ih,  in  the  pnssenion  of  (bf  Right  Honourable  John  Wilion  CroluT.] 
Vielorj-.  Oolobpr  13th,  1804. 

Sir, 

t  night  I  received  from  Captain  Gore  of  his  Majesty's 
Medusa,  the  inclosed  letter  and  order  from  Admiral 
wallis  to  Captain  Graham  Moore.  1  own  myself  filled 
1  astonishment;  for  if  the  orders  for  Admiral  Cornwallis'a 
KeediDgs  came  Irom  England,  similar  orders,  it  is  natural 
luppose,  would  have  been  sent  to  me ;'  and  if  the  proceed- 
f  Admiral  Cornwallia  emanated  from  himself  thinking  it 
a  Spanish  War,  T  should,  with  all  deference  for  his  better 
ment,  have  expected  that  he  would  have  rather  thought  of 
:  the  information  to  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  t' 
Station,  than  to  have  sent  a  Frigate  to  cruize  off  Cadiz,  for  \ 
the  purpose  of  intercepting  money.  I  must  leave  the  whole 
of  the  order  and  transaction  for  their  Lordships' judgmcnL 

I  am  most  exceedingly  puzzled  how  to  act;  for  if  Admiral 
Comwallis  acted  by  the  orders  of  the  Admiralty,  I  am  con- 
fident that  similar  orders  would  have  been  sent  to  me ;  for  it 
was  much  more  necessary  for  me  to  know  that  the  War  was 
to  commence  upon  the  Station  entrusted  to  my  direction, 
than  to  send  orders  for  an  Admiral  upon  another  Station,  to 
send  s  Frigate  to  commence  the  War  upon  the  Station  under 
my  direction,  and  no  orders  even  to  acquaint  me  with  it. 

I  am  this  day  sending  to  Captain  Gore,  the  letter  of  which 
I  inclose  a  copy,  by  which  their  Lordships  will  see  that  I 
coald  form  no  idea  of  a  War  being  likely  to  break  out  with 
Spain.     I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bbontb. 


'  A  eopj  of  the  Admirmlij'B  InatrnctioDs  to  Admiral  Cornw»lliii,  witL  tin 
Ordsn  for  his  ova  gnidancR,  ^erv  ■enl  lo  Loid  Nelson,  and  reacbed  bira  a 
haatt  lOa  thu  and  tlte  next  letter  wire  Kritten.  (Vide  p.  341,  poel.)  The  abo*« 
leMn  to  lit.  Manduu  tnd  Captain  Core,  were  oonac^ueutljr  not  forwarded,  and  on 
Ibc  eoTCr  vhicli  encloaed  it,  I.anl  KeUon  wrote,  "  K,B.  John  Dull  Cutter  arriTMl 


Iht  auiB  dajr.  oilh  orden 


limilar  Id  Admiral  Cori 


TO  CAPTAIN  JOHX  GOR£,  a.U.  8UIP  MEDUSA. 

TicUvT.  October  laUb  Utt  T 
Sr, 

l^et  nigfal  I  receiTefl  toot  letter  of  October  Ist,  widl  I 
copy  of  C^xain  Grahxm  Moore's  orders  from  Admiral  Com- 
wallis,  nhkb  has  filled  me  nith  astonishment ;  but  without 
presuming  to  set  myself  in  opposition  to  the  Honourable  Ad- 
miraFs  orders,  there  is  a  duty  which  I  owe  my  Counirv  ibal, 
altboogh  I  risk  the  most  precious  thing  to  me  in  the  world- 
mj  Commiseioii, — I  feel  it  mj  dutv  to  give  you  my  full  opinion 
of  the  line  of  conduct  you  ought  to  pursue  on  this  most 
extraordinary  occa^n;  and  to  enable  you  to  form  a  comf^ete 
judgment  of  the  conclusion  I  shall  draw  for  your  guidance,  I 
shall  detail  to  you  what  I  thinls  may  have  led  Admiral  Corn- 
wallis  to  have  given  this  most  extraordinary  order  of  sending 
a  Frigate  to  cruize  upon  this  Station. 

It  is  reported  to  me  by  Mr,  Hauler,  Consul- General  at 
Madrid,  that  September       ,  the  Spanish  Squadron  at  Ferrol, 
dropped  down  the   Harbour,  having  on  board  a  number  of 
Spanish  Troops,  intending  to  carry  them  to  the  Province  of  ' 
Biscay,  then  in  insurrection.     (N.B.  The  passes  by  land  into 
Biscay  are  very  difficult,  and  probably  in  the  hands  of  the  in- 
surgents.)    On  the  14lh  September,  Admiral  Cochrane  wrote 
the  Spanbh  Admiral,  that  as  the  French  openly  declared  tliat 
they  should  sail  with  the   Spanish   Squadron,  that   he  should  ' 
attack  [them],  and  that  he  hoped  nothing  would  happen  to 
interrupt  the  Neutrality,  &c.     Admiral  Cochrane,  in  his  letter  '■ 
to  Mr.  Hunter,  of  the  1 5th  [said], '  the  pretest  to  carry  Troops 
to  Biscay,  is  too  flimsy  to  go  down,'  (I  use  Mr.  Hunter's  own 
words.)     Mr.  Hunter  goes  on  to  say,  in  consequence  of  what 
he  has  WTitten  by  the  Naiad,  and  what,  of  course,  Mr.  Frere 
will  represent  personally,   the  Admiral  expects  instructions  i 
and  a  reinforcement.     This  letter  is  dated  Madrid,  Scptem-  | 
her  22nd.     On  the  26lh,  Mr.  H.  writes  '  Admiral  Cochrane's 
letter  seems  to  have  had  an  almost  instantaneous  effect.'    It 
was  dated  the  14th,  and  on  the  ITlh  the  Ships  returned  to  the 
Arsenal,  or  Inner  Harbour,  and  the  Troops  were  landed,  and 
ordered  to  go  by  land.     Now,  supposing  the  Naiad  left  Ferrol ' 


M 


;  14th,  she  could  nol  have  got  to  England,  and  orders  bol 
It  out  to  Admiral  Cornwallis  by  the  22nd ;  therefore,  it  is  I 
y  decided  opinion  that  the  orders  emanated  from  Admiral  I 
pomwailis,  in  consequence   of  Admiral   Cochrane's  letter; 
Wrefore,  upon  the  whole  proceedings  of  Spain,  as  far  as 
e  come  to  my  knowledge,  and  from  the  best  consideration 
llich  my  abilities  enable  me  to  give  to  this  most  important 
jbject,  I  am  clearly  of  opinion  that  Spain  has  no  wish  to  go 
P  War  with  England,  nor  can  I  think  that  England  has  any 
h  to  go  to  War  unnecessarily  with  Spain.     Therefore,  unless 
I  have  much  weightier  reasons  than  the  order  of  Admiral 
TiwaJlis,  or  that  you  receive  orders  from  the  Admiralty,  it 
f  most  positive  directions  that  neither  you,  or  any  Ship 
r  your  orders,  do  molest  or  interrupt  in  any  manner  the 
tjI  commerce  of  Spain,  with  whom  we  are  at  perfect  peace 
J  amity.     I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  SIR  HICIIARD  JOHN  STRACHAN,  BART.,  H.  M.  SHIP 

DONEGAL. 


Most  Secret. 
Whereas  I  have  this  moment  received  a  secret  Admiralty 
letter,  dated  the  19th  September,'  together  with   the  copy  of 


10.  were  as  follov; — 

"  AdminJty  Offleo,  lOtU  Seplembe 


■  Tlw  LctWr  ud  Orden  klliidu 

"  My  Lord, 

■•  I  have  it  in  eumioiuid  tt-oni  my  Lords  CoumuBBioiiem  ol  the  Admirall; .  (n  Hend 

iin  benvith  *  copy  at  Ihtir  LordsbipB'  order,  ot  yeatenUys  date,  [o  Adminl  Com- 

dli>,  respecting  llie  hloikiJe  of  Ibe  Port  of  Ferrol.  and  lu  t'lgniff  their  direclion 

I  ymi  (0  take  ancL  mnaaurps  of  preeuilion  as  may  be  ueceoBary  tor  oppoaiiig  or 

aonamMting  any  hostile  UlemplB  of  lbs  Govenunenl  or  Snbjecu  of  Spain,  againit 

life  M^ty'a  DominioDs.  or  the  Trade  of  his  Miyeely'n  siityecU,  within  the  limiu 

'yoor  coroiwuid.     Your  Lordship  ia,  however,  nol  to  Buffer  any  act  of  hoalility  or 

irilh  the  exception  of  detaJnlD);  fot  further  oiders  Ships  baving  trea- 

ou  board,  belonging  lo  Ihr  Spanish  Oovemmenl)   to  be  committed  by  the 

under  jonr  eomnund,  towards  tbr  Dominiona  or  Suhjetla  of  Spain,  nnlU  you 

ITS  foitber  oidora.  or  until  your  Lordship  shall  bave  received  bom  anqoe 


■  antboiilji  pwriv 


I  informUion 


osiiliiieB  havlDg  been 


bytba 


their  Lordships'  most  Secret  Order,  dated  the  18lh 
month,  addressed  to  Admiral  Corawallis,  respecting  lliil 
blockade  of  the  Port  of  Ferrol,  and  opposing  or  counterBCtii| 
any  hostile  attempts  of  the  Government  or  Subjects  of  Spun 
against  his  Majesty's  Dominions.  And  whereas  I  thmk  ihii 
service  of  the  highest  importance,  and  that  an  Officer  of  jwa 
rank  and  experience  should  be  employed  therein  ; — Yon  ate 
therefore  hereby  required  acid  directed  to  proceed  immediately 
with  his  Majesty's  Ship  Donegal  under  your  command,  ouiade 
the  Straits  of  GibraUar,  and  take  his  Majesty's  Ships  and 
Vessels  named  in  the  margin'  under  your  command,  togelhet 
with  any  other  of  his  Majesty's  Ships  or  Vessels  which  yoo 
may  fall  in  with,  and  use  your  utmost  exertions  to  carry  their 
Lordships'  instructions  contained  in  the  copy  of  Mr.  Man- 
den's  letter  and  Admiralty  order  above-mentioned  (herewiih 
transmitted)  into  effect,  taking  every  measure  and  precaution 


I  liftve  the  boaour  la 


"  MoBt  Secret. 

"  You  ore  lierrbt  required  uid  directed  to  give  imtnediitte  orders  to  Rear-AiliBiid 
Coehruie,  to  oonliDiie  the  blockade  at  llie  Port  of  Perrol  with  the  Dtmoit  TigOatM*, 
not  onl;  ttilb  tbe  ticw  of  preventing  the  French  SqaitdEaii  from  eBcsping  from 
Fort,  but  likeiriiie  with  it  view  ol  preventing  any  of  the  Spuiisb  Sbipn  ot  War  fton 
■ailing  from  Ferrol,  or  an;  KdditianHl  Ships  of  War  from  catering  that  Part;  and  if, 
in  eonsequBnce  of  jour  correspondence  with  Reor-Admirid  Coclmiie.  joii  alioiiU  be 
of  opinion  that  the  force  under  tbe  Roar- Admiral  ia  not  adeqiiiUe  to  tbe  pntpota 
■hove  msntioned.  jou  are  wiiboat  delat  to  reinforce  tbe  Sqnailniu  under  his  oom- 
mand,  and  measures  irill  be  tak^n  with  all  possible  expedition  to  ofoii  out  Id  yoo  a 
anfficient  mimber  of  Ships  lo  replnce  tlie  force  ubicb  you  may  oo  detach.  Tou  af« 
10  send  intimation  to  the  Spuiiih  Qovenunont,  Ihrougli  Beftr..^dniiral  Cochrane,  of 
the  inslractionn  yon  have  given  to  the  Bear- Admiral,  and  of  your  determination,  in 
oonsequcnoe  thereof,  to  resisl,  under  the  prtsenl  circnmitunees,  the  Bailing  eiiber  of 
the  French  or  SpanishFlecls,  if  any  attempt  for  that  puriHme  should  be  made  by  either 
of  them.  And  whereas  information  has  been  received  tlmtsome  Friga«»Bie  speedily 
expected  to  srrite  at  Cadiz,  loaded  wilh  treasures  from  9onlh  America,  yoo  an  to 
lose  no  lime  in  detnohing  two  of  the  Ftigntcii  under  your  command,  vriih  orders  U 
their  Captains  tu  proceed  villi  all  possible  dispatch  off  Cadiz,  and  the  entraaee  of 
the  Btniiti,  and  to  use  their  best  endeavours,  in  coiOnnction  with  any  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's Ships  they  may  Bnd  there,  to  intercept,  if  poseible,  the  Vessels  in  which  the 
above-menlloned  Ireasiire  may  be  conlained,  and  to  deuin  them  nnli]  his  Mqealy's 
pleasure  shall  be  further  known.     Given  under  our  bands,  the  ISlli  of  ~ 

18CU J.  GiBBiBfl.  Jso.  CoieoiB,  Ph.  PiTtOB."— Orvina/. 

'  Medusa.  AmpbioD,  Sophie,  Haleyon. 
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i  jour  power  for  opposing  or  counteracting  any  boetila 
ternpta  of"  the  Government,  or  Subjects,  of  Spain  against  bw 
b^esty's  Dominions,  or  Trade  of  liis  Majesty's  Subjects. 
jfou  are  hereby  required  and  directed  not  to  commit  any 
t  of  hostility  or  aggression  (with  the  exception  of  detaining 
r  further  orders  Ships  having  treasure  on  board  belonging 
ft-the  Spanisb  Government)  towards  the  Dominions  or  Sub- 
s  of  Spain,  until  you  shall  receive  further  orders,  or  until 
1  have  received  from  unquestionable  authority,  positive  in- 
tnation  of  hosiiliiiea  having  been  committed  by  the  Subjecla 
■Spain,  against  his  Majesty's  interests.  You  will  use  your 
',  endeavours,  in  conjunction  with  any  of  his  Majesty's 
^ps  which  the  Honourable  Admiral  Cornwallis  may  have 
nt  off  Cadiz,  to  intercept,  if  possible,  the  Vessels  in  which 
1  above-mentioned  treasure  may  be  contained,  and  detain 

til  his  Majesty's  pleasure  shall  be  further  known. 
You  are  to  continue  on  this  service  until  further  orders, 
and  cruize  most  diligently  between  Cape  St.  Vincent  and  the 
Straits'  Mouth,  in  such  situation  as  you  may  judge  best  for 
the  purpose  mentioned  above,  paying  the  most  strict  obedience 
to  ibe  spirit  of  Mr.  Marsdcn's  letter  and  copy  of  the  order 
therein  alluded  to;  and  on  no  account  commit  any  act  of  hos- 
tilitv  against  the  Spanish  Government  or  Subjects,  (the  de- 
tention of  the  Treasure-Ships  excepted,)  until  you  shall  have 
received  the  most  satisfactory  proof  of  their  having  committed 
hostihties  against  his  Majesty's  Subjects.  In  the  event  of  your 
detaining  any  of  the  Spanish  Treasure-Ships,  you  will  send 
them  to  Plymouth,  under  the  protection  of  a  Frigate  or  Ship 
of  the  Line,  as  the  case  may  require,  and  you  judge  best  for 
his  Majesty's  Service. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


I 


TO  LADY  HAMILTON. 

[From  "  Lord  Nelnon's  Lelle™  lo  Lidy  HBnuIlon."  toI.  ii.  p.  78.] 

Violory,  October  ISlh,  IBM. 

My  dearest  Emma, 
The  dreadful  effects  of  the  yellow  fever,  at  Gibraltar,  and 
liiauDy  parts  of  Spain,  will  naturally  give  you  much  uneasiness, 
e2 
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till  you  bear  that,  thank  God,  we  are  entirely  firee  from  it, 
and  in  the  most  perfect  health,  not  one  man  being  ill  in  the 
Fleet.  The  cold  weather  will,  I  hope,  cure  the  disorder. 
Whibt  I  am  writing  this  letter,  a  Cutter  is  arrived  from 
England  with  strong  indications  of  a  Spanish  War. 

I  hope,  from  my  heart,  that  it  will  not  prove  one.  But, 
however  that  is,  my  die  is  cast ;  and,  long  before  this  time,  I 
expect,  another  Admiral  is  far  on  his  way  to  supersede  me. 
Lord  Keith,  I  think  a  very  likely  man.  I  should,  for  your 
sake,  and  for  many  of  our  friends,  have  liked  an  odd  hundred 
thousand  pounds;  but,  never  mind.  If  they  give  me  the 
choice  of  staying  a  few  months  longer,  it  will  be  very  band- 
some  ;  and,  for  the  sake  of  others,  we  would  give  up,  my 
dear  Emma,  very  much  of  our  own  felicity.     If  they  do  not, 

we  shall  be  happy  with  each  other,  and  with  dear  Horatia 

.  .  .  Tell  my  brother,  that  I  have  made  Mr.  Yonge  a  Lieu- 
tenant, into  the  Seahorse  Frigate,  Captain  Boyle I 

have  scrawled  three  lines  to  Davison,  that  he  should  not 
think  I  neglected  him  in  his  confinement  I  have  received 
the  inclosed  fix>m  Allen.*  Can  we  assist  the  poor  foolish  man 
with  a  character  ? 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ.,  ADMIRALTY. 

[Original,  in  the  Admiralty.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  13th  October,  1804. 

Sir, 
I  request  you  will  be  pleased  to  acquaint  the  Lords  Com- 
missioners of  the  Admiralty,  that  his  Majesty's  Ships  and 
Vessels  imder  my  command  are  in  momentary  readiness  for 
any  service,  and  that  their  respective  Companies  are  all  in 
most  perfect  health,  and  scarcely  a  man  in  the  Squadron  con- 
fined to  bed  for  any  complaint  whatever.     I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

•  Formerly  Lis  servant.     Vide  vol.  i.  p.  xxv. 
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TO  MH.  JOHN  DEBRETT. 


[From  '■  The  Nnval  Chronicle," 


tSii, 


a  Sen.  Oi^tobec  19Ui,  1S04. 


favoured  with  your  letter  of  August  22nd.  Your 
jn,  with  regard  to  the  Dukedom  of  Bronte,  in  Sicily, 
ake  to  be  perfectly  just ;'  and  I  cannot,  therefore,  have  any 
jeclion  to  your  making  what  use  of  it  you  think  proper.  I 
II  not  fail  sending  the  Gazette  to  Rome  by  the  first  oppor- 
lity ;  and  desiring  yon  will  believe  nie  thankful  for  your 
id  wishes,  I  remain  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 
Nelson  and  Brontb. 


TO  WfLLlAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ.,  ADMIRALTi'. 

[Origiuo],  in  Ihf  Adtairnlty.] 


Sir, 


Victory,  it  Sea,  Utli  t 


[  received  by  the  John  Bull,  Hired  Armed  Cutter,  which 
ned  the  Squadron  yesterday  about  noon,  from  Plymouth, 
iir  secret  letter,  dated  the  19th  September,  and  a  copy  of 
^ir  Lordships'  order,  dated  also  the  ISth  of  that  month 
erein  mentioned),  addressed  to  the  Honourable  Admiral 
imwallis,  off  Brest  And  you  will  please  lo  acquaint  the 
rds  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  that  the  most  strict 
ention  shall  be  paid  to  their  Lordships'  instructions  therein 
itained. 

As  the  Triumph  is  outside  the  Straits,  with  the  Medu&a 
i  Amphion,  I  trust  their  vigilance  will  prevent  the  escape 
the  Treasure-Ships,  coming  from  S<juth  America  to  Cadiz, 
1  the  reinforcement  their  Lordships  have  sent,  has  enabled 


Mr.  Debiett,  Editor  of  tile  well-kiiowii  PeaniKe.  benring  Iiib  uame,  liuJ  wrillen 
*nl  Ndson,  slating  UiW,  ■'  when  rtie  King  of  the  Two  Sicilies  ciinferred  the 

of  Bronlv  upon  bU  Lordghip,  he  pcrliup  ma  not  ftwnre  of  its  afpropriUe 
jiiDg.  ll  ia  the  Greek  wont  for  Ihandtr.  The  name  of  the  individDol  Cjclops, 
I,  in  poelie  fable,  is  deierited  u  forging  the  Uiunder  of  Jove,  was  BroDle.  ITi> 
jenee  was.  of  lonree,  U  £.tiaL"^ffavat  ChronicU.  vol.  iv.  p.  189. 


me  to  dispatcli  the  Donegal  on  this  service,  under  the  direc- 
tions of  Sir  Richard  Strachaii,  whose  zeal  for  the  Public  Ser- 
vice is  well  known.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


[Order- Book.] 

Viciory,  U  Sei.  14lb  Oclobn.  1SI)1 

You  are  hereby  required  and  directed  to  receive  my  public 
dispatches,  addressed  to  Mr.  Secretary  Marsdcu,  on  board  In 
Majesty's  hired  Armed  Cutler  under  your  command,  and  pro- 
ceed with  them  immediately  to  Plymouth,  with  the  utmost  pos- 
sible expedition.     You  are  to  keep  a  proper  weight  constanllj 
afGxed  to  the  above-mentioned  dispatches,  and,  in  case  of  falling 
in  with  an  Enemy  of  superior  force,  and  seeing  no  probability 
of  escaping  captiu-e,  you  are  to  throw  them  overboard,  and 
sink  them.     You  are  carefully  to  avoid  speaking  with  any 
Ship  or  Vessel  which  you  may  happen  to  meet  with  during  your 
passt^e,  particularly  on  your  entering  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar, 
where  you  may  expect  to  meet  with  some   of  the   Enemy's   | 
Cruizers,  on  which  account  you  are  to  keep  the  most  vigilant  i 
look-out,  and  to  be  as  much  upon  your  guard  as  possible.   I 
You  are  on  no  account  whatever  to  communicate  with  Gib- 
raltar, or  receive  any  letters,  &c.  from  any  Boat  or  Vessel 
coming  from  that  place,  on  account  of  the  dreadful  malady  i 
which  has  broke  out  there.     On  your  arrival  at  Plymouth, 
you  will  deliver  my  dispatches  to  Admiral  Young,  or  the  ' 
Commanding  Officer  for  the  time  being  at  that  place,  who 
will  forward  them  to  the  Admiralty.     Having  so  done,  you  ■ 
will  remtun  at  Plymouth  for  their  Lordships'  further  orders. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 
These  are  to  certify  that  his  Majesty's  Fleet  under  my 
command  is  in  most  perfect  health,  and  that,  at  this  mo- 
ment, there  is  not  a  man  on  board  either  of  the  Ships 
confined  to  bed,  on  account  of  sickness,  or  any  complaint 
whatever. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  WIUJAM  MARSUEN,  ESQ.,  ADMIRALTY. 

[Originil,  in  tbe  Admlnlty.] 

Viciorv,  U  Sei.  lllh  Ofiober.  1901. 

Sir, 

i  herewith  transmit  jou  a   letter  from  Captain  Pearse,  of  - 
s  Majesty's  Ship  HalcjOD,  dated  the  23rd  September  last, 
sing  on  account  of  his  having  captured  L'Esperance,  French 
Itivateer,  on  the  20th  of  that  month,  which  jou  will  please  to 
1  before  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the   Admiralty    for 
ii  iDfurmatioQ;  and  at  the  same  time  acquaint  thetr  Lord- 
ppa  that    Captain    Pearse 's    exertion    on    the  present    and 
CTttl  former  occasions,  for  the  protection  of  our  Trade  and 
istruclioD   of  the   Enemy's   Privateers   in   tbe   vicinity   of 
altar,  very  justly  entitles  bim  to  my  warmest  approbft-   | 
I  am,  &C. 

Nelson  and  Bbontb. 


TO  CAPTAIN  HENRY  BICHARDaON,  H.M.  SHIP  JUNO. 

[Orter-Book,] 

ViciDtj,  ISih  Oitober,  1904. 
Most  Secret. 

Whereas,  from  tbe  recent  conduct  of  the  Spaniards  at 
terrol,  tbe  greatest  circumspection  becomes  necessary  on  the 
part  of  his  Majesty's  Stiips,  either  in  communicating  with  tbe 
Spanish  Ports,  or  on  falling  in  with  any  of  their  Ships  or 
Vesselsof  War,  Touare  therefore  hereby  required  and  directed 
in  your  future  communications  with  Rosas,  Barcelona,  or  any 
other  Spanish  Port,  to  do  so  with  the  utmost  caution,  taking 
care  to  anchor  lIis  Majesty's  Ship  under  your  command  well 
~  ,t  of  reach  of  shot  from  their  Forts  or  Batteries,  and  always 
D  be  on  your  guard  against  surprise. 

Nelson  and  Bbonte. 


(Orter-Book.] 

Victory,  Bt  S*»,  l.^ih  Ocinbrr.  |1I4. 

You  are  hereby  required  and  directed  to  take  the  Trans- 
port named  in  the  margin*  under  jonr  prolection,  and  pro- 
ceed with  her  immediately  to  the  Bay  of  Rosas,  where  yun 
will  moor  lier  in  safety,  and  leave  her  m  the  execution  of  my 
orders.  The  Agent  Victualler  having  ordered  two  hundred 
cpitnials  of  onions  from  Mr,  Gayncr  for  the  use  of  the  Fleel, 
you  arc  to  receive  a  siifiicient  number  of  empty  bags  firom  the 
Victory  to  hold  that  quantity ;  and  the  moment  you  have  re- 
ceived them  from  Mr.  Gayncr,  which  will  not  require  more 
than  twenty-four  or  thirty  hours  after  your  arrival,  you  will 
proceed  with  all  possible  expedition  to  the  Madalcna  Island^ 
where  I  expect  the  tleet  will  arrive  about  the  20th  instant, 
and  remain  there  till  you  receive  my  further  orders  for  your 
proceedings,  taking  care  to  anchor  the  Acheron  free  from  the 
place  occupied  by  the  Ships  of  the  Line.  You  are  on  no 
account  to  remain  longer  than  the  time  above  mentioned  at 
Rosas,  and  be  particularly  careful  in  not  suffering  your  people 


to  communicate  with  the  shore,  or  afford  them 


any  oppor- 


tunity for  desertion.  Nelson  and  Bronte. 

N.B. — This  order  is  to  be  kept  secret,  and  none  of  your 
Officers  or  other  person  made  acquainted  that  the  Fleet  is 
going  to  the  Madalcna  Islands.  N.  and  B. 


TO  CAPTAIN  THE   HONOURABLE  COURTENAY  BOYLE.  H.  M,  SHIP 
SEAHORSE. 

[From  iLe  "  Nst«1  Chronicle,"  vol.  xxx.  p.  37.  "  Tliuradaj,  ISth  OcMba. 
*,H.  At  9'30,  shoitened  sul,  and  oiinborcil  in  Aeineoun  Soutld.  Al  Nmd,  the 
Royrd  SoYereign.  Conqiwror.  Bellfi-ile,  «nd  I^viatbui,  uicbored  in  tbe  EoUni 
■noborage.     Aclive  nod  two  TniDBpons  U  ancbor  bere." — Tlctory't  Zoj.] 

{A  hint:   most  secret.)  VicWry,  October  lOth,  1801 

My  dear  Boyle, 
If  yon  knew  what  I  could  tell  you,'  you  would  thtok  eveiy 
moment  an  age  till  you  joined  me.     Ever,  my  dear  Boyle, 
Mrs  faithfully,  Nei^on  and  Brontb.       j 

'  Cbuluun.  ■  i.  t.  The  probabilitj  ut  a  Spanish  War. 


TO  LIEUTENANT  HENRY  FREDERJCK  WOODMAN. 


[AntugT^b,  in  itie  pastesainn  o 


Rohert  Filcfa,  Fsq.,  at  Nonricb.] 

Violory,  October  iiOth,  ly04. 


I  have  read  with  much  saltafaction  your  letter  of  October  8th, 
1804,  giving  the  account  of  the  Black  Sea,  of  its  Portj,  and 
what  you  think  may  be  procured  from  thence ;  the  cleameBS 
with  which  everything  is  slated,  does  you  the  greatest  credit. 

I  shall  not  fail  to  transmit  your  very  interesting  letter  to 
Lord  Melville ;  and  Irom  bis  Lordship's  liberal  way  of  think- 
ing, I  flatter  myself  he  will  be  induced  to  notice,  in  a  satisfac- 
tory manner,  your  indefatigable  and  important  exertions. 
For  myself,  I  selected  you  for  this  service  of  observation' from 
the  character  I  had  heard  of  you,  and  which  your  conduct 
has  most  fully  justified,  and  I  beg  you  will  accept  my  sincere 
tbanks  for  your  services,  As  you  must  necessarily  have  been 
at  some  expenses,  I  desire  you  will  send  me  an  account  of 
them,  that  they  may  be  paid.  In  addition  to  your  other  in- 
teresting papers,  I  beg  you  wilt  send  me  a  copy  of  your  Li^- 
Book,  that  courses,  distances,  marks  for  anchorage,  &c.  &c 
may  be  known,  and  I  beg  you  to  be  assured  that  I  am,  Sir, 
your  much  obliged  and  futhful  servant. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


)  MR.  THOMAS  ATKINSON,  MASTER  OF  H.M.  SHIP  VICTORY. 

[Oril.TBoDk.) 


I 

^H  ViclTV,  MnJiJeiia  leliuida,  Surilmim.  2C\ib  Oelobcr,  1601. 

^V    Memorandum. 

Having  directed  Captain  Cocks  to  receive  you  on  board 
the  Thunder,  and  lo  proceed  with  her  to  the  Island  of  Cabrera, 
in  order  lo  alFord  you  every  a-ssistance  wilh  Boats,  &c.  for  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  correctly  the  soundings  and  bearings, 
&c.  of  the  Shoal  Rock,  which  hia  Majesty's  Ship  Excellent 
struck  u]>on  in  May  last,'  I  am  therefore  to  desire  you  will 
proceed  immediately  on  board  the  Thunder,  and  survey  the 
suid  Shoal,  uking  the  most  correct  soundings  on  every  part  of 


'  Vide  TOL  ».  p.  470. 


■  Vide  p.  21,  a 


il,  and  between  ihat  and  the  Isle  of  Biche,  its  bearings,  ai  I 
every  particular  remark  necessary  lo  prevent  any  accident  tt  1 
his  Majesty's  Ships  in  future,  which  I  expect  will  not  Aeom  I 
you  more  than   forty-eight  hours,  when  you    will  report  to 
Captain  Cocks,  and  return  immediately  to  the  Victory. 

Nelson  and  Brostb. 


TO  SIR  ALEXANDER  JOHN  BALL,  BARl'^  MALTA. 
[Autogtnpb,  in  lh<  (ouessiuo  of  Sir  WilliuD  Keilb  Boll,  Bvt.]  -i 

Victory,  Uclober  ■iilai,  IBOL 

My  dear  Ball, 
Many  thaoks  for  your  kind  letter,  and  for  all  your  e«i- 
tinued  kindnesses  to  me,  and  you  may  rely  in  every  situation 
in  life,  I  shall  cherish  your  friendship.  HalloweU  thinks  the 
Ministers  will  not  name  another  Commander-in-Chief,  but 
see  if  I  am  able  to  return .  I  do  not  think  so,  for  they  are  w 
beset  by  Admirals.  Sir  John  Orde,  I  am  told,  is  likely. 
Lord  Radstock  is  trying ;  so  is  Sir  Roger  Curtis :  and  if  t. 
Spanish  War  comes.  Lord  Keith  loves  a  httle  money,  and  a 
great  deal  much  better.  Time  will  bring  many  strange 
things  to  pass,  but  1  believe  can  never  alter  the  sincere,  affec- 
tionate regard  of  your  most  attached  and  siucere  friend. 

Nelson  and  Bbontb. 


,  ISOA       I 


TO  THE  MASTERS  OF  HIS  MAJESTY'S -SHIPS. 
[Order  Book.] 
Victory.  Modolfltik  Isluids,  Sini  Oclober,  ISOA 
The  Agent- Victualler  at  Malta  having  acquainted  me,  by 
letter  of  the  11th  instant,  that  the  provisions  mentioned  in  the 
margin  were  put  on  board  the  Eliza  and  Brumgrove,  Trans- 
ports, in  the  River  Lima,  in  July  and  August  last,  by  Wil- 
liam Eaton,  Esq.,  for  the  Victualling  Stores  at  Malta ;  and 
whereas  this  is  a  new  mode  of  supplying  his  Majesty's  Stores, 
it  becomes  necessary  to  be  most  correctly  ascertained  whether 
they  are  good  of  their  kind,  and  fit  for  his  Majesty's  Service, 
You  are  therefore  hereby  required  and  directed  to  repair  on 
board  the  said  Transports  (or  to  his  Majesty's  Victualling 


r.  46.] 
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Slures,  if  the  Provisions  before-nieinioned  are  landed,)  and 
tftke  a  most  strict  and  careful  survey  on  the  poik,  tongues, 
liogVlard,  pease,  and  wheat,  before  stated,  to  see  whether 
they  are  all  sound  and  good  of  their  kind ;  and  in  order  to 
Judge  of  the  meat  when  boiled,  ihat  it  does  not  shrink  more 
ihan  the  pork  used  in  the  Navy,  you  are  hereby  required  to 
take  a  certain  number  of  pieces,  out  of  one  or  more  of  the 
casks  promiscuously,  as  they  come  tu  hand,  and  boil  tbem  on 
board  the  Senior  Officer's  Ship.  You  will  also  take  a  bushel 
of  pease,  in  the  same  way,  from  one  or  more  of  the  bags,  and 
see  them  also  boiled,  paying  very  particular  attention  that 
neither  the  pork  or  pease  are  too  much  done,  or  otherwise. 
With  respect  to  the  wheat,  you  will  adopt  such  measures  as 
may  be  judged  proper  to  ascertain  Its  quality  and  fitness  for 
his  Majesty's  Service.  And  ns  this  is  a  service  of  very  great 
importance,  as  well  for  preventing  complaints  or  discontent 
amongst  the  Seamen,  from  the  issue  of  bad  provisions,  aa  to 
provide  against  the  serious  consequences  which  would  result 
from  having  a  quantity  of  supposed  good  provisions  in  store, 
when  in  fact  it  might  be  otherwise,  it  is  my  positive  directions 
that  the  strictest  attention  is  paid  to  every  circumstance  which 
may  tend  fully  to  ascertain  the  real  quality  of  the  before-men- 
tioned provisions,  and  also  the  comparative  quality  between 
them,  and  those  from  England.  I  would,  therefore,  recom- 
mend your  calling  upon  the  Agent-Victualler  to  attend  you 
on  this  service,  as  his  experience  in  these  matters  will  render 
his  assistance  very  useful ;  reporting  to  me,  from  under  your 
hands,  a  most  full  and  particular  account  of  your  proceedings 
on  this  sen-ice,  which  you  will  deliver  to  the  Senior  Officer, 
in  order  that  it  may  be  transmitted  to  me  by  the  very  first 
opportunity. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  WILLUM  MARSDEN,  ESQ.,  ADMIRALTY. 

[On  gin  it,  in  Ihe  Admirilt;,] 

Vii'lory,  Unanienu  Iilouda,  Sim  Ocio 


I  herewith  transmit  you  a  letter  from  Captain  Pettet,  of 
his   Majesty's  Sloop  Termagant,  of  this  date,  together  with 
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the  one  ihereiti  mcntioncKl,  <]atcd  the  Ist  August,  addre 
to  jou,  on  the  subject  of  an  allowance  for  the  expenses  m 
curred  by  bringing  Mr,  Falcon,  lale  Consul  at  Algiers,  and 
his  suite,  from  Gibraltar  to  the  Victory,  which  I  request  yon  ] 
will  be  pleased  to  lay  before  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the 
Admiralty  for  their  consideration;  and  at  the  s: 
acquaint  their  Lordships  that  I  have  paid  Captain  Pettct  the 
sum  of  twenty  pounds  sterling,  for  liia  expenses  in  accommo- 
dating Mr.  M'Donongh  from  the  Fleet  to  Algiers  on  panim- 
lar  service,  and  from  thence  to  Gibraltar,  conceiving  the  sum 
to  be  moderate,  and  actually  required  for  that  purpose. 

I  also  beg  to  observe  that  I  consider  the  sum  of  siily 
pounds  for  stock,  &c.  purchased  at  Gibraltar  for  the  accom- 
modation of  Mr.  Falcon  and  his  suite,  as  mentioned  in  Cap- 
tain Pettet's  letter,  to  have  been  necessary  for  that  purpoae, 
and  that  from  the  length  of  time  they  were  on  board  Ae 
Termagant,  every  article  so  purchased  was  expended.  I  must 
also  request  you  will  acquaint  their  Lordships  that  Captain 
Pellet  is  an  OtBcer  of  confined  c  ire  urns  lances,  with  a  large 
family.     I  am,  &c.  ^ 

Nelson  and  Bbontb.^| 


TO  CAPTAm  GEORGE  COCKS.  H.M.  BOMU-VESSEL  THlfNDER. 


[Oiler-BoDk.     Friduj,  20lh  Octolier 

aaU  not  of 

Agincourt  SoancI,  to  [be  Weslmrd.     At 

Nooa.  Squndron  all  under  MJ[ 

r.H.   In- 

cUnible   lo  cnlma.     A[  a'3n.  aaohored 

SqHadron  all  uncbored  liere 

Tbnndtr 

puted  M  n.  P.H.     SUnrdit;.  STtb.  i.ii. 

At  e,  weighed  and  made  sail  u 

ths  W«l- 

ward.     At  Noon,  Squadrdn  iii  company. 

] 

IV  i9 


Viclorj.  Madalma  Islands,  2(ilh  Oolober, 
Most  Secret. 
Whereas  I  have  received  information  ihat  the  Enemy 
tend  sending  three  Privateers  from  Ajaccio,  with  a  hundred 
men,  to  surprise  and  lake  possession  of  the  Town  of  Mada- 
iena.  You  are  therefore  hereby  required  and  directed  to  pro- 
ceed, with  his  Majesty's  Bomb- Vessel  under  your  command, 
close  in  with  the  said  Town,  and  anchor  her  in  such  situation 
I  as  you  may  judge  best  for  its  protection  against  invasion  by 
Ithe   Enemy.     You   are   to   keep   the  Thunder  in   consunt 
ftreadiiieaa  to  act  with  effect  under  any  circumstances,  and 
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B  Boats  rovfipg  guard,  during  the  night,  in  such  pusltion  as 
■  shall  judge  best  fur  discovering  their  approach;  and  in 
fvcnt  of  their  attempt  upon  the  Town  or  Island  of  Mada- 
\,  you  will  consult  with  the  Governor  thereof,  and  render 
1  every  assistance  in  your  power  for  its  protection  and 
y ;  but  on  no  account  let  the  object  of  your  remaining 
ind  be  known,  (except  to  the  Governor  and  Mr.  Brandi, 
3  acts  as  English  Consul,)  but  keep  it  a  profound  secreL 
Nelson  akd  Bronte. 


TO  THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE  VISCOUNT  MELVILLE, 

[From  CUrke  uid  M'Arlbiir,  lol.  ii.  p.  SOO.) 


The  weather  was  very  thick  whea  I  looked  into  Toulon, 
but  I  believe  a  Vicc-Admirat  has  hoisted  his  Flag;  his  name 
I  have  not  yet  heard.*  They  now  amuse  themselves  with 
□igbl-signalB,  and  by  the  quantity  of  rockets  and  blue  lights 
they  show  with  every  signal,  they  plainly  mark  their  position. 
Tliesc  gentlemen  must  soon  he  so  perfect  in  theory,  that  they 
vrill  come  to  sea  to  put  their  knowledge  into  practice.    Could 

ttee  that  day,  it  would  make  me  happy.     I  am,  &c 
I  Nelson  and  Bronte. 


Sir, 


I  IligLl  Hon.  John  WUnon 
VicUirj,  al  Soil,  yOlL  Ocli 


Whereas  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  state  of  the 
Medusa's  hull  will  soon  make  it  necessary  to  send  her  to 
England  for  the  purpose  of  being  docked,  I  must  therefore 
desire,  upon  Captain  Gore's  representing  to  you  officially 
that  his  Majesty's  Ship  Medusa  is  in  want  of  being  docked, 
and  unfit  to  remain  longer  in  this  Country,  that  you  will 
order  Captain  Gore  to  proceed  immediately  to  Rendezvous 
No.  97,  as  I  intend  the  Medusa  to  take  the  Trade  from 

*  Vice  Adroiril  VUlcueuw,  whu  oomDUUiiled  Ui«  Fraucli  Fleet  si  Trilnlgu-. 


Malta,  which  are  now  waiting  there  for  protection  to  England; 
but  unless  the  representation  above-tneationed  comes  fhno 
Captain  Gore,  the  Medusa  is  to  remain  on  the  service  she  ii 
at  present  emplo}-ed  upon.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  akd  Brohtl 


TO  CAPTAIN  JOHN  GORE.  H.M.  SHIP  MEDUSA. 


Sir, 


le  Bigbl  Hon.  Jolin  Wilion  CrokH.] 

Victor;,  at  S»,  30lb  Oeubo,  IBOi. 


I  herewith  transmit  you  the  copy  of  a  letter  of  this  date,  to 
Sir  Richard  Strachan,  relative  to  the  Medusa's  being  sent  to 
Rendezvous  No.  97,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  the  Trade  from 
Malta  to  England,  upon  jour  rejiresenting  her  as  unfit  to 
remain  longer  in  this  Country.  I  shall  therefore  only  observe, 
that,  as  at  this  moment  the  service  of  a  Frigate  is  very  much 
wanted  outside  the  Straits,  you  will  judge  the  propriety  of 
remaining  as  long  on  your  present  station  as  the  state  of  the 
Medusa  will  permit,  and  afterwards  make  the  necessary  re- 
presentations to  Sir  Richard  Strachan,  who  will  coDset)uently 
comply  with  my  before-mentioned  letter.  I  am.  Sir,  &c. 
Nelson  and  Bromtb. 


TO  CAPTAIN  COKE.  IJ.M.  SHIP  MEDLSA. 


lion  of  tlie  Rigbt  Hon.  John  Wilson  CrDkcr.] 


Sir, 


Viclor)',  u  Sth,  lal  Noiei 


I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  19th  September  last, 
together  with  copies  of  the  several  orders,  the  Medusa's  defects. 
Daily-progress,  and  Log-Book,  &c.,  tli  ere  in -mentioned,  and 
very  much  approve  of  your  not  having  a  particular  repair 
done  to  the  Medusa,  from  the  reasons  communicated  in  your 
said  letter. 

I  am  sorry  to  find  La  Sophie  In  so  bad  a  state,  and  s&alL  as 
soon  as  possible,  lake  an  opportunity  of  getting  her  repaired, 
and  placed  on  service  more  adapted  to  her  qualifications. 
Your  ordering  one  of  the  Gun-Boats  to  be  equipped,  and 


•.  46.] 


i" 

^^■veo  m  charge  to  Lieutenant  Llojd,  gf  the  Guerrier,  veiy  I 
^^Uly  meets  my  approbation,  a^  well  as  every  part  of  your  I 
^^Boduct  commuDicatcd  in  your  said  letter.  Indeed,  your  I 
^^■alouE  and  prudent  attention  to  the  good  of  his  Majesty's! 
^^krvice,  cannot  fail  to  be  always  gratifying  to,  Sir,  &c. 
^^1  Nelson  and  Bronte. 

I 


TO  CAPTAIN  GORE,  H.M,  SHIP  MEDUSA, 


Bight  Hon.  John  Wilsoo  Crokor.] 


I 


I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  18th  September,  with 
a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Captain  Pearse,  of  his  Majesty's  Sloop 
Halcyon,  and  of  your  letters  to  Mr.  Frere,  and  to  the  Cap-  ] 
tain-General  at  Cadiz,  relative  to  the  capture  of  some  Bullock-  ' 
Vessels  by  a  French  Privateer,  between  Ceuta  and  Tetuan, 
sod  within  the  protection  of  Neutrality  ;  and  also  respecting 
some  British  Sailors  confined  in  prison  at  Ceuta.  In  answer 
to  which,  I  very  much  approve  of  the  forbearance  of  Captain 
Fearse,  and  the  steps  you  have  taken  to  prevent  similar  acts 
of  piracy  being  tolerated  by  the  Spanish  Government.  I 
am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bbontb. 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ«  ADMIRALTY. 
[OrigiDii],  in  Ihe  Admirall;.] 


I  herewith  transmit  you  a  letter  from  Captain  Gore,  of  his 
Majesty's  Ship  Medusa,  dated  the  18lh  September  last,  (fa- 
ther with  copies  of  his  lelters,  &c.,  to  Mr,  Matra,  Consul- 
General  at  Tangier,  and  that  Consul's  answer,  which  you  will 
please  to  lay  before  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admi- 
ralty for  their  consideration. 

Captain  Gore's  representations  and  remonstrances  to  Mr. 

Matra,  appear  to  me  extremely  proper,  and   lo  have  been 

g  very  necessary ;  for  if  his  Majesty's  Ministers  and  Consuls 
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abroad  are  not  particularly  attentive  to  the  Ships  of  War  uang 

the  different  Ports,  and  see  that  they  receive  every  right  and 

privilege  of  Neutrality,  his  Majesty's  Flag  will  be  insulted 

and  his  Subjects  deprived  of  the  right  they  are  entitled  toi 

Their  Lordships  will,  therefore,  judge  how  far  Mr.  MatrA 

conduct  has  been   consistent  on   the   present   occasion.    I 

am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE  EARL  CAMDEN. 
[From  Clarke  and  M*Arthur,  vol.  ii.  p.  301.] 

drd  November,  1803. 

Sardinia,  if  it  be  possible,  becomes  every  day  in  greater 
misery.  The  Stamen  ti,  which  is  formed  of  proportions  of  the 
Nobles,  Clergy,  and  the  People,  have  dismissed  themselveSi 
They  were  summoned  to  meet  in  June  or  July ;  the  two  first 
Classes  met,  but  the  number  of  the  last  Class  did  not  arrive 
until  the  Viceroy  had  opened  the  Session ;  when,  instead  of 
conciliating  and  promising  to  assist  them  in  the  formation  of 
such  regulations  as  might  benefit  the  Island,  he  stated  at  once 
the  distresses  of  the  Government,  and  asked  for  one  million 
of  dollars.  The  last  Class,  finding  that  nothing  was  wanted 
of  them  but  money,  never  filled  up  the  legal  numbers.  The 
Clergy  and  Nobles  agreed  to  the  demand ;  but  the  meeting 
not  being  legal,  no  money  could  be  raised.  Yet  as  the  Clergy 
and  nobles  had  consented  to  the  supply,  50  or  60,000  dollars 
have  been  squeezed  out  of  them,  not  one  farthing  of  which 
has  gone  to  the  real  wants  of  the  Island.  The  Clergy  and 
Nobles  are  now,  I  hear,  very  much  disgusted  at  being  forced 
to  pay  this  money,  whilst  the  people  pay  nothing.  This  is 
the  present  state  of  Sardinia ;  it  cannot  last.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  LAMBTON  ESTE,  ESQ. 

[Aatograpb  in  the  possession  of  Dr.  Lambton  Este,  who  has  obligingly  commo- 
nicated  the  following  particulars  of  Lord  Nelson : — 

"  4th  November,  1804. 
''On  joining  the  Victory,  in  my  first  interviews  with  Nelson,  he  complained  of 
frequent  p«in8  in  his  right  side,  from  former  injuries, — that  many  wamingB  and 


btvoiiU  d 


^B«^ 


'J  io. 


mulba 

«»  Ctsl  biHog  hin 
Uo  >  pan  d(  tlip  imupMreni  conwa,  uhL  ■»  tu  •■  it 
1  lisiaD  ID  Ihr  onij  cjc  Uft  to  him.  Ilic  iLoD^a,  his 
o  the  Adminllj — id  llie  muagmiciil  of  the  Xanl  StrriM  of  tn 
cahiB.  n'Ub  his  coiifidrntial  bunds,  he  acrujamJIj  alluded  M 
1  if  he  "ere  in  power  :'  bit  vuietj,  in  tilber  allenudn,  of  rt- 
ukd  in  tlie  M«Ul«TaDeui,  oi  of  murtdiiB  lo  snipla;meoi  u 
I  hat,  (RDwd  to  be.  to  get  >a  hi*  knom.  Bud,  and  exprneimd  peopls  armutd 
I  Ida.  Addmsing  Dr,  ^oolt,  jocoseU,  ■«  he  gmeiaUj'  did.  and  Teiurkiii([  on  hi> 
F  laiiilpd^  o/  Sptniab.  and  of  Spuiub  affairs,  be  iroold  eulaim,  'Ab,  mj  dear 
IViDi*  pie  me  knowledge  praclicallT  ac^niird — eiprrienre  I  raperienes!  eqn- 
Baet !  and  {ffacliral  men  T 
"la  one  of  the  eailr  eonfeTeiieea  nitli  his  Lordsliip,  he  told  me  he  had  been  lip- 
lODtlu  afloai,  wilhant  putting  a  fool  on  thoce;  thai  he  had  made 
0  England  in  about  tso  monlha  from  the  time  be 
VAe  i  that  Ibe  Saperb,  C^Uain  Krat»,  itDitld  comef  him  home ;  that  he  waa  glad 
I W  jtined  him ;  that  Le  wbhed  me  (o  rrmain  with  him.  and  lo  reiurn  with  him 
lft£[igtuid  is  the  Aatunui.  His  twnlimenls  eontinned  lumlUred.  in  this  mpecl, 
ttntgli  Septeiobti  md  part  of  Orlobei.  when  inUlligEnee  anJTed  of  an  approach- 
■^Wir  with  Spain. 

"Oitlie  l9t  of  NoTerabeihe  aeal  for  me. after  hreaUaai,  and  exclaioied,  'Oh,  mj 
tMlfcllDw  !  I  hate  abandoned  the  idea  of  ^ing  to  Rni^land.  al  pieaput.  I  iball  not 
t>  rn,  and  when  I  ma;  gn  is  quite  ancerlain — must  depend  upon  eienD,  and  npon 
*>7  eoa  pFe<«rioas  heallb ;  at  the  same  time.  I  am  doing  jon  an  evidenl  iiyiiBdee, 
l>T  deliiiuiig  von  here  «o  long  in  onrerlainlv.'  A  Utile  pause  follawed,  and  I  com- 
"» III  111  bj  Miing,  *  H;  Luid,  if  I  eonld  be  of  ^tiber  use,  I  sliould  prefer  remuning 

'•t  iiunuinET  with  jour  Lonl-ihip,  lo '     Antiripaling  Ibe  mnainder  of  mj  an- 

t  upon  me,  abmplly,  and  eiclaimed,  "  But  iny  wish  is  ibal  jou 


ivihofiw 


^ 

Mi«M  ^^i  US  uiious  thai  }au  should  go,  and  go  without  fiirther  dela;!- 

d 

*  Mj  Uni,  1  «m  readj  to  slan  al  lhi«  momenl's  notice,'  wait  mj  reply.     From  bis 

"^l 

•UMi,  and  emharrvned.    ■  Oh,  not  q<ute  so  soon  as  that !  I  shall  want  a  day  or 

l«l 

^^^U  Inai.'be  aud,  '  lo  prepare  for  you;  bnl  the  point  is  seUled,  and  being 

^1 

•*nW.  «  thall  both  know  what  to  be  at:  1  shall  sel  w  work  accordingly,  and 

"«■ 

"'fWae.     Go  home;  get  confirmed    in  jonr  appointment,  acconling  (o  my  de- 

il  afterwards  aa  you  can.  Shanid  I  retain  my  com- 
I,  with  Ibe  powers  already  conceded  to  me.  I  shall 
'"^tand  your  re  appointment,  and  require  your  aAsist&nce  in  Italy.  Ki^lea,  Sicily, 
*"'  in  the  tnlands,  and  perhaps  also  in  your  former  scenes  of  action  lo  the  Easi- 
'■M,  where  tliere  may  be  more  occupaliou  for  us  all  hereafter  Iban  «e  jiisl  now 
*••««.  or  may  expect.  If,  in  the  couise  of  eicnts.  I  sboold  relnm  to  England, 
"•^  mdixe  nj  antioipalions.  yon  must  lei  me  see  you  at  Menon  as  soon  aa  yon 
J"**  of  my  arrieal  there.  The  TennKgant  Bloop  will  be  going  to  Lisbon — alie 
^  hd  a  long  spell  of  ser^ee.  1  shall  send  you  in  her;  you  will  find  Captain 
^**«l  a  icry  worthy,  agreeable  oompaniou.  lie  has  rioen  from  bumble  nrigiu  by 
'^  own  merits,  wilb  a  little  of  my  Hssinuince ;  iin  has  a  family,  loo,  lo  maintain 
""te  hia  par.'  The  paper*  and  stales  of  the  I'lpel,  which  had  be 
™>    tame  Ume.  be  had  intended  lo    lake   home    btjnself.      '  I    < 


-     S" 


i'  he  said,  •logelber  with  my  ditpKlrhcs 


i  leil 


He 


"VOU  VI. 
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the  following  letter,  addressed  to  Mr.  Chamberlain,  the  Agent  at  UsboB.  A 
signal  was  made  for  the  Termagant  to  move  up  to  the  Victory,  and  CaftHi 
Pettet,  repaired  on  board ;  having  received  his  instructions,  and  dined  with  Ai 
Admiral,  we,  shortly  after  diuiier,  took  leave,  and  removed  from  the  ^ioctory  to  Ai 
Termagant. 

"  Here  a  trifling  incident  occurred,  illustrative  of  the  character  of  Kelson,  nl 
of  his  modes  of  proceeding.     After  the  death  of  Mr.  Lock,  at  Malta,  I  found  mjtiM 
in  charge  of  the  Affairs,  with  a  large  outfit  provided  for  the  Levant.     As  soon  it 
the  message  was  transmitted  to  me  in  the  Lazaretto  at  Malta,  by  Sir  Alexander 
Ball,  that  I  was  to  join  Lord  Nelson  in  the  Fleet  off  Toulon,  I  began  to  consida 
what  I  could  do  that  might  prove  useful  or  gratifying  to  Lord  Nelson,  and  to  his 
associates,  who,  1  knew,  were  in  want  of  Naval  stores,  and  who  had  been  duiiog 
many  months  afloat,  exposed  to  rough  usage  and  privations,  in  a  tedious  blockade. 
These  consisted  of  two  large  tierces  of  the  finest  English  porter,  in  bottles,  thiity* 
six  dozen  in  each ;  tongues,  Bayonne  hams,  and  some  India  pickles,  &c. ;  all  of 
which  I  sent  on  board  the  Phoebe  Frigate,  as  presents  for  the  Victory.    When  Loid 
Nelson  saw  the  packages,  he  exclaimed,  *  What's  all  this  lumber  ?    What  the  de^ 
have  you  got  here  ?'     lie  seemed  hurt  at  my  explanation,  '  Only  a  little  ammnni- 
tion  for  the  Fleet,  my  Lord ;'  but  directed  them  to  be  stowed  away  carefully ;  and  hi 
told  old  Gaetano,  his  Italian  steward,  to  look  well  after  them.     Days  and  we^ 
passed  away,  without  any  of  the  porter  or  tongues  or  hams  appearing,  either  on  tht 
Admiral's  table,  or  in  the  Ward-room  of  the  Victory.     This  seemed  strange,  bat  no 
remark  was  made.     Soon  after  we  got  on  board  the  Termagant,  a  boat  arrived  witk 
a  letter  to  Captain  Pettet,  and  one  to  myself,  of  which  I  give  the  purport,  if  not 
the  exact  words,  from  memory : — '  1  have  tasted  and  reserved  some  of  your  piinedy 
and  delicious  presents.     Had  we  returned  together  in  the  Superb,  these  shonld 
have  afforded  consolation  to  all  on  board  that  Ship,  on  our  homeward  voyage.    Ai 
our  destinies  are  altered,  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  sending  them  to  Captain  Pettet, 
to  whom  they  will  prove  highly  acceptable ;  and  before  you  have  been  long  on 
board,  I  trust  you  will  think  with  me,  that  they  could  not  have  been  more  worthily 
bestowed.     I  have  added  a  few  bottles  of  fine  Marsala,  lately  sent  me  by  Wood- 
house  from  Sicily,  that  you  may  have  the  pleasure  of  drinking  my  health  in  my 
absence,'  &c.  &c. 

"  Off  Cadiz,  we  joined  Admiral  Sir  John  Orde,  who,  a  martyr  to  the  gout,  was 
then  in  bed,  and  hod  not  quitted  his  cabin  since  he  left  England,  and  could  not  see 
us,  and  I  delivered  to  Captain  Robinson  the  following  letter  to  Mr.  Chamberlain:] 


TO  H.  CHAMBERLAIN,  ESQ.,  AGENT  FOR  THE  PACKETS  AT 

LISBON. 

Victory,  November  4th,  1804. 

Sir, 
Mr.  Este  has  charge  of  my  dispatches  for  the  Admiralty,  I 
have  therefore  to  request  that  you  will  get  him  on  board  the 
first  Packet  bound  for  England.  As  no  fever  or  ill  health  is 
in  the  Fleet,  I  hope  the  Termagant  being  directed  not  to 
communicate  with  Gibraltar,  or  any  Ships  who  have  had  any 
communication,  since  the  sickness,  with  that  place,  will  not  be 
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KTt  to  Quaniiiiine ;  but  should  she  be  subject  to  it,  I  tben 

fquest  that  you  will  lake  the  proper  steps  ihal  Mr.  Eete  and 

my  dbpatchcs  may  pet  on   board  the  Packet  destined  for 

Xogland.     Captain   Pcitet   will  receive   the   Gibrallar   and 

■Ita  mails.     1  am.  Sir,  && 

Nelsox  ahd  Bronte. 


0  CAPTAlJi  ROBERT  PtTTET,  H.  M.  SLOOP  TERMAGANT. 


[Order-B 


k-] 


rii-toi7.  U  Sm,  1th  NoTinntHr,  1801. 

[aving  charged  Mr.  Este  (Secretary  to  the  late  Mr.  Lock) 
I  my  Public  dispatches  for  Goremment,  You  are  hereby 
^red  and  directed  to  receive  him  on  board  his  Majesty's 
)  Termagant,  under  your  command,  and  proceed  with 
I  direct  to  Lisbon,  without  calling  at,  or  communicating 
f  Gibraltar;  and  on  your  arrival  in  the  T^us,  you  will 
tfr.  Este  on  board  any  Packet  which  may  be  laying  there 
'  England,  acquainting  the  Captain  thereof,  and  also  the 
Agent  for  Packets  that  he  is  charged  with  my  Government 
dispatches.  From  the  uncertainty  of  the  present  state  of 
affairs,  the  greatest  caution  is  necessary  in  entering  the  Tagus, 
and  in  communicating  with  Lisbon,  as  it  is  impossible  to  say 
what  the  intentions  of  the  Portuguese  may  be ;  you  will 
therefore  do  so  with  the  utmost  care  and  circumspection,  that 
his  Majesty's  Sloop  under  your  command  may  not  be  brought 
into  any  unpleasant  situation,  fivm  want  of  a  due  regard  to  the 
necessary  precaution.  And  as  I  would  not,  on  any  account, 
have  you  subject  yourseli'  to  Quarantine,  I  herewith  transmit 
yuu  an  order  directed  to  all  Captains  and  Commanders,  not 
to  communicate  with  the  Termagant  on  any  account,  till  after 
her  return  from  Lisbon  ;  and  not  then,  if  they  have  been  at  any 
place  where  the  present  dreadful  malady  is  raging.  You  will 
therefore  pay  due  r^ard  to  this,  and  regulate  your  conduct 
in  these  particulars  accordingly. 

Having  put  Mr.  Este  on  board  the  Packet,  or  landed  him  at 
Lisbon,  if  there  is  none  there,  you  will  receive  the  Mails  for 
Gibraltar  and  Malta,  and  return  with  ihem  with  all  dispatch; 
nod  if  you  shall  learn  from  any  of  his  Majesiy'a  Ships  that  iha  . 

82 


260  LETTERS.  [180i 

inhabitants  of  Gibraltar  are  become  healthy^  and  that  it  is  po^ 
fectly  safe  to  refit  there,  you  will  proceed  into  the  Mole,  and  pot 
the  Termagant  in  a  state  for  being  hove  down,  and  her  keel  and 
other  defects  in  her  bottom  made  good,  and  new-coppered  if 
necessary.  In  performing  this  service,  the  utmost  dispatch  is 
to  be  used,  and  every  means  taken  to  expedite  the  perfect 
equipment  of  the  said  Sloop  ;  but  if  on  your  return  to  Gibral- 
tar, the  health  of  that  place  is  still  doubtful,  you  will  land  mj 
Public  dispatches  through  the  Lazaretto  Ship,  and  proceed 
(without  communicating  in  any  other  way  with  that  place)  to 
Valctta  Harbour,  for  the  purpose  of  getting  the  defects  of  the 
Termagant  made  good,  and  put  in  a  perfect  state  for  wintert 
cruizing.  Having  so  done,  and  completed  your  provisions  to 
the^ usual  time,  you  will  return  and  join  the  Squadron  on 
Rendezvous  No.  97,  where  you  will   find  me,  or  orders  for 

your  further  proceedings. 

Nelson  and  Bronte 

N.B.  If  the  Mails  firom  England  for  Gibraltar  and  Malta 

are  not  ready  to  be  delivered,  you  will  on  no  account  wait, 

but  return  as  before  directed. 


TO  THE  CAPTAINS  OR  COMMAxXDERS  OF  ANY  OF  HIS  MAJESTY'S 
SHIPS  OR  VESSELS  WHICH  THE  TERMAGANT  MAY  FALL  IN 
WITH. 

[Order-Book.] 

Victor}-,  at  Sea,  4th  November,  1804. 

Having  sent  his  Majesty's  Sloop  Termagant  with  my  Pub- 
lic dispatches  to  Lisbon,  in  order  that  they  may  be  forwarded 
from  thence  with  the  utmost  dispatch,  and  as  the  communicat- 
ing with  her  previous  to  her  having  been  to  Lisbon,  would 
not  only  subject  her  to  Quarantine,  under  the  present  dread- 
ful circumstances,  but  prevent  her  from  putting  dispatches  on 
board  the  Packet,  You  are  therefore  hereby  required  and 
directed,  on  no  account  or  consideration  whatever,  to  com- 
municate with  his  Majesty's  said  Sloop,  until  her  return  from 
Lisbon. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  GORE,  H.M.  SHIP  MEDUSA. 
I  [AnMKnpb,  iu  Hie  poaseBsinn  ofthe  Itiglil  Ron.  Jolin  WiIhiq  Cnikcr.] 

Victorr.  N'ovember  1th,  150*. 

Mj-  dear  Gore, 
I  Esperauce  is  passed  od  Io  Madaleoa,  therefore  I  have  not 
I  her.     You  will  receive  a  satisfactory  order,  I  hope,  for 
r  future  movements  of  the  Medusa,     The  Merchoots  are 
[ring  me  to  pieces  for  Convoys,  and  I  dnre  not  send  a  Fri- 
e  home  without  one.     ludeed,  I  am  positively  ordered  not 
4o  it.     Anson  was  ordered  down  when  I  received  jour 
thes,  before  the  Spanish  business.     She  will  be  a  powerful 
pforcement  to  the  Squadron.     I  wish  you  could  get  hold  of 
Birst-rate,  loaded  with  money  ;  not  that  you  or  I  should  get 
f  of  it,  under  the  present  circumstances,  but  a  few  inilUona 
old  be  useful   to  the  State.     I  am  very  unwell  to-day,  and 
I  in  hardly  hold  my  head  up.     You  will  know  before  me  who 
-  my  successor.     May  health  and  success  attend  you,  my  dear 
Ciore,  and  believe  me  ever,  your  obliged  and  faithful  friend, 
Nei,8on  and  Bronte. 
We  are  remarkably  healthy  as  to  fevers. 


i 


TO  CAPTAIN  GORE,  H.M.  SHIP  MEDUSA. 
[Originiil,  in  ilie  pUBMBBion  of  tlir  Riglil  Hon.  John  WilwD  Croker.] 

Viciory,  Bl  Sei,  (iLh  Naieinber.  IHIH. 

Sir, 


1  have  received  your  letter  of  the  9th  September  last,  toge- 
ther with  Mr.  Frerc's,  dated  the  3Ist  July,  and  the  one  tbereio 
alluded  to  from  the  Spanish  Government,  relative  to  the  ex- 
cesses committed  by  the  Enemy's  Privateers  between  Cadiz 
and  Algiers,  &c,,  and  I  am  sorry  to  find  the  tardiness  with 
which  all  our  just  complaints  are  treated.  I  should  hope  our 
Minister  most  strongly  demands  redress. 

The  letters  from  C'aplains  Sutton  and  Roseabagen,  giving 
you  an  account  of  their  proceedings,  have  also  been  received  ; 
and  I  hope  Captain  Roscnhagen  has  stated  to  the  Admiralty 
die  conduct  of  the  Master  of  the  Vessel  which  followed  him, 
and  afterwards  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Enemy,  as  meatiooed 
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in  his  said  letter.  If  he  has  not,  desire  he  may,  and  I 
be  the  constant  duty  of  all  Officers  charged  with  Coi 
when  any  of  the  Vessels  improperly  leave  them.     I  am,  s 

Nelson  and  Bnoiml 


TO  CAPTAIN  RICHARD  BUDD  VINXENT,  Il.M.  SLOOP  ABROrj 
[Order-llook.] 

Virion-,  at  Se«,  Olb  Not( 

Whereas  by  the  Defects  and  Report  of  Survey  of  his 
jesty's  Sloop  Arrow,  under  your  command,  transmitted  to 
in  your  letter  of  the  20th  ultimo,  there  appears  an  al 
necessity  of  sending  her  to  England  immediately,  to  be  d( 
and  whereas  I  have  received  application  for  a  Convoy  to 
Ships  named  on  the  other  side  hereof,'  bound  to  the  Di 
Kingdom,  and  also  been  informed  that  several  others  may 
expected  from  the  different  Ports  in  the  Levant  and  Sidly 
about  the  middle  or  latter  end  of  this  month ;  You  are  there 
fore  hereby  retiuired  and  directed  to  take  bis  Majesty's  Bomb 
Vessel  named  in  the  margin'  under  your  command,  (who8 
Captain  is  directed  by  ibc  enclosed  order  to  follow  your  itt 
structions  for  his  further  proceedings,)  and  make  the  signs 
for,  and  take  under  your  convoy  and  protection,  the  Mer^ 
chant-Ships  before-mentioned,  with  sucb   as  may   have,  om 
shall  arrive  at  Malta,  from  any  Port  in  the  Levant  or  SicilyJ 
this  season,  together  with  any  Merchant-Ship  or  Vessel  thatj 
may  be  ready,  and  bound  your  way ;  and  when  the  whole  of  thd 
Trade  from  the  Levant  and  Sicily  which  may  be  expected  fofi 
this  season  shall  have  arrived,  and  Captain  Schombci^  signifiol 
his  approbation  to  your  leaving  Malta,  it  is  my  dirt;ctJOD| 
that  you  take  the  Acheron  with  you,  and  proceed  immedJal 
vrith  the   whole  of  the  Trade  from  Valetta  harbour,  whie 
may  be  bound  to  any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom,  with 
much  expedition  as   possible,  consistent   with   their  safet 
direct  to  England ;  and  on  no  account  or  consideration  whfl 
ever,  touch  at  or  go  near  Gibraltar,  or  allow  any  of  the  ConvO 

I  AndromeJ*.  Casiie,  Bliule»,  Willimn,  Alert,  Alert,  Helen,  boi 
Briiig'-l.  bouud  10  nolli  Ludj  Collon,  bound  id  Itelwid;  Elizabeth,! 
PoO"""^  hound  to  Ijverpool. 


T  your  command,  al  iheir  peril,  to  communicate  with  thi 

vith  any  Buat  or  Vessel  belonging  to  it,  but  proceett 

%  itrough  the  Straits,  and  miikc  the  best  of  your  way  off 

Miith,  where  you  will  leave  the  Trade  bound  for  Ireland 

i  [he  British  Channel  in  safety,  to  be  sent  Irom  theoctt 

blbeir  destination  by  the  Coramander-in-Cliief  at  Plymouth,' 

^AcheroQ  ia  by  no  means  equal  to  protect  them, 

If,  against  a  strong  Privateer, 

S'to  sufficient  time  off  the  Ram  Head,  to  see  the 
^-mentioned  safe  into  tlieenlrance  of  Cawsand  Bajf, 
md,  you  will  proceed  on  with  the  Acheron  and  tbfl 
e  Convoy  to  tlie  Downs,  dropping  such  as  are  bound  ttf> 
e  Channel,  on  your  way  up  ;  taking  care  to  pro- 
r  rate  of  going  to  that  of  the  worst  sailing  Vessel 
r  protection,  and  on  no  account  part  from  them,  off; 
f  the  Trade  in  danger  of  being  captured  by  the 
'uur  arrival  in  the  Downs,  you  will  acquaint 
of  the    Admiralty   thereoT,   and  transmit   aD 
7  proceedings,  for  their  Lordships'  infomiatioiif 
•ut  there,  together  with  the  Acheron,  until  you  rcceiTff 
"•eif  orders  for  your  further  government.' 

Nelson  and  Bbontb. 


To  CAPTAIN  HENRY  RICHARDSON,  H.  M.  SHIP  JUNO. 


Having  received  instructions*  from  the  Lords  Commissioners 
Ttbe  Admiralty  to  send  a  Frigate  to  such  place  as  may  be- 

Tht  Amur  iHid  AclieroD  never  reacLed  F.ngluiil,  Iwing.  wilii  Ihp  Conro;, 
_  id,  off  C«pe  Csiiiic,  bj  two  largo  Fcenoh  FrigaHu,  on  the  lili  of  FrbrujujrJ 
Ba  when  both  lliosu  Veaaeli  nere  cnpiiired,  nHvr  ■  mosl  dcMrmiacd  rfBlalmscG. 
OalbaSlitof  J0I7.  1604,  Ibe  Admiralty  iHsned  nn  Ordei  lo  Lonl  NelgoB, 
p^m  Irlm  to  "  hold  in  readinCTa,  in  »uab  Port  ■»  oklJ  be  u^reed  ii|Mn  l 
Ilr.  JaekMn,  one  of  thv  Slupa  nnder  jonr  oununuid,  foi  the  purpow  of  coil' 
ag  hU  Saidiniau  Hiitstj  lo  siieh  Port  in  tlie  Hedilnruieui  u  he  mnj  ujipoint 
to  adopt  lOflli  measorca  for  the  Nsird  defence  of  the  Island  of  Saidimn  as  mif 
eat  ealonlaled  far  (hat  purpoM,  and  a«  may  be  coDBisleot  wilh  the  oihE 
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agreed  upon  hy  me,  and  Mr.  Jackson,  his  Majesty's  Minister 
to  the  King  of  Sardinia,  to  remove  His  Sardinian  Majesty  from 
Gacta,  or  any  other  place  n  here  his  JMajesty  may  be  residing 
to  any  place  within  the  Mediterranean  where  the  King  may 
think  proper,  You  arc  therefore  hereby  required  and  directed 
to  receive  my  Public  dispatches  for  his  Sardinian  Majesty 
and  Mr.  Jacksoti,  and  proceed  with  them,  in  his  Majesty'i 
Ship  Juno,  under  your  command,  to  Gaeta,  and  on  your 
arrival  there,  you  will  deliver  my  letter  to  the  King,  and  should 
hia  Sardinian  Majesty  desire  to  be  removed  to  any  part  of 
Sicily,  Malta,  Corfu,  or  any  other  place  within  the  Mediter- 
ranean, you  will  receive  bis  Majesty,  the  Queen,  and  mtt, 
on  hoard  the  Judo,  and  proceed  to  such  place  as  his  Majesty 
shall  direct,  where  you  will  land  him,  the  Queen,  and  suite, 
and  afterwards  proceed  to  Malta,  for  the  purpose  of  being  re- 
fitted. Should  his  Majesty  request  you  to  wait  at  Gaeta  for 
three  or  four  days,  in  order  to  prepare  for  his  cmbarkauon, 
you  will  do  so,  and  immediately  write  Mr.  Jackson,  at  Boine, 
(when  his  Majesty's  intentions  are  signified  to  you,)  that  his 
answer  may  arrive  previous  to  your  sailing;  and  you  will  also, 
the  instant  you  auchor  at  Gaeta,  forward  my  dispatches  lo 
Mr.  Elliot,  at  Naples,  by  express.  But  should  his  Sardinian 
Majesty  not  desire  the  Juno  to  wait  for  the  purpose  before 
mentioned,  and  signifies  the  same  to  you  officially,  yon  will 
proceed  immediately  to  Naples,  and  receive  from  Ids  Excel- 
lency Mr.  Elliot  such  dispatches  as  he  may  have  for  Sicily  or 
Malta,  with  which  you  will  proceed,  and  make  the  best  of 
your  way  to  Valetta  harbour,  where  you  will  cause  every  ex- 
ertion to  be  used  in  refitting  and  completing  the  Juno  for 
immediate  service,  ^reeable  to  the  letter  herewith  transmitted 
addressed  to  Commissioner  Otway.  Having  so  done,  and  com- 
pleted your  provisions,  &c.,  to  the  usual  time,  you  will  after- 
wards return,  and  join  the  Squadron  ou  Rendezvous  No.  97, 
where  you  will  find  me,  or  orders  for  your  further  proceed- 
ings. I  must  desire  to  recommend  that  you  will  keep  a  par- 
ticular account  of  all  your  disbursements  in  the  event  of  his 
Majesty  the  King  of  Sardinia  accompanying  you,  in  order 
that  Government  may  take  the  same  into  consideration^ 
direct  your  being  repaid. 

Nelson  and  Bronti 


is.] 


TO  HIS  EXCELLENCY  HUGH  ELLIOT,  ESQ. 

[AulograpL,  ID  llie  Elliot  P»ppr8,] 

Victory,  November  8ili,  IBOl. 
I  My  dear  Sir, 

■our  lettors  by  the  yEtna,  of  the  I4th  October,  were  duly 
tved,  and  I  tbaiik  your  Excellency  for  all  the  interesting 
b'tuation  you  arc  so  good  ns  lo  give  me.  I  can  only  add 
f  lameatation  more  to  the  uncomfortable  situation,  to  say 
Jrorse  of  it,  of  ibose  good  Sovereigns  of  Naples,  I  never 
I  but  one  opinion  of  Russia,  for  many  years  past  I  am  to 
I  moment  ignorant,  escept  by  the  French  papers,  of  what 
sing  in  Spain.  What  can  be  expected  from  such  com- 
nications  to  a  Naval  Commander-in-Chief?     Pray  return 

;  I  keep  them  as  curiosities. 

t  have  beard  nothing  from  England  since  August  28th : 

loch  papers  give  us  the  news  to  October  1 1  th ;  therefore,  I 

llefl  in  total  ignorance.     I  shall  send  a  Vessel  to  Naples  the 

t  arrival  from  England.     She  will  probably  bring  out  my 

I  am  very  unwell,  and  the  wet  weather  we  have 

had  has  done  ray  cough  no  good. 

_      I  have  wrote  to  the  Admiralty,  and  to  Lord  Melville  about 

■|teiir  deare  for  a  Vessel  to  carry  your  dispatches:  I  have 

^btoe.     The  Juno,  who  goes  first  to  Gaeta,  in  case  the  King 

"if  Sardinia  should  nut  feel  himself  safe,  will,  if  his  Majesty 

does  not  use  her,  proceed  to  Naples,  and  take  any  letters  you 

may  have  for  either  Malta  or  Sicily.     The  fever  has  much 

abated  at  Gibraltar  and  Cadiz.     At  Malaga  it  has  certainly 

ceased,  and  the  Port  is  expected  to  be  opened.     The  Fleet  is 

in  most  perfect  health.     Pray,  present  my  humble  duty  to 

tlieir  Majesties.     They  have  none  that  feel  for  them  more 

than  myself,  and  they  may  rely  upon  me  to  the  last  moment 

of  my  breathing.      I  hope  Mrs.  Elliot  is  perfectly  recovered, 

I  beg  my  respectful  compliments.     William  is  very  well. 

D  ever,  my  dear  Sir,  your  most  obliged  and  faithful  servant. 

Nelson  and  Bronte, 
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TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ^  ADMIRALTY. 

[Originid,  in  the  Admiralty.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  8th  NoTember,  1804. 

Sir, 
I  herewith  transmit  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  and  paper  theim 
referred  to^  from  Captain  Gore,  of  his  Majesty's  Ship  Medua, 
dated  the  6th  October^  (a  copy  of  which^  he  acquaints  me,  hn 
also  been  transmitted  to  you)  giving  an  account  of  the  capture 
of  three  Spanish  Frigates  with  treasure  on  board,  as  theiem 
mentioned,^  which  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  lay  before  the  Lords 
Commissioners  of  die  Admiralty,  for  their  information ;  and,  at 
the  same  time  acquaint  their  Lordships  that  I  very  highly  ap- 
prove of  the  meritorious  conduct  of  that  excellent  Officer,  Cap- 
tain Gore,  upon  the  present,  as  well  as  upon  all  former  occa- 
sions, since  he  has  been  under  my  command,  in  the  important 
trust  of  watching  the  Enemy  outside  the  Straits,  and  for  the 
great  and  perfect  security  which  he  has  afforded  with  his  little 
Squadron  to  our  Trade  to,  and  from,  this  Countiy ;  and  when 
the  very  bad  state  of  the  Medusa  is  considered,  his  constantly 
keeping  at  sea  previous  to  this,  and  after  an  opportunity 
offered  for  his  returning  to  England,  with  the  Spanish  Frigate 
Fama,  deserves  particular  approbation.     I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


*  On  the  5th  of  October,  1804,  off  Cape  St.  Mary's,  near  Cadiz,  the  IndefiatigmUe, 
Captain  Graham  Moore ;  Medusa,  Captain  John  Gore ;  Amphion,  Captain  Samuel 
Sutton ;  and  Lively,  Captain  Graham  Eden  Hamond,  fell  in  with  the  four  Spanish 
Frigates  La  Medee,  bearing  the  Flag  of  Don  Joseph  Bnstamente ;  La  Fama,  La 
Clara,  and  La  Mercedes,  from  South  America,  laden  with  treasure  and  TaluaUe 
merchandize.  Captain  Moore  communicated  to  the  Spanish  Admiral  his  orders  to 
detain  these  Ships  (vide  p.  241,  ante),  and  expressed  a  wish  to  do  so  without  blood- 
shed ;  but  not  receiving  a  satisfactory  answer,  an  Action  commenced.  In  ten  minutes, 
La  Mercedes  blew  up,  and  the  three  other  Ships  soon  after  surrendered.  As  Spain 
was  then  at  peace  with  England,  tliis  affair  naturally  excited  the  indignation  of  the 
Court  of  Madrid,  and  led  inunediately  to  a  War. 


TO  CAPTAIN  GOnE,  II.  M.  SKIP  MEDUSA. 


Most  private.  Victorj,  No^mber  0lli,  IBQl. 

My  dear  Goro, 

rom  my  heart  do  I  congratulate  you  on  your  share  of  the 
ire  of  the  Spanish  Frigates;  but  I  own  it  is  mixed  with 
tet  that  you  did  not  command.  However,  it  [is]  a  good 
;,  and  I  hope  before  this  time  you  have  taken  more  of 
Aeo).  The  Lima  Ships  are  loaded  witli  gold.  Should  you 
find  that  I  am  destined  to  be  here  a  few  months  longer,  and 
that  die  Medusa  is  in  absolute  want  of  going  to  England,  you 
can  apply  to  Sir  Richard  Straehan,  who  will  send  Medusa  to 
me ;  and  you  are  sure  that,  if  I  can,  you  shall  go  home  with- 
out Convoy,  unless'  your  rich  Prizes.  Be  assured  of  my  in- 
elination  to  meet  your  wishes  as  much  as  is  possible. 

The  secret  of  the  capture  was  perfectly  well  kept,  but  one 
of  your  Mids  wroie  a  letter  to  Mr.  Williams,"  and  out  it  all 
came.  I  hope  Gibraltar  is  perfectly  free  from  sickness  by  this 
time;  and  that  you  may  very  safely  send  your  Prizes,  and 
communicate  with  the  Garrison.  The  water,  I  thought,  from 
the  Navy  tank,  was  perfectly  clear  from  the  Garrison,  and  you 
will  have,  before  this  time.  Transports  with  provisions  and 
stores.  I  am  very  far  from  well ;  and  what,  my  dear  Gore,  are 
the  mines  of  Peru,  compared  to  heallh?  God  bless  you,  and 
believe  me  ever  your  sincere  and  obliged  friend. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 
^ptain  Moore  had  no  business  to  take  the  Amphion  ;*  but 
5  [say]  Sutton  vrisbed  it,     I  am  distressed  for  Frigates 
i  Sloops. 


jitjEncepl. 

*  ComDuader  o 


HB>ing  becu  in  ibc  Viclory  it  Trafalgur,  h«  hm 
of  Decefflbei,  ISOaj    (uid  he  ilied  in  iLu  nmk 
□  IMS. 

'  Ckpuin  Moore  ntaled  in  a  leltcr  lo  the  Admirftliy ,  o(  the  Ititb  of  Oolober,  Ibu 
k*  ordemi  tliv  Ampbiaii  to  Eagluid,  "tur  llie  Hesnritf  of  thetwo  SpRDJah  Fngitu, 


hMfdcc 


d  Lh  CliL 
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TO  UEUTENANT  ROBERT  LLOYD,  H.M.  SHIP  GU£RRIER>  ON 

BOARD  L'ESPERANCE. 

[Order-Book.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  Ocb  NoTember,  180i 

You  are  hereby  required  and  directed  to  proceed  imme- 
diately with  my  Public  dispatches  to  Gibraltar,  and  on  your 
arrivd   there,  you  will  deliver  my  letter  to  his  Excellency 
General  Sir  Thomas  Trigge,  and  keep  those  (in  case  the  S^ 
ease  still  continues)  for  the  Donegal  and  Medusa  to  be  fo^ 
warded  by  La  Sophie  or  Halcyon,  as  early  as  possible.    On 
your  passage  from  hence  to  Gibraltar,  I  must  desire  you  will 
be  particularly  careful,  and  not  allow  the  Elsperance  to  be 
boarded  by  any  Spanish  Ship  or  Vessel  of  War,  or  suffer  her 
to  be  placed  in  any  situation  under  their  Forts  or  Batteries, 
or  otherwise,  that  may  subject  her  to  detention  or  capture,  as 
the  intentions  of  Spain  are  at  this  moment  very  uncertain 
with  respect  to  our  Country.     After  having  disposed  of  the 
dispatches  as  above  mentioned,  you  will  return  to  the  com- 
mand of  his  Majesty's  Prison-Ship  Guerrier,  taking  particular 
care  of  the  people  on  board  UEsperance,  till  an  opportunity 
offers  for  joining  their  proper  Ship,  and  deliver  L'Esperance 
into  the  charge  of  the  Halcyon,  or  her  Agents. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  SIR  ALEXANDER  BALL,  BART^  MALTA. 

[Autograph,  in  the  possession  of  Sir  William  Keith  Ball,  Bart] 

Victory,  November  10th,  1804. 

My  dear  Ball, 
Captain  Moore  has  thought  fit  to  take  home  with  him  the 
Amphion,  and  I  think  very  probable  he  would  Gore,  had  he 
not  separated  from  him  in  pursuit  of  one  of  the  Spanish  Fri- 
gates,' which,  after  striking,  attempted  to  get  away.  Gore,  in 
a  very  leaky  Ship,  would  not  proceed  to  England,  but  sent 
the  Lively  home  with  her ;  yet  I  have  no  accounts  of  a  War, 

*  La  Fama. 
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nd  what  is  more  curious,  an  EngliHh  Ship  from  London, 
'tich  came  out  under  Convoj'  of  the  Lively,  entered  Cudiz, 
le  day  of  the  Action.  The  Merchants  arc  pulling  me  to 
ieces  for  Convoy,  and  I  have  been  obliged  to  order  the 
irTow(Captain  Vincent  having  made  such  complaiutsof  her), 
od  the  Acheron  Bomb,  to  take  charge  of  the  Convoy  from 
lalta.  Sir  Richard  Strachan  is  gone  outside  the  Strait^ 
od  a  Frigate  must  go  in  the  room  of  the  Amphion.  The 
opbie  has  so  many  complaints,  that  I  much  doubt  her  being 
parable ;  but  if  it  is  a  Spanish  War,  these  gentlemen  may 
>t  be  so  anxious  to  get  home.  The  Admirally  have  directed 
e  to  keep  a  Frigate  with  the  King  of  Sardinia,  (I  liave  sent 
ano  to  Gaeta,)  and  to  place  a  Naval  Force  for  the  protection 
rSanlinia.  Sometimes  I  smile,  sometimes  I  am  angry;  fur 
I  the  same  packet.  Lord  Melville  says,  '  We  can  send  you 
Dthing.'  I  have  before  wrote  to  General  Villettes  to  keep 
le  2000  Troops  ready  fur  embarkation,  and  I  shall  touch 
pon  it  again. 

The  Milbrook  arrived  at  Lisbon,  October  9tb — five  days 
wm  Falmouth.  Air.  Frere*  received  the  ultimatum  of  our 
lovemment  the  16ih.  It  was  to  be  decisive  in  twenty-four 
ours;  but  20ib  he  had  an  audience — no  result;  and  he  had 
le  tertian  ague.  On  the  27th  be  had  not  had  a  second 
udience,  saying  he  was  ill,  and  could  not  attend  to  business, 
!ould  you  believe  all  this  ?  Bui  it  is  too  true — shame,  shame! 
aerefore,  here  I  am  completely  in  (he  dark.  I  wonder  my 
accessor  is  not  arrived :  I  shall  have  a  winter's  pass^e. 

The  fever  abates  at  Gibraltar:  500  Troops  have  died — 1612 
nhabitants.  At  Malaga  it  has  ceased,  and  at  Alicant.  Mr. 
'rice,  our  Pro-Consul  at  Carlhagena,  is  dead.  Deaths  at 
lalaga— Clergy,  114;  Friars,81;  Nuns,  76;  Physcians,  20 ; 


■  On  (be  Olli  ot  Novcniber,  Mr.  Frere  demanded  Ilia  Puspaita :  on  (be  2Hb,  Ilia 
ourt  of  Madrid  Ifsaed  i  Dtcnt,  Billing  UjbI  Ibe  Eiiglit^li  haiing  attiulied  Sptuiiih 
hipn  of  War,  and  detained  MercLaul  Veawla,  repti-a1»  were  lo  be  made  on  Briliab 
■npeny ;  and  on  the  l^lli  of  Dewmber,  SpMU  formally  declared  Wai  againil  Eiig- 
ud.  Ou  Ihe  Klib  of  Deoemb«r,  an  Order  in  CouncQ  appeared,  forbidding  taj 
ritJKh  Sbip  to  enur  anj  Port  of  Spain,  and  directing  a  general  Embargo  lo  be  laid 
1  all  Spanisb  Sliip*  in  the  Porto  of  Great  Britain,  wbieh  «a<i  followed  an  the  Itlti 
'  JaDaary,  IHOa,  by  a  Declaration  ot  War. 
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Troops  in  Garrison,  1206  ;  African  Cgrps,  101 ;  IndiTB 
19,843. 

God  bless  yon,  my  dear  Ball;  ever  most  &ithfullja 
friend, 

Nelson  ahd  Bm 


TO  CAPTAIN  WILLIAM  DURBAN,  H.U.  SHIP  AMB08CJ 
[Order- Boot] 

Viciot7,  M  Sen,  12ih  Novemtwr,  UOL 
You  are  hereby  required  and  directed  to  proceed  imnw 
diately,  with  his  Majesty's  Ship  Ambuscade  under  your  com- 
mand, off  Barcelona,  and  send  an  Officer  on  shore  with  mj 
Public  dispaichcs,  herewith  transmitted  to  Mr.  Giberl,  hii 
Majesty's  Pro-Consul  at  thai  place,  with  directions  lo  wait  in 
his  Boat  until  the  Pro-Consul  has  answered  my  letters;  and 
the  moment  he  has  received  it,  with  such  other  letters,  &c.,  as 
Mr.  Gibort  may  have  to  send,  you  will  direct  liis  immediate 
return  to  the  Ambuscade.  In  the  meantime,  you  will  send 
on  Officer  to  an  English  Merchant- Vessel  laying  at  Barcelona, 
who,  I  Bliould  suppose,  from  the  late  circular  letter  from  Mr- 
Hunter,  would  be  desirous  of  quitting  that  place;  and  in 
case  the  Master  of  her  should  be  so  disposed,  it  is  my  directions 
that  you  take  the  said  Vessel  under  your  protection,  and  convoy 
her  to  the  Fleet :  otherwise,  you  will  demand  his  reasons  ftff 
not  accompanying  you,  in  writing.  As  you  are  apprised  of 
the  doubtful  intentions  of  Spain,  tC  ts  not  necessary  to  recom- 
mend the  greatest  caution  in  performing  this  service,  which 
you  will  do  with  as  much  expedition  as  possible,  and  join  me 
on  Rendezvous  No.  97  with  all  dispatch. 

Nelson  and  Bhosth. 


TO  WILLUM  MARSDEN,  E3Q„  ADMIRALTY. 

[AnlngTuph,  in  iLe  Adnuniltj.] 

Viclory,  oif  Borcelonk,  November  I-ltli.  1901. 


Sir, 

The  appearances  of  a  rupture  with  Spwn  induced  me  to 
roceed  oflf  this  ])lace,  in  hopes  of  hearing  from  his  Majesty's 
iiaister  at  the  Court  of  Madrid;  or,  should  be  not  think  it 
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■  proper  to  write  to  me,  that  I  might  be  able  to  form  a  judgment 

wliether  War  or  Peace  was  likely  to  lake  place,  of  the  uncer- 

I  teinty  which,  for  some  weeks  past,  has  prevailed.     For  this 

s  I  sent  the  Fi^ard  to  Kosas  for  the  purpose  of  watch- 

,  and  desiring  water  and  refreshments.     The   Governor 

Bemed  very  anxious  that  be  should  anchor  between  the  Forta, 

1  he  told  the  Officer  the  Ship  should  be  furnished  with 

latever  she  wanted.     In  short,  his  conduct,  from  rudeness, 

s  so  polite,  that  no  doubt  was  entertained  in  Lord  Mark 

[err*s  mind  of  the  views  of  the  Spauish  Governor,  and  he 

ined  me  lust  night. 

kThe  Ambuscade,  which  I  stationed  off  Barcelona,  joined 

!  this  morning,  with  a  Merchant  Brig  which  was  lying  in 

1  Roads.     She  was  yesterday,  on  her  attenipting  to 

1  the  Ambuscade,  fired  at  by  the  batteries,  and  very  much 

[oaged,  hut  she  escaped.     The  enclosed  letter  from  Mr. 

rere  has  made  me  give  orders  for  the  general  seizure  of  all 

jiish  Vessels,  whether  of  War  or  Merchaudize.    I  have  the 

r  to  be,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 
►  The  Fleet  is  perfection  itself.     Wc  have  just  captured  ft  1 
mplete  Regiment  going  to  Minorca.' 


TP  THE  RESPECTIVE  CAPTAINS  AND  COMMANDERS  OF  HIS  I 
majesty's  ships  and  vessels  on  THE  MEDITERRANEAN  \ 
STATION. 

[From  a  Copy  in  tlio  Admiralty.] 

Viciiirj,  al  Sea,  l.'illi  Novembe 

Whereas  Hostilities'  have  commenced  between  Great  Britain 
and  the  Court  of  Spain ;  You  are  hereby  required  and  di- 

■  "  TLoradsy,  l^iOi  NoTember.  a.u,  BoRidid  ui  ImperiiJ  Sbip  from  Duoclana. 
At  7'ia,  .£11111  bouded  a  Simniali  Bark.  Iiariug  Troops  onboard.  At  0'30,  Am-  ' 
buKule  bouded  a  Vetitrl  under  Spauisb  colours,  bating  troops  oubaard.  At  I0'30, 
SpVDCEi  boarded  a  Ship,  nnder  Bnasian  coloDrs,  baling  Spanisb  troapa  onboard.' 
—VicUiry't  Log.  ■'  On  Ibe  I8H)  of  November,  Loid  Nelson  Bent  Ibe  Offlccn,  &e. 
belonging  to  tbc  Spnuiib  Rvgimerjt  onboard  a  Swedish  Sbip  for  Barcelona." — IHd. 
"  Mouday,  tilth  Noieraber.  a.m.  At  T'iU.  Eiwllcnt  detained  the  Dona  A.' 
Spaniah  Schooner  of  Vi'nr .'— /Airf. 

*  The  BaUnien  of  Barcelona  bavini;,  ax  Lord  Nettion  supposed,  Bred  on 
ilsfa  Brig;  bni  it  ^pean,  from  liis  letter  lo  Mr.Mandeu,of  the  23rd  o(No«enbq 
thai  be  had  been  mieinformed.    Vide  p.  377.  post. 
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reeled^  on  falling  in  with  any  Spanish  Ship  or  Vessel  of  Wi 
or  Merchantman  belonging  to  the  Subjects  of  his  Ci 
Majesty^  or  which  may  have  Spanish  property  on  board, 
on  doing  so^  you  will  use  your  utmost  endeavour  to  captmi^li 
seize^  bum,  sink,  or  destroy  them.     In  the  event  of  yourdp-F 
turing  any  of  their  Merchant  Vessels,  or  which  may  hm 
Spaniph  property  on  board,  I  must  desire  that  the  stricter : 
orders  are  given  to  the  Officers  sent  into  Port  with  such  Me^ 
chant  Vessels,  to  see  that  their  hatches  are  immediately  locked 
and  sealed  up,  and  also  that  all  the  Ship's  papers  are  sealed 
up  and  taken  care  of,  that  no  embezzlement  of  any  kind  what* 
ever  do  take  place,  as  they  will  answer  the  contrary  at  their 
peril.     As  condemnation  cannot  take  place  until  his  Majestj^s 
pleasure  is  signified,  it  is  my  most  positive  directions  that  d 
Vessels  having  perishable  cargoes  on  board  are,  immediatelj 
on  their  arriv^  in  Port,  delivered  into  the  hands  of  the  Vice- 
Admiralty  Court,  to  be  disposed  of  as  the  Judge  shall  tlunk 
proper  to  direct 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  CAPTAIiV  HILLYAR,  H.M.  SHIP  NIGER. 

[From  a  Copy  in  the  Admiralty.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  15th  November,  1804. 

You  are  hereby  required  and  directed  to  proceed  with  the 
utmost  expedition,  in  his  Majesty's  Ship  Niger,  under  your 
command,  through  the  Straits  and  off  Cape  Spartel,  where 
you  may  expect  to  meet  his  Majesty's  Ship  Donegal,  or 
between  that  and  Cape  St.  Vincent,  and  on  joining  her,  you 
will  deliver  my  letter,  herewith  transmitted,  to  Captain  Sir 
Richard  John  Strachan,  Bart.,  put  yourself  under  his  com- 
mand, and  follow  his  orders  for  your  further  proceedings.  In 
the  event  of  your  falling  in  with  any  Spanish  Ship  or  Vessel 
of  War,  or  Merchantman,  on  your  way  to  join  the  Donegal, 
you  will  detain  her,  and  send  her  to  Gibraltar  or  Malta,  as 
may  be  most  convenient,  agreeable  to  the  copy  of  my  general 
order  of  this  date,  herewith  delivered. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

If  you  see  either  Halcyon  or  Sophie,  they  will  probably  be 


KT.  46.3  LETTERS.  273 

ible  to  tell  exactly  the  position  Sir  Richanl  Strachan  may 
Have  taken.  Keep  company  with  the  Tigre  until  you  are 
past  Cape  de  Gatte,  and  Captain  Hallowcll  makes  the  signal 
to  separate. 


To  THE  RESPECTIVE  CAPTAINS  AND  COMMANDERS  OF  HIS 
majesty's  ships  and  vessels  on  the  MEDITEaHANEAN 
STATION. 

ot  MiM  Ballon,  of  BuraUwn  ] 


Victory,  U  Sei,  [iboul  IStb]  November,  1801. 

Whereas  I  juilge  it  proper,  under  the  present  uncertain 
itfite  of  affairs  between  Great  Britain  and  the  Court  of  Spain, 
hat  all  Spanish  Ships  and  Vessels  of  War,  as  well  as  the 
Trade  of  his  Catholic  Majesiy,  shall  be  detained  till  further 
trders.  You  are  hereby  required  and  directed  to  detain  all 
Spanish  Ships  and  Vessels  of  War,  or  Merchantmen  (Vessels 
aderi  with  corn  excepted)  belonging  to  the  Subjects  of  his 
Z^atholic  Majesty,  which  you  may  fall  in  with,  and  send  them 
titber  to  Gibraltar  or  Malta,  as  circumstances  shall  render 
lecessary ;  hut  I  must  desire  that  the  Masters  and  such  of  the 
[!rew8  of  the  said  Vessels  as  may  be  left  on  board  and  sent 
nto  Port,  are  treated  with  the  utmost  attention,  and  allowed 
»  remain  in  their  respeclivo  Vessels,  under  the  necessary 
:irecaution,  till  further  orders:  and  it  is  my  most  positive 
lirections  that  the  Officers  sent  into  Port  with  such  detained 
(Teasels,  see  that  their  hatches  are  iuimediately  locked  and 
tealed  up,  and  that  all  the  Ship's  papers  arc  likewise  scaled 
op,  and  kept  in  the  Officer's  possession,  till  orders  are  given 
Tor  their  being  delivered  up  to  their  owners,  or  otherwise  dis- 
posed of;  and  on  no  account  or  consideration  whatever,  to 
iuffer  any  part  of  their  cargoes  to  be  taken  away,  or  otherwise 
embezzled,  as  they  wilt  answer  the  contrary  at  their  peril. 

Vessels  whether  Neutral,  or  belonging  to  the  Subjects  of 
tiis  Catholic  Majesty,  laden  with  corn,  are  not  to  be  detained 
for  the  present,  but  suffered  to  proceed  to  their  destination, 
^if  to  any  Port  in  Spain,)  as  mentioned  in  their  Lordships' 
»rder,  dated  the  24th  August  1K04,  and  issued  to  the  Fleet  on 
:be  4th  October  following. 


TO  CAPTAIN  BENJAMIN  HALLOWELL,  II.M.  SHIP  1 


[Pram  ■  Copy  in  tbe  pi 


[Abnu 


You  are,  in  consequence  of  the  circumstances  aboi 
hereby  required  and  directed  to  take  his  Majt 
named  in  the  mai^in  under  your  command,  and  pi 
mediately  with  her  off  Cape  dc  Gattc,  and  in  the 
falling  in  with  the  Spanish  Frigates  above-mentioned*) 
object  of  their  cruizing  must  certainly  be  with  hi 
tions  against  the  Trade  of  bis  Majesty's  Subjects)  yoa 
your  best  endeavours  to  capture  them,  should  they 
resist ;  otherwise  you  will  detain  and  bring  them  wll 
the  Fleet,  until  such  time  as  the  result  of  the  presei 
dcrstanding  between  Great  Britain  and  the  Court 
shall  be  officially  known.  In  the  executioD  of  this 
should  you  fall  in  with  any  Spanish  Merchant-Ship 
(those  laden  with  corn  excepted,)  it  is  my  direcl 
you  detain  her,  and  send  her  to  Gibraltar  or  Malta, 
may  from  circumstances  find  necessary  ;  but  I  must  denn 
recommend  that  tbe  Masters  and  Crews  of  the  said  Vessel 
which  may  be  left  on  board  them  and  sent  into  Port, 
treated  with  the  utmost  attention,  and  allowed  to  remain  h 
their  respective  Vessels,  under  the  necessary  precautious  unl 
further  orders.  And  you  will  give  the  most  strict  and  positin 
orders  to  the  Officers  sent  in  with  such  dettuned  Vessel^ 
that  their  hatches  are  locked  and  sealed  up,  and  on  no  account 
or  consideration  whatever,  suffer  any  part  of  their  cargooB  to 
be  taken  away,  or  otherwise  embezzled ;  and  likewise  that  lU 
the  Ship's  papers  are  sealed  up,  and  reserved  in  the  OflEksB* 
possession  till  called  for,  as  they  will  answer  the  contraiy  at 
their  peril.  Vessels,  whether  Neutral  or  belonging  to  tbe 
Subjects  of  his  Catholic  Majesty,  laden  with  com,  are  notW 
be  detained  for  the  present,  but  suffered  to  proceed  to  thof 
destination,  (if  to  any  Port  in  Spain,)  as  mentioned  in  iheiT 
Lordships'  order,  dated  the  24th  August  1804,  and  issued  O 
the  Fleet  on  the  4th  October  following. 

Should  you  not  find  any  Spanish  Ships  or  Vessels  of  Wtf 
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liising  off  Cape  de  Gattc,  you  may  proceed  a  few  lea^;aei 
Irihcr  to  the  Wcslnard,  and  after  Laving  delivered  my  order, 
with  transmitted,  to  Capita  ,  jou  will  return 

d  join  the  Squadron  on  Rcndeivous  'So.  97,  with  all  eipe- 
tioQ,  where  you  will  find  me,  or  orders  for  your  furtber 


Nblsom  i 


3  Bboktk. 


[Anlogtaph  dnughl,  in  thp  pouHsjaii  of  Ulai  Ballos.  of 

[Abanl  15th  Notenber.  1*01.} 

[Having,  on  November  10th,  received  from  John  Hunter, 
.,  U.M.Consul-General  at  Madrid,a  leitcr.dated  November 
d,  enclosing  a  copy  of  his  circular  letter  to  the  Consuls  io 
I  the  Ports  in  Spain,  stating  that  Mr.  Frere  bad,  on  the  2ad 
'ember,  repeated  his  demands  for  satisfaction  upon  certain 
ftnnts,  and  that  if  a  satisfactory  anitwcr  was  not  speedily  re- 
turned, be  is  determined  to  leave  ibis  Court,  and  proceed  oo   i 
his    return   lo   London,    and    that  he  should  not  tail  to  ac-   I 
quaiDt  the  Consuls  when  this  important  business  is  finallj  I 
decided ;  And  not  having  received  any  accounts  from  Mr,  H.  J 
since  his  letter  of  November  3rd,  I  have  every  reason  to  be-  I 
Here  that  no  further   communication   is  permitted   by  the   [ 
Spanish  Government,  and  from  the  recent  conduct  of  the 
Spaniards  .  .  .  [/rnprr/ecf.] 


TO  [the  commissioners  of  the  navy?] 


[Frui 


1  Copy  JD 


of  ttn,  CoDirait.] 
Violory,  ■!  Sn,  SOdi  NoTenbcr,  leU. 


Gentlemen, 

In  further  answer  lo  your  loiter  of  the  25lh  June  last,  rela-  \ 
live  to  my  opinion  of  the  Guernsey  jackets  of  a  new  manu-  | 
fttclure,   as   therein-mentioned,   (which   were   issued   to   th« 
Seamen  on  the   14th  October,)  and  what  further  supply  of 
them  may  be  necessary  for  the  Squadron  under  my  command, 
I  must  beg   leave  to  observe  that  the  quality  of  the  said 
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Guernsey  jackets  is  most  excellent,  but  that  Ihey  are  conadn- 
ably  too  narrow  and  short  to  be  tucked  into  the  Men's  Irowjet* 
It  ia,  therefore,  my  opinion,  that  they  ought  to  be  at  least  ihn* 
inches  wider,  and  six  longer.     Indeed,  if  they  were  ten  incbei 
or  a  foot,  it  would  be  so  much  better,  as  they  ehrink  very 
sidcrahly  in  washing ;  and  when  the  Seamen  are  on  the  jarii, 
reefing  or  furling  sails,  the  jacket  rubs  out  of  their  troween, 
and  exposes  them  to  great  danger  of  taking  cold  in  their  loins; 
so  that,  with  this  alteration,  which  is  particularly  neccssan, 
they  certainly  would  be  the  best  and  most  valuable  slops  lb>t 
ever  were  iniroduced  into  the  Service,  and  be  the   means  of 
saving  many  a  good  Seaman's  life.     With  respect  to  the  quao- 
tity  required,  it  would  not  be  too  many  to  send  out  one  ix 
every  Seaman  in  the  Fleet.     Perhajw  the  Guernsey  jsckeli 
in  its  present  state,  might  answer  the  largest  of  the  boys, 
am,  Gentlemen,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bsonte. 


TO  WILLIAM  MAR8DEN,  ESQ.,  ADMIRALTY. 

[OrigiQBl,  in  ibe  Adminltj.] 

Viclory.  at  Sen.  aOth  NoTember,  ISB 
Sir, 

You  will  please  to  acquaint  the  Lords  Commissioners  a 
the  Admiralty,  that  the  Squadron  under  my  command  detained 
the  Spanish  Schooner  Ventura,  off  Barcelona,  yesterday  a 
ing;  and  as  she  is  a  remarkably  fine  Vessel,  well  founi^ 
mounting  eight  brass  four- pounders,  and  in  every  respect  cal-' 
culaled  for  the  service  of  this  Country,  it  is  my  iniention  tol 
send  her  to  Malta  to  be  surveyed;  and  if  found  in  good  con-) 
dition,  to  be  valued,  and  taken  into  his  Majesty's  Service,  ar. 
Vessels  of  this  description  are  particularly  wanted  on  tlii«l 
station,  which  I  hope  will  meet  their  Lordships'  approbation.  | 

You  will  also  please  to  acquaint  their  Lordshijts  that  tbftj 
Squadron  detained  this  forenoon  a  large  Dutch-built  Shtp,l 
upwards  of  three  hundred  and  eight  tons,  bound  to  Barcelona,! 
laden,  with  knees,  floor,  and  compass  timbers,  for  the  Spanish 
Navy,  which  I  have  sent  to  the  Naval  Yard  at  Malta,  in  ordel 
that  Commissioner  Otway  may  keep  such  part  of  it  as  may  b 
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jDteci  for  his  Majesty's  Ships  un  this  station,  and  send  the  1 
It  to  England  (should  he  be  required  to  do  bo)  after  he  haa  .1 
a  and  examiDcd  iL     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ.,  ADMIRALTV. 
[Originnl,  in  itae  Adininll}'.] 

Victoij,  ■!  8e«,  November  33rd.  ISM. 

■In  my  letter  of  the  15th  instant,  I  informed  you  that  an 
f  lish  Brig  that  was  laying  at  Barcelona,  un  attempting  to 
the  Ambuscade,  was  fired  upon  by  the  batteries,  and 
f  much  damaged :  this  was  an  information  I  received  pre- 
s  to  that  Ship's  joining  me  ;  and  there  being  an  English 
iel  at  Barcelona,  which  I  had  directed  Captain  Durban  to 
T  out  wilii  him,  from  the  suspicious  conduct  of  Spain,  I 
i  full  credit  to  the  report.  I  have  since,  however,  been 
informed  otherwise,  and  that  the  English  Vessel  alluded  to 
was  sent  from  Barcelona  to  perform  quarantine  at  Mahon,  but 
on  her  attempting  to  enter  that  place,  she  was  fired  upon  by 
the  batteries,  and  very  much  damaged— perhaps  from  its 
being  considered  she  had  the  plague  aboard,  or  come  from 
some  place  where  It  was  raging.  The  said  Vessel  afterwards 
fell  in  with  the  Ambuscade,  and  joined  the  Squadron  in  com- 
pany with  her.  I  judge  it  proper  to  clear  up  this  mistake, 
lest  hereafter  it  may  become  a  matter  of  public  discussion 
with  Spain.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


I  TO  ALEXANDER  DAVISON,  ESQ. 

^1  -    [Antogrftph,  in  tbe  poRseuion  of  Colonel  DaviHan.] 

Vicwrj.  NoTember  23rcl.  1804, 

My  dear  Davison, 
Why  my  successor  is  not  arrived,  I  cannot  guess.  A 
Spanish  War,  I  should  have  thought  would  have  been  a  spur 
to  him.  I  am  likely  to  have  tbe  very  coldest  month  (January) 
to  arrive  in :  and  in  that  case  I  am  fearful  that  March  or 
April  would  suit  me  better.     I  never  did,  or  ever  shall,  desert 


ihe  service  of  my  Country;  but  what  can  I  do  i 
serve  till  I  drop.     If  I  take  some  little  care  of  myself 
yet  live  to  perform  some  good  service.     My  cough  I 
bad,  and  it  brings  forth  the  effect  of  my  blow  of  tf 
February.'    We  are  a  Ultle  alert  at  the  prospect  of  the  1 
Fleet  putting  to  Bea :  I  yet  hope  it  will  happen   1 
departure.     How  are  you  ?     Keep  up  your  spirits, 
her  me  kindly  to  Nepean.     He  is  at  the  Board,  I  a 
long  before  this  time.     I  am  expecting  a  Vessel  &om  I 
every  moment.     It  is  now  two  months  since  the  Jol 
sailed.     God  bless  you,  my  dear  Davison,  and  belfe 
ever  your  most  faithfiil  and  aSeetionate  friend. 

Nelson  and  Bm 


TO  LADY  HAMILTON. 


[From  "  Lonl  N 


a  Lwlf  Hamiltoii,'  vol.  ii.  p.  8S.J 


As  all  our  communication  with  Spain  is  at  an  end,  I  ci 
now  only  expect  to  hear  from  my  own  dear  Emma  by  the 
very  slow  mode  of  Admiralty  Vessels,  and  it  is  now  more  thin 
two  months  since  the  John  Bull  sailed,  I  much  fear,  i 
thing  has  been  taken;  for  they  never  would,  I  am  sure,  luTt 
kept  me  so  long  in  the  dark.  However,  by  management,  and 
a  portion  of  good  luck,  I  got  the  account  from  Madrid,  in 
much  shorter  space  of  time  than  I  could  have  ho|>ed  for;  and 
I  have  set  the  whole  Mediterranean  to  work,  and  think  the 
Fleet  cannot  fail  of  being  successful ;  and  if  I  had  had  tlw 
spare  Troops  at  Malta  at  my  disposal,  Minorca  would  at  thii 

moment  have  had  EugUsh  colours  flying Where  is  tny 

successor?  I  am  not  a  little  surprised  at  his  not  anivii^' 
A  Spanish  War,  I  thought,  would  have  hastened  him,  Mim^ 
tcrs  could  not  have  thought  that  I  wanted  to  fly  the  Service; 
my  whole  life  has  proved  the  contrary :  and  if  they  refuse  me 
now,  I  shall  most  certainly  leave  this  Country  in  March  of 
April ;  for  a  few  montlis'  rest  I  must  have,  very  soon.  If, 
am  in  my  grave,  what  are  the  mines  of  Peru  to  me  I  But, 
say  the  truth,  I  have  no  idea  of  killing  myself.     I  may,  wid 

'  The  Bmile  of  Si.  Vincent. 


',  live  yet  to  do  good  service  to  the  Slate.  My  cough  b 
J  had;  and  my  side,  where  I  v/as  struck  on  the  14th  of 
^bmary,  is  very  much  swelled ;  at  times,  a  lump  as  large  as 
f  fist,  brought  on  occasionally  by  violent  coughing ;  but  I 
e  and  believe  my  lungs  are  yet  safe.  Sir  William  Bolton 
:t  arrived  from  ]Matta.  I  am  preparing  to  send  him  a 
^  where  he  will  have  the  best  chance  I  can  give  him  of 
Icing  ten  thousand  pounds.     He  ia  a  very  attentive,  good, 

J  man. 

[  have  not  beard  from  Naples  this  age.     I  have,  in  fact,  no 
ball  Craft  (o  send  for  news.     If  I  am  soon  to  go  home,  I 

kII  be  with  you  before  this  letter. As  our  meaus  of 

tnmunicating  arc  cut  o£F,  I  have  only  to  beg  you  will  not 
lieve  the  idle  rumours  of  Battles,  &c 


TO  COMMISSIONER  OTW 


[Autograph,  iu 


of  Bpu  Admtnl  Ingleiteld,  C.B.} 


Victory,  Novemher  34l1i,  1801. 

My  dear  Sir, 

Yesterday  the  Childers  brought  me  your  letter  of  the  5th, 
and  I  have  dispatched  her  to  Gibraltar;  for  I  have  not  heard 
from  that  place  since  October  22nd.  I  had  then  a  letter  from 
one  of  the  great  men  of  the  Rock — Joe  King.'  He  says  all 
the  Clerks  except  one  are  dead  ;  that  he  is  fatigued  with 
burying  the  dead  ;  and  that  they  arc  all  much  obliged  by 
Mr.  Pownall's'  attention.  I  therefore  am  anxious  to  bear  that 
even  the  Bock  is  in  our  possession. 

I  send  Mr,  Jones,  Boatswain  of  the  Victory.  He  is  an  in- 
valuable man  ;  and  should  you  want  a  Builder,  I  can  say  as 
much,  or  more,  for  Mr.  Bonce,  Carpenter  of  the  Victory. 
Nature,  I  am  sure,  has  fitted  him  for  such  a  place.  Kcat^ 
dines  here  to-day,  and  I  will  sec  if  he  chooses  to  send  his 
man,  which  I  thought  he  had  arranged  with  you,  when  with 
ilie  Fleet.  You  are  so  attentive  to  all  our  wants,  that  I  am 
you  will   very  soon   procure  canvas  for  us.     Captain 


i.  p.  as7. 


Hardy  has  a  mizen- topsail  made  of  Neapulitan  oau 
Las  been  five  months  in  wear,  and  as  we  have  tbe 
of  laylug-tD  with  that  sail,  it  h&s  had  tutich  wear,  and  we  find 
it  very  excellent,  and  far  preferable  to  English  canvas ;  for  u 
there  is  no  gum  or  size  to  fill  up  the  pores,  it  does  not  niildev. 
Captain  Hardy  desires  rae  to  say  that  our  top-lining  is  of 
Neapolitan  canvas,  which  bears  the  beating  much  belter  than 
the  harsh  English  canvas.  I  fear  Mr.  James,  at  Naples  has 
not  been  latterly  so  correct  in  the  materials  for  making  beds; 
but  none  of  these  people  can  be  trusted. 

Will  you  write  about  Mr.  Lawson  to  the  Navy  Board  ?  He 
must  consider  that  he  cannot  be  an  Agent,  if  appointed 
Master- Attend  ant.  I  never  saw  Mr.  Eaton,  but  my  opinion 
of  him  was  formed  some  years  ago ;  and  from  all  I  hear,  I 
have  no  reason  to  alter  it.  He  is,  as  Burke  said  of  a  noble 
Marquis,  '  a  giant  in  promises,  a  pigmy  in  performances.'  I 
have  repeatedly  wrote  to  the  Navy  Board  about  Muster-paper. 
Hpw  can  they  expect  the  regular  Monthly  Books  ?  But  I 
will  renew  the  application,  although,  in  general,  they  attend 
more  to  a  Brother  Commissioner  than  a  Sailor-man. 

I  much  fear,  my  dear  Commissioner,  that  I  did  not  psj 
you  all  that  attention  that  I  wished.  Our  weather  was  bad, 
and  I  had  you  not  on  hoard  the  Victory,  (although  our  friend 
took  more  real  care  of  you  than  I  could,)  which  was  wrong. 
We  have  a  report  of  three  Spanish  Frigates  being  off  Cape 
de  Gatte.  I  have  sent  Hallowell  to  take  them,  with  Fisgard 
and  Niger ;  and  if  the  report  is  true,  he  will  do  iL  I  con- 
gratulate you  upon  yourvery  fortunate  escape  from  Gibraltar; 
and  that  good  fortune  in  every  other  way  may  equally  attend 
you,  is  the  very  sincere  wish  of,  my  dear  Sir,  your  much 
obliged. 

Nelson  and  Bronte, 

The  Schooner,  with  the  Boatswain,  and  working  foreman 
of  the  Blacksmiths,  will  go  to  Malta  in  a  few  days. 


ssf 


TO  SIR  ALEXANDER  JOHN  BALL,  BART. 


[Anlognph,  ii 


h  Ball.  Bart.] 
OTPmberaSth,  ]SI(M. 


I  Most  Secret. 

My  dear  Ball, 
Lieutenant,  late  of  the  Bittern,  who  came  down  in  the 
Childers,  lold  mc,  that  in  the  Mouth  of  the  Adriatic  they  fell 
ID  with  the  Algerine  Fleet,  consisting  of  three  Frigates  and 
nine  Corvettes ;  but  aa  Captnin  Corbet  has  not  mentioned  it, 
I  should  almost  doubt  it,  but  &om  the  circumstantial  account 
Lieutenant  Nichulas'  gave.  Now,  if  this  is  really  so,  I  should 
like  to  know  it,  and  if  ihey  are  still  at  sea,  for  I  have  the  very 
greatest  inclination,  if  I  could  lay  my  hands  upon  the  whole 
Fleet,  to  way-lay  them,  for  they  have,  in  my  opinion,  insulted 
us  beyond  what  we  ought  to  have  suffered.  I  never  would 
have  given  up  a  single  point,  for  it  only  encourages  them  in 
their  more  insolent  demands.  But  if  you  can  tell  me  that  his 
Cmizers  have  this  year  taken  a  single  Maltese  Vessel,  I  will 
try  and  lake  o[  destroy  his  whole  Fleet,  for  I  can  stretch  over 
to  the  Coast  of  Barbury,  between  Tunis  and  Algiers ;  but  I 
will  not  strike  unless  I  can  hit  him  hard,  for  I  would  sooner 
allow  two  or  three  of  his  small  Cruizers  to  pass  unmolested 
than  to  give  the  scoundrel  an  idea  of  my  intentions.  All  or 
none,  is  my  motto. 

I  shall  send  the  Schooner  in  a  few  days ;  this  Settee*  is  the 
Majorca  Packet,  and  sails  very  fast.  She  would  be,  I  should 
think,  a  more  effectual  Vessel  for  taking  the  small  Privateera 
upon  the  Coast  of  Sicily  than  any  of  the  Schooners,  and  would, 
with  very  little  expense,  make  a  proper  Malta  Government 
Veasel.     I  am  ever,  my  dear  Ball,  most  faithfully  yours, 

Nelson  and  Brohte. 
ripel  thinks  the  French  Fleet  is  upon  the  point  of  sailing 
B  Toulon.     I  am  ready  for  them. 

U>  p.  100.  uite. 
%  Spanwb  Setlec,  which  wuh  captured  h;  llie  Prize  Schaoofr  Bonn  Adieiilun. 
krfap  betbre, 


[IBM,^ 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN.  ESQ.,  ADMIRALTY. 

[Original,  ID  the  Admiralty.] 

Virforj,  U  8i-«,  26lh  NoTcmlMt.  ISOt 

Sir, 
Having,  in  my  letter  of  the  20th  instant,  acquainted  jou, 
for  the  information  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  &i- 
miralty,  that  the  Squadron  under  my  commaDd  had  detaiu«l 
the  Spanish  Schooner  Ventura,  which  appeared  in  every  re- 
spect well  calculated  for  the  service  of  ibis  Country,  you  will 
please  to  acquaint  their  Lordships  that  as  Vessels  of  her  de- 
scription are  particularly  wanted  for  the  service  of  Malta,  I 
have  ordered  her  to  be  commissioned,  and  placed  under  the 
immediate  direction  of  Sir  Alexander  Ball ;  and  as  Offieen 
who  have  been  employed  in  such  Vessels  are  best  calculated 
to  command  them,  I  have,  at  his  own  request,  and  the  parti- 
cular recommendation  of  Captain  Sotheron,  appointed  Lieu- 
tenant Edward  Giles,'  of  the  Escellent,  who  has  been  on  this 
kind  of  service  before;  and  have  given  Mr.  Andrew  Reddle,' 
of  the  Victory,  an  order  to  act  as  Lieulenant  of  the  Excellent, 
in  his  room.  I  herewith  transmit  you  copies  ot  the  said  Act- 
ing Orders,  which  I  request  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  lay  be- 
fore the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  for  their 
information,  and  move  their  Lordships  to  confirm  them.     I 

NbLSOK  AMD  Bi 


TO  COMMISSIONER  OTWAY,  GIBRALTAR. 


[Autograpli,  in  lli«  pi 


.  of  Bear-Ailojirsl  Inglofiald,  C3.] 


Victory,  Diicembn  lit,  I 

My  dear  Sir, 

The  Schooner  is  far  too  heavily  gunned ;  therefore  I  beg  the 
four  eight-pounders  may  be  taken  from  her,  and  if  her  barri- 
cado  could  be  nearly  all  taken  away,  she  would  be  much 
better  for  the  service  she  is  destined  for,  of  sailing  and  row- 

v     When  you  get  supplies  of  copper,  I  would  have  her 

lul  Edwonl  Oilea  DliUined  llial  roDk  in  March  ITO!),  bet 

■In  DAcemher  If 30.  uid  died  abnut  li^J?. 

ibtw  fiaddio  died  a  Lienunuit  between  leut)  and  IBU- 
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wred,  or  she  would  roquire  a  clean  tallowed  bottom  every 
six  weeVa.  Hallowell  has  not  been  very  fortunate.  Tigre, 
Fisgard,  and  Niger  have  taken,  in  toto,  about  jE20,000.  Ad- 
miral Campbell  has  been  very  unwell,  but  is  better.  I  hope 
Malta  agrees  with  you.  Nothing  from  England  for  aeventy- 
two  days  I  I  am,  my  dear  Sir,  ever  your  most  obliged,  humble 
servant, 

I  Nelson  and  Bronte. 

Sir, 
herewith  transmit  you  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  Captain 
set,  of  his  Majesty's  Sloop  Bittern,  together  with  the  one 
Aercin  alluded  to,  addressed  to  Captain  Craeraft,  of  the 
Anson,  giving  an  account  of  the  capture  of  a  small  Privateer, 
tnounttng  one  gun,  by  the  Boats  of  the  said  Sloop,  on  the 
Coast  of  Ragusa,  which  you  will  please  to  lay  before  the 
Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  for  their  information. 
I  acD  concerned  to  observe  that  piracy  is  so  much  sanctioned 
in  these  seas  by  the  Neutral  Powers,  which  nothing  but  the 
strongest  remonstrances  can  prevent.     I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

NEI.BON  AND  Bronte. 


TO  WILLIAM  S1AR8DEN,  ESQ,  ADMIRALTY. 
[Originsl.  ID  iho  AiluiirnJly.] 

Viotury.  u  Sen.  InI  Denraib. 


TO  CAPTAIN  KEATS,  H.M.  8H1P  SUPERB. 
[Anlograpb,  iu  Ihc  puiscsaion  of  the  Bev.  Bicliuil  Keats.] 

ViclDi7.  Deoembcr  Srd,  1851. 


Mj  dear  Sir, 

I  suppose,  by  the  arrival  of  Sir  John  Orde'  in  our  vicinity, 
that  I  may  very  soon  be  your  troublesome  gncst ;'  therefore, 
that  I  may  not  hurry  your  Ship  too  much,  I  shall,  with  your 
leave,  send  soine  of  my  wine  to  the  Superb  this  morning — 
fotirtecn  casks,  and  about  eleven  or  twelve  caseB;  but,  my 

p  Viee-Ailmiral  Sii  Jolm  Orde.  who  tuw  b«en  freiineatlf  meDlioued.  was  iqiiioiiitn) 

fr.ln-Chief  of  a  Hquadron  oti  Cadiz.  whicL  siUioD  hod  preitomly  fuini 
Jtof  Lord  Nclwm'a  conunaDd.  ia  Oolober  IBUl. 
EXcnd  Nelaon  intanded  lo  lelutn  to  EugUiid  in  tlw  Superti. 


LETTEBS, 

dear  Sir,  there  are  bo  many  thia^  that  I  have  to  intrude  apoo 
your  goodness  for,  that  I  hardly  see  how  to  make  you  uij 
amends  for  the  trouble  I  shall  give.  We  shall  lay  to ;  there- 
fore, will  you  come  on  hoard  this  morning,  and  you  will  verj 
much  oblige. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  REAR-ADMIRAL  CAMPBELU* 

[From  K  Capf  in  the  Admirally.] 

Viclary,  DuctmbCT  4th,  IWH. 

Sir, 
It  was  with  the  sincerest  sorrow  that  I  received  your  lellH 
of  yesterday's  date,  stating  the  melancholy  account  of  your 
bad  stale  of  health,  and  that  in  your  opinion  it  was  absolutely 
necessary  you  should  ((O  immediately  to  England  for  its  i«- 
establishment,  of  whieh  opinion  I  find  is  also  (he  Physician  of 
the  Fleet  and  other  Medical  Gentlemen.  I  shall  therefore 
order  the  very  first  Frigate'  that  comes  to  the  Fleet,  to  bear 
your  Flag,  and  to  proceed  with  you  to  such  Port  in  England 
as  you  shall  direct  her  Captain  ;  and  I  do  most  sincerely  hupe 
that  your  health  wilt  be  soon  re-established,  and  that  you 
will  very  shortly  be  ^ain  at  sea,  where  you  have  so  long 
served  with  both  honour  and  advantage  to  your  King  and 
Country ;  and  I  beg  you  to  be  assured  that  my  most  sincere 
good  wishes  will  ever  attend  you,  and  that  I  am,  with  the  highest 
esteem  and  regard.  Sir,  your  most  faithful  and  affectionate 
Servant,  Nelson  and  Bbontb. 


TO  REAR-ADMIRAL  GEORGE  CAMPBELL,  H.M.  SHU'  CAN0PU3. 
[From  >  Copy  in  the  Admirallr.] 

Victor<r,  Bt  Sea.  4lli  Dtneatbet,  I80L 

Having  directed  the  Captain  of  his  Majesty's  Ship  Am- 
buscade to  put  himself  under  your  command,  and  follow  your 
orders  for  his  further  proceedings,  you  are  hereby  required 

■  Reu-Adinir>l  CunpheU  dipd  an  Admiral  of  the  Red,  ind  a  Gnuid  Cro»  of  Ihe 
flith,  on  the  syrd  of  Janinrr.  18-31. 

'  The  AmboBEnde,  Cupliiin  Durban,  having  rejoioeJ  Ihe  S^niidron  U  Noon,  OD 
tha  itb.  Lord  NelaoQ  ordered  ber  la  uke  Reu-Adminl  Campbell  bom«. 


j;t.  46.]  LETTERS.  285 

and  inBtrucled  to  shift  your  Flag  from  his  Majesty's  Ship 
Canopus  into  his  Majesty's  Ship  Ambuscade,  and  proceed 
direct  to  any  Port  in  England,  which  you  may  find  most  con- 
venient: and  on  your  arrival  you  will  direct  Captain  Durban, 
of  the  said  Ship,  to  wait  at  such  Port  until  he  receives  their 
Lordships'  orders  for  his  further  proceedings. 

Nelson  and  Bkonte. 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ.,  ADMIRALTV. 

.c  Admiral t;.] 

I'iotory,  m  Sea.  -lib  December,  18(14. 


[Origi, 


You  will  please  to  acquaint  the  Lords  Commissioners  of 
(he  Admiralty,  that  there  has  no  particular  occurrence  hap- 
pened in  the  Squadron,  since  my  letter  to  you  of  the  15th 
ultimo,  only  the  detention  of  two  or  three  Spanish  Vessels, 
which  have  been  sent  to  Malta;  one  of  them,  the  Pearl,  from 
Buenos  Ayres  and  Monte  Video,  had  upwards  of  106,000 
dollars  on  board,  in  gold  and  silver,  and  otherwise  a  valuable 
cai^o.  By  a  letter  from  Minorca  to  Barcelona,  detained  by 
the  Squadron,  it  appears  by  some  of  the  intercepted  letters, 
that  diey  have  been  some  time  expecting  a  War  with  England, 
and  have  been  putting  the  Forts  of  that  Island,  and  their 
Gun-boats,  &c.  in  a  state  for  active  defence;  hut  1  am  per- 
fecriy  satisfied  that  no  succour  of  Troops  has  yet  been  landed 
on  that  Island.     I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

IViciofT.  December  Slh,  IWIU. 
My  dear  Ball, 
o  Sir  John  Orde,  no  orders,  no  letters  from  England; 
very  extraordinary,  I  almost  begin  to  think  that  he  is  sent 
off  Cadiz  to  reap  the  golden  harvest,  as  Campbell  was  sent  off 
Cadiz  by  Comwallis  (by  orders  from  England)  to  reap  my 
sugar  harvest.  It's  very  odd,  two  Admiralties  to  treat  me  so : 
surely  I  have  dreamt  that  I  have  '  done  the  State  some  ser- 


TO  SIR  ALEXANDER  JOHN  BALL,  BAKT.,  MALTA. 
[Antognpb,  in  ibe  ponseasioa  oF  Sir  WiUuD  Keitli  Bull,  Bui.] 
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vice.'  But  never  mind ;  I  am  superior  lo  those  who  could 
treat  mo  »o.  When  am  I  to  be  relieved?  Seventy-six  dajs 
since  my  last  letter  from  the  Admiralty.  Poor  Admiral 
Campbell  sailed  yesterday  for  England,  very  ill  with  debility, 
hectic  fever,  &c.,  but  he  cheered  up  on  going  away.  I  shall 
not  trouble  you  with  all  my  conjectures  about  Sir  JohnOrde's 
never  communicating  with  me  for  the  three  weeks  he  baa 
been  off  Cadiz.  I  am  ever,  my  dear  Ball,  yours  most  faith- 
fully. 

Nelson  and  Bboste. 
A  Man  of  War  is  in  sight,  South. 


TO  WILLUM  MARSDEN,  E3Q^  ADMIRALTY. 

[Origiomt,  in  tbe  Admiralty.     "  WodncedBy,  13lh  DeoembiT.   p.m.   At  10, 
card  ■nil,  imd  cumt  M  iu  Tula  tloHda,  iu  tlie  Gulf  o(  Cagliari.     Squtdron  mohnd 
noil  muorcd  per  Signal."] 

Violorv,  ill  Pnla  Buy,  Sardioia,  Hlh  December.  18IW. 

Sir, 
I  herewith  transmit  you  a  copy  of  an  acting  order  which  I 
have  this  day  given  to  Mr.  George  Magratb,'  Sui^on  of  his 
Majesty's  Ship  Victory,  to  be  Surgeon  of  his  Majesty's  Naval 
Hospital  at  Gibraltar,  in  the  room  of  the  lale  Mr.  Wiillam 
Burdj  which  you  will  be  so  good  as  lay  before  the  Lords  Cora- 
missioners  of  the  Admiralty  for  their  information ;  and  I  beg 
that  you  will  acquaint  their  Lordships,  that  the  conduct  and 
very  great  professional  abilities  of  this  deserving  Officer,  merits 
my  most  full  and  entire  approbation ;  not  only  in  the  dis- 
charge of  his  duty  as  Surgeon  of  the  Victory,  which  reflects 
great  credit  on  his  knowledge,  but  also  in  several  particular 
Surgical  cases  which  he  has  performed  with  infinite  judgment 
and  skill.  I  therefore  presume  to  hope  their  Lordships  will 
confirm  the  appointment,  as  none  can  fill  hia  intended  [situa- 
tion] with  more  credit  to  himself  and  benefit  to  the  Public 
service.     I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

'  Now  Sir  George  MugmUi,  K.O.  Mr.  Mngruh  niu  snceeeded  u  SnrgeoB  nf 
llie  ViDlory.  lij  Mr.  Waiimn  {•fwrward.  Dr.  Sit  WiUiuD)  BoMlj,  whe  wat  p«- 
vloiwl}'  SnrgsDn  of  the  Sponoer. 


'«•] 


TO  COMMISSIONER  OTWAY,  GIBRALTAR. 


[Anlflgr»ph,  in  the  powe* 


laving  thought  it  proper  to  appoint  a  Captain  and  OfBcera 
be  Spanish  Frigate  Amphitrite,'  I  have  therefore  to  request 
it  yoa  will  give  such  directions  as  may  be  necessary  for 
weying  her  hull,  masts,  and  stores ;  and  you  will  also  be 
■Bed  to  place  her  on  the  same  establishment  as  the  Endy- 
pn.  I  am.  Sir,  &c. 
ij  Nelson  and  Bbonte. 


f 


TO  CAPTAhV  SAMUEL  SUrrON,  H.M.  SHIP  AMPHION. 


[AulDgntpL,  iti 


iBioaofCaplBil 


■»  Sutlon.] 


I" 

l>  Vieiorj,  December  Ulh,  1801. 

I    My  dear  Sutton, 

pile  Purser  of  the  Niger  will  be  appointed  to  the  Amphion, 

I  will  go  down  the  very  first  opportunity  after  his  survey. 

e  bad  a  letter  from  Lieutenant  Gates,  saying  that  he 
!S  to  go  to  England,  and  that  he  is  a  supornumerary  Lieu- 
it  on  board  the  Amphion,  she   being  only  allowed  t/tree 
War.     If  that  is  so,  you  may  discharge  him,  writing  an 
punt  to  the  Admiralty  of  your  reasons,  and  directing  his 
endance  at  the  Admiralty.     For  your  and  Hardy's  sake,'  I 

II  you  had  been  more  fortunate  ;  for  my  own,  if  you  can 
troy  Privateers  and  Ships  of  War,  I  care  not  for  Prizes.  I 
Hot  think  you  will  have  a  Spanish  War.     I  rejoice  you  like 

Amphion ;  so  do  I  the  Victory.  Not  a  Ship  here  can 
,  her  in  moderate  weather.  We  shall  see  and  feel  the 
ich  Fleet  very  soon.  I  am,  dear  Sutlon,  always  your 
jged  and  faitbfUl  friend. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

Anqihiliile  wu  dvliiined,  nr  nuLer  ruptured,  by  [he  nntirgii].  off  Cadix.  on 
ofUclflber.  Tide  p.  HW,  [Kist.     Lord  Nelunii  pruinntHil  Sir  WiUiun  Bolton 

Ibe  An^triic. 

DBpluna  Sutton  itnd  Ilvd;  hut  igreml  ta  b1iiu«  rme-money,  lij  abidli  u 
I  (be  Utlsi  gaiDod  sumo  tliouauid  pounda. 


TO  VICE-ADMIRAL  SIR  JOHN  ORDE,  BART„  COMMANDER-l\- 
CHIEF  OK  A  SQITADEON  OFF  CADIZ. 

[From  ■  Copj  in  the  Admicilty.] 

Victor;.  In  Pull  Bnv,  Smnlima.  ISlh  December,  1804. 

Sir, 
Yesterday  I  received  the  honour  of  your  letter,  dated  Nfr 
vember  17th,  off  Cadiz,  by  his  Majesty's  Ship  Anson,  in 
which  you  are  pleased  to  inform  me  that  you  arrived  off  that 
Port,  in  the  Chief  Command  of  a  Squadron  of  his  Majesty^ 
Ships,  and  shall  probably  continue  on  that  station  some  time. 
I  have,  therefore,  only  to  request  that  you  will  have  the  good- 
ness to  give  me  timely  information  when  you  arc  likeJy  to 
leave  the  station  off  Cadiz,  that  I  may,  as  I  am  directed  bj 
the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  place  a  proper 
Squadron  on  tliat  part  of  the  sCatiou,  hitherto  under  mj 
orders.     I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bbontb. 

to  his  excellency  hl'gh  elliot,  esq. 

[Aulogripli,  in  tlie   Elliot  P&pen.     "  Momlay,  17Ll)  December.    t.M.   At  i, 
veig-tied  and  mkde  nail  out  of  Tula  Roftd',  u  did  the  Squadron.     Temuguu 
joiQfd."      "  TucNdiy,   lenh   December,    p.m.    Ai   i-iiO,  Micbored  in   iLr  GoU  of 
Pklma.     Squadron  uicfaored  here.'     "  Wcdueidaj.  lOLli  December.     r.H.    Ai  1, 
unmoored :  al  i,  Heigbed  and  made  nail  ont  of  Palrai."] 

Victory,  Deoember  19ih,  190i. 
Sir, 
I  send  your  Excellency  a  letter  from  Captain  Corbet,  of 
his  Majesty's  Sloop  Bittern,  together  with  the  account  of  die 
Master,  taken  upon  oath  ;  and  your  Excellency  will  not  &il 
to  acquaint  the  Chevalier  Micberoux  of  my  surprise,  as  I  am 
sure  it  will  be  of  yours,  to  find  that  no  complaint  was  preferred 
against  the  Officer  of  the  Bittern,  from  the  Minister  or  Coo- 
Bulof  any  Nation,  of  the  Vessels  boarded,  for  no  French  Vessel 
was  boarded ;'  and  the  Chevalier  will,  I  hope,  be  desired  by 
your  Excellency  to  be  more  circumspect  in  accusing  his  Map 
jeaty's  Officers,  and  be  sure  that  the  French  Minister  speaks 
truth,  before  he  makes  bis  complaint  to  your  Excellency.  I 
have  the  honour  to  be,  &c 

Nelson  and  Broktg. 
•  Videp.  2a4,»nle. 


>i(l.^ 


TO  HIS  EXCELLENCY  HUGH  ELUOT,  ESQ. 
[Aalognpb,  in  the  Elliot  P&pen,] 


'  My  dear  Sir 


I,  Dewrober  19th,  IfirU. 


I  wrote  you  last  November,  I  have  not  had  any  Ves- 
he  Fleet  which  I  could  detach  to  Naples,  and  I  have 
''(»cen  the  less  anxious,  aa  I  heard  from  Captain  Cracraft,  of  the 
Anson,  that  everything  was  as  usual  when  he  left  it,  Novem- 
ber 7th.  The  Termagant  is  the  first  Vessel  which  haa  come 
lo  me,  and  I  send  Captain  Pettct  to  inquire  how  you  get  on. 
Since  the  Spanish  hostilities — for  I  hardly  know  whether  I 
am  to  call  it  War —  I  have  not  had  the  smallest  com  muni  cation 
with  the  Continent;  therefore  I  am  in  most  total  darkness. 
I  received  yesterday  the  enclosed  from  Sir  John  Orde.  I 
have  learnt  not  to  be  surprised  at  anything;  but  the  sending 
an  Officer  to  such  a  point,  to  take,  if  it  is  a  Spanish  War,  the 
whole  harvest,  after  all  my  toils  (God  knows  unprofitable 
enough  !  for  I  am  a  much  poorer  man  than  when  we  started 
in  the  Amphion,')  seems  a  little  hard ;  but  patienza.  I  sup- 
pose Sir  John,  in  the  end,  will  command  here.  I  am  but 
very,  very  so-so.  My  cough,  if  not  soon  removed,  will  stay 
by  me  for  ever.  On  the  12th,  the  French  Fleet  were  safe  in 
Toulon;  hut  I  ain  firmly  of  opinion  before  this  day  fortnight 
they  will  he  at  sea.  What  would  I  give  lo  know  their  des- 
tination !  But  I  must  take  my  chance,  and  I  hope  my 
usual  good  fortune  will  attend  me.  On  the  Htb  of  January, 
I  shall  be  at  Madalena;  therefore  if  you  want  to  send  over  in 
a  Neapohtan  Corvette  any  dispatches,  it  will  he  sure  to  find 
me  there  for  some  days— perhaps,  a  fortnight  or  upwards. 
That  position  secures  Sicily  and  Naples,  and  you  will  assure 
their  Majesties  thai  must  be  an  object  ever  most  near  my 
heart.  It  is  now  ninety  days  since  I  have  heard  from  Eng- 
land; it  is  rather  long  at  these  critical  times.  Sir  John 
Orde  has  three  Cutters,  and  four  or  five  fine  Brigs  attached 
to  his  Squadron  ;  but,  no  ;  not  one  for  me.  Such  things  are. 
I  am  ever,  my  dear  Sir,  your  Excellency's  most  faithful  and 
obedient  servant. 

Nelson  and  Bbontb. 

elsou  ft-oiD  Engluid  in  tlie  Vii>torv  uidAnpldi 


TO  HIS  EXCELLENCY  HUGH  ELLIOT,  ESQ. 
[Aolo^npli,  in  Ibe  Elliot  P^)«n,] 

ViPiory,  Dsceroher  I9tli, 

Private. 
Mj  dear  Sir, 

William  is  very  well,  and  Captain  Parker  likes  him  v«j 
much.  The  Amazon  haa  been  so  little  with  us,  that  I  hm 
not  seen  him ;  but  I  shall,  very  probably,  before  this  letter 
gc>es  off.  Anything  like  complaints  against  the  Sicilian  Go- 
vernment vexes  me  very  much ;  but  the  encourage meoi  of 
what  can  be  called  nothing  short  of  piracy  in  the  Governor 
of  Syracuse,  is  indeed  of  very  serious  import.  Yon  shall  have 
the  result  of  the  Court  of  Inquiry  upon  Lieutenant  Spencei* 
as  soon  as  I  get  il ;  but  I  hear  from  a  gentleman  who  wis 
passenger  in  her,  that  the  Privateer  came  out  of  the  Neutnl 
Port,  and  withio  the  limits  of  the  Neutral  Territory,  Bred 
upon  the  Convoy.  I  sincerely  hope  it  will  tiun  out  so. 
so,  the  punishment  was  well  merited;  aad  Chevalier  Micbe- 
roux  will  get  a  rebuke  from  you,  for  not  maintaining  the 
Neutrality  in  Sicily.  I  am  ever,  my  dear  Sir,  with  most  a 
cere  good  wishes,  your  most  faithful  and  obliged, 

Nelson  and  Brontb. 

Pray  return  me  iMr.  Hunter's  letter  from  Madrid ;  and  in 
case  I  should  be  superseded,  desire  the  letter  to  be  sent  to 
England  at\er  me. 


TO  THE  QUEEN  OF  THE  TWO  SICILIES. 
[From  Clwlte  and  M-Arthur,  toI.  ii.  p,  383.] 

Guir  of  Palma,  ISUi  Devemlwr,  \»0L 
Although  I  have  addressed  a  letter  to  the  King,  to  assure 
him  of  my  unalterable  attachment,  yet  I  cannot  resist  declar- 
ing the  same  to  your  Majesty,  for  my  obligations  are  equal  to 
both,  and  so  is  my  gratitude.  Never,  perhaps,  was  Europe 
more  critically  situated  than  at  this  moment,  and  never  was 
the  probability  of  universal   Monarchy   more   nearly   being 

'  Vide  p.  3U,  «ElP, 
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■^^alized.  ihan  in  the  person  of  the  Corsican.  I  can  see  but 
■■tile  difference  between  the  name  of  Emperor,  King^,  or  Pr6- 
fet,  if  they  perfectly  obey  his  despotic  orders.  Your  Ma- 
rty's illustrious  Mother  would  not  have  so  submitted.  Prussia 
's  tryinj^  to  be  destroyed  last — Spain  is  little  better  than  a 
tViyince  of  France — Russia  does  nothing  on  the  grand  scale, 
^otdd  to  God  these  great  Powers  reflected,  that  the  boldest 
Qieasures  are  the  safest  1  They  allow  small  States  to  fall,  and 
to  serve  the  enormous  power  of  France,  without  appearing  to 
reSect  that  every  Kingdom  which  is  annexed  to  France  makes 
their  existence,  as  independent  Stales,  more  precarious.  Your 
Majesty  sees  all  this,  and  much  more  than  I  can ;  for  your 
Majesty  is  the  true  daughter  of  ihe  great  Maria  Theresa. 
Your  good  heart  will  foi^ive  my  free  manner  of  writing,  it 
tnay  be  the  last  I  shall  ever  address  to  you  ;  for  if  I  do  not 
rery  soon  get  quiet  on  shore,  my  thread  of  feeble  fife  will 
break:  but  God's  will  be  done.  My  last  breath  will  be  for 
the  felicity  of  your  Majesty,  the  King,  and  Royal  Family.  I 
Rm,  &C. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


I 


TO  WILLUM  MAR8DEN,  ESQ.,  ADMIRALTY. 

[Originil,  in  the  Admin] (*.] 

Viclory,  at  Sea.  31bI  DtKtm 


I  herewith  transmit  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  and  paper  therein 
referred  to,  from  Captain  Sir  Richard  John  Straehan,  of  his 
Majesty's  Ship  Donegal,  dated  the  23rd  October  last,  acquaint- 
ing me  with  his  having  on  that  day,  in  company  with  the 
Medusa,  detained  the  Spanish  Frigate  Matilda,  from  Cadiz, 
bound  to  the  Spanish  West  Indies,  with  quicksilver  for  their 
mines,  and  sent  her  to  England,  under  the  chac^  of  Captain 
Gore,  until  his  Majesty's  pleasure  shall  be  known  respecting 
her,  which  I  request  you  will  be  jiteased  to  lay  before  the 
Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  for  their  information ; 
and  acquaint  their  Lordships  that  under  the  circumstances 
existing  between  the  two  Countries  at  the  time  the  Matilda 
was  detained,  and  from  the  reasons  mentioned  in  the  copy  of 
Sir  Richard  Straehan 's  letter,  and  paper  which  accompanies 
u  2 
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it,  I  very  much   approve  of  the  said  Vessel  having  been  i^L 
tmned,  and  sent  to  England  under  charge  of  the  Med 
until  his  Majesty's  pleasure  shall  be  signiBed ;  and  trust  tl 
Lordships  will  also  approve  of  Sir  Richard  Strachat' 
duct  on  the  occasion.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bromte. 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDES,  E8<i,  ADMIRALTY. 

[OriginiU.  in  ibe  Adinirallj.] 


Sir, 
I  herewith  transmit  you  copy  of  a  letter  from  Capttun 
Richard  John  Strachan,  of  the  Donegal,  dated  the  26th  Nfr 
vember,  acquainting  me  with  his  having,  on  the  nioraingo 
the  19th  of  that  month,  aller  a  long  chase,  and  an  action  of 
eight  minutes,  captured  the  Spanish  Frigate  Amphiirite, 
(whose  Captain,  il  appears,  refused  to  return  with  him  to 
Cadiz,)  which  you  will  be  pleased  to  lay  before  the  Lonlt 
Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  for  their  iuforniation ;  anJ 
acquaint  their  Lordships  that  I  very  fully  approve  of  Si 
Richard  Strachan 'a  exertions  and  zeal  on  this  occasion,  md 
hope  it  wilt  also  meet  their  Lordships'  approbation.  Tht 
Donegal  has  not  yet  joined  the  Squadron,  but  I  am  hourly  i 
expectation  of  seeing  her.     I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bhontb; 


TO  CAPTAIN  PARKER,  H.M.  SHIP  AMAZON. 

[From  a  Cupj  in  Uie  Nelson  Fapen.j 

Viclory,  off  St.  SehwliBiia,  December  aOrd,  1901- 

My  dear  Parker, 
Neither  Seahorse  nor  Active  have  been  here,  therefwel 
am  very  uneasy  about  Toulon ;  for  I  very  much  fear  that 
Phoebe  and  Hydra  are  both  so  short  of  water,  that  they  mty 
have  been  forced  to  leave  the  station ;  therefore  I  am  gmn| 
off  Toulon,  to  see  that  all  Is  safe,  and  it  is  my  present  inien 
tion  to  return  to  97  ;  but  should  a  heavy  gale  of  N.W.  v  ' 
come  on,  I  shall  not  allow  myself  to  be  driven  to  the  Soutb 
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ard  of  the  Straits  of  Bonifaccio  (upon  that  side  the  water) 
Bt  shall  go  tu  Madalena,  at  nhich  place  I  shall  certainly  be 
efore  the  7lh  January ;  therefore  if  you  have  no  chance  of 
etting  hold  of  the  Sqnadron,  from  the  sketch  I  have  given 
ou  of  my  intentions,  and  you  have  many  hullocks  for  us,  I 
ovild  recommend  your  going  to  Madalena,  and  landing  Mr. 
ord  and  the  cattle,  that  they  may  be  taken  care  of.  You 
lusl  be  very  cautious  in  approaching  Madalena,  for  it  is  very 
assibic  the  French  may  be  in  possession.  Should  you  have 
inch  spare  time  (in  case  you  go  to  Madalena)  between  the 
me  of  your  arrival  and  the  7tb  of  Januarj-,  I  would  rccom- 
end  your  cruizing  off  the  Coast  of  Corsica,  and  try  to  get 
le  Nourice,  a  Storc-Ship,  which  loads  timber  in  the  Gulf  of 
avoni,  a  Gulf  just  to  the  Northward  of  the  Lamprinare 
.lands.  If  she  is  there,  you  [may]  either  take  or  destroy  her  ; 
)d  the  French  have  4000  Troops  ready,  they  say,  for  em- 
irking  at  Ajaccio.  I  am  ever,  dear  Parker,  yours  faithfully, 
Nelbon  and  Bronte. 


r  CAPTAIN  MARK  ROBINSON,  H.M.  SHIP  SWIFTSUHE. 
[Antngnpli.  in  Ih«  iiosneHitioii  of  CommaDder  Robimon.] 

Viclory,  December  aath,  1804. 

My  dear  Sir, 
I  would  not  trouble  you  to  come  out  of  the  Swiftsure'  with 
lb  swell,  not  being  sure  that  you  are  not  In  Quarantine,  and 
lerefore  I  might  be  deprived  of  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  on 
jard  the  Victory ;  and  also,  hearing  from  Captain  Cracraft 
ist  vou  have  lately  had  the  gout.  I  therefore  have  made  the 
gnal  for  a  Lieutenant;  and  if  you  are  in  Pratique  I  shall  be 
lad  to  see  you  when  we  get  into  smooth  water,  which  will 
robably  be  to-morrow.  I  am  very  anxious  at  thia  moment  to 
n  off  Toulon,  for  we  have  reports  that  the  French  Fleet  are 
tpected  every  moment  to  put  to  sea  with  Troops  embarked  ; 
id  it  would  not  surprise  me  to  find  them  sailed.  I  hope 
ni  have  had  a  great  deal  of  success,  and  pleasant  cruizing, 
r  Cadiz.  I  am,  my  dear  Sir,  with  great  esteem,  your  most 
ithful  humble  servant. 

Nelson  akd  Bronte. 

'  "  Deeember  ib.  SwifWuiB  joined  it  8  J.H."—  rirtorj'i  Log. 
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TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ,  ADMIRALTY. 
[OrigiuiJ,  in  Uii!  AdminJlj.] 

Viouirjf,  H  8e«,  asili  D«eini«r,  I 
Sir, 
I  have  received  your  letter,  dated  the  27th  October,  to- 
gether with  the  copy  of  one  from  the  Navy  Board,  on  lb 
subject  of  the  frocks  and  trowsers  sent  out  some  time  ago  in 
the  Diligent  Store-ship  for  the  Fleet  under  my  command,  mi 
particularly  note  the  Commissioners'  observations  tUercoa: 
and,  as  no  further  complaint  has  been  made,  I  hope  the  frocki 
and  trowsers  may  turn  out  better  after  washing,  than  there  n>  || 
reason  to  believe  from  their  original  appearance.  I  parlieuUrlj  | 
remark,  in  your  letter  of  the  17  th  October,  their  Lordships' dis- 
pleasure at  Captain  Bayntun's  style  of  ATiting  against  the  Nit; 
Board,  and  shall  commtmicate  the  same  to  that  Officer,  wbow  Ih 
conduct  certainly,  in  every  other  i-espect,  is  extremely  correct 
and  proper.     I  am,  sir,  &c.. 

Nelson  and  Bbonte. 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ„  ADM1RALT\^ 

[Original,  in  the  Admir«lly.] 

VkioTj,  U  Sea,  3»lU  December,  IBOt. 

Sir, 
I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  1st  November,  acquaint- 
ing me  that  their  Lordships  had  directed  the  Navy  Board  to 
prepare,  and  send  out  to  Gibraltar,  the  frames  of  four  Gnn- 
boats,  which  are  forwarded  in  the  Prcvoyante  Store-Ship;  and 
that  directions  will  be  sent  out  to  Commissioner  Otway  to 
put  the  said  frames  together,  when  he  shall  receive  instnic- 
tions  from  me  for  that  purpose,  and  dispose  of  them  as  I  miij 
find  necessary  to  direci.  I  liave  also  to  acknowledge  your 
letter  of  the  6tb  November,  acquainting  me  that  directions 
were  given  to  the  Victualling-Board,  to  send  out  immediately 
two  Transports,  laden  with  coals  for  the  Fleet ;  but  I  mucb 
apprehend  (if  come  out)  that  they  are  gone  to  Malta  with  ihe 
Convoy,  instead  of  coming  direct  to  the  Fleet ;  by  whicli 
means  a  delay  of  several  months  may  take  place,  and  the 
'dron  be  considerably  distressed  in  consequence.  I  am. 
Nelson  and  Bboi 
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TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN.  ESQ,  ADMIRALTY. 

[OriginiJ,  in  Uie  Adrairaltj.J 

Vi>:(ory.  M  Sen.  ■ilith  December,  IHM. 

Sir, 
I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  I5th  October,  signifying 
to  me  their  Lordships'  direction  to  order  a  passage  to  be  pro- 
Tided  for  his  ExcellcQcy  the  Right  Honourable  Charles 
Arbuthoot,  his  MajeEty's  Ambassador  at  CoDstantinople,  from 
Trieste  to  that  place.  In  answer  thereto,  jou  will  please  to 
acquaint  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  tliat  I 
bavc,  some  time  ago,  communicated  with  his  Lxcellency  at 
Vienna,  and  suggested  that  he  would  let  me  know  the  parti- 
cular time  he  wished  to  proceed  from  Trieste  to  Constan- 
tinople, that  a  Frigate  might  be  appointed  for  that  service,* 
but  I  have  not  yet  beard  from  him.     I  am  Sir,  &c., 

Nfxson  and  Bhonte. 


I 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ..  ADMIRALTY. 
[Origind,  ill  tbe  Admiralty.] 

Viclor;.  >t  Sen,  'iOlii  December, 


I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  30th  October,  together 
with  a  copy  of  one  from  Lord  Camden'  therein  mentioned, 

•  Tbe  rallowing  letlers  were  ihea  leceited  by  Lord  Nelaon  from  Lord  Cunden : 
■■  My  Lcird,  '■  Downiug  Slreel,  31Hb  October,  ISM. 

"  1  tui>e  recciied  and  lud  berore  Ibe  King  <roar  Lordsbip's  diipUcb  (o  Lard 
HawkMbary,  nnder  dale  SOtb  Jnne  last,  witb  Dine  enelraiirea,  contaiDiDg  Ibe  ao- 
eoDDt  orCapUin  Keue'  miatian  lo  Algiers,  tlie  instructJoiiB  jrour  Lordiblp  bat 
fomitbed  bim  wilb.  the  result  of  bie  able  negolialion,  togellier  with  atatemenU  of 
tbc  eliims  iipiiD  wbicb  his  M^eal;  haa  a  rigbl  to  demaod  redreu  bom  the  Dey. 
I  hate  alto  rceeited  and  laid  before  bis  M^catj  your  LonlaMp'a  dispalob  lo  Lord 
Kawkesbnrjr,  of  tbeSUtb  of  June,  tranamittiog  a  oopy  of  the  Dey  of  Algiers:  letter 
lo  yDoT  Lordsbip,  of  ibe  ISib  June,  together  witb  your  Lardsbip'a  letter  to  the  Scy, 
and  at  the  aame  time  giving  an  aneounl  of  jour  Lordabip'a  inBinictioiu  to  Mr. 
M'DoDOUgb,  wliam  you  bad  uenl  to  Algiem.  I  bate  likewise  aeen  Mr.  M'Donongta, 
who  arrived  bcre  some  lime  ago,  and  broogbl  a  cojiy  of  the  Dey  of  Algien'  leUer 
to  your  Lordship,  under  daU  6lh  July,  in  answer  lo  ilie  poiuU  of  Mr.  H'Donaugb's 
miMion,  of  wbicb  I  incloae  a  eopy,  leal  the  leller  wbicb  Mr.  M'Donough  orou  lo 
your  Lordship  trom  Cibtaltu,  may  not  haie  reached  you. 

■'  These  letters  of  your  Lordship  and  tbi^  Dey,  logetber  with  Captain  Kiala's  in. 
lelligent  and  abl«  aeeount  of  bis  proceedings,  having  been  laken  into 


com muDica ting  bis  Majesty's  commands  that  no  otber  fem 
of  Passport  be  granted  to  any  Vessel  than  a  regular  Meditw- 
rancan  passport,  and  signifying  their  Lordships'  direction  W 
me  to  take  measures  for  carrying  into  execution  the  instructioM 
therein  contained. 

In  answer  thereto,  you  will  please  to  acquaint  the  Lorii 

tion  of  Ilia  M^eety'a  Miniswra,  and  tbeir  opinion  baving  been  lud  befoiE  the  Ki^ 
I  US  gonunandod  to  aigaity  lo  jour  Loidahip  his  Majeaty'ii  ple&sDic  iherei^ML 

"  Tbe  Dej  of  Algiers  lining  more  than  once  eipnespd  bis  concern  lo  Ctttf 
Keats  for  the  offence  be  biu  given  bis  M^estf  b;  bis  condnct  to  Mr.  Filom, 
Caniul-GFneial,  and  baving  proDiised  IbU  in  fnture,  it  be  sbonld  bare  nccaiin 
be  dikutisSed  witb  an;  Cananl,  be  woulil  content  bimsrif  by  vritiug  mud  ml 
repreaentMioiu  of  tbe  CudsuI's  coaduel,  aud  uever  again  so  far  ayai]  liimwlf  <f  Ik 
autliarily  as  lo  commit  a  similar  act  or  indigoitj.  I  am  lo  desire  your  Lonlahip  iB 
■Igni^  to  the  Dej  Ibai  bia   M^enly  accepts  tbeae  deolaraljoui  and  assnraj 
satisftictorj,  uid  as  a  pledge  of  ihe  Dey's  intentions  lo  preserve  a  good  undenUnd- 
ing  and  friendsliip  nitb  bis  Majesty,  wbieb  bis  Majesty  ia  ever  dispot>f d,  on  bia 
■o  relurn  nitb  sineeriiy. 

"  I  wn  10  eipreaa  bis  Majesty's  approbation  of  your  Lordsliiji's  pradnoe  il 
aoqaainting  lbi>  Dey  of  Alpen  tbU,  in  future  his  Majesty's  Vessels  in  Uie  H«A- 
terraaean  sbatl  be  fumisbed  with  rsKnlai  MsditeiTaneaii  Fassporta,  and  I  un  bam 
to  find  tbat  tbip  conceiutan  i<i  reeeited  by  (be  Dey  in  so  aatisfaotory  an 
Tbere  seems  reaton  to  belieie  tbat  much  of  Ibe  late  muunderalaadingB  nitb  thi 
Baibarj  Powers,  has  arisen  from  the  iutroduciion  of  new  Paaspons  in  the  M(4- 
terranean,  wbieh,  cerlualy.  are  nul  iu  coiitormilj  wilb  Ibe  suicl  ieller  of  TrfaUta 
with  those  Powers.  Orders,  Iberefore,  will  be  isnued  to  bis  Majesty's  OSMn  ~ 
the  Ueditermnean,  neier  to  fiiroish  any  of  bis  tl^esty's  Veaaels  with  other  Fh» 
ports  than  tbe  regular  Mediiermnean  Passes,  which  legolations  will,  I  make  M 
donbt,  prerenl  in  future  (liose  mistakes  and  inconveniences  wbicb  bare  aiiaeB  ^ 
the  introduction  of  forms  with  which  those  Powers  were  unaeqiiainli^,  sod  wUeb 
seem  to  have  been  much  abused,  by  being  granted  to  Vessels  not  belonging  to  ««] 
of  bis  Majest/n  Subjects. 

"  His  M^esty's  Ministera  entirely  coincide  wilb  your  Lordship's  opinion,  tbtt 
bin  Miyesly's  Mediterranean  Poasea  can  only  protect  Ibose  Vessels  which  belong  to 
his  Mqesty,  or  bis  Suljjectd,  and  tbat  when  granted  to  Vessels  of  tbis  deacidptioa, 
tbej  fiilly  proteet  tbe  Vessel,  Ihe  cargo,  and  the  crew.  They  conceive  IliM  ibe 
letter  and  spirit  of  Ibe  Treaties  with  Algiers,  and  tbe  uniform  practice  under  Ihoi, 
completely  warrant  this  interpretation.  The  endeavonrs,  therefbre.  of  tlu  D^  U 
Bslabhsb  it  as  a  principle,  tbu  no  Vessel  is  lo  be  considered  as  Brilisb,  but  vb*B 
one-third  of  the  orew  are  Brilisb  Subjects,  must  be  held  as  inadmissible,  and  jan 
Lordsbip  will  persist,  as  a  preliiuiuary  to  all  accammodation,  in  demanding  ibehdl 
ri'siiiLilion  of  the  Ape,  its  cargo,  and  crew— a  right  to  nbich  his  M^ealy  is  olaulr 
eniiileci  by  Treaty,  und  which  ho  can  neiiber  yield  uor  comproiniae. 

"  It  appears  from  (he  Dey'u  last  letter  to  your  Lordship,  that  be  is  vQlingu 

reatore  ibe  Ape  and  ita  cargo,  but  that  be  persists  in  relainiDg  ibs  crew  ;  aud  be 

even  nndeavoiirs  tn  malic  t)ie  restilutioii  of  the  Vessel  and  cargo  condilional,  npoo 

made  lo  bim  for   goudt  which  be  stales  lo  have  lost  in  Ihe  El 

liyealr  i*  so  sntirrly  asvured  of  bis  tigbl  witli  respect  to  tlu 


LETTERS.  29T 

bmmissioners  of  the  Admimlty,  that  strict  obedience  shall 
I  paid  to  their  directiou,  and  to  the  instructioDs  contained  in 
e  copy  of  I^rd  Camden's  letter  above  mentioned.  There  has 
>  Passport  granted  by  me,  as  I  was  perfectly  aware  of 
e  consequences  and  inutility  of  such  an  instrument.  I  am 
Nelson  and  Bronte. 


la  cargo,  uid  creir,  that  1  bid  ta  desire  jroui  Lordahip  (nil  col  permit  mj 
in  whilever  to  be  nniieied  to  tbeir  TuB  reatilutian. 

>   Hi^tj'ft  Minislen   have  fell  muilj  eurprifle  iLal  the  Dej  should  hat* 
I  the  subject  uf  the  El  Vetoce,  whioli  ihej'  eoDccived  hid 
bem  Hnall;  settled.     The  Dtj  miiBt  be  sensible  IhU  eTer}  eierUtm  lud  been 
n>da  bim  the  fuJ lest  justice  in  the  ease  or  thii  Vesiel.     No  pTO«f  ippeuvd  in 
\titatj'»  Conn  of  Appeals,  that  the  cargo,  or  uiy  part  of  il,  belonged  to  th« 
f,  ifler  a  fiill  IieuiDg  of  the  cue.     Your  Lordship  will,  tberefure,  scquaiut  the 
s  hoped,  on  the  port  of  his  Miyest},  that  he  will  not  end«vaur  to 
n  already  settled  and  adjudicated,  as  nothing  oau  tend  so  struugl;  to  ia- 
autnal  good  nnderBtaoding,  slid  revive  irritating  discussions.     It  is  his 
■nyt  wish  IhU  «  line  of  conduct  entirely  diScreut  Hhould  be  adopted,  aad  Ihal, 
yd  of  bringing  fiirwan)  from  time  to  lime  nulgect!!  of  complaint  alrerulj  lermi- 
I  should  he  found  of  Ihrowiug  even  those  which  Die  supposed  to  exist 

■*  With  (his  view,  his  M^esty  will  oonsenl  no  longer  lo  press  for  full  compensa- 
lioQ  in  the  cue  of  the  St.  Antonio  di  Padana,  nor  nrge  the  redress  uf  many  other 
complaints  on  the  parts  of  his  Solqeeta,  but  will  waive  his  demands  respecting 
them,  npon  the  tall  aasurauce  that  the  De/  nitl  receive  this  conduct  of  his  Ui^eslf 
iritb  due  satisbction,  and  that  all  existing  ilifl^rences  shall  he  considered  as  ter- 
minated, and  never  lo  be  revived,  [[is  Mnjesiy's  MiniHters  hnve  advised  the  line 
of  condaci  alalod  in  the  last  paragraph,  in  consequence  of  your  Lordship's  repre- 
■enlation  Ibai  yon  conceive  it  will  be  dilBcult  to  suifltantiste  the  existing  claims 
•gainst  the  Dey,  cicepi  for  a  fuller  compensaiion  for  the  Antonio  di  Padona.  and 
yoni  Lordship  conceiies  that  even  this  claim,  which  you  think  cannot  amount  U 
more  than  WW  doUars.  might  be  reserved  for  a  negotiation,  and  not  insisted  on  ■■ 
B  preliminary.  Il  should  seem,  therefore,  lliat  the  wisest  poticy  would  be  to  ei- 
liab  at  once  all  claims  on  all  sides,  and  lo  leave  no  grunnd  whatever  for  future 

I.  troia  your  Lonlshiji')  lellers,  it  appears  to  be  understood  by  the  Dey, 
w  Consul  is  to  be  sdmitted  without  the  uiual  presents,  and  certainly  thfl 
^  eondocl  seems  to  make  a  dcviatiou  from  the  usual  practice  necessary ;  but    . 
Mi  tbia  bead  your  Lordship  wiU  Diilie  the  arrangement  which  shall  appear  to  yon 

[B  matter  of  the  most  serious  coticem  tliai  several  Foreignen,  . 
ImImtC  sailed  in  Foreign  Vessels,  under  the  supposed  protection  of  British  Psssportt 
It  Malta,  should  be  left  in  captlvily,  hnl  there  seems  no  ground  arising  rrrnn 
f,  by  which  their  liberation  can  he  made  the  subject  of  a  regular  demand  OD 
Wyift  of  his  Mijesly.  It  is  a  circnmalance.  however,  which  shows  the  neceoslty 
if  TCMnJtdng  the  grant  ot  Passports  to  Vessels  entitled  to  receive  them,  and  of 
prerention  of  sueh  abases  by  his  Mqesty's  Officers.  IF 
J  nll«f  cu>  be  alTorded  to  these  nnhappy  people,  tbrough  your  Lordship's  medift- 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ.,  ADMIRALTY* 

[Original,  in  Uie  Adminltj.J 

Viclory,  al  Se«.  aUih  Dectmbcr, 

Sir, 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  12ih   September 
with  the  extract  of  a  letter  from  Count  Friiberg  to  Colonel 
Clinton,  therein  mentioned ;  relative  to  the  difficulties  the 
former  gentleman  has  experienced  in  transporting  his  RecrniU 
from  the  different  Porta  in  the  Adriatic,  to  Malta.     In 
thereto,  I  herewith  transmit  you  copy  of  my  general  order 


0.,— ClVDi 


—Original. 


>e  the  Bubject  of  ■  r»J  tlum.     I  bm 


"  Doimiiig  Street,  SQth  Octobiii,  ISM. 


"  PriiUe. 
"  My  Lord. 

"  Yoor  I^nUhip  will  reimUe  herowilh  i.  leller  ot  Public  InstructioDs  tot  j( 
Lotdnhip'K  tutort  oondiict,  in  vrnnging  ■  Ktdemeut  with  the  DryofAlgitn, 
vtucb  all  j-our  Lotdship'ti  siiggeatiuDs  are  tnOj  ndoptvd,  liy  wliicb  I  tni»  tou  i 
br  pennided  of  tlie  imtiM  eonBdence  wliicb  ia  placed  in  four  Lordsbip'a  cMfatf 
uid  judfcm^i'-    I^B  propoulB  on  Ihe  pari  of  liia  Majesli' 

e  Buy  doubt  ot  die  Siej'a  accc(iliiig  Uiem,  unlena  be  bw 
secret  motives  for  pralongiug  llie  pnscut  misutiderstaiiding. 

"  I  sLotild  liaie  muob  wisbed  to  liave  attended  lo  your  suggealiona  in  favoor  uT 
Mr.H'DonoDBL,  but  the  appointment  oraendDcsBor  la  Mr.  Mm^n,  alTunii,  had  been 
arranged  in  titTOur  of  Mr.  Ogluider,  before  myaemaiion  lo  Office,  and  1  bsvv  ftwon 
to  bfliete  be  is  In  evsry  wai  qualtflvd  far  his  HiluBliun-  Mr.  Corlwrigbt  I  had  alw 
recumraended  for  the  succession  ta  Mr.  Falcon,  before  I  receiied  any  intimadei  oT 
your  Lurdsliip's  wUliea.  He  bad  been  recommended  lo  me  Iruin  varioiu  qainen. 
,  not  onl;  reraed  in  basinets,  but  converasnl  iu  tlio  languagnof  the 
1  hojie  he  nil]  deliver  to  your  Lordship  tliis  dispatch ;  and  if  tbs 
Dey  oT  AlgienabaU  acquiesce  iu  the  propoBiilE  wliicb  Iidve  been  tiaiusmitled  to  Uii> 
hj  the  sulborilj  of  his  Miueelj'a  MinistciB,  your  Lordship  irill  Iiave  the  goodDHt 
to  have  Mm  landed  U  Algiers. 

"  t  shall  Htlend  to  Mr.  M'Donoagh's  claim  for  remunerslinp,  in  eonaeqntBee  at 
your  Ijirdship's  haring  judged  it  riglit  Iu  employ  him  in  the  Public  service,  Yaal 
Lordship  most  feel  sssnred  thu  the  conduct  of  Captain  KeUs  in  bis  MisHiaB,  ind 
the  reports  of  bis  proceedings,  have  given  vniire  satisfictiou  tahis  MnjesI]-,  aud  JtC 
will  be  pleased  to  signify  the  same  to  Captain  Keaia. 

■'  I  biive.  sa  mutter  or  official  taim,  desiied  Ibe  Lords  Comminsioners  of  lb> 
Admiralty  lo  instruct  the  Officer  Commanding  in  the  Medilerruieaii.  not  to  (nat 
any  other  Pass  than  a  Mediterranean  Pass,  and  only  to  graut  Pass^  to  Brilidi 
VesseU,  and  I  have  signiSed  the  suns  lo  the  LieuicOUil-Uotenior  u  Oibtaltir, 
and  his  M^esty's  Civil  Comnussjoaer  at  Malta.  1  liavs  the  honour  to  b*.  ftd.— 
—{Origimti,  in  the  pDHcssion  of  the  Bight  Hononrabls  John  Wilua 
Oroker.) 
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lued  to  the  different  Ships,  dated  the  28tb  December,  1803, 
KJting  them  to  receive  such  Recruits  as  might  be  put  on 
Mrd  tlieir  reactive  Ships  for  the  Anny  at  Malta,  and  to 
tad  them  at  that  place  ;  and  I  must  desire  to  observe  that 
lOUDt  Froberg's  language  is  extremely  iudeccnt ;  and  if  (he 
Ktrts  of  the  diSereot  Officers  who  hare  been  constantly  in 
t  Adriatic  are  to  be  credited,  (which  I  cannot  doubt,)  the 
JDunl's  statement  is  altogether  groundle^ ;  but,  perhaps,  it 
Ipj  be  a  convenient  circumstance  for  him  to  advance,  par- 
Milarljr  as  he  speaks  of  additional  expenses ;  and  for  their 
lordsbipa'  further  information,  I  beg  leave  to  iiiclose  you  a 
tter  &om  Captain  Cracraft,  of  the  Anson,  who  was  the 
penior  Officer  in  the  Adriatic  for  a  very  considerable  time,  and 
to  observe  that  by  Captain  Cracraft's  account.  Count  Froherg 
appears  to  be  a  slippery  gentleman.     I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

Nelsom  asd  Brontb. 


b 


TO  WILLIAM  MABSDEX,  ESQ,  ADMIRALTY. 
[Origiiud.  in  ibe  Adminll;.] 


Sir, 


Vielmj.  11  Be«,  aillll  Dee 


K 


I  yesterday  evening  received  yonr  letter  of  the  26th  Octo- 
ber, acquainting  me,  by  direction  of  the  Lords  Commissioners 
the  Admiralty,  that  their  Lordships  had  judged  it  expe- 
ient  that  a  Squadron  of  Line-of-Battle  Ships  nnd  Frigates 
lould  be  employed  to  watch  the  Enemy's  Ships  and  those  of 
Spain,  lying  in  Cadiz,  and  that  they  have  appointed  Vice- 
Admiral  Sir  John  Orde  to  be  Commander-in-Chief  of  the 
Squadron  to  be  employed  on  this  service ;  and,  at  the  a 


my  command  as  extending  I 


time,  that  I  am  not  to  consider  i 

wHlhout  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar :  in  answer  thereto,  the  most  1 
implicit  obedience  shall  be  paid  to  confine  the  Ships  under  J 
my  command  witliin  the  limits  of  the  station,  as  above-men-  I 
tioned,  except  such  Vessel  as  I  may  have  occasion  to  send  to  I 
Lisbon  with  dispatches,  being  the  only  means  of  communi- 
jiting  with  iheir  Lordships.     I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ,  ADHnRALTY. 
[Originil,  in  llie  Adminlly.] 

\1cuirj,  U  9c«,  ■20th  Decemher.  1901 

Sir, 

You  will  please  to  acquaint  the  Lords  Couimissioners  of 
the  Admiralty,  that  his  Majesty's  Ship  Swiftsure  joined  the 
Squadron  yesterday  evening,  off  Cape  St,  Sebastians,  in  mj 
way  to  reconnoitre  the  Enemy's  force  at  Toulon,  whieh  from 
every  informalion  I  have  received,  are  embarking  Troops,  and 
preparing  for  some  immediate  Expedition. 

I  shaii,  agreeable  to  their  Lordships'  orders,  take  the  said 
Ship  under  niy  command,  and  also  the  Tribune  on  her  join- 
ing the  Squadron  from  Malta,  to  which  place  she  has  pro- 
ceeded with  the  Convoy  from  England.  The  Fleet  is  in  per- 
fect good  health,  and  good  humour,  unequalled  by  anything 
which  has  ever  come  within  my  knowledge,  and  equal  to  tlie 
most  active  service  which  the  times  may  call  for,  or  tbe 
Country  expect  of  them.     I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bbonte. 

P.S. — Half-past  three  o'clock,  p.m.^ — I  have  reconnoitred 
Toulon,  and  find  the  whole  of  the  Enemy's  Fleet  still  in 


[Frgin  K  Copj  [n  (lie  ColoniJ  Office.] 

VictotT.  si  Sea.  Derember  3 

Sir, 

Earl  Camden,  one  of  his  Majesty's  Principal  Secretaries  of 
State,  having  wrote  to  send  you  in  a  Ship  of  War  to  the  Bay 
of  Algiers,  and  after  having  had  a  communication  with  his 
Highnesa  the  Dey,  relative  to  the  restitution  of  nn  English 
Vessel  called  the  Ape,  her  cargo  and  crew,  which,  if  restored, 
and  satisfaction  given  for  several  other  matters,  in  that  case, 
you  are  to  be  landed — if  not,  you  are  to  return  to  me ;  I 
have,  therefore,  appointed  Captain  Seats,  of  his  Majesty's 
Ship  the  Superb,  to  proceed  to  Algiers,  and  then  to  enter  into 
stich  negotiation  with  the  Dey,  as  may,  I  hope,  terminate  the 
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difTereiices  exiatiog  between  his  )IajeEtj  and  the  Regeocy  of 
Algiers ;  in  which  case,  Captain  Keats  has  my  directioDS  to 
signify  the  same  to  vou,  and  to  land  jou  with  the  attention 
due  to  your  situation.     I  have,  &c. 

Nelsok  and  Bboittb. 

to  his  highness  the  dey  of  algiers. 


Sir, 


Virlorr,  al  Srm,  uff  Toulon,  JPih  Dccrmbar,  1«(U- 


I  have  transmitted  regularly  to  bis  Majesty's  Mininera  all 
the  correspondence  I  have  had  with  your  Highness,  with 
Each  remarks  and  observations  as  the  occasion  required ;  and 
otit  of  my  own  regard  for  your  ilighness,  and  a  sincere  wish 
that  the  harmony  nhich  has  subsisted  so  many  years  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  Regency  of  Algiers  should  not  be  in- 
terrupted, I  ventured  to  recumtnend  the  removal  of  Mr. 
Consul  Falcon,  as  you  had  a  personal  dislike  to  bim.  These 
representations  have  induced  his  Majesty's  Ministers  to  re- 
commend to  his  Majesty  the  sending  out  another  Consul, 
who  is  now  on  board  his  Majesty's  Ship  Superb,  Captain 
Keats,  my  Jriend,  who  your  Highness  knows  commands 
her ;  and  Captain  Keats  is  instructed  by  me,  in  obedience 
to  the  orders  of  my  Royal   Master,  to  state  to  your  High- 

MMB,— 

K  That  by  our  Treaties  with  the  Regency  of  Algiers,  the 
«rew  of  a  Vessel  entirely  British  (of  whatever  Nation  they 
may  be  composed)  are  exempt  from  captivity  ;  and  there- 
fore that  the  British  Vessel  Ape,  with  its  cargo  and  crew, 
must  be  restored  to  Captain  Keats,  before  any  Consul  will  be 
allowed  to  be  landed  at  Algiers. 

That  it  is  with  surprise  his  Majesty  sees  that  your  High- 
ness refers  back  to  things  which  have  been  considered  as  long 
settled;  particularly  the  case  of  the  El  Velocc,  which  was 
proved  in  the  Courts  of  Justice  to  be  French  property,  and 
from  which  sentence  there  was  no  appeal  to  the  Superior 
Tribunals.  The  revival  of  this  claim  could  only  tend  to  inter* 
rupt  the  harmony,  which  his  Majesty  wishes  to  subsist  t 
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tween  himself  and  the  R^cncy  of  Algiers,  and  it  is  the  vnA 
of  hiE  Majesty  rather  to  cement,  by  any  means,  (he  harmooT 
between  the  two  Countries,  by  an  entire  oblivion  of  the  put, 
than  by  reverting  to  claims  long  ago  considered  as  teTminated 

Your  Highness  having  expressed  to  Captain  Keats  your 
concern  for  the  offence  given  bis  Majesty,  by  your  conduct  to 
Mr.  Falcon,  and  that  you  promised  never  to  give  such  an  in- 
sult to  his  ISfajesty  again,  as  sending  away,  upon  any  prelenct^ 
his  Agent  and  Consul -General,  his  Majesty  is  pleased  to 
accept  of  such  declaratiuiia  and  assurances  as  satisfactory ;  and 
as  a  pledge  of  your  intentions  to  preserve  a  good  understand- 
ing, and  friendship  with  him,  which  his  Majesty  is  ever  dis- 
posed to  return  with  sincerity. 

Your  Highness  will  perceive  in  the  proceedings  I  have  had 
with  his  Majesty's  Ministers,  how  very  much  I  have  interim! 
myself,  that  the  friendship  of  his  Majesty  and  the  Regency  of 
Algiers  should  be  as  short  a  time  interrupted  as  [wssible. 
am,  your  Highness'e  obedient  Servant, 

Nelson  amd  Bronte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  KEATS,  H.M,  SHIP  SUPERa 


Sir, 


(a(;hl,  in  Uie  poaaeBHinn  oT  Ear]  NelBon.] 
Vifiorj,  (I  Se«.  off  Toulou,  aBlh  Deoenil; 


His  Majesty  having  sent  out  a  Consul-General  for  Algiers, 
with  directions  for  my  demanding  certain  conditions,  and  with- 
out they  are  complied  with,  he  is  not  to  be  landed ;  and  as  I 
have  the  very  highest  confidence,  from  experience,  in  your  zeal 
and  ability  for  the  performance  of  this  mission  with  the  Alge- 
rinos,  I  think  it  right  to  entrust  it  to  your  managemenL  I  shaUt 
therefore,  do  very  little  more  than  merely  deliver  to  you  tbe 
orders  I  have  received  fi-om  Earl  Camden,  one  of  his  Majes^^'l 
principal  Secretaries  of  State. 

The  extreme  ignorance  of  the  Dey,  and  bis  not  remaining 
long  enough  qniet  to  hear  reason,  will  make  it,  probably,  the 
likeliest  mode  of  coming  to  an  amicable  accommodation  to 
see  and  converse  with  the  Ministers  of  his  Highness  before 
you  demand  an  audience;  and  explain  to  them  moat  clearly 
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^^B  distinctly,  that  as  a  preliminary,  before  you  can  enter 

^^b  any  other  subject,  the  restitution  of  the  English  Vessel, 

^^BApe,  her  cargo  and  crew  must  be  complied  with.     You 

^^P  also  impress  upon  their  minds  the  folly  of  bringing  for- 

kltard  as  claims,  things  which  have  been  long  ago  considered 

as  settled,  particularly  the  case  of  the  El  Veloce,  which  was 

proved  to  be   entirely  French  property;  and  that  therefore 

whoever  told  the  Dey  ihat  any  Neutral  property  was  in  tlie 

Veloce,  could  only  have  done  it  either  to  keep  back  property 

which  might  belong  to  the  Dey,  or  his  Subjects,  or  to  try  and 

create   a   misunderstanding   between    bis   Majesty  and   the 

Regency. 

You  will  also  call  their  allenlion  to  the  friendly  conduct  of 
his  Majesty  in  sending  another  Consul  to  Algiers,  in  the 
room  of  Mr.  Falcon,  after  the  very  improper  treatment  his 
Agent  and  Consul-Gcneral  had  received ;  but  that  his 
Majesty  relies  upon  the  Dcy's  word,  that  such  an  insult  shall 
not  be  given  again.  You  will  endeavour  to  impress  upon 
their  minds,  the  long  and  uninterrupled  harmony  which  has 
subsisted  between  Great  Britain  and  Algiers,  and  which  his 
Majesty  has  always  been  so  desirous  to  preserve,  by  every 
act  of  &iendship  on  his  part ;  and  that  it  is  the  earnest  wish 
of  his  Majesty  ever  to  remain  on  the  most  friendly  terms  with 
the  Regency.  You  will  also  give  them  an  instance  of  it,  which 
ihey  roust  know,  that  an  Armament  at  Toulon,  and  a  large 
Army,  after  the  Peace  with  Great  Britain,  was  intended  to 
land  and  plunder  Algiers,  which  they  would  doubtless  have 
effected,  had  not  a  British  Fleet  been  placed  in  Oristan  Bay, 
Sardinia,  to  watch  their  motions,  and  to  prevent  such  a  dia- 
bolical scheme  from  being  carried  into  execution  ;  and  had  his 
Majesty  not  been  the  most  friendly  disposed  towards  the 
Algerines,  with  what  case  could  I  have  taken  the  whole  of 
the  Cruizers  belonging  to  the  Regency !  but  the  sincere  wish 
of  his  Majesty  is  peace  and  friendship  with  Algiers,  if  it  can 
be  kept  with  honour. 

Should  the  Dey  comply  with  the  just  demands  of  his  Ma- 
jesty, you  may  then,  as  a  proof  of  his  Majesty's  earnest  desire 
to  be  on  the  most  friendly  footing  with  the  Regency,  and  to 
bury  in  oblivion  all  that  is  past,  give  up  the  idea  of  any  further 
claims,  which  he  might  justly  demand,  particularly  indemni- 
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fication  for  the  Sl  Antonio  de  Padua,  &c,  &c. ;  but  his  Majesty 
has  a  right  to  expect,  as  a  return  for  such  a  proof  of  his  friend- 
ship,  that  the  Dey  will  give  up  the  poor  innocent  suflcren 
who  were  taken  in  them.  Although  I  have  touched  upoDlbt 
several  points  to  which  I  would  wish  you  to  draw  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Ministers  itf  the  Regency,  yet  the  mode  and 
manner  I  leave  entirely  to  your  superior  judgment  and  ei- 
perience ;  and  you  will  deliver  my  letter  to  the  Minis 
be  delivered  to  the  Dey,  that  he  may  have  full  time  to  reflect 
upon  the  conduct  he  means  to  pursue,  before  you  have 
audience  of  him.  Should  you  not  be  able  to  obtain  die 
restitution  of  the  Ape,  her  crew,  and  cat^,  you  are  nd^ 
upon  any  consideration,  to  land  the  Consul,  but  bring  him 
back  to  me.  Wishing  you  success,  I  am,  Sir,  with  the  bigbM 
respect,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte, 
P.S.  You  will  herewith  receive  a  copy  of  Earl  Camdra^ 
letter  to  me,'  and  also  of  my  letter  to  the  Dey  of  Algiers 


TO  EARL  CAMDEN,  K.G. 

[AatDgmph.  in  tlie  C'aloniid  Office.] 


i 


Viclory.  December  Hllth,  IPOl. 

My  Lord, 
On  the  25th,  I  was  honoured  with  your  Lordship's  letter 
of  October  29th,  by  Mr.  Cartwrighi,  hia  Majesty's  Consul- 
General  to  Algiers;  and,  in  obedience  to  your  lordship's 
instructions,  I  have  sent  Mr.  Cartwright  to  Algiers,  and  have 
instructed  Captain  Keats  how  to  proceed  upon  the  occasion. 
A  copy  of  my  letter  to  the  Dey,  and  my  instructions  to  Captain 
Keats  shall  be  transmitted ;  and  I  trust  yoiu-  Lordship  will 
think,  with  me,  that,  if  such  condescension  on  the  part  of  his 
Majesty  will  not  have  the  desired  effect,  that  the  Dey  must 
be  inflnenced  by  motives  from  our  Enemies.  I  trust  your 
Lordship  will  think  that  my  letter  to  the  Dey  is  as  conciliating 
as  possible,  consistent  with  a  due  regard  to  the  honour  of  hii 
I  have,  &c.. 

Nelson  and  Brontb, 
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TO    VICE-ADMIRAL  SIR  JOHX  ORDE.    BART^   C0M31AXDER-IX- 
CHLEF  OF  A  SQUADRON  OF  HIS  MAJESTk'S  SHIPS  OFF  CADIZ. 

[From  a  Copy  in  the  Adminhr.] 

Viiruny,  at  Sea,  20th  Decnciber,  ISOl. 


Sir, 

By  the   Swiftsure,  which  joined  on  the   25th  instant,  I 

received  an  order  from  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  to  consider 

my  station  as  only  extending  to  the  Straits'  Month.     It  is, 

therefore,  unnecessary  for  me  to  point  out  to  you,  that  the 

Convoys,  either  to  or  from  England,  are  not  safe,  unless 

taken  in  charge  from  twenty  leagues  to  the  Westward  of  Cape 

Spartel,  and  seen  safe  to  an  anchor  in  Gibraltar  Bay;  or  from 

Cape  Spartel  as  far  to  the  Westward.     I  have  the  honour  to 

be,  &C., 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

P.S. — I  reconnoitred   Toulon  on   the  26th   instant,  and 
found  the  Enemy's  Reet  still  in  Port 


TO  THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE  LORD  WALPOLE. 

[Autograph.] 

Victory,  oflF  Toulon,  Decemlwr  QOtb,  1804. 

My  dear  Lord, 
On  this  day  I  received  your  favour  of  May  last,  or,  you 
may  believe,  it  should  not  have  been  so  long  unanswered ; 
for  I  do  assure  you,  that  I  have  the  very  highest  regard, 
esteem,  and,  if  I  might  be  allowed  the  expression,  affection 
for  you,  and  every  part  of  your  family.  Young  Neville*  is  a 
very  excellent  young  man,  and  his  good  conduct  has  not 
escaped  my  observation ;  and  you  may  rely,  my  dear  Lord,  not 
only  upon  this,  but  upon  any  occasion  which  may  offer,  that 
I  shall  be  truly  happy  to  meet  your  wishes ;  for  I  never  shall 
forget  the  many  favours,  kindnesses,  and  civilities  you  have 

■  The  Honourable  Ralph  Neville,  second  son  of  Henry,  second  Earl  of  Aberga- 
Tennj,  K.T.,  then  a  Midshipman  of  the  Victory :  he  died  a  Post  Captain  in  May 
1826.  Lord  Abergavenny's  brother,  the  Honourable  George  Henry  Neville,  had 
a  niece  of  Lord  Walpole. 

VOL.  VI.  X 
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shown  me,  and  many  parts  of  our  family;  and  believe  me 
ever,  my  dear  Lord^  your  most  faithful  and  obliged. 

Nelson  and  Bbonte. 

I  beg  my  respectful  compliments  to  Lady  Walpole^  Min 
Walpole,"  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hussey,*  if  they  are  with  you. 


TO  CAPTAIN  KEATS,  H.  M,  SHIP  SUPERB. 
[Aatograph,  in  the  possession  of  the  Beyerend  Richard  Keats.] 

Victory,  December  29th,  180i 

My  dear  Sir, 
I  am  very  troublesome,  for  I  must  now  send  to  the  Supeib 
for  a  few  cases,  which  are  wanted  to  keep  me  from  starving. 
If  the  weather  continues  moderate,  I  shall  lay  to  for  an  hour 
to  get  our  letters,  at  present  on  board  the  Swiftsure ;  and  I 
should  be  glad  to  see  you  for  five  minutes  on  board  the 
Victory.     I  am  ever,  my  dear  Sir,  your  much  obliged. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

Admiral  Campbell  passed  the  Straits  the  14th. 


TO  ALEXANDER  DAVISON,  ESQ. 

[Autograph,  in  the  possession  of  Colonel  Davison.] 

Victory,  December  29th,  1804, 

My  dear  Davison, 
I  feel  infinitely  obliged  by  your  truly  kind  and  affectionate 
letter  of  October  5th.  I  believe  you  could  have  hardly 
thought  it  possible  that  any  man  could  have  been  sent  to  take 
the  chance  of  a  few  pounds  Prize-money  from  me,  in  return 
for  all  my  hard  service.  At  this  moment,  I  am  as  poor  as 
when  I  left  you  at  Portsmouth ;  but  my  spirit  is  above  riches, 
and  nothing  can  shake  my  firm  resolution  to  do  my  duty  to 

'  The  Honourable  Katherine  Walpole,  eldest  daughter  of  Horatio,  second  Lord 
Welpole,  of  WoUerton,  afterwards  Earl  of  Orford,  hy  Rachel,  daughter  of  \\^ani, 
UdW  -*  ^^^wnwhin,  died  unmarried,  in  July  1831. 

Kvy  Walpole  married,  in  1777,  Thomas  Hussey,  of  Galtrim, 
4M  in  Mvoh  1840. 
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'  Coimtry.     I  respect  Lord  Melville,  and  shall  probably 

!  hlin  m_v  support,  nfaen  the  great  Sir  John  Orde  will  not 

ink  bim  for  big  great  favour.     Lord  Melville  ia  a  bberal- 

jnded  man,  and  be  may  oblige  me  some  other  way,  in  giving 

B  something  for  some  of  my  relations.     God  knows,  in  mj 

1  person,  I  spend  as  little  mone;  as  any  man;  but  yoo 

ftow  I  love  to  give  away. 

BTbe  pamphlets  and  newspapers  yon  mention,  are  not  yet 

Hved.     I  fear  your  correspondent  at  Portsmouth  is  not  very 

rect,  or  does  not  nndersiaod  sending  them  on  hoard  Ship. 

i  batcb  of  six  months'  news  came  at  one  time  :  hut,  my  dear 

■kTison,  I  never  believed  your   inattention  to  my  wishes. 

I  very  glad  to  find   that   all  goes  on  ucll  at  MertuRf 

!  which  I  most  sincerely  thank  yon,     I  count  when  the 

nrs  of  your  honourable  imprisonment  are  over;  and  it  is 

tne  comfort  that  I  shall  be  in  England  to  shake  you  by  the 

nd  in  St.  James's-square.    The  moment  an  Admiral  arrives 

I  the  room  of  Admiral  Campbell,  I  shall  sail ;  for  althongli 

I  winter  is  hitherto  so  much  milder  than  the   laat,  yet  I 

I  it  pretty  severely.     Remember  me  kindly  to  Sir  Evan 

I  you  sec  him;  and  believe  me  ever,  and  for  ever,  my 

r  Davison,  your  much  obliged  and  faithful  friend, 

Nelson  and  Dronte. 


TO  WILLUM  MARSDEN,  ESQ..  ADMIRALTY. 


[Aulognph,  in  the  Adminllj.] 


Sir, 


Violorj-.  Deecmber  30lh,  1901, 


J  I  have  been  honoured  with  your  letter  of  October  6tb,  on 
'  {Christmas  day,  acr|tiainting  me  that  their  Lordships  had  been 
pleased  lo  comply  with  my  request  lor  permission  to  return  to 
England  for  thore-cstabliahnient  of  my  health;  and  that  I  am 
to  leave  Rear- Admiral  Sir  Richard  Bickerton  in  the  command 
of  the  Squadron.  I  am  much  obliged  by  their  Lordships' 
kind  compliance  with  my  request,  which  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary from  the  present  state  of  my  health,  and  I  shall  avail 
xl(  uf  their  Lordships'  permission,  the  moment  another 
Kdtniral}  in  the  room  of  Admiral  Campbell,  joins  the  Fleet, 
x2 
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udIcss  the  Enemy's  Fleet  should  be  at  sea,  when  I  should  not  I 
think  of  quitting  my  Curamand  until  after  the  Battle.  Ibave 
the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Nelson  and  BRoiiTE. 


TO  CAPTAIN  WILLIAM  PARKER,  H.M.  SHIP  AMAZO* 

[From  B  CDp7  ia  ilio  AdmirBll;,  uid  Autngnpb  draiiglit  iu 
Evl  KelaoD.] 

Viclorj,  II  Set,  3()lh  Depembfr,  \^fiL 

You  are  hereby  required  and  directed  to  proceed  with  His 
Majesty's  Ship  Amazon  under  your  command,  to  Lisbon,  wilh 
the  utmost  expedition,  taking  care  before  your  entering  tbe 
Tagus  that  we  are  u])on  friendly  terms  with  Portugal;  aod 
should  there  be  no  impediment  In  your  communicating  wiifc 
that  place,  I  desire  you  will  deliver  my  dispatches  to  any  Ship 
of  War  which  may  be  there,  bound  to  England,  otherwise  to 
the  Agent  of  the  Packets,  taking  his  receipt  for  the  same. 

In  proceeding  and  returning  from  Lisbon,  you  are  not 
approach  within  titty  leagues  of  Cape  St.  Vincent,  and  on 
account  go  near  Cadiz,  or  in  any  manner  interfere  with  the 
Squadron  under  Sir  John  Orde.  You  are,  on  no  cunsidcralJOD 
wliatever,  to  deliver  my  dispatches  to  any  person,  otherwise 
than  above  mentioned;  and  should  you  be  prevented  from 
proceeding  with  tlicm  to  Lisbon,  you  arc  to  bring  them  back 
to  me.  Having  dehvercd  my  dispatches  as  before  directed, 
you  will  return  to  Rendezvous  No.  97,  where  you  will  find  me, 
or  orders  for  your  further  proceedings. 

Nelson  and  B«ontb. 


Do  not  interfere  with  anything  at  Gibraltar;    neither  with 

Sophie  or  Halcyon,  going  to  Lisbon  or  elsewhere  ;  pass  Cape 

-   ._.„!  ;„  ,[jg  night,  and  get  to  the  Southward  and  Westwari 

lothing,  if  yon  can  help  it;   hoist  the  signal  of 

ad  that  you  are  '  Charged  with  dispatches.'    If 
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joii  are  forced  to  speak  by  a  Superior  Officer,  show  him  only 
my  onlcr  fur  his  not  interfering  with  you ;  and,  unless  he  is  on 
Admiral  superior  to  me,  yo"  will  obey  my  orders  instead  of 
any  pretended  order  from  him,  from  my  Superior  Officer. 


TO  VISCOUNT  MELVILLE. 
[From  Clarke  luid  M-Arthnr.  ml.  ii.  p.  aST.] 

[Xodite.  probtbljloirarditlMrFDdarlSOtJ 
It  is  only  with  great  deference  to  the  superior  judgment  of 
your  Lordship,  that  I  venture  once  more  to  touch  upon  the 
subject  of  the  great  want  of  Frigates  and  Sloops  on  the  Me- 
diierranenn  station;  for  I  am  fully  aware  of  the  want  you 
have  of  them  at  home,  and  fur  other  Commands :  the  more 
stations  are  multiplied,  the  greater  must  he  the  demand  for 
small  Ships.  1  have,  in  a  former  letter,  stated  my  opinion 
freely  upon  the  stations  of  Gibraltar  and  of  Cadiz  being  given 
to  the  same  Officer;  for  without  that  is  done,  our  Convoys 
can  never  be  considered  safe.  It  may  be  thought  by  some, 
but  I  am  confident  your  Lordship's  liberal  mind  will  not 
think  so,  that  a  desire  of  more  extensive  Command  for  the 
hope  of  Prize-money  actuates  me.  Such  people  know  me 
not ;  let  me  be  placed  alongside  of  tiic  French  Admiral.  Had 
the  station  been  continued  to  me,  I  should  have  appointed 
that  excellent  Officer,  Sir  Richard  Strachan,  to  the  command 
at  Gibraltar  and  off  Cadiz ;  with,  if  tu  be  had,  one  other  Ship 
of  the  Line,  four  Frigates,  and  as  many  Sloops,  and  to  have 
covered  our  Convoys  both  from  Carthagena  and  Cadiz ;  and 
something  of  that  kind  your  Lordship  will  find  it  still  neces- 
saiy  to  adopt,  to  insure  our  Convoys.  There  is  also  another, 
although  perhaps  a  minor  consideration,  why  the  Officer  at 
Gibraltar  should  be  under  ihc  orders  of  the  Admiral  com- 
manding the  Medilerranean  Fleet — which  is,  that  any  Ad- 
miral independent  of  that  station,  takes  all  the  stores  which 
he  chooses,  or  fancies  he  wants,  for  the  service  of  his  Fleet ; 
thereby  placing  the  Fleet  in  the  Gulf  of  Lyons  in  great  dis- 
iress  for  many  articles.  I  again  beg  your  Lordship's  indul- 
s  for  the  freedom  of  my  remarks.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 
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TO  LORD  MOIRA, 

[From  Clarke  and  M'AnLnt.  *ol.  U.  p.  39fi.] 
[No  dale:  probably  lowardB  thr  md  of  18()i.  or  e«rlj  in  IW.] 

A  bloxv  Blruck  in  Europe  would  do  more  towards  making 
us  respected,  and  of  course  facilitate  a  Peace,  than  the  pi»- 
session  of  Mexico  or  Peru ;  in  both  of  which,  I  am  sure,  we 
are  perfectly  ignorant  of  the  diapositioa  of  the  iuhabitauBi 
and,  above  all,  I  hope  we  sbatl  have  no  buccaneering  expedt- 
tions.  Such  services  fritter  away  our  Troops  sod  Ships,  wbeo 
they  are  so  much  wanted  for  more  important  occasiong,  and 
are  of  no  use  beyond  enriching  a  few  individuals.  I  know 
not,  my  dear  Lord,  if  these  sentiments  coincide  with  youn; 
but  as  glory,  and  not  money,  has  through  life  been  your  pia* 
suit,  I  should  rather  think  you  will  agree  with  mc,  that  in 
Europe,  and  not  abroad,  is  the  place  fur  us  to  strike  a  btow, 
which  would  make  the  Corsican  look  aghast  even  upon  bit 
usurped  throne.  You  may  rely  upon  every  attention  in  mj 
power  to  Captain  Austen."  I  hope  to  see  him  alongside  i 
French  SO^uu  Ship,  and  he  cannot  be  better  placed  than  ii 
the  Canopiis,  which  was  once  a  French  Admiral's  Ship,  am) 
struck  to  mf.  Captain  Austen  I  knew  a  little  of  before;  he" 
an  excellent  young  man.  I  hope  soon,  my  dear  Lord,  to 
congratulate  yoti  upon  the  birth  of  a  son  who  will  emulate  his 
father's  manliness.  In  these  days  I  see  many  people,  but  very 
few  men.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bbohtb. 


TO  SIR  ALEXANDER  JOHN  BALL,  BART.,  >ULTA. 

[Aulograph,  in  Ibe  posuaiian  ur  Sir  WUliun  Keilli  Ball,  But.    The  mmmeni 
inent  of  tbis  letter  baa  been  lost.] 

1st  Janaiirj,  IftOS. 

By  orders  from  home,  brought  out  by  a  Mr.  Cartwright,  a 

new  Consul  for  Algiers,  I  am  restrained  to  demanding  the 

crew,  cai^o,  and  Vessel  called  the  Ape  ;  this  complied  with,  all 

the  rest  is  to  be  sunk  in  oblivioQ.     Lord  Camden  laments  the 

"Hion  of  these  poor  men,  taken  under  the  formei 

'i««-Adainl  Sir  Fraooli  William  Austeu.  K.C.B, 
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fassportB,  but  it  cannot  be  made  a  subject  of  a  National  de- 
maud.  Had  I  known  of  their  sailing,  I  would  most  assuredly 
have  followed  your  advice,  so  perfectly  coinciding  with  my 
feelings.  I  have  sent  Keats,  who  will  do  everything  which  is 
possible,  not  absolutely  to  degrade  us.  We  never  should  have 
given  up  the  cause  of  Mr.  Falcon.  Mr.  Cartwright  you  will 
see,  for  I  do  not  expect  that  the  Dey  will  now  give  up  an 
atom.  You  will  think  with  mc  that  the  Iwo  Consuls  of  Tri- 
poli and  Algiers  might  run  in  a  curricle,  and  perhaps  the  new 
Consul  to  Tunb  might  be  a  spare  animal :  the  French  and 
Spanish  Consuls  are  very  able,  both  at  Tunis  and  Algiers. 

I  fancy,  my  dear  Ball,  that  Captain  Shepherd,  or  any  other 
Captain,  would  be  precisely  as  tired  as  poor  Schomber^*  of 
being  cooped  up  at  Malta.  I  have  to  thank  you  for  the  ex- 
tracts of  Colonel  Lean's  letters  from  Algiers.  The  Bey  [?]  of 
Constantinople  is  certainly  beheaded;  and  I  hope  the  Uey  of 
Algiers  is  the  same  before  this  time.  As  I  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  writing  from  Madalena,  I  shall  shorten  my  letter,  as 
I  have  many  to  write,  and  am  ansiaus  not  to  keep  llirondelle. 
Gibraltar  was  to  have  pratique  this  day.  1  shall  hardly  bear 
from  you  again;  but  may  every  success  attend  you,  and  every 
comfort  which  you  so  eminently  deserve,  ia  the  sincere  wish 
of,  my  dear  Ball,  your  most  sincere  and  afiectionate  friend, 
Nelson  and  Bronte. 
Pray  forward  my  letters  to  the  East. 


V 


TO  HI3  HIGHNESS  THE  GRAND  VIZIR. 


kalogn^,  formeily  is  llie  poMcuai 


Sir, 


be  Ute  nilliun  LTpioU,  Eaq.] 
off  Toulon,  JuaUT  and,  teO). 


Yesterday  I  was  honoured  by  the  receipt  of  your  Higbnees's 
precious  letter  of  October  30lh,  for  the  truly  friendly  espres- 
sions  in  which  I  feel  much  obliged;  and  for  your  Highnese's 
good  wishes  for  the  recovery  of  my  health,  which  has  suflered 
vei?  much  fVom  being  one  year  and  eight  months  constantly 
'  I,  and  preventing  the  designs  of  the  French,  who  will 

*  CiLplun  Schombcrg,  of  llie  iititta. 


certainly  proceed  to  that  place  where  they  expect  to  find  mo< 
friends  at,  the  least  reeistatice,  and  most  plunder.  In  doing  laj 
Utmost  in  preventing  the  Dominions  of  his  Imperial  MajfSlj 
from  heing  invaded,  I  only  fullil  the  orders  of  the  Great  Kio^ 
my  Master,  who  has  ever  hcen,  and  I  trust  will  ever  codIidu^ 
the  most  faithful  Ally  of  the  Sublime  Porte.  Aly  inclinaiioa, 
your  Ilighuess  will  have  the  goodness  to  assure  his  Imperii 
Majesty,  is  ever  alive  to  this  imjKjrtant  part  of  my  duty,  ill, 
Stratton'  will  explain  my  sentiments  respecting  an  additional 
force  in  the  Adriatic,  and  my  reasons  will,  I  hope,  satisfy  yoor 
Uigliuess.  I  have  remained  till  this  time,  and  shall  stay  some 
time  longer ;  in  hopes  that  I  may  be  able  to  get  hold  of  tbc 
French  I'leet,  and  should  I  go  home  to  get  rest,  I  shall,  if  I 
recover,  he  ready  to  take  this  Command  again.  May  health 
and  every  blessing  attend  your  Highness,  is  the  most  smcoe 
prayer  of  yonr  Highuess's  most  aifectionate  friend. 

Nelson  akd  Bbontk. 


TO  COMMISSIONER  OTWAV,  MALTA. 


[Aiilugrapli,  in  ibe  i«i9 


of  R«ar  Admina  IngUadd,  C3.} 


Victoty,  JiinuMy  3iid.  1806. 

My  dear  Sir, 

I  have  to  thank  you  for  your  obliging  letters  from  Malta, 
and  when  the  precise  time  is  fixed  for  your  leaving  Malta,  I 
will  endeavour  to  give  you  either  a  Frigate,  or  a  good  Bri^ 
to  convey  you  safe  to  the  Rock,  where  you  will  find  plen^  of 
work  from  the  Squadron  outside  the  Straits.  Swiftsure  has 
had  a  new  fore-yard,  Defence  is  to  have  a  new  mainmast,  and 
St  [anilard  ?]  topmasts,  I  hear,  are  sprimg.  It  would  not  have 
done  for  my  command,  where  till  lately  we  had  not  a  stores 

I  have  wrote  you  a  letter  about  the  Ship  timber.  The 
Captors  have  nothing  to  do  with  sending  it  to  England.  You 
and  the  Dockyard  Officers  will  judge  whether  it  Is  fit  for  the 
Service,  and  wanted.  If  it  is,  to  take  it  in  charge,  and  send  it 
home  in  Government  Vessels;  and  if  not  wanted,  the  Agents 
will  sell  it.  The  valuadon  may  either  (if  the  King  takes  it) 
I  England.     Alinorca,  I  should 
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would  be  immedialely  taken;  for  I  shall  never  send  another 
Ship  to  Malta.  They  arc  so  far  ofl',  and  act  often  so  very  dif- 
ferent to  my  wishes  thai  I  will  trust  no  more  of  my  Frigates 
tbere,  aud  a  Line-of- Battle  Shiji  is  out  of  the  question ;  for 
which  reason  I  have  wrote  you  for  the  Caulkers,  and  some 
of  the  Artificers.  I  again  strongly  recommend  either  for 
Minorca,  or  any  other  Yard,  Mr.  Bunce,  ('arpenter  of  the 
Victory,  who  will  be  found  a  most  valuable  acquisition.  The 
Ventura  will  be  an  acquisition  to  our  friend  Ball's  Sqnadron, 
but  she  should  be  coppered  with  thi7i  copper,  and  not  the 
iliick,  as  is  put  upon  our  Ships ;  but  I  am  ignorant  if  that 
sort  of  copper  is  sent  out.  She  is  over-gunned,  and  so  is 
Hirondelle.  Mr.  Skinner*  has  very  properly  desired  to  get 
rid  of  his  two  heavy  ones.  The  Admiralty  have  approved  of 
ray  purchase  of  ihc  Hirondelle,  and  I  suppose  the  Storekeeper 
will  have  orders  to  pay  for  her. 

1  agree  perfectly  with  you  respecting  Mr,  Eaton,  and  wc 
must  watch  what  comes  from  him ;  for  ^rst  samples  are,  with 
knowing  ones,  always  the  beat — witness  Mr,  James,  of  Naples, 
and  his  beds.  I  thought  I  had  taken  all  human  precautions  not 
to  be  cheated,  but  if  my  plans  are  not  followed  up  [jnc]  But 
the  original  fault  was  Mr.  Taylor's  not  letting  me  know  that 
he  had  lOOO  beds  in  store,  whilst  the  Fleet  was  in  the  very 
greatest  distress.  I  sincerely  hope  that  you  will  he  able  to 
whitewash  all  ihe  genllcmcn.  It  is  cruel  in  the  Navy  Board 
not  to  do  something  about  Mr.  Lawson' — either  confirm  or 
dismiss  him.  Sir  Alexander  Ball  always  recommended  him 
most  strongly ;  and  I  hope  he  has  not  done  anything  to  for- 
feit his  good  opinion.  The  Tribune  is  gone  home,  left  her 
Convoy  and  the  Station,  without  any  orders,  but  from  his  own 
pleasure.  What  will  the  Admiralty  say  to  such  conduct?' 
The  excuse  of  carrying  Sir  Thomas  Trigge  appears  to  me  very 

■  Livntennat  Julm  Skinner,  ComiDaijdL'r  of  tlie  HirDadetlc. 

■  Mr.  WiUIuD  LiiRsoD,  Nnatn  Aiti^ndiiTit  ■!  MilU. 

>  Ct{<taiu  RieLnnl  Uptirj  AleiBDder  Beniictt,  of  Ibe  Tribune,  was  Ititi  b;  a 
n-Uvliia,  U  (■arumoutb,  dd  tUe  '2ttl  of  Febnioiy,  IHDO,  bf  commuid  of  the 
■bj.  for  ntunucg  lo  Engluid  trom  GibnIUr  niiboal  orders.  Tbe  sentenM 
"Iht  cliar^  Uftd  been  pmvcd  ogunal  Cipiiin  Baunelt.baluiliiipeved  lo 
ibc  CoiiH.  Uiat  in  dt^Timtng  from  Llieir  LordsliipB'  order,  be  wta  actnUed  eolelj  bj 
IL«  pareal  moiiTH  for  ilie  gnod  of  bis  Majesij's  Service,  it  did  adjudge  him  to  bs 
■cquilled-"     He  died  the  Senior  J'oit  CtplBiD,  belKeeo  1H16  and  1620. 
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frivolous.     General  Fox  was  sent  out  in  a  Store 
suppose  llie  Admiralty  intended  Sir  Thomas  to  go 
Should  any  accident  happen  to  the  Convoy,  it  will 
serious  thing  to  Captain  Bennett.     I  saw  the  French 
27ih  ultimo,  but  our  reports  saj  they  are  upon  the 
undertaking  some  Expedition.     God  send  it  soon  I     Re] 
say,  and  1  believe  them,*  that  I  have  leave  to  go  home,  and 
leave  Sir  Richard  Bickerton  in  the  Command,  during  eiihtt 
my  absence,  or  [until]  anoihcr  Commander-in-Chief  ci 
ouL 

Sir  John  Orde  has  aent  Niger  home.  Fisgard  has 
into  Gibraltar,  a  French  Privateer — '  Oncle  Thomas,'  e!ghte«i 
nine-pounders,  sails  very  fast,  they  say.  The  Spanish  Mu^ 
festo'  is  dated  December  14th,  at  Madrid.  I  have  only 
copy,  or  I  would  send  it  to  Malta :  it  is  full  of  abuse.  1  ebiK 
have  an  opportunity  of  writing  from  Aladalena,  to  wlud 
place  1  shall  proceed  to-morrow  morning.  With  every  good 
wish,  I  atn  ever,  my  dear  Commissioner,  your  most  faiihliili 
bumble  servant. 

Nelson  and  BitOKTb 


TO  CAPTAIN  P.  S.  MOUAT,  AGENT  FOR  TRANSPORTS  JOf, 
GIBRALTAR. 


i 


[Fr»in  ■  Copy  in  Hie  AiImirnllT.] 
Sir,  Vitlory,  nl  Sea.  4th  JmUMy;' 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  22nd  ultimo,  together 
with  the  list  of  Transports,  and  of  the  ten  Spanish  prisonen 
of  war  ordered  to  be  discharged  (being  non-combatants)  by 
Sir  Richard  Bickerton.  I  am  extremely  displeased  at  the 
circumstance  of  the  men  being  impressed  from  the  Transport^ 
as  mentioned  in  your  letter,  and  herewith  transmit  you  an 
order  to  prevent  a  similar  act  from  happening ;  and  in  case 
the  Tribune  should  return  to  this  Country,  I  enclose  you  an 
ORler  for  the  discharge  of  the  two  men  named  in  the  inai^o 
from  that  Ship,  that  they  may  be  sent  to  her  by  the  fim 
opportunity.     I  have  also  directed  the   Honourable  Captuo 

'  Ilia  learv  lo  ttluni  lo  England  had  ruicbed  liim  tame  lime  berore;  bol  h* 
lu|>t  it  a  "  imlbunrl  aevnt." — VJda  p.  330,  [lost. 


LETTERS.  315 

I  to  discharge  William  Mowitt,  Second  Male  of  the 
■wick,  freighted  Transport,  that  be  maj  join  his  proper 
*iiip  as  soon  as  possible,  being  perfectly  aware  of  the  necessity 
*f  these  Transports  being  manned  agreeable  to  their  (-harter- 
k«ny,  and  sufficieatly  to  navigate  them.     I  am,  Sir,  &c 

Nelson  and  Bbonte. 


To  THE  CAPTAINS  OR  COMMANDERS  OF  HIS  MAJESTY'S  SHIPS 
OR  VESSELS  BELONGING  TO  THE  MEDITERRANEAN  FLEET. 

[Froia  *  Coi>j  ia  Uu  Adnuiall;.] 

VicloiT,  M  Sti,  4th  JinuKT,  ISOO. 

Whereas  it  becomes  the  duty  of  every  Officer  to  protect 
he  Navy  and  Army  Victuallers  and  Transports  as  much  as 
possible,  and  to  afford  them  every  assistance  in  iheir  power, 
chen  they  shall  be  considered  iu  want  thereof,  and  on  no 
iccount  to  impress  their  Mates  or  Seamen,  who  are  required 
or  their  navigation,  and  who  they  are  obliged  to  have  agree- 
ible  to  their  Charter-party, — You  are  therefore  hereby  required 
mtl  directed,  on  no  account  or  consideration  whatever,  to 
mpress  either  Mates,  Seamen,  or  Boys  from  any  of  his  Mai- 
eaty's  regular  or  hired  Army  or  Navy  Transports,  or  Vie- 
niallers,  unless  they  shall  be  found  drunk  and  rioting  on 
shore,  in  which  case  I  presume  it  may  be  proper  to  impress 
them  for  his  Majesty's  Ships  of  War. 

Nelson  akd  Bronte. 

N.B.  This  order  to  remain  with  Captain  Mouat,  aod  to  be 
shown  when  necessary. 


TO  CAPTAIN  RICHARD  H.  A.  BENNETT,  H.M.  SHIP  TRIBUNE. 

[Ftom  a  Copy  in  the  Adninltj.] 

Victory.  M  8fl«,  lib  Janoiry,  1805. 

Whereas  it  has  been  represented  to  me  that  the  two  men 
named  in  the  margin,  were  impressed  by  the  Officers  of  his 
Majesty's  Ship  Tribune,  under  your  command,  from  the 
Active,  regular  Transport  and  Navy  Victualler,  by  which 
means  the  said  Vessel  has  been  left  in  distress  for  men 
to  na\'igate  her ;  and  being  perfectly  aware  of  the  impropriety 
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of  such  a  measure,  and  how  detrimental  it  is  to  his 
Service,  You  are  hereby  required  and  directed  to  di 
the  said  two  men  immediately,  and  deliver  them  to  Ci(li**^  " 
Mouat,  Agent  for  Transports  at  Gibraltar,  that  they  mi^ 
sent  to  the  Active  Transport  by  the  very  first  opportunitj. 

Nelson  and  Baoim 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ^  ADMIRALTY. 

[Original,  in  the  Admiralty.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  4th  January,  IB06. 

Sir, 

I  herewith  transmit  you  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  Nl 
Richard  Lewis,  Garrison  Apothecary  at  Gibraltar,   who  it 
appears  has  acted  as  Surgeon  of  his  Majesty's  Naval  Hospital 
at  that  place,  since  the  death  of  the  late  Air.  William  Burd,* 
and  previous  to  that,  as  Dispenser,  on  the  death  of  Mr.  Christie, 
by  order  from  Mr.  Burd,  as  stated  in  the  accompanying  cer- 
tificate from  Mr.  Pownall,  Naval  Storekeeper,  which  I  request 
you  will  please  to  lay  before  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the 
Admiralty,  for  their  information,  and  move  their  Lordships  to 
comply  with  Mr.  Lewis's  request,  as  I  think  him  very  justly 
and  fully  entitled  to  the  remuneration  he  requires.    I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  RGBIXSON,  H.M.  SHIP  SWIFTSURE. 

[Autograph,  iu  tbe  possession  of  Commr.nder  Robinson.] 

Victory,  January  7tb,  1805. 

Dear  Sir, 
As  you  must  feel  more  comfortable  to  have  an  Officer  on 
board  ^vho  has  been  at  Madalena,  I  send  you  Lieutenant 
Brown,  of  Victory.  I  sincerely  hope  that  your  gout  is  re- 
moved. We  shall  get  a  Westerly  wind,  and  to-morrow  fore- 
noon be  at  anchor ;  and  I  beg  that  you  will  dine  here  if  that 
is  the  case,  and  believe  me,  dear  Sir,  yours  most  faithfully. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

«  He  died  ofUie  fever,  at  GibralUr,  on  the  2l8t  November  1804. 


TO  HI8  EXCELLENCY  HUGH  ELLIOT,  ESQ..  ^APLES. 

[jLalogn^li,  in  the   Elliol  Pap«».      •' January  ISth  [1.*.,  llth.]    P.M.   At  5, 

kil  uid  came  to  in  tlie  Slniu  of  BouiAwciD.    Sqniulnia  uiohared  as 
lath.    A.M.   At  9,  weighed  nnd  mwle  vail.     Al  7  f.k.,  HhorleDnl  Mil 
aluwhorad-     IStb.    ji.ii.   At  f>,  weigbed  uid  mule  sail  for  Agiucouii  SoonL    At 
I.,  ■Bcbored." — ricteiy'i  ioj,] 

Viclory,  MiulBleca,  Juiiiar;  13th.  1805. 

My  dear  Sir, 

I  am   much  pleased   with  your    Excellency's   letters   of 

Jsnuary  2nd,  3rd,  aud  4th,  which  put  rae  in  full  possession  of 

"bat  is   passing  both   in,  and  relative  to,  the  Kingdom  of 

Naples.     Your  Excellency  will  not  expect  from  me  that  re- 

:-uIiir  answer  to  every  one  of  your  dispatches  which  they  de- 

I  rve,  as  it  woidd  lake  up  more  time  than  either  I  or  yon, 

,  Tiibably,  have,  to  give  to  mere  opinions.     With  respect  to 

ilic  French  Fleet,  I  wish  to  God  they  were  out;  but  I  begin 

to  despair  of  their  putting  to  sea  during  the  short  time  I  shall 

probably    be    in    the    Mediterranean.     I    have   stayed    much 

lunger  than  I  ought  to  have  done,  if  I  hud  only  considered 

myself;  but  I  thought  it  very  possible  the  short  days  might 

have  tempted   thcin    to    make  a    run.     I    saw    them    myself 

fourteen  days  ago,  and  the  Frigates  saw  them  the  6th  ;  and 

since,  the  wind  has  been  Easterly;  therefore  they  could  not 

go  to  Naples. 

I  am  much  pleased  to  hear  that  the  Queen  takes  such  a 
spirited  part  for  the  defence  of  Naples,  but  I  would  not  have 
her  Majesty  depressed  by  hearing  that  the  French  are  at  sea ; 
for  if  they  never  come  out,  how  can  she  enjoy  the  spectacle  of 
a  Battle  in  the  Bay  of  Naples  ?  She  may  rely  that  nothing 
shall  be  wanting  on  my  part  to  make  it  superior  to  the  Nile, 
which  it  may  be;  and  could  anytiiing  add  to  my  exertions 
against  the  Enemy,  it  would  be  the  additional  pleasure  of 
knowing  that  I  was  fighting  for  the  existence  of  the  Monarchy 
of  my  benefactors.  But  let  who  wiU  command  this  Fleet, 
they  cannot  go  wrong:  only  get  close  enough.  I  wish  her 
Majesty  would  cause  some  inquiry  to  be  made  at  Messina. 
The  Gun-boats  are  given  up,  and  the  provisions  are  selling 
out  of  the  Citadel,  upon  an  idea  that  they  will  spoil;  and 
that  may  be  true.  But  no  orders  are  given  to  replace  them, 
a0ad  I  own  1  suspect  much  many  of  the  Neapolitan  Officers 
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at  that  place ;  therefore,  entreat  her  Majesly  to  keep 
her  eyes  fixed  upon  Messina,  and  do  not  be  too  late  in 
for  our  Troops  from  Malta.  I  am  sure  both  King  and 
will  take  what  I  say  in  pond  part ;  for  they  have  not  a 
tiire  more  sincerely  attached  to  them,  and  their  Royal  Fi 
than  their  faithful  Nelson.  With  respect  to  Russia,  I 
clearly  of  opinion  that  she  should  not  show  her  iceth,  unl 
she  13  ready  to  bite,  and  the  sending  a  few  Troops  woel^ 
perhaps,  only  expedite  the  plans  of  ihe  Frencli,  unless  tbqf 
were  ready  to  be  supported  by  a  large  Array ;  but  tbt 
distance  of  Russia  is  so  great  that  all  the  mischief  msjbl 
done  before  they  get  upon  the  scene  of  action.  I  liLe  tbi 
idea  of  English  Troops  getting  into  the  Kingdom  of  Na{ils; 
and  if  they  are  well  commanded,  I  am  sure  they  will  do 
well.  They  will  have  more  wants  than  us  Sailors,  bnl  il 
will  be  nothing  compared  to  those  of  the  Russians,  whof^ 
certainly  fipht  well;  but  they  are  a  scourge  to  the  CounHj 
that  unfortunately  wants  their  assistance.  But  when  thi 
French  arc  turned  out,  I  would  recommend  removing  dw 
others  into  places  where  they  cannot  plunder  the  people  of 
the  Country. 

I  now  send  you  the  Excellent,  Captain  Sotheron,  to  relicfe 
the  Renown,  who  will  go  to  England;  and  you  will  find  in 
Captain  Sotheron  every  qualification  of  a  complete  gentle- 
man and  excellent  Officer.  With  respect  to  my  making  War 
upon  Spain,  and  Sir  John  Orde  not  having  done  it,  I  betien 
you  will  think  that  I  have  acted  not  precipitately,  but  coo* 
siatent  with  the  firmness  of  John  Bull.  I  can't  tell  what 
schemes  Ministers  may  have;  but  when  1  am  without  ordeis, 
and  unexpecied  occurrences  arise,  I  shall  always  act  a&  I 
think  the  honour  and  glory  of  my  King  and  Country  demand 
Upon  the  most  mature  and  serious  consideration  I  can  giw 
the  subject,  the  present  lays  within  the  compass  of  a  nut-shelL 
Our  Ministers  demand  certain  [roints  to  be  conceded  to  Ihcmi 
they,  to  give  a  spur,  detain  the  Spanish  treasure.  Spain,  the 
moment  she  hears  of  it,  kicks  yoiu-  Minister  out  of  Madrid^ 
a  plain  proof  they  had  not  acceded  to  our  propositions.  In- 
deed, Mr.  Frere,  you  will  see  by  his  lelter,  did  not  believe  it 
would  have  a  favourable  lermination,  even  had  not  tlie  Fri- 
gates been  detained.     I  send  your  Excellency  his  letters.     I 
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1 1  have  done  perfectly  right.     No  desire  of  wealth  could 

iuencc  my  comliict;  fur  I  had  nothing  to  take  worth  two- 

i  to  me.     Sir  John  Orde  was  sent,  if  it  was  a  Spanish 

ir,  to  lake  the  inoncy ;  hut  until  he  saw  my  orders,  he  did 

It  net.     I  suppose  he  was  fearful  of  that  responsibility  which 

tt  ever  ready  to  take  upon  me  ;  and  now  he  is  to  wallow 

[(wealth,  whilst  I  am  left  a  beggar.     But  such  things  are.    I 

dvc  the  kindest  letters  from  Lord  Melville  and  the  Secre- 

f  of  State,  but  thej  think  the  French  Fleet  is  prize  enough 

IT  roe. 

■Tou  will  believe,  my  dear  Sir,  that  if  I  had  smalt  Vessels, 

;  should  be  with  you  every  month,  or  oftener,  but  I 

c  them  not     No,  not  half  enough  for  the  different  services, 

I  they  arc  decreasing  daily  by  Convoys  going  to  England. 

t  one  has  arrived  for  these  fifteen  months.     I  will  try  and 

ward  your  letters  to  Lisbon,  or  it's  possible  the  Renown 

j^j  carry  them  to  England.     She  will  have  orders  to  Stay 

\t  the  20th  instant  at  Naples,  and  I  shall  wait  three  or  four 

res  for  her  at  this  place.     I  hope  both  Austria  and  Prussia 

lay  he  induced  to  oppose  the  upstart  Emperor,  and  I  think 

!  ancient  Monarchy  nearer  being  established   than  since 

If  93.     The  Fleet,  as  Captain  Sotheron  will  tell  you,  cannot 

1  better  health.     There  has  been  much  pains  taken  to 

ike   Europe  believe  that  we  were  all  dying  of  the  fever. 

General   Fox   is  arrived   at   Gibraltar,   and   the   Rock   was 

considered   in   pratique,   and   the   yellow   flag   struck  upon 

January  1st.     But  I  fear  the  dead  have  been  buried  so  very 

incautiously,  that  danger  may  he  feared  in  the  Hummer  heats. 

Your  Excellency  will  be  so  good  as  to  present  my  humble 

duty  to  both  the  King  and  Queen,  and  believe  me  ever,  with 

the  highest  respect,  your  most  faithful,  obliged,  and  obedient 

servant.  Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  MALCOLM,  H.M.  SHIP  RENOWN. 
[AaUtgnqib,  in  Ih*  possession  of  Rrar-Admiml  Sir  Clurles  Mtlflolm.] 

Vioforj.  Junuarj  )3lh,  1809. 


My  dear  Sir, 
Long  looked  for  i 


come  at  last     Captain  Sotheron  will 
you  will  be  able  to  sail  with  all  Mr. 


Elliul's  dispatches  on  the  20tb,  when  be  assures  me  I 
be  ready.  If  jou  still  keep  ia  the  mind  tu  have  an  € 
into  the  Donegal,  Sir  Richard  is  ready  for  you,  and  I 


I  you. 


given  my  consent,  to  oblige  both  bioi 
dear  Sir,  faithfully  yours, 

Nelson  and  Bi 
I  will  take  care  of  your  Kussians.' 


TO  Hrs  EXCELLENCY  HUGH  ELUOT,  ESQ.  NAPLM 


Secret. 
My  dear  Sir, 

Sir  John  Orde  brought  me  out  ray  leave  to  go  lo  Eng* 
land  for  the  re -establishment  of  my  health,  and  many  rap* 
I>oae  that,  the  moment  I  had  passed  the  Straits,  he  would 
take  upon  him  the  command.  Others  suppose  Sir  John 
Colpoya  will  be  my  successor,  and  there  are  others  that  ihiiA 
I  shall  return,  if  my  health  permits,  and  that  my  Berrica 
will  continue  to  be  acceptable.  However,  I  have  kept  nj 
permission  a  profound  tecrct  in  the  licet.  Everybody  expects 
tliat  it  will  come ;  therefore  do  not  mention  my  having  re- 
ceived it,  to  either  Captain  Sotheron  or  Captain  Malcolm, 
although  you  may  to  ibc  King  and  Queen.  I  do  assure  you 
that  nothing  has  kept  me  here,  but  the  fear  for  the  escape  of 
the  French  Fleet,  and  that  they  should  get  to  either  NafJa 
or  Sicily  in  the  short  days ;  and  that  when  I  go  I  shall  leave 
such  instructions  with  Sir  Richard  Bickerton  (who  I  am  sore 
will  follow  them  well  up)  to  guard  the  Two  Sicilies,  as  be 
would  the  apple  of  his  eye ;  and  nothing  but  gratitude  to 
those  good  Sovereigns  could  have  induced  me  to  stay  oW 
moment  after  Sir  John  Orde'a  extraordinary  Command,  fijt 
his  general  conduct  towards  me  is  not  such  as  I  had  a  right 
tu  cxpecL  Amazon  is  gone  with  my  last  dispatches  to  Gibral- 
tar. I  saw  William  for  five  minutes.  Ue  was  to  have  dined  here« 
but  a  fair  wind  came,  and  that  cancels  all  invitations, 
peeled  a  much  later  letter  from  Mr.  Jackson,  at  K 

>  Tbe  fiuBBian  j'ODDg  geutlemen  before  menlioDed. 


46-3  I-E 

s  wrote  to   him  twice  sin 
',   my   dear   Sir,   your   ' 


f"ou  may  trust  Captain  Sothert 


e  the  date  of  his  letter,     I  am 
2ry   much    obliged   and    faithful 


Nelson  and  Bbonte. 
with  your  confidence. 


TO  CAPTAIN  FRA\K  8OTIIER0N,  H.M.  SHIP  EXCELLENT. 


[f™ 


a  CopT  ii 


P.Fn..] 


TiDtoi7,  Mulolcua  Ijilunds.  Snrdiiiis,  Utb  Juiuarv,  18(10, 

Most  secret  and  confidential. 
Yon  are  hereby  required  and  directed,  on  this  order  beiug 
Dlivered  to  you,  to  receive,  or  to  convoy  them,  if  they  etn- 
irk  OQ  board  their  own  Ships,  the  Kiug,  Queen,  and  Royal 
amily  of  Naples,  to  Palermo,  or  aiich  other  place  as  the  King 
ay  clioose  to  proceed  to ;  and  you  will  afford  every  protec- 
)n  and  assistance  to  all  those  who  may  wish  to  follow  their 
AJesties,  and  that  ihoy  approve  of;  and  you  will  also  receive 
B  Majesty's  Minister  and  suite,  and  afford  such  other  pro- 
in  your  power  to  all  British  Subjects,  and  their 
ly,  as  the  ui^ency  of  the  case  may  require. 

Nelson  and  Bkontb. 


TO  CAPTAIN  KEATS,  H.M.  SHIP  SUPERB. 

[Antogntpli,  in  Uie  posaeasion  of  Mis.  0>Uy.] 

Viclory,  J«uu»rj  IMh.  Ifloa. 

Hy  dear  Keats, 
J  thanks  for  your  Telegraph  mess^e,  and  I  am  sorry 
,  for  form's  sake,  I  must  consider  you,  at  least  for  one  day, 
Quarantine ;  but  I  think  if  Dr.  Scott  will  go  with  one  of 
lur  Officers  to  the  shore,  and  state  to  the  Governor  and 
fficers  of  Health,  ihal  yoa  have  been  as  many  days  in  Qua- 
Dtine  as  you  have  been  from  Algiers,  that  the  place  is 
ialthy,  and  you  are  healthy,  with  such  winning  ways  as  Dr. 
»tt  knows  so  well  how  to  use,  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  you 
iQ  have  pratique  ;  and  let  your  Officer  say  that  I  have  exa- 
med  the  state  of  the  Ship,  and  find  her  proper  to  have  pra- 
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tit]uc,  &c.  &C.,  which  I  am  ready  to  certify  if  the  GoTonil 
wishes  it;  then  I  shall  hope  to  have  you  to  dinner;  buiiflb^l 
will  not  give  you  pratique,  I  shall   to-morrow.     Etct,  ■ 
dear  Keats,  your  much  obhgcd,  I 

Nelsom  asd  Bsostb. 
I  aeod  you  some  late  Papers. 


TO  WILLIAM  MABSDEN,  ESQ.,  ADMIRALTT. 

[Original,  in  (lie  Adminlt]'.] 


Sir, 


Victory,  MuUlena  I&Undi,  lOlli  Jmuv;,  IW 


It  being  ray  intention  to  send  hia  Majesty's  Ship  Am^ 
trite  (lately  captmed  by  the  Donegal)  to  England,  undc 
charge  of  the  Renown,  in  order  to  her  being  manned  nB 
completed  for  service,  as  their  Lordships  may  think  proper  to 
direct,!  have  judged  it  necessary,  for  the  good  of  hbMajeslJi 
Service,  to  appoint  Sir  William  Bolton  to  be  Captain  of  hw, 
and  herewith  transmit  you  a  copy  of  bis  Commission,  and  • 
copy  of  an  acting  order  given  to  Lieutenant  John  Lourf 
command  the  Childcrs,  in  the  room  of  Sir  William  BolUHi: 
also  a  copy  of  an  order  given  to  Mr.  George  Martin  Suther- 
land' to  act  as  Lieutenant  of  the  Royal  Sovereign,  iu  the 
room  of  Captain  Louts,  which  I  request  you  will  be  eo  good 
Its  lay  before  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  fa 
their  information,  and  move  their  Lordships  to  eonfiim  tb 
said  appointments.     I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronts. 


TO  EARL  CA.MDEN,  K.G.  SECRETARY  OF  STATE  FOR  THEWIJ 
DEPARTMENT. 


[AulDgTtpb.  in  the  ( 


looiBl  Offire.] 

Vietorj,  J«iin«tj  M 


My  Lord, 
Yesterday  his  Majesty's  Ship  Superb,  Captain  ] 
tiu-ncd  from  Algiers,  having  landed  Mr.  Cortwright,  ll 

•  Now  Ronr-Aiimlril  Sir  Jolin  Loiiia.  Bnrt, 

*  Mr.  OMrfte  MvUnSuihefluid:  he  uwm  lobttecUed  •LienuiMnl.bMif!' 
1800  and  18O0.  ^?^1 
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pesty's  Consul -General  to  that  place,  who  was  received  by  the 
Hey,  the  Regency,  and  the  Inhabitauts,  with  much  pleasure ; 
and  I  have  do  doubt  but  that  our  fooling  at  Algiers  is  as  a  , 
■nost  favoiu-ed  Nation.  Your  Lordship  will  not  fail  to  observe 
that  the  conduct  of  Captain  Keat9  merits  those  encomiums 
^rhit-b  would  fall  far  short  of  his  merits,  were  I  to  attempt 
■to  express  what  my  feelings  are  upon  this,  as  upon  all  other 
vjccasions  where  the  services  of  Captain  Keats  are  called 
fi>rth.  I  shall,  therefore,  leave  your  Lordship  to  represent 
them  to  his  Majesty,  in  the  manner  and  language  your  Lord- 
ship's sui>erior  judgment  shall  point  out  as  most  proper  for 
their  having  the  fullest  effect. 

Captain  Keats  very  handsomely  attributes  great  credit  to 
the  Ben.ice9  of  the  Reverend  Mr.  Scott,  my  confidential  Secre- 
tary and  Interpreter,  and  to  the  Reverend  Mr.  Evans,  Chap- 
lain of  hia  Majesty's  Ship  Superb,  and  I  beg  leave  to  call  your 
Lordship's  attention  to  the  merits  of  these  gentlemen.  They 
have,  both  in  the  last  and  present  War,  made  themselves  per- 
fectly masters  of  all  the  European  languages  spoken  In  the 
Mediterranean,  which  has  qualified  them  to  be  Interpreters 
on  any  important  occasions,  where  confidence  is  required  to 
be  reposed.  Our  Navy  Chaplains  have  not  generally  the 
good  fortune  to  be  in  the  road  to  promotion :  their  brethren 
ashore  have  all  the  advantage  of  being  'upon  the  spot  (one 
exception,  the  present  Lord  Chancellor  very  handsomely 
having  given  my  former  Chaplain  a  Living,)  I  therefore  pre- 
sume to  recommend  both  these  gentlemen  as  proper  candi- 
dates for  Crown  Livings ;  and  it  would  be  a  great  inducement 
for  the  Navy  Chaplains  to  make  themselves  useful  to  the 
State,  in  a  greater  degree  than  they  are  at  present,  for  we  all 
want  persons  of  learning  and  confidence  to  write  oiu-  letters 
to  Foreign  Courts,  which  in  the  Mediterranean  we  are  always 
in  correspondence  with. 

The  Dey  having  received  the  Consul,  as  he  expressed  him- 
self at  tile  lime,  '  I  receive  you  without  presents;'  and  our 
amity  with  Algiers  being,  perhaps  more  firmly  established 
than  for  many  years  past,  I  submit  to  your  Lordship's  con^- 
deration,  whether  it  would  not  at  this  moment  cement  the 
friendship,  was  some  presents  to  be  made  to  the  Regency,  not 
upon  account  of  the  Consul,  but  as  a  pardculor  present  from 
hia  Majesty.     I  have,  &c.  Nelson  and  Bronts. 


TO  COMMISSIONER  OTWAY,  MALTA. 
[Antofnpti,  in  llic  p«*i«8iii<ia  of  Beu- Admiral  Inglcfldd,  CJJ.] 
My  dear  Sir,  Victory,  Jann.ty 

I  am  milch  obliged  by  your  favour  of  January  3rd|  a 
the  Camel  will  come  direct  to  the  Flcel,  she  will  be  t 
the  most  eligible  conveyance  you  can  have ;  and  I  hof 
reap  another  fjreat  advant^e  from  your  coming  in  that  Ship,  n 
that  she  will  be  much  Eooner  unloaded,  and  reloaded,  vilb 
the  stores  wanted  fur  the  Fleet,  by  your  presence.  We  « 
an  entire  floating  Arsenal.  When  we  get  you  to  the  Fleet, 
easy  modes  will  be  found  to  carry  you  to  Gibraltar.  As  all 
our  Sloops  will  soon  be  wore  out,  if  the  Small  Craft  caunut 
get  men  at  Malta,  I  am  aiiraid  Che  Eastern  part  of  the  station 
will  be  very  badly  off  for  the  necessary  protection  ;  but  if  the 
Admiralty  will  not  give  me  Sloops,  and  Small  Craft  cannot 
get  men  at  Malta,  1  have  no  means  of  fiirDbhing  the  meuu 
of  protection. 

I  send  you  a  copy  of  Captain  Malcolm's  last  letter  to  me. 
You  will  see  that  Mr.  Taylor  has  not  been  correct  iD  saying 
he  had  not  given  Mr.  James  any  orders;  it  was  enough 
between  man  and  man,  where  words  were  to  be  relied  upon 
more  than  the  official  forms.  I  can  again  repeat  that  Mr. 
Bunce  would  be  a  most  valuable  acquisition  to  any  Yard ;  and 
should  you  find  it  proper  to  suspend  Mr.  Stocker,  upon  your 
application  I  will  send  Mr.  Bunce,  for  whose  abilities  and 
good  conduct  I  would  pledge  my  head.  The  Excellent  is 
gone  to  relieve  the  Renown,  who  is  going  direct  to  England. 
My  staying  or  going  seems  at  present  very  uncertain.  With 
every  good  wish,  I  am  ever,  my  dear  Sir,  your  much  obliged, 

Nelsun  and  Beontb. 


DIARY. 


[From  Claike  and  M'Althur,  vol.  ii.  p.  3D».    "  Jutau?  aOth,  [t.(.,  19lh.]  r.u. 

Seahurae  and  Aelite  ngoined.      At  4'tiU,  veigbed  and  mule  anil  oul  of  Agjoconit 

I    Bound,  llirougli  Iha  Biche  ChuoDel.     At  O-'JO.  putied  tlmiugb  tbe  Birbe  CliutMl, 

I   Sqaadron  foUoning."— rirtory'iioj]  

'  ,      Jnuuarj  llHli, 

Hard  gales  N,W.     At  three,  p.m.  tbe  Active  and  Seal 
I  arrived  at  Madalena,  with  information  that  the  French  I 
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^^■t  to  sea  from  Toulon  yesterday.'  These  Frigates  were 
^^■Be  to  ihcm  at  ten  o'clock  last  night,  and  saw  one  of  them 
^^■til  two  o'clock  this  morning,  llnmaored  and  weighed.  At 
^^bnty-eight  minutes  past  four,  made  the  general  signal  for  each 
^^Bp  to  carry  a  light,  and  repeat  signals  during  the  night,  made 
^^Vthc  Admiral.  Ran  through  the  Passage  between  Biche  and 
^^■rdinia  at  six  o'clock.  At  thiny-livc  minntcs  past  six,  burnt 
^^Huc  light,  and  at  forty-tive  minutes  past,  another.  At  seven 
^^Bwhole  Fleet  was  clear  of  the  Passage.  Sent  Seahorse  round 
^^B  Southern  end  of  Sardinia,  to  St.  Peters,  to  k>ok  out  for 
^^Bn,  but  to  prevent  the  Enemy,  as  much  as  possible,  from 
^^Bng  Iter ;  and  the  moment  Captain  Boyle  discovered  them, 
^^■etum  to  me.  From  their  position  when  last  seen,  and  the 
^^■Re  they  were  steering,  S.  or  S.  b  W.,  they  could  only  be 
^^Knd  round  the  Southern  end  of  Sardinia.  At  nine,  p.m. 
^^He  away  along  that  Island  with  the  following  Ships — Vic- 
II  tory,  Donegal,  Superb,  Can  op  us,  Spencer,  Tigre,  Royal 
Sovereign,  Leviathan,  Belleisle,  Conqtieror,  Swiftsure,  and 
Active  Frigate.     During  the  n^bt  it  was  squally,  unsettled 

*  UotuienT  Thi*iB  skyi.thit  tlie  Fleet  in  Toiilnii,  wliicb  liidbpeuini^reued  from 
rigbt  toaleTpn  Sliipe  oriLo  Liue,  hid  reqnind  Ihe  vliule  moDLli  cif  Unceniber  to  get 
atdjlot  seb;  IbU  aaneril  Laiiriaton,  Kipuleoa's  Aiiic-i]e-Cftinp,  lud  been  nppoiuted 
lo  fonn  ■  coipg  i>f  6000  picked  mon,  i*itb  W  csjuiaii,  and  a  biltsriiig  train,  lud  to 
embuk  tlie  whole  in  Ibe  Toulon  Fleet ;  llint  that  Fleet,  an  ila  vij,  *>»  («  dctncb  ■ 
dirision  la  St.  nelena,  to  lake  posseseioD  of  Ibe  I^iloiid,  Iben  to  proceed  to  Suiisiun, 
[Flake  Ibe  Dutch  colonies,  and  Ilien  to  join  Ibe  Squadron  under  Admiral  UisaieHej, 
nhieh.oD  it."  put,  would  have  relieved  tlie  French  Weal  ludin  Inlands,  and  ravaged  lbs 
Eaglish  Coloni^B.  and  Ibal  both  SquadruDs.  after  baTiug  decojsd  tbe  Engliah  towards 
America,  and  liberated  Oanleaume  with  Uie  BreEt  SquadroD,  were  to  return  to 
Europe.  Monaieur  Tliiera  then  bujb,  thai  Ganteaume  bad  wailed  during  Ilie  wbole 
winter,  uatil  Miseiesa;  and  VilleneuTe,  numing  out  of  Toulon,  abould  draw  off  iha 
Engliah  1  that  Hiisiea^j  tailed  bom  Roebbrt  on  )be  lllh  of  Jaunai?,  and.  without 
being  teen  bj  the  English,  proceeded  Id  the  West  IndieH,  with  Bve  Shipa  o(  tht 
Liue  and  fuur  Frigates.  Alter  some  very  severe  remarks  on  Admiral  VilteneUTe, 
HonaieoT  Thiers  lb ns  speaks  of  the  sailing  of  the  Squadron  under  ViUeueuve's  coni- 
mand  from  Toulon ; — ■■  Urged  by  Napoleon,  by  Ihe  Minister  Oeerta,  and  by  General 
LanrisIoD.  be  gol  ready  to  weigh  anabur  taworda  the  end  of  Deevmber.  A  head 
wind  [qd  venl  deboulj  detained  bim  in  Toulou  fioada,  trom  the  end  af  December 
lo  Ihe  l>^th  of  JuiiiBry.  On  the  l^th,  Ihe  wind  baling  changed,  be  set  Bail,  and  bj 
steering  a  wrong  caurne.  succeeded  in  uviuling  the  Enemy.  [En  biaonl  fauese  route, 
1  se  Bonsmire  k  I'ennemi.]  Bui  in  the  course  of  the  nigbt  a  heavy  lemjwit 
arose,  and  the  iueiperfenee  of  the  erews,  and  the  bad  ynality  of  Ihe  ntaterials, 
eipmed  many  of  our  Veisels  {jiludieun  de  noa  bolimeDIs]  to  neriona  aocideuta. 
The  Squadron  «raa  disperseel.  lu  the  niotning,  Yilloueuve  found  hinuel/  aepanUed, 
itilh  four  Shipa  of  Ihe  Line  and  one  Frigale.  Some  bad  carried  away  their  top- 
^gt/la,  others  bad  apmng  leoka,  or  bad  received  damage  not  eaailj  repairad  tU^^^ 


weather.  At  forty-eight  miniites  pnst  eight,  burnt  a  bine 
light ;  at  half-past  ten,  down  topgallant  yards,  and  struck  toi*- 
gallant  masts.  At  Diidniglit,  moderate  breezes  and  clear.  At 
two,  [a.m.  20th  January]  burnt  a  blue  light,  and  at  four  blBBl 
another,  and  made  more  sail.  At  thirty-five  minutes  past  se^ea, 
Active  made  the  signal  for  a  Sail ;  and  immediately  aflerwardi, 
that  the  strange  Sail  was  a  Vessel  of  War,  which  proved  to  be 
the  Seahorse.  At  fifty  minutes  past  seven,  made  the  signJ 
that  Spencer  and  Leviathan  were  to  be  a  Detached  Squadrwii 
delivered  the  Honourable  Captain  Slopford  a  letter  to  thai 
effect,  directing  him  to  keep  on  my  weather-beam  with  thetn, 
being  fast-sailing  Ships,  to  act  as  occasion  might  require.  At 
fifty-five  minutes  past  eight,  made  Active's  signal  to  close 
nearer  the  Admiral,  and  at  twenty  minutes  past  nine,  ratde 
Swiftsure's  to  do  the  same.  At  twenty-five  minutes  past  nine, 
made  the  general  signal  to  *  Prepare  for  Battle.'  At  twenty- 
five  minutes  past  eleven,  made  the  same  signal,  to  *  Form  the 
established  Order  of  Sailing  in  two  columns,'  and  the  agnil 

Biisides  tlieae  tniandveatiircs,  two  EugtiBli  FrigUes  vert  valciiing  lu,  ind  iW 
Adiuirol  was  aSrali  of  the  EDemj  coming  n]>  with  liiln  [ngoLni]  lU  the  moaatX 
wlicn  be  litd  but  five  Bsil  [Tsisieaiii]  In  oppose  lo  him.  He  ibrrefbre  dplmmMd 
to  pat  back  to  TonloD,  altboiigh  be  Wks  >lreHiljUTeatjleag:iieB  dislnni  ftomit;  ai 
notwltlistuiding  die  eoueuiea  of  Geuenl  Lauriston,  wbn,  reekoniiig  four  (honMBd 
uid  Boms  handreds  of  men  on  baard  Uie  Vessels  which  still  tcmaiued  togelber.  fc- 
m&Dded  to  be  tak^ii  to  liiB  desllniuion,  Villeaeave  relumed  lo  Toiilon  on  llw  3Tlh 
[he,  bnl  trolj  the  2Iat.  i.  e.  "  1"  pluvidse.  tn  liii.,"  The  due  of  Admint  VilleiMOtt'l 
diepatcb,  umouiiGiiig  bis  relum],  uid  succeeded  in  esnembliag  liis  tihole  SqiudnB 
there." — Biaory  of  the  Conmlate  and  thr  Empin,  trenalatnl  b)t  Cu&pbcD,  Tol.  t. 
pp.  IA7,  1 JS ;  collated  vitb  tbe  ariginal  edition.  Upon  tbia  slatemeDt  il  b  ID  h 
obaerved,  thai  tbe  preaense  of  onr  Squadron,  ruber  tbnn  "  UD  venl  deboul,'  >mb* 
lo  have  detained  Admiral  Villenenie  nnlil  after  tbe  l^tli  of  Juiaar7,  becauw,  in  ibl 
earl;  part  of  (be  mouth,  the  irind  was  narthcrl;;  and  as,  on  the  Dlb  or  lOtb,  [^ 
Nelson  quitted  his  Mation  for  Sardinia,  Villeueure,  oten  if  he  ww  Bol  inaie  eflh 
tiut,  mnat  bate  known  thai  the  English  Squadron  had  nol  been  seen  in  Ok  lidnllf 
of  Tonian  tot  upwards  of  a  week,  thus  aiTordiug  a  presumptioo  tbu  they  M  w 
nsnal,  either  gone  off  Cape  St.  Sebastian,  or  to  Sardinia  fur  water  an 
As  on  tbe  18th,  the  English  Squadron  was  at  nnchoT  at  Madalena, 
onderBtand  how  Admiral  Villenenve,  by  "  fusint  fnusiie  rotite,  & 
renneioii'  inasmucb  as  by  steering  SouUi  orS.bE.,  instead  of  a  course  to  l«kf  bnl 
outoflJie  MeditBrraneiin,  be  did,  in  fnet,  appro acb  Nelson's  Squadron  iinnecetsartll  i 
and  this  is,  no  doubl.  one  reason  for  behering  Ibat  be  was  not  aware  of  its  bHo(H 
UadHlenn.  bat  supposed  it  was  off  Cape  St.  Sebdstian.  It  is,  howetcr.  obrioii*  lU 
if  the  Froncb  really  Hailed  nilb  the  intention  of  passing  tbe  Straits,  their  prDoeedilp 
oompletely  deceived  Lord  Nelson,  but  whose  usual  sngaoily,  neveitheless  di^laffJ 
itaelt  In  suppoB[ng  that  lliey  wei-e  forced  bock  to  Toulou,  in  ■  crippled  coadillMi^ 
lbs  gale  of  the  lOib. 
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[■Keep  in  close  Order,'     Spencer  and  Lcviaihan  acparaled 

ja  this   Order,  to  be  the  readier  to  push  at  any  detached 

■ips  of  the  Enemy.     [Noon,  Mount  Santo  bore  N.W.,  dis- 

E  six  leagues. —  Vicloiy's  Loi/.'\    AH  night  very  hard  gales 

dS.S.  W.  to  S.W., which  continued  throughout  the  next  day; 

g  great  part  of  the  time  we  were  under  storm  staysails. 


TO  CAPTAIN  THOMAS,  H.M.  SHIP  MTtiA. 

[Anlogrepl],  in  the  paHession  o(  Bev- Admiral  TbomaB. 
Sir,  Viclorj,  Junniiry  lOtb,  1805. 

lie  French  Fleet  put  to  sea  yesterday,  and  were  seen  last 
^t  at  twelve  o'clock,  steering  South,  or  S.  b  W.,  then 
the  latitude  of  Ajaccio,  going  ten  or  eleven 
les  per  hour.  They  are  therefore,  from  this  account,  bound 
md  the  South  end  of  Sardinia.  It  is  therefore  my  intention 
f  proceed  to  the  Southward,  and  endeavour  lo  intercept 
If  you  do  not  hear  of  us  in  a  few  days,  you  must  take 
B  Transports  to  Malta,  and  then  endeavour  to  join  me, 
lerever  you  may  hear  I  may  be.     I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Beonte. 


TO  HIS  EXCELLENCY  SIR  JOHN  ACTON,  BART.,  PALERMO. 
[From  ■  Copx,  in  ihe  EUiot  Pripcra.] 
My  dear  Sir  John,  Vi«lory,  Jannary  aasJ.  1805. 

The  French  Fleet  aailed  from  Toulon  on  Friday  last,  the 
18th.  Our  Frigates  saw  part  of  them  all  day,  and  were 
d  hy  some  of  the  Ships.  At  ten  o'clock  the  same  night, 
fj  were  in  the  French  Fleet,  then  nearly  in  the  latitude  of 
Ajaccio,  steering  South,  or  S.  b  W,,  the  direct  course  for  the 
Island  of  Toro,  South  end  of  Sardinia,  it  blowing  a  strong 
gale  at  N.W,,  and  a  heavy  sea.  The  French  were  then,  by 
Captain  Moubray's  account,  carrying  a  heavy  press  of  sail. 
A\,  three  o'clock  in  the  allemoon  of  the  19th,  Captain 
Moubray  made  his  report  to  me  at  Madalena,  and  at  six 
the  whole  Fleet  was  at  sea,  with  a  fresh  breeze  at  W.N.W., 
steering  to  the  Southward  along  the  Sardinian  shore,  intend- 
ing lo  push  for  the  South  end  of  Sardinia,  where  I  could 
have  little  fear  but  that  I  should  meet  them;  for,  from  all  I 
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have  heard  from  the  Captains  of  the  Frigates,  the  Enemy 
must  be  bound  round  the  South  end  of  Sardinia,  but  whether 
to  Cagliari,  Sicily,  the  Morea,  or  Egypt,  I  am  most  com- 
pletely in  ignorance.  I  believe  they  have  six  or  seven  thou- 
sand Troops  on  board.  On  the  20th,  we  were  taken  with  a 
heavy  gale  at  S.S.W,,  which  has  arrested  our  progress.  It  is 
DOW  (eight  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  22nd)  at  W.  b  S., 
and  we  are  sisteen  leagues  East  from  Cape  Carbonara,  blow- 
ing fresh,  with  a  heavy  sea,  so  that  I  stand  no  chance  of 
closing  with  Sardinia  to  day.  I  have  sent  a  Frigate  to  both 
Cagliari  and  the  Island  of  Si.  Pierres,  to  try  and  gel  informa- 
tion ;  and  although  I  have  only  one  Frigate  with  me,  I  send 
her  to  your  Excellency,  that  you  may  be  put  upon  yoor 
guard,  in  case  the  Enemy  are  bound  £o  Sicily ;  and  I  beg 
that  you  will  send  likewise  to  Naples,  in  case  their  passing 
the  South  end  of  Sardinia  should  be  a  feint  in  order  to 
deceive  me.  But  I  rather  think  they  believe  I  am  off  Cape 
St.  Sebastians,  where  I  am  often  forced  to  lake  shelter.  If 
the  French  have  had  similar  winds  to  us,  it  was  imposEible 
they  could  be  round  Toro  before  the  morning  of  the  20th; 
and  since  that  time,  till  this  morning,  they  have  had  no  winds 
which  would  allow  thera  to  weather  Maritimo,  if  they  arc  des- 
tined for  either  Egypt  or  the  Morea.  It  is  almost  impossible 
they  can  have  passed  us  and  gone  to  Naples;  and  I  am  at  this 
moment  in  the  best  possible  position  for  intercepting  them, 
should  that  be  their  destination. 

I  must  be  guided  in  all  my  future  movements  by  informa> 
lion  which  I  may  receive ;  therefore  I  can  only  assure  your 
Excellency  of  my  ardent  desire  to  fall  in  with  them,  and  that 
no  escrtion  of  mine  shall  be  wanting  to  annihilate  them.  I 
ever,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  Excellency's  most  obedient 
and  faithful  servant.  Nelson  and  Baoi 


TO  SIR  ALEXANDER  JOHN  BALL,  DABT.,  MALTA. 

[Aulograiili.  ia  tLe  passeBsion  of  Sir  WiUiaiu  Eeilli  Dsll,  But.] 

Viotoif,  Janusrj  Sdnd,  18DS,  H  i.u.,  10  Lg>gn«a  Eut  gf 

Cape  Carbon  um. 

My  dear  Ball, 
I  send  you  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  Sir  John  Acton,  which 
tells  all  I  know,  and  I  send  you  a  copy  of  Captain  Moubri^9 


JF.T.  46.] 
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Log,  therefore  all  I  have  to  request  of  you  is,  to  advise  Cap- 
tain Schomberg,  whom  I  have  ordered  to  consult  you,  to  send 
to  every  position  you  can  think  of  to  get  information.  If 
they  are  passed  by  Cape  Bon,  I  should  think  they  would 
know  it  at  Tunis.  What  would  I  give  to  know  where  they 
are  bound  to,  or  lo  see  them! — the  result  of  a  meeting  I 
should  be  a  wretch  lo  doubt.  I  am  naturally  very  anxious, 
therefore  you  must  foi^ive  my  short  letter. 

11  A.M. — The  Seahorse  saw  yesterday,  at  3  p.m.,  a  French 
Frigate  off  Fula,  but  it  was  so  thick  that  he  could  not  see 
three  miles  distant,  therefore  eould  not  make  out  the  French 
Fleet.  We  have  a.  dead  foul  wind  and  lieavy  sea.  I  cannot, 
for  want  of  Frigates,  send  off  this  letter.  I  am  over,  my  dear 
Ball,  yours  most  faithfully, 

Nelson  and  Bhonte. 


[F, 


DIARY. 

nnd  M'Arthnr.  *d1.  ii.  p.  393.] 


We  had  in  the  morning  very  heavy  squalls  from  the  West- 
ward; Seahorse  in  sight  coming  down.  At  half-past  nine, 
ehe  made  the  signal  that  she  had  been  chased  by  the  Enemy's 
Frigates ;  and  at  ten,  that  she  had  '  Intelligence  to  commu- 
nicate.' At  eleven.  Captain  Boyle  informed  me,  that  yester- 
day afternoon,  at  three  o'clock,  he  had  seen  a  French  Frigate 
standing  in  for  Pula,  but  it  v/as  so  thick  he  could  not  discern 
the  French  Fleet,  and  it  blew  a  heavy  gale  of  wind  at  S.S.W. 
I  sincerely  pray  for  a  favourable  wind ;  for  we  eanuot  be  more 
than  twenty  leagues  from  them,  and  if  C^liari  be  their  object, 
and  the  Sardes  will  but  defend  their  Capital,  we  shall  be  in 
ime  to  save  them :  pray  God  it  may  be  so. 


■cUd( 


TO  Hia  EXCELLENCY  HUGH  ELLIOT,  ESQ.,  NAPLES. 

[Antogrmpfa,  in  Ibe  Elliot  Ftpen.1 

Violorj,  Gulf  of  C»gliari,  Itauaij  20th,  180S. 


My  dear  Sir, 

I  send  jour  Excellency  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  Sir  John 
Actoo,  which  will  tell  you  all  I  know.     If  the  French  Fleet 
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is  gone  to  Naples,  jou  will  never  get  this  letter.  If  they  ne 
not,  it  will  be  pleasant  to  know  my  position,  and  that  I  must 
cover  Messina  by  my  going  to  the  Eastward.  I  shall  probably 
push  for  the  Morea,  and  heel  of  Italy,  should  they  be  de*- 
lined  tu  carry  across  the  Adriatic  the  Army  in  the  Kingdom 
of  Naples.  But  God  knows  their  intentions ! — perhaps  it  maf 
be  Egypt  again.  Pray  don't  keep  Captain  Boyle  one  moment, 
for  I  have  neither  Frigates  or  small  Vessels  with  me.  Present 
mc  to  their  Majesties  as  most  anxious  to  defend  their  King- 
doms. You  will  believe  how  anxious  I  must  be.  I  am  ever, 
my  dear  Sir,  your  moat  obliged  and  faithful  servant. 

Nelson  and  Bbontb. 


TO  HIS  EXCELLENCY  SIR  JOHN  ACTON,  BART,  PALERMO. 


[From  ■  Copy,  ill  tlie  Elliot  Pspers.] 

\lat017,  sundjng  ioto  the  Gulf  of  CiglUri.  Juiuvj  -iMi,  ISOi. 
My  dear  Sir  John, 

It  has  blown  a  heavy  gale  of  wind  from  the  S.S.W,  until 
this  morning,  when  I  am  off  the  Island  of  Serpcntari-  From 
the  information  of  llie  French  Frigates  standing  into  the  Gulf 
of  Cagliari,  I  sent  my  two  Frigates  to  watch  the  Enemy's 
motions,  or  to  get  me  some  information  of  their  movements: 
one  has  just  returned  with  no  information,  but  as  she  has  not 
communicated  with  Cagliari,  I  am  obliged  to  send  her  back. 
If  the  Vice-Roy  knows  nothing  of  them,  I  shall  push  direct 
for  Palermo,  in  case  Sicily  should  be  their  object ;  and  I  shall, 
the  moment  I  can  get  hold  of  any  other  Frigate,  send  her  to 
Naples,  with  orders  for  her  to  join  me  off  the  Faro  of  Mes- 
sina. I  shall  then  be  at  hand  to  cover  Messina,  in  case  they 
should  pass  round  Cape  Passaro,  or  to  proceed  to  Naples  ia 
case  they  are  in  that  Bay.  You  will  believe  my  anxiety.  I 
have  neither  ate,  drank,  or  slept  wilh  any  comfort  since  last 
Sunday. 

10  o'clock.— I  have  just  spoke  a  Vessel  which  left  the  Gulf 
of  Palma  last  night  The  Enemy's  Fleet  was  not  there.  I 
hope  to  have  my  answer  from  Cagliari  by  four  o'clock,  and  I 
lio[>e  to  be  with  you  to-morrow.  Pray,  Sir  John,  tell  the 
Captain  all  you  know;  Captain  Bayntua   is   an   excellent 
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TO  urs  EXCELLENCY  THE  VICE-ROY  OF  SICILY. 


[AnlagrBpli  draugLl, 


Sip, 


□Bacssioa  of  Mian  Ballon,  of  B 


"-] 


Victory,  at  Sen,  Tnunuy  3fl(h,  180S. 


Officer,  and  can  tell  jou  as  much  as  I  can.     Excuse  my  hasty 
Bcrawl;  but  I  am  ever  your  Excellency's  most  faithful  and   ■ 
obliged  fiicnd  and  servant. 

Nelson  and  Bbonte. 
I  hope  tbe  Governor  of  Augusta  will  not  give  up  the  Post 
to  the  French  Fleet;  but  if  he  does,  I  shall  go  in  and  attack 
them,  for  I  consider  the  destruction  of  the  Enemy's  Fleet  of 
so  much  consequence,  that  I  would  wiUingly  have  half  of 
mine  burnt  to  effect  their  destruction.  I  am  in  a  fever.  God 
eend  I  may  find  them  I 

^K  Tbe  difficulties  which  some  of  his  Majesty's  Ships  under 
^^ny  command  have  experienced  in  obtaining  pratique  in  the 
Porta  of  Sicily,  although  they  were  clearly  entitled  to  the 
most  liberal  pratique,  render  it  necessary  for  rae  to  demand, 
in  the  name  of  my  Sovereign,  that  orders  may  be  instantly 
given  to  all  the  Governors,  &c.,  in  the  different  Ports  of  Sicily, 
that  all  Ships  having  my  Certificate  of  Health  shall  be  in- 
stantly entitled  to  the  most  liberal  pratique,  and  receive  every 
hospitable  reception  which  the  close  and  intimate  alliance 
between  our  most  gracious  Sovereigns  so  justly  entitles  them 
to  expect;  and  I  beg  to  be  furnished  with  a  duplicate  copy  of 

te  Order,     I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
Nelson  and  Bronte. 
u 


PRIVATE  DIARY. 
[From  Clwke  ud  M'ArtliuT,  vol.  ii.  p.  SDA.] 

Victorj.  Junviwy  2,9th,  leoS. 
Stromboli  burnt  very  strongly  throughout  the  night.  Passed 
NDUDd  it  aLthtee  in  the  morning.  As  we  ran  outside  the  Lipari 
Islands,  we  had  been  obliged  to  steer  E.  b  N.,  and  for  two 
hoius  E.N.E.  by  compass,  when,  by  the  Spanish  chart,  E. 
and  E.  b  S.  were  laid  down  as  the  proper  course. 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ.,  ADMIRALTY. 

Ill  AutDgrs|ili  draugbi,  id  Ibe  possenion  U 


Sir, 


Victory,  Fara  of  MeaaiDa,  Juiuu;  -2mh,  190).  4 


From  the  middle  of  December,  I  had  information  &om 
various  places,  and  amongst  others,  from  the  King  of  Sardinia, 
that  the  French  were  assembling  Troops  near  Toulon,  and  had 
taken  some  of  the  best  Troops  and  a  corps  of  Cavalrj'  from  the 
Riviere  of  Genoa.  Captain  Capel  obtained  information  that 
every  Seaman  was  pressed  and  sent  to  Toulon.  On  the  16th, 
the  Active  spoke  a  Vessel  from  Marseilles,  who  reported  thai 
seven  thousand  Troops  embarked  on  board  the  French  Fleet 
The  wind  had  been  nearly  fourteen  days  Easterly,  from  N.E. 
to  S.E, ;  therefore,  if  the  Enemy  had  been  bound  to  fhe 
Westward,  they  could  not  have  gone  with  a  fair  wind.  On 
the  18th,*  the  Enemy  put  to  aea,  steering  for  the  South-«nd  of 
Sardinia.  On  the  19th,  I  was  informed  of  it,  and  put  to  set 
from  the  Madatena  Islands,  that  evening.  On  the  2l8t,  a 
French  Frigate  was  seen  off  the  South-end  of  Sardinia  by  the 
Seahorse ;  but  the  weather  was  so  thick  and  gale  so  strong, 
that  Captain  Boyle  could  not  see  their  Fleet,  and  he  joined 
me  the  22nd  with  the  information ;  but  it  was  from  heavy 
gales  the  26th,  before  I  could  communicate  with  Cagliari,  at 
which  place  they  knew  nothing  of  the  Enemy.  On  the  same 
day,  the  Phcebe  joined  with  information  that  a  French  Ship 
of  eighty  guns  had  put  into  Ajaccio  on  the  19th,  in  the  even- 
ing, with  the  loss  of  her  topmasts,  and  otherwise  much 
ciippled.  The  Seahorse  was  detached  to  Naples  the  25lh, 
wiUi  information. 

On  the  '28th,  I  was  off  Palermo  and  communicated  with  Sir 
John  Acton ;  and  the  news  which  the  Court  of  Naples  has 
from  Paris  of  January  5th,  makes  ihem  fear  that  Sicily  might 
be  the  object  of  the  Enemy's  armament. 


'  On  (he  1-Jth  of  Februarf ,  IHO^,  Lord  Nelsoo  seal  ■  diipUcu 
to  wMoh  he  made  tbe  rollowing  addiLion: — "N.O.  I  now  know 
Fleet  CUQC  am  of  TouIoD  on  ILe  ITth  of  Juiunry.  H-ilh  ■  gnalli 
N.W.,  tud  nuled  bflweeo  Oku  uid  the  HUkb  Istaads  until  Ilii 
on  the  18tb,  when  tiitj  ptoeeeded  wilb  ■  BCrang  gale. — Nelbon 


One  of  two  things  must  liave  happened,  that  either  the  j 
French  Fleet  must  have  put  back  crippled,  or  that  ihey  are  j 
gone  to  the  Eastward,  probably  lo  Egypt,  therefore,  I  find  no  \ 
difficulty  in  pursuing  tbo  line  of  conduct  I  have  adopted.     If  I 
the  Enemy  have  put  back  crippled,  I  could  never  overtake 
them,  and  therefore  I  can  do  no  harm  in  going  to  (he  East- 
ward ;  and  if  the  Enemy  are  gone  to  the  Eastward,  I  am  righL 
My  future  movements  must  be  guided  by  such  information  as 
I  may  be  able  to  obtain,  hut  their  Lordships  may  rely  that 
every  exertion  shall  be  nsed  to  find  them  out  and  bring  them 
to  Battle.     I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

Nelsok  and  Bronte. 


TO  SIR  ALEXANDER  JOHN  BALL,  BAIIT„  MALTA. 


[Aulograph,  in  if 


n  Keiia  BiJI,  D>r1.] 


I 


Ticlcinf.  .Tiuin«i7  Slst,  leOS. 

My  dear  Ball, 

The  French  Fleet  may  possibly  be  severely  crippled,  and 
put  into  various  Porta.  On  the  22nd,  in  the  evening,  in  a 
gale  W.  S.  W.  the  Hydra  saw  three  large  Shi])s  running 
along  shore  towards  Sl  Fiorenzo;  but  as  Captain  Mundydid 
not  know  the  Enemy's  Fleet  had  sailed,  he  thought  they  might  ' 
be  some  of  our  Ships. 

I  have  sent  Morgiana  lo  look  into  Elba  and  St,  Fiorenzo, 
then  to  drop  a  letter  for  me  either  at  Madalcna.  Si.  Pierres, 
or  Cagliari,  and  proceed  to  Malta,  Bittern  lo  Tunis  and 
Fantalaria,  then  to  Malta ;  Seahorse  round  Cape  Corse,  or 
through  the  Madalcna  Islands,  ofFToulon.  Hydra  round  the 
South  end  of  Sardinia,  or  Madalena  olf  Toulon.  Active, 
orders  lef^  at  Messina,  round  either  eud  of  the  Islands  or 
through  Bonifeccio,  off  Toulon.  Each  ordered  to  send  letters 
for  me  to  St.  Pierres,  Madalena,  and  Cagliari,  and  to  Malta 
— Termagant  to  cruize  off  Toro  fourteen  days.  Phoebe  | 
to  Coron,  round  by  Goza  of  Candia.  I  shall  proceed  t 
winds,  or  information,  or  the  getting  no  information  may  i 
make  me  judge  proper ;  you  shall  hear  of  me.  If  I  return 
I  shall  call  perhaps  off  Malta,  but  that  must  be  very  uncertain. 
Celerity  io  my  movements  may  catch  these  fellows  yet. 


su 
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reports  of  Vessels  from  Toulon,  takeo  by  Termag&nl,  eleven 
Sail  of  the  Line,  and  nine  Frigates  and  Corvettes — twentj 
Sail  of  S)ii|>s  in  the  whole.  I  shall  only  hope  to  fall  in  with 
them.  I  Bhoiild  be  unworthy  of  my  Command  if  I  dared  U 
doubt  the  event  with  such  a  fine  Fleet  as  I  have  the  bap^nneM. 
of  commanding.  God  bless  you,  my  dear  Ball,  and  bdien 
me  ever  your  most  sincere  and  faithful  friend. 

Nelson  and  Bboutt^ 


[Autagnpli  driugUI,  ii 


Sir, 


iQ  o(  die  Heverend  Hrarj  OinUrttoiUL] 
Mclorj.  FebruU7  Im,  180J. 


As  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  tlie  Fleet  should 
be  separated  at  this  very  important  crisis,  I  rely  that  most  pai^ 
ticular  attention  will  be  paid  in  order  to  prevent  it.  Bot 
should  such  a  circumstance  uoavuidably  take  place,  it  is  aih 
solutely  impossible  for  me  to  point  out  precisely  the  place 
where  the  Fleet  may  be  found,  as  my  movements  must  depend 
upon  such  information  as  I  may  receive.  My  present  intentioD 
is  to  proceed  off  Coron,  where  the  Phoebe  is  gone  for  informa- 
tion; then  off  Goza  of  Candia;  then  probably  to  AlexaQdria; 
and  not  finding  the  Enemy  in  any  of  those  places,  then  to  > 
return  to  the  Westward. 

You  must  therefore  exercise  your  judgment,  and,  as  a  last 
resource,  go  off  Valet  I  a  harbour,  and  remain  there,  until  you 
hear  from,  or  of  mc  ;  but  you  are  not  upon  any  consideration, 
short  of  absolute  distress,  to  go  into  the  harbour,  but  be  ready 
to  join  me  the  first  information  you  may  be  able  to  obtain 
where  to  find  me.     I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Beonte. 


TO  WILLUM  MARSDEN,  ESQ„  ADMIRALTY. 

[OriginiJ,  in  1  lie  AdmirsJlj.] 

Victory,  it  Sem  4lli  Fiibnmry,  ISOa. 

r, 

The  Commissioners  for  taking  care  of  Sick  and  Wounded 
Seamen,  having  requested  that  I  would  cause  a  further 
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!t  to  be  entered  into  with  Mr.  John  Broadbent,  Merchaot  at 
tsina,  for  twenty  thousand  gallons  of  lemon  juice,  in  addi- 
1  to  the  thirty  thousand  previously  agreed  for  by  Doctor 
3e  shilling  per  gallon,  cask  included,  I  beg  you  will 
Kso  good  as  acquaint  the  Ixirda  Commissioners  of  the  Ad- 
olly,  that  I  sent  Doctor  Snipe,  late  Physician  of  the  Fleet 
f  Messina,  with  directions  to  contract  with  the  said  Mr. 
idhent  for  twenty  thousand  gallons  of  lemon  juice  for 
mc  consumption,  and  ten  thousand  gallons  for  the  use  of 
t  Fleet  under  my  command,  which  he  has  with  much  atten- 
t  and  regard  to  the  Public  interest  settled  for  at  eighteen 
'.  per  gallon,  instead  of  one  Bhilling,  formerly  contracted 
m.  This  increased  price  is  found,  upon  the  most  strict  inquiry, 
1  be  just  and  necessary  to  cover  the  unavoidable  expense  at- 
iug  the  squeezing  the  lemons,  which  Mr,  Broadbent  was 
It  aware  of  on  hie  entering  into  the  first  Contract,  and  consc- 
lently  will  be  a  considerable  loser  by  it. 
vl  therefore  judge  it  necessary  to  send  you  the  copy  of  Mr. 
roadbent's  letter  to  Doctor  Snipe,  and  also  of  the  late  Phy- 
sician's letter  to  me  on  ihis  subject,  and  request  you  wiU  be 
pleased  to  lay  them  before  their  Lordships  for  their  informa- 
tion, and  move  them  to  give  the  necessary  directions  to  the 
Commissioners  of  the    Sicic  and    Hurt  Board,  to  allow  Mr. 
Broadbent  sixpence  more  per  gallon  for  the  thirty  thousand 
gallons  at  first  contracted  for,  that  he  may  not  he  a  loser  from 
tiie  integrity  of  his  conduct, 
fc     Mr.  Broadbent,  from  every  information  I  have  received,  ifl  an 
Ibtmest  upright  man,  and  very  justly  entitled  to  their  Lordships' 
consideration  on  the  present  occasion.     Doctor  Snipe,  as  he 
is  going  home,  will  furnish  the  Sick  and   Hurt  Board  with 
the  Contracts,  and  such  further  information  on  this  subject 
B  the  Commissioners  may  deem  necessary.     I  am,  Sir,  &c 
Nelson  asd  Bronte. 


[DaplieMo,  in  Ihe  posseiiion  of  Sunoel  Briggs,  Esq.] 

Vlclorj,  rebni«r*  Kb,  IMa. 

Sir, 
If  the  Freoch  are  arrived  before  me,  you  will,  of  coorae, 
not  receive  this  letter;  if  they  are  not  arrived,  it  is  my  opinitai 
they  are  dispersed  and  crippled  in  the  bad  weather  Uiey  ban 
experienced  since  their  leaving  Toulon.  I  have  wrote  tie 
Governor  of  Alexandria  to  ho  upon  his  guard  against  s 
visit  from  those  gentry ;  for,  as  a  week  ago  they  had  not 
either  arrived  in  Sardinia,  Naples,  or  Sicily,  I  still  think 
their  destination  ia  either  Egypt  or  the  Morea.  I  may  chance 
to  fall  in  with  tliem  on  my  relnm  ;  for  I  shall  pursue  the 
route  I  think  they  will  take ;  but,  as  the  Governor  is  now 
put  upon  his  guard,  I  hope  he  will  take  every  means  in  hia 
power  for  the  defence  of  Alexandria:  and  in  particular,  to 
have  Vessels  ready  to  sink,  to  prevent  the  entrance  of  the 
French  Fleet  into  the  old  Port,  until  the  obstructions  were 
removed,  which  would  give  me  time  to  get  at  them.  The 
French  Fleet  sailed  on  the  18th  January,  with  from  8000  to 
10,000  Troops  embarked.  On  the  19th,  they  had  a  veiy 
heavy  gale  of  wind  to  the  Westward  of  Corsica  and  Sardinia. 
One  Ship  of  80  guns  put  into  Ajaccio,  crippled;  three  others 
were  seen  steerinp  for  St.  Fiorenzo.  On  the  21st,  some  of 
them  were  seen  off  the  South  end  of  Sardinia.  But  I  know 
that,  on  the  28th,  they  had  neither  been  in  Sardinia  or  Naples, 
and  I  was  at  Messina  on  the  30th ;  therefore,  they  are  either 
returned  to  Toulon,  or  are,  I  fear,  arrived  in  Egypt.  Bui 
even  in  that  case,  if  Alexandria  is  properly  defended,  it  i 
not  have  yet  fallen  into  their  hands,  or  their  Fleet  got  into 
the  Port.  If  the  Enemy  is  not  here,  I  shall  not  remain  one 
moment  on  the  Coast;  you  will,  therefore,  by  the  return  of 
the  Boat,  give  me  all  the  information  you  have.  I  shall  be 
much  obliged  to  you  to  send  my  letter,  when  opportuni^ 
efforts,  to  Major  Misset,  at  Cairo.     I  am.  Sir,  with  great  re- 


u^>ect,&c 


Nelson  and  Bronte. 


§ 
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[Anlagn^,  in  ihe  piHiGesaioa  ofSunDel  BriggK,  Eiq.} 

Viclorj.  Fcbnj«rj  ilb,  I9(tt. 

Dear  Sir, 
[  BeoL  a  Frigate  with  my  Icttcra  two  daya  ago ;  but  I  see 
she  is  Biill  to  leeward,  aad  cannot  get  up,  ihereforp,  I 
1  Duplicates.  If  nothing  is  known  of  the  French  Fleet  at 
Kexaitdriii,  I  shall  instantly  return  to  the  WcGtwurd ;  there- 
I  beg  that  the  Boat  may  "I't  he  detained,  uor  must  an; 
nmunication  be  had  with  the  Officer,  so  as  to  put  the  Ship 
■•(juarantine.  The  Officer  is  ordered  not  to  wait  more  than 
"rtj  minutes;  for  you  will  readily  believe  my  anxiety  to 
i  out  the  Enemy's  Fleet.  I  am,  dear  Sir,  with  great  n 
iCt,  &c. 

Xelson  anq  Bronte. 
There  is  very  little  news  as  to  the  active  movements  of  the 
contending  parties.     A  Coutinental  War  is  looked  upon  as 
certain. 

TO  WILLIAM  MAH8DEN,  ES«,  ADMIRALTY. 

h.]    P.M.   Al  n,  llie  FhuDB 

•liTy'i  Log.] 

Victor;,  at  S«iL,  eilb  Febrauj,  ISM. 
Sir, 
I  hcrewidi  transmit  you,  for  the  information  of  the  Lords 
Commifiis toners  of  the  Admiralty,  a  letter  from  Captain  Adair 
of  the  Marines  belonging  to  the  Victory,  Inspecting  Officer 
for  raising  Recruits  in  this  Country  for  the  Royal  Marines, 
together  with  a  List,  Numher  1,  including  those  Recruits 
jilaced  to  tlie  Companies  of  such  as  have  died  and  deserted 
on  this  station,  and  of  those  placed  to  the  respective  Divi- 
sions, agreeable  to  their  Lordships'  instructions,  communi- 
cated to  me  in  your  letter  of  the  14lh  September  1804.  Num- 
ber 2  contains  the  names  of  the  Recruits  sent  home  in  the 
Kent  and  Triumph,  agreeably  to  Sir  Evan  Ncpean's  letter 
to  me,  dated  the  29th  September  lSt)3,  an  extract  of  which 
accompanies  this,  directing  me  to  send  to  England  by  every 
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opportunitj  the  surplus  Kccruits  that  might  be  raised  mote 
than  was  necessary  lo  complete  ihe  different  Ships  of  tlu 
Squadron;  and  in  order  to  meet  their  Lordships'  intentioDl^ 
(knowing  that  Marines  were  mueh  wanted  in  England,)  I 
suffered  the  new  raised  Recruits  on  board  the  Kent  and 
Triumph  to  go  to  England  in  those  Ships,  although  tlu 
Ship's  complements  remaining  on  the  station  were  not  oil 
complete.  And  I  beg,  with  due  deference,  to  state,  from  my 
experience  in  the  Mediterranean,  that  Italians  (who  in  any 
other  Country  are  faithful,  steady  men)  arc  not  good  for 
anything  so  near  home,  as  they  are  constantly  crying  after 
it;  and,  consequently,  seek  for  opporlutiities  to  desert  when- 
ever the  Ships  go  into  Port.  It  will  not,  however,  during  the 
period  of  contagion  in  the  different  Ports  of  the  Mcditein- 
nean,  (as  great  caution  is  necessary  in  receiving  Foreigners 
on  board  the  Fleet,}  be  possible  to  raise  so  great  a  number 
otherwise  would  have  been  done,  from  the  very  [great!  and 
unremitted  attention  of  Captain  Adair  to  this  service — most 
probably  not  more  than  may  be  sufficient  to  keep  the  cotit- 
plements  of  the  different  Ships  complete.  Number  3  contains 
the  names  of  the  new  raised  men  serving  on  board  the  ^ips 
named  in  the  margin,'  who  "ill  be  placed  to  vacant  Companies 
or  Divisions  the  moment  those  Ships  join,  and  the  regular 
Returns  are  made  to  Captain  Adair,  which  shall  afterwards  be 
transmitted  to  you  for  their  Lordships'  information.  I  iu% 
Sir.  &C. 

Nelson  axd  Bi 


1 


TO  8ni  ALEXANDER  JOHN  BALL,  BART„  MALTA- 

[Anlognph,  in  tbc  possesaiDn  or  Miss  CoUinsoD.J 
Vieiory,  off  Guio  of  CiuicliB.  Febiuar 

My  dear  Ball, 

Although  I  have  not  yet  heard  of  the  French  Fleet,  and 
remain  in  total  ignorance  where  they  are  got  to,  jet  to  this 
moment  I  am  more  confirmed  in  my  opinion,  from 
municaiing  with  Alexandria,  that  Egypt  was  the  destination 
of  the  French  Armament  from  Toulon  ;  and  when  I  call  all 
the  circumstances  which  I  know  at  this  moment,  I  approve 

■  EiOEllenl,  Judo,  Phixbe,  Active,  TgriUBganl. 
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(if  nobody  else  does)  of  my  own  conduct,  in  acting  as  I  have 
(lone.  We  know  the  success  of  a  man's  measures  is  the 
criterion  by  which  we  jud}j;e  of  the  wisdom  or  folly  of  his 
measures.  I  have  done  my  beat.  I  feci  I  have  done  right ; 
and  should  Ministers  think  olberwise,  they  must  get  somebody 
else  of  more  wisdom ;  for  greater  zeal  I  will  turn  my  back  on 
no  man.  The  following  are  the  circumstances  which  made 
me  form  my  opinion  ;  and  the  sittialion  in  which  I  found 
Egypt,  warrants  the  judgment  I  had  formed.  On  these  points 
it  is  fair  to  judge  me,  and  not  tipon  what  it  is  now  known  the 
French  Fleet  have  done.  The  winds  had  blown  from  N.E. 
to  S,E,  for  a  fortnight  bcftirc  they  sailed;  therefore,  it  was 
feir  to  jiresume  tbey  were  not  bound  to  the  Westward.  On 
the  17th,  they  came  out  of  Toulon  with  gentle  breezes  at 
N.N.W.,  and  lay  between  [Giens?]  and  ihe  ilieres  Inlands  till 
the  gale  set  in  on  the  I8th,  in  the  afternoon.  Had  they  been 
bound  to  Naples,  it  would  have  been  better  for  lliem  to  have 
gone  to  the  Eastward,  along  their  own  Coast  in  fine  weather, 
with  friendly  ports  open  to  them.  If  Cagliari  was  their 
object,  although  I  think  of  very  great  importance,  yet  their 
Fleet  ran  the  risk  of  a  Battle,  and  the  event,  I  fancy,  they 
hardly  doubL  Almost  as  much  might  he  said  of  Sicily;  for 
if  the  French  Army  took  Naples,  the  King  would,  I  think, 
subscribe  to  such  terms  as  Buonaparte  would  dictate:  how- 
ever, I  did  not  choose  to  run  tliat  risk,  hut  assured  myself 
they  had  neither  gone  to  Sardinia,  Naples,  nor  Sicily.  The 
French  sailed  with  a  strong  gale  at  N.  W,  and  N.N.  W.,  steering 
South  or  S.W.,  on  the  19tli.  One  of  ihcir  Ships  put  into 
AJBccio,  crippled.  On  the  2!sl,  Boyle  saw  a  French  Frigate 
off  the  South  end  of  Sardinia,  probably  looking  for  stragglers; 
they  might  have  been  crippled  and  dispersed  in  the  very  heavy 
gale  in  which  they  left  their  own  shore.  On  the  25th,  I  was 
off  Cagliari  ;  on  the  30th,  the  Seahorse  joined  from  Naples ; 
the  same  day,  I  passed  the  Faro,  On  the  2nd  of  February, 
was  off  the  Morea;  on  the  7th,  was  off  Alexandria,  where  we 
found  three  Turkish  Frigates,  not  more  than  300  bad  soldiers, 
and,  in  short,  not  the  least  probability  of  making  a  defence 
bad  they  been  bo  inclined;  hut  600  Troops  would,  without 
any  difficulty,  have  taken  the  place.  The  Consul  told  Captain 
llallowell,  that,  taking  us  for  the  French  Fleet,  the  Governor 
^  z2 
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and  Capitan  Bey  gave  all  up  for  lost.  The  Frigates  latcaded 
to  fire  their  guns.  The  works  arc  precisely  in  the  slate  we 
left  them,  and  one  week's  work  of  the  French  would  make 
it  as  strong  as  ever.  The  Turks  and  Mamelukes  are  at  wu 
in  Upfwr  Egypt ;  and  the  Albanians  have  left  the  Mamcliikei, 
who  would  not  pay  them,  and  are  now  with  the  Turks.  These 
Troops  would  certainly  join,  (ut  least,  the  greater  numlwr,)  the 
French  Army.  Thus,  the  Mamelukes  for  their  friends,  (il 
leaat  for  the  moment,)  no  Turkish  Army  which  would  oppow 
them — Cairo  would  fall  as  easily  as  Alexandria ;  and  I  calcu- 
late the  French,  with  the  junction  of  part  of  the  Albanians, 
would,  within  a  week,  have  an  Array  of  13,000  men  ;  and  we 
know  there  would  be  no  difficulty  for  single  Polaccas  to  sul 
from  tlie  shores  of  Italy  with  300  or  400  men  io  each,  (single 
Ships;)  and  that,  in  the  Northerly  winds,  they  would  have  a 
fair  chance  of  not  being  seen,  and  even  if  seen,  not  be 
overtaken  by  the  Huseian  Ships.  Thus,  20,000  men  would 
be  fixed  again  in  Egypt,  with  the  whole  people  in  their 
favour.  Who  would  turn  them  out?  Therefore,  from  the 
whole  which  I  know,  I  have  not  a  shade  of  doubt,  but  that 
Egypt  was  the  original  destination  of  the  Toulon  Fleet,  irhea 
they  sailed  January  17th,  1805.  Youare  tired  of  my  reason- 
ing ;  but  I  naturally  am  anxious  that  my  friends  should  Bee 
fairly  before  them  what  has  guided  my  proceedings ;  and,  be  I 
right  or  wrong,  I  have  acted  to  the  best  of  my  judgment; 
and  I  am  ever,  my  dear  Ball,  yours  most  faithfully, 

Nelson  and  Bhoktb. 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ,  ADMIRALTY. 

[OrigiDsl,  In  tbe  Adminlt;,  ajid  Aulosrepli  DraugLl  in  Oxe  poucssion  of  Hit. 
Ungmttb,  of  VaruiDulli.] 

ViiM"rv,  off  tlie  We-ii  End  of  rmidim  FebrnaT  ISUi.  l<ita. 

In  addition  to  my  letter  of  January  29th,  off  the  Faro  of 
Messina,  I  have  to  inform  you,  that  on  the  3Ist,  the  SeaLorae 
joined  me  from  Naples,  at  which  place  they  had  not  heaid  of 
the  Enemy's  having  sailed  from  Toulon.  The  same  day, 
having  detached  the  Seahorse,  Hydra,  Active,  Bittern,  Mor- 
giana,  and  Termagant  in  all  directions  from  Tunis  to  Toulon, 
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1  the  Italian  shore,  and  to  the  Westward  of  Sardinia, 
t  Fleet  beat  through  the  Faro— a  thing  unprecedented  in 
lotical  hiBiorj ;  bnt  although  the  danger  from  the  rapiditjr 
I  the  current  was  great,  yet  so  was  the  object  of  mj  pursuit; 
1  I  relied  with  confidence  on  the  zeal  and  ability  of  the 
leet  under  my  command.  In  the  evening,  I  sent  the  Phcebe 
f  Coron  in  the  Morea  for  information,  and  on  the  2nd  of 
■bniar^,  I  was  off  the  Morea;  but  no  intelligence  could  be 
lined  of  the  French  Fleet :  but  the  Pacha  told  Captain 
>el  that  the  French  Ambassador  had  left  Constantinople 
i  the  l7th  or  18ih  January. 
I  On  February  7th,  I  was  off  Alexandria;  and  from  the  in-  I 
tnation  I  received  from  the  Pro-Consul,  Mr,  Briggs,  there  [ 
1  be  no  doubt  but  six  hundred  men  would,  without  asaiat- 
,   occupy    Alexandria.      Three    Turkish    Frigates    were    [ 

the   Port,  and  not  more  than   300  bad  Troops   in  the 

Town;  indeed,  nothing  was  less  tliought  of  than  any  resist- 
ance. The  fortifications  were  precisely  as  left  them  by  the 
British  Army.  Mr.  Briggs  further  informed  me,  that  the  War 
still  continued  in  Upper  Egypt  between  the  Turks  and  Ma- 
melukes; that  the  fonner  were  in  possession  of  Cairo,  as  the 
Albanians  had  left  the  Mamelukes,  (they  being  no  longer 
able  to  pay  them.)  and  joined  the  Turks;  and  that  Elfi  Bey 
and  Osman  Bey  had  united  together.  From  this  information, 
with  the  knowledge  that  Lesseps,  the  French  Consul  in ' 
E^pt,  had  repeatedly  told  the  Mamelukes,  '  Whenever  yoa 
want  five  thousand  men  to  assist  you,  let  me  know,  and  in 
thirty  days,  the  Kirst  Consul  will  land  them  in  Egypt ;'  and 
when  I  take  into  consideration  the  importance  of  Egypt  to 
France,  and  the  ^injury  we  should  sustain  by  her  possessing 
that  Country,  I  have  not  the  smallest  doubt  hut  that  the 
destination  of  the  French  Armament  which  left  Toulon  the 
17tb,  and  the  Coast  of  France  the  18th  January,  was  Alex- 
andria ;  and,  under  all  the  circumstances  which  I  have  stated, 
lieir  Lordships  will  approve  of  my  having  gone  to 
search  of  the  French  Fleet.     I  am.  Sir,  &c., 

NeLSOK  AMD  BbO»TE. 


TO  VISCOUNT  MELVILLE,  FIRST  LORD  OF  THE  ADMIRALTY. 


Feeling,  as  I  do,  that  I  am  endrety  responsible  to  my  Eiif 
and  Country  for  the  whole  of  my  conduct,  I  find  no  difficntlf 
at  this  moment,  when  I  am  so  unhappy  at  not  finding  At 
French  Fleet,  nor  having  obtained  the  smallesi  informatioa 
where  they  are,  lo  lay  bctbre  you  the  whole  of  the  reasoni 
which  induced  me  to  pursue  the  line  of  conduct  I  have  dont- 
I  have  consulted  no  man,  therefore  the  whole  blame  of  i|^ 
ranee  in  forming  my  judgment  must  rest  with  me  1  trtmld 
allow  no  man  to  take  from  me  an  atom  of  my  gloiy,  bad  1 
fallen  in  with  the  French  Fleet,  nor  do  I  desire  any  roan  to 
partake  of  any  of  the  responsibility — all  is  mine,  rigirt  IV 
wrong.  Therefore,  I  shall  now  state  my  reasons,  after  seelif 
that  Sardinia,  Naples,  and  Sicily  were  safe,  for  bclienng 
that  Egypt  was  the  destination  of  the  French  Fleet;  and 
at  this  moment  of  sorrow,  I  still  feel  that  I  have  acted  right. 

1.  The  wind  had  blown  frpm  N.E.  to  S.E.  for  fourteen  d«ji 
before  they  sailed;  therefore  they  might  without  difBcallJ 
have  gone  to  the  Westward.  2.  They  came  out  with  gcntk 
breezes  at  N.W.  and  N.N.W.  Had  they  been  bound  W 
Naples,  the  most  natural  thing  for  them  to  have  done  woulJ 
have  been  to  run  along  their  own  shore  to  the  Eastward, 
where  they  would  have  had  Ports  every  twenty  leagues  of 
Coast  to  take  shelter  in.  3.  They  bore  away  in  the  evening 
of  the  18th,  with  a  strong  gale  at  N.W.  or  N.N.W.  steering 
S.  or  S.  b  W.  It  blew  so  hard  that  the  Seahorse  went  niore 
than  thirteen  knots  an  hour,  lo  get  out  of  their  way.  Desif 
able  as  Sardinia'  is  for  them,  they  could  get  it  without  risk- 
ing their  Fleet,  although  certainly  not  so  ejuickly  as  by  attodi- 

ing  Cagliari however,  I  left  nothing  to  chance  in  tW 

respect,  and  therefore  went  oiF  C^liari ....  Having  afterwards 
gone  to  Sicily,  both  to  Palermo  and  Messina,  and  iherebj 
given  encouragement  for  a  defence,  and  knowing  all  was  saft 

■  "  lu  u  1i?(tet  lo  Mr.  Consul  Mugoun,  Lord  Nnlton  gate  it  ts  liia  opiaiMi  iU 
if  the  wMUier  LwHwen  Bue,  he  sliould  b«vc  fcllen  ill  wilh  tlie  Frrnch  FlMI  •* 
Ihe  Isluid  of  To™."— Claf*=  attd  M-Jrlkar,  Tnl.  ii.  p.  5JMI. 
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iNaples,  I  bad  only  the  Morca  and  Egypt  to  look  to:   for  I 


Qiough  I  knew  one  of  the  I 


1  Shi 


ips  V 


rippled,  jet  I  ] 


isidered  the  character  of  Buonaparte  ;  and  ihat  the  orders  | 
pen  by  liiin,  on  the  banks  of  the  Seine,  would  not  take  into 
isideration  winds  or  weather ;  nor  indeed  could  the  accident 
]  three  or  four  Ships  alter,  in  my  opinion,  a  destination 
mfiortance :  therefore  such  an  accident  did  not  weigh  in 
f  mind,  and  I  went  first  to  the  Morca,  and  then  to  Egypt. 
:  result  of  my  inquiries  at  Coron  and  Alexandria  conKrm 
my  former  opinion  ;  and  therefore,  my  Lord,  if  my  ob- 
y  or  ignorance  is  so  gross,  I  should  be  the  first  to  recom- 
aid  your  superseding  me;  but,  on  the  contrary,  if,  as  I  flat- 
myseif,  it  should  he  found  that  my  ideas  of  the  probable 
destination  of  the  French  Fleet  were  well  founded,  in  tlie 
opinion  of  bia  Majesty's  Ministers,  then  I  shall  hope  for  the 
consolation  of  having  my  conduct  approved  by  his  Majesty ; 
who  will,  I  am  sure,  weigh  my  whole  proceedings  in  the  scale 
of  justice.  The  Pacha  of  Coron  informed  me,  that  the  French 
Ambassador  was  to  leave  Constantinople  on  the  17th  or  18ih 
of  January,  which  tallyingwith  the  sailing  of  the  French  Flee^ 
might  probably  be  a  plan  of  Buonaparte  not  to  subject  himself  I 
to  the  charge  of  invading  the  Country  of  a  friendly  Power,  as  | 
the  French  Government  had  been  charged  with,  when  he  went  J 
before  to  Egypt.     1  am,  &c. 


Sir, 


Nelson  and  Bkonte. 


TO  WILLIAM  MAHSDEN.  ESQ.,  ADMIRALT\-. 


Viclorj.  U  8e^  IHlh  FebrQ»ry.  1805. 


It  being  six  years  in  April  next  since  ilis  Majesty's  Ship  I 
Royal  Sovereign  was  coppered,  and  it  being  extremely  foul  ' 
and  worn  off  in  many  parts,  I  request  you  will  be  pleased  to 
communicate  the  same  to  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the 
Admiralty,  and  acquaint  them  that  she  has  very  much 
retarded  the  ^piadron  in  its  pursuit  of  the  Enemy  to 
Alexandria.  I  therefore  submit  to  their  Lordships  the  pro- 
priety of  ordering  her  to  Eaglaad,  and  replacing  her  with 
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another  Ship  for  the  reception  of  Rear- Admiral  Sir  Richaid 
Bickerton's  flag,  for  it  is  perfectly  clear  in  the  event  of  falling 
in  with  the  Eneinj''s  Fleet,  in  a  situation  that  would  require  i 
long  {-hase  to  come  up  with  them,  the  services  of  the  Roval 
Sovereign  would  bo  entirely  out  of  the  question,  aa  she  could 
not  keep  company  with  the  other  Ships,  but  for  a  Tcry  shon 
time,  under  a  heavy  press  of  sail,  which  she  is  constontlj 
obliged  to  carry,  and  which  naturally  hurts  and  straius  die 
Ship  very  much.     I  am.  Sir,  Sec. 

Nelson  and  Bbontb. 


TO  WILLIAM  MAIISDKN,  ESQ.,  ADMIRAL'H'. 
[Origiunl,  iu  tlie  Admirikllj'.] 

Vicluty,  M  8e»,  "ilsl  Fi-bman,  IMOS. 

Sir, 

I  herewith  transmit  you  for  the  information  of  the  Lords 
Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  a  letter  from  Captain  Schom- 
berg,  dated  the  13th  February,  giving  an  account  of  the 
capture  of  his  Majesty's  late  Sloop  Arrow,  and  Acheron, 
Bonib-VessL'l,onthe4th  ofthat  cnonthby  two  French  Frigates,* 
together  with  the  extract  of  the  Lof^  therein-mentioned;  alsoa 
letter  from  Captain  Schomberg,  dated  19th  February,  with 
the  one  therein  alluded  to  from  Lieutenant  Cuggan,  Agent 
for  Transports,  containing  farther  particulars  of  the  un- 
fortunate loss  of  UIs  Majesty's  said  lute  Vessels. 

The  circumstance  of  this  misfortune  can  only  be  Attributed 
to  the  very  long  and  tedious  passage  of  the  Convoy  which 
sailed  from  Malta  on  the  4th  January,  and  the  Enemy  having 
no  doubt  gained  intelligence  of  them,  and  knowing  that  I  was 
in  pursuit  of  their  Fleet  {which  Railed  from  Toulon  on  ihe 
17th  ultimo)  had  sent  two  of  their  Frigates  to  the  Westward 
for  the  purpose  of  intercepting  them. 

The  two  Frigates  named  in  the  margin '  are  to  the  West- 
ward; and  by  the  last  accounts  I  had  Irora  the  Fisgard,  she 
was  off  Malaga,  so  that  it  was  to  be  presumed  the  safety  of 
tlie  said  Convoy  was  little  to  be  doubted  as  far  as  Gibraltar. 
I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bboi 


iBom^^H 


'.  4C.] 


^B  TO  WILUAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ.,  ADMIRALTV'.  1 

^^■hn'siuaJ.  in  Ibe  Ailnunilt;.     "  A[  Naon.  Muilinio  N.  b  E.  J  E..  ninp  Irn^iiPi."    I 
^H      Sir,  Victon,  al  Sri,  j-jnd  Febiuvy.  l^Or..         I 

^^Eincu  my  letter  of  the  1 2th  of  this  month,  I  have  to  acqu^nt  ] 
^^n,  for  the  information  of  tLe  Lords  Comii  iesioners  of  the 
^BmiraJty,  that  I  arrived  with  the  Fleet  oH   Malta  on   the 
^^Bming  of  ihe  I9th  instant,  and  received  information  &om 
^^Kitain  Schomberg  of  the  Enemy's  Fleet  having  put  back  to 
^^pulon  in  a  very  crippled  state ;'  and  yesterday,  off  Maritimo, 
^Hteceived  by  the  Bittern  the  accompanying  letter  from  Mr. 
^HDiot,  his  Majesty's  Minister  at  the  Court  of  Naples,  which 
you  will  please  to  cotnmunicate  to  their  Lordships,  and  ac- 
quaint them   that   all  the  Frigates  and  other  Vessels  are  at 
present  detached  to  obtain  intelligence  of  the  Enemy's  Fleet,    ] 
aud  that  the  moment  I  receive  a  more  particular  account  of 
their  stale,   I  shall  send  a  Sloop  of  War  with  information    I 
thereof  lo  their  Lordships, 

The  Fleet  under  my  command  Is  in  excellent  good  health, 
and  the  Ships,  although  we  have  experienced  a  great  deal  of 
bad  weather,  have  received  no  damage,  and  not  a  yard  or 
mast  sprung  or  crippled,  or  scarcely  a  sail  epUt.  I  am, 
Sir,  &c.  Nelson  amd  Bsokt£. 

*  On  Ilia  reium  lo  Toulon.  Admiral  Vjlleneure  wrote  H  diapUch  lotbt  Mimsler  of 
Mwiiie.  lilted,  ■' lerjileutioiic,  iLD- liii."  i.  B.  21  Jinuut.  IHOO,  iu  vtliiob  b«  bud: 
"  I  declare  to  jod.  UiU  Stiipi  of  the  Line  thus  eqnipped,  atiort-buided,  enonmbeiBd 
wilb  troops,  wiih  Eupenum noted  ot  l»d  niBleriilt,  t  neelii  wbieli  lone  tbeir  nuuu  or 
eailii  at  eierf  puff  of  wiail,  and  Kliioh,  in  fine  itealhfr,  are  cotuianlljr  engaged  in 
repairing  the  damagea  caused  bj  the  wind,  or  the  inexiierience  of  their  Bailor*,  >ra 
not  Bi  la  undettake  anylhing.  I  bad  a  pTeientimenl  of  this  before  I  tailed;  1  bav*  J 
now  onlj  too  pmufully  f  K]N]ritoced  it-"  And  &f  onHieor  Thiers  ftdda,  '^  Napoietin  was  ] 
sensibly  diAplpiued  i)n  bearing  of  thin  uneleea  sortie,  '  What,'  said  be,  ■  is  lo  be  donl 
with  AdiDirals  wha  allow  tbeir  spirits  to  sink,  and  determine  to  hasten  bume  M  tbs 
first  damage  ibsi  tliej  reoeite  7  It  itauldbe  requisite  to  gin  up  soiling,  and  tii  remun 
whollj  inactive,  even  ill  the  linest  neatber,  itui£i]tediliDaiB  to  be  preccoted  bjr  tba 
Easels.  The  wbule  of  the  Caplwus,'  be  added,  ■  ought  lo  have 
d  Belled  ardrrs  lo  meet  olT  ibii  Canary  Islands.  Th«  domagi^  should  have  been 
If  any  Ship  leaked  dangerontly.  sbe  should  haio  been  left  al 
id  the  troops  being  transferred  to  L'Aigle.  wbioh  wBi  In  tliU  Part. 

S  ready  for  suling,  A  few  lopmosls  carried  away,  some  cssaalliet  In  a  gale  of 
*iiid,  were  ereryJiiy  oecurrenceE.  Two  days  of  Hne  weather  ought  to  have  ebeered 
□p  tbe  news,  and  put  ercrytbing  lo  righu.  But  tbe  great  eiil  of  our  Unj  is,  tliil 
Ihe  men  who  conmuuid  it  are  unnsed  to  all  tbe  risks  of  cammand.'  " — Thien'  Ui»- 


Wparaliun 
r^hid  sealed 

M     and  ready 


I    lorg  oftkt  CoHiulatt 


dthi. 


:,  tol.  V 


I.  ISO. 


TO  REAR-ADMIRAL  STR  RICHARD  BICKERTON.  BABT. 


le  bcsl  bower  »ncLor 


[From  CI. 
At  :>-i\  eun 

ajih  Fdirnuj,  IS«, 
What  a  dreadful  thin^,  not  either  to  get  hold  of  the  Fiencb 
Fleet,  nor  even  to  Iiear  of  them  siace  their  return,  exc^ 
from  Naples :  what  weather !  Did  you  ever  see  such  in  alimri 
any  Country?  It  has  forced  me  to  anchor  here,  in  otdertt 
prevent  heing  drove  lo  leeward,  but  I  shall  go  to  sea  the  m 
ment  it  moderates.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Beostr. 


TO  WILUAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ,  ADHIRALTV. 

[Original,  in  IheAdminll]'.  "Hucb  Sod  [i.  e.  Ibl]  f.u.  At  3.  Bm< 
St. Christopher,  aSpuiwhCanel, bavidg on boudlluEngliabCausiiirromlin 
"  Much  and,  1^.  At  0-20,  veigbed.  and  mide  etH  out  of  Pula  Bonds,  pji.  Fid 
gilesand  heavy  sqnoUii.  At^iiO,  anchnred  in  Piila  Roads.'*  "March  3rd.  lv 
braszes.  At  U-IA,  npiffhed,  aod  made  sail  to  the  wEBtirard,  Squadran  id  ci 
r.H.  SlroDg  gales  and  aqiially.  Al  S-ilO  anchored  in  Puis  Roads — Sqnadron  anibcrf 
u  oantenient.''  "  March  llh.  1..11.  Light  airs.  At  3-30,  ireiglird  and  made  nil  1° 
IhaW.fi.W.   Al  noon,  Sijnadrun  in  compuif." — Pirfory'i  L'lg.'i 

Sir,  VictoiT,  ai  Sea,  4ih  .March,  !««. 

I  herewith  transmit  you,  for  the  information  of  the  Lonk 
Commt.isi oners  of  the  Admiralty,  copies  of  two  Reports  of 
suncy  held  on  the  Officers  named  in  the  mai^in,'  belonging 
to  the  Swiftsure  and  Spencer,  together  with  copies  of  Otdei* 
given  to  Mr.  Robert  H,  Barclay'  and  Mr.  James  Harris*  toWt 
in  their  room,  which  I  request  you  will  be  pleased  to  lay  before 
their  Lordships  for  coulirmation.  And  as  the  frequent  SuneW 
upon  Officers  may  appear  strange,  I  judge  it  proper  to  acqoainl 
you  for  their  Lordships'  informadon,  that  the  most  strict 
regard  has  been  paid  to  prevent  this  measure  as  mucJi  ■• 
possible,  and  in  no  case  where  the  least  prubabihty  of  recorcff 

'  Lieiiteu&ul  Williuiii  Maieiia  Conrtcua]',  Lienlenanl  Janea  Pnwtor.  A* 
fomer  of  Uiese  Offlcen  nas  made  a  CoinmuLder  In  1610.  Mid  died  beloMii  1H< 
and  IHaO :  and  the  taller  died  hefore  IHU. 

'  Mr.  Robert  Ileriot  Barvlaj:  be  wa»  Diado  a  Commaader  in  lHl!t,  VoOM  H 
IS21.  and  died  in  |H:|7. 

'  Mr.  Jiune*  Harnn:  he  waa  wonnded  while  Lientenaal  of  the  Spenotr.  in  3^ 
John  Duskwonb'*  Action,  in  ItJOO,  and  appeaca  to  b»e  died  a  Ijeuuaiiil  M** 
IWffl. 


•.  46.]  LETTERS.  ; 

bis  Country  remained,  has  an  Officer  been  coDdemncd  as 

lerviceable ;    but  as  you  will  observe  from   the  different 

(oris  of  Survey,  that  rheumatism  and  eonsumption  (whicli 

5  on  general  debility)  are  the  prevailing  complaints,  and 

I  which  there  is  no  recovery  in  tbia  Country,  as  clearly 

kbIiEbed  from  experience,  and  confirmed  by  all  the  medical 

nions ;  I,  therefore,  trust  their  Lordships  will  be  perfectly 

iefied  that  no  countenance  has  been  given  lo  the  Surveying 

■Officers,  ami  that  my  General  Orders  on  this  service  are 

Wt  strict,  a  copy  of  which  I  also  herewith  enclose  for  their 

Iships'  information,  together  with  a  list  of  Commissions, 

rants,  and  Acting  Appointments,  which  I  have  given  to 

B  Officers  therein  mentioned,  since  the  16th  August,  1804, 

lich  you  will  he  pleased  to  lay  before  their  Lordships  for 

pfirmation.     I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronts. 


GENERAL  ORDER. 

[Enclosed  rmil  le^enei  lo  iii  Uie  precediug  I>Uer.] 


Whereas,  Captaiu  - 


~ ,  of  His  Majesty's  Ship  - 


<iuiy 
^Cou 

l^airei 


has  represented  to  Die  by  letter  of  this  date,  that  Licuteuant 

A.  B.  of  the  said  Ship   is   afflicted   with   rheumatism  and 

otlier  complaints,  which  render  him  incapable  of  doing  his 

duly,  and  there  being  no  prospect  of  his  recovery  in  this 

Country,  has  requested  that  I  would  order  the  said  Lieutenant 

be  surveyed.       You  are  therefore  hereby  required  and 

:ted  to  repair  immediately  on  board  His  Majesty's  Ship 

-,  taking  to  your  assislancc  the  Captains  of  His  Majesty's 

Ships  named  in  the  margin,  Doctor  Gillespie,  Physician  of 

the  Fleet,  together  with  your  respective   Surgeons;  and  aa 

great  inconvenience  may  arise  to  the  Service  from  Officers 

quitting  their  Ships  on  Foreign  Stations,  and  the  Lords  Com- 

missioners  of  the  Admiralty   having  very  strongly  marked 

their  disapprobation  thereof,  it  is  my  positive  directions  that 

you  moat  strictly  survev  and  examine  into  the  stale  of  hcallh, 

and  nature  of  the  complaints  with  which  the  said  Lieutenant 

A.  B.  is  afflicted,  reporting  to  me  from  under  your  hands 

very  particular  account  of  his  complaints,  and  whether,  in 

our  opinion  there  is  any  probable  chance  of  his  recovery  in 

lis  Country.  Nelson  and  Bkont 


I 
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TO  SIR  ALEXANDER  JOHN  BALL,  BART. 

[Autograph,  in  the  possession  of  Sir  William  Keith  Ball,  Bart.  "March 70. 
A.M.  At  8*10  a  Cartel  came  into  the  Squadron  with  Spanish  Coloors  at  the  fat, 
and  Union-jack  at  the  main,  the  Ship  having  American  Colours  at  the  mixen  pc^ 
At  11*20,  anchored  in  the  Bay  of  Rousse,  to  the  Eastward  of  Cape  FaTobn. 
Fresh  gales  and  cloudy  weather.  Squadron  in  company,  part  of  them  at  anehoc 
March  8th.  a.m.  Moderate  hreezes  and  cloudy.  At  10,  weighed  and  made  ti3. 
P.M.   At  5*45,  anchored  in  the  Gulf  of  Palma." — Victory's  Log.'] 

Victory,  Gulf  of  Palma,  March  8th,  1805. 

My  dear  Ball, 

From  the  19th  February  to  this  day  have  we  been  beating, 
and  only  going  now  to  anchor  here,  as  it  blows  a  gale  of  wind 
at  N.W.  It  has  been,  without  exception,  the  very  worst 
weather  I  have  ever  seen.  In  addition  to  my  other  mishaps, 
(I  must  not  call  them  misfortunes,)  Captain  Layman/  of  his 
Majesty's  Sloop  late  Raven,  arrived  in  a  Flag  of  Truce  from 
Cadiz,  where  that  Sloop  was  wrecked  on  the  night  of 
January  29th,  in  a  gale  of  wind.  The  humane  and  kind 
attention  of  the  Captain- General  of  Andalusia,  the  Marqius 
of  Solano,  has  been  so  great  to  these  unfortunate  people,  and 
his  sending  them  to  me,  (I  believe  without  the  absolute  con- 
dition of  their  being  Prisoners  of  War,)  that  I  cannot  suffi- 
ciently return  his  kindness.  I  have  wrote  to  Captain  Lamb 
to  liberate  instantly  the  Captain  and  Officers  of  the  Ventura. 

Captain  Layman  left  Portsmouth  January  21st.     He  had 

*  Captain  Layman  has  been  before  mentioned.  His  narrative  of  the  loss  of  hi? 
Sloop  will  be  found  in  the  "  Naval  Chronicle,"  vol.  xxxviii.  p.  4,  together  with 
honourable  testimonies  to  his  exertions  and  skill,  from  the  Marquis  de  la  Solano, 
and  Mr.  Duff,  the  English  Consul  at  Cadiz.  A  Court-Martial,  however,  considered 
that  "  there  appears  to  have  been  a  great  want  of  necessary  cautiou  in  Captain  Lay- 
man, in  approaching  the  land,  and  the  Court  doth  therefore  adjudge  the  said  Captain 
Layman  to  be  severely  reprimanded,  and  put  at  the  bottom  of  the  List  of  Com- 
manders." It  is  sud  that  this  severe  Sentence  was  wholly  unexpected  bj  Lord 
Kelson ;  and  as  he  had,  from  humane  consideration  for  the  Officer  cf  the  Watch, 
induced  Captain  Layman  to  omit  a  severe  reflection  upon  him  in  his  narrative,  saying, 
"  If  this  is  laid  before  the  Court,  they  will  hang  the  Officer  of  the  Watch,"  his  Lord- 
ehip  considered  himself  to  have  been,  in  some  degree,  the  cause  of  that  decision. 
This  fact,  and  his  strong  predilection  for  Captain  Layman,  explains  the  interest  he 
took  in  that  Officer's  behalf.  See  a  long  statement  on  the  subject  in  the  "  Naval 
Chronicle,"  vol.  xxxviii.,  and  in  Marshall's  "  Naval  Biography,"  vol.  iii.  p.  328, 
et  $eq.  This  able  and  zealous,  but  not  always  judicious.  Officer  never  recover^ 
Ilia  plaoe  on  the  Commander's  List,  aud  it  is  stated  that  he  "  terminated  his  exist- 
mee  in  the  year  1826." 
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lispalches  for  Sir  John  Orde,  Gibraltar,  and  ihc  mail  for  me, 
Uid  dispatches  for  mc  and  for  Malta ;  but  all  are  gone  to  the 
aottom,  I  hope.  The  Brig  got  iato  Cadiz,  and  the  exertions 
jf  the  Captain,  Officers,  and  men,  seem,  by  the  accounts,  to 
ivc  been  wonderfuL     He  b  to  be  tried  to-morrow.     I  send 

I !  the  King's  speech,  which  Duff  sent  me  from  Cadiz. 

i  oil  wilt  suppose  my  misery ;  it  is  at  its  full,  and  must 
:'liange:  but  I  am  ever,  my  dear  Ball,  your  most  obliged  and 
Taithful  friend, 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

Liord  Comwallis  goes  to  India. 

Sir  J.  Warren  a  Vice-Admiral,  to  India. 


TO  LADY  HAMILTON. 

[Fmm  "  Lard  Xclano'*  L^ttvn  Id  Lodt  Hanulton."  lol.  ii,  p.  B7.      "March  Nlh. 
A  J(.    At  %-lb,  weighed  ud  mide  sul.     At  0-10.  Li^l  un.  lodituble  10  wim 
Anobored.     Ro)-!]  SoTerei^ni  msde  ilie  Bignil  for  •  Coort-Uirtiil.    TJt.     Al  6, 
wei|{ticd  and  nude  sul.     Standing  IwiireFD  Vache  and  the  auiin." — Ficfury*!  Log.'\ 

Mrtoij,  March  Olh.  I(t05. 

I  do  assure  you,  my  dearest  Emma,  that  nothing  can  be 
more  miserable,  or  unhappy,  than  your  poor  Nelson.  From 
the  19ih  of  February,  have  wc  been  beating  from  Malta  to  off 
Paloia;  where  I  am  now  anchored,  the  wind  and  sea  being 
so  very  contrary  and  bad.  But  I  cannot  help  myself,  and  no 
one  in  the  Fleet  can  feel  what  I  do :  and,  to  mend  my  fate, 
yesterday  Captain  Layman  arrived — to  my  great  surpriae — 
not  in  his  Brig,  but  in  a  Spanish  Cartel ;  he  having  been 
wrecked  off  Cadiz,  and  lost  all  the  dispatches  and  letters. 
You  will  conceive  my  disapjjointment  I  It  is  now  from 
November  2nd  that  I  have  had  a  line  from  England.  Cap- 
tain Layman  says,  he  is  sure  the  letters  are  sunk,  never  to  rise 
again;  but,  as  they  were  not  thrown  overboard  until  the 
Vessel  struck  the  rock,  1  have  much  fear  that  they  may  have 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  Dons. 

My  reports  from  off  Toulon,  stale  the  French  Fleet  as  stili 
in  Port;  hut  I  shall  ever  be  uneasy  at  not  having  fallen  in 
with  them.  I  know,  my  dear  Emma,  that  it  is  in  vain  to 
rcpine ;  but  my  feelings  are  alive  Xo  meeting  those  fellows, 
after  near  two  years'  hard  service.     What  a  time  1     I  could 
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not  have  tliougbl  it  posaible  that  I  should  Iinvc  been  so  losg 
absent  ;  unwell,  and  unco mfur table,  in  many  rcs{>ccts.  }low* 
ever,  when  I  calculate  upon  the  Wench  Fleet's  not  coming  U 
Bca  for  this  summer,  I  shall  certainly  go  for  dear  England, 
and  a  thousand  [times]  dearer  Merlon.  May  heaven  blea) 
you,  my  own  Emma.  I  cannot  think  where  Sir  William  Bolica 
is  got  to;  he  ought  to  have  joined  me  before  this  time.  I 
send  you  a  triBe,  for  a  birth-day's  gift.  I  would  to  God,  I 
could  give  you  more  ;  but  I  have  it  not.  I  get  no  Priie- 
inoney  worth  naming;  but,  if  I  have  the  good  fortune  to  meet 
the  French  Fleet,  I  hope  they  will  make  me  amends  for  all  mj 
anxiety ;  which  bos  been,  and  is,  indescribable. 

How  is  my  dear  Horalia?  I  hope  you  have  her  andet 
your  guardian  wing,  at  Merton.  May  God  bless  her  !  Cap- 
tain Layman  is  now  upon  his  trial.  I  hope  he  will  come  clear, 
with  honour.  I  fear  it  was  too  great  confidence  in  his  ova 
judgment  that  got  him  into  the  scrape ;  but  it  was  impossible 
that  any  person  living  could  have  exerted  himself  more,  whm 
in  a  most  trying  and  diSicutt  Bituation. 

Marcb  lOlh. 

Poor  Captain  L.  has  been  censured  by  the  Court :  but  I 
have  my  own  opinion.  I  sincerely  pity  him ;  and  have 
wrote  to  Lord  Melville  and  Sir  Evan  Nepean,  to  try  what 
can  be  done.      Altogether,  I  am  much  unhinged. 

To-morrow,  if  the  wind  lasts,  I  shall  be  off  Toulon.  Sir 
William  Kulton  is  safe ;  I  heard  of  him  this  morning.  I  hear 
that  a  Ship  ia  coming  out  for  him  ;  but  as  this  is  only  rumour, 
I  cannot  keep  him  from  this  opportunity  of  being  made  Poet| 
and,  I  dare  say,  he  will  cause,  by  his  delay,  such  a  tumble, 
that  Louis's  son,  who  I  have  appointed  to  tiie  Childers,  will 
lose  his  promotion;  and  then  Sir  Billy  will  be  wished  at  the 
devil  I  But  I  have  done  with  this  subject:  the  whole  history 
has  hurt  me.  Hardy  has  talked  enough  to  him,  to  rouse  his 
lethargic  disposition.  I  have  been  much  hurt  at  the  loss  of 
poor  Mr.  Girdlestone  1 '  He  was  a  good  man ;  but  there  will 
be  an  eud  of  us  all.  What  has  Charles  Connor  been  about  ? 
fiifl  is  a  curious  letter  I  If  he  dues  nut  drink,  he  will  do  very 
►  Tftll.     Captain  HilJyar  has  been  very  good  to  hiui.     Colonel 
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skiing,'  I  find,  has  sent  his  sod  to  the  MciHterranenn,  taking  i 
from  the  Nargissus,  where  I  had  been  at  so  much  pains  I 
ilace  him.  I  know  not  where  to  find  a  Frigate  to  place 
He  never  will  be  so  well  and  properly  eitiiated  again. 
more  plagued  with  other  people's  business,  or  rather 
\ase,  than  with  my  own  concerns.  With  some  diificully, 
ive  got  Suckling  placed  in  the  Ambuscade,  with  Captaia 
ban,  who  came  on  board  at  the  moment  I  was  writing. 

Mirvh  Slat. 

le  history  of  Suckling  will  never  be  done.  I  have  this 
lent  got  from  him  your  letter,  and  one  from  bis  father. 
1  say  nothing  to  him  ;  I  don't  blame  the  child,  but  those 
took  [him]  out  of  the  most  desirable  situation  in  the 
ry.  He  never  will  get  into  such  another  advantageous 
ip ;  but  his  father  is  a  fool ;  and  so,  my  dear  Emma,  that 
The  box  which  you  sent  me  in  May  1804,  is  just  arrived 
le  Diligent  Store-ship.  1  have  sent  the  Arms'  to  Palermo, 
ribbs.  The  clothes  are  very  acceptable.  I  will  give  you 
Iss  for  sending  them.     God  bless  you  I     Araen. 

April  Isl. 
I  am  not  surpnsed  that  we  should  both  think  the  same 
about  the  kitchen  ;  and,  if  I  can  afford  it,  I  should  like  it  to 
be  done ;  hut,  by  the  fatal  example  of  poor  Mr.  HatniltoQ, 
and  many  others,  we  must  take  care  not  to  gel  into  debt ;  for 
then  we  can  neither  help  any  of  our  relations,  and  [miisl]  be 
for  ever  in  misery.  But  of  this  we  [will]  talk  more,  when 
we  walk  upon  the  poop  at  Merton.  Do  you  ever  see  Admiral 
and  Mrs.  Lutwidge?  You  will  not  forget  me  when  you  do. 
~^o  MiB.  Oadognn,  say  everything  that  is  kind;  and  to  ail 
other  friends ;  and  be  assured  I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 
As  I  know  that  all  the  Mediterranean  letters  are  cut  and 
smoked,  and  perhaps  read,  I  do  not  send  you  a  little  letter  in 
this ;  but  your  utmost  stretch  of  fancy  cannot  inii^iiie  more 
feel  for  my  own  dear  Emmn.     God  bless  you.    Amen.   I 


•  To  be  reeordtd  amoug  tlioie  of  ihe  NobUit)'  o(  Sicily. 


352  LETTERS.  [180$. 

TO  VISCOUNT  MELVILLE. 
[From  Clarke  and  M*Arthiir,  vol  iu  p.  307.] 

[No  date.    Apparently  aboot  the  Oth  March,  1805.] 

Those  gentlemen  are  not  accustomed  to  a  Gulf  of  Lyons 
gale,  which  we  have  buflTeted  for  twenty-one  months,  and  not 
carried  away  a  spar.  I  most  sincerely  hope  they  will  soon 
be  in  a  state  to  put  to  sea  again.  Everybody  has  an  opinion 
respecting  the  destination  of  the  Enemy,  mine  is  more  fully 
confirmed  that  it  was  Egypt :  to  what  other  Country  could 
they  want  to  carry  saddles  and  arms  ?  I  yet  hope  to  meet 
them  before  I  go  hence.  I  would  die  ten  thousand  deatlui 
rather  than  give  up  my  command  when  the  Enemy  is  ex- 
pected every  day  to  be  at  sea.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ.,  ADMIRALTY. 

[Original,  in  the  Admiralty.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  KHh  March,  ISai. 

Sir, 
I  herewith  transmit  you  the  sentence  of  a  Court-Martial, 
held  on  Captain  Layman,  the  Officers,  and  Company  of  his 
Majesty's  late  Sloop  Haven,  for  the  loss  of  the  said  Sloop  on 
the  30th  of  January  last,  which  I  request  you  will  be  pleased 
to  lay  before  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  for 
their  information ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  acquaint  their  Lord- 
ships, that  I  feel  it  my  duty,  in  justice  to  Captain  Layman,  to 
state,  from  the  information  I  have  received  of  this  unfortunate 
circumstance  from  Mr.  Duff,  Consul  at  Cadiz,  and  also  the 
Marquis  de  la  Solano,  Captain-General  at  that  place,  that  the 
exertions  of  Captain  Layman  after  the  Raven  was  in  a  dan- 
gerous situation,  were  unequalled  by  anything  they  ever 
witnessed;  and  that,  notwithstanding  the  heavy  gale  of  wind 
which  she  encountered,  the  Raven  would  have  twice  got  clear 
off,  had  she  not,  in  the  first  instance,  carried  away  her  main- 
jard,  aod  afterwards  parted  from  her  anchors.  1  have  exceed- 
ingly to  lament  Captain  Layman's  misfortune,  as  I  consider 


TO  VISCOUNT  MELVILLE.* 


II  the  "  NmbI  Chronicle/ 


T.  46.]  LETTERS.  353 

B  present  loss  to  the  Service  a  verj  great  one  indeed)  knowing 
mi  experience  the  abilities  and  exertions  of  that  Officer.  I 
1,  Sir,  &c  Nelson  and  Bronte. 

^■(y  dear  Lord,  Viclorj-.  at  Sea,  IM,  Marcb,  ISO.-!. 

^Bclose  some  remarks  made  by  Captain  Layman  whilst  he 
l^m  Spain,  after  the  very  unfortunate  loss  of  that  fine  Sloop, 
iich  your  Lordship  was  so  good  as  to  give  him  the  com- 
kod  of.  Your  Lordship  will  find  the  remarks  flow  from  a 
I6t  intelligent  and  active  mind,  and  may  be  useful  should 
y  expedition  take  place  against  Cadiz ;  and,  tny  dear  Lord, 
re  me  leave  to  recommend  Captain  Layman  to  your  kind 
jtection;  for,  notwithstanding  ilie  Court -Martial  has  thought 
n  deserving  of  censure  ibr  his  running  in  witli  the  land,  jet, 
r  Lord,  allow  me  to  say,  that  Captain  Layman's  misfor- 
tune was,  perhaps,  conceiving  that  other  people's  abilities 
re  equal  to  his  own,  which,  indeed,  very  few  people's  are. 
I  own  myself  one  of  those  who  do  not  fear  the  shore,  for 
rdly  any  great  things  are  done  in  a  small  Ship  by  a  man 
It  is;  therefore,  I  make  very  great  allowances  for  him. 
Iced,  bis  station  was  intended  never  to  be  from  the  shore 
the  Siraits :  and  if  he  did  not  every  day  risk  his  Sloop,  he 
uld  be  useless  upon  that  station.  Captain  Layman  has 
▼ed  wiih  me  in  three  Ships,  and  I  am  well  acquainted 
:b  his  bravery,  zeal,  judgment,  and  activity ;  nor  do  I  re- 
it  the  loss  of  the  Raven  compared  to  the  value  of  Captain 
^mui's  services,  which  are  a  National  loss. 
You  must,  my  dear  Lord,  forgive  the  warmth  which  I  ex- 
!88  for  Captain  Layman ;  but  be  is  in  adversity,  and, 
before,  baa  the  more  claim  to  my  attention  and  regard.  If 
iftd  been  censured  every  time  I  have  run  my  Ship,  or  Fleets 
der  my  command,  into  great  danger,  I  should  long  ago 
re  been  ont  of  the  Service,  and  never  in  the  House  of  Peers, 
to,  my  dear  Lord,  most  faithfully,  your  obedient  servant. 
Nelson  and  Bronte, 
■acl*riBlic  letler,  which,  inmy  yem 


TO  ALEXANDER  DAVISON.  ESQ. 


[Aulognpli,  in  thf  jiossi 


iQ  of  Colonel  Dutison.] 


Victory.  Majch  llih,lWO. 


My  dear  Davison, 
You  will  readily  believe  that  my  heart  is  almost  broken 
nut  having  got  bold  of  those  Freneh  folks.  From  JaavatJ 
19lh  to  this  day,  I  have  not  been  to  be  envied.  HadHxj 
not  been  crippled,  nothing  could  have  hindered  uur  meetiog 
them  on  January  2l8t,  o3'  the  South  end  of  Sardinia.  £ifl 
since,  we  have  been  prepared  for  Battle ;  not  a  bulk-head  sp 
in  the  Fleet.  Night  or  day,  it  is  my  determination  not  M 
lose  one  moment  in  attacking  them.  To  add  to  my  somn; 
the  Convoy  baa  been  intercepted.  That  would  not 
happened,  could  I  have  ordered  the  Officer  off  Cadiz  to  biw 
sent  Shii»s  to  protect  them.  But  when  I  tell  my  tale  of 
the  unpoUte  conduct,  as  reported  to  me,  I  pity  the  man.  But 
it  is  impossible  it  can  go  on.  I  hear  1  am  not  lo  be  allowei 
to  send  a  Vessel  even  with  my  dispatches  to  Lisbon  :  I 
it  patiently.  When  I  see  Lord  Melville  and  Nepcan,  a 
tiling  will  be  decided. 

The  French  Fleet  are  reported  not  to  have  disemborke* 
their  Troops,  and  I  am  in  hourly  hopes  of  getting  at  them 
af^er  which,  I  shall  certainly  return  to  England.  But  I  sh^ 
never  quit  my  post  when  the  French  Fleet  is  at  sea,  as  i 
Commander-in-Chief  of  great  celebrity  once  did.  I  nould 
sooner  die  at  my  post,  than  have  such  a  stigma  upon  m] 
memory.  To  mend  matters,  poor  Captain  Layman  came  to 
me  in  a  Cartel,  having  lost  his  6ne  Sloop,  and  I  only  hope  thai 
all  dispatches  are  lost;  but  I  much  fear,  as  they  were  not  tbronu 
overboard  till  the  Vessel  struck,  that  they  may  wash  on  shore. 
Layman  says  it  is  impossible.  Ue  was  tried  by  a  Court- 
Martial  the  day  before  yesterday  ;  and,  to  my  great  eurpruq 
severely  censured,  for  running  uncautiously  in  with  the  laod 
The  testimonies  of  his  exertions  to  save  the  Sloop  are  u* 
controvertible,  and  were  never  exceeded.  I  know  too  wel 
to  comment  upon  a  Sentence  ;  but  if  running  in  with  the  land 
Id  rocks,  passing  narrow  and  dangerous  passages,  where  mj 
Ship,  or  Fleets  intmsled  to  my  care,  might  have  been  lost,  i 
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&  fauU,  I  have  been  guilty  of  a  Utousand.     I  would  employ 

Xjayman  to-morruw  if  I  could ;  and  I  beg  that  you  will  mea- 

taon   him  with  kiodncss  Ui  our  friend  Ncpcaii,  who  I  have 

given   Captain  L.  n  letter  to.     I  am,  in  truth,  very,  very 

Bad ;  but  ever,  my  dear  Davison,  your  most  faithful  friend, 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

November  2nd,  my  last  letters  from  England.     I  hoi>e  you 

<    entirely  mistaken  about  the  destination  of  the  intended 

podition.  Ten  thousand  times  more  important  are  fifty  other 

i..,K.cs  than  if  we  were  in  the  aetiml  capliire  of  Mexico  or  Peru. 

We  want  a  War  that  will  make  a  Peace,  and  no  ConqueBta  there 

"lil  have  that  effect.     You  are,  my  friend,  a  man  of  business, 

itnd  I  am  not  surprised  at  Lord  Melville's  attention  to  you. 

He  shows  his  discernment  in  that,  as  he  docs  in  everything 

he  undertakes.     Remember  me  kindly  to  Nepean,     I  have 

wrote  to  him  about  poor  Captain  Layman. 

I  am  sensible  of  your  goodness  in  paying  all  my  bills  for 
the  improvements  at  Merlon,  which  I  will,  if  I  live,  or  have 
OS  mnch  property,  repay  with  many  thanks.  But  I  fancy 
dear  Lady  Hamilton  wants  some  money  to  furnish  the  new 
part.  She  will  not  be  extravagant ;  therefore,  if  you  will  let 
her  have  the  money  for  it,  I  shall  feel  much  obliged.  May 
God  bless  my  dear  friend ;  and  be  assured  I  am  ever  your 
much  obliged  friend, 

Nelson  and  Boonte. 

^^m  Viclorf.  lllh  Marcli,  ISOO. 

^^"  Mofit  Secret  Memoranda. 

In  case  the  Fleet  should  not  be  able  to  get  to  Rendezvous 
102,  and  Lord  Nelson  would  have  Captain  Bayotun  proceed 
there,  he  wishes  to  give  the  directions  hereafter  mentioned. 
The  Fisgard  to  he  left  in  the  Command  off  Toulon,  to  watch 
the  Enemy,  with  such  other  Frigales — ^not  to  exceed  three — 
as  shall  lie  there.  It  is  very  desirable  for  a  Frigate,  or  the 
Bittern  Sloop,  to  relieve  the  Thunder  Bomb  on  Rendezvous 
97,  and  the  Thunder  to  be  ordered  to  Rendezvous  98.  The 
aa2 


TO  CAPTAIN  BAYNTUN,  li.M.  SHIP  LEVIATHAN, 
seion  of  Miss  BolIUD,  of  fiuruhun.] 


[Aatogiapb,  h 
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Childers  and  Renown  to  be  ordered  to  Rendezvous  98.  Hie 
Leviathan  to  proceed  to  Rendezvous  98,  which  is  the  General 
Rendezvous.  The  Phoebe  and  Hydra  are  ordered  to  pro- 
ceed to  Rendezvous  102,  and  between  that  Rendezvous  and 
Toulon,  to  relieve  Active  and  Seahorse,  who  must  want  water; 
therefore,  Captain  Bayntun  is  desired  to  give  them  a  present 
supply  of  that  article. 

I  sh^U,  if  possible,  make  my  appearance  off  Barcelona,  in 
order  to  induce  the  Enemy  to  believe  that  I  am  fixed  upon  the 
Coast  of  Spain,  when  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  they  will 
put  to  sea,  as  I  am  told  the  Troops  are  still  embarked.  From 
off  Barcelona  I  shall  proceed  direct  to  Rendezvous  98.  Should 
the  Leviathan  be  at  98  before  me,  and  find  there  either  Ter- 
magant or  Bittern,  it  would  be  very  desirable  to  have  a  Vessel 
fixed  ten  leagues  West  of  St.  Pierres,  in  case  the  French 
Fleet  should  not  steer  close  to  the  Island ;  for  I  think  Egypt 
is  still  their  object.  Captain  Bayntun  will  keep  this  paper  a 
secret,  and  if  not  used,  return  it  to  me.  Captain  Bayntun 
will  be  telegraphed  when  he  is  to  proceed  upon  this  service, 
which  will  not  be  done  whilst  a  hope  remains  of  the  Fleet's 
getting,  in  any  reasonable  time,  to  Rendezvous  102. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  THE  SURGEON,  PURSER,  AND  CLERK*  OF  HIS  MAJESTY'S 

LATE  SLOOP  RAVEN. 

[From  a  copy  in  the  Admiralty.     '*  March  12lh.     a.m.     Saw  the  high  land  oTer 
Toulon,  bearing  N.  b  E." — Victory  s  LogJ] 

Sir,  Victory,  at  Sea,  14th  March,  1805. 

A  Report  having  reached  me  that  you  have  great  reason  to 
believe  that  a  paper  produced  by  Mr.  Edwards,  late  of  His 
Majesty's  Sloop  Raven,  and  sworn  by  him  to  be  a  copy  of  the 
Raven's  Log  on  the  day  and  night  alluded  to,  is  a  fabrication 
and  not  copied,  from  the  slate  on  which  the  Log  was  kept* 


4    (t 


N.B. — A  separate  letter  was  wrote  to  each." 
*  Captain  Layman,  in  a  letter  to  the  Admiralty,  requested  their  Lordships  to  take 
into  consideration  various  points  stated  therein,  one  of  which  was,  '^  Whether  the 
paper  from  which  the  Commander  received  censure,  produced  by  Mr.  Edwards  to 
the  Court,  as  a  copy  made  in  the  prison  from  the  Log-slate,  does  not  appear  invalid, 
from  the  statements  of  Messrs.  Bailey,  Soden,  and  Homiton  to  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  r—^ovo/  Chronicle,  vol.  xxxviii.  p.  15. 
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If  the  report  made  to  me  has  any  truth  in  it,  I  desire  that  you 
will  communicate  the  circumstances  to  me,  that  an  inquiiy 
may  take  place  into  so  scandalous  and  infamous  a  proceeding. 
I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ.,  ADMIRALTY. 

[Autograph,  in  the  Admiralty.] 
Victory,  18  leagues  South  from  Toolon,  March  13th,  1805. 

Sir, 
Their  Lordships  are  fully  aware  of  ray  reasons  for  not  at- 
tending to  my  own  health  since  I  received  their  permission  to 
return  to  England  for  its  re-establishment.  I  do  assure  you 
that  no  consideration  for  Self  could  come  into  my  mind  when 
the  Enemy's  Fleet  was  sure  of  putting  to  sea,  and  they  are 
now  perfectly  ready  in  appearance  to  put  to  sea  again.  There- 
fore, although  I  have  suifered  very  much  from  anxiety  and  a 
very  stormy  winter,  yet  I  shall  either  stay  to  fight  them,  which 
I  expect  every  hour,  or  until  I  believe  they  will  not  come  to 
sea  for  the  summer,  when  I  shall  embrace  their  Lordships' 
permission  and  return  to  England  for  a  few  months  for  the 
re-establishment  of  a  very  shattered  constitution.      I  am, 

Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  ALEXANDER  DAVISON,  ESQ. 
[Autograph,  in  the  possession  of  Colonel  Da>-isou.] 

Victory,  March  13th,  1805. 

My  dear  Davison, 
Everything  by  the  Raven  is  gone.  It  is  a  sad  loss,  but  I  cannot 
help  it.  Your  letter  of  January  7th,  by  the  Amphion,  I  received 
last  night,  and  I  am  glad  to  find  that  you  can  travel  as  far  as 
Wimbledon,  and  before  you  receive  this  letter,  you  will  again, 
thank  God,  be  a  fi-ecman.  No  consideration  should,  was  I 
in  your  situation,  induce  me  to  go  into  Parliament.  You 
must  soon  take  a  part,  and  thus  lose  many  of  your  present 
friends.     Nothing  has,  or  could  keep  me  here  one  moment. 
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but  the  sense  of  what  I  owe  to  myself,  my  King  and  Country. 
The  business  off  Cadiz  cannot  go  on,  and  the  Admiralty  will 
soon  find  it  out  I  attribute  the  loss  of  the  Convoy  to  that 
cause,  and  we  shall  lose  more  if  it  is  continued.  Either  Sa 
John  Orde  should  command  all,  or  myself;  but  I  complain  not 
I  shall  mention  it  fully  when  I  get  home,  which  will  be  either 
the  moment  after  the  Battle,  or  that  I  believe  the  French  Fleet 
will  not  come  out  for  the  summer.  I  am  useless  if  I  die ;  and 
for  what  should  I  ?  No,  I  have  wrote  to  the  Admiralty  my 
determination.  I  am  now  so  hectic,  that  I  run  a  great  risk  of 
never  recovering ;  and,  my  dear  Davison,  your  letter  has  hurt 
me  not  a  little.  It  conveys  to  my  mind  an  intimation,  that  I 
might  have  made  you  Agent  for  the  Mediterranean  Fleet  If 
I  have  that  power,  it  is  a  power  I  am  unacquainted  with;  n(» 
do  I  see  how  it  is  possible.  But  we  shall  soon  talk  of  this, 
and  other  matters ;  and,  so  iar  from  having  any  such  power,  I 
do  not  believe  that,  if  we  were  to  take  the  whole  French  Fleet, 
the  Agency  would  be  offered  to  me  in  toto^  and  less  I  would 
not  accept  for  you,  with  the  proviso  mentioned  formerly. 

There  is  nothing,  my  dear  Davison,  that  I  could  do  to  meet 
your  wishes,  that  I  should  not  rejoice  in  doing ;  and  I  only 
regret  that  I  cannot  do  impossibilities.  I  am  at  this  moment 
very  miserable,  and  am  not  to  be  envied.  My  friendship, 
regard,  and  affection  for  you  is  unalterable,  and  I  am  truly 
sensible  of  all  the  obligations  I  owe  you.  I  am  very  glad  to 
hear  of  the  final  distribution  of  the  Copenhagen  Prize-money. 
You  cannot  conceive  the  insinuations  which  have  been  made 
to  me.  I  must  not  omit  to  mention  that  Sir  Richard  Strachan 
is  the  only  Captain  who,  when  stationed  outside  the  Struts, 
wrote  me,  that  he  should,  if  he  sent  any  Ship  to  England, 
make  you  his  Agent  But  I  have  done  with  this  subject, 
which  has  much  distressed  me.® 

'  This  letter  was  probably  coDtinued  on  another  sheet,  which  has  not  been 
found. 
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TO  VICE-ADMIRAL  COLLINGWOOD. 


[Aalo^;ih.  in  ihe  pos 


a.  Newahim  OoUingoood.]! 


Viotory,  March  13lh.  180S. 

My  tlear  Friend, 
Many,  many  thanks  for  your  kind  remembrance  of  me,  and 
»r  your  friendly  good  wishes,  which,  froni  my  heart,  I  can 
ly  are  reciprocal.  I  am  certainly  near  going  to  Eng- 
uid;  for  my  constitution  is  much  shook,  and  nothing  has 
ept  me  here  so  long  but  the  expectarion  of  getting  at  the 
rench  Fleet.  I  am  told  the  Rochfort  Sijiiadron  sailed 
sme  day  as  thai  from  Toulon.  Buonaparte  has  oflcn  mi 
is  brags,  that  our  Fleet  would  be  worn  out  by  keeping 
ea — that  his  was  kept  in  order,  and  increasing  by  staying 
*ort ;  but  he  now  finds,  I  fancy,  if  Emperorn  hear  truth,  thi 
is  Fleet  suffers  more  in  one  night,  than  onrs  in  one  year. 
Jowever,  thank  God,  the  Toulon  Fleet  is  got  in  order  again, 
nd,  I  hear,  the  Troops  embarked ;  and  I  hope  they  will 
oine  to  sea  in  fine  weather.  The  moment  the  Battle  is  over, 
shall  cut;  and  I  must  do  the  same,  if  I  think,  after  some 
reeks,  that  they  do  not  intend  to  come  out  for  the  summer. 
Ve  have  had  a  very  dull  War ;  but  I  agree  with  you,  that  it 
iU8t  change  for  a  more  active  one.  We  arc  in  a  sad  jumble 
rith  Sir  John  Orde  off  Cadiz ;  but  let  him  do  as  absurd 
lings  as  he  pleases  about  blockading  the  Ships  under  my 
ommand — even  to  be  angry  at  my  sending  Ships  to  Lisbon 
■ith  my  dispatches,  and  angry  at  my  sending  Ships  to  a  part 
f  the  station  under  my  orders,  before  I  knew  of  his  arrival  to 
ike  that  lucrative  part  of  my  station  from  me — I  shaU  never 
into  a  paper  war  with  him,  or  any  one  else.  Wc  havfl 
ne  Convoy,  I  think,  by  it,  and  we  shall  lose  more;  6»-i 
two  itooh,  &c.  &c.  &c.  I  beg,  my  dear  Coll.,  that  you^ 
ill  present  my  most  respectful  compliments  to  Mrs,  Collin^i 
ood;  and  believe  [me]  for  ever,  and  as  ever,  your  most 
Te  and  truly  attached  friend, 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


lias 

the  ^_ 
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TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ.,  ADMIRALTY. 

[Original  in  the  Admiralty.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  14th  March,  1805. 

Sir, 

Yoli  will  be  pleased  to  acquaint  the  Lords  CommissioDen 
of  the  Admiralty,  that  the  Fleet  under  my  command  arrived 
off  Toulon  yesterday  evening,  and  that  by  the  information  I 
have  received  from  the  Frigates  stationed  to  watch  the 
Enemy,  their  Fleet  is  all  in  the  above  harbour,  apparently  in 
perfect  readiness  to  put  to  sea.  Whether  their  TVoops,  who 
were  disembarked  on  their  late  return,  are  again  put  on  board, 
has  not  been  learnt,  but  there  is  reason  to  believe  they  are. 
Their  Lordships  may  rest  assured,  in  the  event  of  the  Enemy 
putting  to  sea  again,  that  I  shall  use  every  possible  means  to 
fall  in  with  them,  and  bring  them  to  Action. 

I,  at  the  same  time,  received  their  Lordships'  duplicate 
order  of  the  14tli  Decenjiber  last,  relative  to  the  detention  of 
all  Spanish  Ships  and  Vessels ;  and  your  several  letters,  &c 
acknowledged  under  this  date,  brought  out  in  the  Amphion 
to  Gibraltar,  and  from  thence  in  the  Fisgard,  which  sprung  a 
leak,  and  was  obliged  to  return  to  that  place  immediately,  to 
have  it  stopped.  Their  Lordships'  dispatches  sent  out  in  the 
late  Raven,  and  Arthur  *  Cutter,  have,  with  those  unfortunate 
Vessels,  been  lost ;  the  former,  I  have  reason  to  believe  from 
Captain  Layman,  were  sunk  when  the  Raven  struck  ;  but  the 
latter  dispatches,  brought  by  the  Cutter,  which  was  captured 
by  the  Enemy's  Fleet  on  its  return  into  Toulon,  I  fear  may 
have  fallen  into  their  hands,  as  the  Officer  who  commanded 
her,  presuming,  probably,  that  it  was  the  Fleet  under  my 
command,  may  have  been  taken  by  surprise.  This,  however, 
is  matter  of  conjecture,  and  may  not  be  the  case.     I  am.  Sir, 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ.,  ADMIRALTY. 

[Origiijal,  in  the  Admiralty.] 

Victor>',  at  Sea,  14tb  March,  ISOD. 

Sir, 
I  herewith  transmit  you  a  copy  of  an  appointment  which  I 
have  this  day  given  to  Mr.  William  Bunce,  Carpenter  of  his 

'  The  Arthur,  Hired  Cutter,  Lieutenant  R.  Cooban,  of  six  guns. 
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^^HbjceIv's  Sliip  Victory,  to  be  !Mastcr- Shipwright  of  his  Ma-  1 
HJ^ty's  Yard  at  Gibraliar,  in  room  of  the  late  Mr.  Burnett,  j 
which    you    will    be    so    good    as    to    lay    before    the    Lords 
Com miaai oners  of  the  Admiralty,  for  their    information,  and 
move  their  Lordships  to  confirm  the  appointment.     1  muet, 
at  the  same  time,  request  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  ac-   ' 
quaint  their  Lordships,  that  Mr.  Bunco  is  a  very  able  and    ' 
experienced  Officer,  of  great  abilities  and  quick  resources; 
and  that,  from  bis  long  and  faithful  servitude,  he  is  most  de- 
servedly cntiUcd  to  their  Lordships'  patronage.     I,  therefore, 
hope  (his  appointment  will  meet  their  approbation.     I  am, 
Sir,  &c.  Neslbon  akd  Bhontb.        I 

TO  WILLUM  MARSDEN,  ESQ.,  ADMIRALTY. 


[OriginBl  in  Ihe  Adoitraltj.] 


Sir, 


1,  Uiii  Mtrcii,  laoa. 


I  have  received  your  letler  of  the  21st  November,  relative 
to  the  French  Prisoners  of  War  at  Malta,  being  sent  lo  Eng- 
land in  King's  Ships,  as  opportunities  may  offer,  from  the 
reasons  mentioned  in  your  said  letter  ;  and  you  will  please  to 
acquaint  their  Lordships  that  I  shall  direct  the  Senior  Officer 
at  Malta,  and  Agent  for  Prisoners  of  War,  to  attend  most 
strictly  to  these  insinictions,  and  send  the  French  prisoners  lo 
England  agreeably  thereto;  but  I  must  desire  to  observe  that 
the  Ships  leaving  Malta  with  Convoys  are  in  general  so 
crowded  with  invalids  (being  Fiigates  and  other  small  Vessels)  1 
that  but  very  few  prisoners  can  be  accommodated ;  their 
Lordships'  direction  shall,  however,  be  duly  attended  lo,  I 
am.  Sir,  Stc,  Nelson  and  Bront£. 


TO  CAPTAIN  SITTTON,  H.  M.  SHIP  AMPHION. 


{Aulognph,  ii 


ID  at  Ciplun  ! 


tl  Violorj,  Murl.  UUi,  IsnS. 

My  dear  Sutton, 
I  am  much  obliged  by  your  kind  letter,  and  return  yoa  I 
many  thanks  for  the  good  things  which  you  was  so  good  as  to  ^ 
bring  me  from  England,  wliich  will  be  most  acceptable,  for  I 
have  had  nothing  to  eat  but  what  my  friends  in   the  Fleet 
have  supplied   me  with.     Sir  William   Bolton  has  not  yet  i 


L 
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joined;  he  has  been  sent  to  Madeira.     The  dieej^fl 
will  come  up  in  the  first  Frigate.     1  hope  your  ( 
of  gain  by  the  Galleons  will  be  reulizcd ;  and  I  b 
gel  enormously  rieli,  for  your  own  and  good  Caj 
sake,'  although  an  Admiral  of  more  interest  than  I 
take  what  ought  to  belong  to  me.     I  should  t 
whole  of  this  Fleet  will  be  put  under  Sir  John  ( 
m&nd ;  or,  when  he  has  made  money  enottgb,  he  » 
moved,  and  the  responsibility  left  where  it  was  b 

We  have  had  a  long  run  to  Fgypt  and  back; 
French  Fleet  are    now  ready   for  sea  again,    I   I 
we  shall  meet  them ;  and  then  I  would  change  v 
living.     My  health  is  but  so-so ;  and  the  moment  d 
Battle,  I  shall  go  home  for  a  few  months.     I  think  1 
soon    be    drove    otF  your    Cruizing   ground;     the 
Squadron  will  be  with  you  before  long,  therefore  i 
whilst  the  sun  shines.     I  am  sorry  to  hear  l~ 
has  quitted  his  Ship  from  ill-hcalth.     I  wish  I  c 
changed  with  you  when  you  went  to  Merloi 
see  it  very  soon.      Hardy  is  verj-  well,  and  as  good  t 
he  hopes  he  will  get  something  by  the  French  F 
sake.     If  Sir  John  Orde  condescends  to  ask  after  n 
my  respcctfiil  compliments;  and   to  George   Hope.* 
believe  me,   dear  Sutton,  your  much  obliged  and  &tt&i 
friend,  Nklson  and  B»om 


TO  WILLIAM  MAHSDEN,  ESQ..  ADMIRALTY. 
[Origin*],  ia  llie  Adininiltj.] 

Viclory,  M  Sea,  14ih  N 
Sir, 
I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  15th  November,  t 
with  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Hammond,  and  the  sevW^ 
papers  therein  referred  to  in  original,  containing  a  represeH" 
tation  from  the  Neapolitan  Minister  of  violations  committer 
by  his  Majesty's  Ships  in  the  Territory  of  the  King  of  Naplc^ 
In  answer  to  which,  I  herewith  transmit  you  my  letter  t* 
Captain  Schomberg,  dated  the  llth  November,  dire 

•  Vide  p.  aH7,  nnln  0,  uile.. 

•  Now  Admiral  Sir  Oeorge  Marlin,  G.C.B..  G.C-M-O..  Vice-. 

•  Ciptaiu  Oeorgi  Hopo,  ot  the  Dofeuov. 
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,iiiry  into  ihc  caoduct  of  Licutrnant  Spencer,  commaodiog 
iln.'  Hcnard  Schooner,'  li^clher  wiih  ihe  inqiiiiy,  and  seTeral 
iirlier  papers  id  original,  relative  to  this  circiunstance,  from 
Nimibcr  1  to  7,  which  I  request  you  will  be  pleased  to  Uj 
before  the  Lords  CumraiseioDcrs  of  the  Admiralty  for  their 
informatiun ;  and  acquaint  their  Lordships  that  the  Neutrality 
of  his  Sicilian  Majesty's  Dominions  has  been  most  sbamefnQy 
violated  by  the  French  Privateers  and  Ro« -boats,  which  have 
been  snffercd  to  shelter  themselves  in  the  different  Ports  of 
his  Kingdom,  from  whence  they  have  issued  forth  and  cap- 
tured our  Coasting  Trade  under  their  Fon& 

I  am  perfectly  aware  of  the  delicate  situation  of  the  King 
of  Naples,  and,  consequently,  gave  the  most  strict  orders  to 
the  Commanders  of  his  Majesty's  Ships  on  no  account  to 
commit  the  least  violation  of  Neutrality  in  any  part  of  his 
Kingdoms;  but  where  French  Privateers  have  so  daringly  and 
piratically  captured  our  Trade,  his  Majesty's  Officers  would 
have  been  highly  reprehensible  to  have  witnctsed  it  without 
attempting  to  destroy  the  unwarrantable  offenders.  It  is  but 
justice  for  me  to  re])eat,  what  I  have  frequently  mentioned, 
that  the  Ships  imder  my  command  have  invariably  adhered 
to  the  strictest  Neutrality,  and  that  they  cannot,  without  being 
guilty  of  a  breach  of  my  most  positive  orders,  commit  the 
least  violation  of  Neutrality  in  any  place. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  the  F'rench  Minister's  com- 
plaint relative  to  the  Bittern  (even  by  his  own  account)  has 
no  foundation,  as  no  French  Vessel  was  boarded  by  any  of 
lier  Boats.  This  circumstance  would  have  been  noticed  by  me 
to  Mr.  Elliot,  had  I  been  in  possession  of  Captain  Corbet's 
statement,  which  was  perfectly  correct,  and  shows  his  conduct 
to  have  been  Officer-like  and  regular,  in  the  search  for  the 
Seamen  who  had  deserted  from  the  Bittern  at  Naples,  so  that 
the  French  Minister  has  taken  up  the  affairs  of  those  of  other 
Courts,  which  he  bad  nothing  to  do  with,  and  made  the 
concern  his  own.     I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

NELaoM  Ana  Bronte. 

P.S.— I  return  the  several  papers  which  accompanied  your 
said  letter. 

'  Tliis  VoKl,  whiclj  bu  been  bo  a(\cn  mcndoncd.  niu  aftcTiHtilB  cslled  ilie 
CrBft;,utd.  itiU  under  tbe  conunuid  uf  Lieiiienuil  Spenoar,  niuca|ilured  iu  Mtrcli 
ism  by  ihcM  SpwiiBh  priTiteen,  aeu  TsIubd,  lAer  a  g«I' 
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TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ^  ADMIRALTY. 

[Original,  in  the  Admiralty.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  14th  March,  1809. 

Sir, 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  14th  November,  together 
with  a  copy  of  his  Majesty^s  Order  in  Council,  authoriziDg  an 
increase  to  be  made  to  the  salaries  of  the  Secretaries  to  Flag 
Officers ;  also,  that  no  Secretary  is  to  be  allowed  more  than 
one  Clerk  as  an  assistant,  and  that  no  Purser  of  any  of  hii 
Majesty's  Ships  in  Commission  shall  be  allowed  to  officiate  at 
the  same  time  as  Secretary  to  a  Flag  Officer.  In  answer  to 
which,  I  have  transmitted  to  Rear-Admiral  Sir  Richard 
Bickerton  a  copy  of  his  Majesty's  said  Order  in  CounriHi 
with  that  of  your  letter  of  the  above  date,  and  request  yoa 
will  be  pleased  to  acquaint  their  Lordships  that  due  attention 
shall  be  paid  to  the  instructions  therein  contained,  and  that 
the  name  of  my  Secretary  and  that  of  Sir  Richard  Bickerton^B 
are  mentioned  underneath.     I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

John    Scott,    Secretary  to   Vice-Admiral   Lord   Viscount 
Nelson. 

J.    D.    Boycs,    Secretary   to    Rear-Admiral    Sir    Richard 
Bickerton,  Bart, 

N.B. — Mr.  Truppo's  name  in  his  Commission  has,  by  mis- 
take been  inserted  Peter  Stuppo  instead  of  Truppo ;  you  will, 
therefore  have  the  goodness  to  correct  the  mistake. 


TO  LIEUTENANT-GENERAL  THE  HONOURABLE  HENRY  EDWARD 
FOX,  LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR  OF  GIBRALTAR. 

[Autograph,  in  the  possession  of  John  Bullock,  Esq.] 

Victory,  March  14th,  1805. 

Sir, 
I  have  been  honoured  with  your  letters  of  February  5lb, 
and  I  feel  truly  happy  that  all  appearance  of  the  epidemic  has 
disappeared,  and  that  a  free  communication  with  the  Garrison 
is  again  permitted  without  danger.  The  cautions  respect- 
ing the  performance  of  Pratique  are  certainly  very  proper, 
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igh  I  am  entirely  at  a  loss  lo  know  where  Vessels  can  lay 

Quarantine  with  safety  out  of  the  Mole.     With  respect 

}  Naval  force  necessary  for  the  protection  of  the  BnJlocIc 

tels  going  to  Lisbon  with  your  mails,  and  brinj^ing  them 

3  the  Garrison,  I  hope  the  Admiralty  will  send  me  the 

Vessels  for  that  service ;   for  I  do  assure  you,  Sir, 

I  trust,  my  general  attention    towards  the   comfort  of 

"son  will  induce  you  to  believe  ray  assertion)  that 

and  comfort  of  the   Garrison  of  Gibrallar  is  ever 

t  in  my  mind ;  and  it  is  the  cause  of  much  regret 

that   the   Officer  down   the   Mediterranean   is  not 

my  command,  as  his  instructions  would   be  similar 

lat  formerly  given  to  Sir  Richard  Strachan  and   Cap- 


—  viz.,  to   take 


ind   afford 


every 


■omfort  to  tlie  Garrison  of  Gibraltar,  and  I  flatter  my- 
:  has  been  closely  attended  to.  I  have  long  ago  pre- 
1  to  recommend  to  Lord  Melville  that  Gibraltar  should 
iced  under  the  immediate  care  of  the  Officer  commanding 
idiz,  and  1  hojie.  before  this  time,  it  has  been  attended 
3  Raven  was  destined  for  the  especial  service  of  Gib- 
;  and  I  lament  the  loss  of  her,  and  also  of  the  services  of 
tain  Layman,  whose  activity,  zeal,  and  judgment,  would 
B  been  of  much  use  to  the  Garrison.  I  have  the  honour 
j^teoiain,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


■  The  I 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN.  ESQ,  ADMIRALTY". 


Sir, 

'In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  17th  December,  relative  to 
their  Lordships  being  furnished  with  an  account  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  several  Vessels  captured  by  the  different  Ships 
of  the  Squadron,  and  sent  to  Malta  Ibr  adjudication,  being 
the  proiierly  of  the  Suhjecta  of  the  Lignrian  and  Italian 
Republics,  I  beg  you  will  be  pleased  to  acquaint  the  Lords 
Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  that  I  do  not  feel  myself 
authorized  lo  call  upon  ihe  Judge  of  the  Vice- Admiralty 
Court  at  Malta  for  the  proceeds  of  the  said  Vessels,  which,  I 
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onderstand,  was  his  Majesty's  pleasure  should  be  given  to 
the  Captors  immediately :  their  Lordships  will,  therefore,  be 
pleased  to  adopt  such  measures  as  to  them  may  appear  proper 
on  the  occasion*  It  only  remains  with  me  to  observe,  that 
the  Captors  have  frequently  applied  to  me  on  this  subject  I 
am,  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bbonte. 


TO  ADMIRAL  LORD  RADSTOCK. 
[Autograph,  in  the  possession  of  Rear-Admiral  Lord  Radstock,  CB.] 

Victory,  March  15th,  1805. 

My  dear  Lord, 
I  am  sorry  you  should  find  a  difficulty  in  getting  your  son 
promoted.  If  he  is  to  remain  a  Lieutenant  I  should  rather 
recommend  him  to  be  in  a  more  active  Ship  than  this.  Pro- 
motion here,  unless  from  the  Admiralty,  is  out  of  the  question. 
Was  I  in^is  Command  seven  years,  I  could  not  expect  to  get 
through  the  Admiralty  recommendations  which  eveiy  Ship 
increases.  ...  I  must  not  enter  upon  the  business  of  Sir  John 
Orde's  appointment,  but  I  think  whoever  has  that  Command 
should  have  this.  They  ought  not  have  been  divided,  and  so 
much  did  I  expect  Orde  to  relieve  me  in  toto,  that  all  my 
things  were  sent  to  the  Superb,  where  they  still  remain.  I 
am  ever,  my  dear  Lord,  yours  most  faithfully. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  EARL  CAMDEN,  K.G.,  SECRETARY  OF  STATE  FOR  THE  WAR 

DEPARTMENT. 

[Original,  in  the  Colouia]  Office.] 

Victory,  March  15Ui,  1805. 

My  Lord, 
Flattering  as  are  the  enclosed  letters  from  their  Sicilian 
Majesties,  yet  I  should  not  do  them  justice  was  I  not  (without 
any  consideration  for  my  feelings)  to  transmit  them  to  your 
Lordship,  and  in  your  wisdom  you  will,  if  you  think  it  proper, 
communicate  them  to  His  Majesty.  My  wretched  state  of 
health  ought,  long  since,  to  have  induced  me  to  go  to  England 
for  its  re-establishment :    but  I  could  never  bring  myself  to 
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t  mjr  post  wbeD  the  Enemy  waa  coming  to  sea.     Tliia 
kive  has  induced  me  to  remain,  and  I  shall  stay  until  after 
I  Battle,  or  that  I  believe  the  French  Fleet  will  not  put  to 
pfor  the  summer  months.     I  have  the  hoDour  to  be,  &c. 
Nelson  akd  Bkonte. 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ.,  ADMIRALTT. 


[Originil,  in  [he  Admirolty.] 


Sir, 


Victor;,  it  Sen,  ITlli  Marob,  1 


Having  understood  that  Mr.  Peter  Truppo,'  Midshipman 
on  board  the  Belleislc,  had  sen-ed  his  time  and  passed  in 
England  for  a  Lieutenant,  I  gave  him  a  Commission  for  the 
Aniphitrite ;  but  on  delivering  it,  and  aflcr  my  letter  of  the 
I4th  instant,  inclosing  copy  thereof,  waa  sealed  up  in  a  packet 
with  the  other  public  letters,  and  sent  on  board  the  Renown 
in  charge  of  Captain  Layman,  I  discovered  that  the  said  Mr. 
Tnippo  bad  not  served  his  time.  1  therefore  re<juest  you  will 
be  so  good  as  cancel  the  eaid  Commission,  and  move  their 
Lordships  to  confirm  the  one  (a  copy  of  which  is  herewith 
I  raiismitted )  which  I  have  this  day  given  to  Mr.  Peter  Craw- 
furd,'  Midshipman  of  the  Victory.     I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bbonte. 


TO  WILUAM  MAR8DEN,  ESQ,  ADMIRALTY. 


[OrigiuB 


n  (be  Admir^ty.] 


Sir, 


u  Son,  I8tl>  M*reb,  1 


^M    1  herewith  transmit  you  a  copy  of  a  duplicate  letter  from  the 
^nfavy  Board,  dated  the  22nd  November  last,  together  with  a 
Boopy  of  my  answer  thereto;  also  an  Account  from  Mr.  Edward 
^*Gajner,  Merchant  of  Rosas,  of  the  expenses  incurred  by  the   ' 
'     late  Hindostan's  Officers  and  Company,  together  with  Captain  I 
Lc  Gros'  agreement  for  the  hire  of  a  Vessel  sent  out  to  me  ' 
with  anaccount  of  that  misfortime  offToulon;  also  two  certifi- 
cates relative  to  the  hire  of  a  house,  and  of  fifteen  Deserters 

'  U«  died  RLieuleDsut,  about  lb23. 
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taken  up  b^  the  Civil  power  at  Gcroao,  and  put  on  h 
Seahorse  at  Koaas,  which  I  request  you  will  be  plei 
l^efore  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiraltv  f 
information,  and  move  their  Lordships  to  onjer  I 
impress  which  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navv  have  ll 
pro]>er  to  put  gainst  me,  on  this  account,  mar  be  ti ' 

I  cannot  help  noticing  to  their  Lordshlj^,  the  objl 
made  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy  to  this  i 
as  well  as  their  calling  for  Vouchers,  under  the  ( 
Ktances  of  the  misfortune  from  Mr.  Gayner,  who  had  bi 
witli  so  much  friendship  to  the  unfortunate  suffli 
paid  the  money  out  of  his  pocket  for  their  accommi 
There  are  drcumstances  which  justify  the  rigid  f 
Office  being  dispensed  with,  and  the  present  I  hui 
ceive  to  be  one.  Their  Lordships,  I  trust,  will  belid 
previous  to  my  giving  a  bill  to  Mr.  Gayner,  I  examined 
juuiicular  charge,  and  was  satisfied  from  Captain  Le  Gw 
iilso  from  Mr.  Ford,  Agent- Victualler,  who  was  at  Rosas  p 
chasing  wine,  &c.,  for  the  Fleet  at  the  time,  consequetillji  1 
witnesses  to  the  whole  transaction,  that  Mr.  Gayner  was  8^1 
a  loser  on  the  occasion.  It  also  strikes  me  particularly  hud  I 
that  a  Commander-in-Chief  is  liable  to  have  his  AccoudU  ior  I 
prcBscd  for  every  disbursement  that  the  Service  imperioudj  1 
demands  of  him.     I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bbontk 


TO  CAIMAIN  p.  E 


Sir. 

I  have  ihia  morning  received,  by  the  Amazon,  your  lett^ 
oCthe  28th  ult.,  together  with  the  lists  from  No.  1  to  18,  »* 
the  French  and  Spanish  Prisoners  of  War  received  and  ex." 
chnngcd  ;  also  copies  of  Vice- Admiral  Sir  John  Orde's  lettered 
mid  trauMlaliuns  of  General  Castano's  letters  resptcliug  the 
exchange  of  Sjianisli  Prisoners  agreeable  to  the  usual  custom, 
H6  mentioned  in  your  said  letter.  I  very  much  approve  of 
your  having  sent  the  Officers  and  Company  of  the  late  Raven 
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I,  OS  well  as  of  your  intentions  of  Bcndlng  all  English 
ing  Prisoners  to  this  Fleet,  in  the  room  of  Spanish  Pri- 
b  taken  by  the  Ships  under  my  command. 
a  perfectly  satisfied  with  your  exertions  for  the  Pnblic 
fe,  and  that  everylhinj^  iii  your  department  will  meet 
^ae  and  proper  attention,  and  that  you  will  afford  Mr. 
1  the  necessary  Transports  for  carrying  the  provisions 
tnand  for  the  Fleet.  Your  sending  the  Officers  and 
■Q  belonging  to  his  Majesty's  late  Bomb- Vessel  Acheron, 
J  the  Amazon,  meets  my  approbation  ;  and  with  respect 
e  ten  French  Prisoners  alluded  to  In  your  letter,  as  the 
i  people  have  met  with  so  ready  a  release,  I  would 
mend  their  being  immediately  released  and  sent  into 
and  as  the  Spanish  Government  has  behaved  so 
pomely  to  our  Prisoners,  I  would  also  recommend,  if  there 
ftieasooable  objection  to  the  contrary,  and  it  meets  with 
Approbation  of  Lieutenant- General  Fox,  that  they  are  all 
untnediately  released,  agreeable  to  the  usual  custom,  and 
jour  instructions  on  that  head,  and  sent  into  Spain.  This 
mutual  accommodation  to  all  parties,  I  would  desire  may  be 
adopted  on  every  future  occasion,  wbile  Spain  continues  to 
act  with  the  liberality  she  has  done;  and  another  very  humane 
nni!  strong  reason  for  this  line  of  conduct  bcin^  carried  into 
(ffcct  is,  that  there  is  no  place  for  the  accommodation  of  Pri- 
^imiTS  at  Gibraltar,  nor  is  it  safe  or  consistent  with  the  health 
of  tljat  place,  to  keep  them  on  board  the  Guerrier,  as  appears 
ffuui  the  representation  of  the  Surgeon  of  the  Naval  Hospital, 
"hicli  I  have  transmitted  to  the  Admiralty  for  their  Lord- 
^ips'  consideration.     I  am,  Sir,  &c 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


•Gentlemen, 

have  received  your  duplicate  letter  of  the  22nd  Novem- 
™*'",  acquainting  me  that  you  had  ordered  Mr.  Gayner's  bill 
**'  the  amount  of  the  expenses  paid  by  him  on  account  of 


a  the  Admiral  tf.] 

Vicloi7.  at  Sun.  lUlli  MitrcJi,  IMII 
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ihc   Company  of  his  Majesty's  late  Ship  Hindustan,  tubl 
honoured,  and  chai^d  as  an  imprcES  ngainst  me  until  rrgula] 
vouchers  were  received ;  and  also  requesting  that  some  CW"' 
tiCicate,  or  other  sufficient  attestation  (in  iicu  of  vouchoi) 
should  be  transmitted  to  you,  that  the  suras  therein  chargti' 
were  incurred  and  paid  on  his   Majesty's   Service,  for  lla 
services  therein  expressed;   and  that   fuller  inrurmatiun  bt 
transmitted  in    respect    to    the    following   articles — vii:.,  de 
names  of  the  Deserters  on  account  of  whom  eighteen  dolliii 
five  reals  were  incurred,  in  conducting  them  from  Gemna,&& 
to   La  Escala;  and  also  the  names  of  tweuty~une   DeserleD 
from  La  Escala  to  Rosas,  that  the  amount  may  be  choignl 
against  their  wages ;  also  relative  to  the  disposal  of  the  stoi* 
saved  frx)m  the  said  late  Slup:  and  likewise  from  where  tlw 
Express  was  sent  hy  Captain  Lc  Gros  to  me,  for  which  thre« 
hundred  dollars  was  paid,  and  the  manner  in  which  he  ttt- 
veiled : 

In  answer  to  which,  as  1  considered  Mr.  Gayner's  Account 
transmitted  you  in  my  letter  of  the  17th  September  lastt  b> 
be  perfectly  just,  and  extremely  moderate  in  every  panicular 
charge,  I  did  not  judge  it  either  necessary  or  consistent  to 
call  upon  an  honest  man,  who  had  paid  the  principal  partol 
the  sums  stated  in  the  said  Account,  in  the  presence  of  CaptuD 
Le  Gros,  to  produce  vouchers  for  every  trifling  dollar  be  had 
disbursed  on  the  score  of  humanity,  and  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  bis  Majesty's  Subjects;  and  although  Mr.  Gaynerdid 
not  put  his  name  immediately  at  the  bottom  of  the  said 
Account,  (which  perhaps  might  have  been  more  cotisistenl 
with  the  forms  of  your  Office,)  yet  I  considered  his  attached 
receipt  for  the  amount  of  the  said  Account,  as  fully  sufficient, 
and  all  that  was  necessary ;  and  my  transmitting  it  to  you  was 
a  most  full  approbation  thereof.  I  was  not  a  witness  on  the 
spot,  and  therefore  my  signature  to  it  did  not  appear  necessary 
or  proper.  With  respect  to  a  certificate  or  attestation,  in  lieu 
of  vouchers,  that  the  sums  charged  in  the  said  Account  were 
incurred  and  paid  on  his  Majesty's  Service,  I  shall  not  trouble 
Mr.  Gayner,  whose  conduct  was  so  friendly  and  honourable 
to  the  late  Hindostan's  people,  (as  acknowledged  by  the  Ad- 
miralty, and  for  which  he  is  to  he  presented  with  a  silver  cup. 
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!  one  liuodred  pounds,)  by   calling  upoD  him  for  an; 

voucher  ihan   has  already  been    transmitted   to  jour 

1,  as  I  consider  it  would  be  injurioua  to  his  Majesty's 

rvice,  in  the  event  of  a  similar  misfortune  hap|)ening,  and 

b  perfectly  and  most  fully  satisfied  that  his  charges  barely    ' 

rered  bis  actual  disbursements. 

luhject  of  trauBmitting  you  the  names  of  the  De- 

a  alluded  to  in  your  said  letter,  and  for  which  eighteen 

s  five  reals  are  charged,  it  is  impossible  to  comply  wilh 

r  request,  as  their  names  most  likely  were  not  known  to 

;  Gayner,  or  the  people  who  brought  them  to  him  ;  and  I 

t  here  beg  to  observe  to  you,  Gentlemen,  that  those  poor 

ferers,  more  than  probable,  were  not  Deserters,  but  looking 

Hit  them  for  some  friendly  retreat  after  their  misfortune, 

I  I  trust  the  Sea-Officers  of  your  Board,  who  are  very 

wble  of  judging  its  extent,  as  well  as  the  hardship  of  charg- 

[  any  sum  whatever  against  their  wages,  admitting  it  was 

mble  to  ascertain  their  names,  will  perfectly  agree  with  me. 

e  stores  saved  from  the  late  Hindostan,  were  not  worth 

^ther  ten  pounds,  although  great  exertions,  as  I  undor- 

',  from  Captain  Le  Gros,  were  used  by  Mr.  Gayner  for 


I  purpose; 


;  they  have  consequently  been  chained  to  the 
nerenl  Ships  which  received  them,  and  will  be  accounted  . 
by  the  Officers  into  whose  charge  they  were  delivered  in 

e  proper  and  usual  manner.  A  lisLof  theui  was  not  called 
for,  as  ihey  consisted  chiefly  of  the  ends  of  a  few  burnt  Spars 
and  other  trifling  articles,  and  were  kepi  by  the  Ships  which 
received  them  on  the  spot,  except  a  Yawl  that  was  afterwards 
supplied  to  the  Cameleon. 

With  respect  to  the  distance  and  manner  the  Express  came 
to  me  with  an  account  of  this  miHfurtune,  I  desire  to  acquaint 
you  that  Mr.  Gayner  hired  a  Vessel,  at  the  request  of  Captain 
Le  Gros,  for  which  tlie  sum  of  three  hundred  dollars  was  to 
be  given,  and  sent  her  from  Rosas  off  Toulon  in  search  of 
me ;  and  1  further  desire  to  observe  that  this  sum  was  by  no  I 
means  equal  to  the  service  required,  and  length  of  time  the  [ 
Vessel  was  in  search  of  the  Squadron. 

I  have  transmitted  to  Mr.  Secretary  Miirsden,  a  copy  of 
TOUT  said  duplicate  letter,  together  with  that  of  my  answer; 
likewise    Mr.    Gayner's    Account,   and   Captain    Le    Grt 
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agreement  for  the  hire  of  the  Vessel,  together  with  two  0 
ficates  from  that  Officer,  relative  to  the  hire  of  a  hous^  B 
fifteen  Deserters  being  taken  up  at  Gerona,  and  put  on  bi 
the  Seahorse  at  Rosas,  copies  of  which  1  also  herewith  Q 
mit  for  jour  information;  and  must  request,  if  you  judgefl 
necessary,  that  you  will   be   pleased   to  apply  to   the  I 
Commisaioners  of  the  Admiralty,  for  their  authority  to  II 
move  the  Impress  from  ray  Account.     I  am,  GeDt1eroeii,& 
Nelson  and  Bbontk.  \ 


TO  WILUAM  .MARSDEN,  ESQ.,  ADMIRALTY. 

[nri^nBl,  iu  Ibc  Adminll;.] 
Sir,  Viclnf)',  Ml  Se*.  MaMh  Idl^i 

1  herewith  transmit  you  a  copy  of  my  letter,  of  ji 
date,  to  Captain  Mouat,  Agent  for  Transports  and 
of  War  at  Gibraltar,  which  I  request  you  will  be  pi 
lay  before  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty 
information ;  and  on  the  exchange  and  release  of  Prii 
War  therein  mentioned,  I  beg  to  observe,  for  tbeir 
information,    that  every   principle  of  humanity  re 

Prisoners  being  released  immediately,  more  particul   

Gibraltar,  where  no  proper  accommodation  is  for  their  securit^.i 
and  the  keeping  them  crowded  on  board  the  Guerricr,  as  tl» 
warm  season*  sets  in,  may  be  attended  with  unpleasant  cotjee- 
quences.  I  must  also  here  observe  that  the  great  atteDtioD 
and  ready  release  which  our  Prisoners  have  met  with  from 
the  Spanish  Government,  deserve  on  our  part  a  liberal  retun^ 
and  as  much  as  possible,  consistent  with  the  rules  of  exchange^ 
to  cause  it  to  be  done  immediately.  I  therefore  hope  theif 
Lordships  will  approve  of  my  recommendations  to  Captwn 
Mouat,  and  be  pleased  to  order  his  being  furnished  with 
further  instructions  ou  this  head,  if  they  shall  judge  it  nec»* 
sary.     I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

*  Iflnl  Nelson  had  rcoBitcd  a,  lelWr  from  Mr.  Magrntli,  Surgi^on  to  tbe  Si"' 
Hoi|iiM]  U  GibTRJUr,  atiliag  (lisl  ■  niaJignuil  fever  Imd  mude  iw  tfpeff 
tmoDB  tile  PrisDacn  on  boiird  Ihs  GiiHTier,  >nd  lliat  tlie  acoommodadoD  illW 
Ship  wu  not  lofflcieni,  whkh  be  truumiitcd  to  tlic  AdaiinUij  on  th>  IW  * 


E46.] 


TO  WILLIAM  MABSDEN,  ESQ.,  ADMIRALTY. 
[Origins],  in  tbc  Adminllj-.} 


[aviDg  received  informntioD  that  upwards  of  seventeen 

I  of  the  Convoy,  under  the  proieclion  of  the  late  Arrow, 

Acheron  Bomb  Vessel,  are  at  Gibraltar,  and  it  being 

uDsafe,  from   tlie   Enemy's  numerous   Giin-Boats  and 

e-Vesseis  fitting  out  at  Algesiras,  that  they  should  be  left 

e  unprotected,  I  have,  contrary  to  my  intentions,  and  their 

Isbips'  instructions,  directed  Sir  Richard  Strachan  of  the 

nown  to  take  the  whole  of  tliem,  together  with  any  other 

(els  bound  to  the  United  Kinf^dom,  under  his  protection, 

1  convoy  them  in  safety  to  Spithead,  dropping  such  as  are 

ind  to  Plymouth,  and  the  diflercnt  Ports  in  the  Channel 

i  bis  way   up,  wtiich  I  hope  will  meet  their  Loidshipa' 

robation. 
[  also  herewith  transmit  you,  for  their  Lordships^  informa- 
a  copy  of  a  list  of  the  Convoy  under  the  protection  of  his 
h^Rsty's  late  Sloop  Arrow,  and  Acheron  Bomb- Vessel,  and 
^  to  acquaint  you,  that  those  named  in  the  mai^n°  have 
arrived  at  Malta,  and  that  the  Adventure  was  sunk,  being  in 
a  leaky  state,  to  prevent  her  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the 
Enemy,  as  mentioned  in  Lieutenant  CogganV  letter,  trans- 
mitted in  mine  of  the  2lsi  ultimo.  I  have  also  great  hopes  that 
some  of  the  said  late  Convoy  have  got  into  Algiers,  and,  conse- 
quently sent  the  Morgiana  on  the  10th  instant  to  that  place, 
for  the  purpose  of  convoying  any  that  might  be  there  to 
Malta,  in  order  to  their  proceeding  with  the  Anson  and 
Convoy  from  that  place,  which  is  appointed  to  sail  about  the 
middle  of  next  month  for  England.  Three  of  the  said  Convoy 
wereaunk  by  the  Enemy  after  the  Action  on  the  4th  February; 
and  I  am  led  to  believe  that  few,  if  any,  others  have  either 
been  destroyed,  or  fallen  into  tbeir  hands.  The  gallant 
resistance  made  by  the  late  Arrow  and  Acheron  in  Action 
with  the  Enemy,  for  their  own  defence  and  the  protection  of 

'  Aelivc,  Elixtbfih.  Trud,  Con,  Hope,  Jnpiwr. 

*  Lienienuil  Biebsnl  Coggui,  (Agcai  tot  Trvupad",)  wbaobulnid  iluu  r* 
IIM,  nid  died  ■  Unilrnuil  to  1^96  or  16'^. 
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the  Convoy  under  their  charge,  so  far  as  I  have  jet  beea 
informed,  is  highly  meritorious,  and  much  to  their  crediL 
was  unfortunate  that  the  Fisgard,  which,  with  the  Wasp,  we 
off  Cape  Pallas,  and  within  a  few  lei^ues,  perhaps  miies, 
the  Convoy  when  the  Action  took  place,  did  not  aimt  I 
with  them,  as  mentioned  in  an  extract  from  Lord 
Kerr's  letter  to  me,  dated  the  1 2th  February,  which  ii  a) 
herewith  transmitted  for  their  Lordships'  information.  I  ■ 
Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bbortk 


■n)  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ,  ADMIRALTY. 

[Oiigini],  in  Ibe  Adnuralt;,  "  March  iillii  [i.  e.  Ulith].  OffTora,  tJi.  Ml 
observed  s  FrigUe  aUncling  dqI  of  Pulniii  fiaj,  tutting  ■  Rcu-AdnunTs  B*)  <Bm 
wliicb  proicd  H.M.  Ship  AmbuscBdc.  Al  -i'M,  iLe  Amliouftdc  NiliiWd  Willi  lUMi 
gnoB.  Al  3,  returned  Ihe  salute  irilh  eleven  gaa»,  vhigh  proved  tn  ho  RtvAWn 
Lonia  trota  Engluuj.  At  4-40,  nhnrteaed  siul  uid  inchand  in  Ihe  OnlT  at  Rta 
Sqaadron  (mcliored  bore." — I'iclory'i  L-ig.] 

Victon.  io  P»lm»  Buj-,  Sardiuiri,  Sfllh  M«reh,  ISO). 

Sir, 

You  will  please  to  acquaint  the  Lords  Commissioners  i 
the  Admiralty,  that,  on  the  Fleet's  arrival  here  this  evening 
I  was  joined  by  Rear- Admiral  Louis'  in  the  Ambuscade,  sni 
that  I  have,  agreeable  to  their  Lordships'  order  of  the  lllti 
February,  taken  the  said  Rear- Admiral  and  Ambuscade  under 
my  command ;  and  that,  in  obedience  to  their  direction,  com- 
municated to  me  in  your  letter  of  the  31st  January,  I  have 
directed  Rear- Admiral  Louis  to  hoist  his  Flag  in  the  Canopui, 
which  he  will  do  to-morrow  morning,  and  Captain  Austen, 
who  came  out  with  him,  [will]  consequently  supersede  Captain 
Conn  in  the  command  of  that  Ship. 

I  take  this  opi>ortunity  to  acquaint  you  for  (heir  Lordship' 
information,  that  a  belter  or  more  zealous  Officer  than  Capiaia 
Conn  is  not  in  his  Majesty's  Service,  and  beg  to  recomiueixl 
him  to  their  Lordships'  patronage  for  immediate  employment 
I  un,  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bboir% 

'  Beu-AdminJ  Thomu  Lauia,  who  commuided  the  Hinotanr  U  Uie  BMtii 
UuNile.    VldcTol.  lii.  p.  90.    HevucTCMed  ■  Baronet  iu  .April  1800,  aplW 
In  H>;  180T. 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN.  ESQ,  ADMIRALTY. 

[Oiigiai],  in  (be  Adminllj.] 
Tiuinr?.  in  PiilmH  Bit;.  Surdioia,  -J6CI1  Morcfa,  1803. 

Sir, 

t  have  just  received  jour  letter  of  the  5ih  ultimo,  with  the 
of  the  letter  therein  mentioned  from  Mr.  Stanley,  hia 
■yesty's  Consul  at  Trieste,  to  the  Masters  of  Lloyd's  Coffee- 
louse,  which  shall  be  commiiDicatcd  to  Captain  Raynsford 
r  the  Mor^iana.  I  have  also  to  acknowledge  your  letter  of 
!  15th  ultimo,  acquainting  mc  that  their  Lordships  intend 
dering  Captain  Bennett  of  the  Tribune  to  be  tried  by  a 
liDurt- Martial,  for  his  conduct  in  returning  to  England,  and 
t  putting  himself  under  my  command  as  he  was  directed, 
leir  Lordships'  duplicate  order  of  the  12th  January,  relative 
^  the  seizing  and  destroying  all  Ships  and  Vessels  belonging 
"1  Spain,  together  with  their  Lordships'  printed  Orders  for 
tat  purpose,  and  likewise  their  printed  Orders  of  the  4th 
February,  with  his  Majesty's  Orders  in  Council  of  the  Ist  of 
lonth,  relative  to  the  importation  of  grain  into  Spain 
I  Neutral  bottoms  being  permitted,  agreeable  to  the  instruc- 
|onfi  therein  contained,  have  been  received,  and  sball  be 
lued  to  the  respective  Captains  and  Conmianders  of  the 
(eet  under  my  orders,  and  duly  attended  to,  agreeably  to 
their  Lordship's  direction.     I  am  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bhonte, 


TO  HIS  EXCELLENCY  HUGH  ELLIOT,  ESQ„  NAPLES. 
[Aiilogmiili,  in  the  Elliot  P»pe™.] 

Vicloij,  Onir  of  Piilma,  Maroh  3Tlli,  160! 

My  dear  Sir, 

Tour  letters  of  January  I9th,  by  Renown,  with  one  from  | 
the  King,  and  another  from  the  Queen,  I  received  on  March  1 
15th,  when  the  Renown  joined  nie  off  Toulon.  Your  otbera  \ 
of  the  several  dates  from  that  time  to  March  1st,  I  received  ] 
last  night  on  my  anchoring  in  this  Bay,  where  I  am  come  to 
clear  the  Transports  with  provisions.     The  Queen's  letter"  of  i 


376 


LETTEHS. 


January  29th  I  have  received,  but  the  one  of  February 
not  arrived;  but  it  wilt  come  forih  when  I  nest  ha 
pleasure  of  hearing  from  you.  The  original  tieslination  of 
the  French  Fleet,  I  am  every  day  more  and  more  oonfirmed, 
was  Egypt.  To  what  other  Country  slioulil  tliey  carry  5O00 
saddles,  &c.  &c.,  aud  flying  artillery  ?  The  CommaDiler  of 
the  Bomb,  who  was  a  prisoner  on  board  the  llurtensia  (one  of 
the  Ships  who  might,  but  did  not,  take  our  Convoy — only  sli 
.Sail  being  taken  and  destroyed)  says,  the  Frigates  hod  eadi 
300  Troops,  Swiss,  on  board.  He  could  never  learn  their 
destination.  I^Iowevcr,  tbey  are  ready  for  sea  again,  antl  1 
hope  they  will  come  forth;  for,  if  they  defer  it  one  month  from 
this  time,  they  will  not  come  forth  this  summer,  unless  tlic 
Brest  Fleet  cornea  into  the  Mediterranean.  I  shall,  therefore, 
when  I  believe  the  danger  from  the  Fleet  is  passed,  take  the 
opportunity  of  getting  a  few  months  rest,  and  return  here  before 
the  next  winter,  which  is  the  dangerous  time  for  a  run. 
Rear- Admiral  Louis,  who  was  in  the  Minotaur,  and  is  known  lo 

"  1  cipecl  lo  receive  a  Urtcr  tiom  Iho  King  lo  yoii  upon  iLi'  taiuc  i 
row  morning,  Bftor  the  Qtieen'a  relurn  from  C'luerln"  ;— 

"  J'li  reiu,  man  difue  Milord,  voire  letlre  du  moia  de  Drcembre, 
raccuicm  dii  depart  du  ValnBean  pour  yovn  ^rire.  Je  bv  pui*  vi 
mon  respceuble  el  digne  Gin^ral,  combien  le  Hoi  et  moi  nous  rrgardi 
TTsie  »1unile  in  pliu  sui  malLeura  qni  nons  aoe«b1ent,  mtre  depart  du  Comnuiide' 
ment  doU  Medilemuiee.  Voire  etBnr.TolreMIMhemeQt,  voire  bravonre,  volrt  DOS 
iuBpireal  cette  confluice  que  I'rxpirience  aJusUitei,  et  itni  De  se  rempliceta  jwDu). 
Aiasi  je  le  regnide  coiume  uu  Ttai  luallieur,  et  ine  croiroia  hien  lieareuse  ai  Mil 
pomoil  BE  cbojiger,  ou  au  muint  fire  relorde.  Jc  aula  bodviuiicqb  que  la  oriit  Mt 
bieutut  arriver,  ou  I'asaerviaseinent  de  laulv  ia  TKurope,  etie  constMC,  conwiiyt^  M 
qu'il  Ti  uailre  de  grands  evenemeui.  L'aiabitioD  et  le  boubeur  effi^nt  dn  Don* 
vmaaldECreersoiifrerv  JosepbRoi  licrciUlure  de  la  LombardiB,  nu  ponrdire  vni4> 
ritalie,  ceci  doit  ereiller  de  raseoupiBaement  [one  lea  Sonverains.  ou  coniolider  Ibut 
eselavage.  Ceat  dans  oe  moment  de  In tte  et  indeeieiou,  qne  noa  danger*  ttani  iuHta- 
nuBl  plui  granda,  I'augnienle  U  vif  desir  de  voire  pmnuience  aupr^  de  nous,  mno 
digne  el  reapcclable  General  el  vrw  ami.  Conaiderez  Bvee  TOtie  aogesee,  et  anilaDl 
a^cc  voire  ooenr,  lea  oirconiWnccs  arluelleB,  el  vnus  tronvrrei  instes  niei  soDhaini 
en  nn  mi.1,  mon  digne  et  respectable  ami,  no nlinuei  k  elrenotte  sauveur.  el  oomplel 
Hur  retenielle  et  sincere  reconnoiasanco  de  gens  qui  eenlenl  el  meriteut  d>  livie 
dans  un  autre  siecle  quo  celul  de  la  boue  aeluelle.  Le  bon  atUclie  Elliol  lans 
erpjiquera  mieux  noB  peniblea  ciFcoustaneer*.  Je  me  borufl  ft  vouh  etprimernotre 
vir  aoahoit,  que  ioub  ne  nous  quitliez  point,  el  que  vout  soj^ei  eneore  une  foil  nam 
■aorear.  Je  sais  que  lo  Bui,  muD  iiitiocenle  rimille,  el  lona  lea  gena  bieu  penaaiu 
ftiiit  lea  inemea  aoubaila.  PuiaBBnl.llB  ae  rMlter.  Cela  augmeuiera  ~ 
■Uie«,  aiee  laqnelle  je  auia.  el  serai  pnur  la  vie  voire  bien  attachee 
■■nle  amie,— Cbibiotte."— From  a  Copj  in  Uie  Elliol  P»i>ers. 
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^nr  Majesties,  is  arrived  in  tbe  room  of  Ailmlral  Campbell, 
^■bserve  what  you  are  pleased  to  tell  me  may,  if  necessary,  be 
^Bir  intentions.'  ll  is  too  delicate  a  subject  for  mo  to  enter 
^Bo.  Your  experience  as  a  Diplomatic  character  will  duly 
^Hteeciate  the  consequences  which  may  attend  leaving  your 
^Kl  If  Acton  had  not  gone,  he  might  have  stayed ;  but 
^Me  gone,  never  could  be  suffered  to  return.  May  not  that 
^Blhe  case  with  you  ?  But  I  am  sure  1  beg  your  pardon  for  in- 
^ftding  an  opinion  on  a  subject  which  you  can  so  much  [mure] 
Hnr  determine  than  I  can  pretend  to.  I  write  a  line  to  their 
^Kgesties  to  tell  them  that,  from  October,  when  I  got  my  por- 
^■bBion  to  go  home  for  a  few  months'  rc«t,  I  had,  in  conse- 
^bence  of  my  belief  of  the  French  Fleet  intending  to  put  to 
^bf  and  afterwards  their  having  come  to  sea,  and  my  belief 

^H  In  ■  letter  written  oij  Ihc  iM  ot  Mnrcb,  Mr.  Elliot  iufonned  Lord  NtUoD  (1ml, 
Vb  tbt  Uib  arFebruBry,  in  Aide  de  Ciunp  ot  General  St,  Cjr  airiied  bom  the 
Trmcti  Anuy.demuidiiig,  uilliia  three  ds]rB,&eMeBorieiiliaBwer  to  caruin  domutda, 
out  of  wUicb  w»a,  tbu  the  Brillah  HiDiUer,  Mr.  Elliot,  Bliauld  be  obliged  Id  qalt 
Ni|iln;  anil  tlireulenJDgliasiUitieBittiiejwert  retOsed.  IaanollierIeltgr,iIaodBled 
on  Uie  lat  iifMarcli,  Mr.  Elliut  wrote  to  Lord  Nelaoii:  "  lu  my  preceding  letter  1  h*<e 
■cqaunted  jron  ititl)  Uie  nttnro  of  the  deioAnd,  nrliOive  to  me,  (Iready  miide  to  Uiia 
Court  b;  General  St.  Cyr.  which  bw  been  withdrawn  for  some  lime,  but  «Meh  is 
likelj  lo  be  lOan  nuswed.  Hitd  the  Freneh  General  insitWd  upon  thv  diBmisuon  of  Ihe 
wLnle  of  the  British  Miisjon,  ait  well  ts  upon  m;  romoial  l^om  Naples,  thig  would 
ha>e  amounted  10  an  aktolule  aet  of  hoetility  on  the  part  ot  this  Gavemmeat  againat 
Great  Biitua,  and  1  conid  bate  taken  no  other  step,  Ibaa  to  haTs  protested  officiiilly 
agaiiul  any  meamrea  whieh  hii  Sieilian  Mqesly  might  have  adopted,  in  order  to 
obUg«  tne  to  quit  this  Court,  without  receiving  orders  from  my  own  Sovereign.  Bul 
aa  I  understand  that  the  extent  of  General  St.  Cyr's  demund  at  praaent  is,  that  I 
penonall)'  sbould  absent  myaclf  from  Naples,  wiilioui  olherwiae  breaking  up  (Iw 
Mioion,  it  will  remun  to  be  detemuned  bj  future  considerations,  whether  I  may 
think  it  more  eligible  for  the  good  of  Ilia  Briliuinie  Miyestj's  Service,  uut  for  Uie 
benrfil  of  tbe  King  ofNaplra  to  remain  here,  or  to  withdraw  to  some  othei  situation 
— u  if  in  consequence  of  a  leave  of  absenee  recciveit  Stom  my  own  Court,  naming 
a  Charge  d'Affiures  to  act  here  as  is  nauol  in  such  eases.  Tbe  great  ubjeet  hilberitt 
rcuommendrd  lo  mj  attention  has  been,  to  tempnriie  as  moch  aa  possible,  in  order 
to  gain  time  for  the  arrival  of  tbe  foreign  auiiliariea,  Russian  aud  English,  which 
hate  been  so  long  promised  to  cD>operale  in  the  deTeuce  of  bis  Sicilian  Idlest}'* 
DoDiinJona.  Should,  therefore,  their  Sicilian  Mqcsties  seoretly  acquaint  me,  that 
tbcy  are  Jesiroaa  of  ray  dcpailn™  from  hence,  at  if  upon  leave  ot  absence,  upon  tbe 
condition  of  tlie  French  consenting  to  remain  within  Ibeir  present  limits,  I  may, 
perhaps,  in  that  cose  apply  lo  Capiain  Solhcron  for  ■  passage  in  the  Excellent,  for 
mjraelf  and  m;  fajnilj,  lo  Sicily,  or  to  any  other  destination  which  I  may  think  mora 
~~  ^Original,  in  the  F.Qiol  Papers,     It  may  be  here  remarked  that  Mr, 

in  to  baie  obtained  back  Ibi  whole  ot  hia  letters  to  Lord  Nelson,  U    i 
w  among  the  Elliot  Papers. 
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that  thej  may  this  spring  put  to  sea  again,  deferred  ray  de- 
parture through  all  the  winter  months,  I  can  solemnly  declare 
that  nothing  but  my  most  particular  gratitude  to  [heir 
Sicilian  Majesties,  with  a  due  sense  of  what  I  owe  to  my  own 
ebaracter,  could  have  induced  me  lo  remain  iu  the  Mediter- 
ranean after  my  leave  arrived ;  and  I  believe  the  French 
Fleet  will  not  move  until  my  return  in  the  Autumn,  should 
my  health  permit  I  leave,  my  dear  Sir,  the  finest  Fleet  in 
the  world,  with  every  Officer  and  man  attached  to  me :  there- 
fore, you  may  easily  believe  that  nothing  but  absolute  necvmly 
could  induce  me  to  go  home  for  one  instanL  Sir  Ricbatd 
Bickerton  will  take  a  most  active  interest  in  the  safety  of  their 
Majesties  and  their  Kingdoms ;  and  I  feel  confident  thai 
I  may  very  essentially  serve  the  good  Cause  by  my  personal 
communications  in  England.  Wherever  I  am,  be  assured,  my 
dear  Sir,  that  I  shall  always  feel  your  truly  kind  attentions  for 
me.  Your  son  is  very  well.  He  has  received  three  hundred 
dollars  Prize-money,  and  has  as  much  more  to  receive,  which 
I  have  be^ed  Captain  Parker  lo  take  from  him.  I  am  ever, 
my  dear  Sir,  with  the  sincerest  regard  and  esteem,  jour 
Excellency's  most  obliged  and  faithful  Servant, 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 
P.S. — The  Jalouse  is  arrived,  and  brought  me  duplicates 
of  your  letters  and  the  letter  of  the  Queen. 


Sir, 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ.,  ADMIRALTr. 

[Origintl,  in  the  Adminlt<i.] 
Vicloty,  in  Paiinii  Bnj,  Sinliiiiik,  aTth  Mu 
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1  have  received  their  Lordships'  order  dated  the  Ist  ultimti, 
directing  me,  from  the  reasons  therein  mentioned,  to  send  to 
England,  under  a  proper  Convoy,  all  such  Spanish  Vessels 
and  cargoes  as  may  have  been  detained  by  the  Fleet  under 
my  command,  prior  to  the  11th  day  of  January,  1805,  (the 
date  of  the  King's  Proclamation  for  grantiug  reprisals  against 
Spain)  and  which  may  be  at  Gibraltar,  with  the  exception  of 
such  parts  of  the  cargoes  as  it  may  be  necessary,  from  their 
perishable  state,  to  dispose  of  at  that  place,  and  for  the  sale  of 
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which  to  appoint  aa  Agent  who  will  be  responsible  to  account 
for  the  proceeds  of  the  same  to  tlie  proper  Officer  of  the  Court 
of  AiJniiralty  in  England : 

In  answer  to  tvliich,  jou  will  please  to  acquaint  the  Lords 
Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  that,  in  obedience  to  their 
order,  I  have  appointed  an  Agent  at  Malta,  and  one  at  Gib- 
raltar, both  Agent-Victuallers;  and  aa  such,  consequently, 
men  of  known  integrity  and  public  worth,  and  I  must  add  of 
very  high  estimation  in  their  private  characters,  to  be  respon- 
aible  to  account  for  the  proceeds  of  such  Ships  and  cargoes  to 
the  projier  Oificer  of  the  Court  of  Admiralty  in  England. 
But  from  knowing  the  impossibility  of  manning  the  several 
detiuned  Vessels,  particularly  those  sent  into  Malta,  as  well  as 
the  danger  and  risk  of  sending  them  to  England,  many  of 
them  being  in  a  bad  state,  I  have  judged  it  fur  the  interest  of 
the  Crown  and  Captors  to  order  all  the  Spanish  Vessels  and 
their  cargoes,  detained  prior  lo  the  11th  day  of  January  last, 
to  be  disposed  of  at  public  sale  at  Malta  and  Gibraltar,  taking 
it  for  granted  that  the  Vice-Admirally  Courts  al  those  places 
will  have  received  the  necessary  instructions  to  proceed 
against  them ;  and  herewith  transmit  you  for  their  Lordships' 
information,  a  copy  of  the  authority  I  have  given  to  Mr. 
Patrick  Wilkie  at  Malta,  and  Mr.  James  Cutforth  at  Gibraltar, 
which  I  hope  will  meet  their  Lordships'  approbation. 

I  cannot  here  omit  mentioning  that  tu  man  the  several 
^detained  Shijis,  upwards  of  three  hundred  Seamen  would  be 
fcquired;  and  that  under  the  many  accidents  which  they  would 
naturally  be  liable  to  during  a  long  and  tedious  passage  from 
Malta,  I  do  not  feel  it  would  be  right,  or  consistent  with  the 
interest  of  those  concerned,  to  order  them  to  England,  and 
therefore  hope,  from  the  reasons  be  fore- mentioned,  that  their 
Lordships  will  agree  with  me  in  opinion.     I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bkonte. 
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TO  PATRICK  WILKIE,  ESQ..  AGENT  VICTliALLEB.  MALTi. 
HEREBY  APPOINTED  SOLE  AND  ENTIRE  AGENT  FOR  AU 
THE  SPANISH  SHIPS  AND  VFASELS.  WITH  THFJR  CARGOES, 
ETC„  SENT  INTO  MALTA  AS  AFORESAID,  PRIOR  TO  THE  llTH 
DAY  OF  JANUARY.  1805. 

[Fiom  It  Copy  in  Uie  Ailiuimlij,] 


Whereas  the  Lords  CommisBioners  of  the  Admiralty  have 
directed  tne  by  their  order,  bearing  date  of  the  Ut  February, 
1805,  to  send  to  England  all  Spanish  Ships  and  Vessels  with 
their  cargoes,  that  have  been  detained  at  sea  by  bis  MajestyV 
Fleet  under  my  command  prior  to  the  11th  day  of  Januaiy 
1805,  (the  date  of  the  King's  Pruelamation  for  grantirif; 
reprisals  against  Spain,)  in  order  to  prevent  abuses,  and 
to  insure  the  said  Ships  and  cai^oes  being  disposed  of  to 
their  full  value,  (except  such  part  of  the  cargoes  as  may, 
from  their  perishable  state,  be  necessary  to  dispose  of  « 
Malta,)  and  having,  at  the  same  lime,  authorized  me  to  appoint 
an  Agent,  who  will  be  held  responsible  to  account  for  the 
proceeds  of  the  same  to  the  proper  Officer  of  the  Court  of 
Admiralty  in  England :  And  whereas  I  think  proper,  from  the 
high  and  honourable  character  I  have  received  of  you,  as  well 
as  from  the  public  confidence  which  Government  reposes  in  you 
as  Agent  Victualler,  to  appoint  you  to  be  the  sole  and  entire 
Agent  for  all  the  Spanish  Ships  and  Vessels  detained  and  sent 
into  Malta  by  the  Fleet  under  my  command,  prior  to  the  llth 
day  of  January  1805,  as  before  mentioned; 

I  do,  by  virtue  of  the  power  and  authority  to  mo  granted, 
hereby  nominate  and  appoint  you  sole  and  entire  Agent,  on 
behalf  of  the  Crown  and  Captors,  fur  all  the  Spanish  Ships  and 
Vessels  detained  and  sent  into  Malta  by  the  Fleet  under 
my  command,  prior  to  the  said  llth  day  of  January  1805; 
and  do  hereby  require  and  authorize  you  (from  judging  the 
impracticability  of  sending  the  said  Ships  and  Vessels  with 
their  cargoes  to  England,  as  directed  by  their  Jjordships,  as 
aforesaid,)  to  enter  upon,  and  immediately  dispose  of  at  public 
sale,  the  said  Spanish  Ships  and  Vessels  with  their  cargoes, 
detained  as  aforesaid,  prior  to  the  llth  day  of  January  1805, 
and  sent  into  Malta;  and  to  transmit  a  regular  account  of 
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their  salea  and  amount,  respectiTciy,  to  the  proper  Officer  of 
the  Court  of  Admiralty  in  England,  lo  wboin  tou  are  to  hold 
TO urself  accountable  for  ibe  whole,  and  erery  panicular  uaia- 
actton  and  aniouDt  of  the  said  VesseEs,  and  tbeir  cargoes;  and 
^ou  will  also,  in  like  manner,  transmit  to  me  copies  of  the 
accounts  of  sale,  and  the  amounts  thereof  accordingiT;  and, 
for  so  cloing,  this  shall  be  vour  full  and  sufficient  authoritr. 
Nel£ox  axd  Bboxte. 
N.B.^An  order  of  the  above  tenor  and  date  ecat  to  Mr. 
Cutfbrth,  Agent- Victualler,  Gibraltar. 
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TO  CAPTAIX  BRABAZON.' 

[FnUD  CUrfce  urd  M'Artboi.  loL  S.  p.  853.] 

[AppunUlj  tnvdi  Uw  cod  of  Uuch,  l»at.] 


Mthough  upwarda  of  thirt;  years  have  passed  away  since 
we  met,  yet  I  can  never  forget  your  great  kindness;  and 
believe  me,  nothing  could  give  me  greater  pleasure,  than  an 
opportunity  of  being  useful  to  any  friend  of  youre.  The  loss 
of  that  very  fine  Sloop  the  Raven,  has  consequently  sent  all 
the  Officers  to  England  ;  and  although  it  would  not,  probably, 
have  been  in  my  power  to  promote  your  nephew  at  present, 
yet  you  may  rely  that  I  shall  bear  him  in  my  mind,  and  a 
future  occasion  may  offer.  I  hope  some  day,  not  very  far 
distant,  that  I  shall  enjoy  the  pleasure  of  having  you  under 
my  riK)f  at  Mcrton,  where  you  shall  have  a  most  hearty  wel- 
come from,  my  dear  Brabaaon,  your  very  old  and  much  obliged 
friend,  Nelson  and  Bronte. 


I 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ..  ADMIRALTY. 
(Original,  in  liie  Admindlj.] 
Victorr,  ID  I'ulDiB  Bay.  Sudiuis.  QDlb  Mur 


I  herewith  transmit  you,  for  the  information  of  the  Lords 
Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  the  sentence  of  a  Court- 


■  Ciqitua  Lunhpn  Bmhuon  :  tiR  H 
roanded  tbe  Donel  Vuht  u  Dublin;  « 
the  Senior  Pool  C«pUun  in  April  1811. 
uM  been  ideuiiBed. 


k9  I'asucl  ID  lifi;  Tor  nomc  ymr  pom- 
H  pused  oTer  in  Flig  proraoiiooB,  tnd  di«d 
His  oepluiw  menlioaed  In  tliia  Isllcr  bM 
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Martial,'  held  ycstenlay  on  boiird  bis  Majesty's  Ship  Roj»l 
Sovereign,  on  Captain  Farquliar,  liie  Officers,  and  Compuj 
of  his  Majesty's  late  Bomb  -Vessel  Acheron,  for  ibc  loss  of  tbe 
same  in  Action  with  the  Enemy  on  ihc  4th  February  last, 
which  leaves  little  for  me  to  say  on  the  gallant  conduct  of 
Captain  Farquhar,  the  Officers,  and  Company  of  the  said  Uu 
Vessel  in  Action  with  an  Enemy  of  such  superior  force,  » 
well  as  for  the  most  able  defence  made  for  the  security  and 
escape  of  the  Convoy  under  their  protection,  which  certainly 
was  effected  by  their  judicious  arrangements  previous  to  tbe 
Action;  and  the  most  gallant  defence  made  by  the  Arrow  and 
Acheron  in  the  unequal  contest,  which,  from  every  infumu- 
tion  that  I  have  received,  reBects  equal  honour  on  Captain 
Vincent,  his  Officers,  and  Company,  and  very  justly  entitlei 
those  (Commanders  to  their  Lordships'  patronage.  I  un, 
Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Brohtk 


TO  SIR  ALEXANDER  JOHN  BALL,  BART.,  MALTA. 

[Autogrepli,  ill  Ibv  poBtivBHion  of  Sir  WiUiun  Keiih  BiJI.  But.] 

Vicloiy,  Mirrb  '20lfa,  181U. 

My  dear  Bait. 
Many,  many  thanks  for  all  your  truly  kind  letters,  which  I 
received  on  my  anchoring  at  Palma.     X  shall  read  with  atten- 
tion your  paper  upon  Egypt;  but  till  I  dispatch  off  my  letters 

■  Tiic  Court  conBidvtfd  ■'  timl  llir  c ohiIhcI  of  C»|Hiiin  Farqnhur  on  l».tli  Jbji  wm 
Iiiglilr  merilorious  and  dncrviiig  iniitniion,  and  tlinl  be  wm  brnvc])-  xippvrud  b( 
(lie  OScera  uid  Ship's  CompiDf  on  ibe  occuioD,  uid  dulh  moM  tiomiariihl;  ac^oil 
CiqilBiti  farqubar,  tlie  OSicera  Mid  Corapui]'  of  His  M^eat/a  Uio  Bamb-VnNl 
Acheron  of  all  blame;  and  llifj  are  herebTmoil  hnnoarablj  acqaitli-d  BCcardingtj.' 
On  ivluruingCagiuiD  Farqubu-  hinenord,  the  Preaidenl,  SirRiubiird  Bic^noa,)dt, 
"  I  hope  you  vill  loan  be  called  npon  to  lerve  in  a  Ship  that  will  euable  fou  l> 
meet  L'Hortenw  upon  more  equul  tenns.  The  resnlt  of  the  eontesl  maj  pnm 
more  tncralite  to  jon,  hut  il  nannQt  he  more  bonourable." — Marthaltt  NartI 
JJiugraplig,  vol.  11.  p.  1)31.  Capuin  Vmiivnt.  of  the  Arrow,  wm  tried  at  PotUdwhiIi 
on  Ihe  17th  orJnne,  and  moM  hononrahlv  ncqiiitted,  hja  HenUnri^  no  less  nalogialit 
aiid  Balleriug:.  Both  these  gallanl  Offleen  were  immediately  mule  TiHit  CafOuBn- 
Of  Captain  Vincvnt.  who  twcame  n  Com[^amou  of  the  Bath  and  died  iu  August  IKII, ' 
llMie  ia  a  Memoir  in  the  ffaral  Ckronide,  vol.  ivii,  Csptniii  Farqahar  diet.  ( 
Rfinr-Admini]  nf  the  Wliite,  a  Knight  Commander  of  the  Bath,  and  u  Kuigbt  Com- 
maiider  of  the  Guetphs,  In  October  l8iS. 


fur  Englaad,  for  which  the  Retkown  b  nitiag;  at  Gibnltsr,  I 
have  not  a  moment  to  myself^  I  am  glad  jou  approved  of  my 
royage  to  £gypt,  and  that  maj  be  their  future  (lestinalion.  I 
•hall  remaiti  here  a  very  few  weeks  looger,  when,  if  the  French 
do  not  put  to  sea,  I  think  it  very  probable  they  will  lay  up  for 
the  summer,  unless  the  Brest,  or  Ferrol,  and  Cadix  Fleet 
Aould  come  into  the  Mediterranean.  I  am  folly  aware  that 
more  Sloops  of  War  are  wanted  for  the  service  of  Malta  and 
the  Convoys  to  the  Eastward,  than  I  have  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean ;  but  none  are  sent  me,  and  my  force  decreases  every 
day.  Gibraltar  is  in  absolute  distress;  they  have  not  force 
sufficient  to  convoy  over  tbcir  Bullock- Vessels.  Fox  haa 
called  upon  Sir  John  Onle,  who  tells  him  he  must  refer  to 
Die,  which  he  has  done,  and  I  have  been  forced  to  answer 
him,  that  1  regretted  tJie  Officer  at  the  Straits'  Muuth  was 
not  junior  to  mc,  when  I  should  order  him  to  take  care 
of  Gibraltar.  Bui  tins  cannot  go  on.  I  have,  on  January  7th, 
wrote  home  of  what  would  happen ;  and  I  dare  say,  Ordc  has  a 
trimmer  before  this  time.*     He  will  nut  be  suffered  t 


-Glory,  0 


l,ard  NeliDD  Buch  lUguliaFiiclian,  he  afaould  hsti  bem  no  leu  itisplrued  witb 
KiUon'i  prot»ding5  lowuili  bim.  The  replj  la  ihc  following  Icltir  trom  Sir  Julin 
Ordii  tn  llie  Tint  Lord  of  tlie  AilnunJiT,  wu  an  immediile  compliuice  with  hia 
nqoMi;  aud  be  was  denind.  dd  iLe  aniTiU  ot  the  01017  it  Spiiheid,  la  sirike  bit 
tmg  ud  eomt  on  ihore.  He  WM  atirt  again  empluyed,  and  died  u  Adinirvl  of 
tlic  Bol  iu  Febmirj  IH'U.     Sir  Jubn  Onle.  nbo  tttt  ibuB  iwice  {vide  vol.  lii.  33) 

KboHiuon  witb  l^rd  NcIboo,  iru  one  of  the  EUpporterB  of  the  poll  il  bis  Ainerd. 
"  Sly  T^rd. 
"Siaee  ariting  ilie  iccompaiiyiug  Iciur,  I  liave  receiiBd  dlipaichni  nuw  um 
Board  u  lale  as  tfae  30lb  Febmarj' ;  but  no  nrdtn  aboiil  Uie  ajieoie  oD  board  ibe 
Sbi|»  ot  War.  nor  any  word  that  can  Mlinl^  my  doubU  nspecliog  Ihe  i>ropriei]r  of 
mj  coDdui^l  in  ordering  the  blockade  of  Cadiz. 

"  By  these  diapalebes,  t  am  made  aviiuaialed  wilb  the  Admirilly  lining  aalhoriud 
Lord  Nelson  lo  appoint  an  Agent  for  tbe  dispauJ  of  certain  puts  of  Tbc  property 
detained  (y  my  Squadnm ;  and  saw  at  Gibraltar  an  RrrangenieDl  I  should  have 
ibougbl  niwlf  entitled  to  eomplun  of,  bnd  I  been  junior  ta  Ms  Lonlxbip.  I  am 
■Iso  informed  of  its  being  tbeir  l.ord»bips'  upiuion  ibal  it  Is  an  easeulial  put  of 
tbe  duly  of  lbs  SquiulroD  under  my  command  lo  protect  Ibe  Trade  of  England  to 
Gibraliar.  This  eipectalion.  I  must  confcui,  I  vas  not  prepared  to  bate  aatiiOed, 
inn  only  booanse  nf  m 


inadroa  for  tbi»  duty,  i 
f  •■  Soioe  other  Officei 


my  L.ini.  t 


snj  others  it 
laiblj  feel  those 


I  called  u 


Ig  tluii  I  do ;  and,  posaeesiug  greater  abilities,  may  be  able  to  perfbmi  all  that 


much  longer;  lie  will  ^o  to  the  Cbaonel:  he  will  be  ihel 
AdmintI  that  England  ever  had,  and  I  one  of  the 
Bravo!    I  can  only  touch  upon  different  lopics;  for  it' 
take  hours  and  houis  to  tell  by  mouth  all  I  should  Itke^ 
Mr.  Elliot  seems  alarmed  at  Naples,  and,  I  fear,  will 
post.    However,  I  have  ventured  to  touch  upon  the  itni 
and  probable  consequences  of  such  a  measure;  but  I  hi 
it  with  delicacy,'  and  with  all  the  deference  and  respect ■; 
his  rank;  but  he  is  got  frightened.     The  loaa  of  the ' 
has  been  great,  both  as  to  Vessel  and  dispatches, 
have  an  opportunity  of  hearing  and  writing   to   you 
more  before  my  departure  ;  therefore,  1  shall  only  assure  ym 
that  I  am  ever,  my  dear  Ball,  your  most  faithful  and  attached 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


friend, 


TO  WILLIAM  MAJISDEN,  ESQ,  ADmRALTV. 

[Orij^nu],  »n  iiie  Aibaindtj.] 
Viclun',  ill  the  Gulf  ui  Palms,  Snrdiuiik  nOlh  March,  ISOS. 

Sir, 
A  report  having  reached  me  of  its  having  been  stated  to 
their  Lordships,  that  the  Ships  under  my  command  have  been 
frequently  out  of  the  Mediterranean,  since  the  arrival  of  Vice- 
Admiral  Sir  John  Orde  off  Cadiz,  1  beg  to  assure  their  Lord- 
ships, upon  my  word  of  honour,  that  no  Ship  or  Vessel  under 
ray  command  was  sent  out  of  the  Mediterranean,  after  I  re- 
ceived official  notice  from  him  on  the  15th  December  last, 
except   the   Amazon,   which   was   sent  to  Lisbon   with  my 

seems  ciptcted  bv  the  AdmirnJly  IVoni  oie  with  llip  small  Torce  iiilraslFd  to  aj 

t!i»n  1  Imie  done  in  the  elocution  of  ui  arduoua  diilj,  which,  I  no  6007,  notirjlb- 
BtindinB,  to  saj,  I  onw  J^l  mjaetf  uneijual  lo  perform  with  titisractjuii  (o  mj  (tt~ 
plojers,  and  lo  my  oitn  fccllngii  extremely  hurt  bj  recent  IreBlDieni. 

"Ma;  I,  then,  request  of  ynni  l^ordahip  permission  10  retire  from  a  altitMlaii  I  n» 
lo  four  gaodneas,  and  wbicb  to  hold  any  longer,  would  prove  me  iiDVonliy  Ih* 
proleclion  I  hare  recvived.  In  reii^ing  mj  oommnnd  into  abler  hendB,  paaauuiit 
tlie  conHiieuce  of  the  Admiralci,  I  aball  have  the  Bati«faction  to  Ifrlierc  I  WD  plO' 
motiugliiB  U^esly'a  Service,  at  Itie  same  time  that  J  am  diachiu^iug  ■  duly  I  on 
to  my  Country,  and  to  my  own  character.  1  remaia,  mj  Lord,  witli  the  stnu^ 
MUH  of  ahlif^on,  of  considemtiun,  and  ealeem.  your  Lordship's  most  faiihru]  aui 
obedient  servanl. — J.  Obdk." 

'  Vide  p.  377,  ante. 
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.      :Le8.     A  copy  of  my  order'  to  Captain  Parker  for  tbt 
^*^rf., nuance  of  this  service,  is  herewith  transmitted  for  theirl 
-OrvJ.;]Hj>5* information.     Not  having  received  intimation  front* 
^'i V  quuiicr  whatever,  of  Sir  John  Orde's  being  placed  in  the 
"'^'iiin^ind  of  ft  Squadron  off  Cadiz,  the  instant  our  Minister 
K*^f  I  Madrid,  I  reinforced  the  Squadron  then  under  Sir  Richard 
s  much  as  the  force  under  my  command  would 
M  the    operations  of  the   Enemy   in   that  quarter 
S  much  as  possihle,  be  checked  and  frustrated.     I  am, ' 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  COMMISSIONER  OTWAY,  GIBRALTAR. 


[AQtogrqih,  in  Ihv  pa^ii 


I  of  Rp«r-Admir»I  iDglefleld.  C.B.] 


Victory,  Much  30lh.  1805. 
My  dear  Commissioner, 
1 1  received,  on  the  26lh,  all  your  kind  communications  from 
alta,  for  which  I  sincerely  thank  you,  and  I  am  very  sorry 

t  Captain  should  have  so  far  forgot  himself,  as  to 

mte  you  such  an  improper  letter ;  but  these  young  gentle- 
a  sometimes  think  they  have  no  superiors,  and  that  their 
indstcs  are  to  be  a  law.  I  shall  write  him  a  public  letter 
>on  the  subject,  and  you  will  receive  a  public  letter'  also 
"om  me  u]>un  it. 
I  hope  you  have  had  a  safe  and  quick  passage  to  Gibraltar. 
I  hope  long  before  this  that  the  Admiralty  have  attended  to 
my  representations  about  giving  Gibraltar  that  force,  which  is 
absolutely  necessary  to  insure  its  supply  of  fresh  provisions ; 
and  as  I  have  not  the  pleasure  of  being  known  to  General 
Fox,  I  wish  you  would  toll  of  the  absolute  want  of  Small 
Craft  at  Malta,  and  that  I  have  them  not  under  my  command, 
or  Gibraltar  should  not  have  been  neglected  by  me.  If  Sir 
John  Orde  was  junior  to  me,  I  should  instruct  him  as  I  have 
done  formerly  Sir  Richard  Strachan  and  Captain  Gore.' 

I  have  certainly  had  a  long  trip  after  the  Trench  Fleet,  and 
now  we  have  a  report  that  their  Troops  embarked  on  Thurs- 

»  Vide  p.  ans,  mlf. 

*  The  teUen  ■llnded  la  biive  not  been  round.  ■  Vids  ui 
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day,  March  21st.     God  send  it  may  be  true ;  but  if  ibejda 
not  come  forth  very  soon,  I  sliall  give  up  the  hopes  of  ni 
ing  theni,  and   then  proceed  to    Englaiid.     I  sincerely  bi 
that  Gibrahur  will  csoipc  the  dreadful  scourge  of  li 
mid  I  bo|ic  General  Fox  has  burnt  dowu  all  the  EmaU  li 
at  the  back  of  the  Town ;  and  perhajis  if  half  the  Town  w 
witii  them,  it  would  be  belter  for  the  Rock,     With  ewjM 
good  wish,  I  am  ever,  my  dear  Coamussioncr,  your  muckl 
obliged 

Nelson  and  Bbonte. 


TO  CAFTAIN  KEATS,  H.M.  SHIP  SUPERB. 
[Antognph,  in  the  poisessiou  or  liit  ReVBreiid  Ridhand  Keals,] 

Violorj.  Mireli  SOth,  ISM. 
Most  Private. 
My  dear  Keats, 
I  felt  most  exceedingly  last  night,  at  finding  your  friend 
Admiral  Murray  so  exceedingly  hurt  at  some  conversatiini 
which  had  passed  between  you  and  him,  about  hammocks.  I 
can  most  solemnly  assure  you,  that  so  far  from  Admiral  Mur- 
ray withholding  any  stores  from  the  Superb,  that  he  would 
stretch  the  point  to  comply  with  your  wishes,  well  knowing 
that  in  our  scanty  supplies  you  would  take  no  more  than  wai 
absolutely  necessary  for  present  use.  The  Superb,  upon  every 
consideration,  whether  I  consider  the  value  of  her  Captain  as 
an  Officer,  or  the  importance  of  presening  her  Ship's  com- 
pany, ought  to  have  every  comfort  which  the  Service  will 
possibly  allow.  I  have,  therefore,  desired  that  Admiral  Mur- 
ray will  get  from  you  an  account  of  the  number  of  hammocls 
wanted  to  complete  the  Superb  for  Channel  Service,  that  I 
may  send  to  Naples  to  purchase  them ;  and  I  again  assure 
you  that  Admiral  Murray  would  stretch  any  length  which 
you  could  desire,  to  meet  your  wants  and  wishes.  The  situa- 
tion of  first  Captain  is  certainly  a  very  unthankful  Office,  for 
if  there  is  a  deficiency  of  stores,  he  must  displease,  probabty, 
the  whole  Fleet ;  for  no  Ship  can  have  her  demands  complied 
with.  I  wish,  ray  dear  Keats,  you  would  turn  this  in  your 
mind,  and  relieve  Admiral  Murray  from  the  uneasiness  your 
conversation  has  given  hiin ;  for  I  will  venture  to  say,  ihM  if 


d  (or  ought  to)  show  a  partialily,  it  would  be  to  thsl 

I,  because  her  Captain  husbands  the  stores  in  a  most  | 

You  will  readily  conceive  what  I  must  I 

I  upon  this  occasion,  being  most  trulv  your  most  obliged  J 

i  &ithful  fiiend, 

Nglbon  and  Bbohte. 

to  william  mah3den,  esq.,  admiralty. 

[Originul,  in  Om  A<linimlty.] 
Victory,  in  Piilm«  Bbt,  Snrdinift,  nilih  Much,  1905. 

1  have  received  your  letter  of  the  3 1  at  January,  (together 
b  a  copy  of  the  instructions  therein  mentioned,)  acquaint- 
e  that  their  Lordships  had  directed  Major  Jcunes  Weir, 
!  Royal  Marines,  to  proceed  to  Malta,  with  the  parly 
1  in  the  margin  of  the  said  letter,  for  the  purpose  of  i 
listing  Recruits  towards  completing  the  Detachments  oa  ' 
d  the  Ships  under  my  command,  and  to  send  the  overplus 
iDy)  to  England  ;  and  signifying  their  Lordships'  direction 
ne  to  give  such  orders,  as  I  may  judge  necessary  from 
3  time,  to  carry  their  said  instructions  into  effect.  In 
rer  to  which,  you  will  please  to  acquaint  the  Lords  Com- 
s  of  the  Admiralty,  that  I  shall  pay  due  obedience  to  * 
ijicir  instructions  communicated  to  me  in  your  said  letter,  and 
that  I  have  directed  Captain  Adair,  of  the  Royal  Marines, 
belonging  to  the  Victory,  whom  I  had  snme  time  ago  ap- 
pointed Inspecting  Officer  for  the  raising  Recruits  for  the 
Marine  Service,  to  discontinue  doing  so ;  but  from  the  reasons 
stated  in  his  letter  herewith  enclosed,  I  have  permitted  him 
to  receive,  from  the  different  parts  of  the  Mediterranean,  such 
Recruits  as  hia  agents  may  have  raised  by  his  authority,  and 
must  beg  you  will  be  pleased  to  call  their  Lordships'  attention 
to  the  very  just  statcmeut  he  has  made,  in  order  that  he  may 
not  only  be  entitled  to  the  usual  allowance  made  to  Recruit- 
ing Officers  in  England,  but  also  such  remuneration  for  the 
loss  he  is  likely  lo  sustain  by  his  prudent  precaution,  in 
providing  such  clothing  for  the  new  raised  Recruits  as  they 
were  likely  to  be  in  want  of,  immediately  they  were  found  fit 
for  the  Service,  and  attested.    The  several  incidental  expenses 
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meotioned  io  Captain  Adair's  said  letier  caoDot  escape 
Lordships'  notice;  and  I  must,  in  justice  to  this  most  e 
lent  Officer,  acquaint  ;^'ou,  tor  their  Lordships'  informatiDiv 
that  his  zeal  for  the  Public  Service  has  been  very  great,  and  bii 
exertions  indefatigable,  the  number  of  Recruits  he  has  raised, 
amounting  to  one  hundred  and  eightj-four,  as  mentioned  ia 
the  lists  herewith  transmitted,  have  been  all  stout,  prime  nx 
and  my  considering  bis  Appointment  as  permanent,  tias 
doubt  led  him  to  the  most  lively  exertion,  and  recommendcii 
the  provision  he  has  made  for  their  future  clothing,  as 
sary.     I  therefore  feel  his  case  particularly  hard,  and  iruit 
their  Lordships  will  take  it  into  consideration,  and  order  him 
Buch  remuneration  and  recompence  as  they  shall  deem  hi 
entitled  to.     I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

Nei^jn  and  Bronte. 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN.  ESQ,  ADMIRALTY". 
£AulogTD.pb,  in  the  jiueaeiiEinu  oT  Mrs.  Leake.] 

Victotjr,  H.»b  30th,  19l». 

My  dear  Sir, 

I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  Mr.  M ,  who 

a  well-informed  gentleman ;  but  I  do  not  think  ^he  situation 
you  have  placed  him  in  can  be  either  lucrative  or  plcasanC 
The  arrival  of  Admiral  Ix)uis  will  enable  me  to  get  a  little 
rest,  which  I  shall  take  as  soon  as  I  am  satisfied  in  my  own 
mind  that  the  French  will  not  put  to  sea.  On  March  25th, 
they  either  entirely  disembarked  their  Troops,  or  re-embarked 
them :  I  sincerely  hope  the  Iati«r,  and,  if  so,  I  think  a  few 
days  will  settle  all  my  business  in  the  Mediterranean.  I  am 
truly  sensible  of  all  your  kind  attentions ;  and  believe  me, 
with  the  highest  respect,  your  most  obliged, 

Nei-son  and  Brontb. 

I  beg  my  respectful  compliments  to  Lord  and  Lady  Spencer 
when  you  see  them. 


ro  DOCTOR  3EWEL1,'  JUDGE  OF  THE  VICE-ADMIRALTY  COURT 
AT  MALTA. 

[From  CUrko  ti<i  M'AtlUur,  to!,  ii.  p.  JOO.] 

[About  3Chh  March,  IB03.] 

I  bad  hopes  to  have  sent  the  French  Fleet  for  condemna- 
tion ;  and  although  my  hopes  dimiDish,  yet  it  is  possible  it 
may  arrive  before  April  is  over,  after  which  Bome  other  Ad- 
miral must  have  that  great  felicity.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  THE  COMMISSIONERS  OF  THE  TRANSPORT  BOARD. 

[Originil,  in  the  RocorO  Office,  Towar.] 

Victory,  in  Fsliaa  Bbj,  SaidiniK,  UOtli  March,  IBUO, 

Gentlemen, 

1  have  to  acknowledge  your  letter  of  the  29th  January, 
with  the  List  of  Transports,  therein  mentioned,  in  the  Medi- 
terranean, and  under  orders  for  Gibraltar,  and  requesting 
tbai  those  upon  the  highest  terma  of  hire,  also  such  others  as 
may  not  be  wanted,  are  sent  home,  in  order  to  their  being 
discharged  from  the  Service,  In  answer,  I  have  to  assure  you 
that  the  Agents  for  Transports  at  Malta  and  Gibraltar  have 
the  most  positive  instructions  from  me,  to  send  the  Transports 
upon  the  highest  terms  of  hire,  and  also  such  others  as  are 
not  wanted  for  the  service  of  Malta,  and  the  Fleet  under  my 
command,  by  every  opportunity  of  Convoy  that  offers;  and  I 
have  reason  lo  beUeve  that  my  orders  are  moat  strictly  attended 
to. 

The  Transports  sent  to  Odessa  by  Sir  Alexander  Ball  for 
corn  for  the  Inhabitants  of  Malta,  I  cannot  take  upon  me  to 
account  for,  as,  of  course,  he  will  have  satisfied  Government 
with  the  propriety  of  this  measure.  The  misfortune  that 
happened  to  the  Convoy  under  the  late  Arrow  and  Acheron 
baa,  no  doubt,  detained  the  Transports  intended  fur  England 
under  their  protection  ;  but  they  will  soon  arrive  under  the 
ion  and  Convoy  from  Malta.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bsonte. 

'  AlUrnariiB  Sir  John  Sewdl.  KjugUed  in  Mij  1815. 
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TO  ALEXANDER  DAVISON,  ESQ. 

[Autograph,  in  the  possession  of  Colonel  Davison.] 

Victory,  March  30th,  1805. 

My  dear  Davison, 
Your  kind  letters  of  January  28th,  February  llth,  andl 
13th,  I  received  by  the  Ambuscade,  and  I  shall  by  this  occi*^ 
sion  do  little  more  then  thank  you  for  them;  for  unless d» I 
Devil  himself  stands  at  the  door,  you  will,  perhaps,  nearly 
soon  as  this  letter,  see  me  in  England.  I  have  had  a  Tet; 
hard  fag.  I  shall  not  talk  of  Sir  John  Orde,  who  must  be  the 
richest  Admiral  that  ever  England  saw.  He  will  torment  ibt 
Admiralty  enough.  *  How  should  he  know  how  to  behave:  h 
never  was  at  Sea  f^  I  only  hope  that  I  shall  not  be  kept  longer 
in  Quarantine  than  is  necessary.  At  this  moment,  we  have 
not  a  sick  man  in  the  Fleet — I  mean,  beyond  accidents.  You 
will  remember  me  kindly  to  Nepean,  and  I  shall  hope  to  see 
you  in  St.  James's  Square,  and  do  not  get  into  Parliament  I 
am  ever,  my  dear  Davison,  yours  most  &ithfully. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  VICE-ADMIRAL  BUGH. 

[From  Marshall's  *'  Naval  Biography,"  Supplement,  part  i.  p.  431.  "  March  31st 
[t.  e.  30th].  P.M.  At  6*15,  weighed  and  made  sail  to  the  Southward.  Squadron 
weighed  as  convenient  April  Ist  [t.  e.  March  31st,  p.m.]  Squally.  At  5'30. 
anchored  in  Pula  Roads.      Squadron  anchored  here  as  convenient." — Victory't 

Victory,  March  31st,  ISa*). 

Many  thanks  for  your  constant  and  kind  attention  in  sending 
me  Newspapers.  Your  son  is  certainly  upon  the  Admiralty 
list,  but  so  far  down,  that  nothing  less  than  the  French  and 
Spanish  Fleets  being  captured,  can  give  him  a  reasonable 
chance ;  however,  it  is  good  to  be  upon  that  list    I  can  assure 

•  Lord  Nelson  here  alluded  to  an  old  anecdote,  which,  though  well  known  to 
professional  readers,  may  not  be  so  to  others.  A  sailor,  seeing  a  young  Prince  of 
the  Blood  Boyal  on  the  quarter-deck  with  his  hat  on,  while  the  Admiral,  CaptiiOi 
and  other  Officers  were  uncovered,  expressed  his  astonishment  to  a  shipmate,  who 
le^ed,  «  Why,  how  should  he  know  manners,  seeing  as  how  he's  never  been  to 
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J  that  your  son  is  an  excellent  young  man.  You  must 
Hve  my  short  letter,  and  only  believe  that  I  am  ever,  my 
r  Admiral,  your  most  faithful  Bervant, 

Nelson  and  Brostk. 


TO  EAUL  CAMDEN,  K.G. 

[Origtaal,  in  the  Coloaiftl  OIBee.] 

Viclorj.  Api!  lit,  1603. 

I  My  Lord, 

I  have  been  honoured  with  your  letter  of  December  3rd, 
copy  of  one  from  your  Lordship  to  General  Vii- 
I  had  very  long  ago  wrote  to  the  General,  that  those 
D  Troops  were  intended,  unless  called  for,  for  other  urgent 
,  for  the  service  of  Sicily,  and  that  either  Mr.  Elliot 
e  Governor  of  Messina,  or  when  bis  own  judgment  pointed 
Aut  the  necessity  of  sending,  not  upon  any  account  to  wait 
for  any  notice  from  me ;  and  the  Commander  of  H.  M.  Ships 
slntioned  there,  bas  orders  to  give  all  the  assistance  in  hia 
power  for  getting  them  quickly  to  Messina. 

I  have  a  letter  from  Algiers  of  March  16th,  from  Mr. 
Cartwright,  who  slates  that  the  Regency  seem  very  happy  at 
our  reconciliation,  and  that  there  is  every  probability  of  onr 
remaining  good  friends.  I  am  so  near  going  to  England  to 
try  and  recruit  myself,  that  I  shall  not  at  this  moment  intrude 
upon  your  Lordship  any  opinion  of  mine,  relative  to  the 
Countries  whose  present  situation  and  Government  are  not 
secure  from  one  day  to  another.  I  have  wrote  to  Sir  John 
Acton  to  warn  him  of  the  state  of  Sicily  from  French  intrigues. 
France  will  have  both  Sardinia  and  Sicily  very  soon,  if  we  do 
□ot  prevent  it,  and  Egypt  besides.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bhonte. 


TO  ADMIRAL  LORD  RADSTOCK. 

[Autii((ni|A,  in  lUc  iHHBfEHioii  •>t  Rcu-- Admiral  Lord  Bodslock,  C.B.] 

VicLory,  April  lat,  1603. 
My  dear  Lord, 

[any  thanks  for  your  truly  kind  letter  of  February  14th, 
icb  1  passed  in  a  heavy  gale  of  wind  between  the  Morea  i 
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and  Candia.  I  owe  much  of  my  fame  on  that  day'  toyoBl 
truly  honourable  mind ;  but  for  you  it  would  hardly  hn* 
[been]  kuown  that  I  was  present 

As  my  station  was  to  be  lopped  to  give  Sir  John  Orde  t  ^ 
fortune,  and  to  keep  me  poor,  for  that  was  sure  to  be  ^ 
natural  consequence  of  any  Admiral  being  placed  oul^idf 
Afeditcrrauean,  I  wish  it  had  fallen  to  you,  fur  you  hid  M 
least  done  as  much  service  as  Sir  John  Orde,  or  any  otber 
man  in  the  Service,  Report  says  that  Sir  John  Orde  will  be 
the  richest  Admiral  thai  England  ever  saw.  It  cannot  be 
pleasing  to  me  to  have  every  person  tell  me  this ;  but  myswil 
soars  above  thb  consideration,  although  I  cannot  help  thinking 
that  I  could  have  made  as  good  a  use  of  a  lat^c  fortune  as  Sir 
John  Orde,  or  any  other  Admiral.  1  should  like  tu  ha?e 
tried.  When  opportunity  offers,  and  a  good  Frigate  ofier^ 
your  son  shall  be  put  inio  a  Frigate,  and  I  am  sure  Sir  Richaid 
Bickertun  will  do  whatever  you  wish  him.  I  am  very 
my  departure ;  the  moment  I  make  up  my  mind  the  French 
Fleet  will  not  come  out  this  summer,  I  embark  in  tlie  Supeib, 
My  health  does  not  improve ;  but,  because  I  am  not  confiQed 
to  my  bed,  people  will  not  believe  my  slate  of  health.  Your 
son  is  very  well  and  as  good  as  ever,  and  I  am  always,  my  dear 
Lord,  your  most  grateful  and  obliged  friend. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  EARL  CAMDEN,  K.G. 

[OrigiiiBl,  inihfl  ColoDiBl  Office.     •■  April  3td.    A.u.    At  SJiO.  weighedondmiito 
Mil,  u  did  the  Squadron." — Ttelon/'i  Lny.'i 

Vkloiy,  Aprn  3rd,  1806. 
My  lord, 
I  send  you  a  letter  from   Mr,   Magnon,   our   Consul  at 
Cagliari,  by  which  you  will  form  some  further  judgment  of 
the  state  of  the  Island  of  Sardinia,  whose  fate  is  drawing  tut 
to  a  close.     I  have,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bi 

*  Tbe  BaUle  of  the  lltli  orFefaruu;,  1797. 


[  To  CAPTAIN  SIR  BICUARD  STRACHAX.  BART,  H.  M.  SHIP 
DOXEGAL. 


ipgnpbin  ibe  piMBenioiii>(B.Wu»D,Eaq.  "Apdllih.  i.n. 
f  BUp  br  AetioD.  Pfatabe  njoiDrd  viib  inwUignH  tbu  the  FRtiefa  FInt 
It  to  teL  (At  10-23,  madr  iht  agntl  to  Preptn  for  Built —Sigmai  Log.) 
niBgh  Ihr  Tlert  ■  Spuiith  Cutcl.  £aia  putal  u  Noon.  Sqiulnm  in 
ToroboreE.  >  K.disluicc  Aleagan.  r.ii.  2,  Aciiie  Rjoiiud.  ^ActiT* 
!>■  paned.     0,  Phtebe  pulrd.'— nctcyf  Jxiy.] 

Private.  \ieiofj,  April  art,  1WI5. 

Mj  dear  Sir  Richard, 

1  know  it  was  my  wish  to  have  sent  you  home  with  the  1 
mpbttrite,  without  being  tacked  to  a  Convoy,  and  indeed 
t  wishes  of  the  Admiralty,  that  the  Line  of  Battle  Ships 
puld  go  home  by  themselves ;  but  as  1  have  received  ac-  \ 
nnt3  that  Geventeen  Sail  of  the  Arrow's  Convoy  are  at 
uiraltar,  I  have  been  obliged  to  order  you  lo  protect  them, 
"  still  hope  that  you  will  fall  in  with  a  Galleon ;  and  that 
1  may,  is  the  sincere  wish,  my  dear  Sir  Richard,  of  your 
>8t  faithful  friend. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  THOMAS,  H.M.  BOMB  .STNA. 

[AntogTiipI],  in  the  posac! 


irAiimi™!  Thon 


»■] 


Vielgrj,  April  4lh.  1803. 

Sir, 
(The  French  Fleet  is  at  sea,'  steering  to  the  Southward.   ; 
reed  off  Cagliari,  Rre  guns,  and  call  out  the  Seaborsci  and 
s  Captain  Boyle  to  join  me.     I  am  now  standing  to  the   j 

•  N^wIeon'B  "  plan  was  resolved  upun  emrlj  in  Marih,  mid  tlie  ordon  ■ 
ingij  ginn.  la  Ibie  plnn.  us  in  Ihul  of  Surinuu,  tbe  Engliih  were  to  be  doeoyol  J 
lowsnla  India  snd  Lbe  West  lodiea,  wliilher  iLe  Sqnadron  of  Adminl  Mlatl 
wliich  bad  sailed  on  the  lltb  o[  Januu;,  alrcadj  called  Ibeir  Btlonlion,  ani 
Ftencb  were  Iben  suddenly  to  retani  to  lbe  aeu  at  Europe,  with  ui  MiFtntila^  at  M 
force  snperiar  to  any  Sqaadron  lbe  En^ish  could  muiter.  ll  was  in  lome  trgna  T 
lbe  same  project  aa  ibol  at  tbe  previous  Ueeember.  bol  incre*«e<l  ami  cuiupletad  bf  I 
the  juiiGtioa  of  tba  furces  of  Spain.  Admiral  Vitlenenve  was  lo  lall  wllb  til 
AtTourable  wind,  pa»n  tbe  Sttail,  call  at  Cadii  for  Adoiirnl  Ornrins,  wilh  nix  o\ 
Spaniih  Sbipa  of  tbe  Line,  besides  tlie  Eagle,  then  proeeod  10  Martinique,  i 
MUsietefwereitill  there,  join  biro,  and  wait  for  a  fatlher  jusellon  man  oonaldirabli  j 
than  an  the  olben.    This  jnuetion  was  Ihal  of  Ganteaume,     He,  pnifllltig  b  U 
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Westward,  as  I  do  noi  tliink  ihe  French  will  make  T( 
can  tell  him  no  more,  as  my  movemeots  must  be  very 
certain;  but,  I  believe,  the  French,  if  thcv  do  not  makeToiM 
will  make  GaUta.     I  am,  Sir,  yours  faithfully, 

Nrlsom  Ain>  Bbonte. 

fliM  eqainocUtl  pde  which  ihnuld  dinperae  the  English,  wits  la  aiiil  tnno  BmK! 
twenly-Doe  Ships,  the  beat  of  ihi«  nnenal,  sleer  for  Ferrol.  he  jnined  bj^  llir  Fm 
diiision  in  Port  there,  ind  the  Spanish  diiision  vliieh  would  be  nmdj  lo  mQ.1 
then  steer  for  Mar^iqne,  where  VilleneuTe  would  be  awaiting  bim.    Afta  dk 
gvueral  anemblage,  which  preseiited  but  few  real  difficullin.  then  wusld  tt  > 
Martinique  (welTe  Sail  noder  Villeneave.  aii  or  Beren  nnder  Giaiina,  f 
HisnieasT,  and  twentr-one  under  Ganteaume,  besides  (he  Fnuico-Spani^ 
of  Ferrol,  that  is  to  Bay,  about  Hftf  to  silt;  Sail — an  enonnons  force,  dv  M- 
centratjon  of  which  hatl  never  been  witnessed  at  anj  time,  or  on  any  ftea.   The  |l«i 
was  now  BO  complete,  so  well-calculUed,  thai  il  neceasuily  produced 
of  Napoleon  a  rapture  of  hope.    Even  the  Minieter  Deer^  confessed  thu  it  fo- 
senled  the  greutest  chances  of  socoess.    It  was  always  possible  to  ran  ont  ufTnoM 
with  the  {Mittral}   nortli-wesl  wind,  as   the   Ule  sortie  of  Viileii 
The  junotion  with  Gra™ia  at  Cadii:,  sbonld  Nelson  be  oatwiiied.  was  easy,  for  ik 
English  had  not  yet  Ihoaghl  it  neeessu?  to  blockade  that  Port.     The  Took* 
Squadron,  thns  increased  to  serenteen  or  eigb(«n  Sail,  was  allnosi  denain  10  n 
Hartiuique.     Missiceij  had  touched  there  without  meeting  nnitliing  duiisi 
toyage,  eioept  some  Herohaalmen,  which  he  captured.    The  most  diffienll  pi 
was  lo  get  out  of  Urest  Ruad.    Bui  iu  March  there  was  erery  reason  to  eipeciv 
equinoctial  gale.    Guileaiiiae,  an  artiting  befutE  Ferrol.  which  was  only  UockiM 
by  fiTCorsii  EugUsb  Ships  of  the  Line,  would,  on  presenting  himself  with  toenly- 
une,  put  all  idea  of  Hghting  oat  of  their  minds,  and.  witbout  striking  a  blow, 
ceed  in  adding  to  his  force  the  French  diviflion  commanded  by  Admiral  Gonr 
and  those  Spanish  Vessels  which  were  ready,  and  then  proceed  to  Mailiidqiw. 
It  could  not  be  suspected  by  the  English  that  there  was  any  design  of  aaseafahni. 
at  a  single  point  like  Martinique,  (Wim  fifty  to  sixty  Sail  of  the  Line 
probable  thai  their  ideas  would  Inm  Imiards  India.     At  all  cTcnls.  Ganieamaf. 
Gonrdon.  VUlenenie,  Oravina,  and  Missiessy.  hB>ing  once  efiected  a  junotiati,  M 
English  Squadron  that  they  might  meet,  and  numbering  at  most  onlij  Horn  twehelo 
Sheen  Sail,  woubl  venture  to  oppose  fifty,  and  the  return  into  the  Ciiaiuid  m 
consequently  secured.     All  our  forces,  then,  were  lo  be  Bssembled  together  betseeo 
the  shores  of  Eugland  and  France,  at  the  moment  when  the  Fleets  of  En^nd 
would  be  suting  towards  the  East,  America,  or  in  India.     Eveuls  speedily  prund 
that  this  grand  plan  was  praolicnbte  even  with  an  inferior  eieciition. 

"  Every  precaution  was  taken  lo  preserve  the  most  profound  secrecy.  TIw  |lin 
was  not  confided  to  the  Spaniitrds,  who  hud  eogaged  to  fallow  with  doeifitj  lU 
directions  of  tiapoleon.  Villencuve  end  Ganteaome  alone,  of  the  Admirals,  w«rt  !■ 
be  eutmslcd  nilh  the  secret,  and  llicy  were  not  to  have  it  on  sailing,  but  wbea 
fiilrly  at  sea,  and  without  opportunity  of  commanicotiDg  with  laud.  Then  tbdl 
Bealod  orders,  which  they  were  ouly  (o  open  on  reaching  a  certain  latitude,  woaU 
iiiamct  them  what  course  lo  steer.  None  of  the  Captains  of  these  Ships  Mat 
let  into  the  secret  of  the  eipediiion  ;  but  they  hod  certun  Diced  points  at  which  M 
rgoiu  each  other  in  cose  of  separation.  None  of  the  Ministers  were  oequaiDUd 
with  the  plan  except  Admiral  Decries,    He  was  eipreEsly  inslrtiGtcid  to  oonttftBi 
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TO  CAPTAIN  DURBAN,  jr.  M.  SHIP  AMBUSCADE. 
[From  Claikp  ui<l  M'Anliur,  voj.  ii,  p.  Jf>l.] 

■ilh  A|irU.  ISOfi. 

>cccd  to  Galita,  communicate  with  the  fishermen,  and  1 
J  and  find  out  if  they  have  seen  the  French  Fleet.     I  shall  ^ 
l-to  all  night,  and  drift  for  Galita,  and  I  shall  try  to  keep 
Iiin  Sardinia  and  Galita  till  you  join.     If  I  am  led  away  by 
prmation,  I  shall  endeavour  to  send  a  letter  to  Polma,  St. 
I,  or  Cagliari.     1  am,  &e. 

Nelson  and  Bronte, 


TO  WrLLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ,  ADMIBAi.TV. 
[Originid,  iu  (be  Adminllj.] 

Vicloiy,  al  Sea,  4th  April,  1803. 

Sh-, 

In  consequence  of  His  Majesty's  Sloop  Childers  not  having 
i  the  Fleet,  and  being  desirous  that  the   Renown  and 
mvoy  from  Gibraltar  should  not  be  detained  a  moment, 
e  given  a  Commisson  to  Captain  Corbet  of  the  Bittern, 

P"be  Captain  of  the  Amphitrite  in  the  room  of  Sir  William 

Bolton,  and  appointed  the  Purser  of  the  Bittern  also  to  that 
Frigate  ;  I  have  likewise  given  a  Commission  [to  Lieutenant] 
Louis,  who  I  had  appointed  to  supersede  Sir  William  Bolton 
in  the  Childers,  to  be  Commander  of  the  Bittern,  and  ap- 
pointed Mr.  George  Voller  Ougbton'  {who  was  intended  to 

iliiEctIr  wilL  NEpoleon,  and  lo  wriu  hia  dinpalcbes  widi  his  owD  lutnil.  The  re- 
pori  at  an  Fipfdilioa  U>  India  was  circuialed  in  all  Ihs  Forts.  It  waa  [iretead«d 
IliU  greU  nuinbcre  of  TroopB  were  cmbatked;  in  realilj,  tlieTouloD  Squtulrouwaa 
(Largpd  to  lake  scarcclj  ttirea  Uionsand  DiKn.  and  Ilie  Brest  Sijniulron  ail  or  aeTen 
ihouaaud.  The  Adininds  were  inatnicicd  lo  latid  lialf  thai  force  in  tbe  Wttt  Ipdin, 
to  reinforce  the  gutiBonE  tb«re,  and  lo  bring  back  four  or  five  tbouumd  of  tbo  bast 
soLdien,  to  add  to  the  torce  of  Bonlogne. 

"  By  UTanging  mUten  tba^,  tbe  Flc^tii  woald  not  be  gnally  enoumbcreii,  hut 
bre  and  comfortable.  Tbey  wi-re  all  viclnalted  for  aii  motjibs,  so  tbat  Ihcy  might 
remain  al  sfb  a  long  time  without  putciug  into  Pun.  Courien  were  desiwMbnl 
Id  Fcmtl  ami  Cadiz,  beatiag  orden  to  have  everytlUng  iirepaied  for  wirigbiug, 
bei^auie,  at  auf  mooieat,  the  blockade  might  be  nused  by  an  allied  Fleil.  wilboul 
aaying  wbich  or  hov." — Ibid,  p.  ISO. 

■  Now  a  Enigbt  of  tlia  Portnguese  Order  of  the  Toirer  and  Sword  ;  be  naa 
a  Panel  nnlil  December  IS07, 
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supersede  the  Purser  of  the  Cliilders)  to  be  Pureer  o 
tern ;  and  herewith  transmit  you  copies  of  the  e^d  two  C 
inissiona  and  Warrants,  which  I  request  you  will  be  go  gi 
lay  before  the  Lords  Coin  missioned  of  the  Admiralty  ft 
their  information,  and  move  dieir  Lordships  to  confirm  4 
respective  appointments.  I  am  extremely  concerned  liullhll 
Childers  has  not  joined,  but  trust  their  Lordships  will  appraft  I 
of  the  arrangements  I  have  made  in  consequence,  and  ot  I 
the  motives  for  not  detmning  the  Renown  and  their  publk  1 
dispatches.  I  am.  Sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  sennil,.. 
Nelson  and  Btu 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ..  ADMIRALTY. 


Sir, 


Sea.  aih  Ipril,  1M». 


The  French  Fleet  put  to  sea  in  the  night  of  Saturday, 
March  30th,  and  on  Sunday  morning  the  3Ist,  at  eight  o'clo<^ 
they  were  seen  by  the  Active  and  Phofbe,  with  a  light  breete 
at  N.E.,  steering  S.S.W.,  with  all  sail  set ;  their  force  is  sup- 
posed by  the  Frigates  to  be  eleven  Sail  of  the  Line,  seven 
Frigates,  and  two  Brigs.  At  eight  o'clock  in  the  eveniif 
Captain  Moubray  detached  the  Phoebe,  (Cape  Sicie  then 
bearing  N.  b  K,,  true  bearings,  twenty  leagues)  to  join  me, 
which  she  did  off  Toro  yesterday  morning  April  the  4ih,  and 
the  Active  joined  at  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  Captain 
Moubray,  the  night  of  the  31st  ultimo,  having  kept  his  wind, 
with  fresh  breezes  from  the  W.N.W,,  lost  sight  of  the  Enemy ; 
and  therefore  thinks  they  either  bore  away  to  the  Eastward, 
or  steered  S.S.W,,  as  tliey  were  going,  when  first  seen.  From 
the  morning  of  April  Ist,  the  winds  have  been  very  variable  and 
mostly  Southerly  and  Easterly,  till  the  night  of  the  3rd,  when 
it  set  in  fresh  at  N.W,  I  have  placed  Frigates  on  the  Coast 
of  Barbary,  and  off  Toro,  and  am  laying  half-way  between 
Gahta  and  Sardinia ;  for,  I  am  sure,  if  they  are  bound  this 
route  that  they  could  not  pass  before  this  day.  The  Minister 
of  the  Marine  is  said  to  command  them,  and  I  have  □otbing 
to  wish  for  but  to  meet  them  :   the  Fleet  I  have  the  honour 
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r  18  everything  which  I  could  wish  in  respect  t 
iDd   discipline,  and  their  Lordships  may   rely   thotV 
J  shall   be  left  undone  to  get  at  them  by,  Sir,  your'l 
DSt  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Nklson  and  Bbonte. 


TO  VISCOUNT  MELVILLE. 


n  Clu-ke  uid  H-A 


1.  [i.  p.  401.] 


ath  April,  180a,  Hidffkf  batvwn 
thf  CouL  of  BarbnrT  uid  Sardiuia. 

My  dear  Lord, 

I  Although  I  feel  so  far  comfortable  that  the  French  Fleet  is  I 
■  Bea,  yet  I  must  have  a  natural,  and  I  hope  a  laudable  anxie^  I 
fT  mind,  until  I  have  the  happiness  of  seeing  them.  However, 
■  covered  the  Channel   from   Barbary  to  Toro,  with  ] 
ptcs  and  the  Fleet.     The  French  could  not  pass  before  to- 
,  if  this  be  their  route.     I  must  leave  as  little  as  poBsible 
,  and  I  shall  make  sure  they  are  to  the  Eastward  of 
^  before  I  risk  either  Sardinia,  Sicily,  or  Naples ;  for  they 
V  delay  their  time  of  coming  even  this  distance,  from  aa 
>ectation  that  I  shall  push  for  Egypt,  and  thus  leave  them 
1  act  against  Sardinia,  Sicily,  or  Naples.     I  have 

everything  into  my  most  serious  consideralion ;  and  ] 

although  I  may  err  in  my  judgment,  yet  your  Lordship  may 
rely,  that  I  will  do  what  I  think  is  best  for  the  honour  of  my 
King  and  Country,  and  for  the  protection  of  his  Majesty's 
Allies.     I  will  not  say  more.     I  am,  &c. 

Nblbon  and  Bronte. 


TO  EARL  CAMDEN,  K.G. 

[thigiual,  in  the  Colaniiil  Office.  "April  Btli.  a.u.  A  Turkish  Con 
into  ihf  Squndron  and  saluted  irith  fifteen  ^ne,  wliicb  we  relurned  with  an  eqoat  J 
nnniber.  Amazon  rEJoincd  with  tbree  TmiipDna.  Billeni,  Phiebe,  uid  HoniheroA  1 
joined.    F.K.    Maucherou  parted,—  Fictori/'t  Log^^ 

7101017,  Ap"!  *'*>,  1 

My  Lord, 
Was  the  letter  from  the  Grand  Vizir  only  flattering  to  me, 
I  should,  perhaps,  not  send  it ;  but  it  conveys  such  Beotimenif  . 
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of  gratitude  to  our  Sovereign,  that  I  fcel  I  ought  not  tol 
hold  il.  I  therefore  inclose  the  translation  sent  froml! 
stantiooplp,  which  I  hope  your  Lordship  will  sppro?e. 
have,  &C. 

NEI.60N  AND  BhOI 


TO  THE  GRAN'D  VIZIR. 

[Fruu  Cluke  lud  M'Artliur,  vol.  ii.  i>.  401.  After  issuring  the  Gmod  Vhirdt 
his  inviDlBlile  atUchmenl  to  llie  SubUmcr  I'one.  anil  la  lii»  Imtwris]  Majcslti  irf' 
thai  in  haiing  rpcjQdy  [lursHrd  llie  Common  Encmj  lo  iliB  Marea  and  E|jjl, 
b*UeiTng  IhU  to  hnYf  been  tlieir  desiiuaiiou,  lis  liul  unl*  abend  tlie  orders  of  bi 
Soverei^,  he  added  -."^ 

tvoi  April,  isoa. 
No  particular  merit  is,  I  feel,  due  to  an  Officer  for  the  per- 
formance of  liis  dutj.  I  think  it  ia  very  possihie  that  theii 
destination  maj  be  either  to  the  Morea  or  Egypt.  I  have 
placed  his  Majesty's  Fleet  in  the  narrow  part  between  Sardinia 
and  the  Coast  of  Africa,  therefore  il  is  scarcely  possible  for 
them  to  pass  without  my  seeing  them,  or  receiving  accounts 

from  the  Frigates I  have  only  to  hope  that  God 

Almighty  will  deliver  ihcm  into  my  hands,  and  give  his  hlen- 

ing  to  my  endeavours  to  serve  the  Public  cause.     I  am,  &&.j 

Nelsox  and  BaoMBP^' 


TO  COMMISSIONER  OTWAV,  GIBRALTAR. 

iIOBraph.  in  tile  possession  of  Rev-AdmiraJ  IngleSeld,  C^.] 


Sir, 

The  French  Fleet  sailed  from  Toulon  on  Monday  [Sunday]    , 
morning,  March  the  31st,  at  eight  o'clock.     When  firet  seen,   ; 
Cape  Sicie,  bearing  North  by  East  ten  leagues,  the  wind  at 
North   East,  light  breezes.     They  were  steering   with  their 
steering-sails  set,  S.S.W.     At  snnset,  when  Phwbe  left  them, 
their  heads  wore  to  the  South  West,  Cape  Sicie  N.  b  E,,  true, 
twenty  leagues.     In  the  evening,  the  wind  came  fresh  from   ' 
the  W.N.W.     The  Active  stood  upon  a  wind  to  the  S.W.  bU   I 

'  Suumeul  o(  the  inn  Flevi»,  na  seal  bf  Lord  Nelson  lo  Mr.  StriUliin.  Minui 
at  C'onaluitinople.  French  Floet:  Elecen  Sail  of  the  Line,  tieviD  FrigUM,  l< 
Brig*.    Engliah  FU«t:  Eleten  S»il  DrilioLine,  fbui  Fiigues,  iwo  ConBttw, 
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ftO  BIR  ALEXANDER  JOHN  BALL,  BART,  MALTA. 
in  tlie  paBBession  of  Sir  Wllliun  Keiili  Bull,  Dart.] 


it,  and  at  dayliglit  ou  Monday  morning  did  not  see  lliem. 
iday  and  Tuesday,  was  with  the  Frigates,  light  breezes 
therly  and  Easterly.  On  Thursday  morning,  Phoebe  joined 
off  Toro,  with  fresh  breezes  N.W.  At  3  p.m  ,  the  Active 
ed.  On  Friday,  it  was  fresh  breezes  Northerly — to-day, 
1.  I  have  two  Frigates  on  the  Barbary  Coast ;  have  sent 
off  the  Straits  of  Bonifaccio,  on  the  East  side  of  Sardinia; 
am  myself^  till  to-morrow,  stationary,  between  Sardinia  and 
iu,  when  I  shall  stand  to  cover  Naples  and  Sicily.  Yon 
,iiiy  dear  Sir,  readily  conceive  my  anxiety  at  this  moment; 

ter  am  your  most  obliged  and  faithful  servant. 
Nelson  and  Bbonte. 
ID 
Vitlorj,  April  UtL,  [805. 
My  dear  Ball, 

lS  Admiral  Murray  tells  me  that  one  of  our  Transports 
be  clear  lo-night,  I  shall  let  her  take  her  chance  of  getting 
ly  to  Malta.  The  Cartel  from  Barcelona  woidd  have 
rmed  you  of  the  French  Fleets  being  at  sea,  and  that 
ibray  lost  sight  of  them  on  Sunday  night.  I  shall  repeat 
r  position  from  the  accounts  of  Capel  and  Moubray  on 
other  side.  I  am,  in  truth,  half  dead ;  but  what  man  can 
0  Jind  them  out,  shall  he  done  ;  but  I  must  not  make  more 
c  than  good  speed,  and  leave  Sardinia,  Sicily,  or  Naples 
■hem  to  take,  should  1  go  either  to  the  Eastward  or  Wcst- 
i,  without  knowing  something  more  about  them.  Ambus- 
;  has  been  sent  to  Galita  ;  Active,  to  the  Coast  of  Africa  ; 
,  hist  night,  I  sent  Moucheron  to  cruize  between  Galita 
the  shore,  and  to  go  to  Tunis  for  information ;  Seahorse 
^tna  are  off  Toro ;  Hydra  is  gone  along  the  East  side 
Corsica,  to  find  out  if  they  passed  through  the  Straits 
Sonifaccio;  Ambuscade  is  now  in  sight,  but  not  having 
signal  flying,  of  course  has  seen  nothing ;  Amazon  will 
o  Naples  the  moment  Active  joins,  which  I  eiiJeet  will  be 
ight  or  to-morrow  moniiog ;  and  if  I  still  get  no  informa- 
,  Phoebe  will  go  off  St.  Sebastians,  to  speak  my  lookout 

J  there,  and  try  to  find  out  where  they  arc ;   [?]  to 

nine  Toulon.     I  shall  take  a  position  off  UsticBL,  ready  to 
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cumiDunicate  with  ifac  Vessels  which  will  join  me;  andbjthif 
position,  to  be  ready  to  push  for  Naples,  should  they  be  gmc 
there,  or  to  protect  Sicily.  I  am  very  uneasy  and  unwell; 
therefore,  I  cannot  write  more.  God  bless  you,  my  deir 
Ball,  and  believe  me  ever,  most  faithfully,  your  obliged  IHeiid, 
Nelson  and  Bbomtb. 

The  French  Fleet  put  to  sea  from  Toulon  on  Sunday  mtmh 
ing,  the  31st  of  March.  At  ten  o'clock,  they  were  sran  it; 
Cape  Sicie,  bearing  N.  b  E.  ten  leagues,  the  wind  at  N.E, 
and  they  steering  with  their  larboard  steering-sails  set  S,S.W. 
Light  breezes.  At  noon,  the  wind  came  to  the  N.N.W,,  ud 
they  hauled  to  the  Westward,  as  wishing  not  to  let  oM 
Frigates  near  them.  At  sunset.  Cape  Sicie  bore  N.  b  E.,  tmc, 
twenty  leagues.  Il  came  to  blow  fresh  at  W.N.W.  Phtriie 
steered  for  Toro.  Next  day,  Tuesday,  and  Wednesday,  she 
had  liitle  winds  Southerly  and  Easterly,  and  rain  till  Wednes- 
day night,  when  it  blew  fresh  at  N.  W.  On  Thureday  monun^ 
she  joined  me  off  Toro.  At  3  p.m.,  the  Active  joined,  hsvii^ 
kept  his  wind  to  the  S.W.  all  Sunday  night,  and  seen  nothing 
of  the  Enemy.  Captain  Mundy  thinks  they  must  have  bore 
away  to  the  Southward  or  Eastward. 

5  P.M. — The  Ambuscade  is  not  in  sight,  which  rather  sur- 
prises me,  as  we  arc  only  five  leagues  from  Galito.  Can  the 
French  have  chased  her  to  the  Eastward? 


TO  ALEXANDER  DAVISON,  ESQ.  ^H 

[Aulognph,  in  the  pOBSeaaioa  of  Colonel  Davison.]  ^^| 

Vklory,  April  Oth.  ISW- 

My  dear  Davison, 
I  have  desired  Captain  Conn'  to  call  upon  yoiL     He  will 
tell  you  of  all  my  present  anxiety.     I  can  neither  eat,  diinbi 
or  sleep.     It  cannot  last  long  what  I  feel ;  but  I  am  ever,  mj 
dear  Davison,  faithfully  yours. 

Nelson  and  Bbonte. 
You  will  tell  Captain  Conn,  who  is  a  most  worthy  man, 
whether  Lady  Hamilton  is  in  Town,  or  at  Mertoit,  as  be  has 
a  letter  for  her. 

'  He  was  BUperMded  in  Lhe  oDmmuid  of  the  CaaopiiB,  wlien  aht  listunt  llw 
Fl*8-Sbif  of  Reu- Admiral  Lauw,  b;  Captain  Auatcn. 
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TO  CAPTAIN  MUNDY,  H.M.  SHIP  HYDRA. 
[From  the  **  Naval  Chronicle/'  vol.  xxxix.  p.  II.] 

Victory,  April  6th,  ISa'i. 

Sir, 
Proceed  as  expeditiously  as  possible  along  the  Coast  of 
Sardinia,  and  off  the  Madalcna  Islands,  but  do  not  go  into 
the  harbour  or  anchor ;  and  send  your  Boat  on  shore  to  the 
Town  of  Madalena,  to  inquire  if  the  Governor  has  seen  or 
heard  of  the  French  Fleet  having  passed  the  Straits  of 
Bonifaccio.  You  will  then  join  me  off  Palermo,  which  is  my 
next  Rendezvous.  After  leaving  Sardinia,  should  you  see 
the  Termagant  or  Childers,  you  will  direct  them  to  join  me. 
As  this  is  a  service  of  great  importance,  I  rely  upon  your  exer- 
tions to  execute  it     I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  HIS  EXCELLENCY  HUGH  ELLIOT,  ESQ.,  NAPLES, 
f  Autograph,  in  the  EUiot  Papers.] 

Victory,  South  End  of  Sardinia,  April  7th,  1805. 

My  dear  Sir, 
I  send  you  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  the  Commissioner  at 
Gibraltar;  therefore,  you  will  know  all  that  I  do  of  the  French 
Fleet  I  am  most  unlucky,  that  my  Frigates  should  lose  sight 
of  them ;  but  it  is  in  vain  to  be  angry,  or  repine :  therefore,  I 
must  do  the  best  I  can.  I  am  this  moment  bearing  up  to  go 
off  Palermo,  and  shall  wait  most  anxiously  the  return  of  the 
Amazon.  I  must  be  guided  in  my  further  movements  by 
such  information  as  I  may  be  able  to  obtain;  but  I  shall 
neither  go  to  the  Eastward  of  Sicily,  or  to  the  Westward  of 
Sardinia,  until  I  know  something  positive.  I  am  uneasy 
enough  ;  but  I  must  bear  it  as  well  as  I  can.  You  must  for- 
give a  short  letter ;  for  I  have  nothing  worth  relating.  I  am 
ever,  my  dear  Sir,  your  Excellency's  most  faithful  and  obedient 
servant, 

.  ^  •    Nelson  and  Bronte. 


VOL.  VL  D  D 


TO  CAFTAIN  SOTHERON,  H.  M.  SHIP  EXCELLEAT,  Sij 

[From  ■  Copj  in  the  Elliot  Popers.] 

Vietorj,  South  End  of  Sarfini*,  April  T( 

My  dear  Sir, 
Don't  keep  Amazon  one  moment  longer  than  mj  fl 
Captain  Parker;  and  if  Termagant  is  still  at  Naples,  il 
to  me ;  for  I  want  all  tbe  Vessels  I  have  under  mj-  c 
to  send  for  information.  1  am  entirely  adrift  by  m; 
losing  sight  of  the  Freneh  Fleet  so  soon  after  theirci 
of  Port.  I  am  ever,  my  dear  Sir,  most  faithfully  yot 
Nelson  akd  £ 


TO  SIR  ALEXANDER  JOHN  BALL.  BART^  MALTJ^ 

[AulogTsph.  ju  tbf  possfsaiou  of  Sir  Williwn  KeitU  Bill,  B 

VicLoTj.  April  lOih,  lfi(tt, 
My  dear  Ball, 

I  am  most  unfortunate,  not  having  yet  heard  a  word 
ing  the  French  Fleet ;  every  Frigate  is  out  upon  the  sciH^ 
and  I  shall  now  stand  towards  Madalcna  and  Cape  CtUX- 
I  can  hardly  suppose  that  any  Exjwdition  would  be  sent  U 
this  Country,  without  my  having  sonic  intimation,  and  I  hut 
not  the  most  distant  idea  of  such  a  thing.'  If  they  are  scA 
they  will  be  taken,  for  the  French  know  everything  whjdl 
passes  in  England.  However,  I  can  do  no  more  than  I  hW 
done,  for  I  am  sorely  vexed  at  the  ignorance  in  which  I  m 
kept. 

7,A.M. — Ilallowellis  just  arrived  from  Palermo.  Hebiin^ 
accounts  that  the  great  Expedition  is  sailed,  and  that  seveil 
Russian  Sail  of  the  Line  are  expected  in  the  Mediterranean  4 
therefore  I  may  snppose  the  French  Fleet  are  bound  to  thd 
Westward.  I  must  do  my  best.  God  bless  you.  I 
very  miserable,  but  ever,  my  dear  Ball,  [_sic.'] 

•  Vide  n.  IOC.  116.  poBb 
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TO  WILUAM  MARSDEX,  ESQ*  ADMIRALTY 

[OricxaJ,  ill  •±t  JLfl=irtZri/ 

Y:c;.:o^.  vl  ?*v-  llli  A|c£.  l^^lt. 

Sir, 
I  am  extremely  concerned  to  acquaint  vou,  for  the  infonna- 

of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  AdmiFaltr.  that  Lien- 

tenant ,  (son  to  that  excellent  and  respectable  Officer 

t  Giptain y)  from  an  unfortunate  desire  to  travel,  and 

Jieihaps  an  imprudent  attachment  to  an  Italian  female,  quitted 

the  Hydra  when  she  was  last  at  Malta,  without,  I  fear,  the 

^nallest  inclination  of  ever  retiuning  to  his  duty  in  that  f^iip. 

I  ha^e,  in  consequence,  removed  the  Uocourable  Lieutenant 

^aldegrave,'  of  the  Victory,  into  the  Ilydra,  and  appointed 

3lr.  William  Ram/  of  the  Spencer,  in  his  room,  a  copy  of 

"^hich  is  herewith  transmitted  for  their  Lordships^  approbation; 

9nd  also  a  copy  of  a  Commission  which  I  have  given  to  Mr. 

George  Scott,*  a  former  Admiralty  recommendation,  and  also 

of  Admiral  Lord  Keith's,  to  be  Lieutenant  of  the  Childers,  in 

the  room  of  the  Honourable  Lieutenant  Maitland,^  ordered  to 

England  by  their  Lordships,  which  you  will  be  so  good  as  lay 

before  them  for  confirmation ;  and  I  must  beg  that  you  will 

interest  their  Lordships  in  favour  of  this  unfortunate  young 

Officer,  Lieutenant ,  whose  youthful  imprudence  I  trust 

their  Lordships  will  take  into  consideration,  and,  on  account  of 

his  worthy  and  respectable  father.  Captain ,  allow  his 

name  to  remain  on  the  list  of  Lieutenants.^   Their  Lordships 

will  readily  conceive  the  feelings  of  Captain ,  and,  I 

hope,  enter  into  my  wishes  on  this  occasion.     I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

*  Now  Bear-Admiral  Lord  Radstock,  C.B. 

*  Lieutenant  William  Ram  was  killed  in  the  Victory,  at  Trafalgar. 

*  Promoted  to  tlie  rank  of  Commander,  in  1812,  for  Lis  gallantry  while  Senior 
Lieotenant  of  the  Phoehe  in  action  with  an  Enemy's  Squadron  off  Madagascar,  and 
made  a  Post  Captain  in  February  1^^:J0. 

*  Now  Rear-Admiral  the  Honourable  Sir  Anthonv  Maitland,  K.C.M.GM&nd  C.B. 

*  Lord  Nelson's  intercessiuu  was  nuccessful.  The  Officer  alluded  to  was,  many 
years  afterwards,  promoted,  and  is  still  living. 
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TO  WILLUM  MARSDEN9  ESQ.,  ADMIRALTY'. 

[Original,  in  the  Admiralty.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  15th  April,  1601 

Sir, 

I  have  this  moment  received  your  letter  of  the  16th  Febnurft 
with  the  inclosures  therein  mentioned,  from  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Transports,  and  Captain  Mouat,  their  Agent  at 
Gibraltar,  relative  to  the  men  impressed  from  the  Transports 
by  the  Tribune  and  Seahorse,  as  therein  stated. 

In  answer  thereto,  I  herewith  transmit  you  a  copy  of  my 
letter  of  the  4th  of  January  last,  to  Captain  Mouat,  with  a 
copy  of  my  order  of  that  date,  intended  for  Captain  Bennett, 
and  also  of  the  one  delivered  to  the  Honourable  Captain 
Boyle,  together  with  a  copy  of  a  General  Order,  to  remain 
with  Captain  Mouat,  to  prevent  the  impressing  of  men  from 
Transports  or  Victuallers,  which  I  request  you  will  be  pleased 
to  lay  before  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  fo 
their  information.     I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Brontb. 

P.S. — I  conceive  Captain  Mouat's  application  to  the  Trans- 
port Board  improper,  as  it  implies  a  doubt  of  my  putting  a 
stop  to  the  evil  he  complained  of,  and  tending  to  give  much 
trouble  where  none  was  necessary. 


to  captain  THOMAS,  H.  M.  BOMB  .ETNA. 

[Autograph,  in  the  possession  of  Rear- Admiral  Thomas.] 

Victory,  April  10th,  1805. 

Sir, 
We  have  a  report  from  the  Vessel  spoke  by  Leviathan,  that 
the  French  Fleet  (at  least  a  Fleet)  was  seen  on  Sunday,  the 
7th  April,  off  Cape  de  Gatte,  with  the  wind  Easterly,  steering 
to  the  Westward ;  therefore  you  must  tell  any  Ships  in  search 
of  me,  that  I  am  going  to  ascertain  that  the  French  Fleet  is 
not  in  Toulon,  and  then  to  proceed  to  the  Westward,  and 
this  is  all  I  can  tell  at  present  I  would  have  you  continue) 
until  further  orders,  on  the  station  off  Toro,  to  which  place  I 
shall  Bend  information,  when  I  am  sure  where  the  French 
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ieet  is  gone^  or  that  I  am  likely  to  leave  the  Mediterranean 
ker  them;  and  I  shall  also,  if  possible,  leave  a  l%ip  on  Ren- 
^zvous  97.  You  may  expect  Phoebe,  Seahorse,  Ambuscade, 
id  Termagant,  upon  the  Rendezvous  off  Toro,  and  probably 
»ine  Frigate  from  the  Westward :  you  will,  therefore,  keep  a 
iry  good  look  out  for  them.     I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  VICE-ADMIRAL  DEANS, 

[Autogmph,  in  the  possession  of  Captain  Robert  Deans,  R.N.] 

Victory,  April  lOth,  1805. 

My  dear  Deans, 
I  had  much  pleasure  in  receiving  your  letter  of  March  10th, 
d  if  I  can  get  hold  of  the  French  Fleet,  you  may  rely  that 
r.  Gray  shall  be  made  a  Surgeon ;  however,  I  have  put 
n  on  my  list,  and  if  I  go  home,  I  shall  leave  him  as  a  legacy 
Sir  Richard  Bickerton,  my  successor.  With  respect  to 
ar  son,  if  I  live,  and  am  in  service,  take  you  care  to  place 
D  near  me,  and  I  will  lose  no  opportunity  of  making  him  a 
eutenant  I  do  assure  you,  my  dear  Sir,  that  nothing 
'es  me  greater  pleasure  than  being  useful  to  the  sons  of 
>tber  Officers,  and  much  more  so  to  the  sons  of  old  and 
.pccted  messmates.  I  gave  your  letter  to  Admiral  Murray 
read,  and  he  thanks  you  for  your  remembrance  of  him,  and 
sires  his  best  respects  and  good  wishes ;  and  be  assured, 
7  dear  Deans,  that  I  am  your  most  faithful  friend  and 
vant.  Nelson  and  Bronte. 

Consider  I  write  with  a  left  hand.  The  last  time  I  saw 
u,  was  just  before  you  was  commissioned  for  the  Mon- 
>uth. 


TO  HIS  EXCELLENCY  HUGH  ELLIOT,  ESQ^  NAPLES. 

[Autograph  in  the  Elliot  Papers.] 

Victory,  April  16ih.  ISOO. 

My  dear  Sir, 
The  Decade,*  with  the  Amazon,  joined  me  yesterday.    The 
•rmagant,  I  &ncy,  has  passed  through  the  Straits  of  Boni- 

•  From  England. 
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fticcio.  Your  Escellencj's  notice  about  Troops  being  scni  to 
the  Mediterranpan  is  the  first  word  I  have  ever  heard  gf  ii; 
nor  have  I  an  idea  that  any  such  thing  could  be  in  agitation 
without  the  Admiralty  telling  me,  in  order  that  I  might  meet 
and  protect  them.  1  have  not  yet  heard  of  the  French  Heel; 
but  as  I  have  Frigates  in  every  possible  direction,  I  must  soon 
hear  of  them. 

I  am  not  sure  whether,  in  your  letter,  you  mean  thatLoid 
Mulgrave  says,  that  the  Troojia  going  to  Malta  are  for  a 
service  which  j/ou  have  been  long  acquainted  with.*  Doa 
your  Excellency  mean  that  you  have,  or  that  /  have,  been  long 
acquainted  with  [it]  ?  If  it  is  you,  I  dare  say  it  is  right ;  but 
if  I  am  meant  as  being  in  the  secret  of  the  destination  of  thn« 
Troops,  I  most  solemnly  declare  my  entire  ignorauce  aa  to  the 
force  or  destination,  or  even  that  arte  Soldier  is  intended  for 
the  Mediterranean.  I  know  certainly  where  many  [housanda 
are  wanted;  but,  as  I  said  before,  I  never  will  believe  that 
any  number  of  Troops  will  be  risked  inside  Gibraltar,  without 
an  assurance  of  my  protection ;  and  that  I  should  be  directed 
to  meet  them  upon  some  fixed  station  to  the  Westward  of 
Touton,  if  not  to  the  Westward  of  Carthagena,  I  am  now 
beating  hard  to  get  round  the  South  end  of  Sardinia,  blovring 
strong  Westerly,  which  does  me  no  good.  A  Convoy  of 
Victuallers  passed  from  England  for  Malta  the  11th.  They 
saw  nothing  to  the  Westward.  I  am  ever,  your  Excellency  a 
most  obliged  and  faithful  Servant, 

Nei-son  and  BeoNTE. 

Noon:  A  Vessel  just  s|ioke  says,  that  on  Sunday,  April 
7th,  be  saw  sixteen  Ships  of  War,  twelve  of  them  large  Ships, 
off  Cape  de  Gatte,  steering  to  the  Westward,  with  the  wind  at 
East.  If  this  account  is  true,  much  mischief  may  be  appre- 
hended.    It  kills  me,  the  very  thought. 

'  InHletlcrofllioOtborApril,  ISQ.^,  Mr.  Elliot  said:  "  Lord  Hnlgrwre  idlbnu 
me,  ia  (crest  gecrect'i  that  a  eoniiidenible  bodj  of  Troops  wu  upon  the  poJDl  of 
Billing  for  Malta,  Inr  tbepiirposeawilliwliioli  foa  bitveheen  loug  acquainted-  Urn- 
tenant  Colonel  Smilh.  Lord  MnJgrave's  Private  Soorotary.whoLas  brougbt me  Morrt 
iOBtractinaii  upon  (his  head,  concoiTea  that  the  Be^menu  will  bni«  Ictl  En^anl  * 
few  dap  after  the  deparlnre  of  Ibe  Docade.  Under  thi<i  iioprEasion  I  think  It  bfgUf 
■Daterial  that  ron  should  not  be  igoorajil  of  a  ciicumstanoe  which,  if  known  to  lh( 
Frenoh,  maj'  haie  tome  wrigbt  nith  iheiu  respecting  tbe  destination  of  the  Toulon 
Fleet." — Original,  in  the  Elliot  Paperti.  Lord  Nelson  reaeiTod  informotiiuifraiBllv! 
Admiraltj  of  tbe  approaoh  of  tlieae  Troopa,  on  the  lat  of  Hajp.    Vide  p.  118.  (ort. 
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TO  HIS  EXCELLENCY  HUGH  ELLIOT,  ESQ,  NAPLES. 

[Autagnph,  in  the  Elliot  Papera.] 

Victor)-,  April  ISlb,  1806. 

My  dear  Sir, 

Jl  am  going  out  of  the  Mediterranean  after  the  French 
It  may  be  thought  that  I  have  protected  too  well 
■dinia,  Naples,  Sicily,  the  Morea,  and  Egypt,  from  the 
iench ;  but  I  feel  I  have  done  right,  and  am,  therefore,  easy 
tout  any  fate  which  may  await  me  for  having  missed  the 
French  FlccL  I  have  left  five  Frigates,  besides  the  Sloops, 
&c,  stationed  at  Malta  for  the  present  service  of  the  Mediter- 
ranean, and  with  the  Neapolitan  Squadron  vrill,  of  course,  be 
fully  able  to  prevent  any  force  the  French  have  left  to  convoy 
Troops  to  Sicily.  You  will  be  so  good  as  to  present  my 
humble  duty  to  their  Majesties,  whose  goodness  I  shall  re- 
member to  the  last  moment  of  my  life;  and  believe  me,  dear 
Sir,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  Excellency's  most  faithful 
Servant, 

Nelson  and  Bhonte. 


L 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN.  ESQ,  ADMIRALTY. 

[AulogiBpij,  in  tlie  Admirftlty.] 

Viclory,  off  Toro,  April  I81I1,  1 


Under  the  severe  affliction  which  I  feel  at  the  escape  of  the 
French  Fleet  out  of  the  Mediterranean,  I  hope  that  their 
~  ihips  will  not  impute  it  to  any  want  of  due  attention  on 
part ;    hut,  on   the   contrary,   that  by  my  vigilance    the 

lemy  found  it  was  impossible  to  undertake  any  Expedition 
in  the  Mediterranean.  I  was  obliged  to  come  to  Palma  to 
meet  the  Transports  with  provisions,  aud  by  the  report  of  the 
First  Captain,  1  trust,  it  could  not  with  propriety  be  longer 
deferred;  however,  I  showed  myself  off  Barcelona  and  the 
Coast  of  Spain,  and  the  Islands  of  Majorca  and  Minorca,  tilt 
the  21st  of  March.  The  Frigates,  which  I  appointed  to  wateh 
them,  unfortunately  lost  sight  of  lliem  the  night  of  March 
Slst ;  and  from  April  the  4th,  when  they  joined,  we  have  bad 
nothing  but  strong,  and  sometimea  hard  gales  of  Westerly  aud 
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N.W.  winds^  (and,  it  appears,  that  the  French  Fleet  moat  fane 
had  strong  gales  Easterly).  After  allowing  fortj-eight  hom 
for  the  possibility  of  the  Enemy  passing  round  the  South  end 
of  Sardinia  I  proceeded  off  Sicily,  sending  Ships  to  Paienno 
and  Naples  for  information. 

On  Tuesday  the  9th,  I  made  sail  from  the  West  end  of 
Sicily  for  the  Westward,  but,  to  this  moment,  I  have  only 
advanced  sixty-five  leagues,  being  only  off  Toro^  owing  to 
very  bad  weather,  and  have  just  received  the  account  of  the 
Enemy  having  passed  the  Straits  the  8th  of  ApriL  I  am 
pursuing  my  route  to  the  Westward  and  must  be  guided  hj 
what  I  hear  when  I  get  off  Gibraltar.  I  shall  leave  Captain 
Capel  with  five  Frigates  and  the  Small  Craft  stationed  at  Malta 
to  protect  our  Commerce,  and  to  prevent  the  French  sending 
Troops  by  sea.     I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  CAFFAIN  THE  HONOURABLE  THOMAS  BLADEN  CAPEL, 

H.  M.  SHIP  PHCEBE. 

[From  a  Copy  in  the  Admiralty,  and  Autograph  draught,  in  the  possession  of 
Miss  Bolton,  of  Buruham.] 

Victor)-,  at  Sea,  18th  AprU,  1805. 

Whereas,  from  the  information  I  have  received  that  the 
Enemy's  Fleet,  which  was  seen  off  Cape  de  Gatte  on  the  7th 
instant,  passed  through  the  Straits  on  the  day  following,  I 
am  proceeding  with  the  Fleet  under  my  command  as  ex- 
peditiously as  possible  to  the  Westward  in  pursuit  of  them ; 
and  it  being  very  probable  that  they  may  have  left  some 
Frigates  and  other  Vessels  of  War  at  Toulon,  for  the  purpose 
of  convoying  Troops  either  to  Sardinia,  Naples,  Sicily,  or 
Egypt,  you  are  hereby  required  and  directed  to  take  his 
Majesty's  Ships  named  in  the  margin  ^  under  your  command, 
and  station  yourself  off  the  Island  of  Toro,  and  between  that 
and  Maritimo,  for  the  purpose  of  intercepting  any  Expedition 
which  the  Enemy  may  attempt  against  Sardinia^  Sicily,  or 
Egypt  With  respect  to  Sicily,  I  should  hope  the  Neapolitan 
Squadron  will  suflBciently  protect  that  Island,  and  have  written 
Mr.  Elliot  and  Sir  John  Acton  on  this  subject     With  regard 

*  Hydra,  Juno,  Ambuscade,  Niger,  Thunder. 
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EUie  limitation  of  yom-  Squadron  between  Tore  aod  Mari- 
no, I  only  mention  it  as  the  most  likely  place  to  fall  in  with 
any  lispedition  v\hich  the  Enemy  may  attempt  against  those 
places  from  Tuulon,  but  must  leave  ibis  important  trust  to 
your  judgment,  and  to  aet  as  from  certain  circumstances  of 
information  you  shall  judge  best,  to  prevent  their  effecting  a 
landing  at  Sardinia,  Sicily,  or  Egypt.  As  the  Anson  and 
Convoy  arc  ordered  to  proceed  to  England,  I  have  strengthened 
it  with  the  Hydra  as  far  as  Cartbagena,  and  then  to  return  and  i 
join  you ;  but  must  desire  that  you  will  cruize  off  Toro  or 
Mariiimo,  for  the  purpose  of  falling  in  with  it,  and  affording 
Captain  Cracraft  such  further  protection  as  he,  from  circum- 
etances  of  information,  shall  judge  necessary. 

I  have  ordered  the  jEtua  to  proceed  to  Naples  with  my  dis- 
patches, and  desire  the  moment  you  join  her  that  you  will 
send  her  away  with  them,  and  write  Mr.  Elliot  and  Captain 
Sotbcron,  who  will  give  you  all  the  information  relative  to  the 
Enemy's  intentions,  which  they  may  be  in  possession  of.  Aa 
the  Thunder  will  be  in  want  of  provisions  you  will  send  her  to 
Malta,  and  by  that  opportunity,  or  any  other  that  may  offer,  you 
will  communicate  with  Sir  Alexander  Ball,  requesting  him  to 
furnish  you,  from  time  to  time,  with  such  information  of  the 
Enemy  as  he  may  obtain,  sending  it  Co  Palina,  where  you  will 
constantly  leave  a  letter  for  any  of  his  Majesty's  Ships  calling 
there,  [stating]  where  you  are  to  be  found,  in  case  the  Enemy's 
movements  with  Troops  should  induce  you  to  quit  that  Station. 
I  have  only  to  add,  that  the  frustralinglhe  Enemy's  intentions  in 
their  attempt  to  invade  either  Sardinia,  Sicily,  or  Egypt,  is  an 
object  of  the  highest  importance,  and  therefore  deserves  your 
utmost  vigilance  to  prevent  it.  I  am  satisfied  with  your  zeal 
for  his  Majesty's  Ser%iee,  and  therefore  shall  only  say,  that 
there  never  was  a  greater  occasion  for  your  exertions  than  at 
most  important  moment. 
The  instant  I  have  obtained  information  of  the  Enemy,  I 
shall  send  you  an  account  thereof:  at  any  rate  a  Vessel  will  be 
dispatched  to  you  from  Gibraltar.  You  will  send  orders  to 
the  Juno  by  the  first  opportunity  going  to  Malta,  to  join  ^uu 
the  moment  Captain  Richardson  returns  from  Constantinople. 
The  Victuallers  and  Coal-ships  brought  from  Gibraltar  to  Ren- 
dezvous No.  97,  by  the  Fisgard,  are  ordered  to  St.  Vieves.  [?} 
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You  will  therefore  send  them  to  Malta  by  the  Thmida  a 
JEtna,  when  she  returns  from  Naples.  They  are  to  remain  k 
Valetta  Harbour  for  further  orders. 

Nelson  and  BaoHTBi 
N.B. — A  copy  of  the  above  Order  was  delivered  to  Bea^ 
Admiral  Sir  R.  Bickerton. 


TO  SIR  ALEXANDER  JOHN  BALL,  BART.,  MALTA. 
[Autograph,  in  the  poMession  of  John  Darlington,  Esq.] 
Victory,  April  19th  [1805],  10  leagues,  West.  [West  from  Toro.] 

Mj  dear  Ball, 

My  good  fortune  seems  flown  away.     I  cannot  get  a  fiur 

wind,  or  even  a  side  wind.    Dead  foul  I — dead  foul  I    But  my 

mind  is  fully  made  up  what  to  do  when  I  leave  the  StrutSi 

supposing  there  is  no  certain  information  of  the   Enemy's 

destination.     The  Officer  who  commands  the  Prize  sent  firom 

Gibraltar  will  tell  you  all  the  news.     I  believe  this  ill  lack 

will  go  near  to  kill  me ;  but  as  these  are  times  for  exertions, 

I  must  not  be  cast  down,  whatever  I  feeL     Ever,  my  dear 

Ball,  yours  faithfully. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


ITEr 
I-- 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ.,  ADMIRALTY. 

[Original,  in  the  Admiralty.] 

Victory,  April  19th,  1805. 

Sir, 
Should  their  Lordships  think  it  right  to  return  any  of  this 
Fleet  to  the  Mediterranean,  or  other  place  abroad,  I  beg  leave 
to  point  out  those  Ships  which  want  nothing  from  England : 
Victory,  Spencer,  Leviathan,  Tigre,  Conqueror,  Swiftsure. 
If  the  Service  presses,  the  other  Ships,  except  the  Superb, 
who  must  be  docked,  could  stay  out  the  summer  monthsi,  but 
want  coppering,  more  particularly  the  Royal  Sovereign,  who 
has  been  six  years  coppered.     I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bbonte. 


TO  COMMlSSIO\ER  OTWAV,  GIBRALTAR. 

[AnWfr»pii.  in  lb«  posaeBsion  of  Roiir- Admiral  Ingleflelil,  C3.] 

Viclury,  April  lOlli,  I80S. 
My  dear  Sir, 
Fou  will  guess  at  my  uneasiness  at  not  having  met  the 
inch  Fleet ;  but  I  could   not  quit  my  charge  of  Egypt, 
^rca,  Sicily,  Naples,  and  Sanlinia,  until  I  was  sure  that  the 
my  were  gone  to  the  Westward;  for  any  of  these  Countries 
Jil  have  bpcn  lost  for  ever  if  the  French  had  twenty-four 
i'  start  of  me.     We  have  been  nine  days  coming  sixtj- 
I  leagues.     We  have  had  nothing  but  ^es  of  Westerly 
^ds.     I  now  hope  that  you  will  soon  see  us  pass  the  Rock. 
1  ever,  my  dear  Sir,  with  the  greatest  esteem,  your  much 
^d  &iend. 

Nelson  and  Bronte, 


TO  WllXIAM  MARSDEN.  ESQ.,  ADMIBALTY. 

[Antogr»pli,  IB  tlie  Adroimllj.] 
■     VitHirj-,  April  lOlli,  1H(I5  ;   1(1  leagiicB  Weal  from  Turo.     Winil  N,W. 

Sir, 

I  The  Enemy's  Fleet  having  so  very  long  ago  passed  the 
raits,  and  formed  a  junction  with  some  kjpanish  Ships  from 
diz,  I  think  it  my  duty,  which  must  be  satisfactory  to  their 
Lordships,  to  know  exactly  my  intentions.  I  have  detached 
the  Amazon  to  Lisbon  for  information,  and  I  am  proceeding 
off  Cape  St.  Vincent  as  expeditiously  as  possible  ;  and  I  hope 
the  Amazon  will  join  me  there,  or  that  I  shall  obtain  some 
positive  information  of  the  destination  of  the  Enemy.  The 
circumstance  of  their  having  taken  the  Spanish  Ships  which 
were  for  sea,  from  Cadiz,  satisfies  my  mind  that  they  arc  not 
bound  to  the  West  Indies,  (nor  probably  the  Brazils ;)  but 
intend  forming  a  junction  with  the  Squadron  at  Ferrol,  and 
pushing  direct  for  Ireland  or  Brest,  as  I  beheve  the  French 
have  Troops  on  board ;  therefore,  if  I  receive  no  intelligence 
to  do  away  my  present  belief,  1  shall  proceed  from  Cape  St. 
Vincent,  and  take  my  position  fifty  leagues  West  from  Scilly, 
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approaching  that  Island  slowly,  that  I  may  not  mui  mj 
Vessels  sent  in  search  of  the  Squadron  with  orders  1^ 
reason  for  this  position  is,  that  it  is  equally  easy  to  getta 
either  the  Fleet  off  Brest,  or  to  go  to  Ireland,  should  dtt 
Fleet  be  wanted  at  either  station.  I  trust  this  plan  will  meet 
their  Lordships'  approbation  ;  and  I  have  the  pleasure  to  o^i 
that  I  shall  bring  with  me  eleven'  as  fine  Ships  of  War,  m 
ably  commanded,  and  in  as  perfect  order,  and  in  health,  m 
ever  went  to  sea.     I  have  the  honour,  &c 

Nelson  and  BaoNTBi 
I  shall  send  to  both  Ireland  and  the  Channel  Fleet,  an 
extract  of  this  letter,  acquainting  the  Commander-in-Chief 
where  to  find  me. 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ^  ADMIRALTY. 
[Original,  in  the  Admiralty.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  19tli  April,  1805. 

Sir, 
The  black  General  and  Servant,  named  in  the  margin,' 
having  been  sent  from  St.  Domingo  by  the  French,  early  in 
1803,  and  captured  in  the  Ambuscade  by  the  Victory  in  June 
following^  on  her  passage  to  this  Country,  I  request  you  will 
be  pleased  to  acquaint  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Ad- 
miralty, that  the  said  black  General  volunteered  to  serve  with 
me  during  my  stay  in  the  Mediterranean,  or  till  I  should  have 
an  Action  with  the  Enemy,  when  I  promised  him  his  discharge. 
I  have,  in  consequence,  ordered  him  and  his  Servant  to  be 
discharged  from  the  Victory,  and  sent  to  England  in  the  first 


'  The  Squadron,  on  tlie  19th  of  April,  consisted  of  the  Victory,  110  guns,  Mee- 
Admiral  Lord  Nelson,  Kear- Admiral  George  Murray,  Captain  uf  the  i'leet,  and 
Captain  Thomas  Mastermau  Hardy;  Royal  Sovereign,  100,  Rear- Admiral  Sir 
Richard  Bickerton,  Bart.,  Captoiu  John  Stuart;  Cauopus,  80,  Rear- Admiral  Thomas 
Louis,  Captain  Austen ;  Spencer,  74,  Captain  the  Honourable  Robert  Stopford ; 
Leviathan,  74,  Captain  William  Bayntun;  Tigre,  80,  Captain  Benjamin  Hallowell; 
Donegal,  74,  Captain  Pulteuey  Malcolm ;  Conqueror,  74,  Captain  Israel  Pellew; 
^uperb,  74,  Captain   Richard  Goodwin   Keats;    Belleisle,  74,  Captain   WiUiam 

FaigGod;   and  Swiitsure,  74;   and  the  Active,  Amazon,  and   Decade,  Frigates. 

nMl>  Store-Ship ;  and  Childers  and  Ariel,  Sloops. 
■  Joseph  Chretien,  General ;  Petit  Desire,  servant. 
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ip  of  War  leaving  tlie  Fleet,  and  directed  Captain  Hardy  to 
^^e  them  the  proper  and  usual  Paj-Tickets,  to  enable  them 
tt;fi  receive  the  wages  due  to  them  for  the  Victory.  You  will, 
mlierefore,  be  so  good  as  move  their  Lordships  to  order  the 
lid  General  and  Servant  to  be  paid  the  wages  due  to  them 
the  Victory,  and  such  Ship  as  they  may  be  sent  on  board 
'to  England  ;  and  also  to  direct  their  being  received  on  board 
Ship  at  the  Port  they  may  arrive,  until  an  opportunitj 
•rs.  in  any  King's  Ship,  for  their  going  to  Jamaica  or  Sl 
lingo,  when  their  Lordships  will  be  pleased  to  order  them 
such  Ship.  The  particular  attention  shown  the 
General  may  have  a  good  effect,  and  hereafter  be  of  great 
ivantage,  in  case  of  disturbances  at  Jamaica,  or  any  other  of  J 
West  India  Islands.  At  any  rate,  it  is  but  justice  that  he  T 
lould  receive  his  wages;  and  their  Lordships  will  see  the  ' 
:her  propriety  of  granting  him  and  his  Servant  a  passage  to 
Doraingo  or  Jamaica.  He  is  a  very  good  orderly  man, 
id  has  done  his  duty  as  a  Seaman  on  board  the  Victory  with 
'cai  attention.     I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

Nelbon  and  Bronte. 


TO  ADMIRAL  LORD  GARDNER,  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF, 
IRELAND. 

[Au(ogni]ib,  ill  Uie  pun^easion  of  Mr,  Empson.] 

Vittory,  April  19th,  180^ 

My  dear  Lord, 

If  the  Toulon  Fleet,  with  that  of  Cadiz,  is  gone  your  road, 
'"*  Ships  under  my  command  may  be  no  unacceptable  sight. 
"  ^on  do  not  want  our  help,  tell  us  to  go  back  again.  I  feel 
*^*eJ  at  their  slipping  out  of  the  Mediterranean,  as  I  had 
"^^rked  them  for  my  own  game.  However,  I  hope,  ray  dear 
^"^rd,  that  now  you  will  annihilate  them,  instead  of,  my  dear 
"Ord,  your  most  lailhfid,  humble  servant, 
"  Nelson  and  Bronte. 
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TO  ADMIRAL  LORD  GARDNER,  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF, 

IRELAND. 

[From  a  Copy  in  the  Admiralty.] 

Victoiy,  April  19th,  16Q9. 

My  Lord, 
I  send  you  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  the  Admiralty;  thereioN^ 
if  the  Toulon  and  Cadiz  Squadrons  are  gone  to  the  NoA- 
ward>  you  will  know  where  to  send  information,  that  I  uj 
either  join  you,  go  to  the  Channel  Fleet,  or  return  to  die 
Mediterranean,  &c.     I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Brontb. 


TO  LIEUTENANT-GENERAL  FOX,  GIBRALTAR. 

[From  Clarke  and  M* Arthur,  vol.  ii.  p.  404.} 

[About  20th  April,  1805.] 

Broken-hearted  as  I  am,  Sir,  at  the  escape  of  the  Tooikn 
Fleet,  yet  it  cannot  prevent  my  thinking  of  all  the  points 
intrusted  to  my  care,  amongst  which  Gibraltar  stands  pro- 
mitient.  I  wish  you  to  consider  me  as  particularly  desiroos 
to  give  every  comfort  to  the  old  Rock.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  VISCOUNT  MELVILLE. 
[From  Clarke  and  M' Arthur,  vol.  ii.  p.  404.] 

[About  20th  April,  1805.] 

I  am  not  made  to  despair — what  man  can  do  shall  be  done. 
I  have  marked  out  for  myself  a  decided  line  of  conduct,  and 
I  shall  follow  it  well  up ;  although  I  have  now  before  me  a 
letter  from  the  Physician  of  the  Fleet,  enforcing  my  return 
to  England  before  the  hot  months.  Therefore,  notwithstand- 
ing, I  shall  pursue  the  Enemy  to  the  East  or  West  Indies,  if 
I  know  that  to  have  been  their  destination,  yet,  if  the  Medi- 

snanean  Fleet  joins  the  Channel,  I  shall  request,  with  that 

[der,  permission  to  go  on  shore.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  COMMISSIONER  OTWAY,  GIBRALTAR. 

I  [Aulogi^b,  in  llic  paBsi»sEou  ot  Bear-Adminil  Jnglefield,  C.B.J 

Victory,  April  aClli,  1B05. 
Mj  dear  CommissioDer, 
From  the  9th  I  have  heen  using  every  effort  to  get  down 
Mediterranean,  but  to  this  day  we  are  very  liitic  advanced. 
rni  March  26th,  we  have  had  nothing  like  a  Levanter, 
»pt  for  the  French  Fleet.  I  believe  Easterly  winds  have 
.  the  Mediterranean.  I  never  have  been  one  week  with- 
one,  until  this  very  important  moment.  It  has  half  killed 
;  but  fretting  is  of  no  use. 

[  want,  if  I  can,  to  give  you  the  Moucheron,  for  the  service 
Gibraltar;  but  as  she  was  sent  out  with  dispatches,  to 
ry  to  Trieste,  I  am  delicate  mmn  the  subject  of  keeping 
However,  if  you  and  General  Fox  think  you  want  a 
y  fast-sailing  Brig,  I  send  you  an  order  for  Captain  Hawes 
remain  upon  the  Gibraltar  station  until  further  orders. 
,Ita  is  likewise  in  a  dreadful  state  for  want  of  Sloops  of 
iT,  but  I  have  not  the  means.  I  shall  probably  send  you 
rmi^ant  and  Childers  to  be  hove  down,  although  they 
;bt,  at  least  the  former,  to  go  to  England,  and  so  ought  the 
tern,  but  I  have  nothing  sent  me  to  replace  them  with. 
[  am  very  anxious  to  hear  what  is  become  of  the  French 
et.  I  rather  think,  as  the  Spaniards  went  with  them,  they 
destined  first  for  Ferrol,  and  then  either  to  Ireland,  or  to 
sst.  I  can  say  nothing  certain  as  to  my  movements,  till  I 
intelligence ;  hut  you  will  see  my  intentions  from  my 
«r  to  the  Admiralty  by  the  Active.  I  should  think  some 
the  Vessels  with  information  could  find  me  out  to  the  Easi- 
rd  of  the  Rock,  standing  towards  Tetuan  Bay,  where,  if  I 
detained  by  a  West  wind,  I  shall  anchor  to  complete  our 
ter,  and  clear  the  Transporta  with  wine.  I  shall  send 
nething  to  Malta,  when  I  get  outside  the  Mediterranean, 
Jl  call  for  any  letters  of  yours.  I  am  ever,  my 
:,  your  much  obliged  friend  and  servant, 

Nelson  and  Bbomte. 


-^-   T  -....tX  X..3:ir£>-  I3C,  ArxrSLlLTY. 


^    lA-    J. 


c:  rr    u  5 


>'cii  AbtI  !**». 


>i*.x-   ^^.^-jrv  -^    ix  X.i(cr»>  Sejinec  :c  rcani  the  IK?ne«alto 
X  -  's.-*j»i.^2tM  r-.-m  rtrr  .mv  tiie  y^yr.  as  pan  of  her  compk' 


■*%• 


iie  r;  ihe  iij  iev  were  lent 
V  ■•.>  V  \.*«r«v  I  *irt-jOM  vTjrci-^  Schomrcre  to  make  oat 
•X  *>•  XX'  .^or-rv-  •  v^  Tok-i  >  ir  "Tze  »Ttce*  i^:>e  ro  the  said  meOf 
*.  X.  >5.-  X.  ^.  :-  "  :rv  N  cit-  ATii.  -i:  ±e  sazie  rime,  to  transmrt 
*  >4  ..  X  c^ux.:.x*^»*  .  .nj'  ,'r  :*c«f  resialziiZiC  oa  board  the 
"\xxv^.  •■  S.  'ivv;*r*i  Scraeiic  CjTCair.  of  tkit  Ship,i*^ 
,^■%H.*  *.  >txv,v;  r.-M   i  ,'\:'^\i:^cc  ?,*  j-rier  iheir  Sfics:  entered  i^ 


X. 


:%  V 


'.«l«>r  «OBtf  B>K 
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t  of  the  Donegal's,  or  any  otber  Ship's  complement,  that  the 

1  might  have  their  rej^ular  ratings,  agreeable  to  the  stations 

f  served  on  boanl  the  Madras,  which  was  complied  with; 

they    still  were  returned    in  the  Donegal's  Weekly 

DiiDt  as  Seamen,  I  took  it  for  granted  they  were  so,  and 

I  composed  of  Petty  OfBcers  and   Marines,  consequently 

icted  Captain  Schoinberg  to  discharge  them  (thirty-eight 

I  number)  from  ihe  Madras's  Books  on  the  day  they  were 

|Bt(the  16th  of  May,  1803)  into  the  Donegal,  to  serve  as 

t  of  her  complement,  and  to  send  tbeir  Pay-Tickets  to  the 

y  Board  by  the  first  opportimity,  and,  at  the  same  time, 

B  an  order  to  Captain  Malcolm,  of  the  Donegal,  dated  the 

b  instant,  to  enter  them  from  the  Supernumerary  List,  as 

t  of  that  Ship's  complement,  on  the   17th  May  1803,  who, 

I  consequence,  informed  me  tliat  the  Petty  Officers  named 

Ktbe  margin  were  amongst  the  said  thirty-eight  men,  and 

It  there  were  not  ratings  to  give  them  in  the  Donegal  from 

|e  abm'e  time,  agreeable  to  those  tbey  had  in  the  Madnis. 

|I,  therefore,  as  the  said   Petty  Officers  are  very  justly  en- 

1  lo  their  wages,  agreeable  to  their  ratings  in  the  Madras, 

ne  to  request  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  move  the  Lords 

Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  to  give  the  necessary  direc- 

is  lo  the   Navy  Board  for  this  purpose,  as  it  would  be  a 

y  great  hardship  that  the  said  men,  who  have  been  actively 

imployed  in  the  Donegal,  should  be  deprived  of  the  wages 

Buey  would  have  been  entitled  lo,  had  they  remained  in  the 

t«adraa.     I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  anu  Bronte. 


TO  WILLIAM  WARSDEN,  ESQ„  ADailRALTV. 


[Uriginol,  i. 


y] 


Sir, 
I  herewith  transmit  you  a  letter  from  the  Right  Honourable 
-*^rd  Mark  Kerr,  Captain  of  his  Majesty's  Ship  Fisgard, 
^«]uainting  me,  that,  in  consequence  of  the  Enemy's  Fleet 
•Vom  Toulon  having  passed  through  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar 
^1  the  9th  ult,  be  intended  to  proceed  off'  Ushant  and  Ireland, 
^!*ilh  an  account  thereof,  which  you  will  be  pleased  to  com- 
I  Vol.  tl  e  e 


418 


LETTERS. 


municate  to  their  Lordships;  and  acquaiat  them  t 
much  approve  of  Lord  Mark's  conduct  on  the  < 
am.  Sir,  Sic 

Nelson  akd  BaoKT&J 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ,  ADMIRALTY'. 
[Original,  in  Um  Adminit;,] 


Sir, 


VwWrjr,  U  Sei,  Isl  M«j.  IHOfl. 


I  have  this  momcDt  received  jour  letter  of  the  I5th 
April,  acquainting  me,  by  direction  of  the  Lords  Commil 
sionersof  the  Admiralty,  that  Rear-Admiral  Knight,' with  tLi 
Queen  and  Dragon,  were  to  sail,  in  a  day  or  two  after  dl 
date  of  the  said  letter,  from  Spithead,  having  under  convoj 
Transports  with  5000  Troops  on  board,  part  of  which  is  to  b« 
landed  at  Gibraltar,  and  the  remainder  to  be  convoyed  np 
the  Mediterranean ;  and  signifying  to  me  their  Lordships 
direction  to  take  such  position  with  the  Fleet  under  my  com- 
mand,  as  may  be  best  calculated  to  protect  the  two  Ships  anl 
the  Troops,  in  their  way  from  Gibraltar  np  the  MediteTTSiieUi 
against  any  force  from  Toulon. 

As  the  Fisgard  sailed  from  Gibraltar  on  the  9th  ult,  tw) 
hours  after  the  Enemy's  Fleet  from  Toulon  passed  the  Sinitti 
I  have  to  hope  she  would  arrive  time  enough  in  the  Chums 
to  give  their  Lordships  information  of  this  circumstance,  ind 
to  prevent  the  Rear-Admiral  and  Troops,  before  mcntionctt 
from  leaving  Spithead.  I  am  at  this  moment  in  sight  cf 
Ceuta,  endeavouring,  against  a  contrary  wind,  to  get  W  th« 
Westward,  and,  consequently,  will  pass  the  Straits  the  momal 
the  wind  comes  from  the  Eastward,  and  endeavour  to  1^ 
information  of  the  Enemy,  of  whom  I  have  as  yet  luA 
nothing.     I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bbontk 


Uy  dear  Keats, 

Bk  ao  age  since  I  hare  had  At  [ 

I  jon  will  come  on  booid  ^er  jvmt  \makhm  Am  I  HSf 

I  gome  conrefsadaa  with  pm.   I  aai  cnx,  mj  dov  Kots, 

■  most  faithfiillT, 

Kb 


TO  COMMISSlOISta  OIWAY,  CI 


i,  Aasliand  im  llani  Ba;,  T«B 


4 


i  My  dear  Coi 

I  believe  mj  ill  lock  u  to  go  on  fiir  a  tonger  tine,  «id  I 
not*  mucb  fear  thai  Sir  Joho  Orde  baa  not  sent  his  Small 
Ships  to  watch  the  Eoemy's  Fleet,  sod  ordeied  ibem  to 
return  to  the  Straits'  Mouth,  to  give  me  infonnatioD,  that  I 
might  know  bow  lo  direct  my  proceeding ;  for  I  cannot  rely 
properly  run  to  the  West  Indies,  without  something  beyond 
Rieresunotsc;  and  ifl  defer  my  departure,  Jamaica  maybe  loeL 
Indeed,  as  they  have  a  month's  start  of  roe,  I  see  no  prospect 
of  getting  out  time  enough  to  prevent  mnch  mischief  from 
being  dune.  However,  I  shall  take  all  matters  into  my  most 
teriuus  consideration,  and  shall  do  that  which  seemeth  best 
rmiler  all  circumstances. 

I  am  sending  for  a  Collier,  as  we  are  in  great  want  of  fuel; 
and,  as  I  am  much  hurried,  I  beg  you  will  excuse  my  short 
letter.  When  I  get  out  of  the  Straits,  which  I  earnestly  hope 
irill  not  be  much  longer  deferred,  1  shall  write  you  of  my 
further  movements;  and  I  beg  that  you  will  present  my  beat 
cumplimcnts  to  General  Fox;  and  believe  me  ever,  my  dear 
Commissioner,  yours  most  faithfully. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

I  have  a  letter  of  misery  from  Mr.  King;'  but  the  Admiralty 
seem  to  have  fixed  what  he  is  to  have,  and  I  do  not  see  that  I 
("an  do  anything. 

■  Mr.  Joe  King,  ihe  Bt*l8w«in, 
E  E  2 


I 


TO  CAPTAIN  KEAT8,  H.M.  SHIP  SUPERB. 


[Antogmpii.  i 
At  e'30,  weigho 


lory.  Mi;  Mi,  ISOOb  I 


My  dear  Sir, 

laend  Mr.  Ford'  with  dollars,  but  I  have  recommem 
odIj  to  pay  for  what  is  actua/ltf  embarked,  for  ray  m< 
miist  depend  upon  the  wind,  and  I  shall  not  lose  a  fi 
appearance.      When  the   Ships  are  complete  with 
shall  recommend  their  anchoring  nearer  Tetuan,  for 
facility  in  getting  cattle.     Pray,  do  you  get  wa 
generally  believed  that  the  French  and  Spanish 
gone  to  the  West  Indies,     As  far  as  April  27tb,  not 
known  of  them  at  Lisbon ;  therefore,  I  am  likely 
West  India  trip;  but  thai  I  don't  mind,  if  I  can  but  gsti 
them.     Ever,  my  dear  Keats,  yours  faithfully. 

Nelson  and 

I  think  you  wrote  Admiral  Murray,  that  you  would  ioii 
the  Superb  with  bullocks  for  us. 


TO  WILLIAM  MAR8DEN,  ESQ-  ADMIRALTY. 


[OrigiDil,  in  the  Adminllj'.] 


Sir, 


U  Sra,  aib  Haf.  ISO. 


I  herewith  transmit  you  a  letter  from  Captain  Moubnytf 
his  Majesty's  Ship  Active,  dated  the  29th  of  April,  with  il« 
log  of  that  Ship  on  the  28th,  relative  to  the  Spanish  Ships  of 
War  which  he  saw  off  Cape  Pallas  on  the  27lh  uIl,  whidi 
you  will  be  so  good  as  to  lay  before  the  Lords  Commisaionen 
of  the  Admiralty,  for  their  information.     I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bromte. 

'  Agent -Victualler  to  the  Fleet. 


18.] 


TO  CAPTAIN  PEAHSE,  HIS  MAJESTY'S  SLOOP  HALCYON. 
^^^^S^ul.m  Uie  Keban  Paftia.   Icudoabltal  iriliia  leuerwu  eTcr  (orwuded.] 
^L  Viclor;,  itt  Sva,  ntli  ita,j,  ISOO. 

m 


Sir, 
f"-l  have  received  your  lettcra  of  the  17lli  ultimo  and  2nd 


t~— *tant,  with  the  inclosures  therein  mentioned,  and  cannot 

^1^  thinking  the  Halcjon  particularly  unfortunate,  in  carrying 

J  ^*«v,  in  the  first  inslxmce,  the  bowsprit,  and  afterwards  spring- 

R  her  gammoning-knee,  at  a  moment  when  her  services  were 

^^^   eminently  wanted,  and  when  every  care  and  exertion  be- 

^^^tae  necessary,     I  hope  her  defects  will  soon  be  made  good, 

^^**d  the  Halcjon  actively  empluyed  in  the  execution  of  mj 

*^»"nier  orders.     I  am,  &c. 

Nei-son  and  Bhontb. 


TO  HEAR-ADMIRAL  SIR  RICHARD  BICKERTON,  BART. 
[Fn>m  A  Copy  in  the  Adminll;.] 

Viclorj,  in  Telnin  Buy,  .Itli  M«j,  I80:i. 
Whereas,  the  destination  of  the  Enemy's  Fleet  (which,  at 
this  moment,  I  am  perfectly  unacquainted  with)  may  probably 
lead  me  to  the  West  Indies,  and  judging  it  necessary,  under 
these  circumstances,  that  an  OtEcer  of  your  rank  and  well- 
known  experience  in  this  Country  should  remain  in  the 
ilediierranean,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  the 
Various  important  services  of  this  Country,  which,  from  your 
perfect  and  intimate  knowledge  of  the  intention  of  Govem- 
tnent,  and  my  sentiments,  on  every  particular  object  of  llie 
Admiralty  instructions  for  the  protection  and  safety  of  their 
Sicilian,  and  their  Sardinian  Majesties'  Dominions,  as  well  as 
preventing  the  Enemy  Irom  effecting  any  Expedition  against 
Egypt,  You  are  therefore  hereby  required  and  instructed  to 
shift  your  Flag  from  bis  Majesty's  Ship  Royal  Sovereign,  and 
lioist  it  on  board  any  of  his  Majesty's  Ships  going  into  Gib- 
raltar, and  afterwards  shift  it  at  pleasure  into  any  Ship  or 
Vessel  at  that  place,  as  you  shall  judge  proper,  for  the  purpose 
above-mentioned;  and  for  carrying  any  further  instnictious 
which  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  may  send 
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out  to  ihis  Country  into  effecL  Yoii  will  berewitL 
CO]  lies  of  several  Admiralty  orders,  letters,  and  instructions,! 
No.  I  to  No.  S7,  for  your  guidance  and  information,  niiu 
which,  as  yon  will  observe,  are  obsolete,  but  will  tend  to; 
the  line  of  conduct,  intended  at  diifereni  limes,  to  have  been 
carried  into  effect  You  will,  consequently,  make  such  tat 
of  tbetn  as  you  shall  judge  proper.  From  a  perfect  knowledp 
of  your  zeal  for  his  Majesty's  Service,  and  well  knumi 
abilities,  I  feel  it  unnecessary  to  say  anything  more  on  thii 
subject,  as  circumstances  must  naturally  guide  your  fnUin 
operations,  with  such  additional  force  as  may  be  sent  to  dni 
Country  and  those  left  in  it,  named  in  the  margin/ 

Notwithstanding  the  orders  which  I  have  given  to  Capuin 
Corbet,  of  the  Ampbitrite,  to  proceed  to  England  if  she  can 
be  manned  and  fitted  for  service  in  this  Country,  I  would 
recommend,  under  the  present  scarcity  of  Sliiiw,  that  she  mij 
be  detained  In  the  Mediterranean,  aa  the  active  zeal  of  Captaia 
Corbet  will  render  her  a  valuable  acquisition  at  this  present 
msment. 

Nelson  ahv  Bromte. 


TO  COMMISSIONER  OTWAV,  GIBRALTAR. 

[Aatiigropli,  in  the  poHseB^iun  ut  Beu--Adiuiral  In^efleld,  C3.J 


Sir, 


VintoT},  GibnJlar  Ba;.  Ha;  Stb,  ISOt. 


Mr.  Joseph  King  not  having  received,  since  the  Peace  ] 
Establishment  of  1802,  the  pay  which  was  formerly  paid  hJo 
as  Boatswain  of  the  Yard,  but  only  the  pay  as  Boatswain  of  the 
Sheer  Hulk,  which  seems  to  me  to  be  very  hard  upon  him,ai 
he  is  by  the  Admiralty  letter  of  March  1804  (at  least,  it  ap- 
pears BO  to  me)  told,  that  he  is  to  be  Boatswain  of  the  YarJ, 
and  in  consequence  of  his  removal  from  afloat  to  the  shore,  is 
also  to  be  allowed  house-rent.  It  also  enjoined  him  that  in 
addition  to  his  duty  as  Boatswain  of  the  Yard,  that  he  is  to 
attend  to  the  masting  of  Ships.  From  all  these  ci^cumsta^ce^ 
I  feel  confident  that  Mr.  King  is  intended  by  the  Admiralty 

•  Phcebo,  HjdtB,  Juno,  AbiLbbcuIe,  Niger,  Bitturn,  Termngwu,  llBleyoa,  SopUf. 
Moneheron,  BpiLorse,  Childora,  Tliunder.  MUn,  M«driB,  lIorgian«,  JUOBM.  SH"' 
HfrondcUi,  Renud,  Teolure. 
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"^Soard  to  be  Boatswaia  of  Gibraltar  Yard,  aod  not  merely 
Boatswain  of  the  Sheer  Hulk,  although  the  duty  of  masting 
Ships,  &c.,  is  attached  to  his  other  duty. 

Therefore,  with  due  submission,  if  you  see  no  great  irregu- 
larity in  llie  proceeding,  I  think  he  should  be  entered  aa 
Boatswain  of  Gibraltar  Yard,  and  receive  the  same  pay  as  tlie 
^Boatswain  of  Malta,  Jamaica,  or  any  other  of  the  Foreign 
Yards ;  and  1  feel  so  impressed  with  the  justness  of  the 
measure,  that  I  shall  feel  myself  responsible  for  any  additional 
pay  to  his  present,  as  is  equal  to  give  him  the  same  as  the 
Boatswaiu  of  Malta  Yard,  until  you  shall  receive  directions 
fnim  the  Navy  Board  upon  this  subject.  I  have  the  honour 
to  be.  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bbonte. 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ.,  ADMIRALTY. 
[OrigioBl,  in  tbe  AitBinllj.] 


Sir, 


Victory,  in  Gihralur  Buy.  M 


Finding,  on  the  perusal  of  their  Lordships'  order,  dated  the 
Ist  day  of  February,  1805,  relative  to  the  sending  to  England 
all  Spanish  Ships  and  Vessels  detained  and  sent  into  Gibral- 
tar, prior  to  the  11th  January  last,  by  his  Majesty's  Ships  and 
Vessels  of  War,  and  ihe  appointment  of  an  Agent  to  be  held 
responsible  to  the  proper  Officer  of  the  Court  of  Admiralty  in 
England,  for  the  amount  thereof,  that  the  spirit  of  their  Lord- 
ships' said  order  is  not  fully  carried  into  effect,  hs  my  autho- 
rity to  the  Agents  at  Gibraltar  and  Malta  only  direels  them 
to  take  into  their  charge,  and  dispose  of  at  public  sale,  all  the 
Spanish  Vessels  detained  and  sent  into  those  places,  prior  to  ■ 
the  11th  of  January  last,  by  the  Fleet  under  my  command, 
instead  of  all  those  detained  and  sent  into  Gibraltar  by  any 
of  his  Majesty's  Ships  of  War ;  I  have,  therefore,  given  Mr. 
Culforth  and  Mr.  Wilkie  new  appointments  of  this  date,  to 
take  into  their  charge,  and  dispose  of  at  public  sale,  all  the 
Spanish  Vessels  sent  into  these  Forts,  by  any  of  his  Majesty's 
tiBhips  or  Vessels  of  War,  prior  to  the  11th  of  January,  1805, 
l^lgreeably  to  their  Lordships' saidorder;  and  herewith  transmit 
rou,  for  their  information,  a  copy  of  the  said  new  appointments, 
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and  letter  which  accompanied  them,  which  I  hope  will  o 
their  Lordships'  approbation,  and  that  my  reasoi 
Bending    them   to  England,  as  communicated  to  you  in  1 
letter  of  the  2~th  of  March   last,  and  which  at  this  a 
strikes  me  with  greater  force  and  propriety,  will  also  B 
their  Lordships'  approval.     I  am,  Sir,  &c 

Nelson  and  Bhonii 


TO  JAMES  CUTFORTH,  ESQ„  AGEXT  VICTUALLER  AT  GIBRj 

HEIlbBY  APPOINTED  SOLE  AND  EMTIRE  AGENT  FOR  JtUI 
THE  SPANISH  SHIPS  AND  VESSELS,  WITH  THEIR  CABGOES,  [ 
DETAINED  BV  ANY  OF  HIS  MAJESTY'3  SHIPS  OR  VESSELS  lit  J 
WAR,  AND  SENT  INTO  GIBRALTAR  AS  AFORESAID,  I'RIOSS 
THE  llTH  DAY  OF  JANUARY,  1805. 

[Fiom  *  Cop;  in  the  AdmtratlT.] 

Victory,  in  Gibmltir  Bar,  (lib  Mat.  IVa. 

Whereas  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  haw 
directed  me  by  their  order,  bearing  date  the  first  day  of 
February,  1805,  to  send  to  England  all  Spanish  Sbipe  and 
Vessels,  with  their  cargoes,  that  have  been  detained  at  sea  bj 
any  of  his  Majesty's  Ships  or  Vessels  of  War  prior  to  the  llih 
day  of  Jamiarj',  1805,  (the  date  of  the  King's  proclamation  for 
granting  reprisals  against  Spain,)  in  order  to  prevent  abuses,  and 
to  ensure  the  said  Ships  and  cargoes  being  disposed  of  to  their 
full  value,  (except  such  parts  of  their  cargoes  as  may.  firotn 
their  perishable  state  be  necessary  to  dispose  of  at  Gibraltar;) 
and  having,  at  the  same  time,  authorized  me  to  appoint  an 
Agent,  who  will  be  held  responsible  to  accoimt  for  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  same  to  the  proper  Officer  of  the  Court  of 
Admiralty  in  England;  And  whereas  I  think  proper,  from 
the  high  and  honourable  character  I  have  received  of  you,  as 
well  aa  from  the  public  confidence  which  Government  reposes 
in  you  as  A  gent- Victualler,  to  appoint  you  to  be  the  sole  and 
entire  Agent  for  all  the  Spanish  Ships  and  Vessels  d<-taiued 
and  sent  into  Gibraltar  by  any  of  his  Majesty's  Ships  or 
Vessels  of  War  prior  to  the  11th  day  of  January,  1805,  as 
before  mentioned;  I  do,  by  virtue  of  the  power  and  authority 
to  me  granted,  hereby  nominate  and  appoint  you  sole  and 
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^niire  Agent,  on  behalf  of  the  Crown,  for  all  the  Spanish 
Ships  and  Vessels  detained  and  sent  into  Gibraltar  by  any  of 
bis  Majesty's  Ships  or  Vessels  of  War,  prior  to  the  llth  day 
of  January,  1805;  and  do  hereby  require  and  authorize  you 
(from  judging  the  impracticability  of  sending  the  said  Ships 
and  Vessels,  with  their  cargoes,  to  England,  as  directed  by 
their  Lordships,  as  aforesaid,)  to  enter  tipon,  and  immediately 
dispose  of,  at  public  sale,  all  the  said  Spanish  Ships  and  Vessels, 
with  their  cargoes,  detained,  as  aforesaid,  prior  to  1  Ith  day  of 
January,  1805,  and  sent  into  Gibraltar,  and  lo  transmit  a 
regular  account  of  their  sales  and  amounl,  respectively,  to  the 
proper  Officer  of  the  Court  of  Admiralty  in  Eni;land,  to  whom 
you  are  to  hold  yourself  accountable  for  the  whole  and  every 
particular  transaction  and  amount  of  the  said  Ships  and  their 
cargoes;  and  you  will  also,  in  like  manner,  transmit  to  me 
copies  of  the  accountsof  sale,  and  amount  thereof  accordingly ; 
and,  for  so  doing,  this  shall  be  your  safficlenl  authority. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 
N.B. — An  order  of  the  above  tenor  and  date  sent  to  Mr. 
Wilkie,  Agent  al  Malta. 


TO  JAMES  CUTFORTH,  ESQ.,  SOLE  AND  ENTIRE  AGENT  FOB  ALL 
SPANISH  VESSELS  DET.\INED  AND  SENT  INTO  GIBRALTAR  BY 
ANY  OF  HI3  majesty's  SHIPS  OR  VESSELS,  PRIOR  TO  THE 
llTH  DAY  OF  JANUARY,  1805. 


Sir, 


[From  ■  Copy  in  ihe  Admirilly.] 

Tiolotj,  in  GibrnllK  Baj,  (It!,  M»j,  leai. 


Observing  that  my  authority  to  you,  dated  the  27th  March 
last,  only  directs  you  to  take  into  your  charge,  and  dispose  of 
at  public  sale,  all  Spanish  Ships  and  Vessels,  with  their  cargoes, 
detained  and  sent  into  Gibraltar  by  the  Fleet  under  my  com- 
mand, prior  to  the  llth  day  of  January  1805,  instead  of  all 
the  Spanish  Ships  and  Vessels  detained,  prior  lo  the  said  llth 
day  of  January,  and  sent  into  Gibraltar  by  any  of  his  Majesty's 
Ships  or  Vessels  of  War,  as  directed  by  the  order  from  the 
Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  dated  the  Ist  day  of 
February,  1805,  I  herewith  transmit  you  a  new  appointment, 
with  full  powerandauthority,  agreeable  to  their  Ifordahipa' said 
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order.  A  copy  thereof  also  accompanies  this,  which  I  it 
you  will  present  to  the  Judge  of  the  Vice-Admiraltj  0 
at  Gibraltar,  with  jour  new  appoint  men  t,  that  both  (ilnt 
sary)  may  be  roistered  in  the  said  Vice- Admiralty  C 
their  Lordshipe'  instructions,  through  me,  most  fully  a 
into  effect.     I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  aw  I 

N.B. — A  letter  of  the  above  tenor  and  date  ecnt  tolfa-f 
Wilkie,  Agent  at  Malta. 


TO  WILLUM  MARSDEN,  ESQ,  ADMIRALTY. 


1-30,  uchond  in  Boot  hpl 
10  [he  Wealwud."— Fvwyt  I 


VictotT,  al  Sm,  6tli  H«t.  IMh 


[Original,  in  tbe  Admirdlj,    "  it 
GibnlUr.  At  S.  «eigli»d  and  made 

Sir, 

The  Enemy's  Fleet  having  quitted  the  Mediterranean,  awl 
judging  it  probable  that  their  route  may  lead  mc  to  the  Wat 
Indies,  or  some  dlstunt  service,  I  have  thought  it  propet 
to  leave  Rear-Admiral  Sir  Richard  Bickerton  at  Gibrslur, 
in  order  that  the  important  duties  of  the  Mediterranean  roaj 
be  duly  attended  to,  and  their  Lordships'  further  instructions 
carried  into  effect  by  that  excellent  Officer,  whose  teti, 
abilities,  and  perfect  knowledge  both  of  this  Country,  and  mj 
fientimenia  upon  every  particular  point  of  llieir  Xxirdahipe' 
instructions  render  him  most  fully  competent  to  this  charge, 
and  their  expectations.  Inclosed  you  will  receive  for  the 
information  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  a 
copy  of  my  order  of  the  5th  instant,  to  Sir  Richard  Bickerton. 
together  with  a  copy  of  the  schedule  of  unexecuted  orders, 
&c.  left  with  htm,  which  puts  the  Rear- Admiral  ia  the  perfect 
possession  of  their  Lordships'  instructions,  and  of  the  vsriuitf 
circumstances  which  have  presented  themselves  to  me  as  ne- 
cessary to  adopt;  and  their  Lordships  may  rely  that  they  will 
be  duly  followed  up  by  that  zealous  Officer,  and  which  I  trust 
will  meet  their  approbation.     I  ara.  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  anb  Brontb. 

P-S. — A  copy  of  their  Lordships'  letter  of  the  15th  ultimo, 
ttlative  to  the  Troops  given  to  Sir  Richard  Bickerton. 
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TO  ALEXANDER  DAVISON,  ESQ. 

utagTipli.  in  tbe  pOBwssion  of  Colonel  Dadson,] 
Vitiorj,  It  Hen,  Msy  71li,  IWtO. 

My  dear  Davison, 
God  only  knows,  my  dear  friend,  what  I  have  suAered,  by  I 
It  getting  at  the  Enemy's  Fleet,  and  wheu  I  naturally  cod-  I 
*  myself  that,  at  least,  time  would  be  given  fur  Sir  John 
's  Frigales,  who  were  naturally  sent  after  them,  to  return 
hraltar  with  information  for  me,  I  had  the  mortification 
rday  to  find  that  none  had  been  sent  there.  Nor  was  it 
rally  believed  that  Sir  John  Orde  had  sent  after  ihem; 
t  this  I  cannot  believe,  and  I  must  suppose  that  they  have 
n  unfortunately  captured.  I  thiuk  it  more  than 
blc  I  shall  go  to  the  West  Indies ;  for,  I  believe,  from 
I  have  yet  heard  of  their  course,  &c.,  that  is  their  destt- 
1,  and  there  I  Lope  to  get  hold  of  them,  and  to  save  our 
iblc  West  India  pogBcssions,  and  then  I  shall  immediately 
to  England.  But  my  health,  or  even  my  life  must  not 
le  into  consideration  at  this  important  crisis ;  for,  however 
lay  be  called  unfortunate,  it  never  shall  be  said  that  I  have 
neglectful  of  my  duty,  or  spared  myself. 
|The  business  of  Merton  still  wiQ  call  for  your  kind  and 
indly  attention.  The  kitchen  I  hope  will  be  built  before 
>ti  this  letter  reaches  you,  and  I  must  trouble  you,  my 
^nd,  to  pay  the  bills;  but  I  hope  soon  to  repay  you 
with  many,  many  kind  thanks.  I  have  just  heard  that  Lord 
Melville  has  left  the  Admiralty,'  owing  to  the  Tenth  Report 
of  the  Navy  Inquiries.  His  Lordship  was  doing  much  for  tho 
Service,  and  now  we  have  to  look  forward  to  some  one  else. 
I  shall  write  a  line  to  our  friend  Ncpean,  who  must  be 
harassed  by  these  changes.  God  bless  you,  my  dear  Davisna, 
and  believe  me  ever,  with  the  truest  friendship,  yours  most 
faithfully  and  affectionately.  Nelson  and  Bronte. 

All  my  letters  by  Niger  and  Avenger  are  gone  up  the 
Mediterranean,  and  will  never  be  received  by  me.  But  salt 
■ef  and  the  French  Fleet,  is  far  preferable  to  roast  beef  and 
champagne  without  them.  May  God  prosper  my  exertions,  I 
pray  most  fervently,  and  I  think  He  will  in  the  end. 

•  ViBCouDt  Meliille  wss  sacceedrd  u  Finl  Lord  of  ibe  Ailinir«l(j  on  lli«  30lhaf  1 
Afni,   l>iOa,  bj  Admirsl  Cliul«9  Lord  Barhmn.     Sic  Evnn   N'epeiui  uid  all  t' 
a  Lords  nmuiied. 


TO  WILUAM  MABSDEN.  ESQ,  ADMIBALTi'. 

[Original,  in  llie  AdmiiaJcjt.] 

Victors,  U  Sea,  Hi;  7ih.  1| 

Sir, 

After  a  heavy  beat  down  the  Mediterranean  1  rtac 
Tctuaii  Bay  on  the  4th,  and  completed  the  water  of  the 
and  cleared  a  Transport  with  wiae,  and  sailed  on  the  5i1l 
Yesterday,  at  2  p.m.,  wc  anchored  ia  Gibraltar  Bay,  ^ih 
freeh  hreezes  Westerly,  and  began  to  clear  Transports  with  fiie! 
and  provi^ons;  but,  before  the  whole  Fleet  had  anchored,  there 
was  every  appearance  of  a  I-evanter  coming  on.  The  Fleet 
was  unmoored,  the  Transports  taken  in  tow,  and  at  6  o'clock 
(he  whole  Fleet  was  under  sail,  steering  through  the  Gut.  1 
was  in  great  hopes  that  some  of  Sir  John  Ordc's  Frigates  would 
have  arrived  at  Gibraltar,  from  watching  the  destinatiou  of 
the  Enemy,  from  whom  I  should  have  derived  information  af 
the  route  the  Enemy  had  taken,  but  none  had  arrived.  The 
Halcyon,  which  left  Lisbon  on  April  the  27tli  in  the  evening, 
reports  to  me,  that  nothing  had  been  heard  of  them  at  LisboD 
when  the  Halcyon  sailed.  I  am  now  pushing  off  Cape  Su 
Vincent's  and  hope  that  is  the  station  to  which  Sir  John  Orde 
may  have  directed  his  Frigates  to  return  from  watching  the  route 
of  the  Enemy,  and  I  shall  also  join  the  Amazon  from  LiBboo. 

If  nothing  is  heard  of  them  from  Lisbon  or  from  the  Frigates 
I  may  find  off  Cape  St.  Vincent's,  I  shall  probably  think  the 
rumours  which  are  spread  are  true,  that  their  destination  is  the 
West  Indies,  and  in  that  case  think  it  my  duty  to  follow  them, 
or  to  the  Antipodes,  should  1  believe  that  to  be  tlieir  destiua* 
tion.  i  shall  detach  a  Sloop  of  War  to  England,  from  otf  the 
Cape,  when  my  mind  is  made  up  from  either  information,  or 
the  want  of  it,     I  am.  Sir,  &c 

Nelson  and  Broi 


TO  SIR  EVAN  NEPEAN,  BAHT. 

[FToni  Clarke  mid  M-Arlliiir,  toI.  ii,  p.  -lOfl.] 

7lh  Maj.  1 

^  Btill  am  OS  much  in  the  dark  as  ever.      I  am  now  i 
Cape  St.  Vincent,  where  1  hope  lo  be  more  fortunate;  and 
ihall  join  the  Amazon  from  Lisbon,  from  which  place  I 
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K&STe  accounts  to  April  27th,  wben  tbej  knew  nothing  of  the 
-ftnemy.  If  I  hear  nothing,  I  shall  proceed  to  the  Weal  Indies. 
X  am,  &C. 

Nelsos  and  Bhonte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  KEATS,  H.M.  SHIP  SUPERB. 


[Aulofmph.  in  Ihe  i 


of  the  Rrverend  Ricbkrd  Keata.] 


Viclory.  Ukj  Hlh,  leOft. 


My  dear  Keats, 
I  am  Tftrj  much  pleased  with  the  cheertuhiesa  with  which 
you  are  determined  to  share  the  fate  of  the  Fleet.'  Perhaps 
none  of  us  would  wish  for  exactly  a  West  India  trip ;  but  the 
call  of  our  Country  is  far  superior  to  any  consideration  of  self. 
I  will  take  care  that  Superb  shall  have  neighbour's  fare  in 
everything.  I  have  wrote  to  the  Admiralty  that  Superb 
would  be  sent  home  before  the  hurricane  months.  I  am 
anxious  to  get  off  Sl  Vincent  to  meet  Amazon  from  Lisbon, 
when  my  route  will  be  fixed.  Will  you  dine  here,  if  we 
bare  little  wind  ?  And  believe  me  ever,  my  dear  Keats, 
yours  most  faithfully. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


tTO  MBS.  BOLTON, 
ulognpli.  in  Ibe  poiseuion  of  MisH  Bnltan,  at  Biimhani.     "  Ma;  0(li.    f.m. 
■nchored  in  Ltgns  B«r.  Squndron  sud  Truioporu  uiehortd  here.    Emplajed 
grtling  in  boird  proiisions  from  ibe  Tmiuiporla." — I'ielory'i  Log-] 

ViuUirj,  Majr  Ulh,  1605. 

My  dear  Sister, 
God  only  knows  where  I  may  be  on  July  first,  and,  there- 
fore, I  send  you  a  bill  for  one  hundred  pounds ;  and  when  I 
get  home,  1  hope  to  be  able  to  keep  Tom'  at  College  without 
one  farthing's  expense  to  Mr.  Bolton  ;  and  both  you  and  him 
may  be  assured,  that  I  would  do  more,  if  in  my  power.  I 
should  have  been  a  very  rich,  instead  of  a  poor  man,  if  Lord 
Melville  had  not  given  the  Galleons  to  Sir  John  Orde.'    God 

■  The  8up«rb  vas  ao  luacb  in  wuit  of  reprur,  tbut  il  «u  necestuir  she  ahoold 
bare  gone  lo  EiijiBiid. 

■  Hi*  oepbEw.  Mrs.  BdIIoq'h  eldnt  sou,  dftenrarda  Ibe  Hecond  Earl  NfIrdd. 
*  j.  t.  removed  the  Ships  which  capliired  Uie  GalleDOs  from  hia  comnuad  to  t 

of  Sir  John  Orde.  who.  conuquentlj,  obtained  Ilie  ibare  of  Prize  fflonef  thai  wonU 
Mberwiiie  hare  Ulongrd  to  him. 
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bless  jou,  Mr.  Bolton,  and  family ;  and  believe  me  eTet,_v 
most  affectionate  brother, 

Nelson  and  Bboktl 

I  have  Bent  Sir  William'  a  cmize,  and  I  hope  he  will  h 

more  fortunate  tlian  lie  has  hitherto  been. 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  E8q„  ADinRALTY. 

[AiilogT^h,  iu  llio  A<lrainillT.] 

Victory,  a«C»jm  8l.  Vincenl,  M«J  flUi, 

Sir, 

Having  received  from  the  Amazon,  Captain  Hill's'  letter  rf 
yesterday's  date,  I  shall  wait  here  until  Admiral  Knight  jain^ 
and  then  proceed  to  Barbadocs,  taking  care  that  he  is  seen 
safely  inside  the  Gut;  and  the  Queen  and  Dragon,  I  urn 
saltfified  can  protect  them,  and  it  ia  possible,  upon  a  fiirther 
consideration,  I  may  add  the  Royal  Sovereign,  which  would 
render  it  impossible  for  all  the  force  at  Carthagena  to  make 
an  impression  upon  them.  I  am  now  clearing  Transports,  and 
victualling  the  Reel  to  five  months,  and  shall  bear  away  the 
moment  I  can  get  hold  of  the  Convoy,  Should  the  Enemy 
not  have  gone  to  the  West  Indies,  I  shall  return  off  Cape  St. 
Vincent's,  and  then  act  as  I  may  find  orders ;  or,  if  I  receiTe 
none,  according  to  the  best  of  my  judgment,  which  I  hope 
their  Lordshipa  will  approve  of.     I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Baoim.* 

The  Royal  Sovereign  ia  ordered  to  join  Admiral  Kni 

'  H«r  «i>n-in-liir,  CtpUuD  Sir  Witlirun  Boltiin,  of  Ihp  Ampliitiite. 

*  Caplnin  Hetiry  Hill,  ol  Ibe  Orpheoa,  non  >  Viet' -Ad mini  of  (he  BIokI 

•  Tlio  following  WM  enclosed  in  tlieabineletlar :— 
■'  The  Louiaii.  of  Baltimore,  nn  American  Brig,  Feivr  BilliDgs.  HasW,^ 

genoo  by  whom  is  is  folloira:— '  Left  Cadii  on  Tliuradsy.  the  and  day  of  ««T, 
sod  inforiBB  Uiat  Hie  Spanisli  Lins-of  Baltic  Ships,  a  Spanish  TrigBte,  ■ 
SD-gnn  Ship,  a  French  aO-pin  Ship,  and  a  French  Brig  of  16  guns,  sailed  biM 
Cuiiii  belweea  Iho  HUi  and  lOlh.  There  t^peartd  olT  Cndii,  uu  tbe  Olh,  bImM 
eleven  S^l  of  the  Line  and  four  Frigales,  French:  thai  a  SpuJ«h  LiaF-of-Ballh 
Ulis  >ailed  in  tbe  evening  after  the  former,  of  great  value,  and  loiiobrd  Ibe  gnaU 
,«B  t^ag  out.  At  noon  of  the  ICNh.  there  was  no  more  lo  be  seen  of  the  t^- 
Mbined  Fleet.  The  reports  of  iheir  deatiuation  were  vMiniie ;  by  some,  it  ma  i^ 
fMtd  Ihey  wore  deedned  for  Ireland  ;  nnd  by  oiherH.  wiih  greal  pnibaliilily.  fcr  dw 
Wael  Indiee,  particularly  Jamaicii.  Three  thnntand  Spioiitti  trnajn,  n 
which  there  was  a  great  nnmber  of  Cavalry,  embarked  gn  board  the  S 


TO  SIR  ALEXAN'DER  JOHN  BALL,  BART. 

[AaMgnph.  in  the  poeseiuiDii  of  Sir  WUlUm  KfiUi  Bdl,  BuU] 

Vieiorr.  Maj  Idth,  1800,  off  Li^m. 
My  dear  Ball, 
My  lot  is  cast,  and  I  am  going  to  the  West  Indies,'  where, 
"Uiough  I  am  late,  yet  chance  may  have  given  them  a  bad  pas- 
uid  me  a  good  one :  I  must  hope  the  best.     A  number 
f  Troops  are   now   at  Lisbon ;    but,   except   tliat   they  i 
stined  for  the  Mediterranean,  I  know  nothing.     I  am  still 
lEry  unwell.     May  God  bless  you,  my  dear  Ball;  and  be 
'  I  am,  &c.  Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  REAR-ADMIRAL  GEORGE  CAMPBELL. 

[Frnm  Clarke  uid  M-Anhur.  vol.  ii.  p.  iOb.'i 

May  lOth.  18(13. 

Hero  we  are,  my  dear  Campbell,  clearing  Sir  John  Orde's 
msports,  which  Ifound  in  Lagos  Bay,  completing  ourselves 
five  months;  and  to-morrow  I  start  for  the  West  Indies, 
ippointment  has  worn  me  to  a  skclelun,  and  I  am,  in  good 

^th,  very,  very  far  from  well.  Sir  Richard  Bickcrton  rc- 
liDS  in   the  Mediterranean,  and  Admiral   Knight,   reports 

^,  is  to  command  at  Gibraltar.     lie  is  at  present  otfLiBboii 

of-Wtr.  uid  Ihar  *u  gnu  tonfonini  alleBdiog  tlwir  imbarkalHio,  uid  gruing  llM 
!<bipa  U  &«.  Tbc  FniKh  Shipi  mm  nffotei  Ut  «Uun  frns  TWift  tu  M(K10 
French  >>w>t*.  wbicb  wm  nM  la  b*  BoauDandaJ  bf  Otaetwl  LAtuiNOS.  Tte 
Id  is  Ik  rn— lui  ij  Adaant  OrartBa.  Tbm  <W«i 
■        -         -  -     -  -  i.U».**-BM«B 
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with  the  Convoy  of  Troops.  I  wish  he  would  conw 
but  he  has  been  deceived  by  false  information,  that  the 
bined  Squadrons  were  still  in  Cadiz — 1  wish  they  were;  hoi 
I  am  sorry  to  believe  they  are  now  in  the  West  Indies,  orj* 
off.     I  am,  &c.  MELeoN  akd  Bkontb. 


TO    THE    COMMANDER  OF   ANY   OF   HIS    MAJISTT'S    SHIPS  01 
VESSELS  IN  SEARCH  OF  THE  MEDrTEitRANEAN  SQUADBOS. 

[Fruin  ■  Copj  in  lUe  AdmirtllT.] 

Moal  Secret.  Vicwrj,  in  Ll^i  B»y.  lOtli  Way.  IMS. 

Sir, 

1  desire  to  acquaint  you  that  I  am  proceeding  with  tbc 
Squadron,'  under  my  command,  to  the  West  Indies,  in  aeard 
of  the  Enemy's  Fleet;  and  request  that  you  will,  witboui  i 
moment's  loss  of  time,  communicate  the  same  to  the  Li»di 
Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  and  to  the  Comraandcr- 
Chief  of  the  Channel  Fleet,  in  the  event  of  your  falling  in  with 
him.     I  am.  Sir,  &c.  Ndlson  and  Bhohts. 

N.B. — Barbadoes  will  be  the  first  place  I  shall  call  at 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ„  ADMIRALTY. 
[Antognpb,  in  Uie  posiession  olMrs.  Leake] 

Viotorr,  Mi;  lOlh,  190B- 
My  dear  Sir, 
I  hope  very  soon  to  thank  you  in  person  for  all  your  good< 
ness  to  me ;  and  that  you  wilt  see  me  a  Victor,  shall  be  the 
exertion  of,   my  dear   Sir,  your   most   obliged  and  faithful 
servant.  Nelson  ajud  Bronte. 

I  forgot  to  mention  that  the  Martin  Stoop'  goes  off  this  day 

'  Tbe  Squulron  witli  wliicb  I:ord  Nelson  punaed  the  Enemy's  Fleet  at  eighUU 
Sliips  of  the  Line  to  tbe  West  Indies,  coiuiaied  uiilj  of  ten  Slit  of  tlie  Line— tiiM 
Viclory,  Cnjiopns,  Superb,  Spencer.  Donegal,  Tigre,  Leviuban,  BeUei«Ie,CoDiiaRiiri 
and  SwiltAure;  and  tbrce  PrignleB,  Deeadf,  AmjtbiDn,  and  Amuau. 

'  The  Martin,  Obtain  H.  H.  Saiage,  oonveyed  nlelter  to  Loid  Seafortb,  Gomuf 
sf  Blrbtd(»eii,  "  nqnealing  hint,  in  case  Bouf-Aditiirnl  Couluane  sbould  oU  bt  U 
'fiAadoeg.  to  open  and  read  his  oHIciB]  letter,  thai  bad  been  arm  id  him.  U^ 
Intlld  reeommend  iu  bring  famaided  u  exprditiuualy  ax  possible  to  ibe  Bev- 
Uminl.  He  alio  earneatly  begged  tbat  an  embargo  might  he  laid  on  all  Teawb  •< 
Jarhidnea.  that  the  Enemy  might  uol  be  apprised  of  his  arriral,  and  llienb)'  ifiil 
isoape  trom  his  Fl  eel."— C/zirA^  a«d  AfArlhur.  vol,  ii.  p.  106. 
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lor  Barbadoes  to  Rear-Admiral  Cochrar.e,'  to  tell  bim  of  niy 
Approach.     Mention  it  to  tbc  Board. 

N.  ASD  B. 


rflgbnl 


TO  HEAH-ADMiriAL  KMOIIT. 


[From  CUrk«  iod  M'Aniiiir,  \d1.  il.  p.  407.  "MajlUL.  I..M 
nder  [lie  ■Uyiuil*  and  jib :  la  lumcb  and  all  boau,  Al  1030,  s 
IpnuiL  Al  Noon.  Squadron  in  caiu|iaii>-.  r.M.  Al  i,  came  iaia  ilia  Squadma 
K.H.  8bip  Qnrtu,  Rnr- Admiral  KuigliT,  irUo  stlMei  «iiU  eleieu  [Qy.  17]  giiit% 
Mdch  «t  nturunl  vitb  iblrUfn.  H,  M.  Sbip  Dragan  slid  a  Coiivej  or  Tranil>orta 
iUaid.  Idania  puled.  Qnren,  Ito^fll  Snvereign,  Dngno.  aud  Tranaponi  parted. 
h DM.  bore  np  and  mode  soil.  Cape  8l.  YincFM  N.V.'.  Lr  >.,  disladce  T  Irnguei." 
-Hrturj-i  Leg.'] 


Miiv 


llih,  ll-tVi. 


My  dear  Admiral, 

I  have  only  to  recommend,  in  order  to  make  sure  of  your 

<afe  arrival,  that  you  do  not  go  near  the  land  between  Cadi?. 

*nd  Cape  Trafalgar ;  but  get,  as  soon  as  you  can,  into  tbe 

latitude  of  Cape  Spartel,  before  you  run  for  the  Strait's  Moulb. 

-f'Vnd  I  must  beg  most  seriously  to  call  your  attention,  to  carry 

Vbe  Convoy  safe  into  Gibraltar  from  the  numerous  Gun-boats 

nod  Privateers  which  cover  the  Straits:  1  bog,  therefore,  la 

»-ecommend,  ihnt  the  Convoy  is  not  carried  near  Tariffa,  or 

^'abrita  Point,  but  kept  in  the  middle  of  the  Gut,  until  Gib- 

k^tar  bears  N.N.E.     The  being  drove  to  the  Eastward  is  of 

»io  consequence  if  it  should  be  calm,  any  \'pssel  may  work 

■with  ease  round  Europa  Point.     And  there  is  only  one  thing 

more  that  I  think  it  my  duly  to  recommend,  which  is,  that 

the  Men-of-War  arc  not  suffered  to  anchor  until  every  Vessel 

of  the  Convoy  is  anchored ;  for  you  may  rely,  that  a  serious 

attack  will  be  made  upon  any  stragglers,  or  on  the  last  Ships 

^Hf  llie  Convoy,  if  there  should  be  little  wind.     I  am,  &c. 

^^m  Nk\.sos  akd  Bronte. 

I 


TO  WILUAM  MAUSUr.N,  ESQ.,  ADMIRALIY. 


Sir, 


r,  off  Cufie  St-  Vhiitar,  11th  M^,l^ 


In  answer  to  your  letter,  this  moment  received 
the  Disposition  of  the  I'ieet  under  my  conimand, 
been  transmitted  to  you  since  June  last,  I  muflt  di 
acquaint  you,  for  tlic  information  of  the  Lords  Commit 
of  the  Admiralty,  that  having  expected  pcrmiMion 
to  England  for  the  benefit  of  my  health,  about  the  1 
of  Septeml>cr  last,  or  early  in  October,  I  intended  fo 
this  paper  on  quitting  the  Mediterranean,  that  their ' 
might  see  tlie  Disposition  of  the  Fleet  at  that  period 
the  13th  of  October  you  were  put  in  possessioa 
Squadron  placed  under  Sir  Richard  Strachan,  oiil 
Straits,  and  perfectly  knew  the  force  I  had  detained  iii 
Gut,  fur  the  protection  of  our  Trade  and  comfort  of  the  G^ 
rison,  as  well  as  those  placed  at  Malta,  uudcr  the  Scniff 
Officer,  for  the  various  duties  of  the  Archi)>elj^o  and  Adriatic; 
and  that  a  Ship  of  the  Line  was  at  Naples  fur  the  prolectiflO 
of  that  place.  I,  therefore,  considering  myself  as  constantly  oo 
the  eve  of  quitting  the  Mediterranean,  fi>r  the  time  being  with- 
held the  Disposition  above-mentioned,  conceiving,  [it]  unJa 
the  circumstances  before-stated,  to  be  of  Utile  ciingcqucnc& 
Admiral  Campbell's  going  home  slili  procrustinatcd  my  relum; 
the  sudden  movement  of  the  French  Fleet  from  Touloo 
having  led  me  to  Egypt,  and  the  idea  that  they  would  agaia 
put  to  sea,  previous  to  the  end  of  April,  induced  mc  un  PJ 
return  to  reserve  the  Disposition  of  the  Fleet  till  it  should  U 
transferred  to  Sir  llichard  Bickerton,  about  that  time,  wiicnl 
waa  satisfied  they  would  not  attempt  any  Esiwdiiion.  And  I 
must  here  remark  that,  the  Amphion  having  been  talcaa  ft 
England  with  ihe  Trcasure-S!ii|)s  by  Captain  Graham  Mooi^ 
and  the  Medusa  very  prujwrly  sent  home  with  the  Spanuii 
Frigate  Matilda  by  Sir  Richard  Strachan,  the  Niger  aflet^ 
wards  sent  to  England  by  Sir  John  Orde,  and  other  inle^ 
ferences  at  Gibraltar  bj  Senior  Captains  of  his  Squadron,  in 
sending  the  Sliips  under  my  command  on  services  not  intended 
for  them  by  me,  made  the  arrangements  I  had  detemuoed 
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apoQ  in  that  quarter  so  uncertain,  that  it  became  s  matter  of 
duubt  whether  those  Ships  sent  to  Gibraltar  would  ever  rejoin 
tte.  Under  these  uncertain  and  unpleasant  circumstances,  I 
tiiist  their  Lordi^hips  will  not  consider  the  Disposition  of  the 
Fleet's  not  being  duly  sent,  as  neglectful,  but  owing  tu  the 
riitsons  before  stilted. 

I  herewith  transmit  you  the  Disposition  of  the  Ships  left  in 
[lie  Mediterranean,  under  Rear-Adniiral  Sir  Richard  Bicker- 
ion,  on  the  6tb  instant,  which  you  will  be  pleased  tu  lay  before 
lire  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  for  their  informa- 
tion, and  acquaint  them  that  I  have  sent  the  Rear-Admiral 
your  letter  on  this  subject,  that  due  regard  may  be  paid  to  it 
b  future. 

Inclosed  is  a  copy  of  my  order  of  the  18th  of  April,  to  the 
Uonourable  Captain  Capcl,  which,  together  with  the  copy  of 
my  order  of  the  olh  instant,  and  of  the  schedule  that  accom- 
panied my  letter  to  you  of  the  6th  of  this  month,  seat  by  the 
Wasp  Sloop,  will  put  their  Lordships  in  the  full  possession  of 
all  the  arrangements  made  by  me  in  the  Mediterranean, 
previous  to  my  quitting  it,  which,  I  hope,  will  meet  their  ap- 
probation.    I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

Nelsoh  and  Bronte. 


l 

I  havt 


TO  WILLIAM  JIARSDEN.  ESQ.,  ADMIRALTY". 
[OriKiul,  in  iha  AdinirnllT.] 

Victory,  off  Citp«  Si.  Viacent,  lllliM><i,  1609. 


have  this  moment  received  your  letter  of  the  20th  of 
March  last,  transmitting  me  by  direction  of  the  Lords  Com- 
missioners of  the  Adniirally,  a  copy  of  the  sentence  of  & 
Coun-Manial  held  on  Captain  Bennett,  of  His  Majesty's  Ship 
Tribune,  and  also  of  the  opinion  of  the  Law  Officers  thereon. 
Tour  letter,  also,  of  the  above  date,  with  fitly  copies  of  u  list 
containing  the  Names  of  the  Ships  and  Vessels  with  their 
reapeclive  Numbers,  which  have  been  added  to  hia  Majesty's 
Navy  since  the  13th  December  Inst,  has  likewise  been  re- 
ceived, and  shall  be  duly  issued  agreeably  to  their  Lordships' 
direction.  Vour  several  other  letters  with  the  Comnussione, 
Lc  therein  mentioned,  I  have  sent  by  the  Queen  to  Rear- 
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Admiral  Sir  Richard  Bickcrlon,  nlio  will,  conet^qiii 
knowleil(;;e  them,  and  put  their  Lordships'  insLnicdi 
effect,     I  am,  &c. 

Nelsok  asd  I 


TO  VISCOUNT  SIDMOUTII. 

[AnlDgraph,  in  the  Sidmoiilli  P^wrs.] 

Viclorr,  off  Cipe  SL  Yincem,  ilnj  I  lih,  IStO. 
My  dear  Lord, 

The  Portuguese  Admiral  Campbell  gave  me  a  letter  for  yon, 
which  I  have  put  in  the  Admiralty  packet ;  but  I  canuot  alio* 
it  to  go  without  writing  jou  a  line.  Notwithatandingmy  veij, 
very  indifferent  state  of  health,  various  other  circumsEanm 
(which  I  shall  tell  you  when  we  meet)  and  my  leave  of 
ahsencc  to  go  to  England,  1  cannot  forego  the  desire  of  gcttii^ 
if  possible,  at  the  Enemy;  and,  therefore,  I  this  day  sieerfbr 
the  West  ludies.  My  lot  seems  to  have  been  hard,  and  the 
Enemy  most  fortunate  ;  hut  it  may  turn, — patience  and  per- 
severance will  do  much. 

I  shall  see  you  very  soon,  and,  I  hope,  a  V'ictor ;  that  it  shall 
be  so,  nothing  shall  be  wanting  on  the  part  of,  my  dear  Lori. 
your  most  faithful  friend, 

Nelsox  axd  Bhoste. 


TO  WILLIAM  MAHSDEN'.  ESQ.,  ADMIRALTY. 

[Anto^ph,  in  tlie  poasession  ol  Mrs.  LeiLe,] 

Virlory,  MB:r  IJib,  1»05.  3«  Uaerafn  Ihiin  Uidcin- 
My  dear  Sir, 
1  am  very  much  obliged  by  your  friendly  letter  of  Apfl 
17th.  Under  the  most  Berious  consideration  which  I  cin 
give  from  all  I  hear,  I  rather  think  that  the  West  Indies  murt 
he  the  destination  of  the  Combined  Squailrons,  A  trip  "> 
England  would  have  been  far  more  ngrecahle,  nnd  more  ncecS" 
sary  for  my  slate  of  health ;  hut  I  put  self  out  of  the  question 
tipon  these  occasions.  And,  although  it  may  he  said  I  BiK 
unlucky,  it  never  shall  be  said  that  I  am  inactive,  or  sparing  o* 
myself;  and  surely  it  will  not  be  fancied  I  am  on  a  party  f" 
pleasure,  running  after  eighteen   ^ail  of  the  Line  with  tcib 
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(hat  to  the  West  Indies.     However,  I  know  that  patience 
peneverance  will  do  much ;  and  if  they  are  not  there,  the 
n  will  be  again  off  Cadiz  by  the  end  of  June — in  short, 
the  Enemy  can  know  where  I  am  gone  to ;  and  then  I 
proceed  immediately  to  England,  leaving  such  a  force  as 
Service  requires ;  and  as  the  Board  will  know  where  the 
y  are,  I  shall  hope  to  receive  their  orders  off  Cape  St. 
lucent,  should  I  return,  from  their  not  being  in  the  West 
I  shall  trouble  you  with  a  few  letters,  and  be  assured 
^ftat  I  am,  my  dear  Sir,  your  most  faithful  and  obliged,  humble 

Nelson  and  Bbonte. 


TO  EARL  CA3IDEX,  K.G. 
[Oiigiiul,  in  Uie  Colonial  Office.] 

Victory,  Mtr  Uth,  1805. 

My  Lord, 
I  was  honoured  with  your  letter  of  March  29th,*  in  which 
yoiir  Lordship  is  pleased  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  my 
letter  to  the  Dey  of  Algiers,  and  my  instructions  to  Captain 
Keats,  and  to  apjuxwe ;  but,  from  the  shortness  of  my  letter, 
think  that  a  former  one  must  have  miscarried.  I  send  your 
Lordship  a  copy  of  the  one  I  wrote  you  a  few  days  before  the 

*  '•'  TO   riGE-ADXfL&L  TlftCOUyi    SLLM>y,  E.B. 

"*  Downing  Street,  29tL  March,  1^05. 
••MyLori. 

"  I  have  RcriTc^  too-  Loritbip  t  IttKr  of  the  2rid  of  Jasnarr,  irclcmng  joar 
inttractioBK  to  Caftmm  Ems.  iu  wtnt^wt^tt  of  tLe  41wp«!cb  I  wrote  to  joar  Lord- 
ship, wiier  iatut  the  '2Cnh  dar  'A  fJCjA^n  la»L,  %:i[uif}'iu^  Lift  MiyeMj's  pkaavn 
w>p>«Ciny U*  coatoet  cihi*  Hs^xieu  :!>?  I>e;  of  .i!f  ler».  aad  tLe  yrjr»'y^naal  mffOiat- 
■WBl.of  Ifr.  Cartwnflit  to  W  Coti^"!  Vi  tl^at  B^ft^rvrj.  I  eriiiielT  an*^>re  «f  tlir 
faacrvctioaa  y»9  Lev*  pTeau  Ur  Cay^si  Ikfrict.  tai  ea&  Imm  xA^oxA/t  Vut  tl^Dfrof 
Algim  viD  drterMSr  ark»/v>idf»  hit  M^evtT*  rrm.-ivw  c '.•adeMesiriv:  ia  tiie 
tcras  he  hv  O0nt4.  saksw  tJU  i£t  Arn'Jt  vf  L'/»>ti>  «r>02«rll»  tLaH  Lc«e  rensaAH 
hia  lo  Rjecs  eietr  aeaihttre  c^  r*-iP>'.ij(L,\iu<!-  tn-^^^jwj^'i'.'i^ 

'«— SttoJ  to  tcsl  anr  IrtMv  iv  tU^  IM7  \^  AJ«:A-n.  9iii  iiii«ruro-.>itt  u  CafCKii 
I  BOW  he;  leare  M/  lvr«  vi  tMruL.      Jt.  iun»4<.e^.  iitiitiriu:*  uonar  ic>  si^.  uoe 
fgr%kamm  koer  froM  vvv  L«e4t>iii|  iuuk:  Lr*«  autoirrJiiA.  ■»  Lue  Modcsce  I  La*« ' 

10  hc;lBe.  CsMifiw.' — Oriy»>ri,  a  viit  j»wji<*wia  iif  uie  £ipa 


one  to  nhicti  you  allude,  which  I  should  think  must  hstt 
been  received.  I  owd,  in  sending  iudusures  which  are  In 
speak  fur  themselves,  I  considered  it  would  be  a  waoton  niMe 
of  joiir  Lordship's  time  to  enter  into  anj  detail;  for  llii> 
reason  I  have  not  done  more  than  sending  you  the  last  letOB 
from  Sardinia,  having  finished,  loditfercnt  Ministers,  all  tball 
can  find  to  say  upon  the  importance  of  Great  Britain  being  in 
possession  of  it ;  and,  tts  I  expected  to  be  at  home  very  k«g 
before  this  time,  1  could  have  answered  any  questions  vlu^ 
might  have  been  asked  me.  I  now,  therefore,  beg  that  yont 
Lordship  will  not  attribute  my  short  letters  to  any  olte 
motive,  than  not  taking  up  your  time  in  reading  a  long  letJtt 
upon  nothing,  than  wbtcb,  I  know  from  experience,  nothii^ 
can  be  more  teasing. 

I  shall  address  myself  in  another  letter  upon  the  subject  of 
General  Sir  James  Craig's  instructions,  which  I  have  sent  to 
Sir  Kicburd  Bickcrion.  I  have  a  report  that  another  attempt 
has  been  made  to  assassinate  the  Dey  of  Algiers,  and  that  he 
lost  three  of  his  lingers,  lie  is,  I  fancy,  very  unpopulai. 
I  am,  &c 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

I  saw,  for  a  moment,  your  nephew,  Mr.  Jaines,'  iu  bisne* 
coat.     He  says  he  likes  his  new  profession. 


TO  EARL  CAMDEN,  K.G.  ^H 

[Original,  in  Hit  CoIdiubI  Office.]  ^^| 

Viciorj,  M>;  IlEh,  IM 
My  Lord, 
In  the  afternoon  of  May  llth,  1  received  your  LonUup'a 
letter  of  March  28th,'  and  a  copy  of  Sir  James  Craig's  in- 


'■  Friiate.  "  Arlingtan  Straet,  March  28lh.  tfiW 

"MjLord. 
"  Tour  Inrdship  will  teocive,  wilh  the  dinpwclie*  ntieh  itiU  be  forwuileii  to  »*> 
(torn  Uie  Adminllf,  tlie  oopf  of  m;  inslruoiiona  to  Sir  Juses  Crug.  wbloti  ■tl' 
■ppriee  yom  Lardslup  of  ibr  liews  vith  wbich  Ibnl  Offiffr  is  kdI  Lo  loiiE  the  (Ml 
mtiiHl  of  bi>   Miijettji'i  Troopa  in  tbr  Msdilemiwnn,     1  rHnnnl 
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ztioDB,  which,  aflcr  reading,  I  forwarded  in  ten  minutes  to 

Eir-Adntiral  Sir  Kicjjard  Bickertun,  wlio  I  left  at  Gibraltar, 

t  he  might  be  ready  to  co-operate  with  Sir  James,'  as  I  am 

ing  to  the  West  ludiea  jii  seareli  of  the  Enemy's  Fleet, 

Kith,  respect  to  our  taking  possession  of  Messina,  or  any  part 

r  the  Island  of  Sicily,  as  it  vras  not  done  when  the  first 

Bench  Soldier  set  his  foot  into  the  Neapolitan  Dominions,  it 

juld  now  cause  the  taking  pos^ssion  of  the  City  of  Naples 

I  the  whole  Kingdom;  therefore,  unless  tLe  French  make 

r  tnovcments  for  an  attack  upon  Sicily,  or  arc  in  the  act  of 

■ing  possession  of  Naples,  any  interference  of  our  Troops 

1  never  be  consented  to  by  the  King  of  Naples,  as  it  would 

iBlen  the  downfal  of  so  fine  a  portion  of  his  Dominions ;  hut 

jie  event  of  the  French  coining  toNnples,  ourTroops  would 

kxeceived  in  Sicily  with   much  pleasure  and  gratitude,  as 

ring  from  the  French  Devils  the  Island  of  Sicily.     Sir  John 

ton,  I  know,  thinks  Sicily  perfectly  safe  against  a  coup, 

1  that  Messina  would  be  defended:  so  it  miglit,  very  easily, 

if  the  Officers  are  faithful  to  their  Sovereign,  which  I  very 

much  doubt  is  not  the  case  with  all  of  them.     The  men  will 

do  tlicir  duty  if  well  commanded. 

If  I  had  not  been  in  pursuit  of  the  Enemy's  Fleet,  I  should 
have  been,  at  this  moment,  in  England,  having  had  my  leave 
from  Ocloher  6th,  1804  ;  hnt  self  Is  out  of  the  question  when 
I  am  after  the  Enemy.  I  have  only  to  again  rci^uebt  that 
Sardinia,  its  position,  and  importance,  may  be  duly  appreciated 
before  the  French  possess  it ;  then  we  may  lameni,  hut  in  vain, 
the  loss  of  it.     I  have,  &c.. 

Nelson  and  Biionte. 

tbftt  dispBlcbes  in  reacb  joii,  uniioeoin]iiinied  by  n  privMe  aDlniDiiUilgiB«Dl  from 
intudr,  ef  lite  ouuGdence  I  bBTs  in  your  Lordalrip's  bemrtj  co-Opcntiun  vith  Sit 
.IwuB  Qnig,  in  n-hiUeier  amy  liesl  CDQiigce  to  the  odruiUga  of  his  Uiijaaxj'l 
Hetiiet.  Yuiir  Lurdaliip'a  InngFijicneDFe  ld  tbue  seu,  an  tbe  sbom  at  nbich  8ii 
luniks  »  to  ict,  uii  your  imitnate  knowledge  uf  Naples  and  Sicily  nil!  n 


m 
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CKllol    « 

ir  Juaei  Cntig  will  join  yaii  witli  everj  dixpoailiou  Bud 

1  liate  Ihe  Uouoai  to  temiiu,  &o. — Cllll>E^■" — Aul 
ilic  Rigbt  HoDoomblB  .TuUu  Viihoa  Groker. 
ipneral  Sir  Jurats  Crug,  K.B..  died  *  ftiU  Genera!  ii 
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TO  ALEXAXDER  DAVISON,  ESQ. 

[Antognph.  in  iUp  poueiwan  arCaloDcl  DtiiaMB.] 

ViFton..  Mat  I4th,  IHO.V- 10  l«eues  E.N.C.  fton  HOtn 

My  tJ<?ar  Davison, 

1  received  by  Lieutenant  M'Keniie  of  the  Queen,  on  Mn 
II  til,  your  letters  of  Ajiril  2ncl  and  lOili,  for  which,  and  the 
newspapers,  I  thank  you ;  and  althoiinh  I  do  not  know  wIko 
this  letter  may  po,  still  I  shall  have  it  prepared,  in  case  we 
meet  any  Vessel  bound  to  England. 

Your  goodness  in  paying  ihc  bills  for  Merton,  I  am  most 
tnily  sensible  of,  and  I  wish  I  had  my  account  to  any  given 
period,  that  I  might  arrange  and  pay  it  off ;  or,  at  least,  reduce 
it.  But  I  have  not  got  either  it,  or  the  account  from  the 
Banking-house.  I  don't  clearly  understand  what  you  mesa 
about  the  necessity  of  my  signing  a  Power  of  Attorney  to  jou, 
as  Agent  for  the  Orion,  I  believe  I  did  sign  the  Power  fot 
the  .\inphionj  if  not  for  the  Victory;  but  it  is  unneccs^aiy, 
and  not  customary  for  Admirals  to  interfere  in  the  ^^nts 
appointed  by  ihc  Captors ;  at  least,  the  Flag-OflBcers  ia  the 
Mediterranean  have  never  signed  any  Power  of  Attorney  f« 
particular  Prizes.  Wo  have  given  to  my  Secretary,  as  the 
person  who  is  customary,  and  knows  all  the  capiurc!?  made, 
a  Power  to  receive  the  Flag  eighth ;  and  he  collects  it  from 
all  the  ditTcrcnt  Agents  where  the  Pri:!e  may  be  sold,  and  be 
distributes  it  in  proportion,  according  to  the  number  of  Fla^ 
Officers  on  ihc  station  at  the  time  of  the  capture.  But  I  cef 
tainly  intended  that  you  should  receive  my  proportion  of 
Prize-Moncy  for  the  Orion;  and  therefore,  in  case  I  have 
not  signed  the  Power,  1  sen<l  an  order  for  Marsh  antl  Creed, 
if  they  have  received  it,  to  pay  it  to  you,  that  it  may  help  to 
reduce  my  account  with  you ;  and  I,  again  and  again,  entreat 
that  I  may  haie  it  the  nionient  of  my  arrival,  in  order  that 
I  may  tiikc  measures  to  pay  it  off,  which  I  shall  do  with 
much  pleasure,  and  many,  many  thanks ;  and  you  ought  lo 
cliargc  the  interest.  So  much  for  business,  which  ought  to  be 
often  settled  between  the  dearest  friemls. 

I  believe  Lord  Melville  would  have  been  a  good  friend  to 
the  Navy ;  and,  therefore,  am  sorry  he  is  out.  I  have  no  idea 
of  his  pocketing  the  Public  money.     I  sincerely  hope  ihew 
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inquisitors  will  not  6nd  fault  with  your  numerous  Public 
Accounts;  but  I  believe  jou  are  regular,  and  therefore,  1  hope, 
from  nij-  bearl,  may  defy  them.  How  is  Nepcnn?  Remember 
me  to  liim.  And,  by  ibis  time,  I  congratulate  you  upon  your 
return  to  St.  James's  Square,  where  I  hope  you  will  live  many 
years ;  and  that  I  shall  often  breakfast  with  you,  is  the  sincere 
wish  of,  my  dear  Davison,  your  truly  obliged  and  faithful 
friend. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  WILLIAM  HASLEttOOD,  ESQ. 

[Aoiogrtph,  in  (be  pos^tssioD  of  HbtI  Keliou.l 

Violory,  Mov  IDlli,  IgOS.  I 

It  is  my  desire  that  Mrs.  Gibson*  is  given  an  annuity  of 
twenty  pounds  a-jear,  when  that  she  gives  up  my  adopted 
ilatighlcr,  Horatia  Nelson  Thompson,  to  the  guardianship  of 
my  dear  friend,  Lady  Emma  Hamilton,  and  promises  not  lo    ■ 

I  have  anything  more  to  do  with  the  child,  cither  directly  or 
indirectly ;  and  I  leave  my  estate  chargeable  with  this  annuity. 
Nelson  and  Bhontg, 


TO  LADY  HAMILTON. 


[Aalogisph,  in  tlie  poises 


Se^  >r«v 


My  dearest  Lady  Hamilton, 
As  it  is  my  desire  to  lake  my  adopted  dauglilcr,  Horatia 
Nelson  Thompson,  from  under  the  cure  of  Mrs.  Gibson,  and 
to  place  licr  under  your  guardianship,  in  order  that  she  may 
be  properly  educated  and  brought  up,  I  have,  therefurc,  most 
earnestly  to  entreat  that  you  will  undertake  this  charge ;  and 
as  it  is  my  intention  to  allow  Mrs.  Gibson,  as  a  free-will  offer- 
ing; from  myself,  (she  having  no  claim  upon  me,  having  been 
^idarly  paid  for  her  care  of  the  child,)  the  sum  of  twenty 
Uands  a-ycar,  for  the  term  of  her  natural  life ;  and  I  mean 
t  should  commence  when  the  child  is  delivered  to  you.     But 
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should  Mrs.  Gibson  endeavour,  upon  any  pretence,  to  keeptn; 
adopted  dnughtcr  auy  longer  in  her  care,  then  I  do  not  bold 
Diysell'  butiTid  to  (five  her  one  farthing;  and  I  sdiall,  most 
probably,  take  other  mcasuics. 

I  ehail  write  to  Mr.  Haslewood,  npon  your  telling  him  tkn 
you  have  received  the  child,  to  settle  the  imniuty  upon  Hn. 
Gibson  ;  and  if  yon  think  Mi^  Connor  disposed  lo  be  llie 
governed  of  Uoratin,  I  will  make  her  any  allowance  ftrbcc 
trouble  which  you  may  think  proper.  I,  again  and  ogsOi 
my  dearest  friend,  request  yonr  care  of  my  adopted  daugbtcTi 
whom  I  pray  God  to  bless.  I  am  ever,  for  ever,  my  deH 
Lady  Hamilton,  your  most  faithful  and  aDcctionale, 

NBt.£OX  AND  BbOI 


TU  CAPTAIN  KEATS,  H.  M.  SHIP  Sl'PEHU. 

HAulognpli,  iu  Ihe  iiDiM'i.^iou  of  iLr  lipvireiid  Richanl  KnUs.] 


My  dear  Keats, 
I  Bin  fearful  that  you  may  think  that  the  Superb  does  not 
go  so  fast  as  I  could  wish.  However  that  may  he,  (tor  if  we 
all  went  ten  knots,  I  should  not  think  it  fast  enough,)  yet  I 
would  have  you  he  assured  that  1  know  and  feel  that  the 
Superb  does  all  which  is  possible  for  a  Sliip  to  accomplish; 
and  I  desire  thai  you  will  not  tret  upon  the  occasion.  I  hope, 
and  indeed  feel  confident,  that  very  soon  you  will  help  me 
to  secure  the  Majesteus."  I  think  we  have  been  from  Cape 
St.  Vincent  very  fortiiniite,  and  shall  be  in  the  West  Indies 
time  enough  to  secure  Jamnica,  which  I  think  is  their  objecL 
Whatever  may  happen,  believe  me  ever,  my  dear  Kcals,^ui 
most  obliged  and  sincere  (iiend. 

Nelson  and  Bbontc. 

'  The  "  Majesleiii*'  iloeE  iiol,  lion  ever.  HjiiieBT  lo  hmp  formed  on*  oDbF  T>tBcli 
l^iliimlron.  ivl>i«b  cantiKtnd  at  Le  BiictnlMir,  SO,  Vina  Aitmlnl  Viltcncuiv ;  Ll  Fa^ 
nldoU*,  HO,  fiear  Ailiiurnl  Uumnuoir;  Lf  NeiXuno,  r>0;  L'lD>luiupL«t)U  SOi  U 
I'lui.no.74:  LAHaa,  Jl:  Le  Swiftsnre,  "1?  Lo  Mpni  liliac,  74 ;  L'luirepito, "i; 
Lc  8ti|uoD,  Jl :  Lf  Drrnkli.  ~i :  uid  L'AIgle,  T4 ;  tr\ftal  Frigxic*,  ui  tn 
Bn'gs:  filEaihtSpiiDiBliSbipii-'tbeATjioniiitman.AdmirtlUnvinn;  LftT(t1M,Wl 
Lfl  Tcrrtbte.  ^0;  Sun  [)ai>WI,  W;  Sun  Jngo  del  AmeiicD,  M;  Su  Jigo  del 
%*tBM,li;  uHl  one  Ftigale.  Two  nore  of  the  Frencb  Soil  uf  ibc  Liw.tbe  Alfr- 
ri(H«UIA«liillo.  joined  (he  Eqiitdron  fthoni  ihc  Itli  of  Jtinr,  offMartani^ik 


"••»- 1 


f,  48.]  LETTERS.  443     ' 

May  27ih. — I  have  missed  yeaterday  the  opportunity  of 
sending  my  letter,  wrote  long  agit,  as  you  will  see.  We  shall 
be  at  Bitrbiidoea  the  3rd  or  4lh  June;  and  I  hope  Cochrane 
will  be  able  to  give  us  eveiy  information  about  the  Enemy. 
I  still  think  Jamaica  is  their  object;  but  many  think  that 
SiirinKm,  Trinidada;  and  Baynluti,  that  they  will  land  their 
Troops  at  the  City  of  San  ])omingo.  In  short,  every  one  has 
XD  opinion  ;  but  it  will  soon  he  beyond  doubt.  Our  passage, 
although  not  very  quick,  has  been  far  from  a  bad  one.  They 
started  from  Cadiz  thirty-one  days  before  we  did  from  Si, 
Vincent,  and  I  think  we  shall  gain  fourteen  days  upon  them 
in  the  pasaatfe;  therefore,  they  will  only  iin'ive  seventeen 
Java  before  us  at  Martinicu,  for  I  suppose  them  bound  there. 
I  shall  not  anchor  at  Barbadoes.  Martin,  you  know,  is  gone 
there  :  and  I  have  prayed  Lord  Scaforth"  to  hiy  an  embargo, 
(bat  the  French  may  not  know  of  my  approach,  and  thus  again 
elude  our  vigilance.  My  mind  is  not  altered  that  Egypt  was 
ihcir  destination  last  January.     Ever  yours  faithfully. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


PLAN  OF  AITACK. 

ID  Clirke  uld  M'ArtliUr,  vol.  it,  p.  1J7.  wlio  aliile  Uiul  i[  wiw  takeu  Itom  Iht 
e  Si.  Vidteni  Put*",  "mi  tliBt  ii  *bb  ilmwn  op  l>y  Lord  Ne1s*n  during 
Ik  pimail  or  lli«  FkhcIi  Fleet  to  lU«  West  ItulieH.] 

The  business  of  an  English  Commandcr-in-Chitf  being 
t  to  bring  an  Enemy's  Vlect  to  Battle,  on  the  moat  ndvan- 
^ous  terms  to  himself,  (I  mean  that  of  laying  his  Ships 
close  on  board  the  Enemy,  as  expeditiously  as  possible ;)  and 
secondly,  to  continue  them  there,  w  ithout  sepHraling,  until  the 
business  is  decided ;  I  am  sensible  beyond  this  object  it  is  not 
necessary  that  I  should  say  a  word,  being  fully  assured  that 
the  Admirals  and  Captains  of  ihe  Fleet  1  have  the  honour  to  , 
,  .command,  will,  knowing  my  precise  object,  that  ol'  a  dose 
\  decisive  Battle,  supply  any  deficiency  in  my  not  making 
jnals;  which  may,  if  extended  beyond  these  objects,  either 
e  misunderslood,  or,  if  waited  for,  very  probably,  from  various 
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causes,  be  JDipossible  lor  the  Commander-in-Chief  to  mak«; 
therefore,  it  will  only  be  requisite  for  me  to  state,  in  as  few 
wunla  as  poGstble,  the  varintis  modes  in  which  it  mav  be 
necessary  for  me  to  obtain  my  object,  on  which  depends,  not 
only  the  honour  and  glory  of  our  Country,  but  possiblrtU 
safety,  and  with  it  that  of  all  Europe,  from  French  tynnof 
and  oppression. 

If  the  two  Fleets  arc  both  willing  to  fi^ht,  bnt  little 
mancEuvrin^  is  necessary ;  the  leas  the  better; — a  day  is  sooo 
lost  in  that  business :  therefore  I  will  only  suppose  that  the 
Enemy's  Fleet  being  to  leeward,  standing  close  npon  a  wind 
on  the  starboard  tack,  and  that  I  am  nearly  ahead  of  tbeni, 
standing  on  the  larboard  la<.'k,  of  course  I  shoult]  wcatbei 
them.  The  weather  must  be  supposed  to  be  moderate;  for 
if  it  he  a  gale  of  wind,  the  mantcuvring  of  both  Fleets  is  but 
of  little  arail,  and  probably  no  decisive  Action  would  take 
place  with  the  whole  Fleet-  Two  modes  present  themsckes: 
one  to  stand  on,  just  out  of  gun-shol,  until  the  Van-Ship  of 
my  Line  would  be  about  the  ccnire  Ship  of  ibc  Enemy,  then 
make  the  signal  to  wear  together,  then  bear  up,  engage  with 
all  our  fiirce  the  six  or  five  Van-Ships  of  the  Enemy,  pacing, 
certainly,  if  opportunity  offered,  through  their  Line.  This 
would  jircvent  their  bearing  up,  and  the  Action,  from  the 
known  bravery  and  conduct  of  the  Admirals  and  Captains, 
would  certainly  be  decisive:  the  second  or  third  Rear-Ships 
of  the  Enemy  would  act  as  they  please,  and  our  Ships  would 
give  a  gooil  account  uf  them,  should  they  persist  in  mixing 
with  our  Ships.  The  other  mode  would  be,  to  stand  tinder 
an  easy  but  commanding  sail,  directly  for  their  bcodmwt 
Ship,  so  as  to  prevent  the  Enemy  from  knowing  whether  I 
bhould  pass  to  leeward  or  windward  of  him.  In  that  situation, 
I  would  make  the  signal  to  engage  tbc  Enemy  to  leeward, 
aud  to  cut  through  their  Fleet  about  the  sixth  Ship  from  the 
Van,  passing  very  close ;  they  being  on  a  wind,  and  you  going 
lai^e,  could  cut  their  Line  when  you  please.  The  Van-SbJpe 
of  the  Enemy  woidd,  by  the  time  our  Rear  came  abreast  of 
the  Van-Ship,  be  severely  cut  up,  and  our  Van  could  not 
expect  to  escape  damage.  I  would  then  have  our  Bear  Ship, 
ar  hip  in   succession,   wear,   continue  the  Action 

*  Van-Ship,  or  second  Ship,  as  it  might  ^pear 
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»st  eligible  from  her  crippled  stale ;  and  this  mode  pursued, 
lee  nothing  to  prevent  tlic  capture  of  the  five  or  six  Ships 
ktbe  Enemy's  Van.  The  two  or  three  Ships  of  the  Enemy's 
tar  must  either  bear  up,  or  wear;  and,  in  either  case, 
iiough  tbey  wunid  be  in  a  better  plight  probably  than  our 
s  Van-Shi])8  (now  the  Rear)  yet  they  would  he  sepanitedi 
1  distance  to  leeward,  so  as  to  give  our  Ships  time  to 
refit ;  and  by  that  time,  I  believe,  the  Bailie  w  oidd,  from  the 
judgment  of  the  Admiral  and  CHplains,  be  over  witli  the  rest 
of  tlicin.  Signals  from  these  moments  arc  nselcBS,  when  every 
maa  is  disposed  to  do  his  duty.  The  groat  object  is  fur  tis  to 
support  each  other,  and  to  keep  close  to  the  Enemy,  and  to 
leeward  of  him. 

If  the  Enemy  arc  running  away,  then  the  only  signals 
necessary  mil  be,  lo  engage  the  Enemy  as  arriving  up  with 
them ;  and  the  other  Ships  to  pass  on  for  the  second,  third, 
&c.  giving,  if  possible,  a  close  (ire  into  the  Enemy  in  passing, 
taking  care  lo  give  our  Ships  engaged,  notice  of  your  in- 
tention. 


TO  WILLIAM  MAItSDKX,  ESQ,,  ADMlliALIY. 

r  [AalflgMplii  iu  iLe  Adiuirnliy,  "  Jime  yiil.  a.m.  AI  H"il>,  Ampliion  siiokc  l«a 
Ti  Merelianl  8liip«,  [from  ttliom,  Mconliiig  In  Clarke  wiJ  M-Arlhnr,  Lord 
iBlMTnl  tItM  ibeErench  Fleet  vu  in  Uie  WrM  Indict. J  Jiidf  4ih.  A.M.  At 
nw  ttie  Island  ol  Bvbadon,  bearing  VTrit  per  compaiii,  dintauoe,  »ix  or  wven 
1 J).  H.  M.  Sliip  Nnclhumbcrlanil,  Itcsr  Adniirnl  Coclinuie,  al  ancLar  in 
■Ssle  Bay,  who  Hluied  wiih  13  grun*,  which  wu  returned  nitb  IL  The  Fort 
alulnl  willi  1.1  gnns,  which  wia  reLurneJ  wiili  an  eflual  numher.  r.M, 
k  l-AO,  aucboml  in  Cnrlinle  Bnv.  Btrbad»e>.    H.  ftl.  Ship  Siwrtinle  joinad."— 

Viclorv,  oir  Carlisle  Bnr,  Jnne  llh,  leo.t. 

Sir, 

I  arrived  off  here  at  noon  this  day,  where  I  found  Rear- 
Ikdmind  Cochrane  in  the  Northumberland,  and  the  Spartiatc 
Ik  juBt  joining.  1  send  3'on  some  Ictiei's  of  iuibmuuion,  which 
the  Rear-,\dmiral  and  Sir  William  Myers  have  received  from 
Dominica  and  from  St.  Lucia.  There  is  not  a  doubt  in  any 
t>f  the  Admirals'  or  General's  minds,  but  that  Tobago  and 
H^THnidada  are  the  Enemy's  objects;  and,  nltliougli  I  am 
msioiis  in  the  extreme  to  get  at  their  eighteen  Sail  of  the 
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Line,  yet,  as  Sir  William  Mjers^  has  offered  to  embark 
with  2000  Troops,  I  cannot  refuse  such  a  handsome  olfin 
and»  with  the  blessing  of  God  on  a  just  Cause^  I  see  no  ani^ 
to  doubt  of  the  annihilation  of  both  the  Enemy's  Fleet  fit. 
Army ;  and  what  man  can  do,  shall  be  done  by^  Sir,  fM. 
most  obedient  servant. 

Nelson  and  Bbobt& 

I  am  now  working  to  an  Anchorage,  snd  I  hope  that  nt 
shall  have  sailed  before  six  hours,  with  the  General  ml 
Troops/ 

TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ^  ADMIRALTY. 

[Autograph,  in  the  possession  of  lin,  Leake.] 
Private.  Viclory,  Jane  4th,  ISOU 

My  dear  Sir, 

Pray  forward  the  inclosed ;  and  I  hope  my  next  letter  wifl 
be  worth  all  I  have  hitherto  wrote.  Ever,  my  dear  Sir,  your 
much  obliged. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  HARDY,  H.  M.  SHIP  VICTORY. 

MEMORANDUM. 

Victory,  in  Carlisle  Baj,  Barbadoes,  5th  June,  1805. 

Whereas  Lieutenant-General   Sir  William   Myers,  Com- 
mander-in-Chief of  the  Forces  at  Barbadoes  and  the  Leeward 

'  Lieiitenant-Oeneral  Sir  William   Myers,   Bart.,  Commander-in-Chief  in  the 
Leeward  Islauds  :'he  died  in  July  1805. 

"  In  this  letter  Lord  Nelson  enclosed  the  following  Extract  from  a  Letter  from 

Brigadier- General  Breretou  to  Lieutenant-General  Sir  William  Myers,  Bart.,  dated 

St.  Lucia. 

"  Moniing,  20th  May,  1 1  o* clock,  a  m. 

"  P.S. — I  have  this  moment  received  a  report  from  the  Windward  side  of  Gto» 

Islet  that  the  Enemy's  Fleet,  of  28  Sail  in  all,  passed  there  last  night.     Their 

destination,  I  should  suppose,  must  be  either  Barbadoes  or  Trinidad. 

*'  R.  Bbbbbtox.  ' 

To  the  above  Extract,  Lord  Nelson  added  this  Note,  in  his  own  hand: — 
'*  Written  by  Major  Myers,  Sir  William  Myers's  Secretary,  and  extracted  from 
the  General's  letter ;  and  Major  Myers  has  no  doubt  but  that  the  intelligence  may 
be  relied  upon.  "  Kelson  and  Bbokte. 

"  Victory,  June  4th,  Carlisle  Bav." 
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Kids,  bos  very  handsomely  offered  to  embark  himself,  wiih 

9  tfaousaod  Troops,  on  buard  tbc  Fleet  uader  my  command, 

■<the  purpose  of  frustrating  the  Enemy's  intentions,  who,  it 

rears  have  iletcrmined  on  an  immediate  attack  on  some  of 

Jlxieward  Islands  ;  and,  as  our  Troops  have  been  very  much 

sed  and  fatigued  in  marching  on  so  short  notice  from 

^different  uiit-posts,  for  the  purpose  of  embarking,  coose- 

i&tly  require  every  comfort  which  can  be  given  them,  and 

toy  distinction  in  victualling  ibem  would,  under  ilic  present 

Eeamstancos,  be,  in  my  opinion,  very  improper,  it  is   my 

I  intention,  as  we  may  soon  be  in  Battle  with  the  Enemy,  and 

the  stay  of  the  Troops  on  board  cannot  be  many  days,  (hat 

they  shall  be  victualled  the  fame  as  the  respective   Ships' 

Companies. 

It  is,  therefore,  my  directions,  that  you  cause  the  Troopa 
who  may  be  embnrked  from  Barbadoes  on  board  hia  Majesty'a 
Ship,  under  your  eommand,  to  be  victualled  at  full  allowance, 
of  all  species  of  provisions,  the  same  as  your  Ship's  Company, 
(luring  their  continuance  on  board. 

Nelson  and  IJnouTE. 
N.B. — A  similar  Order  given  to  tbc  Captains  of  H.  M. 
^ipB,  Northumberland,  Canopus,  Superb,  Spencer,  Belleisle, 

(Conqueror,  Tigre,  Leviathan,  Donegal,  Swiftsuie,  Spartiatc. 
Nglson  and  Bronte. 


TO  WILLIAM  JIABSDEX,  ESQ..  AOMiUALTV. 


[Oricintl  in  ihe  Aiiiniraliy. 
(o  (be  S'lUtliHan] :  Squulron 
Pnpu*  fur  Baltic.  Jnneeih. 
gniu.  wtrich  mu  relnmed  by 

tignal  tordieEnei 


-  Jutie  Oth.  A.M.  Ai  H'iln,  ireighi-il,  uid  nuidii  Mil 
coiDjnuiy.  P.M.  2*13.  miulc  tlie  gecenl  tignil  W 
.M.  Al  r>'30,  Mud  Fort,  it  Tobtgu,  riUuUid  vltli  IV 
iqual  numberi  [Al  O'lO,  ■  Schoonvr  luadslht. 
TiiniilidL — Signal  LtMi.1  AI  0  3(1,  bore  up.  JunvTib. 


,fTriniduli.  [Atei' 
e  Troo|)a  to  sbnadDn  M—SifiJiul  Log.] 
r.M.  At  n  30,  BDoboTsil  in  the  Gulf  ot  I'wia,  mti  the  Weil  entrance  ttt  (lie  Boom 
oTTrinlditSi:  SquwlTantnchoreducoiiTrnieuI.  June  Kill,  jk.u,  AI  7.  wfjgbtid  »nd 
innde  mil"— tlclar/i  Log.  Qbuke  iind  M-Arlbiw  nHUo  lliil--"Un  tbc  fllh  of 
Jnne,  llie  FUH  aniced  off  Great  Coarluid  Buy.  Tobago;  aod  (.'■(iIbId  Ilendenon 
uf  tbe  Plifiu>*Dt  Sloop,  was  dinclfd  to  pioeF«l  will)  «ll  clpeditiou  tn  I'uct  Take 
in  Trinidad,  to  spud  a  boat  OD  xliore  will,  Sir  W.  Myvn'  Ifllen.  toi  iiifbrlDMlall 
wbelhfr  the  Eiiem;  wem  in  tbe  GalT  of  I'aria,  and  to  cumniuiiieale  \>j  ugtul  J 
wilU  tUe  Admin)  in  tbe   morniDg.     At  Tob*ga  all  wu  buatlc  Uid  ffftnut  ii»-  M 
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Mirtaintj,  when,  in  addition,  tbe  following  singular  occurrcnoe  took  plaec  i 
Merchant,  particularly  anxious  to  ascertain  wbetber  tbe   Fleet  was  that  of  i 
Friend  or  Enemv,  bad  prevailed  on  bis  Clerii,  with  whom  he  bad  also  ifml 
respecting  signals,  to  embark  in  a  Schooner,  and  to  stand  towards  it ;  and  it  a* 
fortunately  happened,  that  tlie  very  signal  made  by  the  Clerk,  cotTespondcd  wA 
the  aflirmative  signal  which  had  been  agreed  on  by  Colonel  Shipley,  of  tk 
Enemy  being  at  Trinidad.    It   was  the  close  of  the  day,   and  no  oppottani^ 
occurred  of  discovering  the  mistake.    An  American  Merchant-brig  also  had  hM 
spoken  with,  the  same  day,  by  the  Cnrieux,  probably  sent  to  mislead,  whose  Miriv 
reported  that,  he  had  been  boarded  a  few  days  before  by  the  French  Flesl  iff 
Grenada,  standing  towards  the  Bocaz  of  Trinidad.    No  doabts  were  anyloi|R 
entertained,  the  news  flew  throughout  the  British  Squadron,  the  Ships  were  icadf  ir 
Action  before  daybreak,  and  Nelson  anticipated  a  second  Abonkir  in  the  Bay  rf 
Paria.    If  further  conftrmation  was  necessary,  it  appeared  in  the  seeming  eet- 
flagration  of  one  of  our  outposts  at  daylight,  and  the  party  retreating  towards  tbi 
citadel.    Tbe  Admiral  and  Officers  of  his  Squadron,  after  such  corroboration,  Mi  it 
difficult  to  believe  the  evidence  of  their  senses,  when,  on  entering  the  Gnlf  of  Psrit 
on  tbe  7th,  no  Enemy  was  to  be  seen,  nor  had  any  been  there." — Vol.  ii.  p.  400.] 

Victory,  off  Trinidad,  8th  June,  1809. 

Sir, 

I  herewith  transmit  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Captain 
Maurice,  dated  the  6th  instant,  acquainting  me  with  the  8u^ 
render  of  the  Diamond  Rock,  late  under  his  command,  on 
the  2nd  of  this  month,  to  the  French  Squadron  of  Ships  and 
Gun-Boats  therein  mentioned,  together  with  a  copy  of  the 
terms  of  Capitulation  that  accompanied  his  said  letter,  which 
I  request  you  will  be  pleased  to  lay  before  the  Lords  Com- 
missioners of  the  Admiralty,  for  their  information. 

I  also  transmit  you,  for  their  Lordships*  information,  a  copy 
of  a  letter  from  Captain  Maurice,  of  the  above  date,  informing 
ine  of  his  arrival  at  Barbadoes,  and  of  the  communication  he 
received  from  the  French  Commodore,  which  I  give  but  little 
credit  to,  as  no  Squadron  or  Ship,  I  understand,  could  arrive 
at  Martinique  but  what  must  be  seen  from  the  Diamond 
Rock ;  and  with  resjwct  to  their  future  operations,  they  have 
only  been  mentioned,  probably  with  a  view  to  deceive.  I 
am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 
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PRIVATE  DIARY. 

[From  Clttke  and  M'Arthur,  toI.  ii.  p.  4 JO.] 

8Ui  June,  1805. 

At  daylight  an  Advice-Boat  arrived  in  the  Fleet  from  Bar- 
bidoes,  with  letters  from  Captain  Maurice,^  giving  an  account 
of  the  capture  of  the  Diamond  Rock ;  and  also  that  the  French 
and  Spanish  Squadrons  had  not  sailed  from  Martinique,  but 
that  the  French  Commodore  had  told  him,  tliat  the  Ferrol 
Squadron,  consisting  of  six  Sail  of  French,  and  eight  of 
Spaniards,  had  arrived  in  Fort  Royal,  June  the  4th. 


TO  LORD  SEAFORTH,  GOVERNOR  OF  BARBADOES. 
[From  Clarke  and  M*Arthar,  vol.  ii.  p.  410.] 

8th  June,  1805. 

The  information  from  S^.  Lucia  of  the  Combined  Squadron 
having  been  off  that  Island  to  Windward,  must  have  been 
^ery  incorrect.  I  have  my  doubts  respecting  the  certainty 
of  the  arrival  of  the  Ferrol  Squadron,  as  I  have  always  under- 
stood that  nothing  could  pass  in  or  out  of  Fort  Royal  without 
being  seen ;  but,  my  Lord,  powerful  as  their  force  may  be, 
they  shall  not  with  impunity,  make  any  great  attacks.  Mine 
is  compact,  theirs  must  be  unwieldy;  and  although  a  vcr} 
pretty  fiddle,  I  don't  believe  that  either  Gravina  or  Villeneuvc 
know  how  to  play  upon  it     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

*  Captain  James  Wilkes  Maaricc's  account  of  his  gallant  defence  of  tlie  Diamond 
Rock  against  a  French  Squadron  of  one  Three-decker,  four  Seventy-fours,  throe 
frigates,  &c.,  under  Rear-Admiral  Missiessy,  on  the  20th  of  Februor}-  IHOO,  will  be 
oond  in  the  Memoir  of  that  OfRcer  in  Marshoirs  Naval  Biography,  Supplcmeut 
*art  i.  p.  439.  He  was  tried  by  a  Court-Martiol,  and  "  unanimously  and  most 
ononrably  acquitted"  by  a  Sentence  expressed  in  very  eulogistic  tenus.  It  was 
lot,  however,  until  Januar)*  1809,  that  he  obtaiued  Post  rojik ;  and  he  subftequenlly 
listinguished  himself  by  an  equally  gallant,  but  more  successful,  deftiicc  of  the 
sland  of  Anholt. 

«  Vide  vol.  i.  pp.  27,  79;  ii.  pp.  71,  101,  299. 
VOL.  VI.  O  G 


TO  CAPTAIN  J.  \V.  JIALRICE. 

imiJ  BiogrnpliT,"  SuppI«iiieDl,  fVt  i.  p<  U1-] 

Victory,  M  Se»,  June  eih,  !»». 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  6lh  instant,  acquoinling 
me  with  the  surrender  of  the  Diamond  Rock  under  joo 
command  on  the  2nd  of  this  month,  to  a  Squadron  of  the 
Enemy's  Ships  and  Gun-Boats  therein  mentioned,  togeiber 
with  the  terms  of  capitulation  which  accompanied  your  said 
letter.  In  answer  to  which,  while  I  regret  the  loss  of  lbs 
Diamond,  I  have  no  doubt  that  every  cxerlloii  Las  been 
used  by  yourself,  and  those  under  your  command  for  il* 
defence ;  and  that  its  surrender  has  been  occasioned  from  the 
circumstances  you  represent.  It  is  particularly  gratifying  tbtl 
so  few  lives  were  lost  in  the  contest,  and  I  have  very  full;  W 
express  my  approbation  of  the  terms  of  capitulation,  as  «U 
as  with  your  conduct  personally,  and  that  of  the  Officers  wd 
maud,  which  I  have  to  request  yoo  w"" 
be  pleased  to  communicate  to  them.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  BbomtIi 


TO  SIMON  TAYLOR,  ESQ.,  JAaL,UCA. 

[Fiom  Clarke  Hid  M'An1iiir,Tcil.ti. p.  113.   "Jnne  Otli.  *.m,  e'tA,mttBNl 
on  baud  n  ScLooucr.     Stv  lli«  Isluid  of  GrenuU  N.N.W,     P.M.   Al  U-Ift,)>" 

to  in  Rcorso's  Bay,  Grenada,  (abreast  or  Fort  Royal.)     Tlit' OuriaoDadaM  *■ 
witU  17Kiui3,nlucbweretiiniedvitUlLi;i.|UDeDimiber.    Al  l'3nmi(d.*_n(W^' 

Log.-] 

Hull  Jmi«.  180* 
My  dear  Sir, 
I  was  in  a  thousand  fears  for  Jamaica,  for  that  is  a  Mo' 
which  Buonaparte  would  be  happy  to  give  us.  I  flew  to  tM 
West  Indies  without  any  orders,  but  I  think  the  MiotsUJ 
cannot  be  displeased  ....  When  I  am  satisfied  that  tliey  "" 
on  their  return,  after  scuding  some  of  the  Spanish  Ships'" 
the  Uavanna,  I  shall  push  bard  to  get  oflf  the  Straits"  Moulh! 
and  kind  Providence,  may  some  hapjiy  day,  bless  my  eudW" 
to  serve  the  Public  weal,  of  which  tlie  West  Ii""* 
Colonies  form  so  prominent  and  interesting  a  part.  I  etcf 
have  been,  and  shall  die,  a  firm  friend  to  our  present  Col 
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j,^ —  I  was  bred,  as  you  know,  ia  ihe  good  old  school, 
and  taught  to  appreciate  the  value  of  our  West  India  posses- 
sor; and  neither  in  the  fielti,  nor  in  the  senate,  shall  their 
iu6[  rights  be  infringed,  whilst  I  have  an  arm  to  fight  in  their 
Ii'tence,  or  a  tongue  to  launch  my  voice.  We  are  nearly,  my 
Icar  Mr.  Tuylor,  thirty  years'  acquaintance;  and  I  am,  as 
M)  jour  &ilhful  and  obliged  friend. 

Nelson  and  Bbonte. 


TO  WILUAM  6IARSDEN,  ESQ,,  ADUIEAI-Ty. 

Ibe  Admirally.    "June  lltL.    i.ir.    At  B,  siw  Uie  Isluid  or 
i.  bearing  Eui.     Noon,  uw  the  laUnd  of  Guitdnloupc,  bearing  E.  b.  8. 
ri«.  Oiuul>]oui«,  beuB  S.  21  E,,  ciglii  Iciiguea.   iM.  O'CiO,  Hoiih  end  of 
I,  £.  ^  S.,  disluu  0  aaltar—nclon/'i  Log.} 

¥10(017.  under  Gundiloupe.  June  Dib,  1803. 

3  reason  to  doubt  the  information  from  St.  Lueia, 
ait  by  General  Brereton,'  sent  to  you  in  my  letter  of  the 
h  of  June,  the  Fleet  weighed  early  in  the  morning  of  the 
h,  with  Lieu  tenant-General  Sir  William  Myers,  and  about 
KX)  Troops.  On  the  6th,  at  noon,  we  were  off  Tobago, 
jm  whence  I  learnt  that  an  American  Ship  had  arrived  there 
e  day  before,  who  said  that  be  had  been  boarded  by  one  of 
e  Ships  of  the  French  Fleet,  to  windward  of  St.  Vincent ; 
rec  days  before ;  that  they  were  standing  to  the  Southward  ; 
d  he  supposed  they  had  passed  the  Island  the  night  before, 
the  evening,  being  off  Sandy-Point,  a  Schooner  to  lee- 
ird  made  tlie  signal  established  by  Admiral  Cochrane,  that 
e  Enemy's  Fleet  was  at  Trinidada.  On  the  7lh,  in  the 
£moon,  we  anchored  in  the  Gulf  of  Paria,  it  being  calm. 
:  daylight,  on  the  8th,  as  we  were  coming  out  of  the  Gulf,  I 
»ived  information  from  Captain  Maurice  (late  of  the 
lamood  Bock)  that  he  heard  the  Enemy  were  to  sail  on  the 
eiting  of  June  4th,  for  an  attack  upon  Grenada  and  Domi- 
».     On  the  9lb,  at  noon,  we  were  in  St.  Geoige'a  Bay, 

Biisaiio-Oewavl  BcWn  Bnttuat,  CoDnudui  of  St.  LdfU.  Ijni  Vittca, 
loMhw  btto'.  (ab  Ida  Ui  -  aU  tt^ailaimar.'  he  h«*fnj  wnrf  m  ■  M^or  M 
Si<«»of  B«»d«.«rfC«Irt,(rt4.«.l.  Lpp.!»«,**7-,  U.P.97S.)     tic  «M  ■ 
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Grenada,  and  received  accounts  from  Geooral  Maiila 
all  was  safe  at  Grenada,  St.  Vincent's,  and  St.  Lucia ; 
on  the  4(li,  the  Enemy  had  not  moved  from  Martinico,  j 
all  our  Ibmier  infoniiation  to  be  false. 

At  1,  P.  M.,  I  received  a  letter  from  General  Prevottl 
Jason,   Captain   Champtun,'   of  which,   I   enclose  ftS 
Captain    Champain  also   being  with  General  Preva 
the  Enemy's  Fleet  pass  Prince  lluperl's  head  on  tbs  I 
June,  consisting  of  eighteen  Sail  of  the  Line,  six  "" 
and  three   Brigs  and  Schooners ;    in  the  evening  th 
under  the  Saints,  standing  to  the  Northward.     VVhcll 
Enemy's  object  is  to  attack  Antigua,  or  St.  Kitt's, 
to  Europe,  lime  must  show,     I  shall  guide  my 
according  to  the  best  of  my  judgment,  for  I  have  too  [a 
unfortunately,  been  deceived  by  false  intelligence. 
moment  has  been  lost  in  following  them,  and  my  :" 
cedure  shall  be  staled  when  the  Vessel  sails  for  England, 
have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Brohte. 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN.  ESIJ,  ADAIIRALTY. 

f  Aulo^ph,  in  tbe  Admiraltj-.  "  June  13.  a.».  At  0,  ssv  AuligU,  beviW 
U.K.  b.  E.,  seven  or  eigbl  kngiies.  p.ii.  Al  7,  uidiored,  (in  8l.  Joliu't,  Alil(p»-I 
Sqiiiulron  inchored  hb  coDieiiieDt.  Unt  all  BonU,  enlplnxl^d  Mndiug  Uia  inSi"! 
Men  Bad  bngKHKii  on  bouil  tlie  KortliumberlMul.  June  13.  t-u.  Fort  Su  Jt^' 
ntlttieii  ua  will,  i;  guns,  wliicli  vie  retaiUBd  with  the  wune  nninbet.  At  H'M- 
weigbed  uiil  nude  siuL] 

Viclory,  June  lilb,  JWOS,  undtr  Aatip* 

Su-, 
Yesterday  afternoon  the  Fleet  fetched  under  MonsenA 
from  which  Island  I  only  got  vague  and  very  unsatisfactoij 
intelligence.  On  June  the  8th  they  had  seen  sixteen  Sail 
beating  to  windward  under  Guadaloupe.  On  Sunday*" 
American  came  from  Guadaloupe  who  told  them  the  Prt' 

'  Afttrwanls  LieiilenBUI-GEaera]  Ibe  Honoumble  -Sir  Tbomns  MiulUuil.  Gan"^ 
of  MallB  nnd  Lord  lligb  Cotninis.ioiier  io  ttie  loainu  labinds,  OmnJ  UwUf  o'** 
Order  uf  Si.  Michael  and  3l.  GeorEe,  Q.C.B.:  be  died  in  J»nuBry  ISW. 

■  CkpUunWilliiim  Burgundy  Chtunpkin:  he  died  a  PuMCBptniii  in  AuffnO^I"' 
•  AftBrwniila  LienlenuU-Geatinl  Sir  George  PrcTOSI,  Hart.,  uid 
Chief  in  NarUi  America :  he  died  in  Junuarj  IHIG. 
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we,  it  was  supposed,  against  Aotigua ;  but  they  did  not 
«,  nor  did  it  seem  a  matter  of  even  curiosity  to  the  good 
fulks  of  Monserrat  to  inquire,  very  particularly.  If  I  hear 
cgihing  of  the  Enemy  from  Antigua,  I  shall  stand  for  Prince 
Kuperl's  Bay  and  form  my  judgment;  but,  I  feel,  having 
sjied  these  Colonies,  and  two  hundred  and  upwards  of  sugar- 
Itaded  Ships,  that  I  must  be  satisfied  they  have  bent  their 
course  for  Europe  before  I  push  after  them,  which  will  be  to 
[tie  Straits'  Mouth,  when  I  shall  leave  the  Command  with 
Hear-Admiral  Sir  Richard  Biclcerton,  and  take  their  Lord- 
iltips^  permission  to  go  to  England,  to  try  and  repair  a  very 
dwttered  constitution.     I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 
The  French  Fleet  passed  to  leeward  of  Antigua  on  Saturday 
last,  standing  to  the  Northward.  All  their  Troops  and  Stores 
which  they  took  from  Guadaloupe  are  re-landed  there :  there- 
fore, I  am  pushing  fur  the  Anchorage  at  St  Johns,  to  land 
lie  Troops,  and  hope  to  sail  in  the  morning  after  them  for  the 
Straits'  Mouth. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  WILLIAM  MAH8DEN,  ESQ.,  ADMIRALIY. 

^  [Original,  in  tbe  Admimltj.] 

Viclorr,  off  Anllgun,  8  o'clock  p.m.,  f-Jlh  Jiine,  1803. 
Memorandum 
Since  closing  my  dispatches,  I  have  received  intelligence  of 
'liportancc,  which  I  have  directed  Captain  Bettesworth'  to 
proceed  with  to  the  Admiralty,  and  communicate  the  same  to 
'■leir  Lordships. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


IiMy  dear  Davison, 
have  only  one  moment  to  say  I  am  going  towards  the 
Mediterranean  after  Gravina  and  Villeneuvc,  and  hope  to 
'  Ci^lMU  BuUeswoctU  of  Le  Curicut. 


TO  ALEXANDER  DAVISOX,  ESQ. 

[AuUigmpli,  in  lUe  possepsion  of  Colonel  Dirison.] 

Victory,  June  laib,  ISOS. 
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catch  them.  At  all  events  I  shall  soon  take  you  by  thi 
hand.  God  bless  you,  my  dear  friend,  and  believe  me  evei 
your  obliged,  Nelson  and  Bronte. 

I  have  saved  these  Colonies,  and  more  than  two  hundred  Saij 
of  sugar-loaded  Ships. 


TO  aiH  ALEXANDER  JOHN  BALL,  BART,  MALTA. 
[From  Clarke  and  M'Arthur,  nl  ii.  p.  413.] 

[Abaiul^ih  JuiH-,  1R0CI.I 
I  hear  all,  and  even  feel  obliged,  for  all  is  meant  as  kiodow 
to  me,  that  I  should  get  at  them.  In  this  diversity  of  upiniooa 
I  may  as  well  follow  my  own,  which  is,  that  the  Spaniards  BR 
gone  to  the  Havannah,  and  that  the  French  will  either  Gland 
for  Cadiz  or  Toulon — I  feel  most  inclined  to  the  latter  place; 
and  then  they  may  fancy  (hat  they  will  get  to  Egypt  witltoul 
any  interruption.     I  am,  &c 

Nelson  and  Bhostb. 


TO  THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE  EARL  CAMDEN. 

[Prom  Clirkc  anil  M'Arthur,  tdI,  fi.  p.  111.] 

[Aboiil  laiU  JuDf,  l«ft.] 
My  Lord, 
However  unhappy  I  may  feel  at  not  having  got  up  wilh 
the  Enemy's  Fleet,  yet  I  should  think  myself  very  remis  if  I 
failed  to  inform  your  Lordship,  and  to  re(|uesl  you  to  infonn 
his  Majesty,  of  the  very  spirited  conduct  of  Lieutenaot- 
General  Sir  William  Myers,  who  offered  to  embark  on  boud 
the  Fleet  >viih  2000  Troops,  in  order  to  try  and  annihitaU 
both  the  Enemy's  Fleet  and  Army,  had  we  fortunately  found 
them  in  any  of  our  Islands.  The  zeal  of  the  Lieutenant' 
General  and  the  whole  body  of  Troops,  was  such  ascouUnol 
he  exceeded ;  and  it  is  a  matter  of  sincere  regret  that  we  hsn 
not  met  with  the  Enemy.  But  great  merit  is  not  less  due  to 
the  Liouienant-General,  for  the  expedition  with  which  titf 
Troops  were  collected  from  different  parts  of  Barbadoef^  ani 
to  the  Officers  and  Men  for  the  cheerfulness  with  which  thtj 
embarked,     I  am,  &c 

Nelson  and  Bromtb. 
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TO  HIS  ROYAL  HIGHVE.S*  THE  D*  !•:::  0-  (  :..i:.f:v^  t.. 

■  ■  ^ 

•     .  ' 

Tour  Roval  Iliahnc-??  -^.1.  iij^.'.-:  ^-.^r.-.^z.-H  \:ji  -.l^:."'  I  i". 
ftcling,  at  hitherto  Li-:r-z  rJ.5:=e-:  :\=:  r. ••.'-.  •  ■  .:  •  '-'.'f  '::.- 
tirely  owing  to  fils^  :r.f.r-.-.ir  .r.  he:.:  :-.v.  V-  -'-■.'.  =.  •»*...'- 
«rrived  at  Bsrlii:^-  :lr  ^T=-i-j  .:  '  _-':  :•:.  V'.  ■  «  w: 
me  to  cralt-rk  Sir  "^^M^Li.-.  2'!^^.-;   \'/.   :  «'»     V  •.•.*•■.  i.-  =  :   '- 

lion,  I  sbou'yi  Li- r  \'t-.-  .f  ?    •".?.:■•.  -..     •    "   ^'    • .  ••.''./ 

lather  inclir.£-i  ■-■-    ■.•i    -"-.  ■'_-.•  i.'-  '•.   .  'j      *   /^  '     '      -  »  ■ 

out  of  O'^  "^ _"  :    i-i-I  ".  -  ^  ::..".•.•-.''.  :   ■     .      .  :- • 

stand  f:r  \i.h    rtn  i?    ?\ 

having  sa* e£  :.i'tr^ 

laden  Sii-ff.  .--'.  I  '-- 

2(K)  IcirrL^r   ::  ii»r   '^  ■ 

took::  i-r  l  7v:t''i    .   *• 

^ec.£l  -I.-:  :t.L^    ij-.: 

HIT  i'.:_1,«-L        T"1j-       .     "■'■ 

m 

(/  A--'^...       ■-       i-^ —  .   ■ 


.•  .•••4       1  •.»  •  ■'  ■••      • 


-■    T" 


«  0 


-   Mb'    •  * 
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your  Lordsbip,  I  shall  briefly  run  over  the 
arrived  al  Barbadocs  June  4th,  where  I  foiiuti  Lieut 
General  Sir  William  MyerSj  who  the  night  before  bad  reccii 
information  from  Brigadier-General  B  re  re  tun,  at  Si.  Li 
that  twenty-ei)(ht  Sail  of  the  Enemy's  Fleet  had  been 
windward  of  St.  Lucia,  steering  to  tlie  Southward.  A 
was  no  reason  to  doubt  tliia  information,  the  General 
to  embark  hims^elf,  with  2000  Troops,  for  the  relief  of  eil 
Tobago  or  Trinidnda,  which  were  supposed  lo  he  the  inlcniW 
objects  of  the  Enemy's  attack.  On  the  6th,  we  were  rf 
Tobago;  on  the  7th  at  Triniclada;  on  the  8ih,  I  received M 
account  that  tic  Enemy  bad  not  moved  on  the  4th  from  Port 
Royal,  but  were  expectoJ  to  sad  that  night  for  the  attack  oE 
Grenada.  On  the  9th,  I  was  at  Grenada,  when  I  received 
letter  from  General  Prevost  to  say,  that  the  Enemy  bsi 
passed  Dominica  on  the  6tb,  standing  to  the  Northward,  W 
the  Icewartl  of  Auligna,  and  took  that  day  a  Convoy  of  ' 
teen  Sail  of  sugar-loaded  Ships,  which  unfortunately  left  St 
John's  in  the  night,  for  England.  On  the  1 1th,  I  was  at 
Montserrat,  and,  at  sunset  of  the  12th,  ancbored  at  St  John'i, 
Antigua,  to  land  the  Troops,  which  was  done,  on  the  morning 
of  the  13th,  and  at  noon  I  sailed  in  my  pursuit  of  the  Encmj; 
and  I  do  not  yet  despair  of  getting  up  with  them  before  thej 
arrive  at  Cadiz  or  Toulon,  to  which  Porta  I  think  they  in 
bound,  or,  at  least,  in  lime  to  prevent  them  from  having 
moment's  superiority.  I  have  no  reason  to  hiame  Dame  To- 
tune.  If  either  General  Brereton  could  not  have  wrote,  or  hii 
look-out  man  had  been  blind,  nothing  conid  have  prevented 
ray  fighting  them  on  June  Gth;  but  such  information,  and 
from  such  a  quarter,  close  to  the  Eneniy,  could  not  be  doubled- 
The  Frigate  is  directed  to  join  me  off  Cape  St.  Vincent;  and 
if  Sir  John  Orde,  my  Senior  Officer,  is  not  off  Cadiz,  I  sball 
anchor  in  Lagos  Bay,  and  try  lo  get  both  water  and  refresh- 
ments. If  he  has  resumed  his  former  station,  I  must  go 
inside  the  Mediterranean,  as  I  know  he  is  exceedingly  dis- 
pleased if  any  of  the  Mediterranean  Ships  are  a  moment  upon 
his  station,  aud  I  have  too  great  a  respect  for  the  wishes  of 
my  superiors  to  act  contrary  to  tliem.  I  am,  witlj  great 
resiK-cl,  &c. 

Nelsos  and  Bkoxte. 


»*-ii 
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TO  CAPTAIN  MALCOLM.  H.  M.  SHIP  DONEGAL. 
[Aatsgnph,  ia  iIk  fBBiiiiioa  of  Bcar-Adninl  Sir  Charles  Malcolm.] 

VirtoiT,  Jane  ICtb,  \HKf. 

My  dear  Sr, 

I  can  give  yoa  little,  fiir  I  got  nothing  except  some  trifles 

%t  BariMKloes;  but  accept  the  little  I  can  offer  you.     Grieved 

9m  I  am  bj  the  information  firom  General  Brereton  at  St. 

^Htr»^j  which  deprired  as  of  a  Battle,  yet  we  must  not  despair 

of  cnrertaking  them.     Whenerer  it  is  calm  enough  for  a  Boat 

to  reach  the  Victory,  I  shall  be  truly  glad  to  see  you,  being 

ever  your  most  fiuthfbl  servant. 

Nelson  and  Bbonte. 


TO  THE  RIGHT  UONOUBABLE  SIR  E^AN  NEPEAN,  BART. 
[Fros  a  Cofy  ia  tfar  poBMwioa  of  ViKoiuit  MelriDe.  K.T.~ 

Tjciory,  June  ICiL.  IMV^. 

My  dear  Sr  Evan, 
So  iar  -from  being  infallible,  like  the  Pope,  I  believe  my 
opinions  to  be  very  falliUe,  and  therefore  I  may  be  mistaken 
that  the  £oemy*s  Fleet  is  gt»e  to  Europe;  but  I  cannot  bring 
myself  to  think  otherwise,  notwithstanding  the  variety  of 
ojMiiions  which  different  people  of  good  judgment  form :  but  I 
have  called  every  circumstance  which  I  have  beard  of  their  pro- 
ceedings before  me — ^I  have  conndcred^  the  approaching  sea- 
S0D9  the  sid^Iy  state  of  their  Troops  and  Ships,  the  means  and 
time  tar  defence  which  have  been  given  to  our  Islands,  and 

•  Clsrfce  snd  M-Anlzcr.  toL  L*.  f.  435.  ^'\t  tLt  f  llwiir  «i^  I'nr:  of  nut  iif  Lord 
NdMm'i  ^  iuu«.Mjie4  currttnaciwxii''  whL  iii'r  Cft}'ULU»>.  kl>;^i:t  iLe  J'.*:!  Jiine. 
1803: — ^1  tmHoBskSvH  lidc  :.lie  Lwt;  htt  beta  dr.^n:  fn'm  iLt  ^Ve^:  India 
vitb  bo  litxle  low  tv  ow  1  wwjj.  1  hbii  uihdt:  uj  ilv  aiitd  11  f-vux  sarn- 
;  for,  I  Lai  dnemtibed.  iMtrwi'MtrjKudiii^  Lit  ^«s:  nijie:i'j"l:T.  :t  ftpj  L:f  rr.rwr. 
to  pvl  it  oat  cif  Ifit  yvT.vt  \%/  d'.  utt  furiifr  iuJNi::.*-f.  Y*-:  dc<  zi'.>:  imbr-.Df  J 
■B  oneof  t2«M«  Ltfi-linuutrd  yt^tyHk  vii^'  tviii  a:  iit:iii^i."»(  ci-ud^ui'.a^.  «::1jM:i  an 

not  leaf  tLen  eleliU)ri..  J  ralii«5  t'uiLr  :«*-ii';  Sul  «.-f  lii*^  Liu*  iliic  iLt-rtd'ur^  di-  nii: 
be  a^ffnae^  if  J  f^btaJd  iiti:  lull  la  ibnt  iuiiii<^iu>* .- v :  vt  ^iiu:  jr&r:  vilLitu;  a 
Battle.  I  tltiuk  ti«(7  a  il  m  ^ad  it  i«:  uk  aivu* .  if  J  a  II!  i*-:  UitiL  aiiiiK  :  a-iucl. 
I  win  4o,  citlicr  liL  vt  t^ifir  .it'/ij  u*».  tuvitrt  tif  Luivji*    ur  lii* ;  {r.*(  sie  u.  aC'Vi- 
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the  certainty  tbe  Enemy  must  expect  of  our  reinforcements' 
arrival;  and,  therefore,  if  they  were  not  able  to  make  an 
attack  for  the  first  three  weeks  after  itieir  arrival,  they  coald 
not  hope  for  greater  success  after  our  means  of  resistance  in- 
creased, and  their  mcaus  of  offence  were  diminished ;  and  it 
18  to  be  considered,  that  the  Enemy  will  not  give  me  credit  ibr 
quitting  the  West  Indies  for  this  month  to  come.  As  this  is 
a  letter  of  reasoning  for  my  conduct,  I  may  perhaps  be  prolix, 
but  1  am  anxious  to  stand  well  in  your  opinion ;  and  if  my 
conduct  is  taken  into  consideration  by  Mr.  Pitt,  I  will  thank 
you  to  show  him  this  letter.  A  Frigate  certainly  arrived  from 
France,  May  31st;  from  that  moment  all  was  hurry:  on 
June  1st,  I  believe,  the  Furet  arrived  with  an  account  of  ray 
being  on  the  passage. — N.B,  A  Corvette  watched  us  two 
days,  when  150  leagues  to  the  Westward  of  Sladeira.  If 
Barbadoes  is  the  object  of  the  Enemy's  attack,  n  Fleet  of  Men 
of  War  could  get  there,  on  the  average,  in  four  or  6ve  days 
from  Martinico ;  therefore  why  should  they  make  a  pa^s^e 
of,  at  least,  fifteen  or  sixteen  days,  by  going  to  the  North- 
ward? If  Tobago  or  Trinidad  was  their  object,  they  had 
only  to  weather  St.  Lucia,  and  they  could  fetch  them  with 
case ;  to  St.  Lucia,  St.  Vincent,  and  Grenada,  they  had  a  fair 
wind,  therefore  it  must  be  unnecessary  to  go  to  the  North- 
ward. If,  therefore,  any  of  those  Islands  are  the  objects  of 
their  attack,  as  some  i>eople  suppose,  they  are  playing  a  game 
which,  I  own,  is  incomprehensible  to  my  weak  understanding, 
and  I  am  completely  deceived. 

What  impression  could  they  expect  to  make  upon  Jamaica 
with  4000  or  500O  men,  and  if  that  was  their  object,  why  not 
steer  direct  from  Martinico?  Some  think  they  may  be  going 
to  St.  John's,  Porto  Rico,  and  wail  to  be  joined  there  by  reiu- 
forcemenls,  but  the  season  is  passed;  nor,  if  fifteen  SmI  of 
the  Line  is  coming  out  to  join  them,  is  iherc  occasion  to  hide 
themselves  from  our  observations.  My  opinion  is  finu  as  a 
rock,  that  some  cause,  ordcrt,  or  inability  to  perform  any  ser- 
vice in  these  seas,  has  made  them  resolve  to  proceed  direcl 
for  Europe,  sendmg  the  Spanish  Ships  to  the  Havannah. 
Ever,  my  dear  Sir  Evan,  yours  failhfidly, 

Nelson  and  Broit 

There  would  have  been  no  occasion  for  opinions,  h 
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General  Brereton  sent  his  damned  intelligence  from  St 
Lucia ;  nor  would  I  have  received  it  to  have  acted  by  it,  but 
I  was  assured  that  his  information  was  very  correct  It  has 
almost  broke  my  heart,  but  I  must  not  despair. 


TO  THE  CAPTAINS  OF  ANY  OF  HIS  MAJESTY'S  SHIPS  CRUISING 
OFF  THE  WESTERN  ISLANDS,  OR  NOT  PROCEEDING  ON  MORE 
IMPORTANT  SERVICE. 

[From  Clarke  and  M*Arthur,  rol.  ii.  p.  414.] 

17th  June,  1805. 

Sir, 
As  I  believe  the  Enemy's  Fleet  is  bound' to  Europe,  and  it 
being  very  uncertain  whether  they  will  go  to  Ferrol  or  Cadiz, 
I  beg  leave  most  strongly  to  recommend  your  proceeding  oflf 
Ferrol,  with  this  information,  to  the  Admiral  commanding  off 
that  Port,  in  order  that  he  may  be  upon  his  guard  against  a 
surprise  from  a  superior  force*     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  MAJOR-GENERAL  VILLETTES,  MALTA. 
[From  Clarke  and  M^Arthur,  toI.  ii.  p.  415.] 

18tb  June,  1805. 

My  dear  General, 
Unwell,  and  out  of  humour  as  I  am  by  my  disappointment, 
yet  I  will  not  let  a  letter  go  to  Malta  without  writing  you  a 
line ;  and  I  am  sure  you  will  regret,  with  me,  our  old  ac- 
quaintance Brereton's  wrong  information.  Ball  will  show  it 
to  you,  it  could  not  be  doubted,  and,  by  following  it,  I  lost  the 
opportunity  of  fighting  the  Enemy.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  Urs  EXCEUXNCY  Sill  JOHN  ACTON,  BART. 
[From  >  Preaa  copj  ill  Lbe  posscanion  of  tlie  Ri^l  Hon.  John  WUson  Cmlfl.] 
Vicioiy,  JiiDB  latl.  leoj— 200  leagues  Nonh  from  AniiBmt. 
My  dear  Sir  John, 
I  am  so  far  back  on  my  way  to  the  Mediterranean;  for 
aUliough  1  have  not  yet  met  the  Enemy,  I  ehall  never  allow 
ihcm  to  get  a  superiority  in  the  Mediterranean,  so  as  to  annoj 
Sicily,  or  the  other  Dominions  of  your  good  King.     I  wn 
very,  very  unwell,  and  vexed.     But  for  wrong  infonnatioii,  I 
should  have  fonght  the  Battle  on  June  Gili.     I  send  your 
Excellency  an  extract  of  a  letter,  giving  nn  account  of  mj 
trip.     I   feel   I   have   done  all  that  mortal   man  could  do; 
therefore,  I  must  try  and  he  content.     My  countryman*  Gra- 
vina,  has  hitherto  had  a  narrow  miss  of  meeting  me.    I  believe 
lie  is  an  honourable  man  ;  but  they  say,  in  the  West  Indies, 
that  he  has  been  most  rudely  treated  by  the  French  at  Mar- 
tinico.     What  a  race  I  have  rnn  after  these  fellows ;  but  God 
is  just,  and  I  may  be  repaid  for  all  my  moments  of  anxiety. 
God  bless  you,  my  dear  Sir  John  ;  and  with  every  good  wish, 
be  assured  I  am  ever  your  most  faithful  friend, 

Nelsox  and  Bronte. 
I  liave  wrote  a  line  to  the  King,  to  say  I  am  on  my  return 
to  the  Mediterranean. 


TO  WILLIAM  MAHSDEN,  ESQ.,  ADMIIULTY. 
[Antogntph.  in  (tie  posBesniou  of  Mrs.  Leake.] 

VitLory.  Joiic  IStb,  ISIU— 200  leagncB  tnm  AntJpL 


My  dear  Sir, 

Pray  send  the  inclosed.  I  am,  as  you  may  readily  believe, 
very,  very  unhappy  at  not  having  got  at  the  Enemy ;  they  were 
missed  by  General  Brereton's  unlucky  information ;  but  I  shall 
be  close  after  them  in  Europe,  and  when  I  have  housed  theni 
I  shall  certainly  instantly  return  to  England  :  I  want  rest.  I 
am  ever,  my  dear  Sir,  your  most  obliged  Iriend, 

Nelson  and  Brokte. 

'  Adiuind  Cnviun,  nns  born  nt  Nuplee  in  April  1747,  Mid  U  aud  lo  bav?  beeo  ■ 
nntural  son  of  Kin);  Cbu'tca  Ibc  Tbinl.  IJdson,  from  (lie  lioDonn  and  favoiin  b" 
bad  reeeived  from  lbe  King  of  tlie  Two  Sicilies,  aontclimn  colled  liis  M^'nQr's 
snbjectg  blB  raKn/rym< 


ST.  46.] 


TO  ms  EXCELLLNCy  HUGH  ELUOT,  ESQ. 

[AniagTuph,  in  ihe  Elliut  Pnpen,] 
Viclorr,  Jiiuc  ISlb,  1803—20(1  Uagaea  NoriL  from  An^gua. 

My  dear  Sir, 
I  am  so  far  on  my  way  to  the  Mediterranean,  and,  I  believe, 
following  the  French  Fleet.  You  will  lament  the  iinfurtunalc 
intelligence  from  General  Brereloii,  which  led  me  a  wrong 
ruad,  or  June  Cih  would  have  been  a  fighting  day  for  mc,  and, 
I  trust,  a  glorious  one  for  our  CouQlry.  However,  I  must  not 
despair  of  getting  up  with  ihcm  before  they  cnlcr  the  Straits. 
At  least,  they  will  have  no  time  to  carry  any  of  their  future 
plans  into  execution,  and  do  harm  to  any  of  the  Countries 
under  my  charge.  I  send  you  a  brief  account  of  my  trip  to 
the  West  Indies,  and  General  Brereton's  inteliigence,  which 
was  not,  nor  could  be  doubted.  It  baa  made  me  very  sorrow- 
ful ;  but  I  feci  that  mortal  man  could  not  do  more  to  serve  my 
Country,  and  the  common  Cause  more  faithfully.  Your  son  is 
very  well,  and  improves  every  day  in  bis  profession :  Captain 
Parker  likes  him  very  much.  If  I  am  able,  I  will  write  a  line 
to  cither  the  good  King  or  Queen;  but  if  I  do  not,  I  beg 
you  will  present  my  humble  duty ;  and  believe  me  ever,  my 
dear  Sir,  your  most  obliged  and  faithful  servant. 

Nelson  anh  Bronte. 


TO  COMMiaslONER  OTVVAY,  GIBRALTAR. 
A  Pnat-lofj  in  the  poasessiun  of  the  Eight  Ilua.  Jubn  Wiljon  Crolicr.] 


^K  VicLury,  Juue  It^th,  1^09. 

^f    My  dear  Commissioner, 

^"  X  am  Bare  that  you  who  have  always  taken  a  lively  interest 
in  the  success  of  this  Fleet,  will  be  sorry  to  find  that  we  have 
not  yet  had  our  Batde,  and  much  more  so  to  find  (hat  it  has 
been  occasioned  by  wrong  iofurniation.  I  send  you  the  un- 
fortunate information,  and  an  extract  of  a  Iclter  giving  a  brief 
account  of  our  West  Indies  trip.  Cochrane  had  but  just  arrived 
from  Jamaica,  where  Dacrcs'  had  kept  all  his  Ships,  except 


JOtj  be  Ibund  in  ihc  Naval  CkniHiclr,  tdI.  mi.    tie  Uied  In  Juninrj  ItflO. 


Spartialc,  wliich  I  have  brought  wiih  me ;  for  I  believe  tbe 
Eoemy's  force  to  be  fourteen  French  Sail  of  the  Line,  and 
one  or  two  Spanish.  Tbe  Diamond  Rock  was  taken  June 
2nd,  and,  if  our  Merchants  bad  not  most  imprudently  seut 
away  their  Ships  from  Antigua  on  tbe  night  of  tbe  7th,  tlus 
would  have  been  all  the  miacbief  that  tbe  Combined  Fleets 
would  have  done  by  their  expedition.  We  are  as  healthy  « 
usual,  and  I  hope  you  continue  bo  at  Gibraltar.  You  will  )x 
80  good  as  to  comumnicate  our  history  to  General  Fox  and 
Admiral  Rnigbt,  and  be  assured  I  am,  my  dear  Commisaioner, 
your  most  obliged  and  faithful  servant. 

Nelson  and  Broktb. 


TO  WILLIAM  MABSDEN,  ESQ.,  ADMIRALTi'. 

[From  It  Fress-copj  ■□  the  Croker  Papers.] 

VioWiy,  June  IBth, !»». 
Sir, 
I  send  you"  a  report  of  a  Vessel  spoke,  which,  with  the 
circumstances  attending  it,  can  leave  me  no  room  to  doubt 
but  that  I  am  hard  upon  tbe  heels  of  tbe  Enemy's  Fleet.  In 
addition,  Captain  Parker  reports  to  me  that  there  was  a  note 
in  tbe  American's  \og,  that  they  supposed  them  tbe  French 
Fleet  from  Martinico.  The  Master  was  anxious  to  know  if 
the  French  bad  taken  Antigua,  as  he  was  bound  there,  and 
had  traded  to  that  Island  many  years.  The  remark  of  seeing 
ibis  Fleet  in  tbe  log  of  the  Vessel,  with  the  difference  of  the 
course  the  Master  and  Mate  supposed  the  Fleet  to  be  steeriugi 
satisfies  my  mind  that  tbei-e  eould  be  no  intended  deceit  in  the 
information,  (wbieb  sometimes  happens;)  nor  did  the  Vessel 
see  our  Fleet  until  she  bad  been  spoken  by  tbe  Amazon.  I 
think  wc  cannot  be  more  than  eighty  leagues  from  them  at 
this  moment,  and  by  carrying  every  sail,  and  using  my  utmost 
efforts,  I  sbal!  hope  to  close  with  them  before  they  get  to 
either  Cadiz  or  Toulon— to  accomplish  which  most  desirable 
object,  nothing  shall  be  wanting  on  the  part  of,  Sir,  your  most 
obedient  servant. 

Nelson  and  Bkonte,' 

•  "  lOtli  .Janp,  Noon.  DscBiie  and  Martin  ji«rled." — ficli-n/'a  Lug. 

*  Ths  following  wu  enctuacd  in  tbe  ubovs  litler;  uul  t.  fuller  Report  U  in  p.  471, 
pOBi:— "'TlieVeiBilSall;,  ofNortliCMvliuiiiboiiMtaAiitigiu,  bouM^^* 
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TO  CAPTAIN  KEATS,  H.M.  SHIP  SUPEIIB. 
^fe  [Anlogruiili.] 

^m  Viclor)',  June  lOlh,  \m:>. 

^    My  dear  Keats, 

I  can  offer  you  but  little  ;  for,  to  say  the  truth,  I  have  been 
unlucky  in  not  getting  anything  but  a  few  sheep  in  the  West 
Indies,  of  which  I  beg  that  you  will  accept  one.  I  should  be 
very  glad  to  see  you  when  the  weather  is  such  as  to  allow  your 
Gig  to  pass;  hut  we  have  been  so  far  fortunate  as  not  to  get 
calms.  As  the  Telegraph  told  you  yesterday,  a  Fleet  of  Ships 
of  War  were  seen  on  Saturday  evening  last,  standing  to  the 
Northward.  It  was  noted  in  the  log  of  the  day  by  Jonathan, 
or  I  should  have  doubted ;  and  their  supposition  has  noted 
that  it  was  tlie  French  Fleet  from  Martinico.  He  wanted  to 
liiiow  if  they  had  taken  AiitJgua,  as  he  was  bonnd  there.  I 
Calculate  that  we  cannot  be  more  than  eighty  leagues  from 
them ;  and  I  think  they  will  keep  well  to  the  Southward  of 
the  Western  Islands,  to  avoid  being  seen  by  our  Cruizers.     I 

a  ever,  my  dear  Keats,  youra  most  faithfully, 

Nelson  and  Bhonte. 

I  think  the  Superb  is  improved  in  her  sailing. 


TO  CAPTAJJJ  SAMUEL  SUTTON,  H.M.  SHIP  AMPIIION. 
][AutDgrapli,  in  the  posscagiou  at  CapMia  Ilea  Suttun.] 
I  My  dear  Sutton,  vkiory,  Juae  aoih,  isoa. 

t  wc  have  little  wind  perhaps  you  will  come  on  board. 
Your  Gunner  will  be  removed  to  the  Donegal — he  is  spoken 
of  as  a  very  good  man — therefore,  he  must  have  his  stores 
ready  for  survey.  I  wish  you  had  wrote  a  line  in  telegraph 
figures  to  Admiral  Cochrane  to  say  our  information  about 
the  French  Fleet.  Many  thanks  for  the  papers.  Ever,  my 
dear  Suttuu,  yours  faithfully. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

I'lb  JuDt,  IHOa,  taj  CniilHU  Piu-ker,  II.  M.  8.  AmuiciD,  ITditfsoDl.gace  Uie  futlaw- 
liig  inlelligcntie : — '  Al  T  p.m.,  au  SUDidaj  cicning  Iml,  saw  about  2'i  Soil  oClvge 
Sliipa  attxring,  HmIei's  hocddiiI.  N.N.E.  ;  Mute's  icL-oiint,  N.N.W.,  ia  luUtude,  au 
SMiirdBj  n.mn,  27°  ^H',  longilnde,  (10°  58'  W— W.  I'ahkeb.'  (A  Copy.)  NKLio» 
iiD  BnciXTE." — "  ITtb  June.  p.h.  At  3,  the  ArauioQ  f  uunined  h  Scbooner;  and  on 
jiiiuiug  ibd  llect,  ili«  C^tiun  of  (be  BUp  wm  sigiMlUd  on  bovd  (be  Vktotj."— ■ 
Signal  Lmj- 
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PRIVATE  DIARY. 
[From  Cltrke  and  M'Artlior,  toI.  ii.  p.  415.] 

2l8t  Jane,  1805. 

Midnight,  nearly  calm,  saw  three  planks,  which  I  think 
came  from  the  French  Fleet     Very  miserable,  which  is  very 

foolish. 

Nelson  and  Brontb. 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ.,  ADMIRALTY. 

[Original,  in  the  Admiralty.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  June  26th,  1605. 

Sir, 
I  herewith  transmit  you  for  the  information  of  the  Lords 
Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  a  copy  of  an  order  issued 
on  the  5th  instant,  to  the  Captains  of  His  Majesty's  Ships 
named  in  the  margin,*  directing  them  for  the  reasons  therein 
mentioned  to  victual  the  Troops  at  full  allowance  of  pro- 
visions,  instead  of  two-thirds,  as  is  usually  the  custom.  The 
cheerfulness  with  which  they  embarked,  and  the  fatigue  of 
marching  all  night  from  the  different  out-posts,  deserved  my 
particular  notice ;  and  therefore  considering  that  we  should 
soon  be  in  Action  with  the  Enemy,  and  that  the  Troops,  at 
any  rate,  would  only  be  on  board  the  Fleet  a  few  days,  I 
thought  it  advisable  to  order  them  to  be  victualled  the  same 
as  the  Seamen,  judging  that  a  distinction  (under  the  above 
circumstances,  when  unanimity  and  a  hearty  joint  co-operation 
were  necessary)  would  have  been  detrimental  to  the  Service. 
I  therefore  trust  their  Lordships  will  approve  of  my  having 
done  so,  and  be  pleased  to  give  the  necessary  directions  to  the 
Victualling-Board,  that  the  respective  Pursers  may  be  allowed 
credit  for  the  same  on  passing  their  Accounts.   I  am,  Sir,  &c 

Nelson  and  Broxte. 

'  Victory,  Northumbcrljiiid,  Canopus,  Superb,   Spencer,    Belleislc,   Conqueror 
Tigrc,  Leviatlmii,  Donegal,  Swiftsure,  Spartiate.     Vide  p.  -140,  ante. 
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TO  CAPTAIN  SCTTOX,  H.M.  SHIP  AMPHIOV. 
[Aato|[n^  U  the  powcMion  of  Captain  Ires  Sntioii.] 

Vktorr.  Joae  90th,  l^a*!. 

Sir, 

As  it  is  of  the  very  atmoBt  importance  that  I  should  know, 

18  qpeedily  as  possible,  if  the  Enemy's  Fleet  from  the  West 

Indies  have  entered  the  Mediterranean,  I  have,  therefore,  to 

iesire  that  yon  will  proceed,  (when  I  shall  make  the  signal  (or 

that  purpose,)  without  one  moment's  loss  of  time,  to  Tangier 

Bay,  sending  a  Boat  on  shore  for  information  to  Mr.  3iatra, 

the   British  Consul,  to  know  from  him  if  the  Enemy  have 

entered  the  Straits,  or  are  gone  into  Cadiz;  and  such  other  in- 

rormation  as  may  be  impcnrtant  for  me  to  be  acquainted  with. 

You  will  keep  my  near  approach  as  secret  as  you  can,  dearing 

the  Officers  to  say  they  left  me  at  sea,  and  that  they  do  not 

know  which  way  I  was  going.     And  you  will  also  request  Mr. 

Matra  to  keep  my  near  apfxoach  a  secret;  that  if  the  Enemy's 

Fleet  is  gone  up  the  Mediterranean,  no  Vessels  may  be  sent 

with  information.     You  will  delay  as  little  time  as  possible  at 

Tanper;  and  I  rely  on  your  zeal,  activity,  and  attention  to 

this  very  important  service;  and  that  I  shall  find  the  Amphion 

from  seven  to  sixteen  leagues  West  firom  Cape  Spartel.   Should 

you  hear  that  I  am  gcme  to  any  other  place  after  the  Enemy, 

you  will  foUow  me,  as  I  have  not  a  single  Frigate  with  me.     I 

am.  Sir,  with  the  highest  esteem,  your  most  obliged  and  faith" 

fril  servant, 

Nelsov  avd  Baojrre* 

It  will  be  desirable  for  every  Frigate  and  Vessel  you  may 
meet  between  St.  Vincent's  and  Cape  Spartel,  to  join  me  on 
the  afore-mentioned  Rendezvous,  unleiis  they  are  ufK>n  very 
important  service.  N«  ami>  li 

TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEV,  FJK/.,  ADMUlALTV, 
[OrifriaaJ,  ib  ihtr  Aimindtt.] 

Sir, 
I  herewith  transmit  you,  for  the  iutmtmlCuni  iX  i\m  I>/rdtf 
Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  a  lUiPfpri  i4  Hurviry  btfid 
vou  YL  B  H 
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this  day  on  Lieutenan)  Thomas  Wing,'  of  his  Majesty's  Slup 
Amazon,  and  beg  to  acquaint  you,  for  their  ioformation,  that 
I  have  appointed  Mr.  Philip  Horn,'  Midshipman  of  the  Va- 
tory,  to  act  as  Lieutenant  of  the  said  Ship,  in  Mr.  Wing's 
room,  and  herewith  transmit  you  a  copy  of  his  acting  order, 
which  you  will  be  pleased  to  lay  before  their  Loidahipa  for 
con  fir  mat  ion.  Mr,  Horn  is  an  Admiralty  recommendation, 
an  eleve  of  the  late  Captain  lliou's,  and  was,  while  with  him, 
severely  wounded  in  the  thigh,  on  board  the  Amazon,  in  thf 
Battle  at  Copenhagen.  In  addition  to  these  circumstancn, 
he  is  a  very  promising  and  deserving  young  man.  I  am,  Src 
Nelson  awd  BnoirrK. 


TO  J.  M.  SUTRA,  ESQ.,  H.  M.  C0X8DL  AT  TANGIEBS. 
[Fntm  a  Pmn  capf  in  the  pannMBJon  of  the  Riglil  Hon.  John  WUaon  Crate.] 

ViPWrr.  June  30th,  IWiV 

Sir, 

I  have  sent  the  Ampliion,  Captain  Sutton,  to  Tangier-Baj, 
in  order  to  receive  such  intelligence  of  the  Enemy's  Fleet  tf 
you  may  be  able  to  give  him.  It  is  a  very  interesting  momenl 
for  me  to  know  if  the  Enemy  have  entered  the  Mediterranean, 
or  are  gone  to  Cadiz :  therefore,  I  shall  thank  you  to  lell 
Captain  Sutton  all  you  know  relative  to  the  Enemy's  Fleet, 
and  such  other  information  as  you  may  be  so  good  as  to  give 
him.  I  have  further  to  request  that  my  near  approach  niqf 
be  kept  aa  great  a  secret  as  is  possible.  Should  the  Enemyil 
Fleet  not  have  passed  the  Straits,  it  is  very  possible  that  I  maj 
anchor  the  Fleet  in  Tangier  Bay,  and  therefore  should  be  ^vi 
to  know  if  I  can  procure  bullocks,  onions,  lemons,  and  oranges' 
for  the  Ships'  Companies,  for  which  will  be  paid  dollart. 
Upon  all  these  points  your  kind  information  will  moat  tmlj 
oblige.  Sir,  your  most  obedient  Servant, 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

The  Combined  Fleet  passed  to  the  Northward  of  Andgua 
on  June  8th. 

'  LieiiWnanl  Tliomiu  Wing:  lif  died  n  LienWIWnl  in  18;1T. 

'  Mr.  I'Lillip  TliickiirBsr  Ilomi  Ilia  CommiiuiDn.  as  Lieu Kn int.  was  dUd  Ttl 
October  IttDTi ;  uid  liiviug  bern  FinI  Lieaieaanl  or  the  Superb  id  Algi*n,  ta  l|i'> 
vtiBii  lie  «u  aerenty  worinded,  lie  »u  promoted  lo  be  *  Comnwnder  iu  SeyuabM 
of  tlui  jnr.  in  wbicJi  rank  he  ilied  in  isas  or  ]»4tt. 
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Sir, 


TO  CAPTAIN  PARKER,  H.M.  SHIP  AMAZON. 
pVotn  8  Pre<;9  Cnpf  in  llie  pusseisioa  of  llic  Ttigbt  Hou.  J0I111  Wil<on  Craker. 

KAb  information  is  at  this  moment  of  the  very  utmoat  im- 
portance respecting  the  Enemy's  Fleet,  I  have  therefore  to 
desire  that  you  will  make  the  best  of  your  way,  when  I  shall 
make  the  signal  for  the  Amazon  to  proceed  upon  this  service, 
by  Cape  Si.  ^'incent,  Cape  St.  Mary's  and  off  Cadiz,  that  I 
may  be  informed,  as  expeditiously  as  possible,  if  the  Enemy's 
Fleet  from  the  West  Indies  have  entered  the  Port  of  Cadiz,  or 
gone  into  the  Mediterranean ;  and  you  will  join  me  directly 
off  Cape  Spartel,  from  seven  to  tuelve  leagues  West  from  it, 
where  I  shall  expect  your  arrival  with  the  greatest  anxiety. 
If,  before  yoii  get  so  far  as  Cadiz,  that  you  can  get  information, 
which  may  be  depended  upon,  you  will  go  to  the  above- 
mentioned  Rendezvous,  and  wait  my  arrival ;  and  should  you 
hear  of  either  my  having  followed  the  Enemy  inio  the  Medi- 
terranean, or  gone  to  any  other  place  in  pursuit  of  them,  you 
will  endeavour  to  join  me  with  all  expedition.  I  know  with 
what  confidence  I  may  rely  upon  yonr  activity,  zeal,  and  at- 
tention to  this  service,  so  highly  important  to  our  Country,  and 
be  assured,  I  am,  with  the  highest  regard,  yonr  most  obedient, 
htimble  servant, 

Nelbon  and  Bronte. 
Should  you  meet  Frigates  or  Sloops,  not  employed  upon 
very  important  service,  it  is  of  the  greatest  consequence  that 
they  should  join  me  on  the  above  Rendezvous. 

N.  andB. 


H  TO  REAR-ADMIRAL  LOUIS. 

[AnUfrtpli,  in  Ibe  pm^eiiiiaii  al  llie  Bevennd  Dr.  KaHeg.    "  Julj  Ul.    Kmu. 
Llgbl  brpEiw  anil  elfur.    3l.  Mnrv'i  (Azores)  S.  *0  E.,  diHUnce  HA  Imjnm.'  — 

ViolOT,  July  1^1,  1805. 

My  dear  Admiral, 
I  think  yon  may  wilh  great  safety  venture  to  dine  on  board 
the  Victory  to-tlay,  for  I  too  much  fear  that  we  shall  not 
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have  a  wind  to  move  us  faster  than  Boats  can  pass.    I  can  tell 

you  no  news,  but  Amazon*  may  bring  us  some.     Ever,  my 

dear  Louis,  yours  most  faithfully. 

Nelson  and  Bbontb. 


TO  CAPTAIN  HARGOOD,  H.M.  SHIP  BELLEISLE. 

[From  the  "  Memoir  of  the  Life  and  Senrices  of  Admiral  Sir  William  Hirgooi 
G.C.B.,  G.C.H./'  p.  112.] 

Victory,  July  lat,  1805. 

My  dear  Hargood, 
As  the  day  is  very  fine,  I  was  in  hopes  that  you  would 
have  come  on  board,  and  dined.  From  winds,  and  the  ex- 
pectation of  wind,  I  have  been  afraid  to  ask  my  fiiends  to 
dinner ;  but  I  need  not,  I  hope,  assure  you,  how  glad  I  am 
always  to  see  you,   being,  my  dear  Haigood,  yours  most 

faithfully. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


PRIVATE  DIARY. 


[From  Clarke  and  M'Arllmr,  vol.  ii.  p.  415.  "8th  July.  a.m.  At  11-80,  sawtht 
Island  of  St.  Michael's  E.S.E.  per  compass,  distance  17  J  leagues." — Jlctory'sLo^] 

8th  July,  1S05. 

We  crawled  thirty-three  miles  the  last  twenty-four  hours; 
my  only  hope  is,  that  the  Enemy's  Fleet  are  near  us,  and  in 
the  same  situation.  All  night  light  breezes,  standing  to  the 
Eastward,  to  go  to  the  Northward  of  St.  Michael's.  At  times 
squally  with  rain.  On  examining  the  Spanish  log  and  chart 
we  had  taken  in  a  Bark  from  La  Guira,*  I  find  that  the  Com- 
bined Squadrons  went  in  sight  of  Cape  Blanco,  and  passed 
close  to  the  Salvages. 

*  At  T),  A.M.  on  the  Ist  of  July,  the  Amazon  maiie  the  signal  for  a  strange  sail, 
S.S.W.,  wliich  she  proceeded  to  examine,  hut  nothing  more  occurs  in  the  Victorr's 
Log,  or  Signal  liOg,  on  the  suhject. 

*  June  vJHtli.     "p.m.     At  r)-4.*>,  ohserved  the  Amazon  to  hoist  French  coloars. 
7,  Amazon  fired  a  gun.     20th  June,  a.m.    O'-IO,  ohserved  the  Amazon  with  ber 
chase  in  tow." — Signal  Log.     "  Dayh'ght,  observed  the  Amazon  having  a  Settee  in 
tow,  which  proved  to  he  Spaniard  from  La  Gnira.     Noon,  St.  Mary's  (Aioits)  N 
85°  E.,  distance  210  leagues."— J'ic/or/s  Lo^. 


LETTERS. 


TO  COMMISSIONER  OTWAY.  GIDIlALTAll. 
[AnlDgrupb,  in  Ibr  poKsetMou  of  Reu-Aituiiml  IiiBleGrlil,  <J^.] 

Vitlorv,  Jiilj-  lOlh,  IKII.",. 


TO  CAPTAIN  KEATS.  H.M.  Sllll'  SUPERB. 
[Aulogr^b,  in  llie  foesnsioD  oTUie  RcYercad  RiaUud  KeUs.] 

Vklory,  July  IDOi,  iSOj, 
My  dear  Keata, 
I  send  you  the  last  Papers;  lliey  seem  rather  worse  for 
wear.     I  hope  our  present  wind  will  last  us  to  Cape  Sportcl. 
When  the  weather  is  fine,  and  you  feel  so  Inclined,  I  trust  1 
need  not  repeat  how  happy  I  am  at  all  times  to  sec  you,  feel- 
ing myself  your  much  obliged, 
^^  Nelson  and  Bronte. 

H  My  dear  Commissioner, 
H  Be  so  good  as  lo  order  a  fore-yard  to  be  prepared  for  the 
•Canopus  ;  hers  is  rotten.  Whether  the  Fleet  will  anehor  at 
Gibraltar,  or  pass  up  the  Mediterranean,  must  depend  npon 
what  the  Enemy  may  have  done,  and  when  they  passed 
Gibraltar ;  for  if  there  is  a  hope  of  getting  up  with  them 
before  they  get  to  Toulon,  I  shall  not  anchor.  I  have  ordered 
no  letters  to  be  received  for  Gibraltar,  as  I  do  nut  wish  it  to  be 
known,  at  the  Ruck,  my  intention  of  anchoring.  You  will  be 
so  good  as  to  mention  my  intentions  and  wishes  for  secrecy, 
to  General  Fox.  If  I  pass  up  the  Mediterranean,  I  shall 
write  you  a  line  relative  to  stores,  &c.  &c.  I  am  always,  my 
dear  Commissioner,  your  much  obliged,  humble  servant, 

Nelson  and  Bbonte. 

f'       My  dear  Adnural, 

I  wish  the  probability  of  the  Fleet's  anchoring  nt  Gihraltal 
to  be  kept  as  secret  as  possible,  for  everything  which  Is  known 
on  the  Bock  gets  into  Spcun.     If  the  Enemy's  Fleet  has 


To  REAR-AD.MJliAJ,  KMGHT,  GillltALiAR. 


■  Pieu-copy  iu  ilio  [lo^aFi 


Kigbi  lion.  JoUn  WiKou  froker.] 
Vicluri,  July  lUlL,  IISOo. 
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paired  up  the  Mctli  terra  lie  an,  (unlc&s  ii  Las  been  such  a  Icnglb 
of"  lime  that  there  is  nu  chaucc  of  my  getting  up  wiiL  them 
before  thej  get  into  Toulon,)  I  shall  not  anchor  at  Gibr»iut, 
but  have  the  Transports  convoyed  after  the  Fleet ;  but  w 
this  subject  I  shall  write,  if  I  do  not  stop.  Be  so  good  asio 
mention  these  circumstHiicee  to  General  Fox,  I  have  wrote  lo 
the  Commis^oncr  to  prepare  a  fore-yard  for  Canopus,  as  ben 
is  rotten.  I  am  ever,  my  dear  Admiral,  your  most  &ilbfii1| 
humble  servant, 

NELSON  AMD  BbONTB. 


TO  WILLUM  UARSDEN,  ES<J..  ADJIIRALIT. 

[Original,  in  Uie  Admirall}.] 

Violorj.  ml  Sea,  lOllt  Julj,  im. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  acquaint  the  Lords  ComniisuotierB  i 
of  the  Admiralty  that  Mr.  James  Marguette,  (amanof  coloui,) 
who  has  for  these  many  years  piloted  his  Majesty's  Ships,  in 
Squadrons  and  otherwise,  from  Barbadoes  to  the  differeni 
Leeward  Islands,  came  on  board  the  Victory  off  that  Island, 
on  the  4th  ult.,  for  the  purpose  of  piloting  the  Fleet  under 
my  command  to  any  of  the  Leeward  Islands  in  pursuit  of  the 
Enemy ;  and  that  on  the  13th  June,  when  the  Fleet  saikJ 
from  Antigua,  I  judged  it  proper  to  take  him  with  me,  that  I 
might  (in  case  of  certain  information  after  we  lefl  that  place, 
that  the  Enemy  had  gone  to  Porto  Rico  or  Jamaica,)  have  a 
person  with  me  who  was  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  pilot- 
age of  those  places ;  and  as  Mr.  Marguette  is  a  very  clever, 
able  man,  and  had  been  at  the  former  place  witli  Sir  Henrj 
Harvey,*  and  several  other  Admirals;  he  is,  tLerefore,  now 
on  board  the  Fleet ;  and  it  is  my  intention  to  send  him  to 
England  by  the  first  opportunity,  in  order  that  their  Ixird- 
ships  may  direct  him  a  passage  to  Barbadoes  by  the  first  Ship 
of  War  going  there. 

I    shall    furnish    Mr.  Marguette  with  a   letter^   when  he 
quits  the  Victory,  that  due  attention  may  be  paid  to  thie 

*  A<liuir(il  Sir  Hvnr;  Uuvej,  K.B.,  wlio  died  in  Cevcmbei  IbKK 
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duable  iiiau,  who  very  cheerfully  offered  hia  services 
llot  the  Fleel.  I,  therefore,  heg  leave  to  reconiuiend  him 
K  their  Lordships'  notice,  and  trust  they  will  be  pleased  to 
f>rove  of  my  having  taken  him  with  me,  for  the  reasons 
efore  mentioned.     I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bbontu. 


PRIVATE  DIARY. 
[From  Cluke  uid  M'ArUiui,  vol.  u.  p.  110.] 


TO  CAPTAIN  PARKER,  H.M.  SHIP  ABUZON. 
I  [Prom  a  Fnu-copj  in  Uie  pogaeasioii  ot  Lbe  Bight  Hon.  John  Wileon  Crokn.] 

July  loiii,  leos. 
Sir, 
If  you  find'  off  Cape  Spartel  any  Vessel  which  can  convey 
your  intelligence  to  me,  on  niy  arrival  off  that  Cape,  you  will 
proceed  to  Gibraltar,  and  complete  your  water,  provisions, 
and  stores  with  all  possible  expedition,  and  join  me,  unless  I 
send  you  further  orders.     I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bbonte. 

»Wediiead«j.  Hili  Julj,  IBOS. 
Our  whole  run  from  Barbuda,  day  by  day,  was  3469  miles ; 
our  run  from  Cape  St.  Vincent  to  Barbadoes  was  3227  miles, 
so  that  our  run  back  was  only  232  miles  more  than  our  run 
out — allowance  being  made  for  the  difference  of  the  latitudes 

Isad  longitudes  of  Barbadoes  and  Barbuda ;  average,  per  day, 
^Qurty-fouT  leagues,  wanting  nine  miles. 
f  It^ili  Jiilj.  180S. 

\  Cape  Spartel  in  sight,'  but  no  French  Fleet,  nor  any  in- 
>lwmation  about  them:  how  sorrowfid  this  makes  me,  but  I 
cannot  help  myself  I 

'  Tbougli  Uils  KoEF  wu  datid  on  tbe  iOtli  of  July.  Uie  Amucm  did  noi  luvi  the 
Squadron  until  the  furenoon  of  the  I3th  et  IhU  month,  hIkd  Ckps  SI.  Vlnceoi  ban 
S.8[l°  B.,  dislsnc«  mbonl  IV^  leagues.— Siyiinf  Log. 

'  "  18th  July.    Noon.    C^e  Spulel  8.  tb"  E.,  dislnuce  13  le»eilra."— J"iftory'i 


DMIUAL  COLLING  WOOU. 


jt  lloDOimiblc  Mrs.  KeoiiUani  C 
t  Mm  «f  W«i  in  figlit." — Sif-al  Ijy] 


ViclorT,  Jolj  iMiL,  IwlV 


Mv  ilc«r  CoUiogvood, 

1  am,  IS  Tou  mcT  sujtpoeei  miserable  at  not  having  ftllen 
in  with  the  Eueiuj^B  Fleet;  nod  I  am  t' 


J  tliem.     The  name  of  General  Bterelon 
wiB  not  aoon  be  ibrgoL     But  for  bis  false  infurmaiion,  ibe 


sum>w.  u  oot 


*  0«  te  itM  <f  Mv- 1^^  V 


^  Uuinl  CoUiiijrwDodiiraB  afitMiiBint  U> 


»99nin:  ba  wtit*4  bT C*pa  FintUMir,  nn  tlie -JTtli  iit IW 


I  «tlk  Stt  tOAmi  BUanoa,  >lu«b  iirfuced  lUm  t 


UKtt*t«4arj||r.Tlw 


n«(«  llw  bllaviuglfilcT  to  L«l 

jBijieih.  l(Kla.•rci«l■ 
-Iiii|naihBjiiiiilHiht>'|  III!  jii II  II  til  I   111  I  liiiii  ill!  I  .iiiilmildli 

tIaWM  lattMUtil  >M«4  ilMmd;  I  «mH  tan  h«ri  Ihr  ptmvc  of  Ma^  JM,  «rf 
•iMUatTMhtrntodT^vTMinMBTfrimUiip.  'Wt  fgnmihti  yom  ■wSk 
fMJBit  aM  iMnii  vMbM  wv  wn  to  n(M  jrow  Lonbhip.  w  the  FraaclMn 
IM. 

'IkriWfalkrMw  tiw  aalM  vdcn  hr  FMricn  ^nu*  Wbn  tlu  Taalaa 


•MM^MNt-M,  TW«^li^«f  ^TiwiiM.nWn  hiii»Miil»T rente.  B«llbn< 
«t>Vt  k«l  «B  lb*  AM  bvtaad  dMi  MBitoaliM  lh*T  hate  in  iW*.  mnl  tiiU  li^ni 
Hull  I  Til  it  ill  ihlwHi  IiiUbi^ii  ItmHij-iTii  -infinnfi  FondS^aiirM 
koB  CaUn.  aMk>.ik>  raoBl  of  lk»  B^  aad.  taUii«  the  BKbckin  rwiitf  <)ib  itaa, 
^furtrnV^itm    pnh»ffc»k>a<itrlM>  Saa.ikml<iWj(D«ib}tnatjaM«. 

^pMl  toW  t|Bi><H»|ih»i  fcnalwiHitl 
i>«<M»f«ta««>iwiki    iMiiatfcirtiaBtw 
}mA« *M to  •&■«•  g( kaa, «*kfe  i  fc  art  t«k<«  iW  f-wona  >mU da.wfeb- 
wtf  aakita«raai*fMKi*aiBL     TMi  saaMM  l>  kis  abb  vTcou.     Wa  aai    ! 
■M.  |«it^i.fc|-[  atMiM  «ka«  ia  Ikaah  aa4  Mntrrlr  I  rah  tmv  Lirtit^ 

■aiagali  if^il.T  I 'iirnir     -y  — -"  — —  j ^p^  ...--^  ^ 

"IfeataabMdNMCytarHdqtTlhfrkU*.    U«  iiilrfa  athhfcija;    ' 
ih»»Ma»MaaMatWr*f>»iiii«inni.«aMiirMw*"a-  H*idWBa,ilMiO«lM,    < 
r      il  I  I    jl      ,  "-j^  ■    —  '^j-    •    -    -    —    -    MliaMniq(a»«UMa^ 
SMril^  ^  ■  Sv^haa  at  BhUm.  >^  K  Q«n>  b  Fb«t  C^a^  U  .«^itri  Cm- 
-allhL    lh.f.H;MMh;ftMBiJUainl]UDarl««AiBdW«BTUadiv«h 
MU^MiateinlUMl*.  WkralhaaljnahalaaitaKiSUf^IaMt'MMn 
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Ule  would  have  been  fought  where  Rodney  fought  hie, 

6lb.  I  must  now  only  hope  that  the  Enemy  have 
t  tricked  mc,  and  gone  to  Jnmaicu ;  but  if  the  account,  of 
which  I  send  you  a  copy,  is  correct,  it  is  more  than  probable 
they  are  cither  gone  to  the  Northward,  or,  if  bound  to  the 
Mediterranean,  not  yet  arrived.  The  Spaniards,  or  the  greatest 
part  of  them,  I  take  for  granted,  are  gone  to  the  Haianuali, 
and  I  suppose,  have  taken  fourteen  Sail  of  Antigua  liugar 
loaded  Ships  with  them.  The  moment  the  Hect  is  watered, 
and  got  some  refreshments,  of  which  we  are  in  great  want,  I 
shall  come  out,  and  make  you  a  visit ;  not,  my  dear  friend, 
to  take  your  Command  from  you,  ^for  I  may  probably  add 
mine  to  you,)  hut  to  consult  how  we  can  best  serve  our  Coun- 
tiy,  by  detaching  a  part  of  this  large  force.  God  bless  you, 
my  dear  friend,  and  believe  me  ever  most  affectionately  yours, 

■  NEtaoN  AND  Bronte. 

H      Admiral  Murray  desires  lo  be  kindly  remembered. 


on  I 


10  »ILL1A.U  MAHSDEX,  ESQ.,  ADMIRALTV. 


> 


[Aulogra|>li,  in  iLs  Adiiuriill^r.  '- 1 titli  J uly,  A.y.  A[  7';jll.  uicbored  in  BoHia 
B*v,  GibnUuir.  Sigundron  iiuvLuHd  la  couvcnii^ni.  Koiiud  riding  hm  tl.M.  Sliipi 
Dveade  uid  Amnaa.  uid  HcDr-Admiml  Kniglil'a  Plag  ou  IwanI  llie  Goerrier  SLerr- 
hiUk  Id  iLe  Ntole.'— H.lorj'j  T^j.] 

VictoiT,  July  aoili,  1H05,  GibrnWw. 
Sir, 
By  a  Brig  which  sails  for  England  this  day,  I  have  to 
acquaint  you  ihat  I  anchored  in  this  Bay  yesterday  morning, 
without  having  obtained  the  smallest  inielilgence  of  the 
Enemy's  Fleet,  except  what  is  contained  in  the  enclosed 
paper.     The  Squadron  is  in  the  most  perfect  health,  except 

luueutiug  Uiis  loDR  Wu  tLoTild  kttf  nic  (ov  ever  fi 
ir  Laid,  villi  Iiealtli  uid  evpi7  lia|ipiuei>s.     I  am 

ir  Lotdsbip'B  ruitlifiil  uul  idobi  bumble  iicrTaal  uid  fiietH], 

"COtHBElT  COLLIKOWOOn. 

"  1  »m  BXCKdingl;  pletscd  nitli  Cnplain  Muudy  of  Ibe  Hjrdrn.     Hie  dgikoM   ' 
tnd  wUvilj  are  nemplai;;    bi  ia  k  c]t\ti  jauDg  m 
wBler,  Ai, ;  bol  I  ■■nt  ixo  or  three  Frignip"  varj'  much." — Aulograjih,  ia  llie  Krfiou 
PniKiB.    A  lerj  imiierftct  oopj  of  thia  leller  omnrs  in  ibe  "  CorreBpondenoe  uld 
Utinoir  or  Lanl  Cullingiruoil,"  (Vol.  i.  p.  lAO,)  where  il  i»  emmwusl;  aoU  w  h«i« 
■JlntofOclober. 
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some  sympluiDs  of  scurvy,  wliich  I  hojw  to  eradicate  by  bul- 
locks and  refrcshmcots  trora  Tctuan,  lo  which  I  shall  proceed 
to-morrow,  Having  completed  the  Fleet  lo  four  montbi 
provisions,  and  with  slores  for  Channel  Service,  I  shall  get 
outside  the  Mediterranean,  leaving  a  Biithcicnt  force  to  wstch 
Carthagena,  and  proceed  as  upon  a  due  consideration,  on  read- 
ing Vice- Admiral  Colling  wood's  orders,  and  those  which  Beai- 
Admiral  Sir  Kichani  Bickerton  may  have  received  durii^ 
my  absence,  may  surest  lo  be  moal  proper,  or  waiting  until 
their  Lordships'  orders  may  arrive  from  England,  for  the  dis- 
tribution of  this  very  large  force  of  Li ne-ol- Battle  i^liips,  un- 
less I  should  hear  thai  ihc  Enemy  have  gone  for  some  of  (lie 
Porte  in  the  Bay,  when  I  shall  join  the  Squadron  off  Ferrol, 
or  off  Ushant,  as  I  think  the  case  requires.  VMien  I  know 
something  certaiu  of  the  Enemy's  Fleet,  I  shall  embrace  theii 
Lordships'  permission  to  return  to  England  for  a  short  time, 
for  the  re-establish  men  t  of  my  health.  The  Prevoyanlc, 
Store-Ship  will  sail  in  a  few  days,  by  which  Ship  I  shall  write 
further  of  my  intended  proceedings ;  and  I  beg,  through  you, 
to  assure  their  Lordships,  that  however  erroneous  my  judg- 
ment may  be,  that  I  am  anxious  to  act  as  I  think  their  Lord- 
ships would  wish  me,  was  I  near  enough  to  receive  their  ordeni. 
I  am.  Sir,  Sec. 

Nel80N  akd  Bhontb.* 

•  The  foQoiriDB  intelligeaiis  wss  eaclokcd  in  llie  aboie  letler : — "  Intelligence  ic- 
ceived  from  Uie  Amsricui  Scliooner  SoUj,  DBPi]»ej  Wmie,  MmiWr,  from  N»w  Bare 
(Nonli  CiToliua),  bound  lo  Aiitigu*,  luleii  with  lainb«r:  baimled  it  6  r.H.,  Just 
the  l^lb,  im'j,  by  bia  M^eatj's  Sliiti  Amuun.     Eilract  from  Uie  Silly's  Log-boa)! ! 


'H.         K.          F.        Coanos.      Winds. 

HcmKks;  Suadiy,  lOlh  Junr,  IBOS. 

F.H,        T                        8.  bE.       E.bS. 

8»w  twenij-lwo  Sul  of  Iwge  Shipi  lo 
OlP  EMtWRTd,   MudiDg   lo   the  Noftfc. 

ward :  supposed  Ihom  to  be  Ihc  Fnncb 
FlMt  from  MmUnique,  Koing  liome.' 

a  Skvhocs,  U. 

°  3(t"  N.,  Longimde  80°  W"  W,  tai 


(A  tnifl  Coyj.) 
"  At  DaoQ,  the  ScLnwDer  wu  in  Litlitudf 
rtn  only  12  miles  S.8X.  to  Ibe  lime  tbe  strange  Fleet  wi 
until  the  Amixon  bouded  tbe  Seboonnr  sbe  mado  little  vay,  luiiug  the  wind  m; 
liglil  from  llie  S.K.  Uu  isking  lUe  Muter  Uid  Male  wliy  they  miiipaBed  llie  FIvM 
seen  by  tbem  wete  Frencb  ?  IbD  Matter  reg'liod  tliBt  an  Amerioui  Brig  ttom  HuU- 
niqae  tpoke  turn  eigbt  days  before,  and  infurmed  liim  tlmt  a  Sqiiadruu  liad  aitited 
at  Mu-tiniiiiiB  &am  France;  be  theiefore  aupposed  llie  Fleet  Becu  lo  be  Uial  &)»* 
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Clarke  uid  M< 


ii,  p,  110.] 

aiHli  July,  WW). 
[  went  on  shore  for  the  first  time  since  the  16th  of  June, 
|03 ;  and  firom  having  my  foot  out  of  the  Victory,  two  years, 
inting  ten  days. 


[AniogrtpU,  ill  Ihi 


My  Lord, 

It  was  not  until  my  return  to  the  Mediterranean,  that  I 
knew  who  was  appointed  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  in  the 
room  of  Lord  Melville,  or  I  should  have  wrote  you  whenever 
opportunities  offered  for  sending  letters;  for  there  must  be, 
yoar  Lordship  well  knows,  many  things  which  may  be  said  to 
the  First  Lord,  which  would  be  improper  to  address  to  a  Public 
Board;  and  in  presuming  to  offer  any  opinions,  I  tnist  that 
your  Lordship  will  not  think  that  I  offer  my  opinions  with  a 
presumptuous  expectation  that  they  ought  to  be  followed,  but 
rather  to  enable  the  First  Lord  to  become  an  accurate  judge 
of  the  present  situation  of  the  Mediterranean.  Not  having 
seen  either  Admiral  Collingwood,  who  is  oif  Cadiz,  or  Sir 
Richard  Bickerton,  who  is  off  Carthagena,  I  know  not  what 
orders  they  have  received,  or  tlie  reasons  on  which  their  pre- 
sent mode  of  acting  is  followed;  but  I  have  sent  for  Sir 
Richard  Bickerton,  and  shall  go  to  Admiral  Collingwood,  to 
be  better  Informed. 

droa  retnniiiig  Uotuv,  Tlie  Miuler's  apiulou  of  Xha  roiirxe  slecred  by  ihe  itriuige 
Fleel  "tm.  N.N.E. ;  Hie  M«to  thouglil,  nbonl  N.K.W.  BolL  of  tlifm  weul  to  Oie 
mul-liHd  at  the  Sclioouer,  and  acre  poailile  Uiu  Uic  81iip«  seen  were  Men-of- 
Ww,  Laving  fojilIb,  Blay-auls,  and  *1]  trila  gel,  ahDwiDg  tlietu  u  lott  as  iLn  lower 
jraid*.  Ou  rslerriug  back  to  tlie  ScLooner's  Log,  I  round  vutered  uu  IL  tlin  iutelli- 
gcnce  obuiiied  bj^  liiin  trola  the  Btig  (an  befoie  atated)  from  Mayiiniqiie. 

"  BloaJHD  SsfMOti 

(Copy,) 

"  Nelsok  aso  Baoim, 
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I  find  the  Admiral  at  Gibraltar  without  any  Naval  force 
under  his  orders,  ivhicli,  from  the  orders  of  the  Admiraltj  to 
Admiral  Knight,  docs  not  seem  to  be  the  Board's  intention. 
Gibraltar,  between  the  two  Admirals,  seems  (if  I  may  be  allowed 
the  expression)  almost  abandoned.  Some  regular  and  proper 
force  miiet  be  thought  of,  and  it  should  be  permanent ;  beailES 
which,  if  the  Town  of  Gibraltar  and  the  Garrison  is  to  be 
saved  from  the  harassing  and  distress  occasioned  by  the  Gun- 
boaU,  sometliin^  of  the  Praam  kind  must  be  adopted,  and  a 
Marine  Brigade,  to  man  from  ten  to  twenty  Gun-Boats.  No- 
body iu  our  Service  can  have  more  knowledge  on  this  subject 
than  my  friend  Sir  Roger  Curtis.  It  is  generally  believed 
that  a  very  formidable  annoyance  by  red-hot  shot  from  Gi 
Boats  is  intended. 

I  hear,  indeed  see,  by  Admiral  Colling  wood's  orders  to 
Admiral  Knight,  that  several  of  the  Frigates  are  drawn  from 
the  upper  part  of  the  Mediterranean.  Unless  Rnsia  takes 
this  service  upon  herself,  the  French  will,  whenever  ihej 
please,  convey  an  Army  to  Sardinia,  Sicily,  the  Morea,  or 
f^-pt,  all  which  points  I  have  been  instnietcd  to  guard,  and 
for  which  service  I  have  repeatedly  applied  for  many,  many 
more  Frigates  and  Sloops  of  War.  The  conseciuence  of  our 
abandoning  this  service  will  be  the  loss  of  our  influence  ia 
this  Country,  which  has  hitherto  (I  mean  Sardinia,  Naples, 
and  Turkey)  considered  themselves  as  protected  by  Great 
Britain. 

Your  Lordship  will,  I  trust,  pardon  my  remarks ;  and 
I  could  enlarge  very  much  u^wn  those  important  subjects, 
but  I  will  not  intrude  more  ujiou  your  time,  than  to  assure 
you  that  I  am,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  Lordship's  most 
faitliful  and  obedient  servant, 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  nCE-ADMIRAL  COLLINOWOOD,' 

{Aiilograpli,  In  the  posnt^iiion  of  ih«  Hououralle  Mm.  Newnbtm  Collingrood.] 

Victory,  Jnly  aodi,  le05, 
My  dear  Collingwoo<], 
The  Martin  Sloop  arrived  ihis  morning,  and,  os  Captaia  ' 
Savage*  sa^a  thai  tlie  Pickle  Schooner  left  the  Fleet  before 
him,  for  Gibraltar,  I  fear  that  some  acciJcnt  has  happened  to 
her.  I  ehall  be  in  Tetnan  on  the  22nd;  and  twenty-four 
hours  will  then  complete  us  for  an  East  India  voyage  ;  and  I 
shall  see  you  as  soon  as  possible.  I  have  sent  for  Sir  Richard 
BicIccrtoD,  as  I  am  in  total  ignorance  of  the  intentions  of  the 
Admiralty,  and  I  find  that  the  Frigates  are  ordered  from  aloft 
to  join  yon,  and  at  a  moment  when  I  have  funded  that  at  least 
double  the  number  arc  wanted;  but  the  orders  of  the  Admi- 
ralty must  be  obeyed.  I  only  hope  Officers  will  not  be 
blamed  for  the  events  which  it  is  not  difficult  to  foresee  will 
h^pen.  God  bless  you,  my  dear  friend,  and  believe  me 
ever,  yom«  most  faithfully,  Nelson  and  Bronte. 

'  Ou  llie  IDib  of  July,  Vicf-Adminil  CoUiiigwooJ  re|iliea  to  Lord  NelMuV  Idler 
oflbelSlb.     (Videp, -i?';,  Biile.) 

"  Dresanougbl,  July  lOlb,  1805. 
"  My  ift  Lord, 

"  I  well  know  wtuu  jour  Lordpl>i{i'B  Ju>^i[iointmrnl  U.  uiil  abira  Ibe  moMlQcUion 
ofil-  II  nauld  luve  been  a  bappy  d«y  Ibr  Knglmid.  oould  you  liave  niEl  ibvin; 
tmtll  u  your  force  wm,  I  Irugl  it  wonM  bate  been  found  enough.  Truly  g\td  will 
I  b«  10  'ce  you,  my  dear  n^«nd,  and  [a  gi\t  you  my  htit  opinioii  on  Ibn preseul  alale 
of  nflVun,  wbiuti  are  ill  ttae  blgbeit  degree  ialriole ;  bul  reasomng  on  [be  jioUey  of 
Uie  preneiil  Frencb  GoTpminenl,  wbo  never  luin  bi  little  Ibiiigs  wbile  greot  abji>clii 
Mv  in  new,  I  bave  considiired  Ibe  ioTisian  of  Irtliuid  na  the  real  loark  nud  butt  of 
oil  ibeir  operation!!.  Tbe  lligbl  to  tbe  West  Indin  wta  to  take  otfibe  Naiiil  Foiet, 
wbicb  is  tlip  great  impeditueut  to  Ibsir  nwlerlakiiig.  Tlir  Rocbfort  8q.uulruii')  return 
eonflnncd  me.  I  tliinb  Ibey  will  uow  eolleet  Iboir  forco  at  Fcrrol,  nbicli  C'aldertelle 
me  are  in  nioLioii — pick  up  Ibosc  at  tloDhfort,  wbo,  I  am  told,  ore  equally  ready,  and 
will  make  Ibem  above  thirty  Sail ;  niid  Uien,  williout  goiug  neiir  Usbnul,  or  Ibe 
Channel  Fleet,  [iroceed  to  Ireland.  Dctacbliienia  must  go  IVom  tbe  Clumnel  Fleet 
to  Huccour  Ireland,  nbea  the  Brest  Fleet — twea(y*oue,  I  believe,  of  tbem,  will  gall, 
eillier  to  uiotber  part  of  Ireland,  or  up  the  CbanuEl— a  son  of  force  Ibal  bas  not 
brtn  seen  ia  rbone  neas.  perbipn,  ever. 

"  The  Hirtin  bu  jiiat  anited  lierv  ;  aiHl  by  ber,  I  sball  aend  oil  Ibe  letters.  Sic, 
for  Gibraltar.    I  aend  yonr  Lordabip  a  paeket  wbich  Admiral  Kni^t  Irongmilled 
lo  roe  to  go  10  Fn gland  for  tbe  Seereiuiea  of  Stale.    I  bave  the  bonoiir  lo  be,  jic, 
"  CUTHBSBT  CoLtmawooD. 

■'Tb  not  yonr  LordMbip  sarpriied  lo  Hud  Viee-Adniiral  Nugent,  Firal  Ci^uEn 
lo  Ibe  Commuider-iii-Cbirf,  Channel  Fleet?" — Ailoyrnph,  in  tbe  Nelson  Piq>en. 

■Capt^  n,  S.  SavBgeoppeiirslobaTedi«dBCoiiuiiai](ler,beC«eeulSO0ani 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDF.X.  ^»^,  ADMIRALTY. 
'Aiito^rapli,  ill  lilt  pMteMian  of  Mr*.  Leake.] 

rAiiD.li  -joui  jiiiT,  1^.; 
I  am,  mj  dear  Mr.  Marsden,  as  completely  miserable  at  my 
greatest  enemy  could  wish  me  ;  but  I  neither  blame  fortune 
or  my  owo  judgmeul.  Oh,  General  Brercton!  Geoenl 
Brereton !  Praj  forward  the  inclosed,  I  shall  see  and  tfaadt 
you  very  soon.     Ever  your  obliged, 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  ms  EXCKLLENCy  MVUH  ELLIOT,  ESQ-  NAPLES. 

[Au1i>Kr»p1i,  in  I  lie  Elliot  P»p*i*.] 

My  dear  Sir,  vifiofr,  Gibr»ii«.  Juij  aiw.  19W. 

I  arrived  here  a  day  before  tbc  Martin  Sloop ;  therefore,  I 
ran  only  tell  you,  that  I  heard  nothing  since  of  the  Enemy's 
Fleet — theretbre,  whether  they  are  bound  for  the  Mediter- 
ranean, Cadiz,  or  some  Port  in  the  Bay,  I  am  ignorant.  I  shall 
sail  to-morrow  to  watch  for  them  outside  the  Straits,  and  to 
act  as  circumstances  shall  render  necessary. 

I  have  only,  from  public  rumour,  not  having  seen  either 
the  Admirals  off  Cadiz,  or  off  Carthagena,  [heard]  of  what  is 
passing  at  Naples,  except  some  extracts  of  letters  sent  by  Sir 
Alexander  Ball,  which  Admiral  Knight  has  sent  off  CadiL 
But  I  Ece  too  clearly  that  matters  seem  drawing  to  a  concloaon 
respecting  Naples;  but  I  hope  the  Allies  of  Naples  will  not 
suffer  those  Kingdoms  to  be  seized  by  Buonaparte. 

I  can  say  nothing  more.  The  Admiralty,  I  hear,  have 
ordered  three  Frigates  from  up  the  Mediterranean  outside 
the  Straits,  It  is  past  my  comprehension,  when  I  have  wrote 
that  many,  many  more  than  are  there  at  present  are  wanted. 
I  shall  direct  a  Ship  to  relieve  the  Excellent  as  soon  as  the 
destination  of  the  Enemy's  Squadron  ia  ascertained;  and  if  it  b 
tine  that  the  Line-of-Batl!e  Ship"  is  anchored  at  Genoa,  I  must 
send,  and  try  and  take  her.  When  these  things  are  arranged, 
I  shall  proceed  to  England.  Your  son  is  very  well.  I  am 
ever,  my  dear  Sir,  your  Excellency's  most  faithful  auj  obe- 
dient servant.  Nelson  and  Bronte. 
'  A  Fcencli  Sliip  of  the  Line  bniWing  M  Genua.     VlUe  p,  488,  (losi. 


TO  His  EXCELLENCY  SIH  JOHN  ACTON.  BART. 

ft  Preea-Mpy  in  tLie  ponneiwlan  of  ihe  RifFhl  Hnn.  John  WiUaii  Cniker,] 

VirtoiT,  Gibralur  Bay.  July  -iUl,  lr"l:i. 
My  dear  Sir  John, 
,  I  arrived  here  [the  day  before]  yesterday,  and  shall  sail  to-  I 
lorrow  morning;  for  having  got  not  even  a  drop  of  water  in 
J  West  Indie.x,  we  had  nothing  in  the  Fleet.     I  may,  if  it  is 
ssible,  be  yet  ahead  of  the  Enemy ;  but  I  almost  despair  of 
r  coming  this  road.     I  know  scarcely  anything  of  what  is 
ssing  up  the  Mediterranean;  for  I  have  seen  neither  the 
idmiral  from  Carthagena  or  Cadiz,  who  have  between  them 
1  the  lettera;  but  public  rumour  says  here,  thai  Buonaparte 
s  threatened  Naples  with  his  vengeance.     I  hope  the  Allies 
F  our  good  Sovereign  will  not  any  longer  be  deterred  from 
acting  an  honourable  and  vigorous  part.     When  the  destina- 
tion of  the  Enemy's  Fleet  is  lixed,  I  shall  proceed  to  England, 
to  try  and  recruit  myself;  and  nothing  shall  be  wanting  on 
my  part  there  to  be  useful  to  the  Two  Sicilies.     I  am  ever, 
my  dear  Sir  John,  your  Excellency's  moat  obliged  and  faithful 
servant, 

Nei^on  and  Bronte. 


TO  8IR  ALEXANDKR  JOHN  BALL,  BART„  MALTA. 


a  Press-onpy  in  Ihe  j 


i^ion  of  the  Right  Han.  Sobn  WiUon  Croker.] 


Vicionr.  QibmlKT,  July  aUl,  IBOS. 
My  dear  Ball, 
I  arrived  here  before  the  Martin,  (on  Friday.)     1  have   ' 
little  to  add  to  my  letter  by  her,  having  heard  nothing  of  the 
Enemy's  Fleet ;  but  it  is  possible  I  may  be  ahead  of  them, 
for  I  have  carried  every  rag,  night  and  day.     We  have  lost 
neither  Officer  or  man  by  sickness  since  we  left  the  Mediter- 
ranean.    The  Enemy's  Squadrons  have  been  very  sickly.     I 
shall  sail  at  daylight  for  outside  ihe  Straits,  to  try  and  meet, 
or  be  ready  to  pack  after,  them,  if  they  are  gone  to  the  Bay, 
which  many  think,  and  that  Ireland  is  the  great  object.     1 
hear  the  Admiralty — indeed,  I  have  seen  it — have  ordered 
all  t/oiir  Sloops  of  War  from  the  service  of  Malta.     I  am  all  | 
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astonialiment,  and  shftU  send  diem  up  again.     I  fancy  the 
folks  at  home  have  lost  their  recollection.    God  blesa  joa,iaj 
dear  Ball,  and  beheve  me  ever  yoar  most  attached  friend, 
Nelson  aio)  Brokts. 


TO  HER  MAJESTY  TlIE  QUEEN  OF  NAPLES. 
[From  «  Pi¥«9-copr  in  \ke  posaeialoa  of  llie  Rigbl  IIou.  Jolin  WUxm  CnkM.] 

viFtoiT,  oibTBiMT.  Jill;  aiM,  ima. 
Madame, 

I  was  only  nine  days  in  my  tour  round  the  West  Itkdta 
Leeward  Island ;  therefore,  I  had  not  an  opportunity  of  gel- 
ting  any  of  the  produce  of  those  Islands,  which  might  Ik 
ncceptahle,  except  a  few  tamarinds,  and  a  little  preserred 
ginger,  which  1  beg  your  Majesty  to  accept  from  yuurfaithfol 
Nelson,  The  Fleet  having  received  not  the  smallest  refresh- 
ment, or  even  «  cup  of  water  in  the  West  Indies,  I  have  been 
obliged  to  put  in  here  for  a  few  hours;  but  I  sail  to-morrow, 
and  it  is  still  possible  I  may  be  sure  of  [a  line  is  iUerfibU.~\ 

I  rather  think  most  of  the  Spanish  Ships  are  gone  to  the 
Ilavannah.  Both  French  and  Spaniards  are  dreadfully  sickly. 
They  landed  1000  sick  when  they  arrived  at  Slarlinico,  and 
buried  full  that  number  during  their  stay.  The  Fleet  under 
my  command,  thank  God,  has  lost  neither  Officer  or  Man  by 
sickness  since  I  left  the  Mediterranean. 

When  I  think  of  the  situation  of  my  benefactors,  and  their 
Kingdoms,  I  shudder;  but  God  is  good,  and  he  may  do  much 
by  driving  a  spirit  of  firmness  into  the  councils  of  many  of  the 
Sovereigns  of  Europe,  Your  Majesty  will  readily  perceive  that 
I  mean  more  than  I  choose  to  commit  to  paper.  I  write  Mr. 
Elliot  a  line;  but  as  I  have  seen  none  of  ihe  Admirals  snce 
my  arrival  here — one  being  off  Cadiz,  and  the  other  off  Cor- 
ihagena— i  know  nothing  but  from  public  rumour.  I  shall 
only  assure  your  Majesty  that  I  am,  as  I  have  ever  been,  and 
shall  be,  your  and  the  King's  most  devoted,  grateful,  and 
attached. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 
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TO  BKAR-AD.MIBAL  SIR  niCHARD  DICKERTON,  BART. 


■  Prf:is-CDi>;r  in  tbf  ponsession  of  tLe  '. 


1.  John  Wilion  Cmker.] 


Mj  dear  Sir  Richard, 
I  If  the  orders  of  the  Admiralty  force  yoii  to  remain  off 
rthagena,  with  all  jonr  Squadron,  and  that  the  Queen 
cannot  be  spared  from  that  ser\'icc,  then  I  must  desire  (as  I 
am  ignorant  of  what  orders  the  Admiralty  have  given  since 
my  departure)  that  you  will  proceed  and  join  me  in  the 
Amphion,  calling  at  Gibraltar  for  any  orders  I  may  have  left 
with  either  Admiral  Knight,  or  the  CommiGstoner.  And  as 
it  is  of  the  greatest  consequence  that  they  should  be  ac- 
quainted at  Naples  and  Malta  of  my  return  into  the  Mediter- 
ranean, you  will  fiend  some  Ship  with  my  letters  for  Naples, 
Sicily,  and  Malta.  I  am  ever,  my  dear  Sir  Richard,  yonr 
most  faithful  servant. 

Nelson  and  Biiontk. 


TO  AEAR-ADMIRAL  SIR  RICHARD  BICKERTON,  BART. 
*  Prm-rspj  in  llw  pflMeuion  of  ilie  Biglit  Hon,  John  Wilson  Croksr.] 

Viclorr.JiiWaiRI,  18(W. 


r 

■p      My  dear  Sir  Richard, 

1  would  have  you  turn  in  your  mind  tlie  probability  of 
falling  in  with  me,  should  you  come  outside  the  Straits  after 
me.  I  intend,  in  case  I  cannot  get  to  Tetuan  to-morrow,  to 
gel  clear  of  the  Gut,  and  join  CoUingwood.  From  Ihencc, 
probably,  I  shall  go  to,  or  towards  Lagos  Bay,  until  I  think 
all  chance  is  past  of  the  Enemy's  Fleet  coming  towards  the 
Mediterranean,  when,  if  I  hear  nothing  from  Lisbon  or  Fcrrol 
of  the  arrival  of  the  Enemy's  Fleet  in  the  Bay,  I  shall,  if  I  can- 
not water  at  Lagos,  come  to  Tetuan  Bay.  I  wish  to  see  you, 
that  I  may  arrange  a  proper  force  fur  the  service  of  the  Medi- 
terranean, when  I  go  off,  unless  CoUingwood  is,  in  that  case, 
to  take  the  command. 

I  am  surprised  at  the  orders  for  drawing  all  our  i 
from  Malta.  The  Island  must  starve,  besides  the  other  d 
tresses  which  the  Army  and  Island  must  suffer,     I  shall  D]iLk& 

TOU  VL, 


■  Sloops   I 
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arrangements  for  all  these  services,  and  the  Admiralty  may 
censure  me  if  they  please.  I  am  ever,  my  dear  Sir  Richard, 
mih  the  greatest  regard,  your  most  fiuthftd  friend, 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  REAR-ADMIRAL  KNIGHT,  GIBRALTAR. 

[From  t  Press-copy  in  the  possession  of  the  Right  Hon.  John  Wilson  Croker.] 

Victory,  Joly  91st,  1805. 

My  dear  Admiral, 
When  the  Pickle  is  refitted  send  her  to  me,  if  in  Tetoan 
Bay :  if  I  am  out  of  the  Mediterranean,  send  her  to  Admiral 
CoUingwood.  You  will,  of  course,  signify  to  the  Governor, 
that  she  will  proceed  to  England,  and  receive  the  mails  and 
dispatches.  Admiral  Cornwallis  certainly  commands  the  Fleet, 
and  they  say  Niiffent/is  First  Captain ;  but  this  I  cannot  be* 
lievc.  I  see,  in  an  Admiralty  Order  to  CoUingwood,  that  you 
are  to  hoist  your  Flag  in  a  Frigate ;  but  all  these  matters  I 
shall  fully  and  clearly  arrange,  and  I  hope  to  your  satisfaction, 
and  the  good  of  the  Public  Service.  I  am,  my  dear  Admiral, 
your  faithful  servant. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

As  the  Pickle  goes  home,  the  Prevoyante  need  not  wait  for 
my  letters. 


TO  CAPTAIN  KEATS,  H.M.  SHIP  SUPERB. 

[From  R  Copy.] 

Victory,  July  Slst,  1805. 

The  Superb  will  be  the  first  Line-of-Battle  Ship,  which 
proceeds  to  England;  but  that  may  not  take  place  for  one 
month,  and  it  may  take  place  in  a  few  days :  therefore,  if  the 
Merchants  choose  to  send  money  to  the  Superb  under  these 
circumstances,  they  will  be  acquainted  with  all  that  may 
happen. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 
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TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ^  ADMIRALTY'. 

[Original,  in  the  Admiralty.] 

Victory,  in  Gibraltar  Bay,  July  2l8t,  lf)05. 

Sir, 
I  herewith  transmit  you,  for  the  information  of  the  Lords 
Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  a  copy  of  an  Acting-Order, 
which  I  have  given  to  Mr^John  Chrystie,'  Midshipman  of  the 
Victory,  to  act  as  Lieutenant  of  his  Majesty's  Ship  Guerrier, 
in  the  rookn  of  Lieutenant  William  Tiller/  invalided.  Mr. 
Chrystie  is  an  Admiralty  recommendation,  and  received  a 
severe  wound  in  his  left  cheek  in  an  Action  between  the 
AnsoD  and  La  Loire/  by  having  a  musket-ball  shot  through 
it.     He  is  also  a  very  deserving  young  man.     I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  BAYNTUN,  H.M.  SHIP  LEVIATHAN. 

[From  a  Ptmb  copy  in  the  possession  of  the  Right  Hon.  John  Wilson  Croker.] 

Victory,  July  2l8t,  ISOii. 

Sir, 
If  the  Fleet  cannot  water  at  Tetuan,  I  would  have  you  go 
off  Tetuan,  take  the  Amazon  under  your  orders,  and  receive 
all  the  bullocks  and  refreshments  which  Mr.  Ford  may  have 
procured  for  us,  and  join  me  off  Cadiz.     I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

*  Mr.  John  Chrystie.  His  Commission  was  dated  on  the  27th  of  December,  1805, 
•nd  he  died  t  Lieutenant  about  1834. 

*  He  died  a  Lieutenant  in  1814. 

*  On  the  18th  of  October,  1708,  the  Anson  of  44  guns,  Captain  Pliilip  Cliarles 
Dmrluun,  in  company  with  tlie  Kangaroo  Sloop,  off  the  Coast  of  Ireland,  ci4>tnred 
La  Loire  of  46  guns.  The  Anson  had  two  Seamen  killed,  a  Lieutenant  of  Marines, 
md  two  Marines;  nine  Seamen,  and  two  Marines  wounded.».Aoiti/on  Gazette, 
SOth  October,  1708.  It  is  remarkable  that  Mr.  Chrystie's  name  is  not  among 
the  wounded ;  but  be  may  bate  been  wounded  iu  the  Action  of  the  I'-^th,  between 
3ir  John  Borlase's  Squadron  and  that  of  Commodore  Bompard,  when  the  Anson 
md  La  Loire  were  engaged. 
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TO  REAR-ADMIRAL  KNIGHT,  GIBRALTAR. 

[From  a  Press-copy  iu  the  possession  of  tbe  Right  Hon.  John  Wilson  Crokcr. 
"  22nd  July.  a.m.  At  0*30,  \reigbed  and  made  sail.  Noon,  Sqnadron  in  Compmy. 
P.M.  At  7*30,  anchored  (in  Mazri  Bay,  Tetuan).  Squadron  anchored  as  conTemeot. 
H.  M.  Ship  Amazon  anchored  here." — Tlcfonf's  Log.'] 

Victory,  July  22nd,  1805. 

My  dear  Admiral^ 
Be  so  good  as  to  allow  the  Gun-Brig  to  bring  over  to 
Tetuan  3000lbs.  of  onions,  which  I  have  desired  Mr.  Cotfoitk 
to  put  on  board  her  for  the  Pursers,  as  I  find  we  shall  get  no 
onions  for  the  people's  broth  at  Tetuan.  The  Brig  shall  not 
anchor,  or  be  detained  one  moment  This  will  much  oblige 
yours  faithfully,  Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  REAR-ADMIRAL  KNIGHT,  GIBRALTAR. 
[From  a  Press-oopy  in  the  possession  of  the  Right  Hon.  John  Wilson  Croker.] 

Victory,  July  22nd,  IBO'^. 

My  dear  Admiral, 

As  far  as  my  humble  judgment  goes,  it  appears  that  the 
Gibraltar  station  (which  I  shall  in  my  Order  define),  probably 
from  Malaga  to  some  leagues  outside  Cape  Spartel,  is  intended 
by  the  Admiralty  to  be  left  to  your  charge,  and  that  whatever 
happens  within  the  limits  of  the  Gibraltar  station,  I  shall  of 
course  look  to  you  for  an  account :  therefore,  it  is  my  duty  as 
far  as  I  can,  to  appoint  a  proper  force  for  this  very  important 
service,  and  for  the  neglect  of  which  Admiral  Collingwood 
sent  me  yesterday  a  complaint  from  the  Merchants  to  the 
Admiralty,  respecting  the  capture  of  two  American  Ships  in 
the  Gut,  with  cargoes  valued  at  £100,000,  which  were  carried 
into  Algesiras. 

If  the  wind  is  Westerly,  I  shall  go  to  Tetuan  :  if  Easterly, 
out  of  the  Straits.  Collingwood  thinks  the  Enemy  is  gone  to 
the  Bay :  therefore  I  long  for  water,  that  I  may  be  able  to 
follow  them,  which  I  shall  do,  if  to  Madras.  I  send  yon  a 
copy  of  the  complaint  of  the  Merchants.     Yours  faithfully, 

Nelson  and  Bronte* 
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TO 


[From  a  Press-copy  iu  the  possession  of  the  Ri^ht  lion.  Jolui  Wil:>uu  Croker.] 

Victor)-,  July  2'2ud,  IbO."). 

Sir, 
I  have  been  honoured  with  your  letter  of  yesterday  respect- 
ing Signab.  It  is  certainly  desirable  that  the  Enemy  should 
not  know  all  our  Signals ;  but  Admirals  are  restricted  by  the 
Admiralty  from  altering  the  Flags,  or,  indeed,  meddling  with 
the  Signals,  as  they  intend  that  all  Fleets  and  Ships  which 
may  meet,  should  perfectly  understand  each  other.  The  Num- 
ber of  the  Ship  is  only  a  part  of  our  signal,  for  knowing  whether 
the  Ships  are  friends  when  they  meet  at  sea.  I  am  much 
obliged  by  your  good  wishes,  and  am,  Sir,  your  very  obedient 
servant. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  J.  CUTFORTH,  ESQ. 
[From  a  Press-copy  in  the  posFesnion  of  the  Right  Hon.  John  Wilson  Croker.] 

Victor)-,  July  22ud,  180."). 

Dear  Sir, 
Be  so  good  as  to  purchase,  and  put  on  board  the  Gun-Brig, 
whose  Lieutenant  will  deliver  you  this  letter,  3000lbs.  of 
onions,  for  the  use  of  the  Pursers ;  and  I  find  none  will  be 
procured  at  Tctuan.  The  price,  I  hear,  will  probably  be 
twopence,  or  twopence  half-penny  per  lb.,  but  send  the  price. 
Mr.  Ford  shall  receive  the  money  from  the  Pursers.  Pray, 
have  this  done  as  soon  as  possible.  Captain  Uardy  saw  a 
Spanish  Boat\nth  about  that  quantity  laying  at  the  old  Mole, 
and  you  can  send  one  of  your  people,  to  see  them  weighed 
into  the  Brig.    I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  obliged,  humble  Servant, 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

*  The  address  is  illegible. 


asw 


PJllVATK  DIAHV. 


m  Cl*ike  Uid  M'Aithur.  vol.  ii.  [■.  -. 


■i-ini  }nl}.  LW- 
Bring  ihe  Tower  on  ihe  Cape  at  the  Weslem  side  of  the  Bit, 
[of  Mazri,  near  Tetuan]  to  bear  from  W.N.W.  to  W.  b  8.  Bid 
abretiEt  of  the  Bay,  from  halt'  a  niile  to  one  tind  a  half  mile 
diEtanI,  where  there  is  from  ten  to  twenty  fathom  water.   Tit 
River  runs  inside  a  sandy  beach  and  [larallel  to  it,  90 
Boats  may  lay  alongside  the  beach  the  whole  extent  of  tbe 
Bay,  and  roll  their  casks  over  to  the  River,  and  fill  them. 
Nelson  and  Bkontb. 

to  william  marsden,  esq..  admiralty. 

[Aulogripti,  iu  tlie  Adioirdi). 
—nclory;  L-y. 


.luly  -J3rd.    Noou.    Weigbed.  uid  ondc  uil 
Victui'},  TetUMi  B>]'.  Jul;  a3r4,  ISOS. 


Sir, 

I  have  seen  in  their  Lordships'  orders  to  Vioe-Adminl 
Collingwood,  that  the  Frigate  and  Sloops  upon  the  Malu 
Station  are  ordered  to  put  themselves  under  his  coinmamii 
and,  as  he  has  ordered  them  to  join  him,  1  take  for  granted,  for 
bervices  outside  the  Mediterranean,  and  as  I  have  not  heard 
that  any  force  is  stationed  in  the  environs  of  Malta,  to  give 
protection  to  the  Convoys  required  for  that  Island,  to  and  from 
the  Archipelago,  Adriatic,  Sicily,  and  Naples,  and  to  Barbary 
for  cattle,  I  beg  leave  to  apprise  their  Lordships  that  Malu 
cannot  more  than  exist,  and  that  our  Troops  woidd  be  placed 
in  a  situation  of  great  distress,  without  a  Naval  force  to  oosun 
their  necessary  supplies;  and  for  those  services  and  canying 
the  Ships  from  England  up  the  Archipelago  and  Adriatic, 
there  ought  always  to  be  (and  my  losses  have  been  occasioned 
by  my  never  having  had  sufficient  means  for  their  protection) 
two  Vessels  with  each  Convoy,  lo  protect  them  from  the 
swarms  of  Row-boalt>,  Privateers ;  and,  I  am  now  informed} 
the  Enemy  have  a  Ship-Privateer  of  twenty-two  guns,  one 
hundred  and  seventy  men,  and  a  large  Brig  of  sixteen  guns 
and  one  hundred  men.  The  force  which,  always  when  I  had 
it,  I  judged  it  necessary  to  keep  to  the  Eastward  of  Sicily  was— 
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•tid  not  less  in  wanlcd  now — one  Frigate,  1 2-iioundere ;  four 
Sloops  of  War  ;  tiic  Spider,  Ketiard,  and  Ventura  Schooners, 
and  Hirondellc  Cutter,  to  which  I  often  added  Anson  Frigate, 
and  Camelcon,  and  other  Hloops. 

The  Station  of  Gibraltar,  and  to  watcli  the  French  Ship  in 
Cadiz  was  always  (except  for  a  few  weeks  when  I  recalled  the 
Donegal)  never  without  a  Liiie-of-Batlle  Ship,  tliree  Frigates, 
two  Sloops;  and  more  when  I  had  ihcni. 

The  watching  Toulon  and  Genoa  at  this  moment  will 
require  more  Frigates  than  when  the  Fleet  was  up  the  Medi- 
terranean, or  the  French  Frigates  and  Sloops  will  convoy 
tlieir  Troops  to  their  destination.  A  Ship  of  tlie  Line  haa 
always  been  stationed  at  Naples,  not  only  for  the  protection  of 
our  Merchants  and  their  property,  but  also  with  secret  orders 
for  the  reception  of  the  Royal  Family  of  Naples,  His 
Majesty,  through  the  Secretary  of  State,  has  always  approved 
of  this  precaution;  and  his  Minister  has  been  ordered  to 
declare  that  the  [)er9onaI  safety  of  their  Sicilian  Majesties  was 
an  object  always  near  his  heart :  in  short,  the  pledge  I  believe 
has  been  given  that  a  Ship  of  the  Line  should  always  be  in 
Naples  Bay — at  least,  I  have  understood  it  so ;  and  by  their 
Lordships'  orders  of  Slst  May  and  28th  August,  1804,  I  am 
directed  to  have  a  Frigate  at  the  disposal  of  his  Sardinian 
Majesty,  and  to  protect  the  Island  of  Sardinia.  These  services 
I  have  endeavoured  to  perform,  and  leflall  the  force  of  Frigates 
and  Sloops  in  my  power  for  the  services  ordered  by  the  Board 
when  the  Fleet  came  down ;  and  I  must  beg  leave  to  refer  Lord 
Barham  to  a  secret  letter  of  the  Cabinet  for  these  and  other 
important  services  expected  from  me,  signed  by  Lord  Melville, 
I  herewith  transmit  you  a  statement  of  the  force  which  I  think 
necessary  to  the  Eastward  of  Carthagena  for  performing  the 
services  intrusted  to  my  care ;  and  when  I  get  the  lists  of 
Frigates  and  Sloops,  I  shall  apportion  them  as  far  as  their 
number  will  allow,  and  nij  judgment  will  admit.  I  have  the 
honour  to  be,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte, 

Force'  necessary  for  the  different  Stations  in  the  Mediter- 
mean : — 

'  All  kulogrnpU  of  Uiis  pHpu  is  lu  the  pOBamilou  of  Eul  NelaOU. 
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Malta  Station. 

One  (twelve-pounder,)  Frigate. 

Four Sloop6. 

Spider 

Ventura  -  Schooners. 

Renard  , 

Hirondelle    •    .    Cutter. 

Naples. 

One  Ship  of  the  Line. 

To  watch  Toulon,  Genoa,  Leghorn,  to  prevent  the  removal 

of  Troops  by  sea,  to  guard  Sardinia,  and  occasionally  to  call 

at  Palermo,  in  Sicily-rFour  Frigates. 

N.B. — ^If  the  French  Line-of-Battle  Ship  is  launchedy  and 

at  sea  from  Genoa,  then  two  Sail  of  the  Line,  two  Frigates, 

and  one  Sloop. 

To  WATCH  Carthagena. 

Line-of-Battle  Ships. 

Two  Frigates. 

One  Sloop,  or  three  Frigates  in  lieu. 

Gibraltar  Station— extent,  from  Old  Malaga,  to  ten 

leagues  West  of  Cape  Spartel — at  least,  the  number  of 

Two  Frigates, 

Two  Ship  Sloops, 

One  Brig, 

Two  Gun-Brigs. 

N.B. — The  Gun-Brigs,  singly,  are  not  considered  equal  to 

four  Gun-Boats,  as  their  shot  never  reach  the   Gun-Boats, 

which  always  keep  at  long  shot.     Perhaps  it  would  be  better 

to  have  them  at  Malta ;  and  two  Sloops  might  perhaps  then  be 

drawn  from  thence,  unless  these  Brigs  can  be  fitted  with  one 

eighteen  pounder  on  each  side,  and  one  at  the  head  and  stem. 

Off  Cape  St.  Vincent. 

One  Frigate. 

With  Admiral  Collingwood,  off  Cadiz. 

Two  Frigates. 

Two  Bombs ;  Childers  Sloop. 

With  Lord  Nelson's  Squadron. 

Two  Frifijatcs. 

N.B. — A  Frigate  and  a  Sloop  wanted  for  the  Convoy  frorti 

Malta,  ordered  by  their  Lordships  to  sail  every  two  months. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  THE  BIGHT  HONOURABLE  LORD  BAJIHAJH. 


.  My  Lord, 


.c  BigUl  Hon.  JdIiu  WUsau  Crolv-r.] 
Vielory,  TeWoii,  July  d3rf,  leu.'i. 


:,  and  tlie  first  Easterly  Wind,  I  shall 
e  Straila.  I  have  yet  not  a  word  of  information  of  the 
Enemy's  Fleet :  it  has  almost  broke  my  heart.  But  the  name 
of  General  Brereton  will  never  be  forgot  by  this  generation ; 
but  for  him  our  Battle  would  have  been  fought  on  June  6lh. 
The  event  would  have  been  in  the  hands  of  Providence ;  but 
we  may  witliout,  I  hope,  vanity,  believe  that  the  Enemy  would 
have  been  fit  for  no  active  service  afler  such  a  Battle.  All  our 
losses  which  have  happened,  or  may  happen,  are  entirely  to  be 
attributed  to  hia  information.  I  shall  take  my  position  most 
convenient  for  receiving  intelligence ;  and  if  I  find  the  Enemy 
gone  to  the  Bay,  I  shall  go  off  Ferrol,  or  l^shant,  as  the  case 
appears  to  me  to  refjuirf. 

Your  Lordship  will  observe,  in  my  letter  to  the  Board,  that 
I  am  taking  part  of  the  Small  Craft,  which  they  directed  to 
be  under  Admiral  Collingwood,  unless  other  Vessels  are  in 
the  JVIediterranean  for  the  different  stations,  not  one  of  which 
can  with  propriety  be  given  up ;  and  I  hope  the  Board  will 
consider  it  as  not  wishing  to  alter  any  arrangement  of  theirs, 
but  as  a  measure  absolutely  necessary.  I  shall  return  to 
England  the  moment  I  know  that  the  Enemy's  Fleet  is  in 
Port,  and  out  of  my  reach ;  and  I  shall  with  pleasure  give 
your  Lordship  every  infonnation  which  twelve  years  exjwrience 
has  given  nie  of  the  Mediterranean.  I  shall  add  a  Postscript" 
when  I  get  out  of  the  Straits :  therefore  shall  only  assure  you 
that  I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  Lordship's  moat  obedient 
Servant, 

Nelson  and  Bbonte. 


4$0 


tlSOS. 


TO  THE  HOX.  CAPTAIN  CAPEL,  II.M.  SHIP  PHfEBE. 
[Frama  Ptttt-eofj  iu  lli*  ptnacuian  oftlie  Biglit  Hun.  Jolin  WilsoD  CnAel.] 
Private.  Vklory.J,,!,  33ri.t8M. 

My  dear  Capel, 
It  is  not  my  intention  that  you  should  remain  any  grert 
length  of  time  on  the  Gibraltar  Station  ;  but  whilst  you  sUj, 
I  beg  that  you  will  show  an  active  attention  to  the  im- 
portant service,  which  will  be  an  example  to  those  who  will 
follow  yon.  Five  miles  from  Cape  Spartel  you  are  sure  of 
taking  Spanish  Barks  from,  and  to  the  West  Indies,  and  per- 
haps a  Ship  from  Lima.  Be  active,  and  I  will  ensure 
you  success.  I  am  ever,  my  dear  Cape!,  your  sincere  fiiead, 
NSLBON  AND  BaoSTE. 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ,,  ADMIOALTY'. 


Sir, 


Viclorr,  Tetuu  Bt),  July  33rd,  1 


Referring  you  to  my  letter  of  July  the  20lb,  by  the  Thomas 
Merchant  Brig  (of  which  I  send  a  duplicate)  for  my  arrival 
at,  and  proceedings  to  Gibraltar,  I  have  now  only  to  inform 
you  that,  having  completed  the  Fleet  to  four  mouths'  provi- 
uons,  except  bread,  of  which  there  was  not  a  sufBcient  quan- 
tity in  store,  and  completed  the  stores  of  the  Ships  to  Chan- 
nel Service,  I  came  over  here  yesterday  ;  and,  by  night,  the 
Fleet  will  be  coinplete  with  water,  and,  I  hope,  have  on  board 
a  fortnight's  fresh  provisions,  of  which,  and  refreshments,  we 
were  much  in  want,  every  Ship  having  much  of  the  scurvy, 
but,  thank  God,  not  the  smallest  symptom  of  any  other  com- 
plaint. I  shall  pass  the  Straits  the  moment  the  wind  comes 
from  tlie  Eastward,  and  take  such  a  position  between  Cape 
St.  Vincent  and  Spartel,  that  I  may  receive  the  earUest  in- 
formation of  the  Enemy's  Fleet,  and  regulate  my  proceedings 
accordingly.  I  should  not  have  come  within  the  Straits  for 
several  daya  after  my  arrival  off  Spartel,  but  the  want  of 
water  and  refreshments  rendered  it  a  measure  absolutely  neces- 
sary, lor  the  Fleet  could  not  have  gone  even  off  Ferrol  with- 
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Hit  water,  &c. ;  anil  uow,  if  the  cose  requires,  ten  Hull  oi  ub 
can  go  to  Madras,  or  round  Cape  Horn.  Their  Lordships  will, 
I  trustj  give  ine  liill  credit  that  ii  is  not  my  wish  fora  moment 
to  get  out  of  the  track  of  the  Enemy,  but  that  I  am  anxious 
to  have  the  fine  Fleet  I  have  the  happiness  to  command, 
ready  to  follow  them,  to  whatever  plaee  they  may  proceed. 

Respecting  the  alteration  I  may  think  it  necessary  to  make 
in  arranging  the  proper  force  off  Cadiz,  Carthagena,  the 
Gibraltar  etiition,  the  Malta  station,  the  stationing  a  Squadron 
to  prevent  the  sailing  of  Troops  from  Genoa  and  Toulon, 
which  I  am  informed  are  ready,  I  beg  to  refer  you  to  another 
letter,'  I  only  entreat  that,  as  I  may  have  appeared  to  have 
removed  some  of  the  Frigates  and  Sloops  from  stations,  to 
which  I  think  their  Lordships  have  directed  their  services, 
nothing  hut  the  present  urgency  of  tlie  case  having  required 
it  [«c.]  I  trust  I  am  the  last  Officer  in  the  Service  who 
would  not  follow  up  closely  the  orders,  and  even  wishes,  of 
the  Board,  as  far  as  I  can  collect  them.     I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

Nel60N  and  Bromte. 

tTO  WILLIAM  llARSDEN,  ESQ,,  .ADMIRAL'IT. 
[OrigintI,  in  lUe  Admintltj-J 
Sir,  VicinfY,  in  Tetunn  B»j,  aSri  Julj,  1806. 

I  herewith  transmit  you,  for  the  information  of  the  I^ords 
Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  a  copy  of  an  order  which  I 
have  given  to  Rear-Admiral  Knight,  respecting  the  force 
which  I  have  placed  under  his  command,  for  the  comfort  of 
the  Garrison  and  protection  of  the  Trade  in  the  Straits,  as 
therein  mentioned,  which  I  hope  will  meet  their  Lordships' 
approbation.     I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  REAH-AOftilHAL  JOll.V  KMGHT.  GIBRALTAK. 
[From  a  Cupy  in  the  Admirili;.] 

Viclorj.  in  Tctiian  B»y,  sJSnl  July,  18(13. 
Whereas  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  have 
r^odged  it  expedient  for  the  better  Naval  protection  of  the^ 


Garrison  at  Gibraliar,  its  comforts,  and  the  perfect  security  of 
our  Commerce,  passing  to,  and  from  thence,  through  the  Strsils, 
that  you  should  hoist  your  Flag  on  board  the  Gucrrier,  ot 
any  Frigate  under  your  orders ;  and  their  Lordships  having, 
by  their  order,  dated  the  28lh  March  1805,  directed  yon  to 
put  yourself  under  my  command,  and  it  also  being  their  i|t- 
tention  tlmt  a  sufBcicnt  force  shall  be  attached  to  the  StrsilE 
of  Gibraltar,  for  the  purposes  above  mentioned  ;  and  vrhereis 
I  am  fully  aware  of  the  very  great  importance  of  the  services 
entrusted  to  your  charge,  and  the  necessity  of  an  adequate 
force  being  put  under  your  orders  for  ihefie  purposes, — 

You  are  hereby  required  and  iusinicled  tii  take  his  Ma- 
jesty's Sliips,  Sloops,  and  Gun-brigs,  named  in  the  margin,' 
imder  your  command,  and  such  others  as  I  may  hereafter 
find  necessary,  and  employ  them  as  you  shall  judge  best  fur 
the  service  of  the  Garrison,  the  protection  of  our  Commerce 
in  Gibraltar  Bay,  and  also  of  our  Trade  passing  to,  and  from 
that  place  through  the  Straits,  for  which  purpose  you  will 
place  a  ^''csscl  of  War  either  at  Tangier,  or  to  the  Westward  of 
Cape  Spai-tol,  that  she  may  at  all  times  be  ready,  nut  only  to 
give  you  intelligence  of  the  approach  of  an  Enemy,  but  also 
to  protect  the  Commerce  from  being  captured  by  their  nu- 
merous Gun-boats  in  the  Straits.  You  arc  to  consider  ibe 
limits  of  your  command  from  Old  Malf^a  to  ten  leagues  to 
the  Westward  of  Cape  Spaitel,  that  our  Tnidc  coming  fitan 
Malta,  &c.,  may  have  certain  security  from  your  Cruizen  W 
their  arrival  off  the  former  place,  and  the  Commerce  froa 
the  United  Kingdom,  bound  into  ihc  Mediterranean,  maybe 
sure  of  meeting  some  Vessel  of  War,  on  ils  approaching  tbs 
Straits'  Mouth.  The  recent  capture  of  two  valuable  American 
Ships  from  Liverpool  in  the  Gut,  laden  nith  English  propCT^i 
strongly  points  out  the  very  great  necessity  for  the  most  sctiTC 
and  zealous  exertions  being  used  to  prevent  the  capture  of  onr 
Trade;  nor  is  it,  I  trust,  (from  your  zeal,  and  perfect  know* 
ledge  of  the  important  service  committed  to  your  chatge,) 
necessary  for  me  to  do  more  than  observe,  that  tliere  never 
was  a  season  when  more  constant  and  active  attention  «■> 


•  Gllerrier,  I'liobe,  Uvcode,  ^[ll^lil>,  TcDiiasBui,  Hiili'Joii,  I'CMjroiH  COB-S 
I'tnttA  Gnn-Brfa. 


requiied  at  Gibraltar,  and  in  the  Straits,  than  the  present,  'm 
order  to  prevent  our  Trade  from  being  captured.  1,  therefore, 
shall  only  add,  that  I  consider  the  Garrison  and  Commerce, 
within  the  limits  of  your  command,  as  properly  protected  and 
freed  from  annoyance  or  capture  by  the  Enemy's  Gun-boats, 
as  is  possible  for  a  Naval  force  to  aci;omplis)i,  I  have  also 
the  most  full  confidence  in  your  indefatigable  exertions  to 
frustrate  the  intentions  of  the  Enemy  on  all  occasions.  You 
will,  in  addition  to  these  important  services,  bear  in  mind 
their  Lordships'  intentions  relative  to  the  sending  and  bring- 
ing the  mails  to,  and  from  Lisbon ;  and  so  soon  as  a  greater 
force  can  be  spared,  I  shall  place  them  under  your  command, 
for  the  more  perfect  protection  of  our  Commerce,  and  for 
securing  supplies  of  provisions  from  the  Coast  of  Barbary, 
intended  fur  the  comfort  of  the  Garrison,  and  also  for  the 
purpose  of  gelling  the  mails  to  and  from  Lisbon,  or  commu- 
nicating with  the  Squadron  off  Carihagena,  Rear-Admiral 
Sir  Richard  Bickerton,  who,  it  is  probable,  I  shall  soon  leave 
in  the  temporary  command  of  the  Mediterranean  Fleet,  finider 
whose  command  j-ou  will,  of  conree  be,)  will  do  everything  in 
his  power  to  strengthen  your  force,  and  enable  jou  to  carry 
my  instructions  into  full  effect. 

Yon  are  at  liberty  to  shift  your  Flag  from  the  Guerrier  on 
board  any  of  the  Ships  or  Vessels  under  your  command ;  and 

iis  recommended  by  their  Lordships  always  to  have  one 
the  Bay  ready  to  man  the  Gnn-boats.     You  wilt  inform 
ar-Admiral  Sir  Richard  Bickerton  of  your  proceedings, 
irom  time   to  time,  during  my  absence  from  the  Mediter- 
ranean, in  order  that  he  may  be  a  judge  of  what  further  force 
may  be  necessary,  or  for  changing  any  Ships  or  Vessels  under 
your  orders;  and  you  will  also,  when  it  may  be  necessary, 
communicnte  with  the   Admiralty  direct,  as  it  might  very 
much  retai-d  your  correspondence  to  send  your  letters  through 
^»^e  Rear-Admiral ;  hut  you  will,  as  early  after  as  possible, 
^Kransmit  Sir  Richard  copies  thereof,  that  he  may  be  in  full 
Hqwssession   of  every   information    relative   to    Gibraltar.      I 
^^must  also  desire  to  recommend  that  you  frequently  consult 
with  General  Fox,  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  in  what  manner 
ibe  Squadron  under  your  command  may  he  made  most  ser- 
e  viceable  for  the  real  comforts  of  the  Garrison,  and  to  prevent 
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it  from  being  annoyed  by  the  Enemy's  Gnn-boata ;  and  sbo, 
08  a  most  essential  advantage  to  his  Majesty's  Senicc,  that 
the  most  perfect  harmony  and  good  understanding  is  pre- 
served between  you  and  the  Governor,  that  a  mutual  an<i 
cordial  co-operation  may  at  all  times  take  place  fur  the  defence 
of  the  Garrison.  I  must  also  desire  that  you  transmit  a  copy 
of  this  order  as  early  as  possible  to  Vice-Admiral  Colliiigwow], 
and  to  Rear-Admiral  Sir  Richard  Bickerton,  for  their  in- 
fonnation. 

Nelson  and  Bbontb. 


TO  ALEXANDER  DAVISON,  ESg. 

f  Anlop-ii|iL,  in  lit?  poii<:e«>iLoti  <if  Colonel  DitvitOD.] 

V'iciory.  July  34ili, 


I 


My  dear  Davison,  ^^ 

As  all  my  letters  have  been  sent  to  England,  I  know  nothing 
of  what  is  passing ;  but  I  hope  very,  very  soon  to  take  you 
by  the  hand.  I  am  as  miserable  as  you  can  conceive.  But 
for  General  Brereton'a  damned  information,  Nelson  would 
have  been,  living  or  dead,  the  greatest  man  in  his  Profeasion 
that  England  ever  saw.  Now,  alas !  I  am  nothing — perhaps 
shall  incur  censure  for  misfortunes  which  may  happen,  and 
have  happened.  When  I  follow  my  own  head,  I  am,  in 
general,  much  more  correct  in  my  judgment,  than  following 
the  opinion  of  others.  I  resisted  the  opinion  of  Genera! 
Brereton'a  information  till  it  would  have  been  the  height  o( 
presumption  to  have  carried  my  disbelief  further.  I  could 
not,  in  the  face  of  Generals  and  Admirals,  go  N.W.,  when  il 
was  apparentbf  clear  that  the  Enemy  had  gone  South.  Bnl 
I  am  miserable.  I  now  lonjj  to  hear  that  they  are  arrived  in 
some  Port  in  the  Bay ;  for  until  they  are  arrived  somewhere,  I 
can  do  nothing  but  fret.  Then  I  shall  proceed  to  England. 
I  can  say  nothing,  or  think  of  anything,  but  the  loss  my 
Country  lias  sustained  by  General  Brerelon's  nnfortnnaie, 
ill-limed,  false  information.  God  bless  you  ;  and  believe  me 
ever,  my  dear  Davison,  your  most  faithful  and  affectionate 
friend, 

Nf.i.£on  and  Bronti 


TO  CAPTAIX  PARKER.  H.M.  SHIP  AMAZON. 


Vic  wry.  JiJy  aSlU,  ISOft, 

My  dear  Parker, 
M&ke  haste  and  join  me.    If  all  places  fail,  you  will  find 
me  at  Spithead.     Yours  most  truly. 

Nelson  and  BnoHTB. 


TO  CAPTAIN  PARKER.  H.  M.  SHIP  AMAZON. 


■  Cofj  Id  tlif  Adminll;.] 


tVinoT}.  off  Cadli,  ir>th  Joly,  1801. 
Having  received  information  that  the  Combined  Fleet  ^ 
seen  on  the  19th  ultimo,  steering  to  the  Northward,  I  am 
proceeding  with  the  Fleet  in  pursuit  of  them  with  all  dispatch, 
You  arc,  therefore,  hereby  required  and  directed  to  repair 
immediately  in  search  of  me  off  Cape  St.  Vincent ;  or,  not 
(ioding  me  there,  you  will  make  the  best  of  your  way  off 
Ferrol,  if  you  shall  judge,  from  infonnatJon,  that  I  have  gone 
there;  otherwise,  you  will  proceed  direct  off  Ushani  or 
Ireland,  where  you  will  fall  in  with  me,  or  gain  intelligence 
where  I  am  gone  to.  But,  in  the  event  of  not  gaining  informa- 
tion of  me,  or,  on  your  arrival  at  either  ()f  those  places,  you 
should  learn  that  I  am  returned  into  Port,  It  is  my  direction 
that  you  immediately  repair  to  Spithcad,  and  acquaint  the 
Secretary  of  the  Admiralty  thereof.  Ab  the  Amazon  is  the 
only  Frigate  attached  to  the  Squadron,  I  have  no  occasion 
to  request  that  you  will  use  your  utmost  endeavours  lo  join 
me. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

*  "On  Lhr  illtJi  of  JiiJj.itic  Decade  jniutd  from  AilmirilColliiigvoad,  )^(t  >b1lno 
iiifoniiBtiaD  of  Ihe  Enrmj.  Tbr  Fleet  ireightilM  Noun  ind  stood  forCeati:  darinf 
■Iw  ni^L  tbtj  niDuned  in  Ihf  Gin  widi  variola  wimla  uid  ■  thiok  tog.  On  [i,  r. 
id]  (be  iiHi  day.  Ilie  2iih,  Uif  Tannagiutl  jatOMl  witti  ui  i«DiinI  llul  Uk  CoaUiwd 
Fleet  had  been  arrn  by  tlir  Ciirir.ii  Brig,  on  ilip  IO[li.  itAnding  to  (be  Kortbward, 
Haling  pa-svd  ih*  Slniu  and  rommuiiicated  witli  Admiral  C'nllingwood,  Ibe 
Sqnailraii  under  Lorl  MeliOD  bora  airay  to  llw  Wniward,  iiul  tben  |in>cefdeJ  oil' 
C^ie  81.  Vincent,  willt  a  Tie*  to  gn  more  Nonli*ird.  or  lo  Ml  U  ci 
iDlelliffenc*  mijlil  render  neced^ary."— C/nr. 
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TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ.,  ADMIRALTV. 
[Autograph,  in  the  Adminltj.] 

Victory,  July  25th,  1805,  off  Cape  Sptrtd 

Sir, 

At  four  o'clock  this  morning  I  received  from  Lisbon^  through 

a  newspaper,  an  account  of  the  arrival  of  the  Curieux,  and  of 

her  having  fallen  in  with  the  Enemy's  Fleet  from  the  West 

Indies,  and  I  know  it's  true  from  my  words  being  repeated: 

therefore,  I  shall  not  lose  a  moment,  after  I  have  commanicated 

with  Admiral  Collingwood,  in  getting  to  the  Northward  to 

either  Ferrol,  Ireland  or  Ushant,  as  information  or  drcom- 

stances  may  point  out  to  be  proper.      I  shall  wish  to  bring 

eleven  Sail  of  the  Line  with  me,  although,  when  a  junctioo  is 

formed,  two  Sail  of  the  Line  will  be  wanted  for  the  Medite^ 

ranean  service,  and  one  or  two  off  Cadiz,  if  the  Ramilies  and 

Illustrious^  do  not  return  here  from  the  West  Indies.    I  hkn 

pointed  out  to  Vice- Admiral  Collingwood  and  Rear-Adminl 

Sir  Richard  Bickerton,  my  ideas  of  the  services  required  of 

them,  particularly  the  latter,  inside  the  Mediterranean.   I 

will  not  detain  the  Pickle  one  moment  longer  than  to  say  that 

I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

Victory — Fit  for  service. 

Canopus — Ditto,  but  would  be  better  docked  before  the 
winter. 

Spencer — Fit  for  service. 

Superb — Must  be  docked,  and  a  new  fore-mast. 

Bclleisle — Wants  docking. 

Donegal — Wants  docking ;  but  not  so  much  as  Belleisle. 

Conqueror 

Tigre 

Spartiate      [  Fit  for  service. 

Leviathan 

Swiflsure 

The  whole  of  the  Ships  are  complete  to  bear  four .  months, 
and  in  perfect  health. 

'  Vice-Admiral  Collingwooil  had  sent  those  Ships,  on  the  ^JTth  of  May,  to  rein* 
lorce  Lord  Nelson  in  the  West  Indies. 


TO  VICE-ADMIRAL  COLUNGWOOD. 

[Anlogrsiiti,  ia  Uie  poBeeBion  ot  tbe  Hon.  iln.  Xswaluua  CuUiugnouil.J 

Vidorj,  iluly  yjlb.  1803, 
,     My  dear  Collingwood, 

~  a  a  fresh  Levanter.     You  have  a  Westerly  wind ; 

lerefure  I  must  forego  the  pleasure  of  taking  you  by  tlic 

ad  until  October  next,  when,  if  I  am   well  enough,  I  shall 

If  tbo  Admiralty  please)  resume  the  Command.     I  am  very 

r  from  well ;  bnt  I  am  ansioiis  that  not  a  moment  of  the 

xs  of  this  Fleet  should  be  lost.     Amazon  is  the  only 

e  I  take  with  me,  and  she  ha^  not  joined  from  Gibraltar: 

(  Bead  her  orders.     1  feel  disappointed,  my  dear  friend,  at  not 

ing  you :  so  does  Admiral  Murray  and  many,  I  am  sure, 

H  this  Fleet.     May  God  bless,  and  send  you  alongside  the 

Btissima  Trinidada;  and  let  me  sec  you  in  perfect  health, 

i  ever  believe  me,  my  dear  Collingwood,  yonr  most  faithful 

3  aRectionate  friend. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

'  Termaj^ant  came  to  nie   at  four  o'clock  this  morning,  off 

Tariffa.     It  turns  out  he  had  all  my  things  from  Gibraltar; 

but  as  I  fancied  he  came  from  Lisbon,  I  would  not  allow  him 

to  stop,  execpt  to  deliver  your  letters ;  and  be  has  carried  all, 

^■nen  to  my  last  shirt,  back  again. 


TO  ViCE-ADMIItVL  COLLINGWOOD. 


i  Cogiy  in  l!ie  Ailtuirn]!} . ' 


ic!ofJ-,  off  CiulJ!:,  JriJy  JSlb,  1805. 


I  ani  proceeding  with  the  Squadron  which  I  brought  with 
me  from  the  West  Indies  to  the  Northward,  in  search  of  the 
Combined  Squadron.  I  have  therefore  to  desire  that  you  will 
continue  on  the  service  you  have  hitherto  been  employed  on, 
off  Cadiz.  But  I  must  beg  leave  to  submit  to  your  considera- 
tion a  paper  containing  »iy  ideas  of  the  number  of  stations 
iJieccssary  to  be  occupied  inside  the  Mediterraneiin,  which  I 

TOL.  VI.  K  K 
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five  seiil  It)  ibe  Admiralty,'  and  lo  Rcar-Admiral  Sir  Richiri 
Bickcrlon.  Yoii  will  obscn'c  that  I  liavc  only  left  for  yoin 
S({iiadiun  the  Shiiis  stationed  oft"  Ca[k  St.  Vincent,  no 
Frigates,  Chlldcrs  Brig,  and  the  two  Bombs ;  the  others  ordetcd 
by  the  Admirahy  to  be  under  your  command  arc,  in  some 
measure,  unncceasary,  as  I  have  appointed  a  Squadron  for 
Rear- Admiral  Knight  (a  copy  of  which  order  ho  h  directed 
to  transmit  you)  at  Gibraltar,  whereby  the  safety  of  the  Gut 
is,  aa  far  as  a  Naval  force  can  do  it,  ecctired  to  our  Com- 
merce. 

I  submit  the  propriety  of  sending,  without  loss  of  lime,  ic 
Rear-Admiral  Sir  Richard  Bickcrtoa,  the  Frigates  and  Sioop 
above  what  I  have  before  mentioned  as  necessary,  in  mj 
opinion,  for  your  station  off  Cadiz,  whom  I  have  instructed 
how  to  diajMise  of  them  for  the  necessary  services  ordered  b^ 
the  Admiralty ;  and  I  am  jicrsuaded  that  you  will  agree  villi 
mc  in  the  propriety  of  attending  duly  to  the  services  of  Msltl, 
and  the  other  stations  in  the  Mediterranean,  and  that  tbe 
force  I  have  appointed  is  barely  equal  lo  the  very  ardoou* 
services  required  of  il,  and  any  diminution  of  which  muK 
prove  detrimental  to  the  interest  of  his  Majesty  in  these  ««*■ 
Vour  judgment  on  these  |X)ints,  and  zeal  for  the  Service,  pro- 
mise everything  that  can  be  expected,  and  no  one  more  higlilf 
estimates  both,  than  ho  who  has  the  honour  to  be.  Sir,  lie 
Nei,80H  and  BboktE* 


TO  REAR-ADAIIIIAL  SIR  RICHARD  DICKEBTOK, 
[From  a  Cofy  io  [lie  Admitali]'.] 

Victory,  Jiilf  snUi,  II 


I 


Sir, 

Having  received  information  that  the  Combined  Flff' 
from  the  West  Indies  has  gone  to  the  Northward,  I  am  pw 
ceeding  in  pursuit  of  il.  The  charge,  therefore,  of  wuldiin!! 
the  Spanish  Squadron  at  Carthagcna,  and  of  executing  l^'^ 
other  important  services  inside  the  MediterraDean,  will  Jf 
volve  upon  you;  and  as  you  ore  already  in  poesei 
copies  of  all  my  orders,  it  is  only  necessary  for  me,  in 
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of  orders  wbich  have  been  sent  lo  Vice- Admiral  Col- 
ftood,  respccliiig  (he  removal  of  many  Frigates  and  Sloops 
I  stations  to  which  I  had  thought  it  [>ruper  lo  appoint 
;  and  as  I  am  totally  ignorant  if  their  Lordships  have 
uted  others  in  their  room,  I  ecnd  yon  a  copy  of  my 
B  of  the  force  which  is  necessary  for  the  different  stations, 
1 1  have  sent  to  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admi- 
;  and  as  you  are  as  fully  sensible  as  I  am,  of  the  neccs- 
■of  keeping  the  force  on  those  stations,  and  most  particu- 
f  that  of  Malta,  (without  which  force  the  Island  could  have 
fio  commerce,  or  even  communication  with  any  place,  from 
lie  numerous  French  Privateers  in  that  neighbourhood,  and 
both  the  Inhabitants  and  Troops  would  be  reduced  to  a  very 
disagreeable,  if  not  distressing  situation,)  I  shall  only  take  the 
Amazon  Frigate  with  me ;  and  as  soon  as  I  get  to  any  force 
which  may  render  my  present  one  unnecessary,  I  shall  detach, 
or  recommend  it  to  my  Superior  Officer,  two  Sail  of  the 
Line  to  reinforce  you.  I  will  not  presume  to  say  anything 
further  on  the  duties  of  the  Commanding  Officer  in  the  Me- 
diterranean station,  as  you  have,  before  my  arrival,  and  since 
my  departure  for  the  West  Indies,  filled  the  post  with  so 
much  ability  and  honour  to  yourself,  and  advantage  to  your 
King  and  CounUy.  I  am,  I  do  assure  you.  Sir,  with  the 
highest  respect  and  esteem,  your  most  humble  servant, 

MeLSOM  AMD  BbOMTE. 


I 


TO  WILLIAM  MAHSDEN,  ESQ,,  ADMIRALTV. 


[Origlaul,  in  tiiK  Aiautnlij.    "  U61I1  July.    Moon.    6;u*dnin  in  company,  Cape 
Sl  M«rj-»  N.  lo  W.,  disnuite.  11^  leagilcs— riftory'»  X-'j.  Admiral  CoUingwood'i 
Squtdnm  in  siglil  lo  ilw  Eoaiward." — Si'jiinl  Lug.J 
^f  VicloTi,  U  Sen,  July  -JUUi,  ISOh, 

B    Sir, 

^Rfot  having  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing,  or  heating  from 
Rear-Admiral  Sir  Richard  Bickerton,  during  my  short  stay 
inside  the  Straits,  I  am  totally  ignorant  of  the  orders  he  may 
have  received  from  their  Lordships  during  my  absence,  and 
having  yesterday  morning,  at  four  o'clock,  received  informa- 
tion from  Vice-Admiral  Collingwood,  by  the  Termagant, 
(through  the  channel  of  a  newspaper  from  LisboD,)  that  the 
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Enemy's  Squadron  from  the  West  Indies  had  gone  to  the 
Northward;  induced  me  to  avail  myself  of  the  Easterly  TOid; 
consequently,  as  the  Vice- Admiral  was  considerably  to  lee- 
ward of  Cadiz;  I  did  not  wait  to  see  him,  but  from  the  copies 
of  their  Lordships'  orders,  &c.  which  he  sent  me  on  the  20tb 
inst.,  I  have  been  enabled  to  judge  the  force  in  my  opinion 
necessary  for  blockading  Cadiz,  &c.  as  well  as  for  watching 
the  Enemy's  Squadron  at  Corthagena,  and  the  other  im- 
portant services  within  the  Mediterranean,  and  therefore 
wrote  Vice-Admiral  Collingwood,  and  Rear-Admiral  Sir 
Richard  Bickerton,  copies  of  which  are  herewith  transmitted, 
together  with  a  copy  of  a  paper  containing  my  ideas  of  the 
force  necessary  for  the  station  off  Cadiz,  and  for  the  several 
and  very  important  ones  within  the  Mediterranean,  which  I 
trust  their  Lordships  will  be  pleased  to  approve  of;  at  any 
rate,  to  do  me  the  justice  to  believe  that  the  arrangements  I 
have  made,  have  been  done  upon  the  most  mature  delibera- 
tion, and  to  the  utmost  of  iny  abilities.     I  am.  Sir,  &c 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


To  ADMIRAL  THE  HONOURABLE  WILLIAM  CORNWALLlS. 

[From  a  Press-copy  iu  the  possession  of  the  Right  Hon.  John  Wilson  Croker.] 

Victory,  off  Cape  St.  Mary's,  Jnly  27th,  1805. 

My  dear  Friend, 
The  Enemy's  Fleet  from  the  West  Indies  being  certainly 
gone  to  some  Port  in  the  Bay,  I  am  proceeding  to  the 
Northward,  with  eleven  Sail  of  the  Line.  I  shall  either  call 
off  Cape  Clear,  or  proceed  direct  off  Ushant,  to  form  a  junc- 
tion with  you,  as  circumstances  may,  in  my  judgment,  (from 
intelligence,)  require.  I  shall  only  hope,  after  all  my  long 
pursuit  of  my  Enemy,  that  I  may  arrive  at  the  moment  they 
are  meeting  you ;  for  my  very  wretched  state  of  health  will 
force  mc  to  get  on  shore  for  a  little  while.  I  am  ever,  my 
dear  friend,  your  most  faithful  and  attached, 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


I»«0 


I  fFrom  a  PrESS'Copy  iu  llie  [lossc! 


f,  off  Cap  Si.  Jliir)'B.Ju!yS;ili.  ixo:; 


Sir, 

If  joii  sliould  fall  in  with  any  of  the  Cniizera  belonging  lo 

e  Irish  stationj  yoiiwill  submit  to  the  Captain  the  propriety 

ifreceiving  my  letter  for  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  Gardner, 

K  the  Commander-in-Chief  in  Ireland ;  and  should  you  fall 

k  with  one  of  the  Honourable  Admiral  Comwallis's  Cruizera, 

1  will  deliver  to  him  my  letter  for  the  Commander  of  the 

inel  Fleet,  and  show  both  the   Captains  my  letter  to 

tem,  and  this  one  to  you.     I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

Nelbon  and  Bronte. 
f  Should  you  fail  in  with  no  Vessel,  you  will  send  the  lettera 
9  the  Port- Admiral. 


TO  THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE  ADMHIAL  LORD  GARDNER. 
K  [Plain  n  Preas-cop;  iu  Ibe  possession  or  ihe  RigLi  Hon.  John  Wilsou  Croker.] 
Viclon-,  off  Cape  Si.  Mary'a,  .tiilj  37(h,  ISOa, 

My  Lord, 

X  am  proceeding  to  tlie  Northward,  as  I  have  no  doubt 

that  the  Enemy's  Fleet  from  the  West  Indies  are  gone  into 

some  Port  in   the   Bay.     Should  I  receive  any  information 

which  may  lead  me  to  suppose  the  destination  of  the  Enemy 

1  Ireland,  I  shall  form  a  junction  with  you;  and  it  is  most 

robable  that  I  shall,  if  [I]  receive  no  intelligence,  make 

pape   Clear;  therefore,  I  shall  be  obliged  if  you  will  order 

e  of  your  Cruizers  to  look  out  for  me,  with  such  informa- 

n  as  may  enable  me  to  direct  my  further  proceedings.     I 

'■hsve  with  mc  eleven  Sail  of  the  Line.     I  cannot  be  many 

days  after  the  Pickle  Schooner,  who  is  du-ectcd  to  put  this 

letter  on  board  any  Frigate  of  your  Squadron,  or  any  one 

looking  out  for  information  near  the  Channel,  which  she  may 

fall   in   with.     I  have   the   honour  to    be,    with  the   highest 

respect,  &c.  Nelson  and  Bronte. 


502  LETTERa  [1805. 

TO  THE  COMMANDERS  OF  ANY  FRIGATES  OR  VESSELS  ON  THE 

IRISH  OR  CHANNEL  STATION. 

[From  a  PrtM-Copy  in  the  potsettion  of  the  Bight  Hon.  John  Wilson  Croker.] 

Victoiy,  off  Cape  St.  Mary's,  July  27th,  1805. 

Sir, 
I  submit  to  you  the  propriety  of  carrying  my  letter  to  the 
Commander-in-Chief  on  the  Irish  station,  or  to  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief of  the  Channel  Fleet,  as  you  may  belong  to 
one  station  or  the  other.  It  is  of  veiy  great  importance  the 
knowledge  of  my  veiy  near  approach ;  but  I  cannot  say  of 
what  importance  the  service  you  are  employed  upon — being 
of  more  or  less  importance,  diat  I  must  leave  to  your  judg- 
ment.   I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bbontb. 


END  OF  VOL.   VI. 


T.  C.  SavUl.  Printer,  4.  Chandot-itreet,  CoTent-|^en. 


MR.  COLBURN'S 

NEW    PUBLICATIONS, 


NOW  READY. 


HISTORY  OP  THE 

CAPTIVITY  OF  NAPOLEON  AT  ST.  HELENAj 

BY  GENERAL  COUNT  MONTHOLON, 

B   BUPEBOK's    companion    in    exile,    ANn    TESTAXEKTABT 


V  first  Transl&ted  and  Published,  with  the  sanction  of  the  Author,  titaa 
the  Original  Mannacript,  2  vols,  Bvo,  289.  bound. 

•I  Cnunt  Montholon,  Nipcilcon'i  oomiiuilon  In  exile,  uid  UaumeDUry  eiegnlor, 

'    !d  by  dctiUed  and  honeit  ilatemenU,  to  bring  eniTIIiliig  coanecled  with  thU 

at  befcre  the  pyee  of  ciriliied  Europe,   lVeh«veread  hl§rolume(  with  lnt*iue 

1  corioslty.  ind  we  «re  o»eer  to  Mtnowledge  the  general  jowl  sense,  right  reeling, 

*    're  drimputlftlit;  thit  liaic  Blgnaliied  them.      Tbef  coiit&ln  innumerable 

raM.  Rmnsenieat.  and  Inlbnnatioa.'' — Courl  Jamal. 

is  Importint  mirli.  In  addition  to  tlie  bktoTjr  or  the  caplWlty.  content  m  many  oplnlom 

-f}  the  EiDperoi  blmaeir  upoo  the  more  Impartut  eventi  of  bia  life,  that  It  becomee  an 

~~~ble  eoniiilenieat  In  nil  liinarlm  of  tlie  epocb.     The  work  lndee<l  contains  mure  of 

te  thoDghtt  and  pKjis^i  ot  Napuleoo  than  any  ihat  baa  hitherto  been  phblistied/' 


ETTERS  OP  ROYAL  k  ILLUSTRIOUS  LADIES 
OF  GREAT  BRITAIN; 

ILLUSTBATrVE    OF    THE    HISTORY    OF   ENGLAND. 

KKow  first   Published   from   the   Original^,    with   Introductory   Kotioes, 

BY  MARY  ANN  EVERETT  WOOD. 


"ThlscoUKtlonofletlcraia  vtry  cuiiotu  and  Tury  raluable.  Tbe  general  re»d>r  wRt 
dcTlTe  great  tnstruoUoa  Ihnn  its  pages,  and  the  reader  of  history  will  And  1(  ot  eonahlemble 
wrrlce.  Theeditreu  baa accampUslicd  well  irenurkablylabariouataak.  She  has  eoUected 
together  the  letlen  oTIbe  most  IIInalrlDDi  nonun  of  England,  whow  lives  axtend  over  a 
period  of  four  oentnriea  and  s  half.  They  will  throw  a  very  oorions  light  on  many 
pawage*  of  hiator;,  and  will  Ibui  beoome  of  Immense  scrrioe  to  tlie  tditorian,  besides 
behig  a  nio<t  welcome  and  interesting  addition  to  our  lilr.ratare.  They  are  all  remarkable 
(br  KTcnting  charaeler ;  some  are  (bllof  tcndemeu  and  geatleneas,  others  erldentlj  emanate 
(ram  B  strong  mind ;  some  arc  cold,  some  warm,  some  stern,  some  prond,  some  arrogant. 
mAiU  of  deep  fbellng  and  religion.  The  editress  has  taken  InSnlte  pains  to  render  the 
'  '  '  letters  Intelligible  10  tlie  reader  by  prefixing  a  note,  varying  in  length  as  (be 
ta.  Tliey  arc  rendered  from  many  languages,  the  Latin,  Italian.  Bpanldi, 
,  Fwnoh,  Sooteh,  and  antiquated  English.  The  work  certainly  deserves  a  nide 
tll»  Wood  hu  laboured  assiduously  at  her  tank,  and  aoonnpllslied  II  well.  It 
nqsired  no  ordinary  amonnt  of  patience  and  perseverance  to  wade  througU  ihe  du«y  pirvh- 
nrats  and  old  ttftH.  she  munt  hare  bail  (o  eontult.  She  has  dipped  fnlo  the  valualile  collection 
Dftlie  Tower  otLondon.  searched  the  Hrttlsh  Museum,  the  College  otArm^  llie  Rolls  House. 
Ihe  Chapter  House,  the  Bodleian  and  AshmnUan  Libraries,  tbe  nibllothe<iae  do  B(d.  at 
Parin,  and  Archives  du  Ri^nme  at  Paris,  and  many  olber  sookm  too  muntrona  to  men- 
lloned." — Sandoy  Timn. 


s 

I 


Mr.  Colburn'n  Niw  Pubh'eatiotu. 


SEVEN    YEAES'   CAMPAIGK 

BY  Sm  RICHARD  D.  IIESEGAK,  I 


"  Tills  is  one  of  the  boal.  by  wliioh  tre  mcui  tlie  aiost  iutcmting.  dmrripdie  neett 
llie  wild  adreniuKt  and  ilUniatc  kcdh  of  aeUve  enjOTinciiI  and  Kven  ntfltotog 
noceisari]}'  make  up  the  miiiKled  neb  of  the  iwldler'i  lifo  on  tcrvitx.  It  ii  writlfa 
beitlbnn  Ibr  ■  ntrritive  of  Ibia  Idnd, — tbal  of  ■  pemnul  jounul  or  diarr,  in  Kb 
■other  himwif  ii  the  ipectilor  ud  reportor  of  ail  Uiit  he  relila.  H*  tHootpu 
Duke  of  WelllDgUHi  and  tbe  chiefs  of  tliD  diiialaiu  througli  tb«  teraa  of  the  IIes 
cUDi>*ieas  1  be  h  with  tba  tnay  hi  m»tif  hird-tinislit  bnttlei,  and  liy  the  pKuIlar  m 
Ilia  KTvict.  that  of  Ordnance  Commltury,  hu  fhHincatl]'  to  walk  over  ■  field  irfbUtl 
the  vlclorr  1»  won,  and  to  mperiotcnd  tbe  removal  of  the  dead  or  woundol  iilBiiia 
neanut  tonu  or  Baed  quarters.  Some  of  the  most  inlnnling  parti  ol  Ids  jaimial  . 
puiliiE  (kotchei  of  the  early  life  and  chaneler  of  tome  oflhese  olBnn,  hli  RnaeroM 
whom  he  found  dead  or  dyiug  mi  the  liUal  fleld.  Tluuc  iketchee  are  written 
DlT-hiiuil  muuiiT  of  n  wldier  nnd  are  fall  of  Ufk  and  freahnea.' — jVe*ini;ir. 

IV, 

RUSSIA  UNDER  THE  AUTOCRAT  NICHOLAl 

BY  rVAN  GOLOFDTE,  a  Russian  Subject. 
2  Tob.  small  Sro,  nith  a  full  length  Fortriut  of  the  Emperor.    2Is.  Ikh 

"Thew  Tolumca  are  to  bo  rejiarded  as  tlw  uuut  lutlicnlk  and  eoploui  CKpMd 
RoKla  and  lier  goremnient  lliat  bu  yet  Iweu  glveu  lo  tlio  maJa."—SiiMiim<t. 

•■  Tlie«  are  volumes  of  in  eitremely  lutcrotbig;  uKture.  eraanaliug  tkum  the  pel 
Kuanan,  noble  by  birib,  who  has  escaped  beyond  the  reach  of  the  Czar's  power.  Tb* 
of  the  worii  are  verr  oon^denble.  It  throws  a  new  light  on  Uie  stale  of  tbe  smiili 
aipect,  pollticul  anddomostlo — Itanuumeni  the  employfakliout  the  palace,  conn,  and  a 
lu  police,  its  (Fides,  it*  deprared  looiclj.  tc.  The  details  on  all  these  sntdecU  nW  ba 
pecaDaily  valuable,  as  the  aathor  bat  enJOTed  antgilc  means  of  observation,  and  bu  i 
himieltof  them  lo  the  utmoil.''— SuNiiy  7Viii«. 


ELEGANT  LITERARY  AND  PICTORIAL  PRESENT. 

in  1  vol.  8vo,  richly  hound,  price  3fs.  Gd. 

EVENINGS    AT    HADDON    HAL 

fl  ^triti  of  CnUtf  aati  l&omaixtte. 
EDITED  BY  TUE  BARONESS  DE  CALABRELLA, 

And  snperblj  emhellished  with  24  steel  engrnvings  by  the  firet  Mti 
FaoM  Deeioxs  bi  Geokab  Cattebmolb,  Ebu. 

"This  splendid  volume  is  cortainly  ono  of  the  most  bcanUnil  productims  vr*  hare 
Tbe  lUuMralians  by  Cattennole  are  perfect  ijems.  IL  Is  an  annul  most  lit  to  bt  oAi 
Uie  (brine  of  beanty,  taste,  and  Intelleet." — Liurarif  UonUe. 

"  Tlie  literary  contribuliona  to  this  work  arc  l>y  Ihe  most  crnlncnt  and  admired  wrll 
■he  day.     Wo  can  mealioh  noae  of  the  tales  witbont  praise — for  all  ait  eseclia 

■'  The  most  elianning  work  of  its  kind  that  has  been  seen  linee  tbe  bitth  of  the  anni 
a  work  uiUtlng  more  original  genius,  artUtlcal  Mil,  and  consonunate  taile  In  the  pic 
department,  with  more  variety  of  lllonry  Interest,  vlracily  of  iruaginalion.  and  p] 
Ihncy.  than  has  marked  any  poblicatioa  of  (ia  orJia  Ijom  tbe  U**n  of  the  species  I 
prcHiU  itj."— Altai. 


Mr.  Ci'lbnrn's  New  PahUcatiom. 

VI. 

THE    NEW    TIMON; 

S  Xlani«iire  of  lonboii. 


. '  Thi  inacnt  poem  combine)  Die  chirMlerii 
^trl[itiTe  puaagca  einidcDf  thst  gcnulncnen  m 
Tbe  roODbluwo  wMcb  11  Iwan  to  t1 
;  tbe  Ibmnilru'Ki  of  1U  exprFs^oDB.  the  e 
jraent,  nwBlUug  to  oor  uiumoij 
We  nuT  point  iii  oli  cspeolB]  ti 
It  Rtnu-KililF  polltitwl  chknctcn.  IncIndJng 
iliy,  Lord  .latin  Riuadl.  O'Connell,  &c,     11; 


ml  uid  ititmt.  1 
.  und  aiucti  iilsa  tin 
of  il<  rcadrn.    Tlii 


fat  oftlie  ■g«.  ii  evlnwd  In  pvciy  paragmpli," 


or  Crabbo  ind  nyron.    Uinr  of  It* 

nlli  wlilvli  rvndereil  ■  Tbe  Bocongb ' » 

I  the  Btyli  of  Bynti  la,  if  ponlble.  more  oon- 

e  encif^  of  lit  illiulont,  II*  mltcrnalc  Bireum 

'ei7  pige  '  Chlldc  Harold '  aod  ■  Tlic  Age  of 

r  tu  tbe  autbor'9  origtOBlltjin  ana'f  sing  loniv 

tho  I-nmier,  tlic  Duke  ofWdlHietDn. 

ifl  lutToductloii  of  tbeA^  dever  profile 

lh«  otber  ponlotu  ol  Ulo 

itoiy  irliicb  tbe  poem  embodleti  hi*,  lb  lUelf, 

ii  likely  to  pfodiire  a  bomanixlng  arxd  fenerona 

■  The  Kuw  Timon '  1>  tbe  pradacUon  of  no  ioex- 

ibcenre  obecncTortbe  wdal  or  poUtleal  adiancc- 


TWO  ROMANCES,  BY  B.  DISRAELI,  M.P.  { 

Author  of  "  Coningsby"  ond  "  Syti!," 
1.  CONTARINI  FLEMING.— 2.  ALEOY. 


Tbe  two  Romances  ca\ 

n  edition  of  tl 
a  tlio  ailmlrets  of  tplcndM  ai 

the  pliUowphicai  reader  will  not  nui  to  traie  lu  ■  Uonwrtni 
Pleming.'  tUe  gexnii  of  '  Comogiby.'  and  eren  of  '  fijbil.'    Wild  and  Impaiiloaed.  grand, 
,  and  aablbne  in  parts. '  Contnriol  Flttnlog'  is  an  emanatloii  of  gcniiB  of  a  nmii. 


0  ttlning  rontoncci  In  three  Tolnme^ 
1  cKClting  HcUun.     ~' 


r.-— .Varirf  m 


VIIJ. 


SKETCHES  FROM  LIFE, 

BY  THE    LATE    LAMAN    BLANCHARD; 

etSfit^  a  jHnnou  ot  l^t  9tU^or, 

BY  SIR  EDWARD  BULWER  LYriON,  BART. 

b  3  vols,,  with  Portrait  and  Engravings,  by  G.  Cniikshank,  &c.,  3I».  6J,  IwunjT^ 

"Tlice«  'Skotcbn  from  Life'  uns  vilnabli?  aildiUoni  to  tbe  library  of  mnkm  lltcratiire. 

V*!!  Addiioii  and  i^teele  reflect  thdr  ovm  ililted  genetationi,  n  bM  Lamui  Blandianl  in  bit 
cbei  mlmired  fijrth  tbe  vartable  and  motley  pwoliaritioi)  of  tbe  present  day:  Ibey  have 
»  be  read  to  be  idminid.  Let  ail  loi'cn  of  onr  Ittitlsh  eiaaylita,  all  mriliiplwra  otoiir 
Insitlu,  out  Laniba.  and  OUT  HawkuvDrth<.  add  Ibeu  tbrre  rolnmc*  lu  Ibeir  prui ' 

f  Mllectlini.    Sir  EdwanI  ISulwcr  Lyttou't  uvrnoir  will  be  read  iritb  niocli  lutcreal." — Xu 

IX. 

PONFESSIONS  OF  A  WATER  PATIEN 

BY  SIR  EDWARD  KULWER  LYTTON,  DART. 
Second  Edition,     rrice  is.  Gi. 


'  Mr.  CoU>urn\  Neto  A 


THE  ONLY  ADTHORIZED  ENGLISH  EDITION. 

Now  in  comao   of  Publkslion,  embellishEd  with  I'ortraits,  price  onlj  FW^ 
SbillingB  each  Voloine,  in  8vo, 

M.  A.  THIERS'   HISTOEY 
CONSULATE    AND    THE    EMPIRE 


JFrantc  uiittr  iaapolton; 

A  SEQUEL  TO  UIS  mSTORY  OV  THE  raENCU  KEVOLUTIOS. 


BY  D.  FORBES  CAMPBELL,  ESQ. 

Harlng  Hlted,  U  dUbKnt  tlmei,  Uie  high  aSbtxi  of  Miniiler  oT  tbo  iDtoha.  of  yiUMCi  'i 
FmlKD  AlUn,  ud  Praldeiit  of  tkc  Council,  U.  Thlen  luu  i^nlored  fiwlUtiti  iKTond  IM 
THSU  of  evtiT  olber  UogniplKT  of  Kipolroti,  for  procujlDg  from  ciduflvc  ud  uUmHi 
niun«g  the  cltoloMt  nuterUli  for  hia  prcttnt  wort.  Aa  giurdiui  to  the  uchlva  0(  Oi 
(Utc.  he  had  uoeB  to  diplomUie  paptn  and  other  documoit*  of  Uie  hlfheil  lajvum 
hitherto  knoHD  onl;  to  ■  pririle^  tew,  ind  tho  pubUcUion  of  which  cumot  tt&  to  (mddgi 
k  great  anneation.  Fmm  private  wunwa,  U.  Tlikn.  It  appeui,  lias  al»o  dcriiel  nvl 
valuable  iDfamHtloii.  Uauy  IntereatinK  memcdn,  dlariea.  and  leCtm.  all  hitlHrts  O- 
[iDbliihed.  and  raon  ofthem  dstined  tot  poUtkol  reiiKmi  to  remain  so.  bain  bten  i^ani  >> 
his  dinpoail :  vhile  >U  Ui<  leading  cbtracl«i«  of  the  emptn^  who  wen  allre  wbta  tbi  iitM 
undertook  Uio  prescut  hlMoir.  have  niiJiilied  bim  with  a  mui  of  Inddents  and  awiiWi. 
wlikh  baia  neier  belbre  appeared  In  initit,  and  the  acouncf  and  value  of  irtkh  aaf  t> 
iufeiTed  trom  tlic  Aut  of  thuc  partlei  huTlng  beeu  thenuelTes  ejrt-wltiieiMi  of.  or  atftn  li* 
the  great  erent*  of  the  period. 

-'  The  pabUcallon  of  M.  Thlen'  History  of  llie  Consulate  and  Empln;  it  an  eraif  «f  ■* 
iulereitnat  coufineil  to  the  world  of  literature.  Tlie  ebsnm  of  w  fKcile  ■  tlyle.  tbaoitMi 
of  BO  lucid  a  narrative,  and  the  abundance  of  Iti  anthenllc  and  hitherto  imeapIcndauWIlli- 
idww  Ihia  work  unaagiit  Uie  most  importoul  prodactlona  of  Our  limes." — fSnt: 


LIVES  OF  THE  KINGS  OF  ENGLAND. 

BY  THOMAS  ROSCOE,  ESQ. 

Vol.  I.,  comprising  WILLIAM  THE  CONQUEROR.    Printed  snd  Tlw 
trated  umtbrmly  with  Miss  Stricklaud't  lAvet  of  the  Queena  of  £ngW> 

IQ  small  Sto,  price  10b.  6d.  bound.  (Jiut  readj.) 
While  history  Is  Dcca|ded  with  tlic  public  deeds  of  the  great  and  tlie  mightj  of  Uw  e*'"'- 
■Dd  with  the  comoqucDces  which  reeulttyomthem.itiatheprovliioe  of  Blographgr  lo  tllio* 
the  pecvtlulllet  of  individual  digpoaitlon.  ehancter.  uid  way  of  thinkJUR  -,  U>  tXai]  IM 
influence  of  external  circuinataiicee  upon  these  i  to  •earch  out  (he  real  motivu  of  Mn*'' 
to  follow  itc  nil^lect  Into  the  privacy  of  domeitic  md  social  life :  and  to  dnw  ■  lUlId'' 
picture  alike  of  liii  virtun  and  hla  viccl.  lili  exceltenees  and  his  lUIInga,  hit  pioleah  f* 
penslliei.  and  ecceutricitlei^  i  in  slwrt,  of  eiery  trail  bjr  which  he  Is  diilbigBWMd  fios  ll* 
rest  of  mankind,  llwoe  the  Mgicloua  hlographcr,  extending  hi*  reHuvhe*  to  mUi>l> 
detalli.  oior  chance  to  diseover  tnilhi  which  dude  the  eye  of  Ihe  hlitodan.  eonttst  wtUi  '^ 
great  oDtllnea  of  gmeral  Acts.  The  "  Llvea  of  the  Kings  of  Eneland."  wiittcn  wilb  «■ 
Impreiirious.  must  therefore  prove  a  vatnable  auxlUar;  to  thoK  readen,  wtio.  Ibsd  irflnM 
eflbcta  up  to  th^r  (rue  causes,  luv  desirooi  of  ascertaining  the  reiU  sliare  coatribnled  l9>i* 
of  the  liritlab  tjovereigns  to  those  re«ull«  which  have  conferred  on  our  COUDI17  and  R^W 
their  preeent  proud  preeminence  in  power,  pnsperlly,  ftEedom,  and  gltuy.  To  lodi  ii  ■<* 
•nusemcnt  on!;,  they  cannot  All  to  be  equally  acceiitahle,  a>  a  cosnNled  racotd  otM 
aaTings  and  dobigs  of  pcrsanagea.  niunjr  of  them  ranking  fateniMt  aa  nodds  uTelilvilgi 
and  most  enjoying  the  highest  renown  amoug  the  poilticiaiu  and  the  wwTlQtf  «f  tbeU  «■ 


^  NEW    EDITIONS 

Interesting  Worka, 

JUST  PUBLISHED  BY  MH.  COLBURN. 


lOURTH  EDITION  of  the  CRESCENT  AND  THE 

Cross.    By  Euo-c  V/amoutos,  E^q.    -2  vols.  21s. 

'HIKD  EDITION  of  REVELATIONS  OF  RUSSIA 

Id  1S4E.     -2  vols.  2l3. 

3. 

SECOND    EDITION    of    LADY    HESTER    STAN- 
HOPE'S MEBI0IR8.    3  voU. 

4. 

EIRD    EDITION   of   MR.    DISRAELI'S    SYBIL. 


ECOND    EDITION    of    MEMOIRS    OF    PRINCE 

IHARLES  STUAitT.    By  C.  L.  Klose,  Esq.    2  vols. 


COND  EDITION  of  the  DUKE  OF  WELLING- 
TON'S MAXIMS  AND  OPINIONS.    8vo.    12s. 


i.  SECOND  EDITION  of  the  DIARY  AND  MEMOIRS  i 

OV  SOPHIA  DOEOTHEA,  CONSORT  OF  GEOEGE  I.    a  volj. 


i  SECOND  EDITION  of  REVELATIONS  OF  SPAIN 

ia  1846.     2  vols.  21s. 


i  NEW  ami  REVISED  EDITION  of  MISS  STRICK-  \ 

LAND'S  "LIVES  OF  THE  QUEEN'S  OF  ENGLAND."   8  vols. 


i  SECOND    EDITION    of    LETTERS    OF    MAEY 

QUEEN  OF  SCOTS.    Edited  by  Mi»s  Stbicki^hd.    2  vols.  21b. 


I  THIRD    EDITION   of   the    REV.    R.    COBBOLD'S 

HISTOET  OF  MARGARET  CATCHPOLE.     1  vol,,  with  P1itM.| 
10s.  Sd. 

12. 

L  SECOND    EDITION    of    MR.    WHITE'S    THREE 

I     YEARS  IN  CONSTANTINOPLE.   3  vqIs.,  with  34  DlustretionB.  24i 


MR.  BURKE'S  WORKS. 

I. 

MR.  BURKE'S  PEERAGE  AND  BARONETAGE 


FOR  1846. 


FBON  THE  rEBSOSAL  COMMDJII* 


AND  COSTAIMNC  ALL  TBG  HBW  CBEATIOSS. 

Iti  One  Vol..  (pomprising  as  much  matter  as  twenty  onliDarj  volomes,)  "ill 
npvards  of  Fifteen  Hundred  Engravings  of  Anns,  &c,  price  38$.  boDnd. 

"  Xr.  Burkt'i  Vatng^  uid  BironrUgp  ia  tlit  mo6t  compIHc,  tbc  nuwt  ccnvcnient,  uil  Uii 
cheBpMt  WQi*  irf  U»  Und  ercr  oftitd  to  the  pnbbc." — Sbh. 

~  Tin  Sew  EdltioD  of  ilr.  Burke'i  rnnge  Ind  BarODctiffC  l>  cettainlr  the  ntiwt  ptffKl 
and  eomprtltetulve  EncyclopKdla  of  pcraonil  uid  Ditimu]  bidniy  crcr  glTcu  to  thp  pnbUci 
* '  'Dg  nirpri^g  umrMT  and  Imporluit  InfonnitJon,  witb  the  Krmtest  tnriiy  ad 
■.  uid  exhibllinn.  in  ■  coodcnKd  ind  lucid  fono,  llie  IItu  uid  uhinanrntt  of  Hi* 
muif  eminent  mrn  who  lute  ibfil  loitnonttierollof  ournolilUtj-.tkinnthe  stccl-clad  Buia* 
or  Crooy  and  Aglncaurt.  to  tlw  bcroea  of  Dlenbcim  iiid  Wktcrioo.  Tliii  nvw  rdltkn 
cTiileDl)]'  undcrgnaB  llw  most  Nkreliing  rcTiilon,  HTcnl  of  the  Uncases  tmTe  been  reir 
— (II  retnodclltd  and  improred — and  tbo  inlrudaoUon  of  rnncli  inlemling  matter,  refer< 
Id  tlie  baroneU  and  the  collBtenl  liranFho.  renden  the  imprauion  Tkt  more  valnabit 
mj  of  ttic  fonner  antt.  Indeed,  ilierc  is  nnt  a  niunc  connected  irlth  peer  ot  baronet,  that 
lo  Dot  Jliplaycd  In  ili  pagiw." — Gt«ir. 

il. 
A  OotBpanlAii  to  ttao  "PeerarB  ftnd  Baronetar*.** 

Now  in  course  of  publication,  in  Four  PnrU,  price  10s,  6d.  each,  (Three  of 
which  have  appeared,)  beautifully  printed  in  double  Columna, 

HISTORY  OF  THE  LANDED  GENTRY; 

n  ffitnciiiasKiil  null  J&ti'a[Ili(  iEStrlioiiari)  ol 

THE  WnoLr  OF  T1EI-;  [.VNnED  (iKSTItV,  (l!l  I'NTITLF.D  AR1STOCHACY, 

or   MHO&AND,  SCOTKABTD,  AH1>  IXBXJUTO. 

By  JOHN  BURKE,  Esq.,  Autlior  of  "The  Feeiiiftc  and  Baronetage,"  fcc, 

JOHN  BERNARD  BUKKE,  F.sq.,  of  (he  Sliddle  Temple,  B»rrister-«t-I«w. 

This  TCorli  relates  tti  the  Untitled  Families  of  Ranl<,  aa  the  "  Peerage  uxi 
Baronetage"  does  to  the  Titled,  and  forms,  in  ftct,  a  Feertige  of  the  Untitled 
Aristocracy.  y 

profeMlonal  gi 
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MR.  BURKE'S  EXTINCT,   DORMANT,   AS 

SUSPENDED  PEERAGES, 

A  COMPANION  TO  ALL  OTHER  PEERAGES. 

It  should  be  particularly  noticed,  that  this  new  work  nppertaius  '"'■''fr  1^ 
much  to  extant  lis  to  extinct  persons  of  dutinetion;  for,  though  digiutjSI 
pass  away,  it  mrely  occurs  that  whole  tiimiliei  '-  " 

'   '     per  Edition,  beautifully  printed,  in  do ,  „ 

iV'itli  Emblazoned  Title-pag«',  Sic.  price  289.  bound. 


IIemii  Coi-burn,  Pubiither,  irt,  Great  Marlborough  StiWt; 
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